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OF THE
StTupy of HisToR Y.

L E-IT T E K 21

1. That there is in hiftory fufficient authen-
ticity ta render it ufeful, notwithftanding
all objections to the contrary.

II. Of the method and due reftriCtions te
be obferved in the ftudy of it.

W HETHER the letter I now be-

gin to write will be long or {hort,
Iknow not: butI find my memory is re-
frefhed, my imagination warmed, and mat-
ter flows in fo faft upon me, that I have
not time to prefs it clofe. ~ Since therefore
you have provoked me to write, you muft
be content to take what follows.

I uavE obferved already that we are apt
naturally to apply to our felves what haj
Iy happened
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118 LETTER 1V

happened to other men, and that examples
take their force from hence; as well thofe
which hiftory, as thofe which eXperience,
offers to our reflexion. What we do not
believe to have happened therefore, we
{hall not thus apply: and for want of the
{fame application, fuch examples will not
have the fame effe@. Antient hiftory, fuch
antient hiftory as I have defcribed, is quite
unfit therefore in this refpet to anfwer the
ends that every reafonable man fhould pro-
pofe to himfelf in thig ftudy ; becaufe fuch
antient - hiftory will never gain_ {ufficient
credit with any reafonable man. A tale
well told, or a comedy or a tragedy well
wrought-up, may have 2 momen tary effe&;
uporn the mind, by heating the Imagina-
tion, {urprizing the judgment, and affe@-
ing ftrongly the paffions. . The. Atheni-
ans are faid to have been tran{ported into
a kind of martial phrenzy by the reprefen-
tation of a tragedy of Aescnyrus, and to
have marched under this influence from
the theatre to the plains of MARATHON,
Thefe momentary impreflions might be

el e |
managed
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Of the Stupy of HisTORY. T19

managed, for aught I know, in fuch man-
ner as to contribute a little, by frequent re-
petitions of them, towards maintaining 2
kind of habitual contempt of folly, detel-
tation of vice, and admiration of virtue in
well-policed common-wealths. Butthen
thefe impreflions cannot be made, nor this
little effect be wrought, unlefs the fables
bear an appearance of truth. When they
bear this - appearance, reafon connives . at
the innocent fraud .of imagination’; rea=
fon difpenfes, in favour of probability,
with thofe firi& rules of criticifm that fhe
has eftablifbed to try the truth of fact: but
after all, fhe receives thefe fablesas fables;
and as fuch only fhe permits imagination
to make the moit of them. If they pre-
tended to be hiftory, they would be foon
{fubjetted to another and more fevere ex-
amination. What may have happened,
is the matter of an ingenious fable: what
has happened, is that of an authentic hi-
ftory + the impreffions which oneor the
other makes are in proportion.  When
imagination grows lawlefs and wild, rams

1% bleg
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bles out of the precinéts of nature, and
tells of heroes and giants, fairies and en-
chanters, of events and of phaenomena re-
pugnant to univerfal experience, to our
cleareft and moft diftin& ideas, and to all
the known laws of nature, reafon does
not connive a2 moment; but far from re-
cewing fuch narrations as hiftorical, fhe
rejelts them as unworthy to be placed
even among the fabulous. Such narrati-
ons therefore cannot make the flighteft
momentary impreffions, on a2 mind ﬁ'aught
with I;nowlcdgc, and void of {uperftition.
Impofed by authority, and affifted by arti-
fice, the delufion hardly prevails over com-
mon fenfe ; blind ignorance almoft fees,
and rafh fuperftition hefitates : nothing
lefs than enthufiafm and phrenzy can give
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credit to fuch hiftories, or apply fuch ex-

amples. Don QuixoTk believed; buteven
SANcHOo doubted,

WraT I have faid will not be much con-
troverted by any man who has read AMa-
p1s of Gaul, or has examined our antient

tradi-
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traditions without prepofleffion. The truth
is, the principal difference between them
feems to be this. In AmADI1s of Gaul, we
have a thread of abfurdities that are in-
vented without any regard to probability,
and that lay no claim to belief: antient
traditions are an heap of fables, under
which fome particular truths, infcrutable,
and therefore ufelefs to mankind, may lie
concealed ; which have a juft pretence to
nothing more, and yet impofe themfelves
upon us, and become under the venerable
name of antient hiftory the foundations
of modern fables; the materials with

which fo many fyftems of fancy have been
erected.

