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1. The great ufe of hiftory, properly fo
called, as diffinguifbed from the writings
of mere annalifts and antiquaries.

1I. Greek and Roman biflorzans.

111. Some idea of @ complete biffory.

IV. Further cautions to be obferved 1n this

udy, and the regulation of it according
budy, and the regulat t ling
fo the different profeflions, and fitua-
tions of men: above all, the ufe fo be
made of 1t (1) by divines, and (2) by
thofe who are called to the {ervice of their
country.

REMEMBER my laft letter ended ab-
ruptly, and a long interval has fince
paffed : {o that the thread I had then {pun
has flipt from me. I will try to recover
it, and to purfue the tafk your lordfhip
has obliged me to continue. Befides the
pleafure of obeying your orders, it is like-
5 wile
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¢ of fome advantage to myfelf, to re-

~7 thoughts, and refume a ftudy

was converfant formerly. For
be more true than that fay-

-~

f Soron reported by Praro, tho

enfured by him impertinently enough
in one of his wild books of laws—./fidue
addifcenss- ad_fenium venio. . The truth
is, the moft knowing man in the courfe

of the longeft life, will have always much

to learn, and the wifeft and beft much to
improve. This rule will hold in the
knowledge and improvement to be. ac-

e e L e

quired by the ftudy of hiftory : and there-

fore even he who has gone to this {chool
in his youth," thould not neglect it in_his
age. “Iread in Livy, {ays MONTAIGNE,
¢« what another man does not : and Pru-
<« = arcH red there what I do not.”  Juit

at

{fo the fame man may read at fifty what
he did not read in the fame book at five
and. twenty : at leaft I have found it {o,

e
et -2

Sy e

by my own experience on. many :occas
fions.

By
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By comparing, in this ftudy, the ex-
perience of other men and other ages
with our own, we improve both: we
analyfe, as it were, philofophy. We re-
duce all the abftra& {peculations of ethics,
and all the general rules of human po-
licy, to their firft principles. With thefe
advantages every man may, tho few men.
do, advance daily towards thofe ideas,
thofe increated effences a Platonift would
fay, ‘which no human creature can reach
in practice, but in the neareft approaches
to which the perfeQion of our nature
confifts : becaufe every approach of this
kind renders a man better, and wifer, for
himfelf, for his family, for the little com-
munity of his own country, and for the
great community of the world. Be not
furprized, my Lord, at the order in which
I place thefe obje@ts. Whatever order
divines and moralifts, who contemplate
the duties belonging to thefe objeéts, may
place them in, this is the order they hold

;- n
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in nature: and I have always thougnt
|
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that we might lead 1 ourfelves and others
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to pri ate virtue, more ciectually 1.!3-’ a
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any of thofe fublime ~refinements that
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riend; parent, neighbour, firft it will embrace;

fis country next, and next all numan Iacc,

-~

So fings our Ir iend PorE, my lord, and

LA

fo I believe.  So I fhall prove too, if 1
miftake not, in an epiftle I am about to
write to him, in order to complete a fet

that were Wit AIme Ve ¢
Liilci L YV el e y 11 AW/dlddlw Vel o L S -

: R e
A maN of my age, who returns fo the

. g = = - - o ‘
ftudy of hiftory, has no time to loiee, be-

.;diu he has little to live : a man of [ your

‘Lm&, age hzls no time to lofe, be-
caufe he has much to do. For different
rcnj?..n;e therefore th fame rules will {fuit
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dark, neither of us muit wander in the
.I 2 1

light.: -1 have done. the firft formerly 2

good deal ;e werba mibi darentur ;5 ne
aliquid effe in bac ;';‘c:c»;:;‘(;-"ff{? antiquitatis
[eientia magni ac fecreti boni judicaremius.
If you take my word, }“--(J'-J. \'-.";H throw
none of your time away in the fame
manner : -and I fhall have the lefs regret
for that which I have mifpent, if 1 per-
fuade you to haften down from the broken
traditions of antiquity, to the more entire
as well as more authentic hiftories of ages
more modern. In the ftudy of thefe
we fhall find many a complete feries of
events, preceded by a deduction of their
immediate and remote caufes, related in
their full extent, and accompanied with
{fuch a detail of Cil(.,..hﬂn&lﬁ;::;', and cha-
racters, as may tranfport the attentive
reader back to the very time, make him
a party to the councils, and an ator in
the whole fcene of affairs. Such drau ghts
as thefe, either found in hiftory or ex-
] tracted
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trated by our own application from it,
and fuch alone, are truly ufeful. Thus
hiftory becomes ‘what fhe ought to be,
and what fhe has been {fometimes called,
magifira vitae, the miftrefs, like philofo-
phy, of human life. If fhe is not this,
the is at beft nuntia vetuflatis, the ga-
zette of antiquity, or a dry regifter of
ufelefs anecdotes. SurTontus fays that
Tieertus ufed to enquire of the gram-
marians, guae mater Hecubae, quod Achils
l1s nomen. inter virgines fuiffet, quid fire
nes. cantare fint [olitae?. SENECA men=
tions certain Greek authors, who exa<
mined very accurately, whether Ana-
creoN loved wine or women beft, 'whe=
ther Sapemo was a common whore,
with other points of equal importance :
and I make no.doubt but that a man, bet-
ter acquainted than I have the honor to
be with the learned perfons of our own
country, might find fome who have dif~
covered feveral anecdotes concerning the
glant ALBION, concerning SAMOTHES

the
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the fon or Brito the grandfon of Ja-
PHET, and concerning BruTus who led
a colony into our ifland after the fiege of
Troy, as the others re-peopled it after
the deluge. But ten millions of fuch
anecdotes as thefe, tho they were trues
and complete authentic volumes of Lgyp-
tian or Chaldean, of Greek or Latin, of
Gallic or Britith, of French or Saxon re-
cords; would be of no value in my fenfe,
becaufe of no ufe towards our improve-=
ment in wifdom and virtue ; if they con-
tained nothing more than dynafties and
gencalogies, and a bare mention of re-
mmarkable events im the order of time
like journals, chronological tables, or dry
and meagre annals,

