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N a work of this general and comprehenfive nature, in
I which the fluétuations of genius are furveyed, and the
dawnings or declenfions of tafte muft alike be noticed, it is
impoflible that every part of the {ubjeft can prove equally
fplendid and interefting. We have, I fear, been toiling for
fome time through materials, not perhaps of the moft agree-
able and edifying nature. But as the mention of that very
rude fpecies of our drama, called the MorALITY, has inci-
dentally diverted our attention to the early ftate of the Eng-
lith ftage, I cannot omit fo fortunate and feafonable an op-
portunity of endeavouring to relieve the wearinefs of my
reader, by introducing an obvious digreffion on the prabable
caufes of the rife of the MysTer1irs, which, as I have before
remarked, preceded, and at length produced, thefe allegorical
fables. In this refpect I fhall imitate thofc map-makers
mentianed by Swift, who

—  —  Q'er inhofpitable downs,
Place elephants for want of towns.

Nor fhall T perhaps fail of being pardoned by my reader, if,
on the fame principle, I fhould attempt to throw new light
on the hiftory of our theatre, by purfuing this enquiry
through thofe deduétions which it will naturally and more
immediately fuggeft®.

About the eighth century, trade was principally carried
on by means of fairs, which lafted feveral days. Charle-
magne eftablifhed many great marts of this fort in France;
as did William the conqueror, and his Norman {ucceflors, in

® Campare vol. i. p. 235%

Eng!:n'u‘p




ENGLISH POETRY. 367

England . The merchants, who frequented thefe fairs in
NuUmerous caravans or companies, employed every. art to
draw the people together. They were therefore accompanied
by juglers, minftrels, and buffoons; who were no lefs in-
terefted in giving their attendance, -and exerting all their
fkill, on thefe occafions. As now but few large towns ex-
ifted, no public fpeétacles or popular amufements were efta-
blithed ; and as the fedentary pleafures of domeftic life and
private fociety were yet unkmown, the fair-time was the
feafon for diverfion. In proportion as thefe thews were at-
tended and encouraged, they began to be fet off with new
decorations and improvements: and the arts of buffoonery
being rendered fiill more attractive by extending their circle
of exhibition, acquired af importance in the eyes of the
people. By degrees the clergy, obferving that the entertain-
ments of dancing, mufic, and mimicry, exhibited at thefe
protracted annual celebrities, made the people lefs religious,
by promoting idlenefs and a love of feftivity, profcribed
thefe {ports, and excommunicated the performers. But find-
ing that no regard was paid to their cenfures, they changed
their plan,-and determined to take thefe recreations into their
own hands, They turned actors; and inftead of profane
mummeries, prefented ftories taken from legends or the bible.
This was the origin of facred comedy. The death of faint
Catharine,, acted by the monks of faint Dennis, rivalled the
popularity of the profefled players. Mufic was admitted
into the churches, which ferved as theatres for the reprefens
tion of holy farces. The feftivals among the French, called
LA reTe pE Foux, DE L'ANE ', and prs Innocens, at length

* See fupr. wol. 4. p. 27g. “ Monfeignear le duc de Berry. A
 For a moft full and comprehenfive ac- ¢ Lausanwe et a Gemeve, 1740 4to.
count of thefe feafts, fee *¢ Memoires pont  Grofthead, hifkop of Lincoln in the ele-
**fervira Philloire de la'Fere pe Foux,  venth centary, orders his dean and chaprer
* qui fe faifoit autrefois dans plafiesrs eg-  to abolith the Fesrou Asinonum, v
“lifes. Par M. du Tirvior, pentil- SFt wanytate Il'-':lr"ifu'ti’:-., e "L'-’.'nl;glf.-ra,rhf:,w:‘I’I:’\j.lr:.';n;"
* homme ordinaire de fon Aleffe royale  which wfedto be aninually t:Ecbm{fltJ T'n
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became greater favorites, as they certainly were more ca-
pricious and abfurd, than the interludes of the buffoons at
the fairs.. Thefe are the ideas of a judicious French writer,
now living, who has inveftigated the hiftory of human man-
ners with great comprehenfion and fagacity.

Voltaire's theory on this fubject is alfo very ingenious, and
quite’ new. Religious plays, he fuppofes, came originally
from Conftantinople; where the old Grecian ftage continued
to flourith in fome degree, and the tragedies of Sophocles
and Euripides were reprefented, till the fourth century.
About that period, Gregory Nazianzen, an archbifhop, a
poet, and one of the fathers of the church, banifhed pagan
plays from the ftage at Conftantinople, and introduced felect
ftories from the old and nmew Teftament. As the antient
Greek tragedy was a religious fpetacle, a tranfition was
made on the fame plan; and the choruffes were turned inte
Chriftian hymns'. Gregory wrote many facred dramas for
this purpofe, which have not furvived thofe imimitable com-
pofitions over which they triumphed for a time : one, how-
ever, his tragedy called }{fsﬂa: maTywYy or CHRIST'S PassIoN,
is ftill extant™ In the prologue it is faid to be in imitation
of Euripides, and that this is the firft time the Virgin Mary
has been produced on the ftage. The fafhion of atting

Lincoln cathedral on the fealt of the Cir- Tre Susrmeans; whick remained un-
cumcifion.  Grofietefti Eristor, xxxii.  abolifhed &ll the year 1738. From the
apud Browne’s Fascicvr. p. 331, edit. « Riruac of the church, pag. 1939

Lond. 16go. tom. ii. Append: And p,  ann. 1582, See Carpentier, SurrL. Do
412,  Alio he forbids the archdeaconsof Cang. LaT. Gross. tom. i p. 52310 Vi

his diocefe to permit Scor-aLes in their
chapters and {ynods, (Spelm. GI. p. 5oé.)
and other Lvop1 on holidays. Ibid, Epiftol,
xotii. p.314- [See fopr. vol. 1. p.z47.]
Eee in the Mercune Francors for Sep-
tember, 1742, an-account of 1 mammery
celebrated 1n the city of Befangon in France,
by the canons of the cathedral, confilting of
dancing, finging, eating and drinking, in
the cloiters and charch, on Ealter-day,
cilled BrrogrkTTa, or the Soxe oF

And ibid. V. BocLarE, p. 570

I See fupr. vol. i p- 244-

n.Op. Greg., Nazianz, tom. il. p. 253
In a manufcri] s Lambeccins, 1t 15
. iv, 22, It
feems 1o ha been falfely teributed to A-
pollinaris, an Alexandrian, bifhop of Lac-
dicen, It is, however, written with lefs
clegance and ] sent than moft of Gre-
gory’s poercal § Apollinaris lived
about the year 370.

ECCE.
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ENGLISH POETRY. 369
fpiritual dramas, in which at firft a due degree of method
and decorum was preferved, was at length adopted from
Conftantinople by the Italians; who framed, in the depth of
the dark ages, on this foundation, that barbarous {pecies of
theatrical reprefentation called MysTERIES, or facred come-
dies, and which were foon afterwards received in France "
This opinion will acquire probability, if we confider
the early commercial intercoufe between Italy and Con-
ﬂantinoplc: and although the Italians, at the time when
they may be fuppofed to have imported plays of this nature,
did not underftand the Greek language, yet they could un-
derfltand, and confequently could imitate, what they faw.

In defence of Voltaire's hypothefis it may be further
obferved, that the Feast or Foors and of the Ass, with
other religious farces of that fort, fo common in Europe,
oiiginated at Conftantinople. They were inftituted, although
perhaps under other names, in the Greek church, about the
year 9go, by Theophylaét, patriarch of Conftantinople, pro-
bably with a better defign than is imagined by the ecclefiaf-
tical annalifts; that of weaning the minds of the people
from the pagan ceremonies, particularly the Bacchanalian
and calendary folemnities, by the fubftitution of chriftian
fpeétacles, partaking of the fame fpirit of licentioufnefs.
The fact is, however, recorded by Cedrenus, one of the By-
zantine hiftorians, who flourifhed about the year roso, in
the following words. ¢ Egyoy exews, £ 70 vy xouley
- ES‘og, £V TAIC ?Lft!luﬁ"fc?i{l;' ;5 c?r}.r.m?s?usa'w soﬂal; ﬂﬁfﬂ{&-.?’m
Tov Jeov, 4 Teg TOY dyiey pvnpas, Ok Aopicualuy
aTmpeTrwy 4 yeAwlwy, X WAAPOGLY XPOUYWYy TEAOUMEVLY

14

(11

€ £ :; * =
TGV JEIWY UMYWY GUg £CEl, pele xelarvEeug % SUMlzipus
b . - - A fr-l ! b ¢} £
KOgoiag, UTEQ THG NMWY TWingiag, TEOTPELE Tw Jeg..

[ 4 "
IAnfos Yag ourinooaeyos ETIPENTWY awo’ng, X, EE’“EK‘?‘*’

(11

({1

[ 44

* Hift: Gen, Addir. p. 138, 5
Vol. II. Bbb. “ avlorg,
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“ aujote emicnoas Evbumioy Tiva Kooy Asyoupsioy, oy
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““ aviog Dopesixoy TG ExxMioieg TeouSuAAilo iy THg

o lovives OoOVITELr.  §
TOHIAVINEL OFYNTEILy )

%
]
o

TG GONUSE XOHUYRS, % TE £
“ gowduy K yopeilvrewy neaviopsye  dopdle Tersiglu
< geve  That is, © Theophylalt introduced the prac-
¢ tice, which prevails even to this day, of IE::1¢!:1li[i11g zod
¢ and the memory of his faints, on the moft fplendid and
¢« popular feftivals, by indecent and ridiculous fongs, and
“ enormous fhoutings, even in the midft of thofe facred
hymns, which we ought to offer to the divine grace with
« compunétion of heart, for the falvation of our fouls.
“ But he, having collefted a company of bafe fellows, and
« placing over them one Euthymius, furnamed Cafnes, whom

“ he alfo appointed the fuperintendant of his church, ad-
“ mitted into the facred fervice, diabolical dances, exclama-
i€

tions of ribaldry, and ballads borrowed from the ftreets
‘ and brothels °.” This praftice was fubfi {ting in the Greek
church two hundred years afterwards: for Balfamon, pa-
triarch of Antioch, complains of the grofs abominations
committed by the priefts at Chriftmas and other feftivals,
even in the great church at Conftantinople; and that the
clergy, on certain holidays, perfonated a variety of feigned
characters, and even entered the choir in a military habit,
and other enormous difguifes’.

I muft however obferve here, what perhaps did not imme-
diately occur to our lively philofopher on this oceafion, that in
the fourth century it was cuftomary to make chriftian parodics
and imitations in Greek, of the beft Greek claffics, for the ufe
of the chriftian fchools. This practice prevailed much under
the emperor Julian, who forbad the pagan poets, orators,
and philofophérs, to be taught in the chriftian feminaries,

_' Cedren. Comrenn. HisT. p: 630.B. P CommenT. ad Caxon. Ixii, Srxan,
edit. 'E’_:'.rii-. “E":‘:"' CUHW-"-I-'ﬁ-' Baron. Aw- vi. in Trullo. :‘kpllri Hl.""(‘.':;ﬂi'l SYKODIC,
wiL. {ub amn, g56. tom x. p. 752, C.  tom. i. Oxon. fol. 1672. p. 230. 211 In
return, he forbids the profefled ]5[;1[\"2'1'5 o

APPCJT

edit, Plantin, Antw. 1603. fol.
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Apollinaris bithop of Laodicea, abovementioned, wrote
Greek tragedies, ted to the ihffc on moft of the grand
s recorded in 1* € cml nH:umuL, after the manner of
On fome of the familiar and domeftic ftories of
, he compofed comcmcb in imitation of Menander,
He wrote ch| iftian odes on the plan of Pindar, In imitation
of Homer, he wrote an heroic poem on the hiftory of the
bible, as i":u' as the reign of Saul, in twenty-four books %
Sozomen fays, that thele compofitions, now loft, rivalled
their great originals in genius, expreflion, and conduét, His
fon, a bifhop alfo of Laodicea, reduced the four golpels and

all the apoftolical books inte Greek dmlo"LLLs, 1..icmb]1nﬂ
thofe of Plato”,

s
7

But I muft not omit a much earlier and more fingular
f’i‘.-.;,lmzl of a theatrical reprefentation of facred hiftory, than
this mentioned by Veltaire. Some fragments of an antient
Jewith play on the Exopus, or the Departure of the Ifraclites
from Egypt under their leader and prophet Mofes, are yet
pum ed in Greeck lambics®. The principal charalters of
this drama are Mofes, Sapphora, and God from the Bufh, or
God lim 11‘“:"' m the burning bufh. Mofes delivers the

1

prologue, or introduction, in a fpeech of fixty lines, and

his md is turned-into a ferpent on the ftage. The author

fro
LI'C

of ‘monks. 9 Sozomen (ubi i
xth c':lhlu!'_v, Pi]td a |:.':|.|;n:', Qfg1
his age, an the chrifian model.
rs3 but it

Joctates, i1, 16
¥i 13. vi, 20, Nice

¢ In Clemens Ale rific 1.|J,1. STron.
s PREPARAT. E-
L'c_ﬂ.:

p- 5. They are colle@led, a
into Latin, with emendation
. rellus, Parif. 1580. See
7 B. rar. Gr, Tracic

edit.  Genev. 1614, fol
go4s  TiAN. GraEcy, P

Bbbo of
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of this piece is Ezekiel, ‘a Jew, who 1s called O 1wy Tedwiruy
reaywdiny womng, or the tragic poet of the Jews'. ‘The
learned Huctius endeavours to prove, that Ezekiel wrote
at leaft before the chriftian era”. Some fuppofe that he was
one of the feventy, or feptuagint, interpreters of the bible
under the reign of Ptolomy Philadelphus. I am of opinion,
that Ezekiel compofed this play after the deftruction of
Jerufalem, and even in the time of Barocbas, as a political
fpectacle, with a view to animate his dejected countrymen
with the hopes of a future deliverance from their captivity
under the conduct of a new Mofes, like that from the Egyp-
tian fervitude”: Whether a theatre fubfifted among the
Jews, who by their peculiar fituation and circumftances were
prevented from keeping pace with their neighbours in the
culture of the focial and elegant arts, is a curious {peculation:
It feems moft probable, on the whole, that this drama was
compofed in imitation of the Grecian ftage, at the clofe_of
the fecond century, after the Jews had been difperfed, and
intermixed with other nations.

