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'\ ITH Dunbar and Douglafs T join Sir David Lyndefay,
: although perhaps in ftri¢tnefs he fhould not be placed
fo early as the clofe of the fifteenth century. He appears to
have been employed in feveral offices about the perfon of
James the fifth, from the infancy of that monarch, by whom
he was much beloved; and at length, on account of his
fingular fkill in heraldry, a fcience then in high eftimation
and among the moft polite accomplifhments, he was knight-
ed and appointed Lion king of arms of the kingdom of
Scotland. Notwithftanding thefe fituations, he was an ex-
eellent fcholar .

Lyndefay’s principal performances are The DremEe, and
The Movarcuie. In the addrefs to James the fifth, prefixed
to the Dreme, he thus, with much tendernefs and elegance,
fpeaks of the attention he paid to his majefty when a child.

When thou wes young, I bare thee in myne arme
Full tenderlie, till thow begouth to gang°;

And in thy bed oft lappit thee full warme

With lute in hand, fyne® fweitlie to thee fang.

He adds, that he often entertained the young prince with
various dances and gefticulations, and by drefling himfelf in
feigned characters, as in an interlude®. A new proof that
theatrical diverfions were now common in Scotland.

" See the Wanikis or Tue pamovs I believe the laft edition is at Edinburgh,
ARD WORTHIE Kwicut Scure Davio 1709, 12me.
Lx ay of the Moont, &c. Newly ¢ Began to walk.
correctit and vindicate from the former P Then.

» &c. Pr. by Johne Scotr, A, D. 9 80 alfo his CoMpLaYNT to the Kingir
- 410, They have been often printedi™ Grace. S1onaT. E.iil,
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THE HISTORY OF

Sumtyme in danfing feirelie I flang,
And fumtyme playand fairfis " on the flure:

#* ® # # *

L S

And .um}'mc lyke ane feind * transfigurate,
And fumtyme lyke the grieflie gaift of Gy,
In divers formis (}fl“-”‘.l'l..a disfigurate,

And fumtyme diffagift full plefandlie ®

In the Prorogur to the DrEme, our author difcovers
ftrong talents for high defcription and rich imagery. Ina

As ane chapman bures his pak,

I bure th;\. grace upon my b.l]\

And fometimes |'tr1c|,]:|ngls on my nek,
Danland with many bend and |1»L
And ay quhen thow come from the feule,
Than T behufit to play the fule.—

I wol thou luffit me better than

Nor now fome wyfe dois hir gude man,

o

* Playin
“In the

rees, frolics.
pe of a fiend.

* The gricly ghoft of Guy earl of War-
“]La;

¢ Difpuifed, mafked, to make {fport. Sic-
waT. D. 1. Headds, what illoitrates the
text, above.

So fen thy birth I have continuallie
Ben occupyit, and ay to thy plefour,
And fomtyme Sewar, Coppar, and Carvour

That is, fewer, and co pper or butler, He

then calls himfelf the ki r's fecreit T he-
Sawrary and ebief Cubicular, ~ Afterwards
“he enumerates fome of his own works.

I have at lenth the floreis done diferyve
Of Heftor, Arthur, and gentill Julius,
OF Alexander, and worthy Pompeius,

Of Jafon and Mede:
Of Hercuoles th i
And of

ampion the fupernatarall firength,
5] ltories amiable 5 ;

1t mony fable,

ow and the joy,

And fieges allof ' I.ue, Thebes, and Troy.

And of leil J_Jﬂ aris [1
And oftimes have [

The Pm'lh cyisof R\' mour, Beid, and Mar-
Imf-

And of ; maony other plefund hiftories,

Of the reid Etin, and the gyir catling.

That is, the prophecies of Thomas Ry-
mour, vencrable Bede, and Merlin. [See
fupr. vol. i. p. 7. . feq. And MSS.
Afhm, 337. 6.9 jmas the R1soUR, of
Thomas Leirmouth of FErceldoun, feems
to have wrote a poem on Sir '1“|'I'l1r|1
Rob. Brunwe fays this ffory would exceed
all others,

If men yt fayd as made Tromas.

That is, ** If men recited it according to
*“ the original |:o:1-_pc~.|"r.tic1|| ml' Thomas Er-
* celdoun, or the Rimour.” Sec Lang-
toft's Cm:o.ﬁ: Append. Pref, p. 100, vol.
i. edit. Heame. ‘Oxon. 1 . 8vo. He
flourithed abour 1280. I do r-fu[undtrhnm
The reid Etin, and the
gyiris a rrnmo or mafg
Lyndefay's Interludes are _among Lcnl
IIHn ford’s mau..:Rr'u s of Scotch poetryy
..... nd are exceed ingl .:i'ccm!
L'rllli.l-:-’ "’IDHJ\IJHJI-,_H. cul'u._:
SATYRE OF THE THREE Esta
;a.-.'f_-rr'.n, an "J werieny ana {
syee, Was printed at Edink Lrg..h
I-“H- piece, which is intdrely in rl
and confifts of a vari ;_tu of :wal‘urv I’I:“-"-
have taken up four hours in the ‘repres
fentation.

Morning




ENGLISH POETRY,

motning of the month of January, the poet quits the copfe
and the bank, now deftitute of verdure and flowers, and
walks towards the fea-beach. The dawn of day is exprefi-
ed by a beautiful and brilliant metaphor.

297

By this, fair Titan with his lemis licht
Oer all the land had fpred his banner bricht.

In his walk, mufing on the defolations of the winter, and

the diftance of fpring, he meets Flora difguifed in a fable
robe *,

I met dame Flora in dule weid diflgyfit =,
Quhilk into May was dulce and delectabill,
With ftalwart? ftorms hir fweitnefs war {upprift,
Her hevinlie hewis war turnid into fabill,
Quhilk umquihle* war to luffaris amiabill,
Fled from the froft the tender flouris I faw
Under dame Naturis mantill lurking law *,

The birds are then reprefented, ' flocking round NATURE,
complaining of the feverity of the feafon, and calling for
the genial warmth of fummer. The expoftulation of the
lark with Aurora, the fun, and the months, is conceived
and conducted in the true fpirit of poetry,

* Allace, Aurore, the fyllie lark gan cry,

*“ Quhare has thou left thy balmy liquour fweit,
That us rejoyfit, mounting in the fkye?

Thy fylver dropps are turnit into {leit!

O fair Phebus, where is thy holfum heit?
LT RN R R S S

£ 14

L1

£

¥ Srewar. D. i, * Once, one while,
* Difpuifed in a dark garment. 2 Low.
¥ Violent,

Vol. 11, Q_q “ Quhair
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“ Qubhair art thou, May, with June thy fifter fchene,
¢ Weill hordourit with dafyis of delyte?

“ And gentill Jurre, with thy mantill grene

« Enamilit with rofis reid and quhyte?

The poet afcends the cliffs on the fea-fhore, and entering
a cavern, bigh in the crags, fits down to regifer in rbyme fome
mery mater of antiguitie. He compares the fluctuation of the
fza with the inftability of human affairs; and at length, be-
ing comfortably fhrouded from the falling fleet by the clofe-
nefs of his cavern, is lulled afleep by the whiftling of the
winds among the rocks, and the beating of the tide. He
then has the following vifion.

He fees a lady of great beauty, and benignity of afpedt;
who fays, fhe comes to footh his melancholy by fhewing
him fome new fpetacles. Her name i3 REMEMBRANCE.
Inftantancoufly fhe carries him into the center of the earth.
Hell is here laid open®; which is filled with pepes, cardinals,
abbots, archbifhops in their pontifical attire, and ecclefiaftics
of every degree. In explaining the caufes of their punifh-
ments, a long fatire on the clergy enfues. With thefe are
joined diflop Caiphas, bifbcp Annas, the traitor Judas, Ma-
homet, Chorah, Dathan, and Abiram. Among the tyrants,
or unjuft kings, are Nero, Pharaoh, and Herod. Pontius
Pilate 1s hung up by the heels. He {ees alfo many duchefles
and countefles, who fuffer for pride and adultery, Shethen
gives the poet a view of purgatory *

® It was a part of the old mundane fyf-  * pourrait eftre en fi noble liew comme cff
tem, that hell was placed in the centre of  “ Pair, &c.* ch. viil.

the earth. So a fragment, cited by Heame,
Grossazy Rob. Glouc, ii. 583.

Ryght fo is hell-pitt, as clerkes telles,
Amyde the erthe and no where elles.
So alfo an old French tralt, Limator pu
MownbE, or Image of the averld, ** Saches
“ qug en la terre el enfer, car enfer me

¢ See above; p. 197. feq. I have there
mentioned a Vifion of Hell, under the utle
of Owavxe Mirrs, One Gilbertus
Ludenfis, = monk fent by king Ste hen
into Ireland, where he founded a monalerys
with an Frith knight called Qgn, wrote
De Oexa Fifone in Purgatorio. See Wen-

dever, apud Mat, Pans, fub ann. t153.
Reg.




ENGLISH POETRY. 206

A litle above that dolorous dungeon,

We enterit in ane countre full of cair;

Quhare that we {aw mony one legioun

Gretand and grouland with mony ruthfull rair?,
Quhat place is this, quod I, of blis fo bair?
Scho anfwerit and faid, Purgatorie,

Qhuilk purgis faulis or they cum to glorie®,

After fome theological realonings on the abfurdity of this
intermediate ftate, and having viewed the dungeon of un-
baptized babes, and the limbus of the fouls of men who
died before Chrift, which is placed in a vault above the
region of torment, they reafcend through the bowels of the
earth. In paffing, they furvey the fecret riches of the earth,
mines of gold, filver, and precious ftones. They mount,
through the ocean, which is fuppofed to environ the earth:
then travel through the air, and next through the fire.
Having paffed the three elements, they bend towards heaven,
but firft vifit the feven planets’. They enter the fphere of

the moon, who is elegantly fiyled,

Reg, Stephan. According to Ware, Gil-
bertus flowrithed in the year 1152, Sceip-
voRh. Hinerw. p. 111,  Among the ma-
nufcripts of Magdzleae college in Oxford,
are the Visrowes of Tundal, or Tungal,
& knight of Ireland. ¢ Cum anima mea
¢ corpus exueret.” MS3. Coll. Magd. 53.
It is printed in Tinmouth's Sawcrro-
civM. And in the Srecurvm Hisvo-
RIALE of Vincentins Bellovacenfis, libs
xxvii. eap. 88. He is called Fundelus in
8 manufcript of this piece, Bibl. Bodl, NE.,
B. 3. 16. He lived in the year 114g.
Ware, ut fupr, p. 5. [ believe this picce
180 the Cotton library, under the name
of Tunpace, MS Cavric. A.12. £ 17,
3:-!_.‘-.’. what isfaid in Froiffart, of the vifions
of a cave in Ireland, called faint Patrick’s
Porpatory. wm.ii. ¢, zco. Bernerss Tranfl.
* Roar,
c SuenaT, Dont

Qq 2

f The planetary fyftem was thes divided.
i, The Primom Mobile, or frlt motion.
ii. The criftalline heaven, m which were
placed the fixed fars. iii. The rwelve figns
of the zodiac. . The fpheres or circles
of the planets in this order: viz, Saturn,
Jupiter, Mars, Sol, Venus, Mercury, and
Iaflly the moon, which they placed in the
centre. of univerfzl natore. .'lga'm, Lhe:}
fuppofed the earth to be furrounded by
three elementary fpheres, fire, air, and
water. Milton, in'his Elepyon the Deara
or a raiw [wvasT, makes @ very po-
ctical ufe of the notion of a primaw wro-
bile, where he foppafes that the foul of the
child hovers

——— Above that high riksT Moving
SPHERE,
Or in th' Elyfian fields, &c.
SeePanas. L dil 481, °
Quene

ST, ¥i. ¥ 39.
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300 THE HISTORY OF

Quene of the fea, and beautic of the nicht.
The fun is then defcribed, with great force.