I say the fame of all thofe modern
compofitions in which we find rather the
heads of hiftory, than any thing that de~-
ferves to be called hiftory. - Their au-
thors are either abridgers or compilers.
‘The firft do neither honor to themielves

L 4 nor
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nor good to mankind; for {urely the

abridger Is in a form below the tranfla-
tor: and the book, at leaft the hiftory,
that wants to be abridged, does not de-
ferve to be red. 'They have done anci-
ently a great deal of hurt by fubftituting
many 2 bad book in the place of a good

one; and by giving occafion fo men,

who contented themfelves with extracts
and abridgments, to neglec, and through
their neglet to lofe the invaluable origi-
nals: for which reafon I curfe CoN=-

STANTINE PORPHYROGENETES as hear-

tily as: I do GREGORY; The fecond are
of fome ufe, as far as they contribute to
preferve public adts, and dates, and the

memory of great events. But they who
are thus employed have feldom the means
of knowing thofe private paflagesion
which all public tranfactions depend,
and as feldom the fkill and,the talents
neceflary to put what they er know well
together: they cannot fee the working of

1

'in mine, but their induftry collects the

mattet
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mattet that is thrown out. . It is the bu=
{inefs, or it thould be fo, of others to {e-
parate the pure ore from the drofs, to
ftamp- it into coin, and to enrich not en-
cumber mankind.  When there are none
{fufficient to this talk, there may be anti-
quaries, and there may be journalifts or

annalifts, but there are no hiftorians.

It is worth while to obferve the pro-
grefs that the Romans and the Greeks
made towards hiftery.  The Romans had
journalifts or annalifts from the very be-
ginning of their ftate. In the fixth cen-
tury, or very near it at {fooneft, they be-
gan to have :‘1:1tiquﬂi'ics, and {fome at-
tempts were made towards writing of
hiftory.- I call thefe firft hiftorical pro-
ductions attempts only er eflays: and they
were no more, neither among the Ro-
mans nor-among the Greeks. Graecs 1pfs
Sieinitio feriptitarunt, ut nofter Cato, ut
Piétor, ur Pifo. Itis ANTHONY,, notithe
triumviry ‘my lord, but his grandfather

the
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the famous orator, who fays this in the fe-
cond book of Tully de oratore : he adds
afterwards, Itaque qualis apud Graecos
Pherecydes, Hellanicus, Acufilaus, aliique
permultiy talis noffer Cato, & Piétor, &
Pifo. 1 know that AnTHONY {peaks
here ftrictly of defect of ftile and want of
oratory.  They were tantummodo narra-
fores, non exornatores, as he exprefles
himfelf: but as they wanted {tile and 1kill
to write in fuch a manner as might an=
{wer all the ends of hiftory, fo they
wanted materials. PHERECYDEs writ
fomething about IpmicENIA, and the
feftivals of Baccuus. HEerLrLanicus was
a poetical hiftorian, and AcusiL Aus grav-
ed genealogies on plates of brafs. Pic-
ToR, who is called by Lavy fereprorum
antiquiffimus, publifhed I think fome {hort
annals of his own time. Neither he nor
Piso could. have fufficient materials for
the hiftory of Rome; nor CaTo, Ipre-
fume, even for the antiquities of Italy:
he Romans, with the other people of
that
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that country, were then juft rifing out of
barbarity, and growing acquainted with
letters 3 for thofe that the Grecian colo-
nies might bring into Sicily, and the
{fouthern parts of Italy, fpread little; or
lafted little, and made in the whole no
figure. . And whatever learning might
have flourifhed among the ancient Etru-
vians, which was perhaps at moft nothing
better than augury and divination and fu-
perftitious rites, which were admired and
cultivated in ignorant ages, even that was
almoft entirely worn out of memory. Pe=
dants who would impofe all the traditions
of the four firft ages of Rome, for au-
thentic hiftory, have infifted much on
certain annals, of which mention is made
in the very place I have juft now quoted.
Ab initio rerum Romanarum, fays the
fame interlocutor, zfgue ad P. Mucium
pontificem maximum, res omnes fingulorsim
annorum mandabat literis pontifex maxi-
s, efferebatgue in album, & proponchat
‘abulam domii, potefias yt effet populo cog-

nofcends,
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nofcends, jidemque. etiam - nune- -annales
maximi nominantur. - But, my lord, be

pleafed to take ‘notice, that the very di-

uuuuu

1-.m“m n I.make 1s made here between a’

bare. annalift and an hiftorian 3 Erar -
floria nibil aliud; in thele early days; u/i
annalium confectio.. Take notice likewiie,
by the way, that Livy, whofe p'lrticular

pmlwmu it had been to fearch into this
matter, aflirms pofitively that the greateft
part of all public-and primtc monuments,
among which he {pecifies thefe very an-
nals, had been u«,ﬂm}rcd in the fdck of
Rome by the Gauls® and ProTARrcH
cites Cropius for the fame aflertion, In
the life of Numa Pompirivs. Take no-
tice in the laft- place of that which is
more immediately to our prefent pur-
pofe. Thefe annals could contain nothing
more than fhort minutes or memoran-
dums hung up in a table at the pontiff’s
houfe, like the rules of the game In a

billiard-room, and much fuch hiftory as
we have in the epitomies prsﬁ,\cd to. the