Boileau feems to think, that the antient Pircrimaces
mtroduced thefe facred exhibitions into France.

Chez nos devots ayeux le theatre abhorre

Fut long-tems dans la France une plaifir ignoré.
De Pererins, dit on, une troupe groffiere

En public a Paris y monta la prémiere;

Et fotement zélece en fa fimplicité,

I6ua les SainTs, la Vierce, et Dirv, par piété.
Le Savoir, a la fin, diffipant I’ Ignorance,

Fit voir de ce projet la devote imprudence :

On chafla ces doCteurs préchant fans miffion,
On vit renaitre Hetor, Andromaque, Ilion*.

t See Scaliger, ad Evsen. p. 401, ¥ See Le Moyne, Ozs. ad Vaz. Sack.
* DemoNsTRAT. EvancerLic. p. 9g.  tom. i.-pag. 330.
* Art, POET. cant, 1L 81,

The
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The authority to which Boileau alludes in thefe nervous
and clegant verfes is Meneftiier, an intelligent French anti-
quary’. The pilgrims who returned from Jerufalem, faint
James of Compoftella, faint Baume of Provence, faint Reine,
Mount faint Michael, Notre dame du Puy, and other places
efteemed holy, compofed fongs on their adventures; inter-
mixing recitals of paflages in the life of Chrift, defcriptions
of his crucifixion, of the day of judgement, of miracles,
and martyrdoms. To thefe tales, which were recommended
by a pathetic chant and a variety of gefticulations, the cre-
dulity of the multitude gave the name of Vifions. Thefe
pious itinerants travelled in companies ; and taking their
ftations in the moft public ftreets, and finging with their
ftaves in their hands, and their hats and mantles fantaftically
adorned with fhells and emblems painted in various colours,
formed a fort of theatrical fpectacle. At length their per-
formances excited the charity and compaflion of fome citi-
zens of Paris; who erefted a theatre, in which they might
exhibit their religious ftories in a more commodious and
advantageous manner, with the addition of fcenery and other
decorations. At length profeffed practitioners in the hiftrionic
art were hired to perform thefe folemn mockeries of religion,
which foon became the principal public amufement of a
devout but undifcerning people,

To thofe who are accuftomed to contemplate the great
picture of human follies, which the unpolithed ages of Eu-
rope hold up to our view, it will not appear furprifing, that
the people, who were forbidden to read the events of the
facred hiftory in the bible, in which they were faithfully and
beautifully related, fhould at the fame time be permitted to
fee them reprefented on the ftage, difgraced with the groffeft
improprieties, ‘corrupted with inventions and additions of

¥ Des Reprefent, en Musique. p. 153. feq.

the
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74 THEHISTORY 10F

the moft ridiculous kind, fullied with impurities, and ex-
prefled in the language and gefticul ations of the lowelt farce.

On the whole, the MysTerirs appear to have originated
among the ecclefiaftics; and were moft probably firlt acted,
at leaft with any degr of form, by the monks. This was
certainly the cafe in the Englifh monafteries®. 1 '11-1\-‘: :1l-
ready mentioned the play of faint Catharine, 1x.-|'l'-.
Dunftable abbey by the novices in the eleventh century,
under the fuperintendence of Geoffry a Parifian ccclefiaftic:
and the exhibition of the Passton, by the mendicant friers of
Coventry and other places. Inftances have been given of
the like practice among the French®, The only [;:zmn: who
could read were in the religious focieties: and various other
circumftances, peculiarly d11ﬂnrr from their fituation, pro-
feflion, and inftitation, .1.1lu]u;1 the monks to be the fole
performers of thefe reprefentations.

As learning encreafed, and was more widely diffeminated
from the monafteries, by a natural and eafy tranfition, the
practice migrated to f{chools and univerfities, which were
formed on the monaftic plan, and in many refpects refembled
the ecclefiaftical bodies. Hence a paflage in Shakefpeare’s
HaMmLeT is to be explained ; where Hamlet fays to Poloniis,
« My lord, you played once in the UniversiTy, you fay.”
Polonius anfwers, “ That I did, my Lord, and was account-
“ ed a good affor.—1 did enai Julins Cefar, 1 was killed
« i th’ capitol"." Boulay obferves, that it was a cultom, not
{till fubfifting; but of very l1lfrh antiquity, vetaflifima

iterally be con=
I -.n -;,11J-;.-" Er1g.

lations given by cardinal
onafterics of the canons
regular L-F St. .-\L. n, in the year 151g, the
hrothers are lorl-nrn_“' to be LUSORES aut
MIMICI, players or mimics. Dugd. Mo-

§

in the fe
ypinion of & wik.

v e 'kr\\.h
. fupta citat. p. 203

confuetuds




ENGLISH POETRY. ird

. ) . . ek P 1
confuctuds, to alt tragedies and comedies in the univerfity of

Paris. He cites a ftatute of the college of Navarre at Paris,
dated in the year 1315, prohibiting the fcholars to perform
any immodeft play on the feftivals of faint Nicholas and
faint Catharine. *“ In fiflis fanli Nicolai et beatee Cotharine
nullum ludum inboneflum faciant'” Reuchlin, one of the
German claffics at the reftoration of antient literature, was
the firft writer and aftor of Latin plays in the academies of
Germany. He is faid to have opened a theatre at Heidel-
berg ; in which he brought ingenuous youths or boys on the

3

111

a2

ftage, in the year 1498°. In the prologue to one of his
comedies, written in trimeter iambics, and printed in 1516,
are the following lines.

Optans pocta placere paucis verfibus,

Sat effe adeptum glorice avbitratus efl,

St autore fe Germaniz ScuoLA luferst

Grzcanicis et Romuleis Lusisus.

The firft of Reuchlin’s Latin plays, feems to be one entitled,
SERGIUS, SEU CAPITIS CAPUT, COMOEDIA, a fatire on bad
kings or bad minifters, and printed in 1¢08'. He calls it
his primicie. It confifts of three acts, and is profeffedly
written in imitation of Terence. But the author promifes,
if this attempt [hould pleafe, that he will write inTEGRAS

¢ Hist, Usrv, Paris, tom, ii. p. 226.
See alfo his Hiftory De Patrenis guatuer Na-
tiomuwm, edit. 1662,

¢ Hisr. Univ, Parre. tom, iv. p. 93.
Saint Nicholas was the patron of fcholars,
Hence at Eton college faint Nicholas has a
double fealt. The celebrity of the Boy-bifhop
began on St. Nicholas’s day. In a frap-
ment of the cellarer’s CompuTus of Hyde
abbey near Winchefter, A. D. 1307,  Pro
“ epulis Prer1 cxnemnanTis in felto S
Nicholai.” That is the Chorifter celebra-
ting mafs, MSS. Walvef, Winton. Car-

peatier mentions an indecent fport, called
Ie Virnrr, celebra in the ftreets on the
feaft of 5t. Nicholas, by the vicar and other
choral officers of a  collegiate church.
SuepL.DuCang, Lar. Gross. in V. tom,
iii. p. 1178.

® ¢« Nunguam ante ipfius 2tatem Comoe-
¢ dia in Germanorum fcholis aéta fuit, &c.”
G. Lizelit Histor. Poetar. GEnmax.
Francof, et Leipf. 1730. 12mo. p. 11.

I Phorce. 4to. It is publified with 2
glofs by Simlerus his Scholar,

CoMEDIAS,

+ L E
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ComEep1as, that 1s comedics of five alts®. I give a few lines
from the Prologue ".

St unquam tuliftis ad jocum veflros pedes,
Aut fi rei aures prebuiflis ludicre,

In hac nova, objecro, poete fabula,
Dignemint atfentiores effe quam antea ;
Non bic erit lafcivie aut libidini
Meretricie, aut trifti fenum cure locus,
Sed hiftrionum exercitus et [commata.

For Reuchlin’s other pieces of a like nature, the curious
reader is referred to a very rare volume in quarto, Pro-
GYMNASMATA S$CENICA, [fw LUDICRA PREEXERCITAMENTA
varii generis. Per Sfoannem Bergman de Olpe, 1498. An old
biographer affirms, that Conradus Celtes was the firft who
introduced into Germany the fafhion of afting tragedies and
comedies in public halls, after the manner of the antients.
 Primus comadias et tragedias in publicis aulis veterum more
“ ggit'.” Not to enter into a controverfy.concerning the
priority of thefe two obfcure theatrical authors, which may
be {ufficiently decided for our prefent fatisfaction by obferv-
ing, that they were certainly cotemporaries; about the year
1500, Celtes wrote a play, or mafque, called the PLay oF
Drana, prefented by a literary fociety, or feminary of {cho-
lars, before the emperor Maximilian and his court. It was
printed in 1502, at Nuremberg, with this title, < Ineiprt
“ Lupus Dyan®E, coram Maximiliang rege, per Sodalitatem
« Litterariam Damulianam in Linzie*.” It confifts of the

1 Fol. x.

% Fol. iv.

! Viror. 1LtvusTr, ViTax, &c. pub-
lithed by Fifchardus, Francof. 1536. 4to.
p- 8. b. Celtes himfelf f;zj's, in his De-
wcriPTI0 UrBis Norinserom, written
about 1500, that in the city there was an

‘e Aura pretoria, ubi PUBLIEA KUPTI®
I ARUM ET CHOREARUM HE':kT'[:ﬂCIJ:T- A
¢ celebrantur, hyftoris et ym:lgimburs lmr'}
‘¢ peratorum et regum noftroram depifta.
Cap. x. ien

k See Conradi Celtis AmorEs; Norng
1502, 410, ad cale, SIGRAT. .

1.’.mbi £y




ENGEISH POETRY 3977
iambic, hexameter, and elegiac meafures; and has five acks,
but 15 contained in eight quarto pages. The plot, if any, is
entirely a compliment to the emperor; and the perfonages,
twenty-four in number, among which was the poet, are
Mercury, Diana, Bacchus, Silenus drunk on his afs, Satyrs,
Nymphs, and Bacchanalians. Mercury, fent by Diana,
fpeaks the Prologue. In the middle of the third act, the
emperor places a crown of laurel on the poet's head : at the
conclufion of which ceremony, the chorus fings a panegyric
in verfe to the emperor. At the clofe of the fourth act, in
the true fpirit of a German thew, the imperial butlers re-
frefh the performers with wine out of golden goblets, with
a fymphony of horns and drums: and at the end of the
play, they are invited by his majefty to a fumptuous banquet .