Than paft we to the fpheir of Phebus bricht,
That lufty lamp and lanterne of the hevin;
And glader of the fterris with his licht;

And principal of all the planets fevin,

And fate in myddis of thame all full evin :
As roy * royall rolling in his {phair

Full plefandlie into his goldin chair.—

For to difcryve his diademe royall,

Bordourit about with ftonis fchyning bricht,
His goldin car, or throne imperiall,

The four ftedis that drawith it full richt, &c”.

They now arrive at that part of heaven which is called
the CurysTarriNe ', and are admitted to the Empyreal, or
heaven of heavens. Here they view the throne of God, fur-
rounded by the nine orders of angels, finging with ineffable
harmony®. Next the throne is the Virgin Mary, the queen of

£ To be proneunced diffyllabically.

h Srowar. B. i

i Mot of this philofophy is immediately
borrowed from the firlt chapters of the Nu-
remburgh Chronicle, a celebrated book
when Lyndefay wrote, printed in the year
1493, It is there faid, that of the waters
ahove the firmament which were frozen
like cryftal, God made the cryftalline hea-
ven, &¢. fol. iv.  This idea is taken from
GEerEss, 1. 4. See alfo faint Paul, Erver,
Cor. ii. xii. 2. The fame {yftem is in
Taflo, where the archangel Michael de-
feends from heaven, Gaer. Laz. C, ix,
ft. 6o. feq. And in Milton, Parap. L.
iii. 481
'I'E:cg,'{_p:ifs the planets feven, and pafs the

fixed,

And that cryftallin fphere, &c,

k Becaufe the feriptares have mentioned
feveral degrees of angels, Dionyfivs the
Areopagite, and others, have divided them
into nine orders § and thofe they have re-
duced into three hierarchies. This was 2

t tempting fubjeft for the refining genius of

the fchool-divines: and accordingly we find
in Thomas Aquinas a difquifiion, D¢ er-
dinatione An_g_aff.r.'.w: Sfecundums Hierarcbiar
et Ordines. QUEsT. eviil. The.ﬁ-'ﬂen_t.
which perhaps makes a better figare in
poetry than in philefophy, has been ;fdoptled
by many poets who did not outlive the
influence of the old fcholaftic fophifiry.
See Dante, Parap. C. xxviik aflo
mentions, among La grande ofie del ciely

ThE FOLTE SQUADRE, ¢t Ognl fyuadra
inftratea
In TRE oRDINI gira, &C.

GiEs.




ENGLISH POETRY. 301

queens, * well cumpanyit with ladyis of delyte” An ex-
terior circle is formed by patriarchs, prophets, evangelifts,
apoltles, conquerors in the three battles of the world, of the
flefh, and of the devil, martyrs, confeffors, and doéfours in di-
vinitie, under the command of faint Peter, who is repre-
fented as their lieutenant-general ',

Milton, who feigns the fame vifionary route with very
different ideas, has thefe admirable verfes, written in his
nineteenth year, yet marked with that charafteriftical great
manner, which diftinguifhes the poetry of his maturer age.
He is addrefiing his native language.

Yet I had rather, if I were to chufe,

Thy fervice in fome graver fubject ufe;

Such as may make thee fearch thy coffers round,
Before thou clothe my fancy in fit found:

Grer, Lin. xviii. 96. And Spenfer
fpeaks of the angels finging in their TR1-
KALL TRIPLICITIES. Fair, Qu. i. xii.
39 And again, in his Hymne of Hza-
VENLY Love. See allo Samnazarius, De
Part., Vircin, iii. 241, Milton per-
haps is the laft poet who has ufed this
popular theary, Pazap. L. v. 748.

Stream in the air, and for diftinction fErve
Of Higarcares, of Orbers, and Dg-
CGREES,.

Such {plendid and fublime imagery has
Milton’s genins raifed on the problems of
Thomas Aquinas! See alfo ibid, v. Goo.
Hence a paffage in his Hymn on Tue
Morxinc or Carist’s NaTiviTY i3 t0
Regions they pafs’d, and mighty repencies be illuftrated. St. xiii. v. 131.
Of Seraphim, and Potentates, and Thrones, - <
In their TripLE Prorrrs, And with your ninefold harmon

Make up full cancert 0 the angelike {ym-

phony.

And it gives great dignity to his mranpe-
ment of the celeitial army, See ibid. fupr.
583, That is, the fympheny of the nine orders
of angels was to be anfivered by the nine-

fold mufic of the {pheres. One Thomas

—— Th’ empyreal hoit
Of angels, by imperial fummons call’'d,

Innumerable before th’ Almighty's throne,

Forthwith from all the ends of heaven ap-
pear'd,

Under their Hernarcuies in Onpers
bright,——

Ten thoufand thoufand enfigns high ad-
vanc'd,

Standards and gonfalons, twixt van and
Tear

Haywood, a moft voluminons dramatic
poet in the reign of James the firlt, wrote
a long poem with large notes on this {ub-
jeét, called Tue Hierarcuie or An=
ceLs, printed in folio, at London, 1635.
See alfo Jonfon’s Ergciz on my Muss,
in the Unnerwoop. p. 260, edit. fol.
Lond. 1640.
! Ibad.

Such
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301 THE HISTORY OF

Such, where the deep-tranfported mind may foar
Above the wheeling poles; and at Heaven’s door
Look in, and fee each blifsfull deitie

How he before the thunderous throne doth lie,
Liftening to what unfhorn Apollo fings

To th' touch of golden wires, while Hebe brings
Immiortal neétar to her kingly fire.

Then paffing through the fphears of watchfull fire,
And miftie regions of wide air next under,

And hills of fnow, and lofts of piled thunder,
May tell at length how green-eyed Neptune raves,
In heaven’s defiance muftering all his waves ",

RemMeEMBRANCE and the poet, leaving heaven, now con-
template the earth, which 1s divided into three parts. To
have mentioned America, recently difcovered, would have
been herefy in the fcience of cofmography; as that quarter
of the globe did not occur in Pliny and Ptolemy *. The
moft famous cities are here enumerated. The poet next
defires a view of Paradife; that glorious garth, or garden, of
every flower. It is reprefented as elevated in the middle
region of the air, in a climate of perpetual ferenity °. From
a fair fountain, fpringing in the midft of this ambrofial
garden, defcend four rivers, which water all the caft. Itis
mclofed with walls of fire, and guarded by an angel.

® At a Vacariow Exercise, &c¢.  Wells, William Cofyn, with a cantion of

Newton's Mivr. i p. 11. forty fhillings. Regiftr. Vet. Coll. Mert.
® For the benefit of thofewho are making  fol. 218. b, See its reflitution, ibid. fol.
refearches in antient cofmography, 1 ob- 21g. b,

ferve that the map of England, mentioned ¥ & Paradifus tante eft altitodinis, quod
by Harrifon and Hearne, and belonging to ¢ eft inacceflibilis fecondum Hedam; €t
ME'EMH college library, appears to have  ** tam altus, quod etheream regionem pers
exifted ac leaft o early as the year 1512. ¢ tinpat, &¢,” Curon. Nug. ut e
For in that year, it was lent to the dean of £ wviit. b,

The
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The cuntre clofit is about full richt,
With wallis hie of hote and birnyng fyre,
And ftraitly kepit by an angell bricht®,

From Paradife a very rapid tranfition is made to Scotland.
Here the poet takes occafion to lament, that in a country fo
fertile, and filled with inhabitants fo ingenious and aétive,
univerfal poverty, and every national diforder, fhould a-
bound. It is very probable, that the poem was written folely
with a view of introducing this complaint. After an en-
quiry into the caufes of thefe infelicities, which are referred
to political mifmanagement, and the defe€tive adminiftration
of juftice, the CoMMONWEALTH OF SCOTLAND appears, whofe
figure is thus delineated.

We faw a bufteous berne * cum oer the bent °,
But® hors on fute, als faft as he micht go;
Qubhofe rayment was all raggit, rewin’, and rent,
With vifage leyne, as he had faftit Lent:

And fordwart faft his wayis he did advance,
With ane richt melancholious countenance :

With ferip on hip, and pyikftaff in his hand,

As he had bene purpafit to pas fra hame.

Qued I, gude man, I wald fane underftand,

Geve that ye pleifit ¥, to wit * quhat wer your name?
Quod he, my fone, of that I think greit {fchame.

Bot fen thow wald of my name have ane feill,
Forfwith they call me* Yobue the Comuoun weill”.

P Srexar. E. . W Know. 4
% Boifterous fellow, = Jouw, for what reafon T know nat, 18
¥ Coarfe grafs, a name of ridicule and contempe in moft
* Without. modern languages,

¢ Riven. Yy SrewatT. B
*If yoy pleafe:

The
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The reply of Syr ComMmoNwEALTH to our poet’s queftion,
is a long and general fatire on the corrupt ftate of Scotland,
The fpiritual plelates, he fays, have fent away Devotion to
the mendicant friars: and are more fond of defcribing the
dithes at a feaft, than of explaining the nature of their own
eftablifhment.

Senfual Pleafure has banifhed Chaftity.
Liberality, Loyalty, and Knightly Valour, are fled,

And Cowardice with lords is laureate,

From this fketch of Scotland, here given by Lyndefay, under
the reign of James the fifth, who atted as a viceroy to
France, a Scotch hiftorian might colle¢t many ftriking fea-
tures of the ftate of his country during that interefting
period, drawn from the life,

The poet then fuppofes, that Remepmerance conduéts
him back to the cave on the fea-fhore, in which he fell
afleep. He is awakened -by a fhip firing a broadfide®. He
returns home, and entering his oratory, commits his vifion
to verfe. 'To this is added an exhortation of ten ftanzas to
king James the fifth : in which he gives his majefty advice,
and cenfures his numerous inftances of mifconduét, with
incredible boldnefs and afperity. Moft of the addreffes to
James the fifth, by the Scotch poets, are fatires inftead of
panegyrics.