"
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books of Livy or of -any other hiftorian,
in lapidary-infcriptions, ot in {fome mo-
df:.m almanacs. Materials for hiftory they
were no doubt; “but feanty and infuflici-
ént’; fuch as thofe agés could produce
when writing and reading were accom-
plithments {o uncommon, that the pi'ae—
tor was dire¢ted by law, clavum pangere,
to drive a nail into the door of a tcmplc,
that the number of  years might be rec-
koned by the numberof nails. -Such in
{hort as we have in monkith annalifts,
and other ancient chroniclers of nations

fiow in beine: but not fuch as can entitle

U’f

1

the authors of them to6 be called hiifto-
rians, nor can enable others to write hif-
tory “in that fulnefs in which. it muft be
written to become a leflon of ethics “and
politics. ~ The truth is; mations like men
have their Infancy: ‘and the few paflages
of that time, which they retain, are not
fuch as deferved moft to be:remembered;
but fuch as, being moft proportioned to
that age, made the ftrongeft impreflions
on
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on their minds. In thofe nations that
preferve their dominion long, and grow
up to manhood, the elegant as well as the
neceflary arts and {ciences are improved to
fome degree of perfe@ion : and hiftory,
that was at firft intended only te record
the names or perhaps the general charac-
ters of fome famous men, and to tran{mit
in grofs the remarkable events of every
age to pofterity, is raifed to anfwer an-
other, and a nobler end.

II. Thus it happened among the
Greeks, but much more among the Ro-
mans, notwithftanding the prejudices in
favour of the former, even among the
latter. I have fometimes thought that
Vircir might have juftly afcribed to his
country-men the praife of writing hiftory
better, as well as that of affording the
nobleft fubjects for it, in thofe famous
verfes, * where the different excellencies

of

# Excudent alii fpirantia mollius aera,
Credo equidem; vivos ducent de marmore voltus ;
Orabunt

2
vd
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of the two nations are fo finely touched =
but he would have weakened perhaps
by Iengthening, and have flattened the
climax. .~ Open HzroboTus, you are
entertained by an agreeable ftory-teller,
who meant to entertain, and . nothing
more. . Read THucypipes or XENO-
PHON, you are taught indeed as well as
entertained : and the flatefman or the
general, the philofopher or the .orator,
{peaks to you in every page. They wrote
on fubjeéts on which they were well in-
formed, and they treated them fully:
they maintained the dignity of hiftory,
and thought it beneath them to vamp
up old traditions, like the writers of their
age and country, and to be the trumpe-
ters of a lying antiquity. The Cyro-
PAEDIA of XENoPHON may be objected
perhaps ; but if he gave it for a romance
not
Orabunt caufas melius, caelique meatus
Deferibent radio, et furgentia fidera dicent :
“T'u regere imperio populos, Romane, mementos
Hae tibi erunt artes, pacique imponere morem
Parcere {ubjectis, et debellare fuperbos.
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not an hiftory, as he might for aught we
can tell, it is out of the cafe: and if he
gave it for an hiftory not a romance, 1
fhould prefer his authority to that of
HERODOTUS Of any other of his country-
nen. But hoewever this might be, and
whatever merit we may juftly afcribe to
thele two writers, who were almoft fin=
cle in their kind, and who' treated but
{mall portions of hiftory; certain it is in
general, that ‘the levity as well as loqua-
city of the Greeks made them incapable
of keeping up to the true ftandard of
hiftory : and even Porvysius and Dro-
nysius of Halicarnaflus muft bow to the
oreat Roman authors. "~ Many principal

1
I

ITICN (Jf ﬂli‘;t commonwealtn wrote me-

morials of their own a&ions and their
own times: SyLLA, CAESAR, LABIE-
NUS, PorLrio, AvucGustus, and others.
What writers of memorials, what com-
pilers of the materia hiflorica were thefe ?
What genius was neceflary to finith
up the pitures that fuch mafters had

2 fketched ?

e
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{ketched ? Rome afforded men that were
equal to the tafk. Let the remains, the
precious remains, of SarLust, of Livy,
and of TaAciTus, witnefs this truth,
When TaciTus wrote, even the ap-
pearances of virtue had been long pro-
fcribed, and tafte was grown corrupt as
well as manners.  Yet hiftory preferved
her integrity and her luftre, She pre-
ferved them in the writings of fome
whom TAciTus mentions, in none per-
haps more than his own; every line of
which out-weighs whole pages of fuch a
rhetor as FaAMianus Strapa. I fingle
him out among the moderns, becaufe he
had the foolifh prefumption to cenfure
TaciTus, and to write hiftory himfelf:
and your lordfhip will forgive this fhort
excurfion in honor of a favourite au-
thor.

WHAT a {choo! of private and public
virtue had been opened to' us at the re-
i‘qrre&ion of letters, if the latter hifto-

: M - rians
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riams of the Roman commonwealth, and
the firft of the fucceeding monarchy,
had come down to us entire? The few
that are come down, tho broken and
imperfet, compofe the beft body of hi-
ftory that we have, nay the only body
of ancient hiftory that deferves to be an
obje&t of ftudy. It fails us indeed moft at
that remarkable and fatal period, where
our reafonable curiofity is: raifed the
higheft. - Livy employed five and forty
books to bring his hiftory down to the
end of the fixth century, and the break-
ing out of the third Punic war : but he
employed ninety-five to bring it down
from thence to the death of Drusus;
that is, through the courfe of one hun-
dred and twenty or thirty years. Ap-
p1aN, Dron Cassius, and others, nay
even PruTAarcH included, make us but
poor amends for what 1s loft of Livy,
Among all the adventitions helps by
which we endeavour to fupply this lofs
in fome degree, the beft are thofe that

I WG
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we find {cattered up and down in the
works of Turry. His orations parti-
cularly and his letters contain many cu-
rious anecdotesand inftru&ive refle@ions,
concerning the intrigues and machina-
tions that were carried on againft liberty,
from CATILINE’s confpiracy to Cak-
sar’s. The ftate of the government,
the conftitution and temper of the fe-
veral parties, and the chara@ers of the
principal perfons who figured at that
time on the public ftage, are to be feen
there in a ftronger and truer light than
they would have appeared perhaps if he
had writ purpofely on this fubje&, and
even in thofe memorials which he fome-
where promifes ArTicus to write, Ex-
cudam aliquod Heraclidium opus, quod lo-
teat in thefauris tuis. - He would hardly
have unmafked in fuch a work; as freely
as in familiar occafional letters, Pom-
rEY, CATo, BrUTUS, nay himfelf; the
four men of Rome, on whofe praifes he
dwelt with the greatet complacency.

