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‘K] E are now arrived at the commencement of the fix-

teenth century. But before I proceed to a formal
and particular examination of the poetry of that century,
and of thofe that follow, fome preliminary confiderations of
amore general nature, and which will have a reference to
all the remaining part of our hiftory, for the purpofe of
preparing the reader, and facilitating our future inquiries,
appear to be neceflary,

On a utm[puf of the fifteenth century, we find much
poetry written during the latter part of that period. It is
certain, that the recent introduétion into England of the
art of typography, to which ounr countrymen: afforded the
molt liberal encouragement, and which for many years was
almoft folely coRRuEdES thc impreflion -of anhth books,
the fafhion of tranflating the claffics from French verfions,
the growing improvements of the Englith language, and the
diffufion of learning among the laity, greatly contributed to
multiply Englith compefition, both in profe and werf
Thefe caufes, however, were yet immature; nor had they
gathered a {ufficient degree of power and ftability, to ope-
rate on our literature with any vigorous effects.

But there is a circumftance, which, among fome others
already fuggefted, impeded that progreffion in our poetry,
which might yet have been expeted under all thefe advan-
tages. A revolution, the moft fortunate and important in
moft other refpects, and the moft interefting that eccurs
in the hiftory of the migration of letters, now began to
take place; which, by diverting the attention of ingenious
men to new modes of thinki nﬂ, and the culture of new lan-
guages, introduced a new courle of ftudy, and gave a tem-
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porary check to vernacular compofition, This was the re-
vival of claffical learning.

In the courfe of thefe annals we muft have frequently re-
marked, from time to time, ftriking fymptoms of a reftlefs
difpofition in the human mind to roufe from its lethargie
{tate, and to break the bonds of barbarifm. After many
imperfect and interrupted efforts, this mighty deliverance,
in which the mouldering Gothic fabrics of falfe religion and
falfe philofophy fell together, was not effe€tually completed
till the clofe of the fifteenth century. An event, almoft for-
tuitous and unexpefted, gave a diretion to that fpirit of
curiofity and difcovery, which had not yet appeared in its
full force and extent, for want of an objeft. About the
year 1453, the difperfion of the Greeks, after Conftantinople
had been occupied by the Turks, became the means of
gratifying that natural love of novelty, which has fo fre-
quently led the way to the nobleft improvements, by the
introduction of a new language and new books : and totally
changed the ftate of letters in ]:uropu :

This great change commenced in Italy; a country, from
many circumftances, above all others peculiarly qualified and
prcparcd to adopt fuch a deviation, Italy, during the darkelt
periods of monaftic ignorance, had always maintained a
greater degree of refinement and knowledge than any other
European country. In the thirteenth century, when the
manners of Eurovpe appear to have been overwhelmed with
every fpecies of abfurdity, its luxuries were lefs favage, and
its public fpectacles more rational, than thofe of France,

! Botit fhould be remembered, that fome  of thefe barbarians, came into England to
Iee.ned Grecians, forefecing the perfecutions  feek redrefs or [Jr\'eél on from Henry the
impending over L]:-.-u- f.'t*unl:rs, frequented  fourth. He landed- at Dover, att ended by
ITraly, and taught th ge there, be-  many learned (_rret‘l-\.':. and the next day

fore LI:-.’." taking cf C Some  was honourably y received at LhrJ b-church
iur: ks, who attended the Florentine coun- priory at Canterbury, by the prior, Tho-
, and never returned for fear of the Tarks, mas Chyllenden. In a2 manuicript called

T ll.r::lcli the ]'n.ﬂ.l'lt roy al li brary in the city SPecvuLUM PARVULORUM,
f Turenne. In the year 1401, the Greelz  MSS, Bibl. Lambeth.
rmpe:ur, unable to refift the frequent infults

lib. 5. ¢. 39,

England,
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England, and Germany. Its inhabitants were not only en-
riched, but enlightened, by that flourifhing ftate of com-
merce, which its commodious fituation, aided by the com-
bination of other concomitant advantages, contributed to
fupport. Even from the time of the irruptions of the nor-
thern barbarians, fome glimmerings of the antient erudition
ftill remained in this country; and in the midft of fuperfti-
tion and falfe philofophy, repeated efforts were made in Italy
to reftore the Roman claffics. To mention no other in-
ftances, Alberti Muffato ® of Padua, and a commander in
the Paduan army againft the Veronefe, wrote two Latin
tragedies, Ecerrinis”, or the fate of the tyrant Ecerinus of
Verona, and Acmirreis, on the plan of the Greek drama,
and in imitation of Seneca, before the year 1y20. The
many monuments of legitimate fculpture and architecture
preferved in Italy, had there kept alive ideas of elegance and
grace; and the Italians, from their familiarity with thofe
precious remains of antiquity, fo early as the clofe of the
fourteenth century, had laid the rudiments of their per-
feCtion in the antient arts. Another circumftance which
had a confiderable fhare in clearing the way for this change,
and which deferves particular attention, was the innovation
introduced into the Italian poetry by Petrarch: who, infpired
with the moft elegant of paffions, and cloathing his exalted
feelings on that delicate fubjeét in the moft melodious and
brilliant Italian verfification, had totally eclipfed the barbarous

® He was honoured with the laorel, and
died 1320.

& Printed at Venice, 1636, fol. with his
Eristor®, ELecr, Sotitoguia, Ee-
toc®:, Cento Ot'lnmsrs,QL:ﬂin Hif-
tory of Iraly, and Bavaruvs af Filiam.
And in Muraeori’s Rer. [Tar, ScriFTon.
fom. x. Mediolan. 197 P, 1..123: 569
76g. 785. See alf ‘HEsAUR. ITal.
tom. ¥1. part, ii. Lu 1722, Among
His inedited worlis are mentioned, Lifer

Vol. I G |

pr Lite Naruezx T ForTUNE, OR
Natural Caufes and Fate. And thres books
in heroic verfe, on the War pgainft the Ve-
ronefe above-mentioned. ‘Tha name and
writings of Muflato were hardly known, till
they were brought forward to the public
notice i the Essay an Pore; which I
fhall not be aceufed of partiality, as I only
join the voice of the world, in ::”E”F the
molt-agrecable and judicious piece of cri-
ticifm produced by the prefent age.

beauties
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beauties of the Provencial troubadours; and by this new
and powerful magic, had in an eminent degree contributed
to reclaim, at lealt for a time, the public tafte, from a love
of Gothic manners and romantic imagery.

In this country, fo happily calculated for their favourable
reception, the learned fugitives of Greece, when their empire
was now deftroyed, found fhelter and proteftion. Hither
they imported, and here they interpreted; ., their antient
writers; ;which had. been, preferved entire atConftantinople.
Thefe being eagerly. ftudied by the beft Italian fcholars, com=
municated a tafte for the graces of genuine poetiy and elo-
quence; and at the fame time were inftrumental in propa-
gating a more juft and general relifh for the Roman poets,
orators, and hiftorians. In the mean time a more elegant
and fublime philofophy was adopted: a philofophy more
friendly to works of tafte and imagination, and more agree-
able to the fort of reading which was now gaining ground.
The {cholaftic fubtleties, and the captious logic of Ariftotle,
were abolifhed for the mild and divine wifdom of Plato.

It was a circumftance, which gave the greateft fplendour
and importance to this new mode of erudition, that it was
encouraged by the popes: who, confidering the encourage-
ment of literature as a new expedient to eftablifh their au-
thority over the minds of men, and enjoying an opulent
and peaceable dominion in the voluptuous region of Italy,
extended their patronage on this occafion with a liberality fo
generous and unreferved, that the court of Rome on a
fudden loft its auftere charafter, and became the feat of ele-
gance and urbanity. Nicholas the fifth, about the year
1440, eftablifhed public rewards at Rome for compofition in
the learned languages, appointed profeffors in humanity, and
employed intelligent perfons to traverfe all parts of Europe
m fearch of claflic manufcripts buried in the monafteries®.

