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LETTER VII.

A fietch of the ftate and hiftory of Eu-
rope from the Pyrenean treaty in one
thoufand fix hundred and ffty -nine, to
the year one thoufand fix hundred and
eighty-eight.

t a \ H E firft pbfervation I fhall make
,§ on this third period of modern hi-

ftory is, that as the ambition of Charles
the fifth, who united the whole formi-
dable power of Auftria in himfelf , and
the reftlefs temper , the cruelty and bi-
gotry of Philip the fecond, were prin-
cipally pbjeds of the attention and folici-
tude of the Councils of Europe , in the
firft of thefe periods ; and as the ambi¬
tion of Ferdinand the fecond, and the
thir.d, who aimed at nothing lefs than
extirpating the proteftant intereft, and
under that pretence fubduing the Uber-,
ties of Germany, were objedts of the fame

R 3 kind



246 A Sketch of the History
kind in the fecond : fo an oppofition to
the growing power of France, or to fpeak
more properly to the exorbitant arnbition
of the houfe of Bourbon, has been the,
principal affair of Europe, during the
greateft part of the prefent period. The
defign of afpiring to univerfal monarchy
was imputed to Charles the fifth, as
foon as he began to give proofs of his
ambition and capacity. The fame defign
was imputed to Lewis the fourteenth,
as foon as he began to feel his own
ftrength , and the weaknefs of his neigh-
bours. Neither of thefe princes was in-
duced, I believe, by the fiattery of his
courtiers, or the apprehenfions of his ad-
verfaries, to entertain fo chimerical a de¬
fign as this would have been, even in
that falfe fenfe wherein the word univer¬
fal is fo often underftood : and I miftake
very much if either of them was of a
character , or in circumftances, to.under-
take it. Both of them had ftrong defires
to raife their families higher , and. tp ex-

tend
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tend their dominions farther ; but nekher
qf them had that bold and adventurous
ambition which makes a conqueror and
an hero . Thefe apprehenfions however
were given wifely, and taken ufefully.
They cannot be given nor taken too foon
when fuch powers as tbefe arife ; be-
caufe when fuch powers as thefe are be-
fieged as it were early, by the common
policy and watchfulnefs of their neigh-
bours, each of them may in his turn
of ftrength fally forth, and gain a little
ground ; but none of them will be able
to pufh their conquefts far, and much
lefs to confummate the entire proje&s of'
their ' ambition. Befides the occafional

oppofition that was given to Charles
the fifth by our Henry the eighth , ac-
cording to the different moods of humor
he was in ; by the popes, according to
the feveral turns of their private interefl;;
and by the princes «f Germany , accord¬
ing to the occafions or pretences that re-
ligion or civil liberty furnifhed ; he had

R 4 from



248 A Sketch of the History
from his firft fetting out a rival and an
enemy in Francis the firft, who d'vä
not maintain his caufe in forma pauperis,
if I may ufe fuch an expreflion : as we
have feen the houfe of Auftria fue, in our
daySj for dominion at the gate of every
palace in Europe . Francis the firft was
the principal in his own quarreis, paid
his own armtes, fought his own battles 5
and tho his valour alone did not hinder
Charles the fifth from fubduing all Eu¬
rope, as Bayle , a better philologer than
politician, fomewhere afierts, but a mul-
titude of other circumftances eafily to be
traced in hiftory ; yet he contributed by
his vidrories, and even by his defeats, to
warte the ftrength and check the courfe
of that growing power. Le wis the four-
teenth had no rival of this kind in the
houfe of Auftria, nor indeed any enemy
of this importance to combat, tili the
prince of Orange became king of Great-
Britain : and he had great advantages in
many other refpects, which it is neceffary

' tft
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to confider in order to mäke a true judg-
ment on the afFairs of Europe from the
year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty;
You will difcover the firft of thefe ad-

vantages, and fuch as were produktive
of all the reft, in the condudt of Riche¬
lieu and of Mazarin . Richelieu

formed the great defign, and laid the
foundations : Mazarin purfued the de¬
fign, and raifed the fuperftrudture . If I
do not deceive myfelf extremely, there
are few paffages in hiftory that deferve
your lordfhip's attention more than the
condudt that the firft and greateft of thefe
minifters held, in laying the foundations
I fpeak of. You will obferve how he
helped to embroil afFairs on every fide,
and to keep the houfe of Auftria at bay
as it were ; how he entered into the quar-
rels of Italy againft Spam, into that con-
cerning the Valteline, and that concern-
ing the fucceflion of Mantua j without
engaging fo deep as to divert him frorri
^nother great objedt of his policy, fubdu-

ing
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ing Rochelle and difarming the Hugue-
nots. You will obferve how he turned
himfelf, after this was done, to ftop the
progrefs of Ferdinand in Germany.
Whilft Spain fomented difcontents at the
court and diforders in the kingdom of
France , by all pomble means, even by
taking engagements with the duke of
Rohan , and for fupporting the prote-
flants ; Richelieu abetted the fame in-
tereft in Germany againft Ferdinand ;
and in the Low Countries againft Spain.
The emperor was become almofi: the
mafter in Germany . Christian the
fourth , king of Denmark , had been at
the head of a league, wherein the United
Provinces, Sweden, and lower Saxony en¬
tered to oppofe his progrefs : but Chri¬
stian had been defeated byTiLLY and
Valstein , and obliged to conclude a
treaty at Lubec , where Ferdinand gave
him the law. It was then tha'c Gusta-
vus Adolphus , with whom Richelieu
made an alliance3 entered ' into thrs war

and
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and foon turned the fortune of it. The
French minifter had not yet engaged his
mafter openly in the war j but when the
Dutch grew impatient and threatned to
renew their truce with Spain, unlefs
France declared ; when the king of Swe-
den was killed and the battle of Nord-
lingen loftj when Saxony had turned
again to the fide of the emperor , and
Brandenburg and fo many others had
followed this example, that Helfe almoft
alone perfifted in the Swedifli alliance:
then Richelieu engaged his mafter, and
profited of every circuraftance which the
conjuncture alforded, to engage him with
advantage. For firft he had a double
advantage by engaging fo late : that of
Coming frefh into the quarrel againfl a
wearied and almoft exhaufted enemy;
and that of yielding to the impatience of
his friends, who preifed by their neceffi-
ties and by the want they had of France,
gave this minifter an opportunity of lay-
ing thofe claims and eftablifjiing thofe

preten-
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pretenfions, in all his treaties with Hol¬
land, Sweden, and the princes and ftates
of the empire, oh wliich he had projefted
the future aggraridifement'of France. The
mahfter in which he engaged, and the an*
that he gave to his ehgagement, were ad-
vantages öf the fecond fort, advantages of
reputation and credit ; yet were thefe of
no fmall moment in the courfe of the
war, and operated ftrongly in favour of
France he defigned they fhould, even
after his death,and at and after the trea¬
ties of Weflphalia . ile varnifhed ambi-
tion with the moft plaufible and populär
pretences. The elccf or of Treves had put
himfelf linder the protection of France :
and, if I rememher right , he made this
ftep when the emperor could not proteft
him againft the Swedes, whom he had
reafon to apprehend . No matter, , the
governor of Luxemburg was ordered to
furprize Treves and to feize the eledlor.
He executed his Orders with fuccefs, and
carried this prince prifoner into Brabant