It 1s more generally known, that the praftice of acting
Latin plays in the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge, con-
tinued to Cromwell's ufurpation. The oldeft notice I can
recover of this fort of {peétacle in an Englith univerfity, is
in the fragment of an antient accompt-roll of the diffolved
college of Michacl-houfe in Cambridge : in which, under the
year 13806, the following expence is entered, * Pro Iy pallia
< brufdato et pro fex larvis et barbis in comedia.” That is, foran
embroidered pall, or cloak, and fix vifors and fix beards, for
the comedy ™, Inthe year 1544, a Latin comedy, called Pam-
Macuivs, was acted at Chrift's college in Cambridge: which
was laid before the privy council by bithop Gardiner, chan-
cellor of the univerfity, as a dangerous libel, containing

! In the colleges of the Jefuits in Italy

this was a conftant praflice in modern times,
Denina fays, that father Granelli’s three
beft tragedies were written, for this purpofe,
between 17:2g, and 1731, ch. v. §g. The
tragedies of Pegarius, Dernardinus and Ste.
phondus, ‘all Jefuits, feem intended for this
ufe. See Morhoff, PoLryuist. Literag,
hib, vil. cap, iii. tom. i. 15. pag. 106q,

Vol. II. i

edit. Fabric, Lubec, 1747 yto.  Riccoboni
relates, that he faw, in the Jefuit's college
at Prague, a latin play ated by the fiu:
dents, on the fubject of Luther's herefy ;
and the ridicule confifted in h:-]n]ging Lu-
ther on the ffage, with a biblein his hand,
quoting chapter and verfe in defence of the
reformation.

® Inter MSS. Rawlinf. Bibl. Bodl. Oxon,

(- many

=it

5

==yl

L=

C5|E

3L

Tots

[N

1515151615151

Ll

S =L




S1SUS1E

=e

S151S151SIEIE1S51S51S151515

L

NS LSIS51I51515
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many offenfive refleftions on the papiftic ceremonies yet un-
abolifhed”. The comedy of Gammar GurTon's Nrepre
was acted in the fame {ociety about the year 15¢2. In an
original draught of the ftatutes of Trinity college at Cam-
bridge, founded in 1546, one of the chapters is entitled,
De Prefeito Ludorum gqui IMPERATOR dicitur, under whoke
direCtion and authority, Latin comedies and tragedies are to
be exhibited in the hall at Chriftmas; as alfo Sex spEcTA-
CULA; or as many prarocues. Another title to this ftatute,
which feems to be fubftituted by another and a more modern
hand, is, De Comediis ludifque in natali Chrifti exbibendis. With
regard to the peculiar bufinefs and office of ImpErATOR, it is
ordered, that one of the mafters of arts fhall be placed over
the juniors, every Chriftmas, for the regulation of their
games and diverfions at that feafon of feftivity. At the
fame time, he is to govern the whole fociety in the hall and
chapel, as a republic committed to his fpecial charge, bya fet
of laws, which he is to frame in Latin or Greek verfe. His
fovereignty is to laft during the twelve days of Chriftmas,
and he i1s to exercife the fame power on Candlemas-day.
During this period, he is to fee that fix SpecTAcLEs or Dia-
LocuEs be prefented. His fee is forty fhillings°. Probably

= M8S. Coll. C. C. Cant. CaTar. Na-
fmith. p. gz. This mode of attack was
feldom returned by the oppofite party: the
catholic worlhip, founded on fenfible re-

refentations, afforded a much better hold

r ridicule, than the religion of fome of
fefts of the reformers, which was of 2 more
fimple and {piritual nature. But I fay this
of the infancy of our ftage. In the next
century, fanaticifm was brought upon the
Englith ftage with great fuccels, when po-
lithed manners had introduced humour in-
to comedy, and charafter had taken place
of fpellacle. There are, however, two
Englith interludes, one of the reign of
Henry the eighth, called Every Max,
the gther of that of Edward the fixth, call-

ed Lusry Juvewrtus, written by R,
Weever : the former defends, and the lat=
ter attacks, the church of Rome.

® This article is ftruck out from car
xxiv. p. 85. MSS. Rawlinf. Num. 233
Only that part of the ftatute is rétained, in
which Comedies and Tragedier are ordered
to be afted. Thefe are to be written, or
rather exhibited, by the nine lefturers. The
fenior leftarer is to produce one: the ei he
others are charged with four more. A fne
of ten thillings is impofed for the omiflion
of each interlude. Another claufe is then
ftruck out, which limits the number of thg.
plays to THREE, i FIVE commode cxpons
wn gueant.

the
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the conftitution of this officer, in other words, o Mifler
of the Revels, gave a latitude to fome licentious enormities,
incompatible with the decorum of a houfé of learning and
religion ; and it was found neceffary to reftrain thefe Chrift-
mas celebrities to a more rational and fober plan. The Sexrc-
TAcuLA alfo, and Drarocues, originally appointed, were
growing obfolete when the fubftitution was made, and were
giving way to more regular reprefentations. I believe thefe
ftatutes were reformed by queen Elizabeth’s vifitors of the
univerfity of Cambridge, under the conduét of archbifhop
Parker, in the year 1573. John Dee, the famous occult
philofopher, one of the firft fellows of this noble fociety,
acquaints us, that by his advice and endeavours, both here,
and in other colleges at Cambridge, this mafter of the
Chriftmas plays was firft zamed and confirmed and Empenor.
“ The firft was Mr. John Dun, a very goodly man of perfon,
“ habit, and complexion, and well learned alfo . He alfo
further informs us, little thinking how important his doyifs
attempts and exploits feholaftical would appear to future ages,
that in the refetory of the college, in the charaler of
Greek leCturer, he exhibited, beforc the whole univerfity,
the Ewnmyn, or Pax, of Ariftophanes, accompanied with a
piece of machinery, for which he was taken for a conjuror:
* with the performance of the fcarabeus his flying up to
« Jupiter's palace, with a man, and his batket of victuals,
‘ on her back : whereat was great wondering, and many vasn
“ reports {pread abroad, of the meanshow that was effe€ted 1.”
The tragedy of Jepthah, from the eleventh chapter of the
book of Jubces, written both in Latin and Greek, and de-
dicated to king Henry the eighth, about the year 1546, by a
very grave and learned divine, John Chriftopherfon, another

P Coumriwpiovs Rewiarsarr of  Glaflonienfis Canox, edit, Hearne, Oxon.
Jouw Dee, &c. written by himfelf, A. D.  1726. :
1;92. ch. 1. p. 501. 5oz, Arrinn. L t Ibid. p. 5oz.
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of the firft fellows of Trinity college in Cambridge, after-
wards mafter, dean of Norwich, and bifhop of Chichefter,
was moft probably compofed as a Chriftmas-play for the
fame fociety. It is to be noted, that this play is on a religious
fubjeét”. Roger Afcham, while on his travels in Flanders,
fays in one of his Epiftles, written about 1550, that the city
of Antwerp as much exceeds all other cities, as the refeltory
of faint John's college in Cambridge exceeds itfelf, when fur-
nithed at Chriftmas with its theatrical apparatus for acting
plays’. Or, in his own words, * Quemadmodum anla Fo-
« hannis, theatrali more ornata, feipfam poff Natalem [fupe-
« yar'” In an audit-book of Trinity college in Oxford,
I think for the year 1559, I find the following difburfements
relating to this fubject. < Pro apparatu in comoedia Andrie,
« viil. ixs. ivd. Pro prandio Principis NAT ALICII codem fent=
« pore, xilis. ixd. Pro refecione prafectorum et doélorum magis
 illufirium cum Burfariis prandentium tempore comoedice, v L
« viid” That is, For drefles and f{cenes in atting Terence's
Axpria, for the dinner of the Curistmas Prince, and for
the entertainment of the heads of the colleges and the moft
eminent doctors dining with the burfars or treafurers, at the
time of aling the comedy, twelve pounds, three fhillings,
and eight pence. A CHRISTMAS PRINCE, O LORD OF MIS-
ruLE, correfponding to the IMperaToRr at Cambridge juft
mentioned;, was a common temporary magiftrate in the col-
leges at Oxford : but at Cambridge, they were cenfured 1n
the fermons of the puritans, in the reign of James the firlt,

» Buchanan has a tragedy onithis fubjeft,  Students of Chrift-church, Oaford, v:'hft'h
written in 1554. Hamlet feems to be quo- probably was acted in the refeCtory there.
ting an old play, at lealt an old ﬂ'11g1 on It is dedicated to the dean, doftor Richard

Jepthah's ftory, Hamr. Act il Sc. 7. Cox, and was printed, Colon. 1548, 80,
here 35 an Italian tragedy on this fubjeét  This play coincided with his plan-ofa rhe-
¥ dift Capuano, a monk of Cafino. toric lefture, which he had lettup in the
Florent. 1587, 4to. college.
» There is a latin tragedy, ArcHiPro- t Afchami ErzsTor. p. 126. b Lond.

PRETA, five Fobanner Baptiffa, writtenin 1585
1547, by Nicolas Grimald,. one of the fislt

as
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as a-relic of the pagan ritual ®
burfement fhews, that the moft
univerfity were invited on thefe occafions.

POETRY. 38

The laft article of ‘this dif-
refpettable company in the
At length our.

univerfiti¢s -adopted the eprefentation of plays, in which
the {cholars by frequent exercife had undoubtedly attained
a confiderable degree ‘of fkill and addrefs, as a part of the

entertainment at the reception

of princes and other eminent

perfonages. In the year 1566, queen Elizabeth vifited the
univerfity of Oxford. In the magnificent hall of the college
of Chrift Church, fhe was entertained with a Latin comedy

* Foller, C. Hrst, Hift. of Cambridge,
P: 159 edit. 1655, See Onsgavar. on
Spenfer, ii. z11. In the court of king Ed-
ward the fixth, George Ferrers, a lawyer,
poet, and hiftorian, bore this office ar
Greenwich, all the twelve days of chrift-
mas, in 1552, % Who fo pleafantty and
“ avifely behaved himfelf, that the king
* had ‘great delight in his¢ Pastimps
Stowe’s Curon. p. 632, Hollingthead
fays, that ¢ being of better credit and elti-
* mation than commontie his predeceffors
““had beene before, he feceived all his
** commiffions and warrants by the name of
““the Mu1sTER o THE xing's: Pase
* Times. . Which gentleman fo well fap-
** plied his office, both in thew of fundrie
. e kir and . rof rare inventions, and
**in alt of divers ixTERLUDES, and mat-
*4ters of paltime plaied by perfoms, as not
*% anlie fatisficd the common fort, but al-
“ fo were verie well liked ‘and allowed by
“ the'covnerLy, and others of il in thes
' like PasTIMES;, & CHRon, iii P
1¢67. col. 2. 10, The appointment of fo
s and refpeftable an officer to this
lena; was aliroke of policy ; and done
with a defign to' give the courr popularity,
and to divert the mind of the young Ling,
lemnation of Somerd;

r was call-
MISRULE. “In Scot-
land, where the reformation took a' more
fevere and’ gloomy turn, thefe and other
feftive charalters were thought worthy to be
the legiflature, See Pant.

queen Mary of Scotland, 1555, e

““‘is Matute and ordained, that in all times
*“ comming, na maner of perfon be chofen
“Ropent Hupr nor Litx LE Joux,
“Asmor of Ux-rEasow, Queenis of
“* Mavy, nor utherwife, nother in burgh,
** ner-to landwart, [in the country, | in onie
“ time'to cum.™  And, this under very fes
vere penalties, viz. In burghs, to the ‘chu-
fers of fuch charallers; Iofs of Freedom,
with other ponithments at the queen’s plea-
fure : and thofe who accepted fuch offices
were to be baniftied the realm, In the
country, the chufees forfeited ten pounds,
with an arbitrary imprifonment,  Apg
“ gif gnie women or uthet ahonr fummer

0é

o5 [hies, goes,] fingand [finging] . . .