® Bee ** Dominei Georgii Drssentatio * Viros Patrocinio.” Rom. 1742, .;TQ.:\'.M-

It

“ de Nich. quainti erga Lit. et Literat, ed to his Livs.
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It was by means of the munificent fupport of pope Nicholas,
that Cyriac of Ancona, who may be confidered as the firft
antiquary in Europe, was enabled to introduce a tafte for
gems, medals, infcriptions, and other curious remains of
claffical antiquity, which he collefted with indefatigable
labour in various parts of Italy and Greece’. He allowed
Francis Philelphus, an elegant Latin poet of Italy, about
1450, a flipend for tranflating Homer into Latin®. Leo
the tenth, not lefs confpicuous for his munificence in re-
{toring letters, defcended fo far from his apoftolical dignity,
as to be a fpectator of the Pornurus of Plautus; which
was performed in a temporary theatre in the court of the
capitol, by the flower of the Roman youth, with the addi-
tion of the moft coftly decorations *: and Leo, while he was
pouring the thunder of his anathemas againft the heretical
doctrines of Martin Luther, publithed a bulle of excoms
munication againft all thofe who fhould dare to cenfure the
poems of Ariofto. It was under the pontificate of Leo, that
a perpetual indulgence was granted for rebuilding the church
of a monaftery, which poflefled 2 manufcript of Tacitus;

P See Fr. Burmanni Prsrat. ad Tn-  free of Rome. P, Jovivs, Hist. 1ib. xi. ad

feription. Gruterian, Amftel. 1707, fol.
Baluz, Miscesr. tom, vi. p. $39. Ant,
Auguftini Dravoc. pe NusmismaT. ix.
xi, Vofl. de Histor. Lav. p. 80g. His
ITiner ar1vM was printed at Florence, by
L. Mehus, 1742. 8vo. See Leon. Aretini
ErrsyoL. tom. ii. lib. ix, p. 149. Apd
Grorwar, af Letterati & Italia. tom. *xi.
P. 428, See the CovrrecTion of Juferip-
tions, by P. Apianus, and B. Amantius, In-
golditat. 1634. fol. ‘ar the Mowvu, Ga-
DITAN.

1 i:"t:i|l:|]'3]1. EpisT. xuiv. 1, xxxvi. 1.
In the Erierre of Philelphus, and in his
ten books of SaTines in-Latin verfe, are
many curious particulars relating to the li-
terary hiftory of thofe times. Venet. fol.
1502, His Nicovavs, or two books of
Lyrics, is a panegyric on the life and afls
of pope Nicholas the fifth,

* It was in the year 1513, on occafion of
Julian Medicis, Leo’s brother, being made

Gg

e

cale. And Vir., Leox. lib, iii P 145
ys, that the altors were Romane

Juventutis i. And thae feveral Pi‘:‘
ces of poetry were recited at the fame time.
Leo was alfo prefent at an Italian comedy,
written ]\}‘ cardinal B bienna, called Ca-
LANDER, in honour of the Duc of
Mantua. 1t was afted by noble youths in
the fpacious apartments of the Vatican, and
Lep was placed in a fort of throne.  Jov,
in Vit. p. 18g.

* Paolos Jovies relates an anecdote of
pope Leo the tenth, which fliews thae fome
pailages in the claffics were fludied at the
court of Rome to very bad purpofes. I muft
give it in his own words. *“ Non carpit
“* etiam infamia, quod parum honefle non-
* nullos e cubiculariis fuis (erant enim e
* tota Ialia nobilifimi) adamare, et cum
* his tenerins atque hibere jocari videretur,®
InVita Lrosis X, p. 192,

g2 It

Ly iy s L

i1

“in,




1515151

S515

SIS IS SIS 1ISISISISISISISISI55151515]

EI5ISIS1I51515 1515 151515]F

-
=
-

i Il' '|l._|.l_||_|r 1+

412 T'HE IS TORYOFR

It is obvious to obferve, how little conformable, this juft
tafte, thefe elegant arts, and thefe new amufements, proved
in their confequences to the fpirit of the papal fyftem: and
it is remarkable, that the court of Rome, whofe fole defign
and intereft it had been for fo many centuries, to enflave
the minds of men, fhould be the firft to reftore the religious
and intelle¢tual liberties of Europe. The apoftolical fathers,
aiming at a fatal and ill-timed popularity, did not refleét,
that they were fhaking the throne, which they thus adorned.

Among thofe who diftinguifhed themfelves in the exercife
of thefe ftudies, the firt and moft numerous were the
Italian ecclefiaftics. If not from principles of inclination,
and a natural impulfe to follow the paflion of the times, it
was at leaft their intereft, to concur in forwarding thofe
improvements, which were commended, countenanced, and
authorifed, by their {piritual fovereign: they abandoned the
pedantries of a barbarous theology, and cultivated the purcft
models of antiquity. The cardinals and bifhops of Italy
compofed Latin verfes, and with a fuccefs attained by none
In more recent times, in imitation of Lucretius, Catullus,
and Virgil. Nor would the encouragement of any other
European potentate have availed {o much, in this great work
of reftoring literature: as no other patronage could have
operated with fo powerful and immediate an influence on
that order of men, who, from the nature of their education
and profeflion, muft always be the principal inftruments in
{fupporting every fpecies of liberal erudition.

And here we cannot but obferve the neceflary connection
between literary compolfition and the arts of defign. No
fooner had Italy banifhed the Gothic ftyle in eloguence and
poetry, than painting, fculpture, and architetture, at the
fame time, and in the fame country, arrived at maturity,
and appeared in all their original {plendour., The beautiful
or fublime ideas which the Italian artifts had conceived from

the contemplation of antient ftatues and antient temples,
were
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were invigorated by the deferiptions of Homer and Sopho-
cles. Petrarch was crowned in the capitol, and Raphael
was promoted to the dignity of a cardinal.

l Thefe improvements were foon received in other countries,
Lafcaris, one of the moft learned of the Conftantinopolitan
exiles, was invited into France by Lewis the twelfth, and
Francis the firft: and it was under the latter of thefe mo.
narch that he was employed to form a library at Fontain-
bleau, and to introduce Greek profeffors into the univerfity
of Paris . . Yet we find Gregory Typhernas teaching Greek at
Paris, {o early as the year 1472% About the fame time, Anto- .
nius Eparchus of Corfica fold one hundred Greek books to the f

empereur Charles the fifth and Francis the firft?, thofe great
rivals, who agreed in nothing, but in promoting the caufe
of literature. Francis the firft maintained even a Greek
fecretary, the learned Angelus Vergerius, to whom he af-
figned, in the year 1541, a penfion ‘of four hundred livres
from his exchequer®. He employed Julius Camillus to teach
him to fpeak fluently the language of Cicero and Demofthe.-
nes, in the {pace of a month: but fo chimerical an attempt
neceffarily proved abortive, yet it fhewed his paffion for let-
ters®. In the year 1474, the parliament of Paris, who, like
other public bodies, eminent for their wifdom, could proceed
| on no other foundation than that of ancient forms and il
cuftoms, and were alarmed at the appearance of an innova.
tion, commanded a cargo of books, fome of the firft Ipeci-
mens of typography, which were imported into Paris by a
fattor of the city of Mentz, to be feized and deftroyed,

IS

P!
-

" T

.. ' DuBreul, Anrrquirez deParis, liv.  firfh, by founding beantifu] Greek and Romag

I 163g. 4t0. p, 563, Bembi Hist. V-
WET. par. ii. p. 76. And R, Simon, Cri-
TIQUE de Ja Bibl, Eeclef. par du Fin, tom.
1, p. 502, 51z,

* Hody, p. 233

¥ Morhoff, Povy nist, iv, 6.

= Dur Breul, ibid. p- 568, It is.a jult
remark of P. Viftorius, that Francis the

types at his own coft, invited many ftu-
dents, whe were catght by the clegance of
the impreffion, to read the antient boeks.
Prazrar. aAdD CoMMENT. in ofto libr.
Hiriftotelis de Opt. Statu Civitat.

* Alciati-ErisTov. xxiit, inter Gupi-
ANAS, pag. 100.
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414 THE HISTORY OF

Francis the firft would not fuffer fo great a difhonour to
remain on the French nation; and although he interpofed
his authority too late for a revocation of the decree, he or-
dered the full price to be paid for the books. This was the
fame parliament that oppofed the reformation of the calen-
dar, and the admiffion of any other philofophy than that of
Ariftotle. Such was Francis’s follicitude to encourage the
races of a claffical ftyle, that he abolifhed the Latin tongue
from all public adts of juftice, becaufe the firft prefident of
the parliament of Paris had ufed a barbarous term in pro-
nouncing fentence® : and becaufe the Latin code and judicial
proceffes, hitherto adopted in France, familiarifed the people
to a bafe Latinity. At the fame time, he ordered thefe for-
mularies to be turtied, not into good Latin, which would
have been abfurd or impoffible, but into pure French*: a
reformation which promoted the culture of the vernacular
tongue. He was the firft of the kings of France; that en-
couraged brilliant affemblies of ladies to frequent the French
court: a circumftance, which not only introduced new
fplendour and refinement into the parties and caroufals of
the court of that monarchy, but gave a new turn to the
manners of the French ecclefiaftics, who of courfe attended
the king, and deftroyed much of their monkifh pedantry *
When we mention the fhare which Germany took in the ref-
titution of letters, fhe needs no greater panegyric, than that
her mechanical genius added, at a lucky moment, to all thefe
fortunate contingencies in favour-of fcience, an admirable
invention, which was of the moft fingular utility in fa-
cilitating the diffufion of the antient writers over every part
of Europe: I mean the art of printing. ~ By this obfervation,
I do not mean to infinuate that Germany kept no pace with