M 2 The
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The age in which Livy flourifhed
abounded with {fuch materials as thefe :
they were frefh, they were authentic ; it
was eafy to procure them, it was fafe to;
employ them. How he did employ
them: in: executing the fecond part of his
defign, we may judge by his execution
of the firfk : and I own to your lordfhip
I fhould be glad to exchange, if it were
poffible, what we have of this hiftory
for what we have not. Would you not
be glad, my lord, to fee in one {tupen-
dous draught the whole progrefs of that
government. from Hhberty to fervitude ?
the whole feries of caufes and effets,
apparent and real, public and private ?
thofe which all’ men faw, and all good
men lamented and oppofed at the time;
and thofe which were fo difguifed to the
prejudices, to the partialities of a divi-
ded people, and even to: the corruption
of mankind, that many did not, and that
many could pretend they did not, difcern:

them, till it was too late to refift them
I
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1 am forry to fay it, this part of the Ro-
man ftory would be not only more cu-~
rious and more authentic than the for-
imer, but of more immediate and mote
amportant application to the prefent ftate
of Britain. But it.is loft: the lofs is ir-
reparable, and your lordfhip will not
blame me for deploring it.

III. Tuey who fet up for fcepticiim
aay not regret the lofs of fuch an hi-
ftory : but this I will be bold to aflert to
them, that an hiftery mult be writ on
this plan, and muft aim at leaft at thefe
perfections, or it will anfwer {ufficiently
none of the intentiens of hiftory. That
it will not anfwer fufficiently the inten-
t¢ion I have infifted upon in thefe letters,
that of inftructing pofterity by the exam-
ples of former ages, is manifeft: and I
think it is as manifeft that an hiftory can-
not be faid even to relate faithfully, and
inform us truly, that does not relate fully,
and inform us of all that is neceflary to

Mz make
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make a true judgment concerning the
matters contained in it. Naked faéts,
without the caufes that produced them
and the circumftances that accompanied
them, are not {uflicient to chara&erize
aétions or counfels. The nice degrees
of wifdom and of folly, of virtue and of
vice, will not only be undifcoverable in
them ; but we muft be very often unable
to determine under which of thefe cha-
racters they fall in general. The fceptics
T am fpeaking of are therefore guilty of
this abfurdity : the nearer an hiftory
comes to the true idea of hiftory, the
better it informs and the more it in-
ftru&ts us, the more worthy to be re-
jected it appears to them. I have faid
and allowed enough to content any rea-
fonable man about the uncertainty of
hiftory. I have owned that the beft are
defeltive, and I will add in this place an
obfervation which did not, I think, oc-
cur to me before. ConjeCture is not al-
ways diftinguifhed perhaps as it ought to
\ be ;

i d
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be ; {o thatan ingenious writer may fome-
times do very innocently, what a malicious
writer does very criminally as often as
he dares, and as his malice requires it:
he may account for events after they have
happened, by a {yftem of caufes and con-
du& that did not really produce them,
the it might poflibly or even probably
have produced them. But this obferva-
tion, like feveral others, becomes a rea-
fon for examining and comparing autho-
rities, and for preferring fome, not for
reje@ing all. Dawira, a noble hiftorian
furely, and one whom I {hould not {cruple
to confefs equal in many refpects to L1vy,
as I thould not {cruple to prefer his coun-
tryman GUicCIARDIN to THUCYDIDES
in every refpect; Davica; my lord,
was accufed from the firft publication of
his hiftory, or at leaft was fufpected, of
too much refinement and fubtilty ; in de=
veloping the fecret motives of attions, in
laying the caufes of events too deep, and
deducing them often through a feries of

M 4 pro-
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) :;’. progreffion too complicated, and too ar-

i tiftly wrought. But yet the fufpicious
L perfon who fhould reje@ this hiftorian
upon {uch general inducements as thefe,
would have no grace to oppofe his fufpi-
cions to the authority of the firft duke of
Epernon, who had been an a&or, and a
principal actor too, in many of the feenes
that DAviLA recites. GIrRARD, fecre-
tary to this duke and no contemptible
piographer, relates, that this hif tory came
down to the place where the old tan
refided in Galcony, a little before his
death ; that he red it to him, that the
duke confirmed the truth of the narra-
tions in it, ‘md fecmed only furprized by

e
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what means the author could ke fo well
informed of the moft fecret councils.and
meafures of thofe times?

IV. I wave faid engugh on this head,
and your lordfhip-may be induced per=
haps, by what I have f2id, to think with
me, that fuch hiftories as thefe, whether

E.T.Llfflig
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ancient or modern, deferve alone to be
ftudied. Let us leave the credulous
learned to write hiftory without mate-
tials, or to ftudy thofe who do fo; to
wrangle about ancient traditions, and to
ring different changes on the fame fett
of bells. Let us leave the {ceptics, in mo-
dern as well as ancient hiftory, to tri-
umph in the notable difcovery of the ides
of one month miftaken for the calends
of another, or in the various dates and
contradiCtory circumftances which they
find in weekly gazettes and monthly
mercuries, Whilft they are thus em-
ployed, your lordfhip and I will pro-
ceed, if you pleafe, to confider more
clofely than we have yet done, the rule
mentioned above ; that I mean of ufing
difcernment and choice in the ftudy of
the moft authentic hiftory, that of not
wandering in the light, which is as ne-
ceflary as that of not groping in the
dark.