** thorow Burrowes and uthers Landward
** tounes, the women. , , . fall be taken,
e

handled, and put upon the cuck-fhules,
& See Notes to the Peroy Hpus-
HoLp-Book. p. 441.. Voltsire fays, that
fince the Reformation, for twa hundred
yearsthere has not been 2 fiddle heard 15
fame.of the cantons of Switzerland;

In thie French towns there was L’Asnx
ve Liesse, who in many towns ws
elefted from the burgefles by the magi-
ftrates, and was the ﬁrcﬂor of all their
public fhews, Among his numerons.mock-
officers were a herald, and ‘& Mastie o H.
rel. In the city ‘of Auxerre he was
efpecially concérned to fuperintend the play
which was annnally acted on Quinguagefi-
ma Sunday, Carpentier, Supri. Gios.
Lar. Du, Cange, tom. i. p. 7. V. Anyas
LegTiTi®. See alfo, "ibid, V' Cua-
RAVARITUM, p. g23.

called!
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called MArcus Geminus, the Latin tragedy of Prooxs,
and an Englith comedy on the ftory of Chaucer’s Paranmon
AND ArciTe, all acted by the ftudents of the univerfity.
The queen’s obfervations on the perfons of the laft men-
tioned piece, deferve notice: as they are at once a curious
picture of the romantic pedantry of the times, and of the
characteriftical turn and predominant propenfities of the
queen’s mind. When the play was over, {he fummoned the
poet into her prelence, whom fhe loaded with thanks and
compliments : and at the fame time turning to her levee,
remarked, that Palamon was fo juftly drawn as a lover, that
he certainly muft have been in love indeed : 'that Arcite was
a right martial knight, baving a jwart and manly countenance, et
with the afpeét of a Venus clad in armour: that the lovely
Emilia was a virgin of uncorrupted purity and unblemifhed
fimplicity, and that although fhe fung fo fweetly, and ga-
thered flowers alone in the garden, fhe preferved her chaftity
undeflowered. The part of Emilia, the only female part in
the play, was afted by a boy of fourteen years of age, a fon
of the dean of Chrift-Church, habited like a young princefs;
whofe performance fo captivated her majefty, that fhe gave
him a prefent of eight guineas ™. During the exhibition a
cry of hounds, belonging to Thefeus, was counterfeited
without, in the great fquare of the college: the young
ftudents thought it a real chace, and were feized with a
fudden tranfport to join the hunters: at which the queen
cried out from her box, * O excellent! Thefe boys, in very
« troth, are ready to leap out of the windows to follow the

= This youth had before been introduced  begped him to repeat his elegant perfor-
1o the queen’s notice, in her privy chambér  mance. By Wood he is called, fomme
2t her lodpings at Chrift-Church; where  fpei puer. Hist. AnTig, Univ. Oxor.
e {3luted her in a fhort Latin oration with  1ib, i. p. 287. col. 2. See alfo ATHEN.
fome Greek verfes, with which fhe wasfo  Oxow.i. 152. And Peck’s Desin, Cu-
pleafid, that fhe called in fecretary Cecill,  migs, vol. . lib. vii. Num. *viil. p. 48
and encouraging the boy"s modefty with  feq.
many compliments and kind fpeeches,

« hounds !
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ENGLISH POETRY. 583
* hounds*!" In the year 1564, queen Elizabeth honoured
the univerfity of Cambridge with a royal vifit”. Here fhe
was prefent at the exhibition of the Avruraria of Plautus,
and the tragedies of Dibo, and of Hezegran, in Englith:
which were played in the body, or nave, of the chapel of
King’s college, on a ftage extended from fide to fide, by a
feleét company of fcholars, chofen from different colleges at
the difcretion of five doctors, « efpecially appointed to fet
““ forth fuch plays as fhould be exhibited before her grace™®."
The chapel, on this occafion, was lighted by the royal
guards ; each of whom bore a ftaff-torch in his hand®, Her
majefty’s patience was fo fatigued by the fumptuous parade
of fhews and fpeeches, with which every moment was oc-
cupied, that fthe could not ftay to fee the Ajax of Sophocles,
in Latin, which was prepared. Having been praifed both in
Latin and Greek, and in profe and verfe, for her learning
and her chaftity, and having received more compliments
than are paid to any of the paftoral princeffes in Sydney’s
Arcapia, fhe was happy to return to the houfes of fome of
her nobility in the neighbourhood. In the year 1583, Al-
bertus de Alafco, a Polifh prince Palatine, arrived at Oxford?®,
In the midft of a medley of pithy orations, tedious fermons,
degrees, dinners, difputations, philofophy, and fire-works,
he was invited to the comedy of the Rivares®, and the

* Wood. Areen. Oxox. ubi fupr,
¥ For a minute account ‘of which, fee
Peck’s Drsip. Cunios. ut fupr. p. z5.
Num. . xv. [MSS, Baker. vol. x. 7037. p.
109. Brit. Mof.] The writer was probably
N. Robinfon, domeftic chaplain to arch-
bithop Parker, afterwards bithop of Ban-
or. See Wood, Atuewn, Oxow. 1. col.
96, MS. Baker, ut fupr. p. 181, And
Farker's Axt. Briv. Eccres p. 14
MarTn. Fir fuit prudens, 8, edit, 1572-3,
* Pecke, ot fupr. p. 36. 39.
* Peck, ibid. p. 36.
" Suppofed to be the perfon whom Shake-
fpeare, in the MercmANT or VENICE,

called the €ovnt Palatine. AgrT. iu Sec. L.
¢ This was in Latin, and written by
William Gager, admitted a fludent of
Chrift-Church in 1572, By the way, he
is fiyled by Wood, the beft comedian of
his time, that is dramatic poet. But he
wrote only Latin plays. His Latin Me-
LEAGER wis afted at Chrift-Church hefore
lord Leicefler, fir Philip Sydney, and other
diftinguifhed perfons, in 1581, Aru. Oxoxn.
i.p. 366, This Gager had a contraverly
with doftor [shn Rainolds, prefident of
Corpus, at Oxford, concerning the law-
fulnefs of plays : which produced from the
Iatter 'a pamphlet, called Tre Ovee.
THROW
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tragedy of Dipo, which were prefented in Chrift-Chureh hall
by fome of the {cholars of that fociety, and of faint
John's college. In the latter play, Dido's fupper, and the
deftrution of Troy, were reprefented in a marchpane, or
rich cake: and the tempeft which drove Dido and Eneas to
the fame cave, was counterfeited by a fnow of fugar, a hail-
{torm of comfits, and a fhower of rofe-water®, In the
year 1605, king James the firft gratified his pedantry by a
vifit to the fame-univerfity”. - He was prefent at three plays
in Chrift-Church hall :*which he feems to have regarded as
childifh amufements, in comparifon of the more folid de:
lights of {cholaftic argumentation. ' Indeed, if we confider
this monarch’s infatiable thirft of profound erudition, we
fhall not be furprifed to find, that he flept at thefe theatrical
performances, and that he fate four hours every morning
and afternoon with infinite fatisfaftion, to hear fyllogifins
in jurifprudence and theology. The firft play, during this
{olemnity, was a paftoral comedy called Arsa: in which
five men, almoft naked, appearing on the ftage as part of
the reprefentation,- gave great offence to the queen and the
maids of honour: while the king, whofe' delicacy was not
eafily fhocked at other times, concurred with the ladies, and
availing himfelf of this lucky circumftance, peevifhly ex-
prefed his wilhes to depart, before the piece was half finifh-
ed’. The fecond play was VErTumnus, which although
learnedly penned in Latin, and by a doftor in divinity, could
not keep the king awake, who was wearied in confequence
of having executed the office of moderator all that dayat

TAROW OF STAGE-PLAYS, &¢. Printed 4 Hollinth, Carox. jif. 1355.

1599, Gager’s letter, in defence of his tSeePrepakaTions AT OxFogp, &6
plays, and of the ftudents who afted in Arperp. Leranp1 Cotr. vol. il p- 626,
them, is in Bibl. Coll. Univ, MSS. J. 18. feq. ‘edit, Lond. i-74. [MSS. Baken
[t appears Ly a pamphlet written by one ut fupr, Brit. Muf'] They were written by
W, Heale, and printed at Oxford in 16og, one prefent.

that Gager held it Tawful, in a public Aé of Hbid, p. 637,

erfity, for hulbands ta beat their wives. -

the
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the difputations in faint Mary’s church®. The third drama
was the Ajax of Sophocles, in Latin, at which the ftage
was varied three times® ‘¢ Theking was very wearie before
¢ he came thither, but much more wearied by it, and fpoke
“ many words of diflike’.” But I muft not omit, that as
the king entered the city from Woodftock, he was faluted at
the gate of faint John’s college with a fhort interlude, which
probably fuggefted a hint to Shakelpeare to write a tragedy
on the fubject of Macbeth, Three youths of the college,
habited like witches, advancing towards the king, declare

they were the fame who once met the two chiefs of Scotland,
Macbeth and Bancho; prophefying a kingdom to the one,
and to the other a generation of monarchs: that they now
appeared, a fecond time, to his majefty, who was defcended
from the ftock of Bancho, to fhew the confirmation of that
predition ®, Immediately afterwards, « Three young youths,
« in habit and attire like Nymphs, confronted him, repre-
« fenting England, Scotland, and Ireland; and talking dia-
« logue wife, each to the other, of their ftate, at laft con-

« cluded, yielding themfelves up to his gracious government .

* The queen was not prefent: but next -~ Mary’s church, were chiefly condufted by
morning, with her ladies, the young prince,  *“ one Mr. Jones, a grear travellor, who
and gallantsattending the court, fhe faw an ¢ pndertooke to farnifh them with rare de=
Engiifh paftoral, by Danicl, called An-  * vices, but performed very little 16 that
cabpia mErorMED. Ibid. p. 64z, Al-  * which was expedled.” Ibid, p. 646,
though the anecdots is foreign to our pur-  Notwithftanding thefe flighting exprefions,
pofe, Icannot help mentioning the reafon, it is highly probable that this was Inigo
why the queen, doring this vifit o Oxford,  Jones, nir.rr\'.':t:rcf.s the famons :arc]u_:cr‘.. He
was more pleafed to hear the Oration of  was now but thirty-three years of age, and
the profefior of Greek, tham the king. jult returned into England. He was the
« The king heard him willingly, and the  principal Contriver for the mafques at
“ Queen mach more; becaufe, fhe fayd, Whitehall, (:n:rrlargi. in STRA FFORDE'S
% fhe mewer bad beard Gree£” Thid. 636. Lerrers, deferibing queen Henrietra’s

* Towards the end of the hall, was a  popifh chapel, fays, ** Such a glorious {cene
frene like a wall, ¢ painted and adorned  *¢ built oter the altar! Inigo Jones mever
<t ‘with fately pillars, which pillars would *¢ prefented a more curious piece in any of
¢ turn about, by reafon whereof, with the the matks at Whitehall. [dat. 1635.] vol.
s help of other painted clothes, their i pag. 5o5.

s ftage did vary three times in the afling 1 Thid, pr6io: :

wof one trapedy.” Ler Appewo. ut kRex PraTowicus, five Musm Reg-
fapr. p- G631. “The machinery of t.L.<:f:r waxTeEs, Oxon. rboy. 4to. p. |ﬂ;

plays, and the temporary flages in St b Lex, Arreip. of fupr. pie630.

Nor. Il Ddd It
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It would be unneceflary to trace this praftice in our uni.
verfities to later periods. The pofition advanced is eft illaf-
trated by proofs moft remote in point of time; which, on
that account, are alfo lefs obvious, and more curious, I
could have added other antient proofs; but I chofe to feled
thofe which feemed, from concemitant circumftances, moft
likely to amufe.

Many inftances of this practice in fchools, er in feminaries
of an inferior nature, may be enumerated. I have befare
mentioned the play of Rosin and Marraxy, performed, ac-
cording to an annual cuftom, by the fchool-boys of Angiers
in France, in the year r392" But I do not mean to go
abroad for illuftrations of this part of our prefent inguiry.
Among the writings of Udal, a celebrated mafter of Eton,
about the year 1540, are recited Plures Comedie, and a tragedy
de Papatu, on the papacy: written probably to be acted by
his {cholars. An extra® from one of his comedies may be
{een in Wilfon's Locike ", In the antient ConsueTUuDINARY,
as it 1s called, of Eton-School, the following paflage occurs.
“ Circa feftum divi Andres, ludimagifter eligere folet, pro
“ fuo arbitrio, SCENICAS FABULAS optimas et accommoda-
tiffimas, quas Pueri feriis Natalitiis fubfequentibus, non
fine LUDORUM ErrcanTia, populo fpetante, publice ali-
quando peragant. — Interdum etiam exhibet Anglico fer-
** mone contextas fabulas, fiquee habeant acumen et lepo-
“ rem°” That is, about the feaflt of faint Andrew, the
thirtieth day of November, the mafter is accuftomed to chufe,
according to his own diferetion, fuch Latin ftage-plays as
are moft excellent and convenient ; which the boys are to act
in the following Chriftmas holidays, before a public au-
dience, and with all the elegance of fcenery and ornaments

™ Supr. 1, 245. See more inftances, the year 1360, Bt containing all the an-
ibid, 3 tient and: original cuftoms of the fhool.
® Written in 1553, p. 6ig. MSS. Rawlinf, Bibl. Bodl.
* Suppafed 1o have been drawn up abont

ufual
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ufual at the performance of a play. Yet he may fometimes
order Englifh plays; fuch, at leaft, as are fmart and witty.
In the year 1538, Ralph Radcliffe, a polite fcholar, and a
lover of graceful elocution, opening a fchool at Hitchin in
Hertfordfhire, obtained a grant of the diffolved fiiery of the
Carmelites in that town: and converting the refectory into
a theatre, wrote feveral plays, both in Latin and Englifh,
which were exhibited by his pupils. Among his comedies
were Dives and Lazarus, Boccacio’s Patient Grifilde, Titus and
Gefippus®, and Chaucer’s Melibens : his tragedies were, the
Delivery of Sufannab, the Burning of Sobn Hufs, Yob's Sufferings,
the Burning of Sedom, ‘fonas, and the Fortitude of udith.
Thefe pieces were feen by the biographer Bale in the author's
library, but are now loft®. It is fcarcely neceflary to remind
the reader, that this very liberal exercife is yet preferved, and
in the fpirit of true claflical purity, at the college of Weft-
minfter*. I believe, the frequency of thefe fchool-plays
fuggefted to Shakefpeare the names of Seneca and Plautus as

P See-fupr. p. 341.