Richelieu
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Richelieu feized the lucky circum-
ftance ; he reclaimed the eieftor : and,
on the refufal of the cardinal Infant , the
war was declared. France , you fee, ap-
peared the common friend of Hberty,
the defender of it in the Low Countries
againft the king of Spain, and in Ger-
many againft the emperor, as well as the
protector of the princes of the empire,
many of whofe ftates had been illegajly
invaded, and whofe perfons were no
longer fafe from violence even in their
own palaces. All thefe appearances werc
kept up in the negotiations at Munfter,
where Mazarin reaped what Riche¬
lieu had fowed. The demands that
France made for herfelf were very great j
but the conjuncture was favourable, and
fhe improved it to the utmoft. No figure
could be more flattering than her 's, at
the head of thefe negotiations ; nor more
mortifying than the emperor 's through
the whole courfe of the treaty . The
princes and ftates of the empire had been

treated
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treated as vafials by the emperor : Frahce
determined them to treat with him bn
this occafion as fovereigns, and fupported
them in this determinatiön. Whilft Swe-
den feemed concerned for the proteftant
mtereft alone, and fhewed nö other re-
gard as fhe had no other alliance; France
afFedted to be impartial alike to the pro-
teftant and to the papift, and to have no
Intereft at heart but the common intereft
of the Germanic body. Her demands
were exceflive, but they were to be fa-
tisfied principally out of the emperor's
patrimonial dominions. It had been the
art of her minifters to eftablifh this ge-
neral maxim onfhäny particulär experi-
ence's, that the grändeur of France was
a real, and wöüld be a confiant fecurity
to the rights and liberties of the empire
againli the emperor : and if is no wonder
thcrefore , this maxim prevailing, inju-
ries, refentments and jeatoufies being frefh
on one fide, and fervices, obligations and
confidence on the other , that the Ger¬

mans
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rnans were not unwilling France fhould
extend her empire on this fide of the
Rhine , whilft Sweden did the fame oii
this fide of the Baltic. Thefe treaties,
and the immenfe credit and influence that
France had acquired by them in the em¬
pire, put it out of the power of one
branch of the houfe of Auftria to return
the obligations of affiftance to the other,
in the war that continued between France

and Spam, tili the Pyrenean treaty. By
this treaty the fuperiority of the houfe of
Bourbon over the houfe of Auftria was
not only completed and confirmed, but
the great defign of uniting the Spanifti
and the French monarchies under the
former was laid.

The third period therefore begins by
a great change of the balance of power
in Europe, and by the profped: of one
much greater and more fatal. Before I
defcend into the particulars I intend t®
rnention, of the courfe of affairs, and of

2 the
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the political condudl of the great powers
of Europe in this third periöd j give me
leave to caft my eyes once more back on
the fecond. The reflection I am going
to make feems to me important,- and
leads to all that is to followi

The Dutch niäde their peace feparate-
ly at Munfber with Spain, who acknow-
ledged then the fovereignty and indepen-
dency of their commonwealthi The
French , who had been, äfter our Eli¬
zabeth , their principal fupport, re~
proached them feverely for this breach
q{ faith. They excufed themfelves in
the beft manner , and by the beft reafons,
they could. All this your lordfhip will
find in the monuments of that time.

Butlthink it not improbable thät they
had a motive you will not find thergj
and which it was not proper to give as a
reafon or oxcufe to the French . Might
not the wife men amongfl them confider
even then, befides the immediate advan-

tages
I



and State of Europe . 257
täges that accrued by this treaty to their
Commonwealth, that the imperial power
was fallen ; that the power of Spain was
vaftly reduced j that the houfe of Auftria
was nothing more than the madow of a
great name, and that the houfe of Bour-
bon was advancing, by large ftrides, to a
degree of power as exorbitant, and as for-
midable as that of the other family had
been in the hands of Charles the fifth,
of Philip the fecond, and lately of the
two Ferdinands ? Might they not fore-
fee even then what happened in the
courfe of very few years, when they
were obliged for their own fecurity to
aflift their old enemies the Spaniards
againft their old friends the French ? I
think they miglit . Our Charles the
firft was no great politician, and yet he
feemed to difcern that the balance o£

0
power was turning in favour of France,
fome years before the treaties of Weft-
phalia. He refufed to be neuter, and
threatned to take part with Spain, if the

Vol . I . S French
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French purfaed the defign of befiegiiig
Dunkirk and Graveline, according to ä
concert taken betweeh them and the

Dutch , and in purfuance of a treaty
for dividing the Spanifh Low Coun-
tries, which Richelieu had negotiäted.
Cromwell either did not difcern this

turn of the bälance of power, long after-
■ward's when it ' wäs much more vifible;

or, difcerning it, he was induced by rea-
fons of private intereft to aft againft the
ge'neral intereft of Europe . Cromwell
joined with France againft ' Spain, and
tho he got Jamaica änd Dunkirk , he
drove the Spaniards into a neceflity of
makiiig a peace with France , tliat hias
difturbed the peace of the World almoft
fourfcore years, and the confequences of
which have well-nigh beggared in our
times the nation he enflaved in his. There

•
is .a tradition, I have heard it from per-t
fons":whalived in thofe days, and I believe
k came. from Thurlo , ihat Cromwell

was in treaty .with Spain, and ready to
. ; i . turn
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turn Iiis arms againft France when he
died. If this facf was certain, as little
as I honor his memory , I fhould have
fome regret that he died fo foon. But
whatever his intentions were, we muffc
charge the Pyrenean treaty, and the fatal
confequences of it, in great meafure to
his account. The Spaniards abhorred
the thought of marrying their Infanta to
Lewis the fourteenth . It was on this
point that they broke the negotiation-
Lionne had begun : and your lordfhip
will perceive, that if they refumed it äf-
terwards, and ofFered the marriage they
had before rejedted, Cromwell 's league
with France was a principal inducement
to this alteration of their refolutions.

The precife point at which the fcales
of power turn , like that of the folfticä
in either tropic, is imperceptible to com¬
mon obfervation : and, in one cafe as in
the other, fome progrefs muft be made
in the new diredtion, before the change

S 2 is



i6o Ä Sketch of the Histoäy.

is perceived. They who are in the fini -*
ing fcale, for in the political balance of
power , unlike to all others,.the fcale that
is empty links,, and that whieh is füll
rifes ; they who are in the finking fcale
do not eafily come off fror» the habitual
prejudices of fuperior wealth or power*
©r fkill or courage, nor from the con-
fidence that thefe prejudices infpire.,
They who are in the rifing fcale do not
i'mmediately feel their ßrength , nor a£-
&une that confidence in it which fuccefs*

ful experience gives them afterwards.
They who are the raoft concerned to
watch the variatioas of this balance, mif-
judge often in the fame manner, and
from the ferne prejudices.- They conti-
nue to dread a power no longer able to*
hurt them ;, or they continue to have no
apprehenfions of a power thatgrows daily
inore formidable. Spain verified the firffc
obfervation at the end of the fecond pe-
l'iod, when proud and poor, and enter-
prifing and feeble, flie ftill thought her-m
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telf a match for France . France verifie4
the fecond obfervation at the beginning
of the third period, wfren the triple alli-
ance ftopped the progrefs ©f her arms,
whieh alliances much more confiderable
were not able to efFect afterwards. The

other principal powers ofEurope , in their
turns , have verified the third obferva¬
tion in both its parte, through tljp whole
courfe of this period.

