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LETTER VI.

Front lahat period modern hißory is pecu~
liarly ufeful to the fervice of our coun?
try, 'viz.

From the end of the fifteenth Century to
the prefent.

The divißon of this into three particular
periods:

In order to ajketch of the hiftory (ind ftate
of Europe from that time.

SIN C E then you are? my lord, by
your birth , by the nature of our

goyernment, and by the talents God has
given you, ättached for Hfe to the Xervicp
of your country ; fince genius älone can-
not enable you to go through this feryice
with honor to yourfelf and advantage to
your country, whether you fupport or
whether you oppofe the adminiftrations
that arife ; fince a great ftock of know-
ledge , acquired betimes and continually
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198 LETTER VI.
improved, is necefläry to this end ; and
fince one part of this ftock muft be col-
Jected from the ftudy of hiflory, as the
other part is to be gained by obfervation
and experience, I come now to fpeak to
your lordmip of fuch hiftory as has an
immediate relation to the great duty and
bufinefs of your life, and of the method
to be obferved in this ftudy. The notes
I have by me, which were of fome little
ufe thus far, ferve me no farther , and I
have no books to coniult . No matter $
I fhall be able to explain my thoughts
without their affiftance, and lefs liable to
be tedious. I hope to be as füll and as
exad on memory alone, as the manner
in which I fliall treat the fubjecl; requires
me to be,

I say then , that however clofely af-
fairs are linked together in the progref-
fion of governments, and how much fo-
ever events that fqllow are dependant oi\
ihofe that precede, the whole connexion

dimi--
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diminifhes to fight as thc chain length-
ens ; tili at laft it feems to be broken,
and the Knks that are continue'd from

that point bear no proportion nor any
fimilitude to the former. I would not be

underftood to fpeak only of thofe great
changes, that are wrought by a coneur-
rence of extraordinary events; for inflance
the expulfion of one nation, the deftrue-
tion of one governrnent, and the efta-
blimment of another : but even of thofe

that are wrought in the fame govern-
ments and among the fame people, flowly
and almoft imperceptibly, by the necef-
fary effects of time, and flux condition of
human arfairs. When fuch changes as
thefe happen in feveral ftates about the
fame time, and confequentiy affecT: other
ftates by their vicinity, and by many dif-
ferent relations which they frequently
bear to one another ; then is one of thofe
periods formed, at which the chain fpoken
of is fo broken as to have little or no real
m vjfible connexion with that which we

Q 4 fee
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fee continue. A new fituation, different
from the former, begets new interefts in
the fame proportion of difference; not
in this or that particular ftate alone, but
in all tlpfe that are concerned by vicinity
or other relations, as I faid juft now, in
one general fyftem of policy. New in¬
terefts beget new maxims of govern-
ment , and new methods of condudl.
Thefe , in their turns , beget new man¬
ners, new habits, new cuftoms. The
langer this new conftitution of affairs
continues, the more will this difference
increafe : and altho fome analogy may
remain long between what preceded and
what fucceeds fuch a period, yet will
this analogy foon become an objedt of
mere curiofity, not of profitable enquiry.
Such a period therefore is, in the true
fenfe of the words, an epocha or an aera,
a point of tinje at which you ftop, or
from which you reckon forward. I fay
forward ; becaufe we äre not to ftudy in
the prefent cafe, as chronoiogers com-,

pute,
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pute, backward . Should we perfift to
carry our refearches much higher , and
to pufh them cven to fome other period
of the fame kind, we fhould mifemploy
our time : the caufes then laid having
fpent themfelves, the feries of erfects de-
rived from them being over, and our
concern in both confequently at an end.
But a new fyftem of caufes and effects,
that fubfifts in our time, and whereof
our conducl is to be a part, anfing at the
läft period, and all that paffes in our time
being dependant on what has paffed fince
that period, or being immediately rela¬
tive to it, we are extremely concerned to
be well informed about all thofe palfages.
To be entirely ignorant about the ages
that precede this aera would be fhame-
ful . Nay fome indulgence may be had
to a temperate curiofity in the review of
them . But to be learned about them is
a ridiculous affeöation in any man who
means to be ufeful to the prefent age.
Pown tp this aera let us read hiftory :

from
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from this aera, and down to our own
timej let us ftudy it.

The end of the fifteenth Century feems
to be juft Tuch a period as I have been
defcribing, for thofe who liye in thc
eighteenth , and who inhabit the weitem
parts of Europe . A little before, or a
little after this point of time, all thofe
events happened, and all thofe revolutions
began,that have produced fo vaft a change
in the manners, cuftoms, and interefls of
particular nations, and in the whole po-
licy ecclefiaflical and civil of thefe parts
of the world. I muft defcend here into
fome detail, not of hifiories, colledtions,
or memorials ; for all thefe are welj
enough known : and tho the contents
are in the heads of few, the books are
in the hands of many. But inflead of
fliewing your lordibip where to look, l
fliall contribute more to your entertain-
ment and inftruftion , by marking out, as
svell as my memory will ferve mc to da
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lt, what you are to look for, and by fur-
nifhing a kind of clue to your fludies. I
#iall give, according to cuftom, the firft
place to religion.
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A view of the ecclefiaftical govern-?
ment of Europe from the begin-
ning of the fixteenth Century.