¥ Matagonis de Matagonibus adverfus ¢ Brantome, Mew. tom. i. p. 227 Me-
Ttzlogalliam Antonii Matharelli, p. 2206, zerai, Hist. France, fur HEx. JIL wm. 18
¢ Varillas, Hrst, de Frangois I live, i, p. 446, 447
pag. 381.
her
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her neighbours in the produétion of philological - fcholars.
Rodolphus Langius, a canon of Munfter; and a tolerable
Latin poet, after many ftruggles with ‘the inveterate preju-
dices and authoritative threats of German bithops, and Ger-
man univerfities, opened a fchool of humanity at Munfter:
which fupplied his countrymen with every fpecies of elegant
learning, till it was overthrown by the fary of fanaticifm,
and ‘the revolutions introduced by the barbarous reformations
of the anabaptiftic zealots, in the year 1534 % Reuchlin,
otherwife called Capnio, cooperated with the laudable endea-
vours  of Langius by profefling Greek, - before the year
1490, at. Bafil™. Soon aftérwards . he tranflated Homer,
Anftophanes, Plato, Xenophon, ffchines, and Lucian,
into Latin, and Demofthenes into German, At Heidel-
berg he founded a library, which he ftored with the
choiceft Greek manufcripts. = It is worthy to remark, that
the firft public inftitution in any European univerfity for
promoting polite literature, by which I underftand thefe
Improvements in erudition, appears to have been eftablifhed
at Vienna. In the year 1501, Maximilian the firft, who,
like Julius Cefar, had compofed a commentary on his own
illuftrious military achievements, founded in the univer-
fity of Vienna a Coriece of Porrry. This fociety con-
fifted of four profeflors : one for poetry, a fecond for ora-
tory, and two others for mathematics. The profeflor of
poetry was fo ftyled, becaufe he prefided over all the reft;
and the firft perfon appointed to this office was Conradus
Celtes, one of the reftorers of the Greek language in Ger-
many, an elegant Latin poet, a critic on the art of Latin
verhfication, the firft poet laureate of his country, and the
firft who introduced the practice of acting'Latin tragedies and

D. Chytrens, Saxoxa. L. i, p- 8o. ¥ See ErisTor. Craror. 1':_?.01:. ad
Trithem. P- 993. De S. E. EtozLu- Reuchiin p-m. 4. 17. Dbaius, in ViTa
MINARID, GERMAN. P- 239- Revenring, &o [See fupr. p. 376.]

comedies
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comedies in public; “after the manner of Terence®, It
wis the bufinefs of this profeflor, to examine candidates
in philology; and to reward thofe who appeared to have
made a diftinguithed proficiency in claffical ftudies with a
crown of laurel, Maximilian’s chief and general defign in
this inffitution, was to reftore the languages and the elo-
quence of Greece and Rome".

Among the chief reftorers of literature in Spain, about
1490, was Antonio de Lebrixa, one of the profeflors
in the univerfity of Alacala, founded by the magnificent
cardinal Ximenes, archbifhop of Toledo. It was to the
patronage of Ximenes that Lebrixa owed his celebrity®
Profoundly verfed in every fpecies of facred and profane
learning, and appointed to the refpectable office of royal
hiftorian, he chofe to be diftinguifhed only by the name of
the grammarian®; that is, a teacher of polite letters. In
this department, he enfiched the feminaries of Spain with
new {yftems of grammar, in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew;
and, with a view to reduce his native tongue under {ome
critical laws; he wrote comparative lexicons, in the Latin,
Caftilian, and Spanifh languages. Thefe, at this time, were

e Celtes dedicates his Amonzs, of La-
tin Elegies, to Maximilian, in a latin pane-
gyric prefixed ; in which he compliments
the emperor, * You who have this year
 ¢ndowed moft liberally the mufes, long
+t wanderng, and banifhed from Germany
¢ by the c:hfumniei of cértain unfkilful men,
« with a college and a perpetual ftipend :
¢ having, moreoVér, according td a cuftom
<t praftifed in my time at Rome, delepated
& to me and my fucceffors, in your ﬁead,
= the authority of creating and laureating
“ poets in the fpid college, &e.” Pawgoc.
Prim. ad Ma®¥imilian. Imp. Signat. a. i,
Asmores, &c. Moringb. 1502. 4to. The
fame author, in his Deserirrion of the
city of Naremburgh, written in 1501, men-
tions it a5 acireumitance of importance and
& fingularity, that 3 perfon killed in - the

Roman literatare had juft begun to give Jéc-
tares in a public building, to the inges
noous youth of that city, in poetry and
oratory, with a falary of one hondred an:
rei, as was the praftice in the cities of Italys
Defeript. Urp, Norixca. cap. xil.

t See the imperial patent for ercitinge
this college, in Freherus’s GERMAK. Bt-
mum ScripFor. VAR, &c. tom. ii. fol
Francof. 166z, p. 237, And by ]. Heary
Van Seelen, Lubec, 4to. 1723, And in his
Sereer. Literak, p. 488, In this pa-
tent, the purpofe of the fonndatio if de-
clared to be, *¢ reftituere abolitam prifcd
& fmculi eloquentiam.”

£ Sec Nic: Anton, Bias, Nov. Hisrak.
tom. 1, ps 104. — 10G:

B I.. Vives, de Canfis CORRUPTARYM
ArT, il p. 72.

plans
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plans of a moft extraordinary nature in Spain; and placed
the literature of his country, which, from the phlegmatic
temper of the inhabitants was tenacious of antient forms,
on a much wider bafis than before. To thefe he added a
manual of rhetoric, compiled from Ariftotle, Tully, and
Quintilian : together with commentaries on Terence, Virgil,
Juvenal, Perfius, and other claflics. He was deputed by
Ximenes, with other learned linguifts, to {uperintend the
grand Complutenfian edition of the bible: and in the con-
duct of that laborious work, he did not efcape the cenfure
of heretical impiety for exercifing his critical fkill on the
facred text, according to the ideas of the holy inquifition,
with too great a degree of precifion and accuracy’,

Even Hungary, a country by no means uniformly ad-
vanced with other parts of Europe in the common arts of
civilifation, was illuminated with the diftant dawning of
fcience. Mattheo Corvini; king of Hungary and Bohemia,
in the fifteenth century, and who died in 1490, was a lover
and a guardian of literature®. He purchafed innumerable
volumes of Greek and Hebrew writers at Conftantinople and
other Grecian cities, when they were facked by the Turks:
and, as the operations of typography were now but imper-
fett, employed at Florence many learned librarians to mul-
tiply copies of claffics, both Greeck and Latin, which he
could not procure in Greece'. Thefe, to the number of
fifty thoufand, he placed in a tower, which he had erected
in the metropolis of Buda®: and in this library he cftablifh-
ed thirty amanuenfes, fkilled in painting, illuminating, and
writing: who, under the condué of Felix Ragufinus, a

! See Alvarus Gomefins de Vita Xi- Carwini i vem lterariant, 4
ments, hib. ii. pap. 43. Nic. Anton. ut | See Joh. Alex. Braflicani Pazrar,
fupr. p. 1og. Imbonatus, Brer. Larine- An Sarviasum, Bafil. 1530, fol. And
Hier, p. 315. Mavervus pE BrotioTsecis. p. 14:.

k See Petr. Jaenichii NotaT. Biptiots. 149 4
Troruxiensts, p. 2. Who has written & Anton. Bonfinii Rer. Huwcar, De-
& Dissertarion De meritis Marebiz cad. iv. lib. 7. p. 460, edit. 16go.

Vor. IL Hhh Dalmatian,
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Dalmatian, confummately learned in the Greek, ‘Chaldaic,
and Arabic languages, and an elegant defigner and painter of
ernaments on vellum, attended mceffantly to the bufinefs of
tranfeription and decoration”. The librarian was Bartholo-
mew Fontius, a learned Florentine, the writer of many phi-
lological works®, and a profeffor of Greek and oritory at
Florence. 'When Buda was taken by the Turks in the year
1526, cardinal Bozmanni offered for the redemption of this
meltimable colleétion, two hundred thoufand pieces of the
Fmperial money: yet without effect, for the barbarous be-
fiegers defaced or deftroyed 'moft of the books, in the violence
of feizing the fplendid covers and the filver boffes and clafps

" with which they were enriched *. The learned Obfopaeus re-

lates, that a book was brought him by an Hungarian foldrer,
which he ‘had ‘picked up, ‘with many others, in the pillage of
king Corvino’s library, and had preferved as a prize, merely
becaufe the covering retained fome marks of gold and rich
workmanthip. This proved to be a manufeript ‘of the
Erutorrcs of Heliodorus; from which, in ‘the year 1534,
Obfopaeus printed at Bafil the firlt edition of that elegant
Greek romance .