When Lewis the fovtrteenth took the
ädrniniftration of afFairs into his owa
hands, about the year ©ne tboufand fix
hundred and fixty, he was in the prime
of his age, and had what princes feldom.
have, the advantages of youth and thofe
of experience together . Their educa-
tion is generally bad ; for which reafon
royal birth, that gives a right to the
throne among ©ther people, gave an ab-
folute exclufion from it among the Ma-
malukes. His was in all refpe&s, except
one, as bad as that of other princes. He

S 3 jefted
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jefted fometimes-on his own ignorance,
and there were other defedts in bis cha-'
racTrer owing to his education, which he
did not fee. But Mazarin had initia-

ted him betimes in the myfteries of his
policy. He had feen.a great part of thofe
foundations laidj on which he was to
raife the. fabric of his future grandeur:
änd as Mazarin finifhed the work that
Richelieu began, he had the leflbns of
one, and the examples of both , to in-
ftrucl: him . He had acquired habits of
fccrecy and method , in buftnefs; of re-
ferve, difcretion, decency and dignity, in
behavioür. If he was not the gteatefl
king , he was the bert actor bf mäjefty at
leaft that ever filled a throne . He by no
rrleans wanted that courage which is'
comrhonly called bravery, tho the want*
of it was imputed to him in the midfl of
his greateft triumphs : nor that other
courage, lefs oftentatious and more rarely
found, calm, fteady, perfevering refolu-
tion ; which feems to arife lefs from the-

temper.
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temper of the body, and is ther'eföre called
courage of the mind. He had them both
moft certainly, and I could produce un--
queftionable aneedotes in proof- He was
in one word much fuperior to any prince
with whom he had to do, when he be-

gan to govern. He was furrounded with
great captains bred in former wars, and
with great minifters bred in the fame
fchool as himfelf. They who had worked
under Mazarin , worked on the fame
plan under him ; and as they had the
advantages of genius and experience over
moft of the minifters of other countries,

fo they had another advantage over thofe
who were equal or fuperior to them : the
advantage of ferving a mafter whofe ab-
folüte power was eftabliflied; and the
advantage of a fituation wherein thev

O - J

might exert their whole capacity withdut
contradidtion j over that , for inftance,
wherein your lordfliip's great grand-fa-
ther was placed, at the fame tiroe in
England, and John de Wit in HoUanef.

S 4 Among
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Among thefe tninifters, Colbbrt muft
be mentioned particularly upon this oc-
cafion; becaufe it was he who improved
the weaith, and confequently the power
of France extremely, by the order he
put into the finances, and by the encou-
ragement he gave to trade and manufac-
tures. The foil, the climate, the fitua-
tion of France , the ingenuity, the indu-
ftry, the vivacity of her inhabitants are
fuch j fhe has fo little want of the pror-
dudl: of other countries, and other coun-
tri.es have fo many real or imaginary
wants to be fupplied by her ; that when
fhe is not at war with all her neighbours,
when her domeftic quiet is preferved
and any tolerable adminiftratiqn pf go-
vernment prevails, fhe muft grow rieh
at the expence of thofe who trade, and
even of thofe who do not open a trade,
with her . Her bawbles, her modes, the
fpllies and extravagancies of her luxury,
coft England , about the time we are
fpeaking of, little lefs than eight hundred

thoufand
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thoufand pouads fterling a year, and
other nations in their proportions. Col-
bert made the raoft of all thcfe advan-
tageous circumftances, and whilft he filled
the national fpunge, he taught his fuc-
ceflbrs how to fqueeze it j a fecret that
he repented having difcovered, they fay,
when he faw the immenfe fums that
were necefläry to fupply the growing
magnificence of his marler,

This was the charader of Lewis the
fourteenth , and this was the ftate of his
kingdom at the beginning of the prefent
period. If his power was great, his pre-
tenlions were ftill greater. He had re-
nounced, and the infanta with his con-
fent had renounced, all right to the fuo
jeeflion of Spain, in the ftrongeft terms
that the precaution of the Councils of
Madrid could contrive. No matter ; he
confented to thefe renunciations5 but your
lordfliip will find by the letters of Ma-
ZARIN and by other memorials, that he

3 acted
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acted on the contrary principle, frorn the
iirft, which he avowed foon afterwards.
Such a power, and fuch pretenfions,
fhould have given, one would think, an
immediate alarm to the reft of .Europe.
Philip the fourth was broken and de- ,

cayed, like the monarchy he governed.
One of his fons died, as I remember , du¬
ring the negotiations that preceded the
year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty:
and the furvivor, who was Charles the
fecond, rather languiilied than lived from
the cradle to the grave. So dangerour
a contingency, therefore , as the union
ef the two monarchies of France and-

Spain being in view forty years together;
one would imagine, that the principal
powers of Europe had the means öf pre-
venting it conftantly in view during the
fame time. But it was otherwife. France

adled very fyftematically from the year
one thoufand fix hundred and fixty, to
the death of king Charles the fecond
©f Spain,. She never loft fight of her

great
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great objedt, the fucceffion to the whole
Spanifh monarchy ; and ftie accepted the
will of the king of Spain in favour of the
duke of Anjou. As fhe never loft fight
of her great objedt during this time, fo.
Ihe loft no opportunity of increafing her
power, while fhe waited for that of fud-
eeeding in her pretenfions. The two
branches öf Auftria were in no condition

of making a confiderable oppofition to

her defigns and attempts. Holland , who
of all other powers was the moft con-
cerned to oppofe them , was at that time
under two influences that hindered her

from purfuing her true intereft . Her
true intereft was to have ufed her utmoft

endeavours to unite clofely and intimately
with England dn the reftoration of king
Charles . . 5he did the very contrary.
John de Wit , at the head of the Louve-
ftein faclion, governed. The intereft of
his party was to keep the houfe of Orange
down : he courted therefore the friend- ,

fhip of France ^ and negledled that of
England,
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England . The alliance between our na»
tion and the Dutch was renewed, I think,
in one thoufand fix hundred and fixty»*
two j but the latter had made a defenfive
league with France a little before, on the
fuppofition prineipally of a war with Eng¬
land. The war became inevitable very
foon. Cromwell had chaftifed them
for their ufurpations in trade and the out-
rages and cruelties they had committed;
but he had not cured them . The fame
fpirit continued in the Dutch , the fame
refentments in the Englifh : and the pique
of merchants became the pique of nations.
France entered into the war on the fide
of Holland ; but the little affiftance fhe
gave the Dutch fhewed piain enough that
her intention was to make thefe two

powers walle their ftrength againft one
another , whilft fhe extended her con-
quefts in the Spanifh Low Countries,
Her invafion of thefe provinces obliged
De Wit to change his condu£i Hi-
therto he had been attached to France in

the
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ehe clofeft manner, had led his republie
to ferve all the purpofes of France , and
had renewed with the marmal D 'Estra-

des a project of dividing the Spanifli Ne¬
therlands between France and Holland»

that had been taken up formerly, whert
Richelieu made ufe of it toflatter their

ambition, and to engage them to prolong
the war againft Spain. A project not un-
like to that which was held out to therri

by the famous prelirainaries, and the ex¬
travagant barrier -treaty, in one thoufand
feven hundred and nine ; and which en-

gaged them to continue a war on the
principle of ambition, into which they
had entered with more reafonable and
more moderate views.

As the private interefts of the two Ds
Wits hindered that common-wealth

from being on her guard, as early as-
fhe ought to have been againft France*
fo the miftaken policy of the court of
England , and the fliort views, and the

profufe
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profufe temper of the prince who gö*>
verned, gave great advantages to Lewis
the fourteenth in the purfuit of his de-
figns. He bought Dunkirk : arid your
lordmip knows how great a elamour was
raifed on that occafion againft your noble
anceflor • as if he alone had been anfwer-
äble for the meafure, and his intereft had
been cöncerned in it. I have heard our
late friend Mr . George Clark quote ä
witnefs, who was quite unexceptionable,
but I canribt recal his name at prefentj
who many years after all thefe tranfac-
tions, änd the death of my lord Cla-
rendoNj affirmed, that the earl of Sand¬
wich had owned to him, that he himfelf
gave his opinion 'among many others,
ofhcers, and minifters, for felling Dun¬
kirk . Thcir reafons could not be good,
I prefume to fay ; but feveral that might
be plaufible at that time are eafily guef.
Ted. A Prince like King Charles , who
would have made as many bad bargains