* They fpared not the powder nor the  tennis-balls by way of contempt, * he
[omer, “ anoone lette make tenes balles for the

. “ Dolfin [Henry's thip] in all the hafle

A proof that ftones were now ufed inflead  *¢ thatr they myght, and they were great
of leaden bullets, At firft they thot darts, ** cownrstoxzs for the Dalfin to playe
feanx, £ e quarrels, from great ¢ with alle.” But this game at tennis was
Afterwards ftones, which they called oo rough for the befieped, when Henry
In the Brut or Esxcrawn,  * playede at the tenes with his harde con-
that when Henry the fifth, be- ¢ wgsron £s, &c.” See Strott's Cus-
ete, received a taunting fage ToMs anp Manwers oF THE ENGLISH,

from the Dauphine of France, and a ton of  vol. 5i. p. 32z, Lond. 1775.

I have
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I have not at prefent either leifure or inclination, to enter
into a minute enquiry, how far our author is indebted in his
Dreme to Tully’s DREAM oF Scipro, and the Heir, Pugr-
GATORY, and Heavewn, of Dante®,

Lyndefay’s poem, called the Mowarcuiz, is an account of
the moft famous monarchies that have flourithed in the
world : but, like all the Gothic profe-hiftories, or chronicles,
on the fame favorite fubject, it begins with the creation of
the world, and ends with the day of judgment®. There is
much learning in this peem. It is a dialogue between Ex-
PERIENCE and a courtier. This mode of conduting a nar-
rative by means of an imaginary myftagogue, is adopted
from Boethius. A deferiptive prologue, confifting of otave
ftanzas, opens the poem, in which the poet enters a de-
lightful park®, The fun clad in his @nbroidered mantle,
brighter than gold or precious ftones, extinguifhes the horned
queen of night, who hides her vifage in a mifly vefl, - Imme-
diately Flora began to expand,

_— — hir tapiftry
Wrocht by dame NarTure queynt and curiouilie,
Depaynt with many hundreth hevinlie hewis,

*In the Medicean library at Florence,
and the Ambrofian at Milan, there is a
long manofeript Taalian poem, in three
books, divided into one handred chapters,
written by Matteo Palmeri, a learned Flo-
tenting, about the year 1450. Irisinimi-
tation of Dante, in the ferma rima, and
entitled CrTTA b1 ViTa, or The City of
Life. 'The fubjeft is, the peregrination of
the Tool, freed from the fhackles of the
b&ﬂ_‘;‘. Ih!c.’lﬂt‘:h varions ideal p]:zg:cs and
fivuations, il at gth it arrives in the
city of heaven. This poem was publicly
bume at Cortona, becaufe the author a-
dopted Origen’s Herely concerning 4 third
tlals of sngels, who for their fins wers

deftined to animate human bodies, See

Vol. IL

Trithem. £, 797- Julius Niger, ScrirTon.
FLoREwT. p. 494.

“In a manufcript at Lambeth [332.]
this poem is faid to have becn begun Jun.
11, 1566, This 35 a grear miffake. It
was printed Hafh. rgsz. 4to. B

¢ Signar. L B, A park s a fa-
vorite fcege of ation 1 our old poets.
See Chaveer’s Comrr. Be. Ex. . 39.
Toward a park enclofid with a wall, &ec.
And in other places. Parks were antiently
the conftant appendage of glmaft cvery
confiderable manerial houfe. The old pa-
tent-rolls are full 'of lice for impa
tions, ‘which do oot now exiik.

R Meanwhile,
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Meanwhile, Eolus and Neptune reftrain their fury, thatno
rude founds might mar the melody of the birds which echoed
among the rocks”.

In the park our poet, under the charafter of a courtier,
meets Experience, repofing under the {hade of a holly,
“This pourtrait is touched with uncommon elegance and
expreflion.

L5155

L=

Into that park I faw appeir

One agit man, quhilk drew me TEH 5
Qubhofe berd was weil thre quarters lang,
His hair doun oer his fchulders hang,
The qhylke as ony fnawe was whyte,
Quhome to beholde 1 thocht delyte.
His habit angellyke of hew,

Of colour lyke the fapheir blew :
Under an holyne he repofit.—

To fit down he requeftit me

Under the {chaddow of that tre,

To faif me from the fonnis heit,
Amanges the flouris foft and fweit".
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¢ Inftead of Parnaffus he chafes mount  He is afterwards fuppofed to have beena
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Calvary, and his Helicon is the fiream
which flowed from our Savicur’s fide on
the crofs, when he was wounded by Lon-
gings, that is Longras. This is 2 fidti-
tious perfonage in Nicodemus’s Gofpel. I
have mentioned him before. Being blind,
he was reftored to fight by wiping his eyes
with his hands which were bloody. See
more of him in Chaocer’s LamentaT,
Mary Maco. v. 196. In the Gothic
pittures of the Crucifixion, he is reprefented
on horfeback, piercing our Saviour’s fide:
and in Xavier’s Perfic Hiftory of Chrift, he
15 called a horfeman. This notion arofe
from his ufing & {pear, or lance: and that
weapon, Aeyyw, undoubtedly pave rife to
his ideal name of Longias, or Longinos,

bifhop of Cefarea, and to have fuffered
martyrdom.  See Tillemont, Memoz.
Hist. EcciesiasT. tom. i. pp. 81. 251+
And Fabric. Arocr. Nov. Testanm,
tom. i. p. 261. In the old Greek tragedy
of CHR15T SUFFERING, the CONVERT=-
ep Centurion is exprefly mentioned,
but not by this name. Almoft all that re-
Iates to this perfon, who could not efcape the
fiGtions of the monks, has been colleéted by
J. Ch. Wolfius, Cur. Purror. 7 CRIT.
in 5. Evancer. tom. i. p. 414, il 984
edit. Bafil. 1741. 4t0. See allo Hoffman.
Lexic. Umiversan., ConTinUaT. 1o
Voe, tom, i. p. 1036. col. 2. Bafil, 1683
fol.
FSignar. B L

In
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In the midft of an edifying converfation concerning the fall
of man and the origin of human mifery, our author, before
he proceeds to his main fubjet, thinks it neceffary to deliver
a formal apology for writing in the vulgar tongue. He de-
clares that his intention is to inftruct and to be underftood,
and that he writes to the people®. Mofes, he fays, did not
give the Judaic law on mount Sinai in Greek or Latin.
Ariftotle and Plato did not communicate their philofophy in
Dutch or Italian. Virgil and Cicero did not write in Chal-
dee or Hebrew. Saint Jerom, it is true, tranflated the bible
into Latin, his own natural language ; but had faint Jerom
been born in Argylefhire, he would have tranflated it into
Erfe. King David wrote the pfalter in Hebrew, becaufe he
was a Jew. Hence he very fenfibly takes occafion to recom-
mend the propriety and neceflity of publifhing the feriptures
and the miffal, and of compofing all books intended for
common ufe, in the refpeftive vernacular language of every
country. This objeftion being anfwered, which fhews the
ideas of the times, our author thus defcribes the creation of
the world and of Adam.

Quhen god had made the hevinnis brichg,
The fone, and mone, for to gyf licht,
The ftarry hevin, and criftalline ;

And, by his fapience divine,

The planeits, in their circles round
Quhirlyng about with merie found :—
He clad the erth with herbs and treis;
All kynd of fifchis in the feis,

All kynd of beft he did prepair,

With foulis fleting in the air.—

] -
¢ Quharefore to colyearis, carteris, and to cukis,
"To 7ok and Thome, my ryme fall be derectit. -
SicxaT. Tl

1 When
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When hevin, and erth, and tharve contents,
Were endit, with thare ornaments,
Than, laft of all, the lord began
Of moft vile erth to make the man :
- Not of the lillie or the rofe,
Nor cyper-tre, as 1 ﬁipl}t}ﬂ:,
Nether of gold, nor precieus ftonis,
' Of earth he made flefche, blude, and bomis;
To that intent he made him thas,
That man fhuld nocht be glorious,
And in Wimfelf no thinge thulde fe
But matter of humilite”.

ali Some of thefe newvous, teufe, and polifhed lines, need only
1 '.-"|I.~}i; to be reduced to- modern and Englifh orthography, to. pleale
B b a reader accuftomed folely to relifh the tone of our prefent
L verfification.
§ To thefe may be added the deftruction of Jerufalem and
Solomon’s temple.
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Prince Titus with his chivalrie

With found of trumpe triumphantlie,
He enterit'in that greit citie, &c.

Thare was nocht ells but tak and {lay,
For thence might no man. win, his way’,
The ftramis of blude ran thruch the fireit,
Of deid folk tramplit under feit;

Auld wydowis in the preis were fmorit *,
gl Young virgins {fchamefullie deflorit,

H -ﬂ'j\“?HEl i The tempill greit of Solamone,

L = Nith mony a curious carvit ftone,

With perfyt pinnakles on hicht,

Juhilks wer richt bewtifull and wicht ',

51515
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Qubharein riche jowells did abound,
Thay rufcheit” rudely to the ground ;
And fet, in tyll their furious ire®,
Sanétum Sanctorum into fire °,

The appearance of Chrift coming to judgement is poeti-

cally painted, and m a ftyle of corre@tnefs and harmony, of
wiich few {pecimens were now feen.

As fire flaucht haftily glanfing?,
Difcend fhall the mof hevinly king ;
As Phebus in the orient

Lichinis? in haift to occident,

So plefandlie he fhall appeir

Among the hevinlie cloudis cleir.—
The angellis of the ordours nyne
Inviron fhall his throne divyne.—

Inv his prefence thare falbe borne

The fignis "of cros, and croun of thorne,
Fillar, nailis, feurgis;, and fpeir,
With everilk thing that did hym deir’,
The tyme of his grym paffioun:

And, for our confolatioun,

Appeir fall, in his hands and! feit,
And in his fyde the print compleit

Of his fyve woundis precious
Schyning lyke rubies radious.

When. Chrift is feated at the tribunal of judging the world,
he adds,

2 f Rafed % Lightens,

" In their rage, * Reprefentations.

* S1emars L, dii »Difmay, Tonment:
h Amereor-quickly glascing along

Thare
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Thare fall ane angell blawe a blaft
Quhilk fall make all the warld agaft ',

Among the monarchies, our author defcribes the papal
iee: whofe innovations, impoftures, and errors, he attacks
with much good fenfe, folid argument, and fatirical humour;
and whofe imperceptible increafe, from fimple and humble
beginnings to an enormity of {piritual tyranny, he traces
through a gradation of various corruptions and abufes, with
great penetration, and knowledge of hiftory .

Among antient peculiar cuftoms now loft, he mentions a
fuperftitious idol annually carried about the ftreets of
Edinburgh.

Of Edingburgh the great idolatrie,

And manifeft abominatioun !

On thare feift day, all creature may fee,

Thay beir ane ald ftok-image ™ throw the toun,
With talbrone *, trumpet, fhalme, and clarioun,
Qubhilk has bene ufit mony one yeir bigone,
With prieftis, and freris, into proceflioun,
Siclyke " as Bal was borne through Babilon =,

He alfo fpeaks of the people flocking to be cured of various
infirmities, to the auld rude, or crofs, of Kerrail®.

t Stomar. P i In Angus to the field chapel of Dron :

4 S1cwar. M. iii.

* An old image made of a ffock of wood.