BuT now, as men are apt to carry thelt
judgments into extremes, there are fome
that will be ready to infift that all hiftory
1s fabulous, and that the very beft is no-
thing better than a probable tale, artfully
contrived,” and plaufibly told, wherein
truth and falfhood are indiftinguifhably

Blended together, ~ All' the inftances, and
111
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all the -common-place arguments, - that
Bavwie and others have employed to eftab-
lifh this fort of Pyrrhonifm, will be quoted :
and from thence it will be concluded, that
if the pretended hiftories of the firft ages,
and of the originals of nations, be too im-
probable and too. ill vouched to procure
any degree of belief, thofe hiftories that
have been writ later, that carry a greater
air of probability and that boaft even co-
temporary authority, are at leaft infuffici-
ent to gain that degree of firm belief,
which is neceflary to render the ftudy of
them ufeful to mankind. But here that
happens which often happens: the premifes
are true, and the conclufion is falfe ; becaufe
a general axiom is eftablithed precarioufly
on a certain number of partial pbfervations.
This matter is of confequence; for it tends
to afcertain the degrees of affent that we
may give to hiftory.

I Acree then that hiftory has been
purpofely and fyftematically falfified in all
ages, and that partiality and prejudice have

occafioned
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pccafioned both voluntary and involuntary
grrors even in the beft. - Letme fay with-
out offence, my lord, fince I may fay it
with truth and am able to prove it, that
gecclefiaftical authority has ‘led the way
to this corruption in all ages, and all re=
ligions:. ,How monftrous were the abfurs
dities that the priefthood impofed on the
ignorance and f{uperftition of mankind in
the Pagan world, coneerning the originals
of religions and governments, their infti-
tutions and rites, their laws and cuftoms 2
W hat opportunities had they for fach im-
pofitions, whilft the keeping the records
and cohufhalg the traditions, was in fo ma-
ny nations the peculiar office of this order
of men? A cuftom highly -extolled. by
JosepHus, but plainly liable to-the grofl-
eft frauds, and even a temptation to- them,
If the foundations of ‘Judaifm and Chrifti-
anity have been laid in truth, yet what
numberlefs fables have been invented to
raife, “to embellith and to fupport thefe
ftrutures, according to the intereft and
tafte of the feveral archite@s? That the

Jews
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Jews have been guilty of this will be allow-
ed': ‘and to the thame of Chriftians, ifnot
of Chriftianity, the fathers of one church
have no right to throw the firft tone at the
fathers of the other.. Deliberate fyftemas
tical lying has been practifed and encou-
raged from age to 4ge; and among all
the pious frauds that have been employed
to maintain a reverence and zeal for their
Religion in the minds of men, this abufe
of hiftory has been one of the principal
and moft fuccefsful: an evident and ex-
perimental proof, by the way, of what 1
have infifted upon {o much, the aptitude
and natural tendency of hiftory to form
our opinions, and to fettle our habits. This
righteous expedient was in fo much ufe
and repute in the Greek church, that one
METAPHRASTUS wrote a treatife on the
art of compofing holy romances: the fact,
if T remember right, is cited by Bair-
reT in his book of the lives of the faints.
He, and other learned men of the Roman
Church, have thought it of fervice to their
caufe, fince the refurrection of letters, to