2 " as
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as any young fpendthrift for money, find-
ing himfelf thus bäcked, we may uffurc
ourfelves was peremptorily determined to
feil : and whatever your great grand-fa-
ther 's opinion was, this I am able to pro-
nounce upon my own experience, that
his treaty for the fale is no proof he was
of opinion to feil. When the refolution
of felling was once taken, to whom could
the fale be made ? to the Dtftch ? No.
This meafure would have been at leafl as

impolitic, and in that moment perhaps
more odious than the other . To the

Spaniards ? They were unable to buy:
and as low as their power was funk, the
principle of oppofing it ftill prevailed. I
have fometimes thought that the Spa.-
niards, who were forced to make peace
with Portugal and to renounce all claim
to that crown, four or five years after-
wards, might have been induced to take
this refolution then ; if the regaining
Dunkirk without any expence had been
a condition propofed to them : and that

the
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the Portuguefe, who notwithftandirig
their alliance with England and the indi¬
rekt fuccours that France afforded them,
were little able, after the treaty efpeci-
ally, to fupport a war againft Spain,
might have been induced to pay the price
of Dunkirki for fo great an advantage as
immediate peace with Spain, and the ex-
tincÜon of all foreign pretences on their
crown . But this fpeculation, concern-
ing events fo long ago pafTed, is not
much to the purpofe here . I proceed
therefore to obferve that notwithftanding
the fale of Dunkirk , and the fecret lean*
Ings of our court to that of France, yet
England was firfl: to take the älarm, when
Lewis the fourteenth invaded the Spa-
jiifh Netherlands in one thoufand fix hun¬
dred and lixty feven : and the triple al-
liance was the work of an Englifh Mini-
ßer . It was time to take this alarm ; for
from the moment that the king of France
claimed a right to the county of Burgun-
dy, the dutchy of Brabant, and other

pörtiöhs
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pörtions of the low courttries, äs devol-
Ved on I is queen by the death of her fa-
ther Philip the fourth-, he pulled off the
mafk entirely. Vokimes were writ to ef-
tablifh, and to refute this fuppofed right.
Your lordfhip no doubt will look into a
eontroverfy that has employed To many
pens and fö many fwords ; and I believe
you will think it was fufficiently hold in
the French , to argue from cuftoms, that
regulated the courfe of private fucceffions
in certain provinees, to a right of fueeeed-
ing to the fovereignty of thofe provinees :
and to affert the divifibility of the Spanifh
monarchy, with the fame breath with
which they afferted the indivifibility of
their own ; altho the proofs in one cafe
were juft as good äs the proofs in the
other> and the fundamental law of indi¬
vifibility was at leaft as good a law in
Spain, as either this or the falique law
was in France . But however proper it
might be for the French and Auftrian
pens to enter into long difeuffions, and

Vol . l T to
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to appeal on this great occafion to the refl
of Europe ; the refl: of Europe had a
ihort objeclion to make to the plea of
France, which no fophifms, no quirks of
law could evade. Spain accepted the re-
nunciations as a real fecurity : France
gave them as fuch to Spain, and in effecl
,to the refl of Europe. If they had not
been thus given and thus taken, the Spa-
niards would not have married their In-

fanta to the king of France, whatever
iiirtrefs they might have endured by the
Prolongation of the war. Thefe renun-
ciations were renanciations of all rights
whatfoever to the whole Spanifh monar-
ehy, and to every part of it. The pro-
yinces claimed by France at this time
were parts of it. To claim them, was
therefore to claim the whole ; for if the
renunciations were no bar to the rights
accruing to Mary Ther esa on the death
of her father Philip the fourth , neither
could they be any to the rights that would
acerufi to her and her children, on the

3 death
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deäth of her brother Charles the fe~

cond : an unhealthful youth, and whc*
at this irrftant was in immediate danger
©f dying ; for to all the complicated di-
■ftempers he brought into the world with
him , the fmall-pox was added. Your
lordlhip fees how the fatal contingency
of uniting the two monarchies of France
and Spain ftared mankind in the face;
and yet nothing that I can remember was
done to prevent it : not fo much as a gua-
ranty given, or a declaration made, ta
affert the validity of thefe renunciations,
and for fecuring the efFeä: of them.
The triple alliance indeed ftopped the
progrefs of the French arms, and pro-
duced the treaty of Aix la Chapelie. But
England , Sweden, and Kolland, the con¬
tracting powers in this alliance, feemed
to look, and probably did look, no farther.
France kept a great and important part
of what fhe had furprized, or ravifhed,
er puröhafed ; for we cannot fay with any
propriety that £he conquered : and the

T 2 Spa-
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Spaniards were obliged to fet all the"y
faved to the account of gain. The Ger*
man branch of Auftria had been reduced
very low in power and in credit under
Ferdinand the third, by the treaties
of Weftphalia, as I have faid already.
Lewis the fourteenth maintained, during
many years, the influence thefe treaties
had given him among the princes and
fcates of the empire. The famous capi-
tulation made at Frankfort on the elec-
tion of Leopold , who fucceeded Fer¬
dinand about the year one thoufand fix
hundred and fifty-feven, was encouraged
by the intrigues of France : and the
power of France was looked upon as the
ible power that could ratify and fecure
crFedlually the obfervation of the condi-
tions then made. The league of the
Rhine was not renewed I believe after
the year one thoufand fix hundred and
iixty-fix ; but tho this league was not
renewed, yet fome of thefe princes and
ilatcs continucd in their oid engagements

with
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with France : whilft others took new
engagements on particular occafions, ac-
cording as private and fometimes very
paultry interefts, and the emiflaries of
France in all their little courts, difpofed
them . In fhort the princes of Germany
fhewed no alarm at the growing ambi-
tion and power of Lewis the fourteenth,
but contributed to encouräge one, and tö
confirm the other . In fuch a ftate of
things the German branch was little able
to affift the Spanifh branch againft France,
either in the war that ended by the Py-
renean treaty, or in that we are fpeaking
of here, the fhort war that began in one
thoufand fix hundred and fixty-feven, and
was ended by the treaty of Aix la Cha-̂
pelle, in one thoufand fix hundred and
fixty-eight. But it was not this alone
that difabled the Emperor from adting
with vigour in the caufe of his family
then, nor that has rendered the houfe of
Auftria a dead weight upon all her allies
ever fince. Bigotry, and its infeparable

T 3 com-
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cömpanion, cruelty, as well as the tyranny
and avarice of the eourl of Vienna, created
in thofe days, and has maintained in ours,
almoft a perpetual diverfion of the impe^
rial arms from all effectual oppoütion to
France . I mean to fpeak of the traubles
in Hungary . Whatever they became in
their progrefs, they were caufed origi-
nally by the ufurpations and perfecutions
of the emperor : apd when the Hunga>-
rians were called rebels firft, they were
called fo for no other reafon than this,
that they would not be flaves. The do-
minion of the emperor bcing lefs {up-
portable than that pf the Türks , this un-
happy people opened a door to the latter
to infeft the empire, inftead of making
their country what it had been before,
a barrier againft the Ottoman power,
France became a fure, tho fecret ally of
the Türks , as well as the Hungarians,
and has found her account in it, by keep-
ing the emperor in perpetual alarms on
fhat fide, whiie fhe ha§ ravaged the em-

pire
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pire and the Low Countries on the other-.