= Tabor,

¥ fo as.

3 Sicnar, Hooi1. °

2 S51exaTr. H. 1. For allufions of this
kind the following flanza may be cited,
which I do rot entirely underftand. Sig-
wat. H. 1.

This was the praftick of fum pilgrimage,

Quhen fllokis into Fyfe began to fen

With Jok

vovage

d Thome than ke thai thair

Than Kittock thare alf cadye as ane Con,
Without regard other to fyn or fchame,
Gave Lownie leif at lafer to loup on,
Far better had bene till have biddin at
hame.
I will here take occafion to explin two
lines, Siemar. L i,
Nor yit the fair madin of France
Danter of Inglifh ordinance.
That is Joan of Arc, who fo often daunted
or defeated the Englith army. To this
heroine, and to Penthefilea, he compares
Semiramis.

Qur
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Our poet’s principal vouchers and authorities in the Mo-
NARCHIE, are Livy, Valerius Maximus, Jofephus, Diodorus
Siculus, Avicen the Arabic phyfician, Orofius, faint Jerom,
Polydore Virgil, Cario’s chronicle, the Fascicurus TEMPO-
ruM, and the Curonica CuronicaRumM. The FascrcvLus
TEMPORUM 15 a Latin chronicle, written at the clofe of the
fifteenth century by Wernerus Rolewinck, a Weftphalian,
and a Carthufian monk of Cologne; a moft venerable
volume, clofed with this colophon. * Fascrcurus Tempo-
“ rum, a Carthufienfe compilatum in formam cronicis figu-
¢ ratum ufque in annum 1478, a me Nicolao Gatz de Seltz-
“ tat imprefflum®” The Curonica CroNicARUM or CHRoO-
NicoN Muxpr, written by Hartmannus Schedelius, a phy-
fician at Nuremburgh, and from which our author evi-
dently took his philofophy in his DrrmE, was printed at
Nuremburgh in 1493 This was a moft popular compi-
lation, and is at prefent a great curiofity to thofe who are
fond of hiftory in the Gothic ftyle, confiting of wonders
conveyed in the black letter and wooden cuts. Cario’s
chronicle is a much more rational and elegant work : it was
originally compofed, about the beginning of the fixteenth
century, by Ludovicus Cario, an eminent mathematician,
and improved or written anew by Melanéthon. Of Orofius,
a wretched but admired chriftian hiftorian, who compiled in
Latin a feries of univerfal annals from the creation to the
fifth century, he cites a tranflation.

The tranflatour of Orofius
In his cronicle wryttis thus °.

I know of no Englifh tranflation of Orofius, unlefs the
Anglo-faxon verfion by king Alfred, and which would per-

» See it alfo among Scrirron. Ger- ¢ Again, ibid. by Joh. Schenfperger.
man, per |. Piftorium, tom. i. p. 580, 1407. fol. f:
dSiexar. F, i

haps
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haps have been much more dificult to Lyndefay than the
Latin origiual, may be called fuch: yet Orofius was carly
tranflated into French * and Italian’. For the flory of Alex-
ander the Great, our author feems to refer to Adam Davie's
poem on that fubject, written in the reign of Edward the
fecond®: a work, which I never remember to have feen
cited before, and of which, although deferving to be print-
ed, only two public manufcripts now remain, the one in the
library of Lincoln’s inn, and the other in the Bodleian
library at Oxford.

Alexander the conqueror,

Geve thou at lenth wald reid his ring®,
And of his cruell conquefling,

In INGLIS TUNGE IN HIS GREAT BUKE,
At lenth his Lyre thare thow may luke',

He acquaints us, yet not from his own knowledge, but on
the teftimony of other writers, that Homer and Hefiod were
the nventors in Greece, of poetry, medicine, mufic, and
aftronomy *.

Exrerience departs from the poet, and the dialogue is
ended, at the approach of the evening: which is defcribed
with thefe circumftances.

Behald, quhow Phebus downwart dois difeend,
Toward his palice in the occident '—

¢ By Philip Le Noir, Paris. 1526. fol. who wrote 2 peneral chronicle from the ffth
f By Benaccivoli, Ven. 1528, 4t0. century to his own times, entitled DE
E See fupr, vol. i. p. 2z0. Temrorisvs, and, I believe, firlt print-

" If thou at length would read his reign.  ed at Milan, 1475. fol. Afterwards re-
tSicwaT. K.iti. He alfo cites Lucan printed with improvements and continua
for Alexander, Sicwavr.L.i. Foranac- [fops, Part ly at Venice, 1483 4to:
count of the riches of pope John, he quotes And by Gi ‘at the end of Enfebus,
Palmerivs. Siewar. N, 1.  This muft ol 1570,
have been Matthens Palmerius abovemen- kSionaT, K, iif,
tioned, sathor of the CiTtra p1 Vita,

The
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The dew now donkis' the rofis redolent :
The mariguldis, that all day wer rejoyfit

Of Phebus heit, now craftily ar clofit®.—
The cornecraick in the croft, I heir hir cry;
The bat, the howlatt”, feebill of thare eis,
For thare paftyme, now in the evinning flies,
The nichtingaill with myrthfull melody

Her naturall notis, peirfit throuch the fky°.

S ISIS1IS1IS1S1E
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Many ather paffages in Lyndefay’s poems deferve attention.
Magdalene of France, married to James the fifth of Scot-
land *, did not live to fee the magnificent preparations made
for her public entry into Edinburgh. In a poem, called the
DzrTa oF queNe MaGpavLENE, our author, by a moft ftrik-
ing and lively profopopeia, an expoftulation with DeaT,

defcribes the whole order of the proceflion. I will give a
few of the ftanzas.

LS LS L=

Ao L

TrEIEF, faw thou not the greit preparativis
Of Edinburgh, the nobill famous toun ?
Thow fawe the peple labouring for thare livis,

To make tryumph with trumpe and clarioun I—
it SR R SN Mae Si ol g

4

Thow fawe makand ? rycht coftly fcaffolding,
Depayntyt weill with golde and afure fyne,
Reddie preparit for the upfetting,

With fountanis flowing water cleir and wyne:
Difagyfit * folkis, Iyke creaturis divyne,

! Moiftens. into France to addrels the princefs; to Le-
= Are clofed. ander fwimming through the Hellelpont
o Owlet. Owl, to Hero.

® SignaT. R, 9 Making,

P Not inelegantly, he compares James * Men, adors difguiled.

anaking frequent and dangerous voyages

Vor, II. L On
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On ilk fcaffold to play ane fundrie ftorie *:
Bot all in greitting * turnit thow that glorie.

Thow faw mony ane Inftie frefche galland

Weill ordourit for refaiving of thair quene,

11k craftifman with bent bawe in his hand,

Ful galzeartlie in fthort clothing of grene, &c¢,~—
* * & % * * # #® % *

Syne next in ordour pafling throw the toun,
Thou fuld have herd the din of inftrumentis,
Of tabrone, trumpet, fchalme, and clarioun,
With reird * reboundand throw the elementis;
The heraulds with ‘thare awfull veftimentis,
With maferis * upon ather of thare handis,

To rewle the prois, with burneift filver wandis.

Thow fhuld have hard * the ornate oratouris,
Makand hir hienes falutatioun,

Boith of the clergy toun and counfalouris,
With mony notable narratioun.

Thow fuld have fene her coronation,

In the fair abbay of the holie rude,

In preence of ane myrthfull multitude.

8ic banketting, fic awfull tournamentis

On hors and fute, that-tyme quhilk fuld have bene,
Sic chapell royall with fic inftrumentis,

And craftie mufick, &c¢’,— —_

Exclufive of this artificial and very poetical mode of in-
troducing a defeription of thefe fplendid fpectacles, inftead

* Plays and pageants afted on moveable ¥, Maces,
feaffolds. % Heard.

"To __L"!'J'.L'f. Y SicunaT, K. 1ii.

u Sound,
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of faying plainly that the queen’s death prevented the fuperb
cegemonies which would have attended het coronation, thefe
ftanzas have another merit, that of tranfmitting the ideas of
the times in the exhibition of a royal entertainment .

Our author’s CoMPLAYNT contains a ctitious picture, like
that in his Dreme, of the miferable policy by which Scot-
land was govertied under James the fifth. But he diverfifies
and enlivens the fubje, by {fuppofing the public felicity
which would take place, if all corrupt minifters and evil
counfellors were removed from the throne. This is de.
feribed by friking and picturefque perfonifications.

Juftice holds her fverd on hie,
With her ballance of equitie,.—
Dame Prudence has the by the heid,
And Temperance dois thy brydill leid.
I fee dame Force mak affiftance,
Beirand thy targe of affurance:

And lufty Tady Chaftitie

Has banniichit Senfualitie.

Dame Riches takes on the fic cure,
I pray God that fhe long indure!
That Poverte dar nocht be fene
Into thy hous, for baith her ene:
But fra thy grace fled mony mylis
Amangis the hunteris in the ylis®.

* The curious teadermay compare “ The  Zule is Chriftmas. S5 James the firft, i
* ordynaunce of the entre of quene Il his declaration at an affembly of thé Scotch
** into the towne of Pans,” in Fr Kirk at Edinburgh, in 150, ** The

 church of Geneva keep Pafbe and

Betfiers's Trandl. tom. 5. ¢, ¢lvii. f, 172,

*Biemat. G. i

® I hiere take occafion to éxplain the two
following lines.

Als Jhote Makray, the kingis fule,

Gat dowbyll garmountis agane the zule.
That i5, ** The king’s fool got two {uits
** of apparel, or garments doubly thick,
o wear at Chnfimas.” Sionat. G.i

(T

* Yure,” diatis, Baferand CHRzeTMAs.
Calderwood’s Hist. Ch. Scor. p: 256.
Our author, in The Compravys or 18 E
Parvyweo, fays that his bird fung well

b2 hoialen 5
enotgh to be a minftrel at Chriftmas, 5.
NaT. AL,

Scho micht have bene ane menfteall at the
it

Sf2 Thae

S LS S S

15151

-




SIS5})!

IS15151

==

ElHIS1515ISISEISESIS SIS IS55151

SL51E

)
M
-

116 THE HISTORY OF

I know not whether it be worth obferving, that playing
at cards is mentioned in this poem, among the diverfions,

oi games, of the court.

Thar was no play but carTis and dice*.

And it is mentioned as an accomplifhment jn the character

of a bifhop.

Bot geve thay can play

at the carrTIs .

Thus, in the year 1503, James the fourth of Scotland, at
an interview with the princefs Margaret in the caftle of

Newbattle, finds her playing

at cards. “ The kynge came

« prively to the faid caftell, and entred within the chammer
¢ [chamber] with a fmall cumpany, whare he founde the

¢ quene playing at the CARDES ".

Thus Robert of Brunne, in his chronicle,
fpeaking of King Arthur keeping Chrift-
mas at York.

On gole day mad he felt

With many barons of his gefle.