Observe then , my lord, that the de-
molition of the papal throne was not at~
tempted with fuccefs tili the beginning
©f the fixteenth Century. If you are eu-
rious to caft your eyes back, you will
find Berenger in the eleventh, who
was fbon filenced3Arnoldus in the fame,
who was foon hanged ; Valdo in the
twelfth , and our Wickliff in the four-?
teenth, as well as others perhaps whom
I do not recolledt. Sometimes the doc-
trines of the church were alone attacked,
and fometimes the dodtrine, the difci-
pline, and the ufurpations ©f the pope.
But little fires, kindled in corners of a
dark world, were foon ftifled by that great
abettor of chriftian unity, the hang-man.
When they fpred and blazed out, as in
the cafe of the Albigeois and of the

HufTiteSj,
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Huffites, armies were raifed to extinguifo
them by torrents of blood ; and fuch
faints as Dominic , with the crucifix in
their hands, inftigated the troops to the
utmoft barbarity. Your lordffiip will
find that the church of Rome was main-
tained by fuch charitable and falutary
means, among others, tili the period
fp'oken of : and you will be curious, I
am füre, to enquire how this period came
to be more fatal to her than any former
conjuncture ? A multitude of circum-
ftances, which you will eafily trace in
the hiftories of the fifteenth and fixteenth
centuries, to go no further back, con-
curred to bring about this great event:
and a multitude of others, as eafy to be
traced, concurred to hinder the demoli-
tion from becoming total, and to prop
the tottering fabric. Among thefe cir-
cumftances, there is one lefs complicated
and more obvious thän others, which
was of principal and univerfal influence.
The art of prioting had been invented

3 about
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about forty or fifty years before the pe-
riod we fix : from that time, the fefur~
redtion of letters haftened on a-päce ; and
at this period they had made great pro-
grefs, and were cultivated with great apr
plication. Mahomet the fecond dfove
them out of the eaft into the weft j and
the popes proved worfe politicians thän
the mufties in this refpedr. Nicholas
the fifth encouraged learning and learned
men . Sixtus the foürth was, if I mif-
take not, a great colledtor of books at
leaft : and Leo the tenth was the patron
of every art and fcience. The magicians
themfelves broke the charm by which
fhey had bound mankind for fo many
ages : and the adventure of that knight-
errant , who, thinking himfelf happy in
the arms of a celeftial nymph , found
that he was the miferable flave of an in¬
fernal hag, was in fome fort renewed*
As foon as the means of acquiring and
fpreöding information grew common, it
is no woüder that a fyftem was unra-

velled,
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velled, which could not have beert wo-
ven with fuccefs in any ages, but thofe
of grofs ignorance and credulous fuper-
ftition. I might poirtt out to your lord-
fhip many other immediate caufes, fome
general like this that I have mentioned,
and fome particular. The great fchifm,
fbr inftance, that ended in the beginning
of the fifteenth Century, and in the Coun¬
cil of Conftance, had occafioned prodi-
gious fcandal. Two or three vicars of
Christ , twoor three infallible heads of
the chureh roaming about the world at
a time, furnifhed matter of ridicule as
well as fcandal : and whilft they appealed,
for fo they did in effect, to the laity,
and reptoached and excommunicated one
another, they taught the world what to
think of the inititution as well as exercife

of the papal authority . The fame leffön
was taught by the Council of Pifa that
preceded, and by that of Balle that fol-
lowed the Council of Conftance. The
horrid crimes of Alexander the fixth,

3 the
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the fawcy ambition of Julius the fe*
Gond, the immenfe profufion and fcan-
dalous exadtions of Leo the tenth j all
thefe events and characlers, following in
a continued feries from the beginning of
one Century, prepared the way for the
revolution that happened in the begin¬
ning of the next . The flate of Ger-
many, the ftate of England, and that of
the North , were pafticular caufes, in
thefe feveral countfies, of this revolution«
Such were many remarkable events that
happened about the fame time, and a
little before it, in thefe and in other na-
tions ; and fuch were likewife the cha-
racters of many of the princes of that
age, fome of whom favoured the refor-
mation like the eleclror of Saxony, on
a principle of confcience, and moft of
whom favoured it, juft as others oppofed
it, on a principle of intereft. This your
lordfhip will difcover manifeftly to have
been the cafe ; and the fole difference
you will find between Henry the eighth

and
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änd Francis the firft, one of whom fe-
parated from the pope as the other ad-
hered to him, is thk : Henry the eighth
divided, with the fecular clergy and his
people, the fpoil of the pope, and his fa-
tellites, the mönks : Francis the firft
divided, with the pope, the fpoil of his
clergy, fecular and regulär, and of his
people» With the fäme impartial eye that
your lordfhip furveys the abufes of reli-
gion, änd the corruptions of the church
äs well as court of Rome, which brought
on the reformation at this period ; you
will obferve the charadters and conduä:
of thöfe who began, who propagated,
and who favoured the reformation : and
from your obfervation of thefej äs well
äs of the unfyftematical manner in which
it was carried on at the fäme time in va-
rious places, and of the want of concert,
nay even of charity, among the reformers,
you will learn what to think of the fe-
veral religions that unite in their oppofi-
tion to the Roman , and yet hate one