Thus we faw, thirty-two years ago, the
arms of France and Bavaria in pofleffion
of Pafiau, and the malcontents of Hun-

gary in the fuburbs of Vienna. In a
word , when Lewis the fourteenth made

the firft eflay of his power, by the war
of one thoufand fix hundred and fixty-
feven, and founded as it were the Coun¬

cils of Europe concerning his pretenfiona
on the Spanifh fuceeffion, he found his

power to be great beyond what his neigh-
bours or even he perhaps thought it:

great by the wealth, and greater by the
tmited fpirit of his people ; greater fiilt

by the ill policy, and divided interefts
that governed thofe who had a fuperior
common intereft to oppofe him. He
found that the members of the triple

alliance did not fee, or feeing did not

think proper to own that they faw, the
injuftice, and the confequence of bis

pretenfions. They contented themfelves
to give to Späin an a<ä of guaranty for

T 4 fecuring



2B0 A Sketch of the History
fecuring the execution of the treaty of
Aix la Chapelle. He knew even then
how ill the guaranty would be obferved'
by two of them at leaft, by England and
by Sweden. The treaty itfelf was no-?
thing more than a compofition between
the bully and the bullied. Tournay , and
Lifle, and Doway, and other places that
I have forgot, were yielded to him : and
he reftored the county of Burgundy, ao
eording to the Option that Spain made,
againft: the intereft and the expedtation
too of the Dutch , when an Option was
forced upon her . The king of Spain
compounded for his pofieflion: but the
emperor compounded at the fame time
for his fucceffion, by a private eventual
treaty of partition, which the Commander
of Gremonville, and the count of Averf-
berg figned at Vienna. The fame Leo¬
pold , who exclaimed fo loudly in one
thoufand fix hundred and ninety eighfc

' againft any partition of the Spanifli mo-
narchy, and refufed tp fobmit to that

which
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which England and Holland had then
made, made one himfelf in one thoufand
fix hundred and fixty eight, with fo lit-
tle regard to thefe two powers, that the
whole ten provinces were thrown into
the lot of France.

There is no room to wonder if fuch

experience as Lewis the fourteenth had
upon this occafion, and fuch a face of af-
fairs in Europe, raifing his hopes, raifed
his ambition : and if, in making Peace at
Aix la Chapelle, he meditated a new
war, the war of one thoufand fix hun¬
dred and feventy two ; the preparations
he made for it by negotiations in all
parts, by alliances wherever he found in-
greflion, and by the increafe of his for-
ces, were equally proofs of ability, in-
duftry and power. I {hall not defcend
into thefe particulars : your lördfhip will
find them pretty well detailed in the me-
morials of that time. But one of the ak
liances he made I muH mention, tho I

mention
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mention it with the utmoft regret and
indignation. England was fatally en-
gaged to a& a part in this confpiracy a-
gainft the peace and the liberty of Eu-
rope : nay, againft her own peace and
her own liberty ; for a bubble's part it
was, equally wicked and impolitic. For^
give the terms I ufe, my lord : none can
be too ftrong. The *principles of the
triple alliance, juft and wife, and worthy
of a king of England, were laid afide.
Then , the progrefs of the French arms
was to be checked, the ten provinces
were to be faved, and by faving them
the barrier of Holland was to be prefer-
ved. Now we joincd our Councils and
our arms to thofe of France, in a projedl
that could not be carried on at all, as it
was eafy to forefee and as the event
fhewed, unlefs it was carried on againft
Spain, the emperor, and moft of the
princes of Germany, as well as the Dutch;
and which could not be carried on fuc-

cefsfully, without leaving the ten pro¬
vinces
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vinces entirely at the mercy of France, and
giving her pretence and opportunity of
ravaging the empire, and extending her
jconquefls on the Rhine . The medal of
Van Beuninghen , and other pretence«
that France took for attacking the ftates
of the low countries, were ridiculous.
They impofed on no one : and the true
öbjecl: of Lewis the fourteenth was ma«
nifeft to all. But what could a king of
England mean ? Charles the fecond had
reafons of refentment againft the Dutch,
and jufl ones too no doubt. Among the
reft, it was not eafy for him to forget the
affront he had fuffered and the lofs he

had fuftained, when , depending on the
peace that was ready to be figned, and
that was figned at Breda in July , he ne-
gleäed to fit out Iiis fleet: and when that
of Holland, commanded by Ruyter,
with Cornelius De Wit on board as

deputy or commiflioner of the ftates,
burnt his fhips at Chatham in June , The
famous perpetual edid , as it was called

but
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but diel not prove in the event , againft the
election of a ftate -holder , whkh John
De Wit promoted , carried , and obliged
the prince of Orange to fwear to maintain
a very few days after the conclufion of
the peace at Breda , might be another
motive in the breaft of king Charles the
fecond i as it was certainly a pretence of
revenge on the Duich , or at leaft on the
De . Wits and the Loaveflein fadlion

that ruled almoft defpotically in that com-
mon -wealth . But it is piain that neither
thefe reafons , nor others of a more antient
date , determined him to this alliance
with France ; fince he contracled the tri-
ple alliance within four or five months
after the two events , I have mentioned,
happened . What then did he mean r
Did he mean to acquire one of the feven
provinces , and divide them , as the Dutch
had twice treated for the divißon of the

ten , with France ? I believe not ; but this
I believe , that his inclinations were fa?-

vourable to the popifh interefl in genera ],
and
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and that he meant to jnake himfelf more
.abiblute at hörne j that he thought it ne-
ceilaty to this end to humble the Dutch,
to reduce their power, and perhaps to
ehange the form of their government ; to
deprive his fubjecls of the correfpondence
with a neighbouring proteftant and free
itate, and of all hope of fuccour and fup-
port from thence in their oppofition to
him j in a word to abett the defigns of
France on the continentj that France
might abett his defigns on his own king-
dom. This I fay I believe, *änd this I
fhould venture to affirm; if I had in my
hands to produce, and was at liberty to
quote, the private relations I have red
formerly, drawn up by thofe who werc
no enemies to fuch defigns, and on the
authority of thofe who were parties to
them . But whatever king Charles the
fecond meant, certain it is, that his eon-
duet ellablifhed the fuperiority of France
in Europe.

But
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But this charge however muft not be
confined to him alone. Thofe who were
nearer the danger, thofe who were ex-
pofed to the immediate attacks of France,
and even thofe who were her rivals for
the fame fucceßion, having either affifted
her , or engaged to remain neuters. Ä
ftrange fatality prevailed, and produced
fuch a conjundture as can hardly be pa-
rallelled in hiftory. Your lordfhip will
obferve with aftonifhment, even in the
beginningtof the year one thoufand fix
hundred and feventy two, all the neigh-
bours of France acting as if they had no¬
thing to fear from her, and fome as if
they had much to hope, by helping her
to opprefs the Dutch and fharing with
her the fpoils of that common-wealth.
Delenda effc Carthago, was the cry in
England , and feemed too a maxim on
the continent.

In
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In the courfe of the fame year, you
will obferve that all thefe powers took the
alarm, and began to unite in oppofition to
France . Even England thought it time to
interpofe in favour of the Dutch . The
confequences of this alarm, of this fud-
den turn in the policy ©f Europe , and of
that which happened by the maffacre of
the De Wits , and the elevation of the
prince of Orange in the government of
the feven provinces, faved thefe provin¬
ces, and ftopped the rapid progrefs of the
arms of France . Lewis the fourteenth
indeed furprifed the feven provinces in
this war, as he had furprifed the ten in.
that of one thoufand fix hundred and fixty
feven, and ravaged defencelefs countries
with armies fufficient to conquer them , if
they had been prepared to refift. In the
war of one thoufand fix hundred and fe-

venty two, he had little lefs than one
hundred and fifty thoufand men on foot,
befides the bodies of Englifh, Swifs, Ita-

lians^
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lians, and Swedes, that amounted to thif*
ty of forty thoufand more. With this
rnighty force he took forty pläces in forty
days, impofed extravagant conditions öf
peace, played the monarch ä little while
at Utrecht j and äs foon as the Dutch re^
covered fröm their confternation, and, a-
nimated by the example of the prince of
Orange and the höpes of fuccour, refufed
thefe conditions, he went back to Ver-

failles, and left his generals to carry on
his enterprize : which they did with fo
little fuccefs, that Grave and Maeftricht
alone remained to him of all the boafted

conquefts he had made ; and even thefe
he offered two years afterwards to reflore,
if by that conceffion he could have pre-
Vailed on the Dutch at that time to makö

peace with him . But they were not yet
difpofed to abandon their allies ; for allies
now they had. The emperof and the
king of Spain had engaged in the quar-
rel againft France , and many of the
princes of the ernplre had done the fame.