Man
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Max is the fubje& of every hiftory;
and to know him well, we muft {ee him
and confider him, as hiftory alone can
prefent him to us, in every age, in every
country, in every ftate, in life 'and in
death. Hiftory therefore of all- kinds,
of civilized and uncivilized, of ancient
and modern nations, in fhort all hiftory,
that defcends to a fufficient detail of hu-
man actions and chara&ers, is ufeful to
bring us acquainted with our {pecies, nay
with ourfelves. = To teach and to incul=
eate the general principles of virtue, and
the general rules of wifdom and good
policy, which refult from fuch details of
actions and charaéters, comes for the
moft part, and always thould come, ex-
prefsly and diretly into the defign of
thefe who are capable of giving {uch
details: and therefore whilit they nar-
rate as hiftorians, they hint often as phi-
lofophers ; they put into our hands, as
it were, on every proper occafion, the

end
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end of a clue, that ferves to remind us
of fearching, and to guide us in the
fearch of that truth which the example
hefore us either eftablifhes or illuftrates.
If a writer neglets this part, we are able
however to fupply his neglet by our
own attention and induftry: and when
he gives us a good hiftory of Peruvians
or Mexicans; of Chinefe or Tartars, of
Mufcovites or Negroes, we may blame
him, but we muilt blame ourfelves much
more, if we do not make it a good lefion
of philofophy. = This being the general
ufe of hiftory, it is not to be neglected.
Every one may make it, who is able to
read and to refle& on what he reads:
and every one who makes it will find,
in his degree, the benefit that arifes from
an early acquaintance contracted in this
manner with mankind. We are not
only paflengers or {ojourners in this
world, but we are abfolute ftrangers at
the firft fteps we make in it. Our guides

are often ignorant, often unfaithful. By
this
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this map of the country which hiftory
fpreads before us, we may learn, if we
pleafe, to guide ourfelves. In our jour-
ney through it, we are befet on every
fide. We are befieged fometimes even
in our {trongeft holds. Terrors and temp-
tations, conduted by the paffions of
other men, affault us: and our own
paffions, that correfpond with thefe, be-
tray us. Hiftory is a colle@ion of the
journals of thofe who have travelled
through the famé country, and been
expofed to the fame accidents : and their
good and their ill fuccefs are equally
inftru&ive. In this purfuit of know-
ledge an immenfe field is {pread to us;
general hiftories, facred and prophane ;
the hiftories of particular countries, par-
ticular events, particular orders, parti-
cular men; memorials, anecdotes, tra-
vels. But we muft not ramble in this
field without difcernment or choice, nor
even with thefe muft we ramble tog
long,

&

g
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As to the choice of authors, who have
writ on all thefe various fubjetts, fo
much has been faid by learned men con-
eerning all thofe that deferve attention,
and their feveral charaters are fo well
eftablithed, that it would be a fort of
pedantic affectation to lead your lordfhip
through {o voluminous, and at the {ame
time fo eafy, a detail.: I pafs it over
therefore mn order to obferve, that as
foon as we have taken this general view
ef mankind, and of the courfe of human
affairs in different ages and different
parts of the world; we ought te apply,
and the fhortnefs of human life confi-
dered, to confine ourfelves almoft en-
tirely m our ftudy of hiftory, to fuch
hiftories as-have an immediate relation
to our profeffions, or to our rank and
fituation in the fociety to which we be-
long, Let me inftance in the profeflion
of dvinity, as the nobleft and the moft
important.

(1)
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(1) T'maveiaid fo much concerning
the fhare which divines of all religions
have taken in the corruption of hiftory,
that I thould have anathemas pronounced
againit me, no doubt, in the eaft and
the ‘weft; by the dairo, the mufti, and
the pope, if thefe letters were fubmitted
to- ecclefiaftical cenfure ; for furely, my
lord, the clergy have a better title than
the {ons of Apollo to be called genus 77«
ritabile vatum. What would it be, if I
went about to fhew, how many of the
chriftian clergy abufe by mif-reprefenta-
tion and falfe quotation, the hiftory they
can no longer corrupt? and vet this
taflk would not be, even to me, an hard
one.. But as I mean to {peak in this
place of chriftian divines alone; fol mean
to{peak of fuch of them particularly as
may be called divines without any fheer :
of fuch of them, for fome {uch I think
there are, as believe themfelves, and
would have mankind believe ; not for

temporal
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temporal ‘but fpiritual intereft, not for
the fake «of the clergy, but for the fake
of mankind. Now it has been,  long
matter of aftonifthment to me, how fuch
perfons as thefe could take’{fo much filly
pains to ‘eftablith myftery on metaphy-
fics, revelation on philofophy, and mat-
ters of fact on abftralt reafoning ? A re=
ligion founded on the authority of a di-
vine miffion, confirmed by ' prophecies
and miracles, appeals to faéts: and the
fa&s muft be proved as all other fadts
that pafs for authentic are  proved; for
faith, fo reafonable after this proof, is
abfurd before it. If they are thus pro-
ved, the religion will prevail without
the affiftance of fo much profound reafon-
ing: if they are not thus proved, the
authority of it will fink in the world
even with this affiftance. 'The divines
object in their difputes with atheifts, and
they objeét very juftly, that thefe men
require improper proofs ; proofs that
are not fuited to the nature of the fub-:

jedt,
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jeét, and then cavil that fuch proofs are
not furnifhed. But what then do they
mean, to fall into the fame abfurdity
themfelves in their difputes with the-
ifts, and to din improper proofs in ears
that are open to proper proofs? 'The
matter is of great moment, my lord,
and I make no excufe for the zeal which
ebliges me to'dwell 2 little on 'it. A
ferious and honeft application to the
fludy of ecclefiaftical hiftory, and every
part of prophane hiftery and chrenology
relative to it, is: mcombent on fuch re-
verend perfons as are here fpoken of, on
a double account i: becaufe hiitory alone
can furnifh the proper proofs, that the
religion "they teach is of God; and be-
eaufe. the unfair manner, in which thefe
proofs have been and are daily furnifhed,
creates prejudices, and gives advantages
againft chriftianity that require’ to be re-
moved. - No {cholar will dare to deny,
that falfe hiftory, as well as fham mira-
cles, has been employed to propagate

chriftianity
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chriﬁianity formerly : and whoever exa-
mines the writers of our own age will
find the fame abufe of hiftory continued.
Many and many inftances of this abufe
might be produced: It is grown into
cuftom, writers copy one another, and
the miiftake that was committed, or the
falfhood that was invented by one, is
adopted by hundreds.

Apgapik fays in his famous book,
that ¢he gofpel of St. MATTHEW is cited
by CLeMEeNs bithop of Rome, a difciple -
of the apoftles; that BArRNaBAS cites it
in his epiftle; that IenaTIus and Po-
LYCARPE receive it 3 and that the fame
fathers, that give teftimony for MaT-
THEW, give it likewife for MARrxk. Nay
your lordfhip will find, I believe, that
the prefent bifhop of London in his third
paftoral letter {peaks to the fame effe&.
I will not trouble you nor myfelf with
any more inftances of the fame kind.
Let this which occurred to me as I was

Yoy, 1, N writing
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fuffice. It may well fuffice ; for

writing i
T prefume the fact advanced by the mi-
nifter and the bifhop is a miftake. If
the fathers of the firft century do mien-
tion fome paffages that are agreeable to
what we read in our evanwchﬁs, will 1t
follow ‘that thefe fathers had the {ame
gofpels | before them ? To fay {o 1s 2 ma-
nifeft abufe of hiftory, and quite inexcu-
{able in writers that knew, or fhoul d
hefe fathers made u

herein fuch P’lﬁd“ﬁ‘ S

have known, that tl
of other gofpels, w

might be corlt.m‘lcd or they might be
preiuved in unwritten tradition. Befides

which I conld almoft vénture to affirm

that thefe fathers of the firft century do
not cxprcﬂly name the gofpcls we have
of MarTHEW, MARK, LUKE, and

Joun. To the two reafons that have

been given why thofe who make divi-

nity. their profefiion fhould ftudy hiftory,
particularly ecclefiaftical hiftory, with an
honeft and ﬁ..ll’““:: application ; in ofder
to {upport chrif tianity againft the attacks

£
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of unbelievers, and to remove the doubts
and prejudices that the unfair proceed-
ings of men of their own order have rai-
{fed in minds candid but not implicit,
willing to be informed but curious to ex-
amine ; to thefe I fay we may add ano-
ther confideration that feems to me of
no {mall importance. Writers of the
Roman religion have attempted to thew,
that the text of the holy writ is on many
accounts infufficient to be the fole crite-
rion of orthodoxy: T apprehend too that
they have thewn it Sure I am that ex-~
perience, from the firft promulgation of
chriftianity to this hour, fhews abun-
dantly with how much eafe and fuccefs
the moft oppofite, the moft extravagant,
nay the moft impious opinions, and the
moft contradictory faiths, may be founded
on the fame text ; and plaufibly defended
by the fame authority. Writers of the
reformed religion have erected their bat-
teries againft tradition ; and the only
difficulty they had to encounter in this

N2 enterprize
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enterprize lay in levelling ‘and pointing
their cannon fo as to avoid demolithing,
in one common ruin, the traditions they
retain, and thofe they reject. Each fide
has been employed to weaken the caufe
and explode the fyftem of his adverfary :
and whilft they have been fo employed,
they have jointly laid their axes to the
root of chriftianity : for thus men will be
apt to reafon upon what they have ad-
vanced, < If the text has not that authen-
ce ticity, clearnefs, and precifion which
< are neceffary to eftablifh it as a divine
¢« and 2 certain rule of faith and prac-
«¢ tice ; and if the tradition of the church,
« from the firft ages of it till the days
« of LutuerR and CarLvin, has been
¢ corrupted itfelf, and has ferved to cor-
« rupt the faith and practice of chri-
¢ {tians; there remains at this time no
¢ ftandard at all of chriftianity. By con-
« fequence either this religion was not
« originally of divine inflitution, or elfe
¢« God has not provided effeGually for

¢« pre-
£
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preferving the genuine purity of i,
« and the gates of hell have actually pre-
vailed, in contradiction to his promife,
« againft the church.” The beft effect
of this reafoning that.can be hoped for,
is that ' men thould fall into theifm, and
{fubfcribe to the firft propofition : he muit
be worfe than an atheift who can affirm
the laft. The dilemma is terrible, my
lord, Partyzeal and private intereft have
formed it : the common intereft of chri-
ftianity is deeply concerned to folve it.
Now I prefume it can neyer be folved
without 2 more accurate examination,
not only of the chriftian but of the jewith
{yftem, than learned men have been hi-
therto impartial enonugh and fagacious
enough to take, or honeft enough to
communicate, - Whilft the authenticity
and fenfe of the text of the bible remain
as difputable, and whilft the tradition of
the church remains as problematical, to
{ay no worfe, as the immenfe labours of
the chriftian divines in feveral commu-

N 2 niors




L 1T T ER -V

nions have made them appear to be;
chriftianity may lean on the civil and ec-
clefiaftical power, and be fupported by
the forcible influence of education: but
the proper force of religion, that force
which fubdues the mind and awes the
confcience by conviction, will be want-

'ing.