But as‘this incidental fketch of the hiftory of the revival
of modern learning, is intended to be applied to the general
fubject of my work, T haften to give a'detail of the rife and

" Belivs, Arrarat. ap Histor. Hux-
tar. Dec. 1. cap. 5.
ng cther things, he wrote Com-
crfius, Juvenal, Livy, and
grics., He tranflated Pha-
into the Tufcan language,
at Florence 1r4g1. Crefambeni
slaced him among the the Ttalian poets.
Lambecgius- fays, th: the year 1665,
he was fent o mperor L

cultics, he was at length-permitted by the

Turks to enter the room : where he faw
about four hundred books, ‘printed, and of
no value, difperfed on the -floor, and &o-
vered with dult and filth., Lambeccios fup-
pofes, that the Turks, ‘knowing ‘the cop-
dition of the books, were afhamed to give
him admittance. COMMEXT. DE Biar.
Vixpanown. lib. 8. c. ix. p- 993:

P Covtecrio Wadero-Schmidiana, Ac-
CESE. 1. - 310 l":-:l. Belios, ot rU]Jb tom.
i, p. 226,

1 In the PrErace, SeeNeandri Brz-
FAT. AD GromoLOG. Stobei, p. 27.

progrels
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progrefs of thefe improvements in England: nor fhall I
feruple, for the fake of producing a full and uniform view,
to extend the enquiry to a diftant pcriud

Efforts were made in our Englith univerfities for the re-
vival of critical f{tudies, much fooner than is commonly
imagined. So early as the year 1439, William Byngham,
reCtor of Saint John Zachary in London, petitioned king
Henry the fixth, in favour of his grammar fcholars, for
whom he had erefted a commodious manfion at Cambridge,
called Gop’s House, and which he had given to the college
of Clare-hall: to the end, that twenty-four youths, under
the diretion and government of a learned prieft, might be
there perpetually educated, and be from thence tranfmitted,
in a conftant fucceflion, into different parts of England, to
thofe places where grammar fchools had fallen into a ftate
of defolation®. In‘the year 1498, Alcock bifhop of Ely
founded Jefus College in Cambridge, partly for a certain
number of fcholars to be educated in grammar*. Yet there
is reafon to apprehend, that thefe academical pupils in
grammar, with which the art of rhetoric was commonly

1 m fchole grammaticales exiftunt de-  to the founder, bifhop Walter de Merton,
{olatz.””  Pat. Hen. vi. ann. reg. ¥l | -in grammar learning, and all neceffaries,
P: Z. men 16. for metimes till they were capable of taking

* Rymer, Foeder. xii. 653, Wefindearly  a degree. 'They were placed " in Nun:
eftablifhments of this fort in the colleges of  hall, adjoining to the college on the eafh,
Paris. In the yes 1304, queen ].1 1 L f\ {. falt= p-’.. Thos rlr.l'([dl_ Herl yng-
founded the college of Navarre, at Paris, ' ton, pro puens de genere fundatoris 2
fiar .]m-t}, theoloifts, thirty artifts, aod ¢ feft. Epiph. ufque ad feft, S, Pewri ad
Iwenty GRa LANS, who are alfo  * vincala, 21 Edw, . A. "} 1347, ==
i ]len.. E ry .,'.l_r_g.l'.:r_';_.'.!,'r.'fl-(, Tht!:,' €5 Treem, in ﬁ1n albo_ et '\']-‘_lu'-. et Cﬁt.ﬂl‘i.s
are ordered to 5, [leflons] maze-  *¢ pertinenciis, ad reparationem veltium
rias, & werfis, ut in febaliz grammari- tim & M quam GRAMMATICO-
calibis t Boul, Hisr, Acap. ¢ rus, vid. fem,Mag. Joh, Corniibienhi
Parts.vol. iv. pi 74. But the college of ¢ pro.falario seWOL &, In tertip quadrage-
Ave Mania, at Paris, foundedin 1329, * fimali, xd. Kt 110!113-10 [ufher] fuo,
15 for a Mafter and fix boys r:-nl‘u, from ¢ iid.ob. Jeem, Mag. Joh. Corpubienfi
nine o lixteen jyears. Roul. ibid. p. 261, & prn tertio eftivali; :uJ Et hofiario {uo,
The fotiety of Metton college, in l_J‘:mnI i ob." A. Wood, MS. Coll, Merton
founded in 1272, originally maintained in (.on LECTAN, ['Lm.L M3S. Ballard,
the univerfity fuch boys as claimed kindred  Bibl, Bodl, 46.]

Hhh 2 joined,
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joined, inftead of ftudying the real models of ftyle, were
chiefly trained in fyftematic manuals of thefe fciences, filled
witlr unprofitable definitions and unneceflary diftinctions:
and that in learning the arts of elegance, they acquired the
barbarous impropricties of diction which thofe arts were
intended to remove and reform. That the foundations I
have mentioned did not produce any lafting beneficial effeéts;
and that the technical phrafeclogy of metaphyfics and ca-
fuiltry ftill continued to prevail at Cambridge, appears from
the following anecdote. In the reign of Henry the feventh,
that univerfity was fo deftitute of fkill in latinity, that it
was obliged to hire an Italian, one Caius Auberinus, for
compofing the public orations and epiftles, whofe fee was
at the rate of twenty-pence for an epiftle . The fame per-
fon was employed to explain Terence in the public fchools”.
Undoubtedly the fame attention to a futile philofophy, to
unintelligible elucidations of Scotus and Aquinas, notwith-
ftanding the acceffions accruing to fcience from the efta-
blithment of the Humfredian library, had given the fame
tincture to the ordinary courfe of {tudies at Oxford. For,
about the year 1468, the univerfity of Oxford comp]imentf:d
Chadworth bihop of Lincoln, for his care and endeavours
in reftoring grammatical literature, which, as they reprefent,
had long decayed and been forgotten in that {feminary ",

t'MSS. Bibl. C.C. C. Camb. MrsceLr.
P. p. 194. Offcium magiffiri Glomeriz. 1
ohierve here, that Giles du Vadis, or -"I‘:gi-
dins Dewes, focceflively royal librarian at
Wetminfter, to Henry the feventh and
eighth, was a Frenchman, ' The laft king
granted him a falary for that office, of ten
pounds, “in the year rga2z. Priv. Sig,
13 Henr. vili. Offic. Pell. He was pre-
teptor in French ro Henry eighth, prince
Arthir, princefs Mary, the kings of France
and Scotland, and the marquis of Exeter.
Stowe, Loxpow, p. 230. Among other
things of the fort; he wrote at the com-

mand of -Henry, An Jatroduffevie for 1o
Jerne to rede, te pronsnnce, and "gf_lr..m-':'.rn’df-b
-‘J".'.r:'n";'fﬁ?s.l-,‘)'fm' Jforihe princefs Mary. Lnn:!.
p. Waley; ato. [See Pref. Pallprave's
Lescrarrcissment]. Hediedinigss.

v %¢ Quod- fecit admodum frigide, ut ea
¢ erant tempora.” Lib. Mate. Archieps
Parker, MSS. Baxer, MSS, Harl. 7056
£ 125 5hi

-* Regiflr. Univ. Oxom FF. [ErisTOL.
Acap.] fol. 254, The Epiftles in this
Regifter, contzin man> local anecdotes of
the reftoration of learning at Oxford.

But
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But although thefe gleams of fcience Iong ftrugeled with
the fcholaftic cloud which inveloped our univerfities, we find
the culture of the claflics embraced in England much fooner
than is fuppofed. Before the year 1490, many of our coun-
trymen appear to have turned their thoughts to the revival
of the ftudy of claflics: yet, chiefly in confequence of their
communications with Italy, and, as moft of them were
clergymen, of the encouragements they received from the
liberality of the Roman pant.ﬁfa Millyng, abbot of Weft-
minfter, about the year 1480, underftood the Greek lan-
guage: which yet is mentioned as a fingular accomplifh-
ment, In one, although a prelate, of the monaftic profeflion .
Robert Flemmyng ftudied the Greek and Latin languages
under Baptifta Guarni at Ferrara; and at his. return into
England, was preferred to the deancry of Lincoln about the

= Such of our countrymen 2s wrote in  * being requefted, about the latter end of
Latin at this ]1-:r:_\~:!, a wWere C[:Iir{']}’ ¢ the rc'ign af king Edward the fourth, J:}r
educated at home without any conneftions ** the venerable mafter Edward Seymor,
with [taly, wro tyle not more claffical % Mafter of the Works there, and at the
than that of the monkifh latin annaliftswho  ° defire of the faid king, to compile a hif-
flourithed two or three centuries before. I “¢ tory of thole kings and princes who have
v in Rofs of Warwick, an-  *° founded churches and cities, that the

thor of the Histor1a Recu N¥GLLE, ““images placed in thofe niches might ap-
educated at (foc-n‘._. and % pear to greater advantage, and more ef~
efteemed an eminent f is the % feGually preferve the names: of the per-
plan of Rofs’s T ¥y “ fons reprefented ; at the inftance of this
fo Jate as the year 1 ““ my brother-l t at Oxford, and efpe-
than his latinity ; fi % cially at the defire of the faid moft noble
cle of the kings o & monarch, as alfo to exhilarate the minds
according to Ahe con * of his royal focceflours, 1 have under-

eden
=

monks, with the cr and tl i # taken his work, &c.” Edit. Heame;
of the world, 3 Oxon. 1745. p. 120. 8vo.
and fables; His nh. for {undertakin ¥ Leland 1 in V. One Adam Efton, edu-

zly corieus. He is cated at fjxl';u':!_. a Benediftine monk of
{peaking of of chuuatin; the Nnmixh, and. who lived at Rome the
memories of f ; es: ™ Al-  preatelt part of his life, s faid to have
* o in our churc bern H-:Jm- written many pieces in H¢br|:w, Greek,
¥ work, or ] and Latin, He died at Rome, in the year
*¢ taining 1 1397. Tanner, p. 266. Leland mentons
“ ftance, { jnLu Bate, a Carmelite, of York, about
“ of Windfor, [i e iu,. € scra]u:] ,]  the year 1429, as a Greek fcholar.  Serip-~-
t« fach. tal sbound, both within  tor, BATUS.