Not

I
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Not all. The Bavarian continued öbfti-
nate in his neutrality, and, to mention no
more, the Swedes made a great divjerfion
in favour of France in the erapire ; where
the duke of Hanover abetted their de-
figns as much as he could, for he was a
zealous partifan of France , tho the other
princes of his houfe actcd for the com¬
mon caufe. I defcend into no more par-
ticuiars. The war that Lewis the four-
teenth kindled by attacking in fo violent
a manner the Dutch Commonwealth, and
by making fq arbitrary an ufe of his firft
fuccefs, became general, in the Low
Countries, in Spain, in Sicily, on the
Upper and lower Rhine , in Denmark,
in Sweden, and in the provinces of Ger-
many belonging to thefe two crowns, on
the Mediterranean, the Ocean, and the
Baltic. France fupported this war with
advantage on every fide : and when your
lordfhip confiders in what manner it was
carried on againft her, you will not be
furprifed that fhe did fo. Spain had fpirit,

Vol . I. U but
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but too little ftrength to maintain her
power in Sicily, where Meffina had re-
volted ; to defend her frontier on that
fide of the Pyrenees, and to refift the
great erForts of the French in the Low
Countries. The empire was dividedj
and, even among the princes who acled
againil France , there was neither union
in their Councils, nor concert in their
projedts, nor order in preparations, nor
vigour in execution : and, to fay the truth,
there was not, in the whole confederacy,
a man whofe abilitie&could make him a

match for the prince of Conde or the
marfhal of Turennenor many who
were in any degree equal to Luxem¬
burg , Crequi , Schömberg , and other
generals of inferior note, who commanded
the armies of France . The emperor took
this very time to make new invafions on
the liberties of Hungary , and to opprefs
bis proteflant fubjefts. The prince of
Orange alone acted with invincible firm-
nefs, like a patriot, and a hero » Neither

the
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ttte fedudtions of Franee nor thofe of Eng¬
land, neither the temptations of ambitioti
nor thofe of private intereft, could make-
him fwerve from the true intereft of his
country-j nor from the common intereft
öf Europe ; He had raifed more fieges,
änd loft more battlesj it was faid, than
äny general of his age had done. Be it
fo. But his defeäts were manifeftly due
in great meafure to circumftänces inde-
pendent on him : and that fpirit, which.
even thefe defeats could not deprefs, was
all his owm He had diftlculfees in his
own Commonwealth; the governors of the
Spanifh Low Countries crofted his meä-.
fures fometimes ; the German allies dif-
appointed and baoke them often : and it
is not improbable that he was frequently
betrayed. He was fo perhaps even by
Souches , the imperial general ; aFrench-
man according to Bayle , and a penlioner
of Louvois according to common report,
and very ftrong appearances. He had
not yet credit and authority fufficient to

U 2 make
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make him a centre of union to a whole

confederacy, the foul that animated anxi
diredted fo great a body. He came to be
fuch afterwardsj but at the time fpoken
of he could not take fo great a part upon
him . No other prince •or general was
equal to k : and the confequences of this.
defedt appeared almoft in every Operation.
France was furrounded by a multitude
of enemies, all intent to demolim her

power . Bat, like the builders of Babel,
they fpoke dirferent languages : and as
thofe could not build, thefe could not
demolifli, for want of underftanding one
another . France improved this advan-
tage by her arms, and more by her ne-
gotiations. Nimeghen was, after Cologn,
the fcene of thefe. England was the me-
diating power , and I know not whether
our Charles the fecond did not ferve her

purpofes more ufefully in the. latter, and
under the charader of mediator, than
he did or could have done by joining
bis arms to her 's, and acling as her ally,

The
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The Dutch were induced to fign a treaty
with him, that broke the confederacy,
and gave great advantage to France : for
the purport of it was to oblige France
and Spain to make peace 011a plan to be
propofed to them , and no mention was
made in it of the other älliesthat I remem-

ber . The Dutch were glad to get out
of an expenfive war. France promifed
to reftore Maeftricht to them , and Maef-
tricht was the only place that remained
unrecovered of all they had loft. They
dropped Spain at Nimeghen as they had
dropped France at Munfter ; but many
circumftances concurred to give a much
worfe grace to their abandoning of Spain,
than to their abandoning of France . I
need not fpecify them : this only I would
obferve. When they made a feparate
peace at Munfter , they left an ally who
was in condition to carry on the war a-
Jone with advantage, and they prefumed
fco impofe no terms upon him : when
they made a feparate peace at Nime-

U 3 ghenr
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ghen , they abandoned an ally who was
in no condition to carry on the war alone,
and who was reduced to accept whatever
terms the common enemy prefcribed.
In their great diflrefs in one thpufand fix
hundred and feventy three , they enga-
ged to reftore Maeftricht to the Spani-
ards as foon as it fhould be retaken : it
was not retaken, and they accepted it for
themfelves as the price of the feparate
peace they made with France . The
Dutch had engaged farther , to make nei-
ther peace nor truce with the king of
France , tili that prince confented to re-
ftore to Spain all he had concruered fince
the Pyrenean treaty. But far from keep-
ing this promife in any tolerable dcgree,
Lewis the fourteenth acquired by the
plan impofed on Spain at Nimeghen , be-
fides the county of Burgundy, fo many
pther countries and towns on the fide of
the ten Spanifh provinces, that thefe,
jädded to the places he kept of thofe
sv-hich \izd been yielded to liim by the

treaty
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treaty of Aix la Chapelle (for fome of
little confequence he reftored) put into
his hands the principal flrength of that
barrier, againfl which we goaded our-
felves almofl to death in the laft great
war ; and made good the faying of the
marfhal of Schömberg , that to attack

this barrier was to take the beafl by his
horns. I know very well what may be
faid to excufe the Dutch . The emperor
was more intent to tyrannize his fubjedls
on one fide than to defend them on the

other . He attempted little againfl France,
and the little he did attempt was ill or-
dered , and worfe executed. The aflifl-
ance of the princes of Germany was
often uncertain, and always expenfive.
Spain was already indebted to .Holland
for great fums ; greater (tili mufl be ad-
vanced to her if the war continued : and

experience fhewed that France was able,
and would continue, to prevail againfl her
prefent enemies. The triple league had
Äopped her progrefs and obliged her to

U 4 abandon
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abandon the county of Burgundy ; but
Sweden was now engaged in the war on
the fide of France, as England had been
in the beginning of it : and England was
now privately favourable to her interefls,
as Sweden had been in the beginning of
it. The whole ten provinces would have
been fubdued in the courfe of a few cam-
paigns more : and' it was better for Spain
and the Dutch too, that part ßiould be
faved by accepting a fort of compofition,
than the whole be rifqued by refuling it.
This might be alledged to excufe the
conduct of the States General, in impo-
fing hard terms on Spain; in making
none for their other allies, and in figning
alone : by which fteps they gave France
an oppoi'tunity that fhe improved with
great dexterity of managementj the op-
portunity. of treating with the confede-
rates one by one, and of beating them
by detail in the cabinet, if I may fo fay,
as,fhe had often done in the field. I fliall
not compare thefe reafons, which were

but
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but too well founded in fact, and muft'
appear plaulible at leaft, with other con-
fiderations that might be, and were at
the time, infifted upon. I confine myfelf
to a few obfervations, which every know-
ing and impartial man muft admit. Your
lordfhip will obferve firft that the fatal
principle of compounding with Lewis
the fourteenth , from the time that his
pretenfionSj his power, and the ufe he
made of it, began to threaten Europe,
prevailed ftill more at Nimeghen tĥ n it
had prevailed at Aix : fo that altho he
did not obtain to the füll all he attempted,
yet the dominions of France were by com¬
mon confent, on every treaty, more and
more extended ; her barriers on all fides
were more and more ftrengthened ; thofe
of her neighbours were more and more
weakened ; and that powef, which was
to affert one day, againft the reft of Eu¬
rope the pretended rights of the houfe of
Bourbon to the Spanifh monarchy, was
more and more eftablifhed, and rendered