Vol . I , P another
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another moft heartily ; what to think of
the feveral fec~ts that have fprouted, like
i'iickers, from' the fame great roots j and
Vvh'at the true prineiples are of proteftant
e'cclefiaflical policy. This policy had no
beins: tili Luther made his eftablifh-o

iTient in Germany ; tili Zwinglius be-
gan another in SwhTerland, whieh Cal¬
vin earried on and, like Americus Ves-
putius who followed Christopher
Columbus , robbed the fir-ft adventur-er
of his honor ; and tili the reformation in

our country was perfected under Ed¬
ward the fixth and Elizabeth . Even

popifh ecclefiaftical policy is no longer
the fame fince that aera. His holinefs

is no longer at the head of the whole
weftern church : and to keep the part
that adheres to him, he is obliged to
loofen their chains, and to lighten his
yoke. The fpirit and pretenfions of his
court are the fame, but not the power.
He governs by expedient and manage-
mcnt more, and by authority lefs- His

3 decrees
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ebcrees and his briefs are in danger of
being refufed, explained away, or evaded,
unlefs he negociates their acceptance be-
fore he gives them , governs in concert
with his flock, and feeds his fheep ac-
cording to their humor and intereft . In
fhort, his excommunications, that made
the greateft emperors tremble , are de-
fpiied by the loweft members of his own
communion ; and the remaining attach¬
ment to him has been, from this aera,
rather a political expedient to preferve an
appearance of unity, than a principle of
of confcience; whatever fome bigotted
princes may have thought , whatever am-
bitious prelates and hireling fcriblers may
have taught , and whatever a people
worked up to enthufiafm by fanatical
preachers may have afted . Proofs of
this would be eafy to draw, not only
from the conduc~t of fuch princes as
Ferdinand the firft and Maximilian
the fecond, who could fcarce be efteemed
papifts tho they continued in the pope's

P 2 com-
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communion ; but even from that of prin-

ces who perfecuted their proteftant fub-

iecfts with great violence, Enough has

been faid, I think , to fliew your lordfhip

how little need there is of going up

higher than the beginn ing of the fix-

teenth Century in the ftudy of hiftory, to

acquire all the knowledge neceffary at

this time in ecclefiafhical policy, or in

civil policy as far as it is relative to this.
Hiftorical monuments of this fort are in

.every man's hand, the facts are fufficiently
verified, and the entire fcenes lie open tö
our obfervation : even that fcene of fo-

lemn refined banter exhibited in the

Council of Trent , impofes on no man

who reads Paolo , as well as Palla«

vicini , and the letters of Vargas.

Ä
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Ä vievv of the civil government of
Europe in the beginning of the
{ixteenth Century.

I, In France.

A very little higher need we go, to
obferve thofe great changes in the civil
conftitutions of the principal nations of
Europe, in the partition of power among
them, and by confequence in the whole
fyftem of European policy, which have
operated fo ftrongly for mpre than two
centuries, and which operate ftill. I will
not aifront the meraory of our Henry
the feventh fo much as to compare him
to Lewis the eleventh : and yet J per-
ceive fome refemblance between them ;
which would perhaps appear greater , if
Philip of Commines had wrote the hi-

ftory of Henry as well as that of Lewis ;
pr if my lord Bacon had wrote that of
Lewis as well as that of Henry . This

P 3 prince
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prince came to thc crown of England a
little before the clofe of the fifteenth
Century : and Lewis began his reign in
France about twenty years fooner. Thefe
reigns make remarkable periods in the
hiftories of both nations. To reduce the
power , privileges, and pofTeffions of the
nobility, and to increafe the wealth and
authority of the crown, was the princi-
pal objeä : of both . In this their fuccefs
was fo great, that the conftitutions of the
two governments have had, fince that
time, more refemblance, in name and in,
form than in reality, to the conftitutions
that prevailed before. Lewis the ele-
venth was the firft, fay the French , qui
mit ks roh hors de page. The indepen-
dency of the nobility had rendered the
ftate of his predeceffors very dependant,
and their power precarious. They were
the fovereigns of great vailals; but thefe
vaffals were fo powerful, that one of them
was fometimes able, and two or three of
them alwaySj to gtve law to the fove-

reign.,
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reign. Before Lewis came to the crown^
the Englifh had been driven out of their
pofleffions in France , by the poor cha-
radier of Henry the fixth, the dornende
troubles of his reign, and the defe&ion
of the houfe of Burgundy from his alli-
.ancQ, much more than by the ability of
Charles the feventh, who feems to have
been neither a greater hero nor a greater
politician than Henry the fixth ; and
even than iby the vigour and union of the
French nobility in his fervice, After
Lewjs came to the crown, Edward the
fourth made a ihew of carrying the war
again into France ; bat he foon returned
home, and your lordfhip will not be at
a lofs to find much better reafons for his
doing fo, in the fituation of his affairg and
•the eharafters of his allies, than thofe
which Philip of Commines draws from
the artifice of Lewis , from bis good
cheer and his penfions. Now from this
time our pretenfions on France were in
*ffe<ä given up : and Charles ths beM,