8ece Hearne's Ros. Grouvc. vol, il. p.
673, And Leland’sIrn, vel, ii. p. 116.
In the north of England, Chriftmas to this
day is called ale, yule, or yewlr. Blount
fays, *¢ in the northern parts they have an
wt" gld cuftom, after fermon or fervice on
¢ “Chriftmas-day ; the people will, even
¢ in the churches, cry ule, ale, asa token
+ of rejoycing, and the common fort run
+¢ ahout the ftreets finging,

« Upe, ULr; ULz,
¢¢ Three puddings in a pule,
¢« Crack nuts, and ery Ureg.”

-

a

Wy

er from a Britith word

r, or from the Latin #7-

e

lig, fignifies the Chriffmas holidays, where
wyla of guylian is the plural of suylar
auyl.

I alfo take this opportunity of obferving,
that the court of the Roman pontiff was
exhilarated by a fool. The pope’s fool was
in England in 1230, and received forty
fhillings of king Henry the third, dedino
regis. MBS, James, xxviii. p. 190

¢ Srcwart. F.iii.

4S1exaT. G 1.

¢ Leland, Corr. ArpenD. il p. 284
ut fupr. In our author’s TracEDIE of
Carninar Beroun, a foliloquy fpoken
by the cardinal, he is made to declare, that
he played with the king for three thoufand
crowns of gold in one night, at cartis and
dice. StowaT. L. ii. They are alfo men-
tioned in an old anonymous Scotch poem,
Of Coverice, Awc. Sc. P.ut fupr, p.
168, . 1ii.

Halking, hunting, and {wift horfe rynning,
Are changi in Wrangus wynning;
Thar is no play bot eartis and dyce.

- e
Where, by the way. Imrﬁ'-mcmg 1 £on=
fidered ameng the liberal fports, iﬂf"{ -

hawsingy
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« ‘Prophefies of apparent impoffibilities were common in
Scotland: fuch as the removal of one place to another.
Under this popular prophetic formulary, may be ranked the
prediction in Shakefpeare’s MacseTn, where the Appari-

TIoN fays, that Birnam-wood fhall go to Dufinane. In the
fame ftrain, peculiar to his country, fays our author,

Quhen the Bas and the ifle of May
Beis fet upon the mount Sinay,

Quhen the Lowmound befyde Falkland
Beis liftit to Northumberland,

But he happily avails himfelf of the form, to ntroduce a

{troke of fatire.

Quhen Kirkman zairnis “ no dignite,
Nor wyffis no foveranite®.

The minority of James the fifth was diffipated in plea-.

fures, .and his education moft induftrioufly negletted. He

hawking, and hunting ; and not as a fpecies
of gaming. See alfo, Isip. p. 146. &. v.
Cardsare mentioned in a flatate of Henry
the feventh, xi. Hen. vii. cap. i1, That is,
in 1406, Do Cange cites two Greek wri-
ters, who mention card-playing as one of
the games of modern Greece, at lealt be-
fore the year 1408. Gross. Gu, tom. ii.
V. XAPTIA, p. 1734, It feems highly
Frobab'l:, that the Arabians, fo famous
or their ingenuity, more efpecially in what-
ever related to nombers and czlculation,
were the inventors of cards, which they
communicated to the Conftantinopolitan
Greeks.  Carpentier fays, that cards, or
fulia luforie, are prohibited in the STa-
Tuta CriMin, Saonz. cap: xxx. p. 61.
Buz the ape of thefe ftarutes has not occtred
to me. ppLEM. LaTr. Gross. Du
Cange, V. Carr2, tom. i p. 842,
Benediting Abbas ha: pref i & very
curious edigt, which fhews the Mate of

Eaming in the chriftian army, commanded
y Richard the firlt king of England, and
Philip of France, during the crufade in
the year 1190, No per!’.m in the army 1%
permitted to play at any fort of game for
money, except Knights and Clergymen ;
who in on¢ whole day and night fhall not,
each, lofe more than twenty fhillings: o
pain of forfeiting one hundred fhillings, to
the archbithops of the army. The two
kings may play for what they pleafe: bug
their attendants, not for more than twenty
fhillings. Otherwife, they are to be whip-
ped naked through the army for three days,
&e. Vims Ricoi. p. Gro. edit, Hearn.
tom, ii, King Richard is deferibed play-
ing at chefs jn this expedition. MSE
Harl, 4699.

And kyng Rychard ftode and playe

At the cheile in hys galleye.

FEBam.  Gain,

8 Ibid. Siasar. H. i
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18 THE HISTORY OF

LIPS

vas flattered, not inftruted, by his preceptors. His un-
guarded vmlth was artfully ex Imiul to the moft alluring
temptations”. It was in this reign, that the nobility of
Scotland began to fre qubnt the court; which foon became
theé theatie of all thofe idle amufements which were calcu-
lated to folicit the attention of a young king. All thefe
abufes are painted in this poem w ith an honeft unreferved
indignation. It muft not in the mean time be forgotten,
that James PCJ:[J fled eminent abilities, and a love of 11t€|.‘1.-
ture: nor is it befide our prefent purpofe to obferve, that he
was the author of the celebrated ballad called CurisT's Kirg
oN THE GREEN',

The CovtpLAvnT or Tae PariNco is a piece of the like
tendency. In the Prologue, there is a curious and critical
catalogue of the Scotch poets who flourifhed about the four-
teenth, fifteenth, and fixteenth centuries. As the names
and works of many of them feem to be totally forgotten,
and as it may contribute to throw fome new lights on the
neglected hiftory of the Scotch poetry, 1 fhall not {cruple to
give the paflage at large, with a few illuftrations. Our
author declares, that the poets of his own age dare not
afpire to the praife of the three Englifh pocts, Chaucer,
Gower, and Lydgate. He then, under the fame idea, makes
a tranfition to the moft diftinguithed poets, who formerly
flourifhed i Scotland.

-

I Even his governors and preceptors
threw thefe temptations in his way : a cir-
cumftance touched with fome humour by
our author.  Ibid. Stewnar. Gu

Thare was few of that garnifoun

That lernit hym ane gude leiffoun.

Qued one, The dewill ftik me with ane
knyfe,

Bot, Schir, I knaw ane'maid in Fyfe,

Ane of the luftieft wantoun faffis !

Hald thy tunge brother, quod ane uther,

I knaw ane fairer be fyftene futher,

Schir, whan'ye pleis to Linlichquow pas,

Thare I”.lll ye fe ane luitie las.

Now tritill tratill tresw logv,

Quod the third man, thow dois bot mow

Q‘_f'nrt his-grace cummis to faire Stirling

Thare fal ]lL’ {e ane dayis darling.

Schir guod the fourth, tak my countell,.

And go all to the hie bordell,

Thare may we loup at liberts

Withoutin any gravite, &c.

Compare Buchanan, HisT, lib. xiv. ad fi.
i Printedl at Oxford, by Edm, Gibfon,

1891, 4to. with Notes, He died in 1452+

Ou




ENGLISH

POETRY 319

Or quho can now the workis contrefait *
Of Kennepie ', with termis aureait ?

Or of Duxsar, quha language had at Ia
As may be fene intyll his goLpin Tarcs

r'ore
-g'r,
m 5

QUINTYN ", MERSER > Rowir®, HENDERSON L Hay', and

Horranp®,

Thocht thay be deid, thair Libellis bene livand °,
Quhilk to reheirs makis redaris to rejoife.
Allace for one quhilk lamp was of this land,
Of eloquence the flowand balmy ftrand®,

And in our Inglis rhetorick the rofe,

As of rubeis the carbuncle bene chofe,

& Imitate.

! I fuppofe Walten Kennedie, who wrote
4 poem in Scottifh metre, whether printed
I know not, on the Paffion of Chrift. MSS.
Coll, Grefham, 286, Some of Kennedie’s
poems are in MSS. Hyndford, The
Flyting between Dunbar and Kennedy is in
the Evercrerr, Sep Dupbar, ut fupr.
P.77- And ibid. p. 274, And Ken-
nedy’s Prars op Acg, ibid. p. 189, He
exceeds his cotemporary Danbar in finooth-
nefs of verfification.

™ The poem examined above, p- 264,

® He flourithed about the year 1320,
He was driven from Scotland under the
devaftations of Edward the frit, and took
refuge 'at Paris.  He wrote a poem, called
the Complaint of the Miferics of bis Country,
printed at Paris, 1511, Dempit. xv, 1034

° Merfer is celebrated by Danbar, La-
MENT ROL THE Derw or The Maix-
kAR, or Pores. See Axc. Scorrisy
Pogwms, ut fupr. p. 79

That did in Ipve o, JyAy wryte,

So fchort, fo quick, of fentens hie,
See, in that Colleftion, kis PErresy 1x
Paramowps, P+ 156,

® Dunbar mentions Rowll of Aberdeen,
and: Rowll of Corftorphine, * twa bettir
“ fallowis did no man fie.” Ihid, pi77.

In Lord Hyndford’s Manafeript [p. 104. 2.}
a_ poem 15 mentioned, called Rowry's
Cursinc, ibid. p. 272. There is an
allufion in this piece to pope Alexander the
fixth, who prefided from 1492 to. 1503,

4 Perhaps Robert Henrifon. See Dun-
bar, ubi fupr. p. 77. And ibid. p- g8.
fog. In MSS. Harl are, * The morall
“ fabillis -of Efope compylit be Mailter
*¢ Robert Henryfount fcholmailter of Dum-
o ﬁ:r]ing, 1571." 3865, 1. He was moft
probahb teacher of the youth in the Be-
nedictine at Dunfermline, See
many of his poems, which are of a grave
moril torn, in the elegant Scottifh Mif-
cellany: jult cited.

* Lknow not ifhe means Archibald Hay,
who wrote a panggyric on Cardinal Beaton,
printed at Paris, 1540, 4to, He allp
flated the Hecura of Euripides from
Greek into Latin, MSS. Hatrow, But
F have feen none of his Scotch poetry. ;

* See. Dunbar, ut fupr. p. 77.  His

oemy, called the Howrarr, is in the

anuftripts of Lord Hyndford, and Lord
Auchinleck,  In this are deffribed, the
“ Kyndis of inftrumentis, the fportaris,
o [i[:lg]t;!’ﬂ the Irifh bard] and the fole™
It was written before the year 1435.

¢ Living.

- Stream.
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And as Phebus dois Cynthie precell ;
So Gawin Dowacras; bifchop of Dunkell,

Had, quhen he was into this land on lyve,
Above vulgar poetis prorogatyve,

Both in practick and fpeculatioun.

I fay no more: gude redaris may difcryve

His worthy workis, in noumer mo than fyve.
And fpeciallie the trew tranflatioun

Of Virgill, quhilk bene confolatioun

To cunnyng men to knawe his greit ingyne,
As weill in fcience naturall as devyne.