. 3 • trwl7
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truly formidable in fuch hands at leaft,
during the courfe of the firft eighteen
years of the period. Your lordfhip will
pleafe to obferve, in the fecond place, that
the extreme weaknefs of one branch of
Auftria, and the miferable conduct of
both ; the poverty of fome of the princes
of the empire, and the difunion, and, to
fpeak plainly, the mercenary policy of all
of them ; in fhort , the confined views}
the falfe notions, and , to fpeak as plainly
of my own as of other nations, the ini-
quity of the Councils of England , not
only hindred the growth of this power
from being ftopped in time, but nurfed
it up into ftrength almoft infuperable by
any future confederacy. A third obfer-
vation is this . If the excufes made for
the condudt of the Dutch at Nimeghen
are not fuflicient, they too muft come in
for their fhare in this condemnation even
alter the death of the De Wits j as they
were to be condemned moft juftly , du-
wng that adaii :ü:lration , for abetting and

fayouring
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favouring France . If thefe excufes,ground-
ed on their inability to purfue any longer
a war, the principal prolit of which was
to accrue to their confederates, for that
was the cafe after the year one thoufandfix
hundred and feventy-three , or one thou-
fand fix hundred and feventy-four, and the
principal bürden of which was thrown
on .them by their confederates j if thefe
are fufficient, they fhould not have adted,
for decency's fake as well as out of good
policy, the part they did aö: in one thou-
fand feven hundred and eleven and one
jhoufand feven hundred and twelve, to-
wards the late queen, who had com-
plaints of the fame kind, in a much higher
degree and with circumftances much
more aggravating, to make of them , of
the emperor , and of all the princes of
Germany ; and who was far from treat-
ing them and their other allies at that
$ime, as they treated Spain and their
pther allies in one thoufand fix hundred
and feventy-eight . Immediately after the

Dutch
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Dutch had made their peace, thät of
Spain was figned with France . The em-
peror 's treaty with this crown and that
of SwedSn was concluded in the follow-
ing year : and Lewis the fourteenth be-
ing now at liberty to affin: his ally, whilil
he had tied up the powers with whom
he had treated frorn affifting theirs, he
.foon forced the läng of Denmark and
the elector of Brandenburg to reflore all
they had taken frorn the Swedes, and to
conclude the peace of the north . In all
thefe treaties he gave the law, and he
was now at the higheft point of his gran-
deur . He continued at this point for fe-
veral years, and in this height of his
power he pf epared thofe alliances againft
it, under the weight of which he was at

> iaft well-nigh opprefTed; and might have
been reduced as low as the general inte-
reft of Europe required, if fome of the
caufes which worked now had not conti¬
nued to work in his favour, and if his
cnernies had not proved, in their turn of

fortune4
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fortu,ne, as infatiable as profperity had
rendered him.

After he had made peace wlth all
the powers with whom he had been in
war, he continued to vex böth Spain and
the empire, and to 'extend his conquefts
in the Low Countries, and on the Rhine,
both by the pe!T~arn4-4ke_4ward .__He e-
recled the Chambers of Metz and of Bri-

fach, where his own fubjefts were pro-
fecutors, witneffes, and judges all at once.
Upon the decifions of thefe tribunals, he
feized into his own hands, under the no-
tion of dependencies and the pretence of
reunions, whatever towns or diftridls of
country tempted his arabition, or fuit-
ed his conveniency : and added by thefe
and by other means, in the midrl of
peace, more territories to thofe the late
treaties had yielded to him, than he could
have got by continuing the War . He
afted afterwards in the fupport of all
this, without any bounds or limits. His-

glorv
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glory was a reafon for attäcking Holland
in one thoufand fix hundred and feventy~
two,and his conveniencya reafon formany
of the attacks he made on others after^
wards. He took Luxemburg by forces
he ftole Strafburg, he bought Cafäl, and
whilft he waited the opportunity of ac-
quiring to his family the crown of Spain,
he was not without thoughts nor hopes
perhaps of bringing into it the imperial
crown likewife. Some of the cruelties
he exercifed in the empire may be afcrib-
ed to his difappointment in this view : I
fay fome of them , becaufe in the war
that ended by the treaty of Nimeghen,
he had already exercifed many, Tho the
French writers endeavour to Aide over
them , to palliate them , and to impute
them particularly to the Englifh that
were in their fervice; for even this one of
their writers has- the front to advance :
yet thefe cruelties, unheard .of among ci-
vilized nations, muft be granted to have
been ordered by the Councils, and exet

i euted
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cuted by the arms of France, in the Pa-
latinate, and in other parts.

If Lewis the fourteenth couldhave
contented himfelf with the acquifitions
that were confirmed to him by the treaties
of one thoufand fix hundred and feventy-
eight , and one thoufand fix hundred and
fevemy-nine , ârtd-woth the aut hority and
reputation which he then gained ; it is
piain that he would have prevented the
alliances that were afterwards formed a-

gainft him ; and that he might have re-
gained his credit amongft the princes of
the empire, where he had one family-al-
liance by the marriage of his brother
to the daughter of, the eleäror Palatine,
and another by that of his fon to the
lifter of the eledtor of Bavaria, where
Sweden was clofely attached to him, and
where-the fame principles of private inte-
reft would have foon attached others as

clofely. He might have remained not
only the principal, but the diredting pow¬

er
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er of Europe , and have held this rank
with all the glory imaginable, tili the
death of the king of Spain, or fome other
objecl of great ambition, had determL-
ned him to ad another part. But in-
ftead of this, he continued to vex and
provoke all thofe who were, unhappily
for them, his neighbours, and that in
nfäriy iniranccs for trifles. An example
of this kind occurs to nie. On the death
of the duke of Deux Fonts, he feized
that little inconfiderable dutchy, without
any regard to the indifputable right of
the kings of Sweden, to the fervices that
crown had rendered him, or to the want
he might have of that alliance hereafter.
The conTequence was, that Sweden en¬
tered with the emperor , the king of
Spain, the eleäor of Bavaria, and the
States General, into the alliance of gua-
ranty, as it was called, about the year
one thoufand fix hundred and eighty
three , and into the famous league of

Auiburg,
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Aufburg, in one thoüfand fix hundred
and eighty-fix.

Since I have mentioned this Ieâ ue,
■■̂ ? r' . . ■ ,. . Ö - *

and fince we may date from it a more
general, and more concerted oppofition
to France than there had been before ;
give me leave to recal fome of the re-
fledtions that have prefented themfelves
to my mind, in confidering what I have
red, and what I have heard related, con-
cerning the paflages of that time. They
Will be of ufe to form our judgment
concerning later pafTages. If the king
of France became an objecl of averfioa
on account of any invafions he made, any
deviätiöns from public faith, any barba-
rities exercifed where his arms prevailed,
or the perfecution of his proteftant fub-
je&sj the emperor deferved to be fuch
an objecT:, at leaft as much as he, on the
fame accounts. The emperor was ib
too, but with this difference relatively
to the political fyftem of the wert. The