*# and without the building. Wherefore

this work are exceed

1
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year 1450% During the reign of Edward the fourth, he
was at Rome; where he wrote an elegant Latin poem in
heroic verfe, entitled LucuBraTioNEs TIBURTINZE, which
he inferibed to pope Sixtus his fingular patron®. It has
thefe three chafte and ftrong hexameters, in which he des
feribes the perfon of that illuftrious pontiff.

Sane, quifquis in hunc oculos converterit acreis,
In facie vultuque viri fublime videbit
Elucere aliquid, majeftatemque verendam.

Leland affures wus, that he faw in the libraries of Oxford
a Greco-Latin lexicon, compiled by Flemmyng, which has
efcaped my fearches. He left many volumes, beautifully
written and richly illuminated, to Lincoln college in Oxford,
where he had received his academical education*, About the
fame period, John Gunthorpe, afterwards, among other
numerous and eminent promotions, dean of Wells, keeper
of the privy feal, and mafter of King’s hall in Cambridge,
attended alfo the philological leftures of Guarini: and for
the polifhed latinity with which he wrote Episties and
OraTions, compofitions at that time much in ufe and re-
queft, was appointed by king Edward the fourth Latin fe-

cretary to queen Anme, in the year 1487 <. The manuferipts

2 Wood, Hist, Umiv. Oxox. ii. 62,
Wharton, Arrexp.p. 155. Bate, viii. 1.

2 Printed at Ferrara, 1477. 8vo. In two
books. He was prothonotary to pope
Sixtos. In this poem he mentions Baptifta
Platina, the Librarian at Rome; who, to-
gether with moft of the Italian {chelars,
was his familiar friend. = See Carbo’s fu-
peral Oration on Guoanni. . I know not

whether one fohn Opicivs, our countryman

a5 it feems, and o Latin poat, improved his
tafie in ltaly abbut this time: bur he has
keft fome copies of clegant Latin verfes,
MSE. Corrox. Waspas. B. iv. Oneis,
De re lenyici feptimiinGalliam progroflie.
It begins, ** Bella canant alii Troje, pro-
* fratague dicant,”  Another is, De efuf=

dem landibur fr.r.{‘ pretezin :'@'Fr purparca, @
dialogue between Mopfus and Melibeus.
Onc of the poems, Ox Chrifmas, has the
date 1.497.

b Lel. ibid.

¢ Pat. 5. Edw. iv..m. 2. Piveof his
Orarions before illuftrious perfonages
ars extant, M5S. Bodl, NE. F.i1.-20. In
the fame mangfeript are his: AmxoTa-
TIONES guadan CRITICHE in verba gus-
e a_,ﬁu:.l" poetas criara. He gm‘ﬁ many
books, collefted in Italy, to Jefus eplleme at
Cambridge. Lel.-CoLr. ili. 13. He was
ambaffador tothe king of Caltile,in 1486,
and 470, Rymer, Fozp. xi. §72. 83
Bale: mentions, his Diverd gengris CaR-
MINA.viii. 42. And a book on Rhetoric.

collected
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collected in Italy, which he gave to beth the univerfit ics of
England, were of much more real value, than the fum: ptuous

filver image of the virgin Mary, weighing one hund

ired and

forty-three ounces, which he prefented to his cathedral of
Wells °. \’\':111'1111 Gray imbibed under the fame preceptors
a knowledge of the beft Greek and Roman writers: and ; in

the year 145 1
equally a judge
Ely*

4, was advanced by pope Nicholas the fifth,
re and-a protector of {cholars, to the blﬁ]Oplth

This prelate employed at ‘H.:‘HL‘* and Florence
many fcribes and illaminators”,

in prepar Lu.g copies of the

claffics and other ufeful books, which he gave to the library
of Baliol college in Oxford®, at that time efteemed the beft

in the univerfity. John Phrea, or Free, an ecclefiaftic of

Briftol, receiving information from the Italian merchants

who tr:

flicked at Briftol, that multitades of ftrangers were

conftantly crouding to lhc (‘d]um]s of Italy for inftruction
in the learned lns.mnms paffed over to Ferrara; where he
became a fellow-ftudent with the prelate laft m(.nt]t:md by
whofe patronage and afliftance his ftudies were fuppor tul"
He tranflated Diodorus Siculus, and many pieces of Xeno-
phon, into Latin'., On account of the former work, he was
nominated bithopof Bath and Wells by pope Paul the fecond,

L Reﬂ;ﬂr Ecclef. '\'r'._l'f'w:l'.

Ll W harton, Awc

P One of thoft
In Baliol coll
Cr :

tanius i
“cripfi ab crig]: us -exemplaribus, 2
¢ Jul. 14u8. MSS. Loviii,
M55, r . p.81.] < See Leland.

ut fopr.-p. 61.

L"-m Les in Baliol
L1 suo Gua-
Rlxu_ W fmfx, ep;lhu al ull of encomi-
ums on Phreas, MSS. Bal. Coll. Oxon. G,
9. See ten of his epiflles, five of which
are written from ]::J'. to bithop Gray,
MS§8, Bibl. Bodl. NE, F. ii. z0. In one

of thefe lie complains, that the bifhop™s
remittances of money had failed, and that
he was obliged ‘to pawn his books and
clothes to Jews at Ferrara.

! He allo tranflated into latin Synefius’s
Pawecyric o Barpness, Printed, Ba-
fil. 1521. 8vo. .[Whenece Abraham ‘Flem-
ming made his Englith -tranflatien; Lon-
don, 157g.] Leland mentions fome fow-
ing latin heroics, which he addrefled to his
patron Tipteft, earl of Woreedler, inwhich
Bacchuse xpnﬁhht:s with a EOll poawing
awvine. Corv.4dii. 13. *"n{l ScripTOR.
Pureas. ‘His Cosmocraruia Munpr
is'a colleftion from Pliny. Leland, CoLt.
iii. p. 58, See MSS, Br. Twyne, & pag.

but
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but died before confecration in the year 1464% His Latin
Epiftles, five of which are addre(fed to his patron the bifhop
of Ely, difcover an uncommon terfenefs and facility of ex-
preflion. It was no inconfiderable tetimony of Phrea’s tafte,
that he was requefted by fome of his elegant Italian friends,
to compole a new epitaph in Latin elegiacs for Petrarch's
tomb: the original infcription in monkifh rhymes, not
agreeing with the new and improved ideas of Latin verfifi-
cation'. William Sellynge, a fellow of All Souls college in
Oxford, difgufted with the barren and contradted circle of
philofophy taught by the irrefragable profeffors of that
ample feminary, acquired a familiarity with the moft excel-
lent antient authors, and cultivated the converfation of Po-
litian at Bononia”, to whom he introduced the learned Li-
nacer ". About the year 1460, he returned into England ; and
being elected prior of Chrift-Church at Canterbury, enriched
the library of that fraternity with an ineftimable colleftion
of Greek and Roman manufcripts, which he had amaffed in
Italy . It has been faid, that among thefe books, which
were all foon afterwards accidentally confamed by fire, there
was a complete copy of Cicero’s Platonic fyftem of politics
pe Repusrica®”. King Henry the feventh fent Sellynge in

* o Leland, Coxs1. Hi. 58, Wood, fcriptions, called Carori, or carols

Hist. Uriv, Oxoxn. ii. 76,

I See Leland, CoLr. 1. 13.63. Leland
fays that he had the new epitaph, Nowwm
ac elegany. ScripTor. Phreas, < Tufda
“ me genuit, &c.”’

= Leland, Crrrixgus,

m1d. Irin. vicf .