)
ia
Ul
=
ul
ul
E;

{
=
M
0
=)
T
| =
B
-
ur.
[y
-
s
1l
[n
*3
=
J
I
Al
ol
- -.
i

And in the court bene prefent in their dayis,
That ballatis brevis " luftally and layis,
Quhilkis to our princis daylie thay do prefent.
Qho can fay more than fchir James Incris fayis
In ballatis, farfis, and in plefand playis *?

Bot CurTrose has his pen maid impotent,

Kid in cunnyng” and praétick richt prudent.
And STEwART quhilk defireth one ftatlie ftyle
Full ornate workis daylis dois compyle.
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StewaRrT of Lorne will carp richt curiouflie?,
GavrsrarTh, Kynroicu ', quhen thay tham lyft applie
Into that art, ar craftic of ingyne.

w Write. one, under the name of Gasrierl Kix-
i I *i * [ know nothing of Sir James Inglis, Lvck, in an edition of fome of Lynde-
I ii]j;;'aﬁl 1% (0% or of his ballads, farces, and pleafant plays.  fay’s works firf furmed and mads perfed
"‘11|.;..!;_ .;iﬁLL Flet But ene John Inglith was mafter of a com-  Englijfbe, printed at London by Thomas

: F L ﬂ

SIS IS 1SS I51IEISIE

pany of players, as we have before feen, Purfoote, A.D. 1581. p. 105. This e-
at the marriage of James the fourth, Here  dition often omits whole ftanzas; and has
is'a proof, however, that theatrical repre-  the moft arbitrary and licentions mifrepre=
fentations were now in high repute in the  fentations of the text, always for the worle,

court of Scotland. The editar, or tranflarer, did not under-
r Yet in knowing. ftand the Scottifh language ; and is, befides,
% See fome of his fatirical poetry, Axc.  a wretched writer of Englith. But the at-
Se. P p. 151, tempt fufficiently expofes itfelf.

* Thefe two poets are converied into

Bot

£y Ly By LSy Ly Ly Ly LS
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Bot now of late is ftart up haiftelie,

One cunnyng clarke, quhilk wrytith craftelie:
One plant of poets callit BArLenpyNE®

Quhofe ornate workis my wit can nocht defyne:
Get he into the court auctorite,

He will precell Quintyn and Kennedie °.

The Scotch, from that philofophical and {fpeculative cafk
which charaéterifes their national genius, were more zealous
and early friends to a reformation of religion than their
neighbours in England. The pomp and elegance of the ca-
tholic worfhip made no impreflion on a people, whofe de-
votion fought only for folid -edification; and who had neo
notion that the interpofition of the fenfes could with any
propriety be admitted to cooperate in an exercife of fuch a
nature, which appealed to reafon alone, and feemed to ex-
clude all aids of the imagination. It was natural that fuch
a people, in their fyftem of fpiritual refinement, fhould
warmly prefer the fevere and rigid plan of Calvin: and it
1s from this principle, that we find moft of their writers, at
the reftoration of learning, taking all occafions of cenfuring

"1 prefume this.is John Balantyn, or  this does not appear in the Edinbur
Ballenden, archdeacon of Murray, canon  dition: alfo Epifiles to Fanmier the fifih, and
of Rofle, and clerk of the repifier in the  Ow phe Life of I_;u;_ gras, - Many of- his
minority of James the fifth -mcl his fuccef~  poems are extant.  The author st the ar-
four. He was a doftor of the Serbonne at  ticle DALLEN DEN, in the BlocRAPHIA
Paris. G. Con, D¢ duplici flatu veligionis  BRiTANwICA, written more than thirty
apud Scoror, lib. il p. 167. Acthe com-  ago, fays, that *“ in the large colleftion of
mand of James the fifth, he tranflated the ¥ HCG[':LJI poems, mide h\, Mr. Carmi-
feventeen books of Hedtor Boe s His- ¢ chael, there were fome of our author’s
TORY OoF ScoTLanp, Edinb. | by T. Da- S on various 1-u|\jcﬁ?_s; and Mr. Laorence
vidfon, 1536. fol. The preface is in  ** Dundafs had feveral, ‘whether in manu=
verfe, ¢ Thow maz reyal buke pas to the  ** fcript or printed, I cannotfay.” vol. i
* nobyll prince.” Prefixed is the Cos- p- 461. His fyle has many gallicifms.
MOGRAFHY of Boethi Hitery, whichh  He‘feems to have been'a young man, when
Mackenzie ealls, A D on of Albany,.  this compliment was paid him by Lynde-
ii. 556,  Be it.is a Prologue, a vifion fdy. He died at Rome, 1550, Demplh,

in Verfe, in which Vie TUE and PLEASURE - i, 1gy7. Bale, xiv. 65. Mackenz. ii
addrefs the king, after the manner of a  §g5. feq.

dialogue. He wrote an addirion of ope cSrewaT. K,

mundred years to Boethius’s hiltory = but

Vol. II. T t the
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the abfurdities of popery with an unufual degree of ab-
horrence and afperity.

In the courfe of the poem before us, an aiIegDry on the
corruptions of the church is introduced, not deftitute of in-
vention, humour, and elegance: but founded on one of the
weak theories of Wickliffe, who not cenfidering religion as
reduced to a civil eftablifhment, and becaufe Chrift and his
apoftles were poor, imagined that fecular pofleflions were in-
confiftent with the fimplicity of the gofpel.

In the primitive and pure ages of chriftianity, the poet
fuppofes, that the Church married Poverty, whofe children
were Chaftity and Devotion. The emperour Cenftantine
foon afterwards divorced this fober and decent couple; and
without obtaining or afking a difpenfation, married the
Church with great folemnity to Property. Pope Silvefter
ratified the marriage: and Devotion retired to a hermitage,
They had two daughters, Riches and Senfuality; who were
very beautiful, and foon attracted fuch great and univerfal
regard, that they acquired the chief afcendancy in all {piri-
tual affairs. Such was the influence of Senfuality in parti-
cular, that Chaftity, the daughter of the Church by Poverty,
was exiled: fhe tried, but in vain, to gain proteétion in
Italy and France. Her fuccefs was equally bad in England,
She ftrove to take refuge in the court of Scotland : but they
drove her from the court to the clergy. The bifhops were
alarmed at her appearance, and protefted they would harbour
no rebel to the See of Rome. They fent her to the nuns,
who received her in form, with proceffions and other honours.
But news being immediately difpatched to Senfuality and
Riches, of her fric-ntil}' reception among the nuns, fhe wwas
again compelled to turn fugitive. She next fled to the mendi-
cant friers, who declared they could not take charge of ladies.
At laft fhe was found fecreted in the nunnery of the Burrow-
moor near Edinburgh, where fhe had met her mother Po-
verty and her fifter Devotion. Senfuality attempts to befiege

this
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this religious houfe, but without effect. 'The pious fifters
were armed at all points, and kept an irrefiftible piece of ar-
tillery, called Domine cuffods nos.

Within quhofe fchot, thare dar no enemies
Approche their places for dread of -dyntis dour *;
Boith nicht and day thay work lyke befie beis *,
For thar defence reddie to ftand in ftour:

And keip fic watchis on their utter tour,

That dame Senfuall with feige dar not affaile,
Nor cum within the fchot of thare artaile”.

I know not whether this chafte fifterhood had the delicacy
to obferve firictly the injunctions prefcribed to a fociety of
nuns in England ; who, to preferve a cool habit, were or-
dered to be regularly blooded three times every year, but not
by a fecular perfon, and the priefts who performed the ope-
ration were never fuffered to be ftrangers®.

I muft not difmifs this poem, without pointing out a
beautiful valedition to the royal palace of Snowdon ; which
is not only highly fentimental and expreflive of poetical
feelings, but ftrongly impreffes on the mind an image of the
romantic magnificence of antient times, {fo remote from the
ftate of modern manners,

Adew fair Snawdoune, with thy touris hie,
Thy chapell royall, park, and tabill rounde*!
May, June, and July, wald T dwell in the,
War I one man, to heir the hirdis found
Quhilk doth againe thy royal roche rebound '!

 Hard dints. € MSS, Jasres, xxvi. p. 42, Bibl. Bodl.
*Bufy bees. Oxon.
! Arallery. Statar. C it b Round table., Tournaments,

F8igmar. B, il

T f.2 Our

1515151

5151515

L

=ikl

===l




L =1.=% L

IS1IS51515]

= L=

515151515 1S1IS1IS1SISISS SIS 1SS 15151

L.

1 E

SIS1S 1518

Ay

SiS15]

=
-
-

151551515 1E

124 THIET IS T O R:Y OF

Our author'’s poem, To the Kingis grace in confemptionn of
fyde taillis, that is, a cen ure on the affectation of long trains
worn by the ladies, has more humour than decency ‘. He
allows a tail to the queen, but thinks it an affront to the
royal dignity and prerogative that,

Every lady of the land

Should have hir taill fo- fyde trailland \—
Qubhare ever thay go it may be fene

How kirk and calfay they fuepe clene " —
Kittok that clekkit was yeftrene*,

The morne wyll counterfute the quene.
Ane mureland® Mag that milkid the zowis
Claggit * with clay above the howis,

In barn, nor byir, fcho woll nocht byde
Without her kyrtill taill befyde.—

They waift more claith [cloth] within few yeiris
Than wald claith fyftie {core of freris®.

In a ftatute of James the fecond of Scotland®, about the
year 1460, it was ordered, that no woman {hould come to
church or to market with her face muflled, that is muzzled,
or covered. Notwithftanding this feafonable interpofition of
the legiflature, the ladies of Scotland continued muzzied
during three reigns’, The enormous excrefcence of female

£ Compare a manufcrnipt poem of Oc-
cleve, (};‘P."I‘a‘lf and awafl elotbing of Lerdis
manm avbick {5 azens ber aflate. MSS. Lavp.
; b. Bibl. Bodl. His chief
complaint is againft pendent fleeves, fiweep-
i'n;: the Rmull.d, which with their fur a-
mount to mare than twenty pounds.

ESicrat. L. ii.

= Canfey. Street. Path.

" Kitry that was born y

* Moor-land.

F Clogped,

. n® He commends the

Iy for their degéncy in

rAcT. 70. ;

s As appears from & paffage in the poem
before us,

Bot in the kirk and market placis _

I'think thay fuld nocht hide thair facis-—
He therefore advifes the king to iffie 3
proclamation,
Both throw the land, and Borrowftonis, |
To fchaw thare face, and cut thare gownis:
He ‘adds, that this is quite contrary 1@ the
mode of the French ladies.