dete&t
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dete@® fome impoftures, and to depofe, or
to un-niche according to the French ex-
preflion, now and then a-reputed faint;
but they feem indoing this to mean no more
. than a fort of compofition: they : give up
fome fables that they may defend others
with greater advantage, and they make
truthferve as a ftalking-horfe to error. The
fame {pirit; - that prevailed in the Eaftern
church, prevailed in the Weftern, and pre-
vails ftill. . A ftrong proof of it appeared
lately in the country where I am. A {ud-
den fury of devotion feized the people of
Paris for a little prieft*, undiftinguithed
during his life, and dubbed a faint by the
Janfenifts after his death. Had the firft
Minifter been a Janfenift, the faint had
beena faint ftill.  All France had kept his
feftival: and, fince there are thoufands of
eye-witnefies ready to atteft the truth of all
themiracles{uppofed to have been wrought
at his tomb, notwithftanding the difcou-
ragementwhich thefe zealots have met with

* 'The abbé Pasis,

from
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from' the govérnment; we niay affure ouf
felves, that thefe filly impoftures would
have been tranfmitted in-all the folemn
pompof hiftory, from the knaves  of thié
age'to the fools'of the next.

Tais lying {pirit has gane forth from
ecclefiaftical to other - hiftorians: and I
might fill many pages with. inftances of
extravagant fables that have been invented
in fever &.l nations, to celebrate their anti=
quity, to ennoble their originals; and to
make them appear i lluﬁrmus in.the arts of
peace and- the triumphs of war. When
the brain-is well heated, and devetion of
vanity, the femblance of virtue or real vice;
and, aboveall, difputesand contefts; have
infpired that complication of paflfions we
term zeal, the effe@s are much the: {fame;
and hiftory becomes very often-a lying pa-

negyric or a lying fatire;. for different na=
tions, -or different parties in the fame nati-
on; belie one another’ without any refpeck
for truth, as they murder one another
without any regard to right or fenfe of

1 humanity,
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humanity. Religious zeal may boaft this
horrid advantage over civil zeal, that the
effets of it have been .more' fanguinary,
and' the malice ‘more unrelenting.  In
another refpect they are more alike, and
keep a nearer proportion : different religi-
ons have not been quite fo barbarous to
one another as fets of the fame religion ;
and in like manner nation has had better
quarter from nation, than party from party.
But, in all thefe controverfies, men have
pufhed their rage beyond their own and
their adverfaries lives: they have endea-
voured to intereft pofterity in their quar=
rels, and by rendering hiffory fubfervient
to: this wicked purpofe, they have done
theirutmoft to perpetuate fcandal, and to
unmortalize theit animofity. * The Hea-
then taxed the Jews even with idolatry; the
Jews joined with the Heathen to render
Chriftianity odious: but the church, who
beat them at- their own weapons® during
. thefe contefts, has had this further trig

mph
i 4
over them, as well'as over the fev

eral fects
that have arifen within her own pale;the

works
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works of thofe who have writ againft her
have been deftroyed; and whatever fhe
advanced, to juftify her felf and to defame
her adverfaries, is preferved in her annals,
and the writings of her docors.

THuE charge of corrupting hiftory, inthe
caufe of religion,” has been always com-
mitted to the moft famous champions, and
greateft faints of each church; and if 1
was not more afraid of tiring, than of {can-
dalizing your lordfhip, I could quote to
you examples of modern churchmen who
have endeavoured to juflify foul language
by the new . teftament, and cruelty by the
old : nay, what is execrable beyond ima-
gination, and what ftrikes horror into every
mind that entertains due {fentiments of the
Supreme Being, Gop himfelf has been
cited for rallying and infulting ApAm after
his fall. In other cafes, this charge be-
longs to the pedants of every nation, and
the tools of every party. What accufati-
ons of idolatry and fuperftition have not
been brought, and aggravated againft the