* Wood, Hist. Univ, Oxox. ii. 177,
In a monaltic OsrTARY, cited by Whar-
ton, he is faid to be, ** Latina quoque et
Graca lingua apprime inftitates.” It is
added, that he adorned the library over the
prior’s chapel with exquifite feulptures, and
furnifhed it with books, and that he plazed
the fouth fide of the cloyfters of his mona-
ftery, for the ufe of his ftudions brethren,
placing on the walls new TexTS, or in-

Axct. Sacr. 1. p. 144 {&

P This is :].ﬂ-t':lF:!LE rﬁ: lh:%mhnrity of Le-
land. Scrirror. ut fapr. [See fupr. p.
218.] Cardinal Pole expended two thou-
fand crowns in fearching for Tully's Six
Books pe repusrica in Poland, but
without fuccefs. Errstor. Afchami ad
Sturm. dat. 14 Sept. 1555. lib. i. p. 99
And Sturmios, in a letter to-Afcham [ﬂa.t
30 Jan. 1552.] fays, thata perfon in his
neighbourhood had flattered him with a
promife of this inefiimable tréafure. Bar-
thius reports, that they were in the mona-
ftery of Fulda, on vellum, buor defiroyed by
the foldiers in a pillage of that convent.
Chriftiani Fenftell, Miscerrnan. pi 47-
Compare Mabillon, Mus, Irarre. tom.

L. P79
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the quality of an envoy to the
he {poke a moft elegant Latin oration ®,
his monument, now remaining in Canter

he underftood Greek.

Dottor theologus Selling,

Lingua perdoétus.—

This is an uncommon topic of praife in an abbot’s

POETRY. 425

king of France: before whom

It is mentioned on
bury cathedral, that

Graca atque Lating

epitaph,

William Grocyn, a fellow of New college at Oxford, pur-

{ued the fame path about the

ed his knowledge of the Gre

year 1488 : and having perfet-
ck tongue, with which he had

been before tinftured, at Florence under Demetrius Chal-
condylas and Politian, and at Rome under Hermolaus Bar-

barus, became the firft voluntary le¢turer
at Oxford, before the year 1490°%

of that language
Yet Polydore Vi rgil,

perhaps only from a nataral partiality to his county, afficms,
that Cornelius Vitellus, an Italian of noble birth, and of
the moft accomplithed learning, was the firft who taught
the Greek and Roman claffics at Oxford”. Nor muft I for-
get to mention John Tiptoft, the unfortunate earl of Wor.
cefter; who, in the reign of Henry the fixth, rivalled the
moft learned ecclefiattics of his age, in the diligence and
felicity with which he profecuted the politer ftudies. At
Padua, his fingular (kill in refined Latinity endeared him to

L p. 79. IaacBullart relates, that in the year
1576, duting the fiege of Mofcow, fome
noble Polith officers, accompanied by one
Voinufkius, a man profoundly fkilled in the
learned languages, made an excurfion into
the interior parts of Mulcovy 5 where they
found, amang other valuable monuments of
antient literature, Tully’s Rzrusrie,
wiitten in golden letters, Acap. Arr,
Scient, tom. p. &7, It is to be wilhed,
that the fame good fortune which difcovers
this work of Cicera, will alfo reftore the
remainder of Ovid’s Fasr1, the 1o/ Decads

Yol. II. 14

of Livy, the AxTicaronss of Cefar, and
an entire copy of Petronius,

? From his EpiTara.

1 Wood, Hrst. Usiv, Oxox. i 2486,
Sce Fiddes's Woisey, p. zo1.

" Axci. HisTon. lib, savi. p. 610. 50,
edit. Bafil. 1534, fol. But he feems tw
have only been fcheolmatter of Magdalen
or New-college, See Nic. Harpsfield,
Hist. Eccres. p. 651. who [ays, thae
this Vitellius fpoke hix firff srarion 31 New-
college.  Qui primam fuam sratizaem in
* collegio Wiccamendi habuit,”

pope
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pope Pius the fecond, and to the moft capital ornaments of
the Italian {chool®’. "His Latin Letters ftill* rémain, and
abundantly prove his abilities and connetions®.” He tran-
flated Cicero’s dialogue on Frienpsurr into Englith®. He
was the common patron of all his ingenious countrymen,
who about this period were making rapid advances in a more
rational and ample plan “of ftudy; and, among other in-
{tances of his unwearied liberality to true literature, he
prepared a prefent of chofen manufcript books, valued at
tive hundred marcs, for the encreafe of the Humphredian
library at Oxford, then recently inftituted”. Thefe books
appear to have been purchafed in Italy; at that time the
grand and general mart of antient authors, efpecially the
Greek claffics *. For the Turkifh emperors, now feated at

*:8ee Ware, Scrirr. Hiserw, ii. 133,
Camd. Brit. p. 436. And the Funeral
Oration of Ludovice Carbo, on Guarini.

" In this correfpondence, four letters are
written by the.earl, viz. T'o Lavrence More,
John Fre or Phrea, William Atreclyff, and
Magiffer Vincent. To the earl are letters
of Galeotus Martius, Baptiita Guarini, and
other amomymons friends.. MSS. Ecclef.
Cathedr. Lincoln.

U Printed by Caxton, 1481. fol. Leland
thirks, that theverfion of Tully de Seneéture,
printed alfo by Caxton, was made by this
carl. But ‘this tranflation was made by
William of Wyrceltre, or William Botoner,
an eminent phyfician and antiguary, from
the French of Lawrence I’rcmim'fgﬁ.r, and
prefented by the tranflator to bifhop Wayn-
flete, Aug. 20, 1473.  See MSS. Harl.
4329, 2. 3. Typtoft alfo tranflated into
Emglilh two elegant Latin Orarions of
Banatufius Magnomontanus, fuppofed to be
fpoken: by C. Scipioand C. Flaminius, who
were rivals-in the courtthip of Lucretia.
"This verfion was printed by Caxton, with
Tully’s two DiaLocvis abovementioned,
He has left other pieces.

¥ Erist. Acad. Oxon. zgg. Regiflr,
F F. E_ 121, L fufpe®, thaton the earl's

execution, in 1470, they were never re-
ceived by the univerfity. - Wood, AxTiq,
Un. Oxon. ii. go. Who adds, that the
ear]l meditated a benefaftion of the fame
kind to Cambridge.

* As the Greek language became fi-
fhionable in the courfe of erudition, we find
the petty fcholars affecting to underftand
Greek, This appears from the following
paffage in Barclay’s Suip or Foolzs,
written, as we have feen, about the end of
the fifteenth century :

Another boalteth himfelf that hath bene

In Greece at fcholes, and many other
lande ;

But if that he were appofed * well, I'wene

The Greekes letters he fcant doth under-
ftand.

Edit. 1570. ut fupr. fol. 185, a. With
regard to what is here fuggeited, of our
countrymen reflorting to Greece for in-
ftruftion, Rhenanus acquaints s, that II.]E}:.
the famous grammarian, was not only inti-
mately acquainted with the whole circle of
Greek nugmrs. but with the domeftic life
and familiar converfation of the Grlm-l-;.!. he
having lived fome time in the ifland of
Rhodes, Prerat,ad T, Mori Ericran,

* Examined.

edit,
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Conftantinople, particularly Bajazet the fecond, freely im-
parted thefe treafures to the Italian emiffaries, who availing
themfelves of the fafhionable enthufiafm, traded in the cities
of Greece for the purpofe of purchafing books, which they

edit. Bafil. 1c2 o. He ftaid-at Rhodes
five years. T ahout the
re- mentioned a Tran
s TacTics, written at Rhodes,
g, by John Newton, evi-
1, who perhaps

Lawvp. Bibl.
ult however be
for vifiting the
nof ceaie

n of Henry

ftudied Greek
Bodl. Oxon. K.

fellow of F

canfu. org

»
+- M85, James, Bihl. Bodll vi. 157
his Ivanerawies, MSS. Bibl. Bodl.
F.z.12. In which {ofome of
o Way to Hierufa-

g, at Jer
( 1
1

¢ n
{chools and

But thow, vayne boafter,. if thouwilt take
in hand
To ftudy * cunnir

&5 de :'"Eu'i:',
phi for thee

r, Lombardy, or Spay
to || Banony, Ro I
ng, to § Tholous, Athens,.or 4 Co-

Yet this praftice was encouraged by fome
of our bithops, who had received their edu-
cation in Englith univerfities. Pace, one
of our learned countrym a friend of
Erafmus, was placed for education in gram-
mar and ' m in- the family of Thomas
Langton, bithop of Winchefter ; who § p
a_domeftic fchool within the precindts of
his palace, for’ training boys in: thefe fis
ences.  ** Humaniores literas my
“author)” tadti 'eflimabat, at domeftics
“ fchola pueros ac jovenes ibi erudien-

f
L}

““ dos curavit, &c.® The bif who
took the g fare in'exar i
fchc 3 = E [

ry even :
young Face was an extraordinaty profic
in mufic, thought him capable of better
things ; and fent him, while vet a boy, to
the univerfity of Padva. He afterwards
ftudied at Bononia: for' the fame bithop,
by Will;. bequeatts to his_ftholar, Richard
Pace, LEIJLi_'.'ng at Bononia, an exhibition

roficient

of ten pounds annially for fi Sce
Pace’s TracTaTus de wi ¢x dor-
trimi percipitur, edit. Bafil, | 4. P,
27. 28, In which the author imfelf
bithop Lanptan See al-
fo Langton's . Cant.
Repiftr. Mooxe. Lang-

ton had been *proveft of queen’s college at
Oxford, and" died in 1501, At Pad
Pace was infirufted by Cuthbert Tun
t bithep of Durham, and the g
le Greek books to the uni-
verfity ambridge ; and by Hugh L
- Tracrart. ut fupr. p, 6. gg. 103,
Leland, Covg 14

We find alfo archbifhop Wareham, be-
fore the year'ryzo, educating at his own
expence, for the {pace of twelve years, Ri
ard Croke, ‘one of the firft ref
Greek |;111f::|1.':1:<: inE
verfiies of Paris, Lou
from which rétoming a mol

me

£ uni-
and “Leipfic :
complifhed

fcholar, he fucceeded Erafmus in the Greet:
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fold in Italy: and it was chiefly by means of this literary
t1affic, that Cofmo and Laurence of Medici, and their mu-
nificent fucceflors the dukes of Florence, compofed the fa-
mous Florentine library .