Vol . I . X Au-
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Auftrian ambitiön and bigotry exerted
themfelves in diftant countries, whofe
interefts were not confidered as a part of
this fyftem ; for otherwife there would
have been as much reafon for affifting
the people öf Hungary and of Tranfylva-
nia againft the emperor, as there had
been formerly for affifting the people of
the feven united provinces againft Spain,
or as there had been lately for affifting
them againft France : but the ambition
and bigotry of Lewis the fourteenth
were exerted in the Low Countries, on
the Rhine , in Italy, and in Spain, in the
very midft of this fyftem, if I may fay fo,
and with fuccefs that could not fail to
fubvert it in time. The power of the
houfe of Auftria , that had been feared
too long, was feared no longer : and that
of the houfe of Bourbon, byhaving been
feared too late, was now grown terrible.
The emperor was fo intent on the efta-
blifhment of his abfolute power in Hun¬
gary, that he expofed the empire doubly

to
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to defolation and ruin for the fake of it.
He left the frontier almoft quite defence-
lefs on the fide of the Rhine , againfr. the
inroads and ravages of France, and by
fhewing no mercy to the Hungarians nor
keeping any faith with them, he forced
that miferable people into alliänces with
the Türk , who invaded the empire änd
befieged Vienna. Even this event had
no effect upon him . Your lordfhip will
find, that Sobieski king of Poland, who
had forced the Türks to raife the fiege,
and had fixed the imperial crown that
tottered on Iiis head, could not preväil
on him to take thofe meafures by which
alone it was poffible to cover the empire,
to fecure the king of Spain, and to re-
duce that power who was probably one
day to difpute with him, this prince's
fucceffion. Tekeli and the malcontents
made fuch demands as none but a ty-
rant could refufe, the prefervation of
their antient privileges, liberty of confci-
ence, the convocation of a free diet or

X 2 parliamentj
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parliament, and others of lefs impor-*
tance. All was in vain. The war con-

tinued with them , änd with the Türks,

and France was left at liberty to pufh

her enterprizes almoft without oppofi-*

tion, againft Germany and the Low
Countries. The diftrefs in both was fo

great, that the ftates general faw no

other expedient for ftopping the pro-

grefs of the French arms, than a cefla-
tion of hoftilities, or a truce of twenty

years j which they negotiated, and which

was accepted by the emperor and the

king of Spain, on the terms that Lewis

the fourteenth thought fit to offer. By
thefe terms he was to remain in füll and

quiet poffeffion of all he had acquired

fince the years one thoufand fix hundred

and feventy-eight, and one thoufand fix

hundred and feventy-nine ; among which

acqüifitions that of Luxemburg and that

of Strasburg were comprehendedi The
conditions of this truce were fo advanta-

geous to France , that all her intrigues
were
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were employed to obtain a definitive

treaty of peace upon the fame conditions.
But this was neither the intereft nor the

intention of the other contracting pow-

ers. The imperial arms had been very

fuccefsful againft the Türks . This fuc-
cefs, as well as the troubles that followed

upon it in the Ottoman armies, and at

the Porte , gave reafonable expedtation
of concluding a peace on that fide : and,

this peace concluded, the emperor and

the empire and the king of Spain would
have been in a much better pofture to
treat with France . With thefe views

that were wife and juft , the league of

Aufburg was made between the empe¬

ror , the kings of Spain and Sweden as

princes of the empire, and the other
circles and princes. This league was

purely defenfive. An exprefs article de-
clared it to be fo : and as it had no other

regard , it was not only conformable to
the laws and conftitutions of the em¬

pire, and to the praäice of all nations,
X 3 but
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but even to the terms of the ac~t of truce
fo lately concluded. Thispretence there-
fore for breaking the truce, feizing the
eleäorate of Cologne, invading the Pala-
tinate, befieging Philipfturg , and carry-
ing unexpected and undeclared war into
the empire, could not be fupported : nor
is it poffible to read the reafons publifhed
by France at this time, and drawn from
her fears of the imperial power, with-
out laughter . As little pretence was
there to complain, that the emperor re-
fufed to convert at once the triice into
a definitive treaty ; fince if he had done
fo, he would have confirmed in a lump,
and without any difcuffion, all the arbi-
trary decrees of thofe Chambers, or courts,
that France had erecled to cover her
ufufpations ; and would have given up al-
moft a fixth part of the provinces of the
empire, that France one way or other
had poiTeiTed herfelf of. The pretenfions
of the dutchefs of Orleans on the fuccef-
iipn of her father, and her brother , which

were
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were difputed by the then eledtor Pala-
tine and were to be determined by the
3aws and cuftoms of the empire, af-
forded as little pretence for beginning this
war, as any of the former allegations.
The exclufion of the cardinal of Furften-

berg, who had been elecled to the arch-
bifhopric of Cologne, was capable of be-
ing aggravated : but even in this cafe Iiis
moft chriftian majefly oppofed his judg-
ment and his authority againft thejudg-
ment and authority of that holy father,
whofe eldeffc fon he was proud to be
called. In fhort, the true reafon why
Lewis the fourteenth began that cruel
war with the empire, two years after he
had coneluded a cefTation of hoftilities for

twenty, was this : he refolved to keep
what he had got ; and therefore he re¬
folved to encourage the Türks to conti-
nue the war. He did this erfedually , by
invading Germany at the very inftant
when the Sultan was fuing for peace.
Notwithftanding this, the Türks were in

X 4 treaty



312 A Sketch of the History
treaty again the föllowing year : and good
policy fhould have obliged the emperor,
iince he could not hope to carry on this,
war and that againft France at the fame
time , with vigour and effeft, to conclude
a peace with the leaft dangerous enemy of
the two. The decifion of his difputes
with France could not be deferred, his
defigns againft the Hungarians were in.
part accomplifhed, for his fon was de-
clared king, and the fettlement of that
crown in his family was made, and the
reft of thefe as well as thofe that he

formed againft the Türks might be de¬
ferred . But the Councils of Vienna judg-
ed differently, and infifted even at this
critical moment on the moft exorbitant
terms ; on fome of fuch a n?\ture, that
the Türks fhewed more humanity and a
better fenfe of religion in refufing> than
they in afking them . Thus the war
went on in Hungary , and proved a con-
ftant diverlion in favour of France, during
the whole courfe of that which Lewis

the
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the fourteenth began at this time ; for

the treaty of Carlowitz was pofterior to

that of Ryfwic. The Empire ^ Spain,
England , and Holland engaged in the
War with Frärice : and on them the em-

peror left the bürden of it. In the fhort
war of one thoufand fix hundred and

fixty-feven, he was not fo much as a

party, and inftead of afiifting the king
of Spain, which it rauft be owned he was

in no good condition of doing, he bar-

gäined for dividing that prince's fuccef-
fion, as I have obferved above. In the
War of one thoufand fix hundred and fe-*

venty-two he made fome feeble efforts.
In this of one thoufand fix hundred and

eighty-eight he did ftill lefs s and in the
war which broke out at the beginning

of the prefent Century he did nothing,
at leaft after the firft campaign in Italy,

and after the engagements that England
and Holland took by the grand alliance.
In a word, from the time that an oppo-
fition to France became a common caufe

I in
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in Europe , the houfe of Auftria has been
a clog upon it in many inftances, and of
confiderable affiftance to it in none. The
acceflion of England to this caufe, which
was brought about by the revolution of
one thoufand fix hundred and eighty-
eight, might have made amends, and more
than amends one would think , for this
defecl:, and have thrown fuperiority of
power and of fuccefs on the fide of the
confederates, with whom me took part
againft France . This I fay might be
imagined, without over-rating the power
of England , or undervaluing that of
France ; and it was imagined at that time.
How it proved otherwife in the event;
how France came triumphant out of the
war that ended by the treaty of Ryfwic,
and tho fhe gave up a great deal, yet
preferved the greateft and the beft part
of her conquefts and acquifitions made
fince the treaties of Weftphaiia , and the
Pyrenees ; how fhe acquired by the gift
©f Spain that whole monarchy for one

S of
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of her princes, tho fhe had no reafon to
expecl the Ieaft part of it without a war ät
one time, nor the great lot of it «ven by
a war at any time ; in fhort, how fhe
wound up advantageoufly the ambitious
fyftem fhe had been fifty yeärs in weav-
ing ; how fhe concluded a war in which
die was defeated on every fide, andwholly
exhaufted, with little diminution of the
provinces and barriers acquired to France,
and with the quiet poffeffion of Spain
and the Indies to a prince öf the houfe of
Bourbon : all this, my lord, will be the
fubjecl; of your refearches, when you
come down to the latter part of the laft
period of modern hiftory. ■- ...1

End of the First Volume,
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