182

f‘“

I HAD reafon therefore to produce di-
vinity, as one inftance of thofe profef-
fions that require a particular application
to the ﬁudy'of fome particular parts of
hiftory : and fince I have faid {fo much on
the fubje@ in my zeal for chriftianity, I
will add this further. The refurreftion of
letters was a fatal period: the chriftian
fyftem has been attacked and wounded
too very feverely fince that time. The
defence has been better made indeed by
modern divines, than it had been by an-
tient fathers and apologifts. The mo-
derns have invented new methods of de-
fence, and have abandoned fome pofts

| that
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that were not tenable : but ftill there are
others, in defending which they lie un-
der great difadvantages. Such are various
facts, pioufly believed in former times,
but on which the truth of chriftianity has
been refted very imprudently in more en-
lightened ages; becaufe the falfity of
fome, and the grofs improbability of
others are fo evident, that inftead of
anfwering the purpofe for which they
were invented, they have rendered the
whole tenor of exclefiaftical hiftory and
tradition precarious, ever fince d firict
but juft application of the rules of criti-
cifm has been made to them. I touch
thefe things lightly ; but if your lord-
fhip reflets upon them, you will find
reafon perhaps to think as I do, that it
is high time the clergy in all chriftian
communions fhould join their forces, and
eftablith thofe hiftorical fa&ts, which are
the foundations of the whale fyftem, on
clear and unqueftionable hiftorical au-
thority, fuch as they require in all cafes

N 4 ~of
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of moment from others; rejeét candidly
what cannot be thus eftablifhed ; and
purfue their enquiries in the fame {pirit
of truth through all the ages of the
church ; without any regard -to hifto-
rians, fathers, or councils, more than
they are ftrictly entituled to on the face
of what they have tranfmitted to us, on
their own confiftency, and on the con-
currence of other authority, Qur paf=
tors would be thus, I prefume, much
better employed than they generally are,
Thofe of the clergy wha make religion
merely a trade, who regard nothing more
than the fubfiftence it affords them, or
in higher life the wealth and power they
enjoy by the means of it, may fay to
themfelves that it will laft their time, or
that policy and reafon of ftate will pre-
ferve the form of a church when the
fpirit of religion is extin®. But thofe
whom I mentioned above, thofe who
alt for fpiritual not temporal ends, and
are defirous that men fhould believe and
practife
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pracdtife the doctrines of chriftianity as
well as go to church and pay tithes, will
feel and own the weight of fuch confi-
derations as thefe ; and agree that how-
ever the people have been and may be
flill amufed, yet chriftianity has been in
decay ever fince the refurrection of let-
ters : and that it- cannot be fupported as
it was fupported before that aera, nor by
any other way than that which T pro-
pofe, and which a due application to the
{tudy of hiftory, chronology, and eriti-
cifm, would enable our divines to purfue,
no doubt, with fuccefs,

I m1GHT inftance, in other profeffions,
the obligation men lie under of applying
themfelves to certain parts of hiftory, and
I can hardly forbear doing it in that of
the law ; 1n its nature the nobleft and
moft beneficial to mankind, in its abufe
and debafement the moft fordid and the
moft pernicious. A lawyer now is no-
thing more, Ifpeak of ninety-nine in an
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hundred at leaft, to ufe fome of TuLrLy's
words, 77/i leguleius quidam, cautus S acu-
fus, praeco altionum, cantor jformularum,
auceps [yllabarum. But there have been
lawyers that were orators, philofophers,
hiftorians: there have been Bacons and
CLARENDONs, my lord. = There will be
none {uch any more, till in fome better
age, true ambition or the love of fame
prevails over avarice: and till men find
leifure and encouragement to prepare
themfelves for the exercif¢ of this pro-
feflion, by climbing up to the vantage
ground, {o my lord Bacon calls it, of
fcience ; inftead ‘of groveling all their

lives below, in a mean but gainful appli-
cation to all the little arts of chicane. Till
this happen, the profeflion of the law
will {carce deferve to be ranked among
the learned profeflions : and whenever it
happens, one of the vantage gro_unds, to
which men muft climb, is metaphyfical,
and the other hiftorical knowledge. They
muft pry into the fecret recefles of the

3 : humag
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human heart, and become well acquainted
with the whole moral world, that they
may difcover the abftract reafon of all
laws : and they muft trace the laws of
particular {tates, efpecially of their own,
from the firft rough fketches to the more
perfe& draughts; from the firft caufes
or occafions that produced them, through
all the effeGs good and bad that they
produced. But I am running infenfibly
into a fubje&, which would detain me
too long from one that relates more im-
mediately to your lordfhip, and with
which 1 intend to conclude this long
letter.

(2) I pafs from the confideration of
thofe profeffions to which particular parts
or kinds of hiftory feem to belong : and
I come to {peak of the ftudy of hiftory,
as a neceflary mean to prepare men for
the difcharge of that duty which they
owe to their country, and which is com-
mon to all the members of every {ociety

that
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that 1 conftituted according to the rules
of right reafon, and with a due regard
to the common good. I have met in
St. REaL’s works, or fome éther French
book, with a ridicule caft on private men
who make hiftory a political ftudy, or
who apply themfelves in any manner to

affairs of ftate, But the reflection is too

general. In governments fo arbitrary by
their conflitution, that the will of the
prince is not only the fupreme but the
fole law, it is {o far from being a duty,
that it may be dangerous, and muit be
impertinent in men, who are not called
by the-prince to the adminiftration of
public affairs, to concern themfielves about
it, or to fit themfelves for it, The fole
vocation there is the favour of the court;
and whatever defignation God makes by
the talents he beftows, tho it may ferve,
which it feldom ever does, to direct the
choice of the prince, yet I prefume that
it cannot become a reafon to particular
men, or create a duty on them, to devote