P 4 the
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the laft prince of the houfe of Burgundy,
being killed, Lewis had no vaflal able
to moleft him . He re-united the dutchy
of Burgundy and Artois to his crown, he
acquired Provence by gift, and his fori
Britany by marriage : and thus France
grew in the courfe of a few years into that
great and compact body which we be¬
hold at this time. The hiftory of France,
before this period, is like that of Germany,
a complicated hiftory of feveral ftates and
feveral interefts ; fometimes concurring
like members of the fame monarchy, and
fometimes warring on one another . Since
this period, the hiftory of France is the
hiftory of one ftate under a more uniform
and orderly government ; the hiftory of
a monarchy wherein the prince is pofief-
for of fome, as well as lprd of all the
great fieffes: and, the authority of many
tyrants centring in one, tho the people
are not become more free, yet the whole
fyftem of domeftic policy is entirejy
£hanged. Peace at home is better fe-

cured;
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cured, and the nation grown fitter to
carry war abroad. The governors of
great provinces and of ftrong fortreffes
have oppofed their king, and taken arms
againft his authority and commiffion fince
that time : but yet there is no more re-
femblance bctween the authority and pre-
tenfions of thefe governors, or the nature
and occafions of thefe difputes, and the
authority and pretenfions of the vaffals of
the crown in former days, or the nature
and occafions of their difputes with the
prince and with one another , than there
is between the antient and the prefent
peers of France . In a Word, the confti-
tution is fo altered, that any knowledge
we can acquire about it , in the hiftory
that precedes this period, will ferve to
little purpofe in our ftudy of the hiftory
that follows it, änd to lefs purpofe ftill in
aflifting us to judge of what paffes in the
prefent age. The kings of France fince
that time, more mafters at home, have
foeen able tp exert themfelves more a-

broad:
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abroad : and they began to do fo imme-
diatplyj for Charles the eighth , fon
and fucceflbr of Lewis the eleventh,
formed great dengns of foreign con-
quefts, tho tHey were difappointed by
bis inability, by the levity of the nation,
and by other caufes. Lewis the twelfth
and Francis the firft, but efpecially
Francis , meddled deep in the affairs of
Europe : and tho the fuperior genius of
Ferdinand called the catholic, and the
ftar of Charles the fifth prevailed againft
them , yet the efForts they made fhew fuf-
ficiently how the ftrength and impor-
tance of this monarchy were increafed in
their time . From whence we jnay date
likewife the rivallhip of the houfe of
France , for we may reckon that of Valoäs
and that of Bourbon as one upon this
occafion, and the houfe of Auftria ; that
continues at this day, and that has coftJ

fo much blood and fo much treafure in
|,he courfe of it.

II
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II . In England.

Tho the power and influence of the
nobility "funk in the great change that
began under Henry the feventh in Eng¬
land, as they did in that which began
under Lewis the eleventh in France;
yet the new conftitutions that thefe chan-
ges produced were very different . In
France the lords alone loft, the king
alone gained ; the clergy held their pof-
feffions and their immunities, and the
people remained in a ftate of mitigated
flavery. But in England the people
gained as well as the crown. The com-
mons had already a fhare in the legifla-
ture ; fo that the power and influence of
the lords being broke by Henry the
feventh, and the property of the com-
mons increafing by the fale that his fon
made of church -lands, the power of the
latter increafed of courfe by this change
in a conftitutipn, the forms whereof

were
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were favourable to them . The union of

the rofes put an end to die civil wars of
York and Lancafter, that had fucceeded
thofe we commonly call the barons wars:
and the humor of warring in France,
that had lafted near four hundred years
under the Normans and Plantagenets, for
plunder as well as conqueft, was fpent
Our temple of J anus was fhut by Henry
the feventh, We neither laid walle our

own nor other countries any lpnger : and
wife laws and a wife government changed
infenfibly the manners, and gave a new
turn to the fpirit, of our people. We
were no longer the free-booters we had
been. Our nation maintained her repu-
tation in arms whenever the public inte-
reft or the public authority required it j
but war ceafed to be, what it had been,