2 Mahometans?
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Mahometans? Thofe wretched Chriftians
who returned from thofe wars, fo impro-
perly called the holy wars, rumoured thefe
ftories about the weft: and you may find,
in fome of the old chroniclers and ro-
mance writers, as well as Poets, the Sara-
cens called Paynims; tho fure y they were
much furthet off from any fufpicion of
polytheifm, “than thofe. who called them
by that name:: When MaroMmeT the fe-
cond took Conftantinople in the fifteenth
century,- the Mahomefans began to be a
little better, . and but a little better known

than they had been before, to thefe parts
of the world. . But their religion, as well
as their cuftoms and manners, was

3

{trange-
ly mifreprefented, by the Greek refugees
thatfled from the Turks: and the terrorand
hatred which this people had infpired by
the rapidity of their conquefls
ferocity, made all “thefe mif;
univerfally pafs. for: truths,
inftances may be collected from ‘Mor ac-
Clo’s refutation of the koran, and Rg-

LANDUS has publifhed a very valuable trea-
Vor. L. K

» and by-their
eprefentations
P-.-]an}! {fuch
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tife on purpofe to refute thefe calumnies,
and to juftify the Mahometans. Does not
this example incline your lordthip to think,
that the Heathens, and the Ariansand other
heretics, would not appear quite fo abfurd
in their opinions, nor {fo abominable in their
practice, as the orthodox Chriftians have
reprefented: them; if fome REeranpus
could arife, with the materials, neceffary
to their juftification, in his hands? He who
reflets on the circumftances that attended
letters, from the time when CoNsTANTINE,
mftead of uniting the characters of emper-
or and fovereign pontiff in himfelf when he
became Chriftian, as they were united
in him and all the other emperors in the
Pagan fyflem of government, gave fo
much independent wealthand power to the
clergy, andthe means of acquiring fo much
more: he who carries thefe reflections on
through all the latter empire, and through
thofe ages of ignorance and fuperftition,
wherein it was hard to fay which was great-
eft, the tyranny of the clergy, or the fer-
vility of the laity : he who confiders the

extreme
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extreme feverity, for inftance, of the laws
made by TrEoDOs1Us In order to ftifle every
writing that the orthodox clergy, that is
the clergy then in fafhion, difliked; or the
character and inflaence of {uch a prieft as
GRrEGoRY called thegreat, who proclaimed
war to all heathen learning in order to pro-
mote Chriftian verity; and flattered BRUNE-
HAULT, and abetted Puocas: he who
confiders all thefe things, I fay, will not
be ata lofs to find the reafons, why hiftory,

both that which was writ before, and a

great part of that which has been writ fince
the Chriftian aera, is come to us {o imper-
fect and fo corrupt.

WHEN the imperfection is due to a’ total
want of memorials, either becaufe none
were originally written, or becaufe they
have been loft by devaftations of coun-
tries, extirpations of people,  and’ other
accidents in along courfe of time; or be-
caufe zeal, malice, and policy have join-
ed their er_ldeavours to deftroy them pur-
pofely; we muft be content to'remain in

K 2 Qus
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our ignorance, and there is no great harm
in that, Secure from being deceived, I can
fubmit to be uninformed. But when there
is not a total want of memorials, when
fome have been loft or deftroyed, and
others have been preferved and propagated,
then we are in danger of being deceived :
and therefore he muft be very implicit in-
deed who receives for true the hiftory of
any religion or nation, and much more that
of any fet or party, without having the
means of confronting it with fome other
hiftory. A reafonable man will not be
thus implicit. He will not eftablith the
truth of hiftory on fingle, but on concur-
rent teffimony. If there be none fuch, he
will doubt abfolutely: if there be a little
fuch, he will proportion his aflent or dif-
fent accordingly. A fmall gleam of light,
borrowed from foreign anecdotes, ferves
often to difcover a whole fyftem of falf-
hood: and even they, who corrupt hiftery,
frequently betray themfelves by their igno-
rance or inadvertency. ~ Examples where-
of T could eafily produce. Upon the

whole
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whole matter, in all thee cafes, we can-
not be deceived effentially, unlefs we pleafe:
and therefore there is no reafon to eftab-
lith Pyrrhonifm, that we may avoid the
ridicule of credulity.