Hails ane Frence lady quhen ye pleis:

Scho wyll difcover month and neis:

tails
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P
tails was prohibited in the fame ftatute, © That na woman
¢ wear tails unfit in length.” The ng]t[lTJ;ﬁ'EL length of thefe
tails is not, however, determined in this ftatute; a circum-
ftance which we may collett from a mandate ﬂfuhd by a
papal lcwatr._ in Germany, in the fourteenth century. “Itis
& decucd that the apparel of women, which ought to be
3 conﬁfccnt with modefty, but now, through their foolifh-
nefs, is degenerated into wantonnefs and extravagance,
more particularly the immoderate length of their petti-
coats, with which they fweep the ground, be reftrained to
a moderate fafhion, agreeably to the decency of the fex,
under pain of the fentence of excommunication'.” The
orthodoxy of petticoats is not precifely afcertained in this
falutary edi€t: but as it excommunicates thofe female tails,
which, in our author's phrafe, keep the kirk and caufey clean,
and allows fuch a moderate ftandard to the petticoat, as is
compatible with female delicacy, it may be concluded, that,
the ladies who covered their feet were looked upon as very
laudable conformifts: an inch or two lefs would have been
avowed immodefty ; an inch or two more an affeétation bor-
dering upon herefy®. What good effeéts followed from this
ecclefiaftical cenfure, I do not find : it is, however, evident,
that the Scottifh aft of parliament againft long faifs was as
little obferved, as that againft muzzling. Probably the force
of the poet’s fatire effeted a more fpeedy reformation of
fuch abufes, than the menaces of the church, or the laws of
the land. But thefe capricious vanities were not confined to
Scotland alone. In England, as we are informed by feveral an-
tiquaries, the women of quality firft wore trains in the reign

f Richard the fecond: a novelty which induced a well

(4
€
L1
&

111

* ¢ Velamina etiam maulierum, que ad  *° ufum, ficat decer verecamdiam fixur, per

8 erecundiam defiomandam eis funt con- c.xmmmumratm:m fententiam - cohibe-
¢ ceffa, fed nune, per infipientiam earum, “** anmun™ Ludewig, REviq. Dirron,
“¢ in lafciviam et hwariam excreverant, et tom.ii. p. 441,

Y fmmedirata  longitade  fuperpellicesrnm, u See¢ Notes to Anc, Sc. Porms, nt

“ guibns puloirens trabunt; ad moderatum  fupr. p. 256 M
mEﬂ.nmg
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medning divine, of thofe times, to write a tract Contré can-
rum, againft the Tails of the Ladies ™. Whether
of 116 this remotiftrance operated fo far, as to occafion the
contrary extreme, and even to have been the diftant caife of
producing the fhort petticoats of the prefent age, I cannot
fay. As an apology, however, for the Engliih ladics, in
adopting this fafthion, we fhould in juftice remiember, as was
the cafe of the Scotch, that it was countenanced by Anne,
Richard’s queen: a lady not lefs enterprifing than fuccefsful
in her attacks on eftablifhed forms; and whole authorityand
example were fo powerful, as to abolifh, even in ‘defiance of
France, the fafe, commodious, and natural mode of riding
on horfeback, hitherto practiced by the women of England,
and to Introduce fide-faddles .

An anonymous Scotch poem has lately been communicated
to me, belonging to this period: of which, as it was néver
printed, and as it contains 'capital tolichies of fatirical hu-
mour, not inferior to thofe 'of Dunbar and Lyndefay, 1am
tempted to tranfcribe a few ftanzas’. Tt appears to have
been written foon after the death of James the fifth®. The
poet mentions the death of James the fourth, who was kll-
¢d in the battle of Flodden-field, fought in the year 1513°%
It is entitled DoncANE LATDER, 6r MAKGREGOR™S TES-
TaMeNT % The Scotch poets were fond of conveying -
vective, under the form of an affumed character wiiting a
will <. In the pdem before Us, the writer expofes the ruinous

s o
aas Goi

w ‘See Colleflanea Hiftorica, ex Dre- = V., 1652.
riow. MS. Thome Gafcoign, “Aped L e

Heamnes W. HeminGrogp, ps 512,

* Chaucer reprefents his Wirr ox Barn
as riding with a pair of fpurs. Prow.
¥. 475. pos. Urr.

And.on her feete a paire of fporris fharpe.

v For the ufe ‘of this manofeript 1 am
ebliged to the mgenious Mr. Pennant;
whofe valuable pablicatigns are'familiar wo
every reader of talle and fcience.

» 4 Copied, fays my manufefipt,at Tay-
“ mouth, in September 176g. Irom &
* Manufeript in the library there, ending
** Augult 20th, 1490.”" The latter date
certainly canmot refer to the time when
this. poem, was written.

¢ Sea 3 Teftament wf Mr. Andre Ken-
redy. 'Anc, Se. Poems, ug fopr. ps 35-

policy,
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policy, and the general corruption of public manners, pre-
vailing in Scotland, under the perfonage of the Stronc
Man °, that is, tyranny or oppreflion. Yet there are fome
circumftances which feem to point out a particular feudal
lord, famous for his exaétions and infolence, and who at
length was outlawed. Our teftator introduces himfelf to
the reader’s acquaintance, by defcribing his own charater
and way of life, in the following expreflive allegories.

My maifter houfhold was heich ® Oppreffioun,
Reif * my ftewart, that cairit of na wrang*;
Murthure, Slauchtir®, aye of ane profefiioun,
My cubicularis * has bene thir yearis lang:
Recept, that oft tulk in mony ane fang*,
Was porter to the yettis', to oppin wyde;
And Covatice was chamberlane at all tyde®,

Confpiracie, Invy, and Falfe Report,

Were my prime counfalouris, leve " and deare;
Then Robberie, thie peepill to extort,

And common Thift * tuke on tham fa the fteir®,
That Treuth in my prefince durft not appeir,
For Falfheid had him ay at mortal feid %,

And Thift brocht Lautie finallie to deid *

Oppreflioun clikit Gude Reule’ be the hair,
And fuddainlie in ane preefoun * him flang ;
And Crueltie caft Pitic our the ftair®,

4%z, Lalper. A Beloved.

* Named. Hight. ® Theft.

I Robbery. » Steer.  §eegrage, The management.

£ Took many a beoty. 9 Enmity. Hatred.

b Murder, Slaughter. * Brought Loyalty to death,

VThe pages of my bed-chamber, Call- * Caught Good Rule. Read eleidit, cleck-
<d, in Scotland, Chamber-ladr. ed. Crrix is crooked iron, Uscer.

& That ferupled to do no wrong. tThrew him info prifon.

1 Gates. Yares, Yariis. % Over the fairs.

& All times.

Quhill
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Qbuill Innocence was murthurit in that thrang *.
Than Falfheid faid, he maid my houfe richt 1’(L':111g,
And furnift weill with meikill wrangus geir %,

And bad me neither god nor man to feir’,

At length, in confequence of repeated enormities and vio-
lations of juftice, Duncane fuppofes himfelf to be impri-
foned, and about to f{uffer the extreme fentence of the law.
He therefore very providently makes his laft will, which
contains the following witty bequefts.

To my CuraT Neglig

nce I refigne,

Thairwith his parochinaris * to teche;

Ane ather gift I leif him als condigne?,
Slouth and Ignorance fendill® for to preche:
The faullis he committis for to bleiche ©

In purgatorie, quhill® thaie be wafchin clene,
Pure religion thairbie to fuftene.

To the Vicar I leif Diligence and Care

To tak the upmoft claith and the kirk kow =
Mair nor ' to put the corps in fepulture ;
Have pouir wad fix gryis and ane fow %,

He will have ane to fill his bellie fowe":

¥ Murthered in the croud.

* Furnifhed it well with much ill-gotten
wealth.

*'V. 15. feg.

= Panfhioners.

" As pood,

- Scl(i[nm,

< To be bleached. Whitened, or pu
rified.

4 Till they be wafhed

* Part of the pall, taken as a fee at fu-
nerals,  The Kirk-foav, or cow, is an ec-

clefiaftical perquifite which I do not under-

ftand.

! Mare than,

£ Tf the poor have fix pigs and ane fow.

b His belly full. Berrv was not yet
profribed as 2 coarfe indelicate word. It
often occurs in our Tranflation of the BI’-'-J"f:
and is ufed, fomewhat fingularly, in 8
chapter-aét of Weftminfter-abbey, fo J?ic
as the year 1628, -The prehendaries vin-
dicate themfelves from the imputation of
having reported, that their dean, bifhop
Williams, repaired the abbey, * out of
“ the diet, and Brrries of the preben-
¢ daries, and revenues of our faid church,
< and not out of his own revennes, &c.”
Widmore’s WesTaminst. ABBEY, P. 213
Append, Num. xit, Lond. 1751 Hf":;
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His thocht is mair upon the pafche fynis,
Nor the faullis in purgatorie that pynis ',

Oppreflioun the Persong I leif untill

Pouir mens corne to hald upon the rig,
Quhill he get the teynd alhail at his will =:
Suppois the barins thair bread fuld go thig®,

His purpois is na kirkis for to big °;

Sa fair an barne-tyme* god has him fendin,
This feven years the queir will ly unmendin *,

I leif unto the Deax Dignite, bot faill -,
With Greit Attendence quilk he fall not mifs,
Ira adulteraris [to] tack the buttock-maill *;
Gif ane man to ane madin gif ane kifs

Get he pot geir, thai fall not come to blifs “:
His winnyng * is maift throw fornicatioun,
Spending it fhur with ficlike * occupatioun.

@i we now think, a periphrafis, at leaft
another term, was obvious. How thock-
sng, -or rather ridiculons, would this ex-
prefion appear in & modem inftrument,
figned by a bedy of clerpy !

! He thinks more of his Eafter-offerings,
than of the fouls in purgatory. Pafche is
pafebal. Paxs, Eafter.

¢ I leave Oppreflion to the Pansow, the
proprictor of the great, or reftorial, tythes.

' To keep the vorn of ithe poor in the
rig, orrick,

“ Until he et the tythe all at his will.

" Suppofe the children Mhoald beg their
bread. Barips, .or Bearns.

* To build no churches,

P So fair a harvett.

% The cheir, or chancel, which, as the
rector, he is obliged to keep .in repair.
The more tythe he receives, the lefs wil-
ling he is-to return a due proportion of it
to the church,

Vol, 1I.

Un

* Without doubt.

* A fine for adultery, Marrrs is duties,
rents, MaiLe-mEn, MartLeris, per-
foms who pay rent, Male is Saxon for tri-
bute or tax. Whence Maalman, Saxon,
for one paying tribute.  See Spelman and
Dafrefne, in VV,

tIfa man give a maid one kifs. Chau-
cer {ays of his Somrwour, or Apparitor,
Pror. Usr. p. 6. v. 651.

He would fuffer far a quart of wine
A good fellow to hava his concubine.

See the Frezres Tare, where thefe a-
bufes are expofed with much humour. Urr.
edit. p. 8. :

" If he does not get Lis fine, they will
not be faved. Gere is properly poods,
chargels.

¥ His profits, in the fpiritual court.

* Sorely in the fame thanner.

I leif

LE
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I leif unto the Priours, for his part,
Gluttony, him and his monkis to feid,

With far better will to drink ane quart’,
Nor an the bible ane chaptoure * to reid ;

Yit ar thai wyis and fubtile into deid?,
Fenzeis thame pouir®, and has gret fufficence,
And takith wolth away with gret patience.

I leif the ApsoT Pride and Arrogance,

With trappit mules in the court to ryde*,
Not in the clofter to make refidence;

It is na honoure thair for him to byde*,

But ever for ane bifchoprik provyde °:

For weill ye wat ane pouir benefice,

Of ten thoufand markis ' may not him fuffice.