It is obvious to remark the popularity which muft have
accrued to thefe politer ftudies, while they thus paved the
way to the moft opulent and honourable promotions in the
church: and the authority and eftimation with which they
muft have been furrounded, in being thus cultivated by the
moft venerable ecclefiaftics. It is indeed true, that the dig-
nified clergy of the early and darker ages were learned be-
yond the level of the people®. Peter de Blois, fuccefively

profeflorfip at Cambridge. Croke dedi-
cated to archbilhop Wareham his InTro-
pucTrongs 18 Rupimesta GRECA,
printed in the thop of Eucharius Cervicor-
nius, at Cologne, 15z0. ]
With regard to what has been here faid
concerning the practice of educating boys
in the families of our bithops, it appears
that Grofthead, bifhop of Lincoln in the
thirteenth centary, educated in this manner
molt of the nobility in the kingdom, who
were placed there in the charafter of pages:
*¢ Filios Nobilium procerum regni, quos
¢ fecum habuit pomiceLyos.” Joh. de
Athona. in ConstTiT. OrToBon. Tit 23.
inVoc. Barongs, Cardinal Wolfey, arch-
bithop of York, educated in his houfe many
of the young nobility. Fiddes’s WorLser,
p. 100. See what is faid above of the qua-
lity of pope Leo’s CupicuLaris, p. 411.
Fiddes cites a record remaining in the fa-
mily of the earl of Arondel, written in
1620, which contains inftruftions how the
younger fon of the writer, the ear] of Arun-
del, ﬁlould behave himfelf in the family of
the bithop of Norwich, whither he is fent
for education as page: and in which his
lordihip obferves, that his grandfather the

doke of Norfolk, and his uncle the earl of

Northampton, were both bred as pager nuith
bifhopps. Fiddes, ibid, Recorps. No. 6.
€. 4. pag. 19. Sir Thomas More was edu-
cated as a page with cardinal Moreton,
archbifhop of Canterbury, abont 1490,

who was fo ftruck with his genius, that hs
would often fay at dinner, 7his cbilif bere
auaiting at table i fovery ingsnions, that be
auill ome day prove an extraerdivary mans
Mori Uror. cited by Stapleten, p. 157
138, And Roper's MorEg, p. 27. edit.
ut fupr.

¥ Many of them were fent into Ttily by
Laurence of Medicis, particularly Joha
Lafcaris. Varillas fays, thar Bajazet the
fecond underftood Averroes’s commentaries
on Arnftotle. Axecnor. de Florencs, p.
183. P, Jovii Evoe. c. axxi. p. 74, Laf
caris alfo made a voyage into Greece by
command of Leo the tenth; and bronght
with him fome Greek boys, who were to
be educated in the collepe which that pope
had founded on mount &irina!, and who
were intended to propagate the gennine
and mative pronunciation of the Greek
tongue. Jov. ut {upr. ¢, xxxi.

* The inferiour clergy were in the mean
time extremely ignorant. About the year
1300, pope Boniface the cighth publifhed
an edict, ordering the incumbents of eccle-
fiaftic benefices to quit their cures for a cer-
tain time, and to fudy at the oniverfities.

See his ten ConsTrTuTiones, in the
vrrantum macwusm of Laertivs Che-
rubinus, tom. i. p. 198. feq. Where are his
Ereflicwes fludiorum goveraliym in cwitate
Firmana, Roma, et Avernions, A.D. 1305-]
Accordingly our epifcopal regifters are full
of licences granted for this purpofe. The
reflor
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archdeacon of Bath and London,
quaints us, that the palace of Becket
bury, was perpetually filled with bifheps hi
in literature : who paffed their time ther
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about the year 1160, ac-
» archbifhop of Canter-
ghly accomplifhed
e, 1n reading, dif-

puting, and deciding important queltions of the frate. He
adds, that thefe prelates, although men of the world, were

rector of Bedhampton, Flants, being an ac-
colite, 13 P(‘r!ilittﬁd to JlLrli_',' for feven years
from the nime of his inflitution, ia frreraram
Jeientia, on condition thap within one year
he is made a fobdeacon, and after feven
years a deacon and prieft. Mar. 5. 1302.
Regiitr. PoxTissar. Winton, fol, 38.
Another re€tor is allowed to Budy for feven
years, in loce guem eligit o whi wiget fiu-
dium penerale, 16 kal. O8obr. 1303, ibid.
fol. 4o. Another receives the fame privi-
lege, to ftudy ar Oxford, Orleans, or Paris,
A. D, 1304. ibid. fol. 42. Another, be-
ing defirous of [tudy
preficiency, is lic ) :
Sludio tranfimarine, A. D, 1291, ibid. fol.
B4. This, bowever, was three years before
Baniface became pope.  Another is to flu-
dy per terminum conflitutionis wovelle, A, D,
1302, ibid, fol. 37. b. But thefe difpen-
fations; the nec v of which proves the
itliteracy of the prielts, were moft common.
Iy procured for precences of abfence or neg-
left. Or, if in confequence of fuch dif~
penfations, they went to any univerfity,
they feem to have mifpent their time there
in riot and idlenels, and to have retarned
more ignorant than before. A prievance
to-which Gower alludes in the Vox Cra-
MANTIS, a poem which prefents fome cu-
TiOwS piftures of the manners of the clergy,
bath fecolar and monaftic. cap. xvii lib. 3.
M8S. Coll, Omn. Anim. Oxon. xxix. Hic
logaitur de ReSeribus illis, gui fuh epifespa
lcentinti Simgunt f¢ ive feolas, ut fub noming
TErinlty witia corperalia Srequentzat.

Sy

Et fic Ars noftram Curatom reddit inertem,
De longo fudio fert nihil ind
Stultusibivenit, fod fultiorinde

By 4rr we are here to unde
{cholaftic 4

Iclences, and by Curaiss

beneficed prieft. But the moft extraordi-
nary anecdots of incompetency which 1
have feen, occurs fo late as the year 1448,
A rector is inflitoted by “'El.ynf!clc_lﬁﬂ:up
of Winchefler, on the prefentation of Mer-
ton priory in Surrey, to the parifh of Sher
field in Hampthire. But previoufly he takes
an oath before the bithop, that on account
of his infuffic in letters, and defaolt of
knowledge in wtendence of fouls,
he will learn Latin for the two following
years ; and at the end of the firft year he
will fubmit himfelf to be examined by the
bithop, concerning ]'Lis(pmgrvih in gram-
mar ; and that, if on a fecond examination
he: thould be found deficient, he will refign
the benefice. Regiftr. Wavnrrere. Win-
ton. fol. 7, In the Statates of New Col-
lege at Oxford, given in the year 1386,
ene of theten chaplains 15 ordered to Tearn
grammar, and to be able to aprite; in or-
der that he may be qualified for the ardu-
ous talk of aflilting the ereafurers of the fo-
ciety in tranfCribing their Latin evidences.
Srarvr. Coll. Nov, Ruserc, ¢8, In
the fatutes of Bradpare collepe in Kent,
given in 1398, it is required that the go-
vernor of the houfe, who is ro be a priett,
fhoold read well, contirue Latin well, and
fing well, ftiat bine legere, bene confiraere,
& bene cantare. Dupd, MoxasT. tom. iii.
Eeclef. Collepiat, p. 114, col. 2. Atan
epifcopal vifitation of fuint Swithin's priory
nchefter, an ample fociety of Bene-
ines, ‘bithop William of Wykeham or-
ders the monaifery to provide an Iwron-
MaTOR, or Latn preceptor, to teach the
priets, who performed the fervice in the
charch withoot knowing what they were
oftéringrand could not attend to the com-
mon fteps, to read grammatically, Feb. 8,
1386. MSS5. Harl. 128, 'I'h:fe,_inder:d,
were not fecular priefts: the infance,

however,
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a fociety of fcholars: yet very different from thofe who fre-
quented the univerfities, in which nothing was taught but
words and fyllables, unprofitable fubtleties, elementary fpe-
culations, and trifling diftinétions*. De Blois was hinff
eminently learned, and one of the moft diftinguithed orna-
ments of Becket’s attendants. He tells us, that in his youth,
when he learned the ARrs VERSIFICATORIA, that is, philo-
logical literature, he was habituated to an urbanity of ftyle
and expreflion : and that he was inftituted, not in idle fables
and legendary tales, but in Livy, Quintus Curtius, Suetonius,
Jofephus, Trogus Pompeius, Tacitus, and other claffical
hiftorians® At the fame time he cenfures with a juft in-
dignation, the abfurdity of training boys in the frivolous