% Bale viii. 8. Arw. Oxow. i. #3.
I have {een an anonymous comedy, APOLLO
Surovine, compofed by the Matter of
Hadleigh-fchool, i Soffolk, and afted by
his {cholars, on Shrove-tuefday, Feb. 7.
1626. printed 1627. 8vo. Publithed, as
it feems, by E. W. Shrove-tuefiay, as the
day immediately preceding  Lent, was al-
ways a day of extraordinary fport and fealt-
ing. So'in the fong of Juftice Silence in
Shakefpeare, See P.Hewry av. A, v. 5. 4.

Tis merry in hall when beards wag ali,
And welcome mERRY SHROVETIDE.

In the Romifh church there was antiently
a fealt immediately preceding Lent, which
lalted many days, called CaRniscaPIUM,
See Carpentier, m V. Surrr. Lar. Gi.
Du Cang. tom, i, p. 831. In fome cities
of France an officer was annuzlly chofen,
cilled Lg Prixce p"Amovrivx, who
prefided over the fports of the youth for
fix days before Afh-wednefday. lbid. V.
AnoraTus, po 195, and V. Carpixa-

L1s. p, 818, allo V. Sprxer v, tom, iil.
p- 848. Some traces of thele felivites
{Hll' remain in our univerfitics. In the
Percy Hovsuorp-seox, 151z, it ap-
pears that the clergy and officers of lard
Percy’s chapel performed a play ¢ before his
*¢ lordfhip upon Shrowftewelday at night.”
pag. 345.

t It appears antiently to have been an
exercife for youth, not only to atk but to
write interludes.  Eralmus fays, that fir
Thomas More, = adolefcens Comozni-
““ oLaset feripfitevepit.” Erzstorn. 447,
But fee what I have {aid of More's Pﬁcgl..
aunTs, Obfervat. on Spenf. ii. 47. And
we are told, that More, while he lived a
Page with archbifhop Moreton, as the plays
were poing on in the palace during the
chriftmas holidays, would often ftep upon
the ftage without previons notice, anc
hibit a part of his own, which gav
more {agsfadtion’ than the whole
ance befides. Roper's Lire axp L
or Mowre, p. 27.cdit. 1751, 8vo.
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188 THE HISTORY OF

dramatic authors; where Hamlet, fpeaking of ‘a variety of
theatrical performances, fays, * Seneca cannot be too heavy,
 nor Plautus too light®.” Jonfon, in his comedy of Tug
StarLe or Newes, has a fatirical allufion to this praétice,
yet ironically applied : where Censure fays, « For my part;
¢ I beleeve it, and there were no wifer than I, I would have
‘ neer a canning {choole-mafter in England : I mean a Cun-
“ ning-man a {choole-mafter; that is, a conjurour, or a
“ poet, or that had any acquaintance with a poet. They
“ make all their fchollers Play-boyes! Is't not a fine fight
“ to fee all our children made Enterluders? Doe we pay
“ our money for this? Wee fend them to learne their
¢ grammar and their Terence, and they learne their play-
* bookes. < Well, they talk we fhall have no more parlia-
“ ments, god blefie us! But an wee have, I hope Zeale of
 the Land Buzzy, and my goflip Rabby Trouble-truth, will
“ ftart up, and fee we have painfull good minifters to keepe
* {choole, and catechife our youth; and not teach em to
¢ {peake Playes, and act fables of falfe newes, &c".

In tracing the hlﬂm) of our ftage, this early practice of
performing plays in fchools and 11111\;;111“33 has never been
confidered, as a circumftance inftrumental to the growth and
improvement of the drama. While the people were amufed
with Skelton’s TriaL oF Simony,. Bale’s Gop's Promises,

and Curist's DrsceNT inTo Herr, the icholars of the
times were compofing and acting plays on hiftorical fubjects,
and in imitation of Plautus and Terence. Hence ideas of a
legitimate fable muft have been imperceptibly derived to the
popular and vernacular drama. And we may add, while no
fettled or public theatres were known, and plays were chiefly
atted by itinerant minftrels in the halls of the nobility at
Chriftmas, thefe literary focicties fupported fome idea of a

> Acx i Seogs t Acr il p. e, edit. fol, 1631, This play was firil afled
an the year 1625,

ftage:
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ftage: they afforded the beft accommodations for theatrical
exhibition, and were almoft the only, certainly the moft
rational, companies of players that exifted.

ButI mean yet to trefpafs on my reader’s patience, by pur-
fuing this inquiry @ill further; which, for the fake of com-
prehenfion and conneétion, has already exceeded the limits
of a digreflion.

It is perhaps on this principle, that we are to account for
plays being atted by finging-boys: although they perhaps
acquired a turn for theatrical reprefentation and the fpecta-
cular arts, from their annual exhibition of the.ceremonies
of the boy-bithop; which feem to have been common in
almoft every religious community that was capable of fup-
porting a choir®. I have before given an inftance of the
finging-boys of Hyde abbey and faint Swithin's priory at

U In a fmall college, for only one provolt,
five fellows, and fix chorifters, founded
by archbithop Rotheram in 1481, in the
obfeure villape of Rotheram in Yorkfhire,
this piece of mummery was not omitted,
The founder leaves by will, among other
bequefls to the college, ** A'Myter for the
& barne-bifhop of cloth of gold, with two
“ knopps of filver, gilt'and enamelled.”
Hearne's Lis. Nic. Scacc. ArPEND.
p. 674. 686. This efftablifhme~t, but with
a tar greater dn:gr{'r_' of luﬂ'ﬁ!un:r}', wis
common in the collegiate churches of France,
See Dom, Marlot, Histoine de Ia Me=
tropole de Rheims, tom. ii. p. 76g. " A
part of the ceremony in the church of
Nc}'{)n was, that the &hi]dr:n of the choir
thould celebrate the whole fervice on In-
nocent’s day. Brillon, DicTioxainz
pis Anners, Arnc, Novow. edit. de
1727, 'This privilege, as I have before
obferved, is permited to the children of
the choir of Winchefter college, on that
fefiival, by the foonder's fatutes; piven in
1380, [bﬂ- Iru]:r, vols 1. 248.] Yetin the
ftatutes of Eron college, given in 1447,
and altagether tranferibed from thofe of
Winch , the chorifter-bithap of the
chapel is permisted to celebrate the holy

offices on the fealt of faint Nicholas, bue
by mo means on that of the [nnocenTs.—
# In fefto fanéti Nicolai, in QUOo et NUL-
# patexvs in feflo fantloram InnocEn-
“ rium, divina officia (pretwr Miffe
¢ Secreta) exequi et dici permittimos: per
¢t Epifcopum Prerorum, ad hoc, de eifdem
‘¢ [pueris choriftis] annis fingulis eligen-
¢ dum.” " StaTuT. Coll. Etonenf. Cap.
yxxi. The fame clanfe is in the flatutes of
King’s college at Cambridge. Cap. xlii.
The parade of the mock-bifhop 1s evi-
dently akin to the Fere des Foux, in which
they had a bifhop, an abbot, and a pre-
centor, of the fools.  One of the pieces of
hamour in this laft-mentoned fhew, was
to fhave the precentor in public, on a fage
erefted at the weft door of the chuorch. A
Tilliot, Mew. de la Fete dis Fouz, ut fu%;:.
p. 13. In the Council of Sens, A. Dn
1485, we have this prohibition. ** Turpem
Wi ptiam illom abufum in tlui.hufd:!m fre-
* quentatum ecclefils, quo, certis annis,
nonnulli cum mitra, baculo, ac veftibus
pontificalibos, mere cpiftepornm benedi-
curit, alii ut reges et duces induti,” quod
Fétum FaTvorum, vel InvocEN-
W opppm, feu PUERORUM, In quibni'f!am
“ regionibus nuncupatr, & ConciL.
Senox
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Winchefter, performing a Moravrity before king Henry the
{feventh at Winchefter caftle, on a Sunday, in the year 1487,
In the accompts of Maxtoke priory near Coventry, in the
year 1430, 1t appears, thar the eleemofinary boys, or chorif
ters, of that monaftery, ated a play, pcrhﬂps every year, on
the feaft of the Purification, in the hall of the neighbouring
caftle belonging to lord Clinton : and it is fpecified, that the
cellarer took no money for their attendance, becaufe his
lord(hip’s minftrels had often affifted this year at feveral
feftivals in the refetory of the convent, and in the hall of

399 T 'HIE

the prior, without fe¢ or gratuity.

Sexox. cap.iii. Hardain, Acr. Concrn.
Parif. 3714 tom.ix. p. 1525, E.  Seeallp
ibid. Concrr. Basin. Seffi xxi, p. 1122,
E. And 1256, D. p. i344. Ao It is
{urprifing that Colet, dean of fuint Panl’s,
a friend to the purity of religion, and who
had the good fenfe and refolution to cen-
fure the fupcrflitions and fopperies of popery
in his public fermons, fhould countenance
this idle farce of the huy-biﬁm?, in the
{tatates of his fchool at funt Paul’s ; which
he founded with a view of eftablithing the
education of youth on a more r;‘-,L[ona? and
liberal plan than had yet been known, in
the year 1552z. He exprefily orders that
his icholars, ¢ fhall every Childermas [In-
“ nocents] daye come to Paulis churche,
¢ and hear the cnizpe-sysuor’s [of §.
“ Paul’s cathedral] fermon, And after,
be at the hygh mafle ; and each of them
offer a penny to the cHILDE-BYSHOF,
and with them the maifters and furveyors
of the feole.” XKnight's Lirz o7 Co-
LT, (Miscert, Num. V. Arrenp.)

. 362, I take this opporrunity of obferv-
ang, that the anniverlary coftom at Eron
of going ad Mantem, onginated from the
antient and popular praftice of thefe thea-
wrical proceffions in collegiate bodies,

In the ftatutes of New callege in Oxford,
foanded about the year 1380, there is the
following remarkable paflage. * Ac etiam
* illum rupuwm viliimom et horribilem
' RADENDI BARBAS, qui fieri folet in

-

-

¥

"

I will give the article,

“ nofte precedente Tnceptionis Magiilra-
“ dorum in Artibus, infra collegium nof-
trum prediftum, vel alibi in Univerfi-
tate - praedifta, ubicunque, ipfis [focis
* et fcolaribus] penitus interdicimus, ac
“ etiam prohibemus exprefle.”” Rusk.
¥xv, Hearne endeavours to explain this
injuntion, by fuppofing that it was made
in oppofition to the Wiccliffites, who dif-
rt'gahled the laws of feripture; and, in
this particular inftance, violated the fol-
lowing text in Levirrcus, where this cul-
tom is exprefsly forbidden. xix. 27. ¢ Nei-
“ ther (halt thou mar the corners of thy
¢ beard,” Not.ad Joh. Trokelowe. p. 353«
Nothing can be more unfortunate than this
elucidation of our antiquary. The direit
contrary was the cafe : for the Wickliffites
entirely grounded their ideas of reformation
both in morals and doftrine on i‘v:ripturg.l
proafs, and often committed abfurdities in
too. precife and literal an acceptation of
texts. And, to fay no more, the cultom,
from the words of the Ratute, feems to
have been long preferved in the univerfity,
as 2 mock-ceremony on the night preceding
the folemn A& of Magiftration. It s
fiyled Lubys, a Play: and I am of o-
pinion, that it is to be ranked among the
ather ecclefialtic mummeries of that ages
and that it has fome conneétion with the
exhibition mentioned above of fhaving the

Precentor in public.