/ • ■

our principal and almoft our fole profef-
fion. The arts of peace prevailed among
us. We became hufbandmen , manufac-
turers , and merchants , and we emulated

j neigh-
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neighbouring nations in literature . It is
from this time that we ought to ftudy

the hiftory of our country , my lord, with
the utmoft application. We äre not much
concerned to know with critical accuraey
what were the ancient forms of our

parliatnents, concerning which however
there is little room for difpute from the

reign of Henry the third at leaft j nor
in fliort the whole fyftem of our civü
conftitution before Henry the fevenths
änd of our eeclefiaftical conftitution be¬

fore Henry the eighth . But he who
has not fludied and acquired a thorough
knowledge of fhem both , from thefe

periods down to the prefent time, in all
the variety of events by which they hav@
been afFefted, will be very unfit to judge
or to take care of either . Juft as little
are we concerned to know, in any nice
detail, what the condudl of our princeSj
relatively to their neighbours on the con-

tinent , was before this period, and at a
time when the partitiön of power and a

mul-
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mültitude of other circumftances ren*
dered the whöle political fyftem of Eu-
rope fo vaftly different from that which
has exifted fince. But he who has not
traced this conduö from the period we
fix, down to the prefent age, wants a
principal part of the knowledge that
every Englifh minifter of ftate fhould
have. Ignorance in the refpecfs here
fpoken of is the lefs pardonable, becaufe
we have more and more authentic means
of information concerning this, than con-
cerning any other period. Anecdotes
enow to : glut the curiofity of fome per-
fons> and to filence all the captious cavils
of others, will never be furnifhed by any
portion of hiftory nor indeed can they
according to the nature and courfe of
human affairs : but he who is content
to-read and obferve, like a fenator and a
ftatefman, will find in our own and in
foreign hiftorians as much information aa
he wants, concerning the affairs of our
ifland, her fortune at home and her con-

dü<ä
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dudt abroad, from the fiftecnth Century
to the eighteenth . I refer to foreign
hiftorians, as well "as to our own, for
this feries of our own hiftory ; not only
becaufe it is reafonable to fee in what
manner the hiftorians of other countries
have related the tranfadtions wherein we
have been concerned, and what judg-
ment they have made of our condudt
domeftic and foreign, but for another
reafon likewife. Our nation bas fuf-

nifhed as ample and as important matter,
good and bad, fo.r hiftory, as any nation
ünder the fun : and yet we muft yield
the palm in writing hiftory moft certainly
to the Italians and to the French , and 1
fear even to the Germans . The only
two pieces of hiftory we have, in any re-
fpedt to be compared with the antient,
are, the reign of Henry the feventh by
my lord Bacon , and the hiftory of our
civil wars in the laft Century by your no¬
ble anceftor my lord chancellor Claren¬
don . But we have no general hiftory

to
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to be compared with fome of other Cöüii-
tries : neither have we, whieh I lament

tjauch more, particular hiftories, except
the two I have mentioned, nor writers
of memorials, nor colledtors of monu-
inents and anecdotes, to vie in number
er in merk with thofe that foreign na-
tions can boaft $ from Commines , Guic-
ciardin,DüBellaY , Paolo , Davilaj
Thuanus , and a multitude of others,
down through the whole period that I
propofe to your lordfhip* But altho this
be true to our fhame ; yet it is true like-
wife that we want no neeefläry means
of informatiön. They lie open to our
induftry and our difcernment . Foreign
writers are för the rhoft part fcarce worth
reading when they fpeak of our dornende
affairs5 nor are our Englifh writers for
the raoft part of greater value when they
fpeak of foreign affairs. In this mutual
defect the writers of other countries are,
I think , more excufable than ours : for
the nature of our gpvernment, the poli-

tical
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tieal principles in which we äre bred,
our diftincl: interefts äs iflanders, and the
complicated various interefts and humors
of our parties, all thefe are fo peculiar to
ourfelves, and fo dirferent from the no-
tions, manners, and habits of other na*
tions, that it is not wonderful they fliould
be puzzled or fliould fall into error , when
they undertake to give relations of events
that refult from all thefe, of to päfs any
judgment upon thenu But as thefe hi-
ftorians are mutually defe£tive, fo they
mutually fupply each others defefts . We
muri compare them therefore , make ufe
of our difcernment, and.draw our con-
clufions from both . If \tfe proceed in
this manner, we häve an ample fund of
hiftory in our power, from whence to
collect- fufEcient äuthentic Information ;
and we rauft proceed in this manner,
even with our own hiftorians of different
religions, fefts, and parties, or run the
rifque of being mifled by domeftic igno-
rance and prejudice in this cafe, as well

Vol . I. as
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as by Foreign ignorance and prejudice in
the otbeis

Iii . In Spain and the Emplre>

Spain figured little in Europe tili the
latter part of the fifteenth Century; tili
Caftile and Arragon were united by the
marriage of Ferdinand an r̂ Isabella ;
tili the total expulfion of the Moors, and
tili the difcovery of -the Weft -Indies. Af¬
ter this, not oöly Spain took a new form,
and grew into immenfe power ; but, the
heir of Ferdinand and Isabella , be-

ing heir likewife of the houfes of Bur-
gundy and Aultria , fuch an extent of
dominion accrued to him by all thefe
fucceffions, and fuch an addition of rank
and author-ity by his ele&ion to the em-
pire, as no prince had been mafter. of in
Europe from the days of Charles the
great . It is proper to.obferve, here how
the policy of the 'Germans altered.in the
choice of,an emperor ,;,becaufe the.effl&s