“intricacies of logic and geometry, and other parts of the

{cholaftic philofophy; which, to ufe his own emphatical
words,  Nec domi, nec militie, nec in foro, nec in- elaufiro,
““ pnec in ecclefia, nec in curia, nec alicubi profunt alicui *.’ The.

however, illuftrates what is here thrown
together,

Wiccliffe fays, that the beneficed priefts
of his_age * kunnen [know] not the ten
« cogmmandments, ne read their fauter, ne
i underftand a verfe of it.”* Lire of Wic-
cliffe, p. 38. Nor were even the bithops
of the fourteenth century always very emi-
nently qualified.in literature of cither {ort.
In the year 1387, the bifhop of Worcelter
informed his clergy, that the Lolards, a
fett of reformers whole doftrines, a few
fanatical extravagancies excepted, coincid-
ed in many refpects with the prefent rati-
onal principles of proteftantifim, were fil-
lsawers of MaroMeT. Wilkins, Concir.
tom. iii. p. zoz. [See fupr. p.1go. in
the NoTes.]

But at this time the moft- (hameful
grofsnefs of manners, partly owing to their
celibacy, prevailed among the clergy. In
the ftarntes of the collepe of faint Mary
Ottery in Devonfhire, dated 1337, and
git-cn b!' the founder hfﬂ‘;{.‘p Grandifon, the
tollowing injunélion occurs. ‘¢ Item fta-
*¢ mimus, quod nullus Canenicus, Vicarius,
¢ vel Secundarius, pueros chorifias [col-
4 Jegil] fecum pernoltate, aut in ledtule cum

0 fofis dormive, faciat {eu permittat.” Caps
50. MS. apud Archiv. Walvef. Winton.

And what fhall we think of the religious-

manners and praétices of an age, when the
ﬁ:[lowing 1\:-<_-|:.':u['|.01,15 were Ethgh( necef-
fary, in a refpetable collegiate church;
confitling of a dean and fix fecular canons,
amply endowed? ** Statutum eff, quod
« fiquis conviftus fuerit de peccato Sodo-
* mitico, vel arte magica, &c.” From the
flatutes of Stoke-Clare college, in Suffolk,
given by the dean Thomas Barnefley, in
the year 1422, Dugd. MoxasT. ot fupr.
p 1bg. col. 1.

From thefe horrid pidtures let s tarn
our eyes, and learn to fet a jult value on
that pure religion, and thofe impraved
habits of life and manners, which we at
prefent enjoy.

* Eryst. Petr. Blefenf. vi. fol. 3. &
Orera. edit. Parif, 1519. fol.

b Eprst. ci. folvgg: be

< 1bid. That is, * ‘:zr'luiuh are of noreal
4 yfe or {ervice, at home, in the camp, at
4 the bar, in the cloyfter, in the court, m
¢ the church, or indeed in any place or
“ fitgation whatfoever.”

The
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Latin Epiftles of De Blois, from which thefe anecdotes
are taken, are full of goed fenfe, obfervations on life, ele-
gant turns, and ingenious allufions to the claflics. He tells
Jocelyne, bithop of Salifbury, that he had long wifhed to fee
the bithop’s two nephews, according to promife: but that he
feared he expected them as the Britons expeéted king Arthur,
or the Jews the Mefliah °.. He defcribes, with a liveline(s by
no means belonging to the archdeacons of the twelfth cen-
tury, the difficulties, difappointments, and inconveniencies,
of paying attendance at court®. In the courfe of his corre-
fpondence, he quotes Quintilian, Cicero, Livy, Salluft,
Seneca, Virgil, Quintus Curtius, Ovid, Statius, Suetonius,
Juvenal, and Horace, more frequently and famiharly than
the fathers’. Horace feems his favorite. In one of the
letters, he quotes a paflage concerning Pompey the Great,
from the Roman Hiftory of Salluft, in fix books, now loft,
and which appears at prefent only in part among the frag-
meats of that valuable hiftorian®. In the Nucaz Coria-
vium of Marss, or fome other manufeript Latin tract writ-
ten by one of the fcholars of the twelfth century, I remem-
ber to have feen a curious and ftriking anecdote, which in a

4 ErisT, Ii. fol. 24. 2. efteemed, both in fecolar and facred litera-

¢ & Ut ad minifteriales coriz redeam, ture, the moflt confummate prelate of his
* apud forinfecos janitores hiduanam forte time. Beclet, Ell'LSTCI:., lib. . ;.
“ gratiam aliquis multiplici obfequio me-  Walter Mapes, their cotemporary, giving
¢ rebitur.—Reégem dormire, aut mgrotare,  Foliot the fame charafler, fay 5 he wis
¢ aut effe in confiliis, mentientur—QOMia-  TRIUM peritiffimus linguaram Latinae, Gal-
“ rigs camere confundat altffimus!  Si  Jiew, Arglice, et lucidifime difertusin fins
“¢ wihil dederis oftiario actum eft, 8¢ /bl  pulis. - Apud. MS3S ].1.'\_|‘E$. xiv. p, 86.
S attnleris ibie, Homere, foras. Polt primurn Bibl. Bodl. {F..‘! Nugis Currar.]

 Cerberum, tibi fupereit alius horribilior £ < De magno _l"nmp::ich refert Sallufius,
* Cerbera, Briareo terribilior, nequior Pyg-~ ¢ quod cam alacribus falty, cum velocibus
“ malicne, crudelior Minotauro, Quanta-  ** curfu, cum r:aluhf vele: certabat, &c.
“ cunque tibi mortis neceflitas, aue diferi- .~'.'.-.::"' ErisT. xcv. fol. r.g.;‘ a. Palrt
“ men exhzredationis incubat, non intrabis  of this pallage is cited by Vegetios, a fa-
“ ad regem.” ErpisT. xiv. fol. 8. b. vorite anthor of the age of Peter de li]_u-._s.

f Latin and French, the vernacular ex-  Dre Rs Mizar. lib. 1. c. 1x, !t is_exhi-
cepted, were the only languages now  hited by rh_u tl-w_dfl‘ﬂ editars of Sallaft, as it
known. Foliot bithop of London, cotem-  ftands in ¥Vegetius, r

porary with De Blois and Becker, was

fhort
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fhort compafs fhews Becket's private ideas concerning the
bigottries and fuperftitious abfurdities of his religion. The
writer gives an account of a dinner in Becket’s palace; at
which was prefent, among many other prelates, a Ciftercian
abbot. This abbot engroffed almoft the whole converfation,
m relating the miracles performed by Robert, the founder of
his order. Becket heard him for fome time with a patient
contempt ; and at length could not help breaking out with
no fmall degree of indignation, Jud thefe are your miracles!

We muft however view the liberal ideas of thefe enligh-
tened dignitaries of the twelfth century under fome reftric-
tions. It muft be acknowledged, that their literature was
clogged with pedantry, and depreffed by the narrow notions
of the times. Their writings {hew, that they knew not how
to imitate the beauties of the antient claffics. Exulting in
an exclufive privilege, the certainly did not fee the folid and
popular ufe of thefe ftudies: at leaft they did not chufe, or
would not venture, to communicate them to the people,
who on the other hand were not prepared to receive them.
Any attempts of that kind, for want of afliftances which
did not then exift, muft have been premature; and thefe
lights were too feeble to diffipate the univerfal darknefs.
The writers who firft appeared after Rome was ravaged by
the Goths, fuch as Boethius, Prudentius, Orofius, Fortu-
natius, and Sedulius, and who naturally, from that circum-
ftance, and becaufe they were Chriftians, came into vogue
at that period, fill continued in the hands of common
readers, and fuperfeded the great originals. In the early ages
of Chriftianity a ftrange opinion prevailed, in conformity
to which Arnobius compofed his celebrated book againit the
gentile fuperftitions, that pagan authors were calculated to
corrupt the pure theology of the gofpel. The prejudice
however remained, when even the fufpicions of the danger
were removed. -But I return to the progrefs of modern
letters in the fifteenth century.

SECT.
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