&

which
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which is very circumftantial, at length, * Pro jentaculis
pucrorum clecuigfyne cxeuntium ad: aulam in cafiro ut ibi Lupum
 peragerent in die Purificationis, xivd. Unde nibil a demini
[(Clinton] thefaurario; quia fepius hoc anno minifiralli caftri
¢ Jecerunt minifiralfiam in aule conventus et Privris ad Sefta plu-
“ rima fine ullo regards™.” ‘That is, For the extraordinary
breakfaft of the children of the almonry, or finging-boys of
the convent, when they went to the hall in the caftle, to
perform the Prav on the feaft of the Purification, fourteen-
pence. In confideration of which performance, we received
nothing in return from the treafurer ¢f the lord Clinton,
becaufe the minftrels of the caftle had often this year
plaid at many feftivals, both in the hall of the convent and
. the prior's hall, without reward. So early as the year
376, the fcholars, or chorifters, of faint Paul’s cathedral
in London, prefented a petition to king Richard the fecond,
that his majefty would prohibit fome ignorant and unex-
perienced perfons from ating the History of TuE oLp
TesTAMENT, to the great prejudice of the clergy of the
church, who had expended confiderable fums for preparing
a public prefentation of that play at the enfuing Chriftmas *,
From Mysteries this young fraternity proceeded to more
regular dramas: and at the commencement of a theatre, were
the beft and almoft only comedians. They became at length fo
favorite a fet of players, as often to aét at court: and, on par-
ticular occafions of feftivity, were frequently removed from
Lendon, for this purpofe only, to the royal houfes at fome
diftance from town. This is a circumftance in their dramatic
hiftery, not commonly known. In the year 1554, while the
princefs Elizabeth refided at Hatfield-houfe in Hertfordfhire,
under the cuftody of fir Thomas Pope, fhe was vifited
by queen Mary. The next morning, after mafs, they were
cntertained with a grand exhibition of bear-baiting, with

™ Penes me. fupr, citat.  * Sce Rise axp Procriss, & Cisv. L, vol, ii. P 118.
sbich
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which their bighneffes were right. well content. In the evening,
the great chamber was adorned with a fumptuous fuit of
tapeftry, called The Hunginge of Antioch : and after {upper, a
play was prefented by the chitdren of Paul's”. After the play,
and the next morning, one of the children, named Maxi-
milian Poines, fung to the princefs, while fhe plaid at the
vrgmalls®.  Strype, perhaps from the fame manufeript chro-
nicle, thus defcribes a magnificent entertainment given to
queen Elizabeth, in the year 1559, at Nonfuch in Sarry, by
lord Arundel, her majefty’s houfekeeper, or fuperintendant,
at that palace, now deftroyed. I chufe to give the defcription
in the words of this fimple but piturefque compiler.
¢ There the queen had great entertainment, with banquets,
efpecially on Sunday night, made by the faid earl: together
« with a Maik, and the warlike founds of drums and flutes,
‘ and all kinds of mufick, till midnight. On Monday, was
“ a great {upper made for her: but before night, fhe ftood
“ at her ftanding in the further park, and there fhe faw a
“ Courfe. At night was a Play by the Children of Pauls,
““ and their [mufic] mafter Sebaftian. After that, a coftly
banquet, accompanied with drums and flutes. This en-
tertainment lafted till three in the morning. And the earl
prefented her majefty a cupboard of plate®” In the year

1562; when the fociety of parifh clerks in London celebrated

(41

Y Who perhaps performed the play of
Honoruernes, the (ame year, after
greate and.rich mafbinge and banguet, given
by fir Thomas Pope to the princels, in the
Ereie Ball ap Haifel Lirg of fir Tro,
Pore, Secr, iil. p. 85,

= M5, Axwares oF Q. Mamie's
Beroke. MSS, Cotton. Vitern. F. &,
There s a curiousancedote in Melvilles Me-
morrs, concerning Elizabeth, when qoeen,
being furprized from behind the tapeftry by
lord Hunfdon, while fhe was playing ‘on
her virginals.  Her m:jt:ll}'.. I know not
her in a fit of royal prudery, or of

o

royal coquetry, fuddenly rofe from the_fn-
ftrument and offered to f#rife his lordfhip:
declaring, *¢ that fhe was not ufed /o play
¢ before men, but when fhe was folitary to
‘¢ fhun melancholy.’ ‘Mzu. Lond. 1752
pag. gg9. Leland applands the ?&ii]_ of
Elizabeth, 'both in playing and finging.
Ewcom. fol. ¢g. [p. 125. edit Hearn.]
Aut t]u';d commemdor:m quos o reftudine
fumpea

Concenius refaras mellifluafque modos?

“Anwn. Rer. vol. 1. ch, xv. p. 194

edit. 1725, fol.

one
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one of their annual feafts, after morning fervice in Guild-
hall chapel, they retired to their hall ; where, after dinner,
a goodly play was performed by the chorifters of Weltminfter
abbey, with waits, and regals, and Sfinging ". . The children of
the chapel-royal were. alfo famous actors ; and were formed
into a company of players by queen Elizabeth, under the
condutt of Richard Edwards, a mufician, and a writer of
Interludes, already mentioned, and of whom more will be
faid hereafter.. All Lilly’s plays, and many of Shakefpeare’s
and Jonfon's, were originally performed by thefe boys °: and
it feems probable, that the title given: by Jonfon to one of
his comedies, called CyntHia’s REVELS, fitft acted in 16og
“ by the children of her majefties chapel; with the allowance
% of the Mafter of the Revels,” was an allifion to this efta-
blithment of queen Elizabeth, one of whofe romantic names
was CynTaiA . The general reputation which they gained,
and the particular encouragement and countenancé which
they received from the queen, excited the jealouly of the
grown actors at the theatres : and Shakefpeare, in HamreT,
endeavours to extenuate the applaufe which was idly indulged
to their performarce, perhaps not always very juft, in the

¥ Berype’s edit. of Stowe”s Sunv.Lokn, that Decker fiecrsat Johnfon's interelt with

B.v. p. 211,

¢ Six of Lilly’s nine comedies are en-
titled cover-comenres: which, I be-
lieve, were written profeffedly for this Y‘ur-

ofe.  Thefe were réprinted together,
ond. 1632, 12mo. His laft play is dated
1557,

4 They very frequedtly were joined b
the chori%ersnzf fnﬁu Paul's, ItJis a mifE
take that thefe were rival companies; and
that becaufe Jonfon’s PoeTasTeR was 2él-
ed, in the year 1601, by the boys of the
chapel, his antagonift Décker got his Sa-
TIROMASTIX, an anfwer ryonfan's play,
to be pefformed, out of oppofition, by thofe
of faint Panl’s. Lilly’s conrt-comedies, and
many others, were afted by the children of
bath chairs ‘in° conjan&tion, It is certain

the Mafter of the Revels, in procuring his
plays to be atted fo often at court, © Sir
“ Vaughan, 1 have fome coffen-germans
““at court fhall beget you the reverfion of
¢ the mafter of the Eing’s revels, or élfeto
¢ be his lord-of mifrale nowe as Chriftmas.”
SicwaT. G, 3: Deklker's SaTiroMASTIX,
or the Untrafiny of the Humoron: Paat,
Lond. for E. White, 16oz. 4t0. Againy
Stanat, M. ¢ When your playes are miffe-
“ likt at coort, you fhall not erie mew like
“a pufle-cat, and 'fay yoo are glad you
¢ write out of the courtier's element.” On
the fame idea the fatire is founded of fend-
ing Horace, or jﬂné‘:n, ta wur:]; to be d?b-
bed a poet: and of bringing *¢ the quiverin
o bridpc t0_court in agmf'ﬂ;c, & lbidg.
Sienar, L 3.

Vol. II, Ece following
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following {peeches of Rofencrantz and Hamlet.—*¢ There fs.
“ an aiery of little children, little eyafes®, that cry out on
¢¢ the top of the queftion, and are moft tyrannically clapped
“ for't: thefe are now the fafhion, and fo berattle the common
¢ ftages, fo they call them, that many wearing rapiers are
¢ afraid of goofe quills,  and dare fcarce come thither.—
“ Ham. What, are they children? 'Who maintains them<
“ How are they efcoted "?  Will they purfue the Quality no
“ longer than they can fing, &c®” This was about the
year.1599. The latter claufemeans; ¢ Will they follow the
< profefion of players, no-longer  than they keep the voices

5y

¢ of boys, and fing in'the choir " So Hamlet afterwards
fays to the player, “ Come, give usa tafte of your qualiy:

“ come, a paffionate fpeech ™.

"

Some of thefe, however,

were diftinguifhed for their propriety of ation, and became
admirable comedians at the theatre of Black-friers ' Among
the children of queen Elizabeth’s chapel, was one Salvadore
Pavy, who acted in Jonfon'’s PorTasTer, and CyNTHIA'S

#-Neft of young hawks.
f Paid.

® Acr. 1i. St. vi. And perhaps he
glances at the fame fet of aftors in Romeo
ARD JurieT, when a play, or make, is
propofed. Act i Se. v

We'll have no Cupid, hood-wink'd with a
fcarf,

Bearing a Tartar’s painted bow of lathi—

Nor a awitbout-book prologue faintly fpoke

After the prompter.

Ibid. Sc. iii.

! There is a paffapein STrarronne’s
LrrTers, which feems to fliew, that the
difpofitions and accommodations at the
theatre of Black-friars, were much better
than we-now foppofe. " * A Tidle pique
““happened betwixt the duke of Lenox and
¢ the lord" chamberlain, about a box at a
*“new play in-the Black-friers, of whick
* the duke had got the key.” The difpute
was fettled by the king: G. Garrazp o
#he Lorp Drputy. Jan. 25 1635, vol. is

p- 511, edit. 1749, fol. See a curious ac=
count of an ‘order of the privy council, in
1633, “ hung up in a table near Panles an
¢t Black-fryars, te command all that refort
“ to the play-houfe there; to fend away
“ their coaches, and to difperfe abroad ia
“ Paules cherch-yard; carter-lane, the con-
¢ duit in fleet-freet, &c. &c.” Ibid. p. 175,
Another of Garrard’s letters mentions a
play at this theatre, which  coft three or
* four hundred pounds fetting out; eight
*¢ grten faitsof new cloaths he [the author]
“ gave the players, an pnheard of prodi-
% gality !**" Dlat. 1637, Ihid. vol. ii. 150.
It appears by the Prologue of Chapman’s
Arr Foows, a comedy prefented at Black-
friers, and printed 1605 that only the fpec-
tators of rank and quality fate on the ftage.

— — To fair attire the flage
Helps much ; for if our orber awdienat fee:
You ow the flage depart before we end,
Qur wits go with you all, &c.. —=

REVELS,
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Revers, and’ was inimitable in his reprefentation of the
character of an old man. He died about thirteen years of

age, and is thus elegantly celelebrated in one of Jonfon's
epigrams.

An Epitaph on S. P. a child of queene Elizabeth's chapell,

Weep with me, all you that read
This little ftory!

And know, for whom a teare you fhed
Deatwa’s felfe is forry.

Twas a child, that {o did thrive
In grace and feature,

As Heaven and Nature feem'd to firive
Which own'd the creature.

Yeares he numbred fcarce thirteene,
When Fartes turn'd cruell

Yet three fill'd zodiackes had he beene
The Stage’s Jewell :

Aud did atte, what now we moane,
Old men fo duely;

As, footh, the Parcz thought him one, ' ’
He plaid fo trucly.

So, by errour, to his fate
They all confented ;

But viewing him fince, alas! too late,
They have repented :

And have fought, to give new birthe,
In bathes to fteep him:

But, being fo much too good for earthe,
Heaven vowes to keep him *, .

To this ecclefiaftical origin of the drama, we muft refer
the plays acted by the fociety of the parith-clerks of London,

k Errcramuss, Epig. cxx.
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396 TR HISFORY OF

for eight days fucceflively, at Clerkenwell, which thence
took its name, in the prefence of moft of the nobility and
gentry of the kingdom, in the years 1390, and 1409. In
G the ignorant ages, the parifh-clerks of London might juftly

ool be confidered as a literary fociety. It was an eflential part
i of their profeflion, not only to fing butto read; an accom-
plithment almoft folely confined to the clergy: and, on the
whole, they feem to come under'the charaéter of ‘a religious
fraternity. They were incorporated into a guild, or fellow-
fhip, by king Henry the third about the year 1240, under
the patronage of faint Nicholas. - It was antiently cuftomary
for men and women of the firft quality, ecclefiaftics, and
others, who were lovers of church-mufic, to be admitted
into this corporation : and they gave large gratuities for the
fupport, or education, of many perfons in the practice of
that fcience. Their public feafts, which I have already
mentioned, were frequent; and cclebrated with finging and
mufic; moft commonly at Guildhall chapel or college’. Be-
fore the reformation, this fociety was conftantly hired to
aflift as a choir, at the magnificent funerals of ' the nobility,
or other diftinguifhed perfonages, which were celebrated
within the city of Londen, or in its neighbourheod. The
fplendid ceremonies of their anniverfary procefflion and mafs, ,
in the year 1554, are thus: related by Strype, from an old
chronicle. ¢ May the fixth, was a goodly evenfong at Guild-
« hall college, by the Mafters of the crarxs and their Fel-
« lowthip, with finging and playing; and the morrow after,
“ was a great mafs, at the fame place, and by the fame
« fraternity : when every clark offered an halfpenny. The
« mafs was fung by diverfe of the queen’s [Mary's] chapel
« and children. And after mafs done, every clark went their
« proceflion, two and two together; each having on, a fur-
 plice and a rich cope, and a garland. And then, four
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-

fcore ftandards, ftreamers, and banners; and each one
that bare them had an albe or a furplice. Then came in
order the waits playing: and then, thirty clarkes, fing-
“ ing Festa pres. ‘There were four of thefe choirs. Then
“ came a canopy, borne over the Sacrament by four of the
“ mafters of the clarkes, with ftaffe torches burning, &c®.”
Their profeflion, employment, and charater, naturally
dictated to this {piritual brotherhood the reprefentation of
plays, efpecially thofe of the feriptural kind: and their con-
ftant practice in fhews, proceflions, and vocal mufic, eafily
accounts for their addrefs in detaining the beft company
which England afforded in the fourteenth century, at a re-
ligious farce, for more than a week.