safc' £iö ' .: ; of
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of this alteration have been great. When
Rodolphus o£ Hapfburg was chofe in
the year one thoufand two hundred and
ieventy, or about that time, the poverty
and the low eftate of this prinpe, who had
been marfhal of the eourt to a king of
Bohemia, was an inducement to eleci
him . Tfhe diforderly and lawlefs ftate
of the Empire made the princes of it in
thofe days unwiiling to have a more pow-
erful head. But a contrary maxim took
place at this aera : Charles the fifth
and Francis the firft, the two moft
powerful princes of Europe , were the
fole candidatesj for the eleftor of Saxony,
who is faid to have declined, was rather
unable to ftand in competition with them:
and Charles was chofen by the ünani-
mous fuffrages of the eleftoral College,
if I miftake not. Another Charles,
Charles the fourth , who was made em-
peror illegally enough on the depofitioa
of Lewis of Bavaria, and about one hun-
dred and fifty years before, feems to me

Q^ 2 tO
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So have contributed doubly to ercablnTr
this maxini > by the wife conftitutions
that he procured to pafs,, that united the

empire in a more orderly form-and bet¬

ter fyftem of gövernmentj and by alie-

nating the imperial revenues to fuch a

degree, that they were no longer fuffi-
cient to füpport an emperor who had not

great revenues of Iiis own. The fame
maxim and other circumftances have con-

curred to keep the empire in this family
ever fince,, as it had been often before -T

änd this family having large dominions-
in the empire and larger pretenfrons as
well as dominions out of it, the other

ftates of Europe , France,'.Spain and Eng¬

land particularly, have been- more con-
cerned fince this period in- the alfairs

of Germany than they were before it :

and by confequence the hulory of Ger¬

many, from the beginning of the fixteentb
Century, is of importance, and a neceüary

part of that knowledge whieh your lord-
Ihip defires to acquire. Th,k
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The Dutch Commonwealth was not

formed tili near a Century later. But as
foon as k was formed , nay even whilft it
was forming, thefe provinces that were
loft to obfervation, among the many that
compofed the dominions of Burgundy
and Auftria, became fo coniideräbie a

part of the political fyftem of Europe,
that their Hftory muft bje ftudied by
£very man who would inform himfelf
•of this fyftem.

Soon after this ftate had taken benign
others of a more ancient original began
to mingle in thofe difputes and wars.,
thofe Councils, negociations and treatieSj
that are to be the principal objedts of
your lordiliip's appHcation in the ftudy
of hiftory. That of the northern crowns
deferves your attention little, before the
laft Century. Till the ekction of Fre-
©ERic the firft to the crown of Dcn-
mark , and tili that wonderftil revolution

Q, 3 which
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which the firfl Gustavus brought about
in Sweden, it is nothing more than a
confufed rhapfody of events, in which
the great kingdoms and ftates of Europe
neither had any concern, nor took any
part . From the time I have mentioned,
the riörthern crowns häve turned their
counfels arid their arms often fouthwards,
and Sweden particularly with prodigious
efledt.

To what purpofe fhould I trouble your
lordfhip with the mention of hiflories of
other nations ? They are either fuch as
have no relation tp the knqwledge you
would acquire, like that of the Poles,
the Mufcovites, or the Türks ; or they
are fuch as, having an occaüonal or a fe-
condary relation to it, fall of courfe into
your fcheme 5 like the hiftory of Italy
fot inflance, which is fometiraes a part
of that of France , fometimes of that of
Spain, and fometimes of that of Ger-
ijiany. The thread of hiftory, that you

ar§
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&pe to keep, is that of the nations who
are and muft always be concerned in the
&me fcenes of adtion with your own.
Thefe are the principal nations of the
werl . Things that have no immediate
relation to your own country, or to them,
are either too remote, or too minute , to

employ much of your time : and their
hiftory and your own is, for all your

purpofes, the whole hiftory of Europe.

The two great powers, that of France
and that of Auftria, being formed, and

a rivahhip eftablifhed by confequence be-
tween them 5 it began to be the intereft
,j&f their neighbours to oppofe the ftrongeft
and moft enterprizing of the two, and
to be the ally and friend of the weakeft.
From hence arofe the notion of a bal-

lance of power in Europe , on the equal
poize of which the fafcty and tranquil-
lity of all muft depend. To deftroy the
equality of this ballance has been the
ßm of each of thefe rivals in hjs turn :

Ĉ j . and
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and to hinder it from being deftroyed,
by preventing too much power from fahr
ing intq one fcale, has been the principle
pf all the wife Councils of Europe , rela-
tively to France and to the houfe of Au-
ftria, through the whole period that be-
gan at the aera we have fijfed, and fub-
lifts at this hour . To make a cafeful
and jujfl obfervation, therefore , of the rife
and decline of thefe powers, in the two
lait centuries and in the prefent, of the
projects- which their ambition formed,
pf the rneans they employed to carry
thefe projects pn WJth fuccefs, of the
pieans employed by others to defeat them,
pf the ifTue of all thefe endeavours iq
war and in negociation, and particularly
to bring your obfervations home to your-
pwn country and your own ufe ; of the
conducl; that England held, to her honor.
pr difhonor, to her advantage or dilad-
vantage, in every one of the numerous
and important coniunctures that hap-
pened—ought to be the principal fubjeifc

pf
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of your lordfhip's attention in reading
and refleöing on this part of modern hi- ,
ftory.