In all other cafes, there is lefs reafon ftill
to do fo; for when hiftories and hiftorical
memorials abound, even thofe that are falfe
{erve to the difcovery of the truth. Infpired
by different paflions, and contrived for op-
pofite purpofes, they contradict; and, con-
tradi&ting, they convict one another. Cri-
ticifm feparates the ore from the drofs, and
extracts from variousauthors a feries of true
‘hiftory, which could not have been found
entire in any one of them, and will com-
mand our affent, when it 1s formed with
judgment,- and reprefented with candor.
If this may be done, as it has been done
fometimes, with the help of authors who
writ on purpofe to deceive; how much
more eafily, and more effeGtually, may it
be done with the help of thofe who paid a
greater regard to truth? Ina multitude of

K= writers
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writers there will be always fome, either
incapable of grofs prevarication from the
fear of being difcovered, and of acquiring
infamy whilft they feek for fame; or elfe
attached to truth upon a nobler and furer
principle. Itiscertain that thefe, even the
laft of them, are fallible. Bribed by fome
paftion or-other, the former may venture
now and then to propagate a falfhood, or
to difguife a truth; like the painter that
drew in profile, as Lucian fays, the pic-
ture of a prince that had but one eye.
MoNTAGNE objects to the memorials of
Du Berray, that tho the grofs of the
fas be truly related, yet thefe anthors
turned, every thing they mentioned to the
advantage of their mafter, and mentioned
nothing which could not be {g turned. The
old fell
¢ Decontournerlejugementdes evenemens
“ {ouvent contre raifon 3 notre avantage, &
¢ .d’ obmettre tout ce qu ‘il y a de chatou-
“ illeux en la vie de leur maitre, ils en
font meftier,” Thefe, and fuch as thefe,
deviate occafionally and voluntarily from
. truth ;

fellow’s words are worth QUOLING = wia e
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¢ruth; but even they, who are attached to
it the moft religioufly, may flide fometimes
into involuntary error. In matters of hi-
ftory we prefer very juftly cotemporary
authority; and yet cotemporary authors
are the moft liable to be warped from the
{trait rule of truth, in writing on fubjects
which have affeCted them ftrongly, ¢ &
¢ quorum pars magna fuerunt.” Iam fo
perfuaded of this, from what I have felt
in my felf, and obferved in others, that if
life and health enough fall to my fhare,
and I am able to finith what I meditate, 2
kind of hiftory, from the late queen’s ac-
cefliontothethrone, tothepeace of Utrechs,
there will be no materials that I thall ex-
amine more fcrupuloufly and feverely, than
thofe of the time when the events to be
{poken of were in tranfattion. But tho
the writers of thefe two forts, both of
whom pay as much regard to truth as the
various infirmities of our nature admit,
are fallible ; yet this fallibility will not be
fufficient to give color to Pyrrhonifm.
Where their fincerity as ta fact is doubtful,
we ftrike out truth by the confrontation

K 4 ol
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of different accounts: as we firike out {parks
of fire by the collifion of flints and ‘feel.
Where their judgments “are {fufpicious of
partiality, we may judge for our felves s or
adopt their judgments, after weighing them
with certain grains of allowance. - A little
naturalfagacity will proportion thefe grains,
according to the particular circumflances of
the authors, or their general chara&ers ;
for even thefe influence.. Thus Mon-
TAGNE  pretends, but he exaggerates a
little, that Guiccrarpinno where afcribes
any one action to a virtuous, but every one
to a vicious principle. Something like this
hasbeen reproached to Tacrtus: and not-
withftanding all the {prightly loofe obfer-
vations of MoNTAGNE in one of his effays
where he labours to prove the contrary,
read PLuTaRrcr’s comparifons in what lan-
guage you pieafe, ‘"I am of Bopin’s mind,
you will perceive that they were made by
a Greek. In fhort, my lord, the favour-
able “ opportunities of corrupting hiftory
have been often interrupted, and are now
over in {o many countries, that truth pe-

' netrates
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netrates even into thofe where lying con-
tinues ftill to be part of the policy ecclefi-
aftical and civil ; or where, tofay the beft
we can fay, trath is never {uffered to ap-
pear, till {he has pafied through hands, oat

of which the feldom returnsentire and un-
defiled.