Before I conclude this inquiry, a great part of which has
been taken up in endeavouring to fhew the conneion be-
tween places of education and the ftage, it ought to be re-
marked, that the antient fafhion of aéting plays in the inns
of court, which may be ranked among feminaries of in-
ftruttion, although for a feparate profeflion, is deducible
from this fource. The firfk reprefentation of this fort which
occurs on record, and is mentioned with any particular cir-
cumftances, was at Gray’s-inn. John Roos, or Roo, {tudent
at Gray’s-inn, and created a ferjeant at law in the year 15171,
wrote a comedy which was afted at Chriftmas in the hall of
that fociety, in the year 1527. This piece, which probably
contained fome free reflections on the pomp of the clergy,
gave fuch offence to cardinal Wolfey, that the author was
degraded and imprifoned”. In the year 1550, under the
reign of Edward the fixth, an order was made in the fame
foriety, that no comedies, commonly called Interludes, thould
be adted in the refetory in the intervals of vacation, except
at the celebration of Chriftmas: and that then, the whole
body of ftudents fthould jointly contribute towards the dreffes,

(3

™ Eccres, Mewm, vol. iii.'¢h: xii: p. 121, 7 Heollinth. Curon, ifi. 894,
{fcenes,
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fcenes, and decorations *. In the year 1561, Sackville's and
Norton’s tragedy of Ferrex anp Porrex was prefented
before queen Elizabeth at Whitehall, by the gentlemen of
zhr; Inner Temple®. In the year 1566, the Surroses, a
comedy, was afted at Gray's-inn, written by Gafcoigne, one
of the ftudents. Dekker, in his fatire againit Jonfon above
cited, accufes Jonfon for having ftolen fome jokes from the
Chriftmas plays of the lawyers.. ¢ You fhall {weare not to
“ bumbalt out a new play with the old . lyning of jeftes
“ ftolne from the Temple-revells®.” It the year -1632
it was ordered, in the Inner Temple, that no play fhould
be continued after twelve at night, not even on Chrift-

mas-eve .

But thefe focieties {eem to have fhone moft in the repre-
fentation of Mafques, a branch of the old drama. So early
as the year 1431, it was ordered, that the fociety of Lin-
coln's inn fhould celebrate four revels', on four grand
feftivals, every year, which I conceive to have confifted in

® Dugdale, Oric. Jurip. cap. 67.
p- 285,

P Printed at London, 1565, 12mo, In
one of the old editions of this play, I think
a quarto, of 1590, it is faid to be ** fet forth
¢ ag the fame was fhewed before the queen's
* moft excellent majeftie, in her highnefi’s
¢* court of the inner-temple.” Tt s to be
obferved, that Norton, one of the authors,
was connetted with the law: For the © Ap-
“ probation of Mr, T. Morton, counfellor
“¢ and {follicitor of London, appointed by
“¢ the bifhop of London,” is prefhixed to Ch.
Marbury’s Colle@ien of Italian Proverds,
Lond. 1581. 4to.

1 SaTiromasTix, edit. 1602, ut {'upr.
SianaT. M.

* Dudg. ut fupr. cap. 57. p. 140. feq.
alfo ¢, 61. 205.

* It i not, however, exaftly known whe-
ther thefe revels were not fimply Dances:
for Dugdale fays, that the fudents of this
inn ** anciently had pawnciwes for their
“ recreation and delight.,” Igip, And he

adds, that in the year 1610, the under bar-
rifters, for example's fake, were putout of
commons by decimation, becaufe they of
JSended In mot panciwc on Candlemas-
day, when the Jupces muere prefat; ac-
cording to an antient order of the fociety.
Ibid. col. 2. In an old ‘comedy, called
Curin's WrHirLIGIG, afted in the year
1616, by the children of his majefty’s revels,
a Jaw-ftudent is one of the perfons of the
drama, who fays to a lady, * Faith, lady,
“ I remember the firft time I faw you was
“¢ in quadrageflimo-fexto of thequeene, ina
michaelmas tearme, and I think it was
the morrow upon m:‘Jgﬂ' ﬂff.’i')ﬂ:’n"f:,_ or
craffize Auimarum, 1 cannot tell which,
And the next time I faw you was at our
Reverrs, where it pleafed your ladyfhip
to prace me with a galliard ; and I (hall
** never forget it, for my velvet pantables
* [pantofles] were ftolne away the whilit,"]
But this may alfo allude to their matks
and plays. Sienar. H. 2. edit. Lond,
1616, 4to.
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great meafure of this fpecies of imperfonation. In the year
1613, they prefented at Whitehall a mafque before king
James the firft, in honour of the marriage of his daughter
the princefs Elizabeth with the prince EleGtor Palatine of the
Rhine, at the coft of more than one thoufand and cighty
pounds’. The poetry was by Chapman, and the machinery
by Jones®. But the moft fplendid and fumptuous perfor-
mance of this kind, plaid by thefe focieties, was the mafque
which they exhibited at Candlemas-day, in the year 1633,
at the expence of two thoufand pounds, before king Charles
the firft; which fo pleafed the king, and probably the queen,
that he invited one hundred and twenty gentlemen of the
law to a fimilar entertainment at Whitehall on Shrove Tuef:
day following *. It was called the TriumpH or Peace, and
written by Shirley, then a ftudent of Gray's-inn. The
fcenery was the invention of Jones, and the mufic was com-

pofed by William Lawes and Simon Ives®. Some curious

! Dogdale Tnip. p. 246. The other
focieties feem to have joined. Isrp, cap.
67. p. 286, See alfo Finett's Purioxe-
w15, p. 8. 11.edit, 1656. and Ibid. p: 73.

¥ Printed Lowp. 1614. gto.  With'a
 defcription’ of the whale fhew, in the
“ manner of their march on horfeback
““the court from the Mafter of the Rolls
* his houfe, &c.” It is dedicated to fir E,
Philipps, Mafter of the Rolls. But we find
a mafque on the very fame occafion, and
at Whirehall, before the king and queen,
called The mafgue of Grayr inn gentiemen and
the Frner ?’H,-:_,M’r, by Beaamont, in the
works of Beavthont and Fletcher.

* Dugd. ibid. p. 346.

* It was printed, Lond. 1633. 4r0. The
author fays, that it exceeded in varicty and
ricknef: of decoration, any thing ever exhi-
bited at Whitehall, - There iz a little piece
called The Inws oF CovrT ANAGRAM-
MATLST, or The Ma/guers Mafgued in Ana-
grams, written by Francis Lenton, the queen’s
poet, Lond. 1634. 4to. In this piece, the
names, and refpettive houles, of each mal-
quer ape fpecified ; and in commendation

of each there is an epigram. The mafgoe
with which his majefty returned this com-
liment on the fhrove-tuefday following at

Thitehall, was, I think, Carew’s CeLums
BriTawnicum, written by the king’s
command, and played by his majelty, with
many of the nobility and their fons who
were boys. ‘The machinery by Jones, and
the mufic by H. Lawes. It has been given
to Davenant, but improperly.

There is a play written by Middleton a-
bout the year 1623, called Inxer Tem-
PLE Masque, or the Masqgue or He-
ROES, prefented as am esverraimment for
miany nworthy ladies, hy the members of
that fociety. Printed, Lond, 1640. 4t0, 1
believe it 15 the foandation of Mrs. Behn's
CiTvy-HEIRESS.

I have alfo feen the Masque oF Frow-
grs, afted by the flodents of Grays-inn,
in the Banquetting-houfe at White-hall, on
Twelfth Night in 1613, It is dedicated
to fir F. BHacon, and was printed, Lond.
1614, 4to. Tt was the laft of the court-
folemnities exhibited in honour of Carr,
earl of Somerfer,

anecdotes:
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anccdotes of this exhibition are preferved by a cotemporary,
a diligent and critical obferver of thofe feemingly infignifi-
cant occurrences, which acquire importance in the eyes of
polterity, and are often of more value than events of greater
dignity. “ On Monday after Candlemas-day, the gentlemen
“ of the inns of court performed their Masque at Court,
“ They were fixteen in number, who rode through the
¢ ftreets’, in four chariots, and two others to carry their
¢ pages and muficians; attended by an hundred gentle-
“ men on great horfes, as well clad as every 1 faw any:
“ They far exceeded in bravery [{plendor] any Mafque that
¢ had formerly been prefented by thofe focieties, and per-
‘* formed the dancing part with much applaufe. In their
 company, was one Mr, Read of Gray’s-inn; whom all the
* women, and fome men, cried up for as handfome a man
“ as the duke of Buckingham. They were well ufed at
* court by the king and queen. No difguft given them,
“ only this one accident fell: Mr. May, of Gray's-inn, a
* fine poet, he who tranflated Lucan, came athwart my
* lord chamberlain in the banquetting-houfe *, and he broke
¢ his ftaff over his thoulders, not knowing who he was; the
¢« king prefent, who knew him, for he calls him us pogT;
¢ and told the chamberlain of it, who fent for him the next
“ morning, and fairly excufed himfelf to him, and gave
“ him fifty pounds in pieces.—This riding-fhew took fo
“ well, that both king and queen defired to fee it again, fo
¢ that they invited themfelves to fupper to my lord mayor’s
“ within a week after; and the Mafquers came in a more
¢ glorious fhow with all the riders, which were increafed
“ twenty, to Merchant-taylor's Hall, and there performed
¥ agamn.” But it was not only by the parade of proceffions,

T ThE]' went from E]‘\' houle. vol. 1. p. 207. 1t iz addg;ﬂ. ¢ On Shrove=
= Ar Whirehall. Tuefday at night, the king and the lards
[ *StrarroroE’s Lerrens, Garrardto - ¢ performed their Mafque., The E&‘mpiﬂ‘j
the Lord Deputy, dat. Feb. 27, 1633, were all invited, and well pleafed, &;;ﬂ
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and the decorations of fcenery,
commended.  Some of them, in point of poetical
tion, were eminently beautiful and eles

POETRY. 401

that thefe fpectacles were re-

compofi-
gant. Among thefe

may be mentioned a mafque on the ftory of Circe and
Ulyfles, called the INNER TEMPLE Masque, written by Wil-

Seealfo p. 177. And Fr. Ofbom’s Tha-
pir. Mswm. vol ii. p. 134, Worxks,
edit. 1722. 8vo. It feems the queen and
her ladies were experienced aftreffes ; for
the fame writer {ays, Jan. 9. 1633, * [
“ never knew a duller Chril'mas than we
“¢ had at Court this year ; but one play all
“ the time at Whitehall I —The queen’ had
fome little infirmity, which made her
“ keep in: only on Twelfth-night, ilie
“ fealted the king at Somerfet-houfe, and
prefented him with a play, newly ftu-
died, long finge printed, the Farrorun
Suererpess [of Fletcher] which the
king’s players ated in the robes fre and
ber ladies afed their PasToraL in the
lafl year”  Ibid p: 177. Again, Jan.
11, 1634. ** There is {ome refalution for
f a4 Mafke at Shrovetide: the gueen, and
« fifteen ladies, are to perform,  &c.”
Ibid. p, 360. And, Nov. 9. 1637. ** Here
* are to be two mafkes this WIRter 3 one
*t at Chriftmafs, which the king and the
young noblefle do make; the other at
Shrovetide, which the queen and her
ladies do prefent to the king. A great
room is now boilding only for this ule
betwixt the guard chamber and the ban-
** quetting-houle, and of fir, &c.” Ibid;
¥al.ii. p.130. See alfop. 140. AndFinert's
Purroxenis, * There being a matke in
* praftice of the queen in perfon, with
s other great ladies, &c.”” p, 198. See
Whitelock, fub. an. She was [alfo]
an aétrefs in Davenant's mafgue of the
Temrre or Love, with many of the
Ilﬂbiiit}' of both f In Jonfon's Cro-
RID1A ac Sh 630.—In Jonfon's
Mafque called Love recep From lgna-
RANCE anp FoLry, printed in 1640.—
In W, Mountagu’s Suerneann’s Osa-
cLE, a Paftoral, printed in 1649.—In the
mafgue of Avmron’s Trivses, the Sons
day after Twelfil
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1631 ~In Lumrnaria, or T Feftival
of Light, a mafgue, on Shrove-taefday in
1637. Printed Lond. 1637, 4to.—InSar-
MACIDA SPOLIA at ‘Whitehall, 1639,
Printed Lond. 1639. 4to. The words, 1
believe, by Davenant; and the mufic by
Lewis Richard, mafter of her majelty’s
mulic.—In TemPE RESTORED, With four.
teen other ladies, on Shrove-tuefday at
Whitehall, 1633. Printéd Lond. 1631,
410. The words by Aurelian Townfend,
‘The king afled in fome of thefe pieces.
In the preceding reign, queen A had