Now to this purpofe you will find it
of great ufe, my lord, when you have a
general plan of the hiflory in your mind,
to go over the whole again in another
method , which I propofe to be this.
Divide the entire period into fuch parti-
cular periods as the general courfe of af-
fairs will mark, out fo you fufficiently, by
the rife of new conjunctures, of different
fchemes of conduof, and of different thea-
tres of action. Examine this period of
hiftory as you would examine a tragedy
or a comedy ; that is, take firft the idea
or a general notion of the whole , and
after that examine every adl and every
fcene apart. Confider them in them-
felves, and confider them relatively to
one another . Read this hiflory as you
would that of any ancient period ; but
ftüdy it afterwards, as it would not

be
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fee worth your while to ftudy the other $
nay as vgu could not have in your power
the means of ftudying the other , if the
ftudy was really worth your while . The
former part of this period abounds in
great hiftorians : and the latter part is fo
modern , that even tradition is authentic
enough to fupply the want of good hif-
tory ; if we are eurious to enquire , and
if we hearken to the living with the fame
impartiality and freedom of judgment as
we read the dead : and he that döes one

will do the other . The whole period
abounds in memorials, in colledHons of
public adls and monuments , of private
letters, and of treaties. All thefe muft
come into your plan of fludy, my lord :
many not to be red through , but all to
be confulted and compared. They muft
not lead you, I think , to your enquiries,
but your enquiries muft lead you to them.
By joining hiftory and that which we
call the materia hiftorica together in this
mannerj and by drawing your Informa¬

tion:
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tion from both , your lordfhip will acquire
not only that knowledge which many
have in fome degree, of the great tranf-
adlions that have paffed, and the great
events that have happened in Europe du-
nng this period, and of their immediate
and obvious caufes and confequences;
but your lordfhip will acquire a much
fuperior knowledge , and fuch a one as
yery few rnen poffefs almoft in any de¬
gree, a knowledge of the true political
fyftem of Europe during this time. You
will fee it in it?s primitive principles, in
the conftitutions of governments, the ü-
tuations of countries, their national and
true interefts, the charadters and the re-
ligion of people, and other permanent
circumftances . You will trace it through
all its flud:uations, and obferve how the
objects vary feldom, but the means per-
petually, according to the difFerent cha-
rafters of princes and of thofe who go-
¥ern j the difFerent abilities of thofe who
fbrvej the courfe of accidents, and a

multitude
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multitude of other irregulär and cpntin-
gent circurnftances.

The particular periods iiito which the
whole period fhould be divided, in my
opinion, are thefe. i . From the fifteenth
to the end of the fixteenth Century.
2 . From thence to the Pyrenean treaty.
3. From. thence down to the prefent
time.

Your lordfhip will find this diyifion as
apt and as proper, relatively to the parti¬
cular hiftories of England , France, Spain,
and Germany , the principal nations con-
cerned , as it is relatively to the generai
hiftory of Europe.

The death of queen Elizabeth , and
Che accemon of king James the firrl,
niade a vaft alteration in the government
of our nation at home, and in her con-
«lucl: abroad, about the end of the firll

of thefe periods. The wars that religioa
pccafipned¥
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cccafioned, and ambition fomented, iß
France, through the reigns of Francis
the fecond, Charles the ninth , Henry
the third , and a part of Henry the fourth,
ended : and the furies of the league were
crufhed by this great prince, about the
fame time. Philip the fecond of Spaia
marks this period likewife by his death,
and by the exhaufted condkion in which
he left the monarchy he governed : which
took the Iead no longer in difturbing the
peace of mankind , but aeted a fecond part
in abetting the bigctry and ambition of
Ferdinand the fecond and the third.

The thirty years war that devafted Ger-
many did not begin tili the eighteenth
year of the feventeenth Century, but the
feeds of it were fowing fome time before,
and even at the end of the fixteenth,
Ferdinand the hrft and Maximilian

had fhewn much lenity and moderation
in the difputes and troubles that arofe ort
account of religion. Under Rodolphus
and Matthias , as the fucceffion of

3 their
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their coufi-n Ferdinand approached»
the fires that were covered began to
finoak and to fparkle : and if the war
did not begin with this Century, the pre-
paration for it, and the expe&ation of it
did.

The fecond period ends in one thou-
fänd fix hundred and fixty, the year of
the reftoration of Charles the fecond
to the throne of England j when our
civil wars and all the diforders whieh
Cromwell 's ufurpation had produced
were over : and therefore a remarkable
point of time, with refpect to our coun^
try . It is no lefs remarkable with re-
fpecl: to Germany , Spain, and France*.