Bur it is time I fhould conclude this
head, under which I have touched fome of
thofe reafons that thew the folly of endea-
vouring to eftablifh univerfal Pyrrhonifim
in matters of hiftory, becaufe there are few
hiftories without fome lies, and none with-
out fome miftakes; andthat prove the bo-
dy of hiftory which we pofiefs, fince an-
tient memorials have been fo critically ex-
amined, and modern memorials have been
{o multiplied, to containin it fuch a pro-
bable feries of events, eafily diftinguifh-
able from the improbable, as force the affent
of every man who 15 in his fenfes, and are
therefore fufficient to anfwer all the pur-
pofes of the ftudy of hiftory. I mighthave
appea.l,ed _pcrhaps, without entering into

the
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the argument at all, to-any man of candor,
whether his doubts concerning the truth
of hiftery have hindered him from apply~
ing the examples he has met with in it,
and from judging of the prefent, and fome-
times of the future by the paft? whether
he has not been touched with reverence and
admiration, at the virtue and wifdom of
{fome men, and of fome ages; and whether
he has not felt indignation and contempt
for others? whether EramiNoNDAs, or
Puocion, for inftance, the Decrr, or
the Scipios, have not raifed in his mind a
flame of public {pirit, and private virtue?
and whether he has not thuddered with
horror at the profcriptions of Marivs and
Svira, at the treachery of THEopOTUS
and AcuiLras, and at the confummate
crueltyof an infantking? * Quis non contra
“ MARI11arma, & contraSyLLAE profcrip-
“ tionem concitatur ! Quis non THEODO-
“ To, & AcHILLAE, & 1pfi puero, non
‘¢ puerile aufo facinus, infeftus eft ?” Ifall
this be a digreflion therefore, your lordfhip

will be fo good as to excufe it.
II. Waar
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- II. WaaT hasbeen faid concerning the
multiplicity of hiftories, and of hiftorical
memorials, wherewith our libraries abound
fince the refurreCtion of letters happened,
and the art of printing began, puts me n
mind of another general rule, that ought
to be obferved by every man who intends
to make a real improvement, and to be-
come wifer as well as better, by the ftudy
of hiftory. T hinted at this rule in a for-
mer letter, where I faid that we tfhould
neither grope in the dark nor wander in
the light. Hiftory muft have a certain de-
gree of probability and authenticity, or the
examples we find in it will not carry a force
fufficient to make due impreflions on our
minds, nor to illuftrate nor to f{trengthen
the precepts of philofophy and the rules of
good policy. But befides, when hiftories
have this neceflary authenticity and proba-
bility, there is much difcernment to be
employed in the choice and the ufe we
make of them., Some are to be red, fome
are to be ftudied; and fome may be neg-
lected entirely, not only without detriment,

but
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but with advantage. Some are the proper
objects of one man’s curiofity, fome of
others, and {ome of all men'’s; but all hi-
ftory is not an object of curiofity for any
man. He who improperly, wantonly, and
abfurdly makes it fo, indulges a fort of ca-
nine appetite: the curiofity of one, like the
hunger of the other, devours ravenoufly and
without diftinGion whatever falls in it’s
way: but neither of them digefts. They
heap cradity upon crudity, and nourith and
improve nothing but their diftemper. Some
fuch characters I have known, tho it is not
the moft common extreme into which
men are apt to fall.  One of them I knew
in this country. He joined. to a more than
athletic ftrength of body, a prodigious
memory; and to both a prodigious induftry,
He had red almoft conftantly twelve or
fourteen hours a day, for five and twenty
or thirty years; and had heaped together
as much learning as could be ‘crouded into
an head. In the courfe of my acquaing-
ance with him, I confulted him: once or
twice, not oftener; for I found this mafs