IveR countenguce to this prattice ; and, I

elieve, ‘the is the firft of our queens that
appeared perfonally in this moft elegant
and rational smufement of a coarr, She
afted in Daniel’s Malque of THE Visrox
oF THE Four Gopnesss, with eleven
other ladies, at Hampton-coure, in 1604.
Lond. 1624. gto.—In Jonfon’s Masque
of Queews, at Whitehall, in 160G, —In
Daniel's ['eTnvs’s Festivar, a Mafque,
at the creation of prince Henry, Jun, .
1610. This was called the Queen’s
Waxz. See Winwood. iii. 180, Danjel
dedicates to this queen a paftoral tragi-
comedy, in which fhe perhaps performed,
called Hymen"s Thivmrn. It was pre-
{ented at -Somerfet-} where fhe mag-
nificently enterrained the king on occafion
of the marriage of lord Roxburgh, Many
others, | prefume, might be added. Among
the EXTERTAINMENTS at RuTLawmo.
House, compofed by Davenantin the
reign of Charles the firlt, . there 35 a De-
cLaMATION, or rather Difputation, with
mufic, conceming Public Entertainment by
Moral Reprefemtarion.  The difputants are
Diogenes and Ariftopha I am inform-
ed, that among the n papers of
the late Mr. Thomas C r, of Trinity
college in Oxford, an ingenious and inguj-
fitive gleaner of anecdotes for a lHography
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liam Brown, a ftudent of that fociety, about the year 1620*
From this lmu, a5 4 fpttilhtl'l. of the temple-mafques in
this view, I make no apology for my anticipation in tran-
fcribing the fu‘]mnlr{ ode, which Circe fings as a charm to
drive away fleep from Ulyfles, who is difcovered repofing
under a large tree. It 1s addreffed to Sleep.

Tae CHARME,
Sonne of Eiebus and Nighte!
Hye away, and aime thy flighte,
Where conforte none other fowle
Than the batte and fullen owle:
Where, upon the lymber gras,
Poppy and mandragoras,
With like fimples not a fewe,
Hange for ever droppes of dewe:
Where flowes Lethe, without coyle,
Softly like a ftreame of oyle.
Hye thee thither, gentle Sleepet
With this Greeke no longer keepe.

lifh posts, there was a correfpon-  than any female that ever .'ppe“cd on the
. hetween {ir Fulke Greville and Da-  flage. In semembrance of her theatrical
niel’ the post, concerning improvements  infirnddons, Anme, when quee
L ons propofed to ‘be nrade im  Mrs. Becterton an annval pe
fe court-interlades.  But this {ubjeétwill 1 pounds. Langh, Bmam. P, pr
se more fully examined, and farther pur- . 16gi. Cibber's Arot. ps 134,
fued, inits proper place. . 1"5: s was an early pradiice in France.
After the Reftoration, when the digmity  In 1540, Margaret m Valois, queen fF
he old monarchical manners had fuffered rre, wrote - Maralities, \\ 1|rh fhe call
eclipfe fraom a Calvinific ufurpa- 7
ceble effort was made to -revive
el and nlc. ant amafements at
For about the year 1675,
e ordered Crowneé to write
: ch-was a-
LI'I\i. .'I'LII'IH:
ﬁm‘ the

ln the
or fav:
1 r.]'.uﬁ' ot

ed at court by t
danghters of the
yoong nobi
.\lLT'L, afte

iring to the inner :mem
ere for his poctrys

492.
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Thrice I charge thee by my wand,
Thrice with moly from my hand
Doe I touch Ulyffes’ eyes,

And with th’ jafpis, Then arife
Sageft Greeke !

In praife of this fong it will be fufficient to fay, that it re.
minds us of fome favorite touches in Milton’s Comus, to
which 1t perhaps gave birth. Indeed one cannot help ob-
ferving here in general, although the obfervation more pro-
perly belongs to another place, that a mafque thus recently
exhibited on the ftory of Circe, which there is reafon to think
had acquired fome popularity, fuggefted to Milton the hint of
a mafque on the ftory of Comus. It would be fuperfluous to
pomt out minutely the abfolute fimilarity of the two cha-
racters: they both deal in incantations conduted by the
fame mode of operation, and producing effects exaltly parallel.

From this praétice of performing interludes in the inns of
court, we may explain a paffage in Shakefpeare: but the
prefent eftablifhment of the context embarraffes that expla-
nation, as it perplexes the fentence in other refpefts. In
the Seconp ParT or Henry THE FourTH, Shallow is boaft-
ing to his coufin Silence of his heroic exploits when he
ftudied the law at Clement’s-inn.. ¢ I was once of Clement’s
“ inn, where I think they will talk of mad Shallow yet.
« Sil. You were called /uyfy Shallow then, coufin. Skal 1
¢ was-called any thing, and I would have done any thing,
¢ indeed too, and roundly too. There was I, and httle
« John Doit of Staffordfhire, &c. You had not four
« fuch fwinge-bucklers in the inns of, court again. . We
<« knew where all the Bona Roba's were, &e.—0h, the mad
“ days that I have {fpent!!” Falftaffe then enters, and is
recognifed by Shallow, as his brother-ftudent at Clement’s-

¢ Pag. 133, 4 AcT L Sc. i, :
Fffa2 . % inng
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inn; on which, he takes occafion to refume the topic of his
juvenile frolics exhibited in London fifty years ago. * She’s
“ old, and had Robin Night work, before I came to Cle-
“ ment’s inn.—Ha, coulin Silence, that thou hadft That that
¢« this knight and I have féen! Hah, Sir John, &c.” Fal-
ftaffe’s recruits are next brought forward to be inrolled.
One of them is ordered to handle his arms: when Shallow
fays, ftill dwelling on the old favorite theme of Clement’s-
inn, * He is not his craft-mafter, he doth not do it right. I
« remember at Mile-End Green, when Ilay at Clement’s-inn,
* T was then Sir Dagonet in"ArTHUR'S Snow, there was a
¢« little quiver fellow, and he would manage you his' piece
 thus, &c.” Does he mean, that he acted fir Dagonet at
Mile-end Green, or at Clement's-inn? By the application of
a parenthefis only, the paffage will be cleared from ambiguity,
and the fenfe I would affign will appear to be juft. < Ire-
« member at Mile-end Green, (when I lay at Clement's-inn,
* T was then Sir Dagonet in ARTHUR'S SHow,) there wasa
« little quiver fellow, &c.” That is, * I remember, when
“ I was a very young man at Clement’s-inn, and not fit to
« aft any higher part than Sir Dagonet in the mterludes
¢ which we ufed to play in the fociety, that among the {oldiers
« who were exercifed in Mile-end Green, there was one remark-
« able fellow, &c*.” The performance of this part of Sir
Dagonet was another of Shallow’s feats at Clement’s-1nn, on.
which he delights to expatiate : a circumftance, in the mean
time, quite foreign to the purpofe of what he is faying, but
introduced, on that account, to heighten the ridicule of his
charafter. © Juft as he had told Silence, a little before, that
he faw Schoggan’s head broke by Falftaffic at the court-gate,

¢ Tn the text, * WhenI /uidat Clement’s  Irin. vol. & fol. 119. Agpain, * Maifler
inn,”" 15 Jodged, or fwed. S0 Leland. ¥ An ¢ Page hath tranflated the Houfe, and new
*t old manor-place, where in tymes pafte  * much ryiTa there.” Tbid, fol. 121
¢ fum of the Mounlbrays 1ax for a flarte.”  And in many other places.
That is LIVED fer @ fimcy or fometimes, ;

« and
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* and the very fame day, 1.did fight with one Sampfon Stock-
“ fith, a fruiterer, behind Gray’s-inn.” Not to mention
the {atire implied in making Shallow aét Sir Dagonet, who
was King Arthur's Fool. ARTHUR'S Snow, here fuppoled to
have been prefented at Clement’s-inn, was probably an in-
terlude, or mafque, which aftually exifted, and was very
popular, in Shakefpeare’s age: and feems to have been com-
piled from Mallory’s MorTE ARTHUR, or the hiftory of king
Arthur, then recently publifhed, and the favorite and moft
fathionable romance’.

When the focicties of the law performed thefe fhews
within their own refpeétive refeGories, at Chriftmas, or any
other feftival, a Chriftmas-prince, or revel-mafter, was con-
ftantly appointed. At a Chriftmas celebrated in the hall of
the Middle-temple, in the year 1635, the jurifdiction, pri-
vileges, and parade, of this mock-monarch, are thus cir-
cumftantially deferibed®, He was attended by his lord
keeper, lord treafurer, with eight white ftaves, a captain of
his band of penfioners and of his guard; and with two
chaplains, who were fo ferioufly imprefled with an idea of
his regal dignity, that when they preached before him on
the preceding Sunday in the Temple church, on afcending
the pulpit, they faluted him with three low bows. He dined,
both in the hall, and in his privy-chamber, under a cloth of
eftate. The pole-axes for his gentlemen penfioners were
borrewed of lord Salifbury. Lord Holland, his temporary
Juftice in Eyre, fupplied him with venifon, on demand: and
the lord mayor and fheriffs of London, with wine. On
twelfth-day, at going to church, he received many petitions,

. ¥ . ;
! "That Mile-end green was the place for  * in  the fomer feafon.” &c. Berner's

public fports and exercifes, we learn from .
Froiffarc. In the affair of T'yler and Straw
ke fays,  Then the kynge fende to them
““ that they fhulde all drawe to'a fayre
iyne place, called Myle-end, where the
“ people of the cytie did fposs themfclves

Transt. tom. 7. . 383§ 262. a.

¢ See alfo Dugd. Oric, Jurid, p, 121,
where many of the circamBRances of this of-
ficer are defcribed at large : whio alfo men-
tions, at Lancoln's-inn, a Kine ofr THE
Cockneys on childermas-day, cap. ‘4.

B- 247+ :
which
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which he gave to his mafter of requefts: And, like other
kings, he had a favorite, whom, with others, gentlemen of
high quality, he knighted at returning from church. His
expences, all from his own purfe, amounted to two thou-
fand pounds®. We are allo told, that in the year 1633,
« On Shrovetide at night, the lady Hatton feafted the king,
¢ queen, and princes, at her houfe in Holborn. The Wed-
« nefday before, the Prixce of Tue Tempre invited the
« prince Ele€tor and his brother to a Mafque at the Temple',
t which was very compleatly fitted for the variety of the
e feenes, and excellently well performed. Thither came the
« queen with three of her ladies difguifed, all clad in the
<t attite of citizens,—This done, the Prince was depofed,
« but fince the king knighted him at Whitehall ="

But thefe fpetacles and entertainments in our law-focieties,
not fo much becaufe they were romantic and ridiculous in
their mode of exhibition, as that they were inftitutions
celebrated for the purpofes of merriment and feftivity, were
fupprefled or fufpended under the falfe and illiberal ideas of
reformation and religion, which prevailed in the fanatical
court of Cromwell. The countenance afforded by a polite
court to fuch entertainments, became the leading topic of
animadverfion and abufe in the miferable declamations of the
puritan theologifts; who attempted the bufinefs of national
reformation without any knowledge of the nature of fociety,
and whofe cenfures proceeded not fo much from principles
of a purer morality, as from a narrownefs of mind, and
from that ignorance of human affairs which neceffarily ac-
companies the operations of enthufiafm.

W SrparpoLpE’s LeTTers, ut fupr. uMrEs oF Prince p'AmovUn, written at
vol. i. p. ge7. The writer adds, * All  their requeft for the purpofe, in three days.
«% this is done, to make them fit to give the  The mufic by H. and W. Lawes. The
« prince ele@or a royal entertainment, names of the performers are at the end.
¢+ with maks, dancings, and {ome other k Ihid. p. g25. The writer adds, * Mis.
st pyercifes of wit in orations or arraing-  ** Baffer, the great lace-woman of Cheap-
, that day they invite him."’ ¢ fide, went foremolt, and led the queen

s, I think, was Davenant’s TRi-  * by the hand, &c.” See ibid. p. 506

SECT.
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