themfelves
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themfelves to the public fervice. Look
on the Turkifh government. See a fel-
low taken, from rowing in a common
paffage-boat, by the caprice of the prince
{ee him invefted next day with all the
power the foldans took under the caliphs,
or the mayors of the palace under the
fucceflors of Crovis : fee a whole em-
pire governed by the ignorance, inexpe-
rience, and arbitrary will of this tyrant,
and a few other fubordinate tyrants, as
ignorant and unexperienced as him{elf.
In France indeed, tho an abfolute go-
yernment, things go a little better. Arts
and f{ciences are encouraged, and  here
and there an example may be found of
a man who has rifen by fome extraordi-
nary talents, amidft innumerable exam-
ples of men who have arrived at the
greateft honors and higheft pofts by no
other merit than that of affiduous fawn-
ing, attendance, or of fkill in fome de-
{picable puerile amufement; in training

wafps, for inftance, to take regular flights
like
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like hawks, and ftoop at flies. ‘The no-

bility of France, like the children of tri-

bute among the ancient Saracens and

modern Turks, are fet apart for wars.
They are bred to make love, to hunt,

and to fight: and if any of them fhould

acquire knowledge fuperior to this, they

would acquire that-which might be pre-
judicial to themfelves, but could not be-
come beneficial to their country. ~ The

affairs of flate are trufted to other hands.

‘Some have rifen to thern by drudging
long in bufinefs : fome have been made
minifters almoft in the cradle : and the

‘whole power of the government has been
abandoned to others in the dotage of life,

There is a2 monarchy, an abfolute mo-

narchy too, I mean that of China, where-

in the adminiftration of the government

is carried on, under the direétion of the

prince, ever fince the dominion of the

Tartars has been eftablithed, by feveral

claffes of Mandarins, and according to

the deliberation and advice of feveral or-

ders
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ders of councils’s the admiffion to which
¢laffes and orders depends on the abilities
of the candidates, ‘as their rife in them
depends on the behaviour they hold, and
the improvements they make afterwards.
Under {uch a government, it is neither
impertinent nor ridiculous, in any of the
{ubjelts who are invited by their circum-
ftances, or pufhed to it by their talents,
to make the hiftory of their own and of
other countries ‘a political ftudy, and to
fit themfelves by this and all other ways
for the fervice of the public. It is not
dangerous neither ; or-an honor that out-

“weighs the danger attends it * fince pri-

yvate men have a ri ght by the ancient con-

“ftitution of this government, as well as

councils of ftate, to reprefent to the prince
the abufes of his adminiftration. But {till
men have not there the {fame occafion to
concern themfelves in the affairs of the
ftate, as the nature of a free government
gives to the members of it. In our ewn
country, for in our own the forms of a

free
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free government at leaft are hitherto pre-
ferved, men are not only defigned for
the public fervice by the circumftances
of their fituation, and their talents, all
which may happen in others: but they
are defigned to it by their birth in many
cafes, and in all cafes they may dedicate
themfelves to this fervice, and take in
different degrees fome fhare in it, whe-
ther they are called to it by the prince
orno. In abfolute governments, all pub-
lic fervice is to the prince, and he nomi-
nates all thofe that ferve the public. In
free governments, there is a diftin¢t and
a principal fervice due to the ftate. Even
the king, of fuch a limited monarchy as
ours, is but the firft fervant of the peo-
ple. -Among his fubjedls, fome are ap-
pointed by the -conftitution, and others
are ele@ed by the people, to carry on the
exercife of the legiilative power jointly
with him, and to controul the executive
power independently on him. Thus
your lordfhip is born 2 member of that

order
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order of men, in whom a third part of
the fupreme power of the government
refides: and your right to the exercife
of the power belonging to this order not
being yet opened, you dre chofen into
another body of men who have different
power and a different conftitution, but
who poflefs another third part of the f{u-
preme legiflative authority; for as long a
time as the commiifiion or truft delegated
to them by the people lafts. Free-men
who are neither born to the firft, nor
ele@ed to the laft, have a right how=
ever to complain, to reprefent; to peti=
tion, and I add even to do more in cafes
of the utmoft extremity. For fure there
cannot be a greater abfurdity, than to
affirm that the people have a remedy in
refiftance, when their prince attempts. to
enflave them ; but that they have none,
when their reprefentatives {ell themfelves
and them:
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Tue fam of what I have been faying
i, that in free governments, the. publie
fervice is not confined to thofe whona
the prince appoints to different poits in
the adminiftration under him that there
the care of the ftate is the care of multi-
tudes ; that many are called to it in a par-
ticular manner by their rank, and by
other circumitances of their fituation s
and that even thofe whom the prince ap-
points are not only anfwerable to him,
but like him, and before him, to the na-
tion, for their behaviour in their feveral
pofts. It can never be impertinent nor
ridiculous therefore in fuch a country,
whatever it might be in the abbot of ‘ST.
REeAL’s, which was Savoy I think ; of in
Peru, under the Incas, where GAreI-
1ASso DE LA VEGA fays it was lawful for
rione but the nobility to ftudy~—for men of
all degrees to inftruét themfelves in thofe
affairs wherein they may be actors, or
judges of thofe that.a&; or controwlers of

thofe
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thofe that judge. On the contrary, it is
incumbent on every man to inftruct him-
{elf, as well as the means and opportu-
nities he has permit, concerning the na-
ture and interefts of the government; and
thofe rights and duties that belong to
him, or to his fuperiors, or to his infe=
riors. ‘This in general ; but in particular,
it is certain that the obligations under
which we lie to ferve our country in«
creafe, in proportion to the ranks we
hold, and the other circumftances of
birth, fortune, and fituation that call us
to this {ervice ; and above all to the ta-
lents which God has given us to per-
form it

IT is in this view, that I thall addrefs

to yeur lordthip whatever I have further
to {ay on the ftudy of hiftory.
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