of
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of learning of as little ufe to me as to the
owner. The man was communicative
enough, but nothing was diftin& in his
mind. How could it be otherwife? he
had never {pared time to think, all was em-
ployed in reading. His reafon had not the
merit of common mechanifm: When you
prefs a watch or pell a clock, they anfwer
your queftion with precifion; for they re-
peat exa@ly the hour of the day, and tell
you neither more nor lefs than you defire
to know. - But when you afked this man
a queftion; he overwhelmed you by pour-
ing forth all that the feveral terms or words
of your queftion recalled to his memory:
and if he omitted any thing, it was that
very thing to which the fenfe of the whole
queftion fhould have led him and confined
him. To afk him a queftion, was to
wind upa {pring in hismemory, that rattled
on with vaft rapidity, and confufed noife,
till the force of it was {pent: and you went
away with all the noife 1n your ears,

{tunned and un-infoerm’d. I never  left

him that I was not ready to fay to him,

* <« Dieu
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¢¢ Dieu vous faffe 1a gtace de devenir moins
“ fcavant!” a with that La Morag LE
VAYER mentions upon fome’ occafion of
other, and that he would have done well
to have applyed to himfelf upon many.

He who reads with difcernment and
choice, will acquire lefs learning, but more
knowledge: and as this knowledge is col=
feGted with defign, and cultivated with art
and methed, it will be at all times of jm-
mediate and ready ufe to himfelf and others;

Thus ufeful arms in magazines we place,

All rang’d in order; and difpos’d with grace:
Nor thus alone the curious eye to pleafe;

But to be found, when need requires, with eafe.

You remember the verfes, my lord, in
our friend’s effay on critici{m, which was
the work of his childhood almoft; but
1s fuch a monument of good fenfe and po-
etry as no-other that T know has raifed in
his riper years.

He who reads without this difcernment
and choice, and, like Bon1y’s pupil, refolves

4. to
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to read all, will nothave time, 16 nor ca-
pacity neither, to do any thing eife. He
will not be able to think, without which it
is impertinent to read; nor to act, without
which it is impertinent to think. He will
affemble materials with much pains, and
purchafe them at much expence, and have
neither leifure nor {kill to frame them inte
proper fcantlings, or to prepare them for
ufe.  To what purpofe fhould he hufband
his time, or learn architecture? he hasno
defign to build. Butthen to what purpofe
all thefe quarries of ftone, all thefe moun-
tains of fand and lime, all thefe forefts of
oak and deal? ¢ Magto impendio tem-
¢ porum, magna alienarum aurium molef-
¢ ti4, laudatio haec conftat, O hominem
« litteratum! Simus hoc titulo rufticiore
« contenti, O virum bonum !” We may
add, and SenEca might have added in his
own flile, and according to the manners
and charaers of his own age, another
title as ruftic, and as little in fafhion, O
¢ virum {apientid fua fimplicem, & fim-
«« plicitate fua fapientem! O virum utilem

fibi,
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< fibi, fuis, reipublicae, & humano ge-
< peri!” T have faid perhaps already, but
no matter, it cannot be repeated too often,
that the drift of all philofophy, and of all
political  {peculations, ought to be the
making us better men, and better citizens.
Thofe ftudies, which have no intention
towards improving our moral characters,
have no pretence to be ftiled philofophi-
cal. « Quis eft enim,” fays TuLLyY in
his offices, “ qui nullis officii praeceptis
«¢ tradendis, philofophum fe audeatdicere?”
Whatever political {peculation, inftead of
preparing us to be ufeful to fociety and to
promote the happinefs of mankind, are
only fyftems for gratifying private ambiti-
on, and promoting private interefts at the
public expence; allfuch, I fay, deferveto
be burnt, and the authors of them to
ftarve, like MacHIAVEL, in a jail,

LETTER
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