To the Biscuor his Free will T allege®,
Becaus thair [is] na man him [dares] to blame;
Fra fecular men he will him replege %,

¥ An Englifh gallen,
* To read one chapter.
Unto death.
» Feign themfelves poor,

¢ To ride on a mule with rich trappings.
Cavendith fa}'s_ that when cardinal “"n]i';’].'
went embaffador to France, he rode through
London with more than twenty fumpter-
mules. He adds, that Wolfey ¢ rode very
“¢ fumptoouilie like a cardinal, on a mule ;
*« with his fpare-mule, and his fpare-horfe,
< govered with crimfon welvett, and gilt
““ frrops, &c.” Mewm. or Carp. Wor-
seY, edit. Lond. 1708. Bvo. P57 When
he meets the king of France near Amiens,
he mounts another mule, more fuperbly
foned. Ibid. p: 6g. See alfo p. 192,
[See a manufcript of this Life, M3S,
Lauvn, 1. 66. MSS. Arnca, B, 44. Bibl.
Bodl.] The fame writer, one of the car-
dinal’s domeftics, fays t he conitantly
rode 10 Welkminfter-hall, ** on a mule

¢ trapped in crimfon velvett with a faddle
“ of the fame.”” TIhid. p- 29« 30. In::.he
Computus of Maxtoke priory, in Warwick-
ﬂ]ire, for the year |_|._J|.f1. this article of ex-
penditure accurs, ** Pro pabulo doarum
“ mularum com harnefiis domini Prioris
“ hoc anno.” Agiin in the fame year
% Pro freno deaurato, cum fella et panno
“¢ blodii coloris, mule Prioris,” MS
penes me fupr. citat, Wiccliffe deferibesa
Worpry Priest, * with fair hors _-'tmi
“ jolly, and gay faddles and bridles ring-
= Eug hy the way, and taim{clf 111' Cﬂil]F
¢ clothes and pelure.” Lewis’s WiceL.
p. 121.

4 Continue.

¢ Look out for a bifhoprick.

f Marcs.

£ Give, Affign.

& He will order tryal in his saws court.
It is therefore unfafe to attack him,

And
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And weill ye wat the pape is fur fra hame':
To preich the gofpell he thinkis {chame,
(Suppofis fum tym it was his profeflioun,)
Rather nor for to fit upon the feffioun *.

I leif my Flatterie, and Fals Diflembling,

Unto the Freris, thai {a weill can fleitche?,

With mair profit throwe ane marriage-making
Nor all the lentrane ™ in the kirk to preiche .
Thai gloifs ° the feripture, ever quhen thai teache,
Moer in intent the auditouris to pleifs,

Nor the trew worde of god for to appeifs®.

Thir* gifts that dame Nature has me Ient

I have difponit * heir, as ye may fee:

It nevir was, nor yit is, my intent,

That trew kirkmen get acht belongis to me‘s
But that haulis ' Huredome and Harlottrie,
Gluttony, Invy, Covatice, and Pryde,

My executouris I mak tham at this tyde.

Adew all friends, quhill* after that we meit,
I cannot tell yow quhair, nor in quhat place;
But as the lord difpoufis for my fpreit,

' You well know the pope is ata great
diftance.

k He had rather {it in parliament,

I Fawn.

" Or, Lentron. Lent

" Who get more by making one match,
than by preaching a whole Lent. The
mendicants gained an eftablithment in fa-
milies, and were confulted and gave their
advice in all cafes. Chaucer’s Fregre

Had mad full manie a marriage
Of yong women, &c. ProL: V. 212,
yong ’

? Expound.

P Explain. The mendicants not only
perverted the plainelt texts of feripture to
cover rht,lﬂ' owin fr.‘[udu[ulL pl‘l]“]J[JfL‘S, b'\:t
aften amufed their hearers with legends and

religious romances. Wiccliffe, the grand
antagonift of thefe orders, fays that,
“ Capped [graduated] friers that ‘been
¢ cleped [called] mafters of divinitie, have
¢ their chamber and fervice as lords and
b kings, and* fenden out idiots full of
¢ covetife to preche, not the gofpel, but
¢ chronicles, fables, and lefinges, to plefe
e« the peple, and to robbe them."” Lewis's
Lire or Wiccr. p. 21, xiil.

% Thefe.

r Difpofed. Bequeathed.

* A prue charchman, a chriftian on the
reformed plan, fhall never get any thing
Ei:]:mgin ta me.
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Qulier is the well of mercie and of grace,
That I may [ftand] befoirr his godlie face:
Unto the devill I leif my {ynnis” all,

Fra him thai came, to him agane thei fall

(¥

Some readers may perhaps be of opinion, that Makgregor
vas one of thofe Scottith lairds, who. lived profefledly by
rapine atid pillager a practice greatly facilitated, and even
fupportéd, by the feudal fyftem. Of this fort was Edom
o' Gordon, whofe attack on the caftle of Dunfe is recorded
by the Scotch minftrels, in a pathetic ballad, which beging
thus.
It fell about the Martinmas,
Qhen the wind blew fchril and cauld,
Said Edom o Gordon to his men,
We maun draw to a hauld:

And quhat a hauld fall we draw to,
My mirry men and me?

We wul gae to the houfe ¢’ the Rhodes,
To {ee that fair ladie’.

Other parts of Europe, from the fame fituations in Iife,
afford inftances of the fame practice. Froiffart has left a
long narrative of an erminent robber, one Amergot Marcell;
who became at length fo formidable and powerful, a8 to
claim a place in the hiftory of France. About the year
1380, he had occupied a frong caftle for the fpace of ten
years, in the province of Auvergne, n which he lived with
the fplendor and ‘dominion of a petty fovereign: having
amafled, by pillaging the neighbouring country, one hun-
dred thoufand framcs. His depredations brought in an
annual revenue of twenty thoufand floreins. Afterwards he

% Singa % V. 300. feq, ¥ Perey’s Bate, 1. 100,
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1s tempted 1mprudently to fell his caftle to one of the gene-
rals of the king for a confiderable fum. Froiffart introduces
Marcell, after having fold his fortrefs, uttering the following
lamentation, which ftrongly paints his fyftem of depredation,
the feudal anarchy, and thetrade and travelling of thofe days.
“ What a joy was it when we rode forthe at adventure,
“ and fomtyme found by the way a ryehe priour, or mar-
chaunt, or a route of mulettes, of Montpellyer, of Nar-
bone, of Lymons, of Fongans, of Tholous, or of Car-
¢ caflone, laden with clothe ‘of Druflelles. or peltre ware
*“ comynge from the fayres, or laden ‘with fpycery from
Bruges, from Damas, or- from Alyfaunder! What-
“ foever we met, all ‘was ours, or ‘els raunfomed at our
pleafures, Dayly we gate newe money; and the vyl-
laynes of Auvergne and of Lymofyn dayly provyded, and
brought to our caftell, ‘whete mele;, breed [bread] ready
baken, otes for our horfes and Iytter, good wynes, beffes,
and fatte mottons, pullayne, and wylde foule. We were
ever furnyfhed, as though we had ‘been kings. Whan we
rode forthe, all the country trembled for feare. ' All'was
oures, goynge or comynge. Howe toke we Carlifte, I
and the Bourge of Companye! and I and Perot of Bernoys
toke Calufet. How dyd we feale with lytell ayde the
ftronge caftell of Marquell pertayninge to the erle Dol-
phyn! Tkept it not paft fyve dayes, but 1 receyved for
it, on a fayre table, fyve thoufand frankes; and forgave
one thoufand, for the love of the erle Dolphyn's chyldren.
By my faithe, this was a fayre and goodlie life! &c*”
But on the whole T am inclined to think, that our teffator
Makgregor, although a robber, was a perfonage of high rank,
whofe power and authority were {uch, asto require this in-
direCt and artificial mode of abufe. For the fame reafon, I
believe the name to be fiGkitious.

14

* See tom. ii. r. 170. £ 115, 2. And tom. i o249 £ 73, See alfo, ib. g 440,
: 4 313. b. Berners's Tranil.
I take

IE1G1 5515151515151

VT E
= b s




[=

.‘.

EIEIS15I5IS 55151515

-
e
=

1S5S ESTS)E

IS SIS 1S 1ISISISISISISIS SIS IS5 51515515151

THE sHBISTORY YOF

334

I take this opportunity of obferving, that the old Scotch
poet Blind Harry belongs to this period ; and, at the fame
time, of correcting the miftake, which, in conformity to the
common opinion, and on the evidence of Dempfter and
Mackenzie, I have committed, in placing him towards the
clofe of the fourteenth century®. John Major the Scotch
hiftorian, who was born about the year 1470, remembered
Blind Harry to have been living, and to have publifhed a
poem on the achievements of Sir William Wallace, when he
was a boy. He adds, that he cannot vouch for the credibility
of thofe tales which the bards were accuftomed to fing for hire
in the caftles of the nobility". I will give his own words.
¢ Integrum librum Gulielmi Wallacei Henricus, a nativitate
“ luminibus captus, mez infantiz tempore cudit: et qua
“ yulgo dicebantur carmine vulgari, in quo peritus erat,
« conferipfit. Ego autem talibus fcriptis folum in parte
¢ fidem impertior ; quippe qui HISTORIARUM RECITATIONE
¢ coraM PRINCIPIBUS vitum et veftitum, quo dignus erat,
“ naftus eft*.” And that, in this poem, Blind Harry has
intermixed much fable with true hiftory, will appear from
fome proofs colleéted by fir David Dalrymple, in his judicious
and accurate annals of Scotland, lately publifhed °.

I cannot return to the Englith poets without a hint, thata
well-executed hiftory of the Scotch poetry from the thirteenth
century, would be a valuable acceflion to the general literary
hiftory of Britain. The fubject is pregnant with much curious
and inftructive information, is highly deferving of a minute
and regular refearch, has never yet been uniformly examined
in its full extent, and the materials are both acceflible and
ample. Even the bare lives of the vernacular poets of Scot-

a See fupr. vol. . p. 321, Dempler £ 7. a. edit, Afcenf. 1521. 4to. Compare

f;|,)—'§ he lived in 1361. Hollinfh. ScoT. ii. p. 414 And Mack.
b 'I'hc_ poem as now extant has probably  tom. 1. 423, Dempit. lib. viii. p. 349
been reformed and modernifed. d See P 245 edit. I‘;r'-ﬁ. 410

¢ Hise, Macnw, Bravan. L. iv. e xv.

land
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land have never yet been written with tolerable care; and at
prefent are only known from the meagre outlines of Dempfter
and Mackenzie. The Scotch appear to have had an early
propenfity to theatrical reprefentations ; and it is probable,
that in the profecution of fuch a defign, among feveral other
interefting and unexpected difcoveries, many anecdotes, con-
ducing to illuftrate the rife and progrefs of our ancient
drama, might be drawn from obfcurity.

SECT,
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