As to Germany ; the ambitious projedls
of the German branch of Auftria had
been entirely defeated, the peace of the
empire had been reftored, and almoft a
new conftitution formed, or an old one
revived, by the treaties of Weftphalia;

nay
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nay the imperial eagle was not only fallen5
but her wings were clipped.

As to Spainj the Spanifh branch was
fallen as low twelve years afterwards, that
is in the year one thoufand fix hundred
and fixty. Philip the fecond left his
fucceflbrs a ruined monarchy . He left
them fomething worfe ; he left them his
example and his principles of govern-
ment , founded in ambition, in pride, in
ignorance, in bigotry, and all the pe-
dantry of flate. I have red fomewhere
or other, that the war of the Low Coun-
tries alone coft him, by his own confef-
fion, five hundred and fixty-four millions,'
a prodigious fum in what fpecies foever
he reckoned. Philip the third and
Philip the fourth followed his example
and his principles of government, at home
and abroad. At home, there was much
form, but no good order, no economy
nor wifdom of policy in the ftate. The
.churehcontinued to devour the flate, and

that
1 ■
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that-monfter the inquifition to difpeople
the cöuntry, even more than perpetual
war, and all the numcrous colonies that
Spain had fent to the Weft -Indies : for
your lördfhip will find that Philip the
third drove more than nine hundred thou-

fand Morifcoes out of his dommions by
one edict, with fuch circumftances' of in-

humanity in the execution of it, as Spa-
niards alone could exereife, and that tri-
bunal, who had provoked ' this unhappy
race to reVolt, could alone approve. A-
broad , the conduet of thefe princes was
diredted by the fame wild fpirit of ambi-
tion : rafh in undertaking tho flow to ex-
ecute, and obflinate in purfuing tho un-
able to fueeeed, they opened a new fluice
to let out the little life and vis;our that re-O

mained in their monarehy . Philip the
fecond is faid to have been piqued againft
his uncle Ferdinand , for refufing to
yield the empire to him on the abdica-
tion of Charles the fifth. Certain it is,
that as much as he loved to difturb the

peacc
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peace of mankind, and to meddle in every
■quarrel thafhad the appearance of fup-
porting the Roman , and opprefiing every
other church , he meddled little in the
•affairs of Germany. But Ferdinand
and Maximilian dead, and the ofF-
fpring of Maximilian extincl, the kings
of Spain efpoufed the interefts of the
other branch of their family, entertained
remote views of ambition in favour of
their own branch , even on that fide, and
made all the enterprizes of Ferdinand
•of Gratz , both before and after his eleva-
tion to the empire, the common caufe of
the hoüfe of Auftria . What completed
their ruin was this : they knew not how
to lofe, nor when to yield. They ac-
knowledged the independency of the
Dutch Commonwealth, and became the
allies of their antient fubjedls at the treaty
of Munfter : but they would not forego
their ufurped claim on Portugal , and they
perfifted to carry on fingly the war againft
France . Thus they were reduced to fuch

Vol . LR a
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a lownefs of power as can hardly be pa-
rallelled in any other cafe : and Philip
the fourth was obliged at laft to conclude
a peace, on terms repugnant to his incli-
nation, to that of his people, to the in-
tereft of Spain, and to that of all Europe,
in the Pyrenean treaty.

As to France ; this aera of the entire

fall of the Spanifli power is likewife that
from which we may reckon that France
grew as formidable as we have feen her
to her neighbours in power and preten-
lions. Henry the fourth meditated great
defigns, and prepared to a£t a great part
in Europe in the very beginning of this
period, when Ravaillac ftabbed him.
His defigns died with him, and are rather
guelfed at than known j for furely thofe
which his hiftorian Perefixe and the

Compilers of Sülly 's memorMs afcribe
to him, of a chriftian Commonwealth,
divided into fifteen ftates, and of a fenate
to decide all difFerences, and to maintain

this
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this new conftitution of Europe, are too
chimerical to have been really his : but
his general deßgn of abafing the houfc
of Auftria, and eftablifhing the fuperior
power in that of Bourbon, was taken up
about twenty years after his death by
Richelieu , and was purfued by him,
and by Mazarin with fo much abi-
lity and fuccefs, that it was effedxed en-
tirely by the treaties of Weftphalia and
by the Pyrenean treaty \ that is, at the
end of the fecond of thofe periods I have
prefumed to propofe to your lordfhip.

When the third , in which we now
are, will end, and what circumftances
will mark the end of it, I know not:
but this I know, that the great events
and revolutions, which have happened in
the courfe of it, intereft us ftill more
nearly than thofe of the two precedent
periods. I intended to have drawn up
an elenchus or fummary of the three,
but I doubted on further reflectionj whe¬

ll 2 ther
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ther my memory would enable nie to dö
it with exaÄnefs enough : and I faw that
if I was äble to do it, the dedu&ion
would be immeafurably long. Some-
thing of this kind however it may be
reafonable to attempt, in fpeaking of the
laft period : which may hereafter occa-
fion a further trouble to your lordfhip.

But to give you fome breathing-timc,
I will poftpone it at prefent, and am in
the mean while,
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