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ADVERTISEMENT.

T’ H E originals of the letters to the bifbop of W aterford were
entrufied with me, by that venerable prelate, after be bad
Jent me copies of all, made under bis eyes.

The letter to Dr. Hbitecombe, and that to the late Dr. Mad-
den, are only printed from copies, for awhich Iam indebted ta
the fame benevolent friend.

From him alfo I received the fix original letters to T homas
Prior, ¢fg; a man, whofe philanthropy, and zealous attachment
tothe real intercfts of bis country were defervedly applauded,
and firenuoufly encouraged, by the earl of Cheflerfield.

Moft of the motes fubjoined to thefe letters were fent me by

the bifbop of W aterford, and contain fuch informations, as be

| abme could give. A few of my own I bave ventured to add,
but only in cafes where fome elucidation feemed requifite.

Sir Fobn Irwine, knight of the Bath, and commander in
chief of bis majefty’s forces in Ireland, was pleafed to commu-
nicate fuch of the letters from bis noble friend, as be judged

! worthy of the attention of the public. T hough Sfeveral of them
| were written while the general was either in England or abroad,

yet, as moft relate to Irifb affairs, 1t was thought proper 0 in-
- Jert them 1n this book. .

The three laff letters, viz. two from Dr. Swift to lord
Chefterfield, and one from bis lordfbip to the Dean, though print-
ed before®, were 100 remarkable to be detached from a collection,
intended in a great meafure to preferve the original ﬁ.'czrm_'cs of
perfons, equally diftinguifbed by their bumor and their wit.

 * Thofe of the Dean, in his Works, vol. VIIL in 4to. lord Chefter~
field’s, in Hawkefworth’s Collection of Dr. Swift’s Letters.
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To Dr. R. Cuenevix, Lord Bifhop of Waterford.

London, Feb. 15, 1740.
DEAR  DOCTOR,

THANK you for both your letters; I would have
I acknowledged your former fooner.; but partly bufinefs
and partly difpiritednef(s hindered me.

We have both loft a good friend in Scarborough ; nobody
can replace him to me, I wifh Icould replace him to you
but as things ftand T feeno great hopes of it.

As for the living of Southwark, I would not advife you
to expect it ; for *** I am perfuaded will never let you
have it. He carries his refentment to the higheft degree,
even againft the memory of one, 'who was but too long his
friend, and too little a while his enemy. However, when
it becomes vacant, I would have you renew your applica-
tion for it.

I am, with great truth,
Your fincere friend,

CHESTERFIELD.

LET-
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LETTER I

TO THE SAME.

DEAR DOCTOR, Spa, July 4, N. S. 1741,

T was with real concern that I heard you were ill, and

it is with equal truth that Ihope this will find you per-
fectly recovered : that virtue, which makes you fit, and it
may be, willing to die, makes thofe who are acquainted
with it, as I am, unwilling you fhould ; therefore take care
of your health, and let it not be affected by a too great
fenfibility of thofe misfortunes that infeparably attend our
ftate here. Do all you can to prevent them, but, when in-
evitable, bear them with refolution ; this is the part I take
with relation to my own health : I do all T can to retrieve and
improve it, and if I acquire it, I will do all I can to pre-
ferve it ; my bodily infirmities {hall as little as poflible affeck
my mind, and fo far at leaft I will leflen the weight of
them.

Thefe waters have already done me fo much good, that
I'have reafon to expect a great deal more from them, and I
expect {till more benefit from paffing my autumn afterwards
in conftant travelling through the fouth of France : thus
you fee I anticipate eventually the good, which is at leaft fo
much clear gain, let what will happen afterwards; do fo
too, dear doctor, and be as well, and as happy, as you are
tincerely withed to be by,

Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

LE T




7O HIS FRIENDS, BOOK Iil. LET. I11. 315
RS W N e L e i1
TO THE SAME

DEAR DOCTOR, London, March 6, 1742.

WILL not tell you that Tam forry for your South-

wark difappointment *, becaufe, as the Irifhman faid, I
think you have got alofs; and confidering the charge of
removing, and the increafe of your expence by living in
London, I am fure you would have been no gainer by
your preferment, and yet you would have been looked up-
on by the court as provided for. Ineed not tell you, I am
fure, how much I wifh to be able to contribute to the ad-
vantageous change of your fituation; but I am fure too,
that I cannnot tell you when I fhall; for, till Tcan do it
confiftently with my honour and confcience, I will not do
itat all, and I know you do not defire I fhould. The
public has already afligned me different employments, and
among others that which you mention; but I have been
offered none, I have afked for none, and I will accept of
none, till I fee alittle clearer into matters than Ido at pre-
fent : 1have oppofed meafures, not men, and the change
of two or three men only is not a fufficient pledge to me
that meafures will be changed, nay rather an indication that
they will not; and Iam fure no employment whatfoever
fhall prevail with me to fupport meafures I have {o juftly
oppofed. A good confcience is in my mind a better thing
than the beft employment, and I will not have the latter till
Ican keep it with the former : when that can be, I fhall not
decline a public life, though in truth more inclined to a

* ¢« The Southwark difappointment, which his lordfhip alludes to,
:: Wwas my not getting the parifh of St. Olave’s, when it became vacant,
S which had been promifed me, upon his lordthip’s firft coming from

Holland, by fir Robert Walpole, on the recommendation of lord

** Chefterfield and lord Scarborough. On this promife not bsing kept,

. the latter complained to the king himfelf, and in a ftrong manner, of
i Trhe little regard which had been paid to his recommendation in my
avg.ur'n
Letter from the bifhop of Waterford.

private
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private one. You did very well to hinder your friend, Mr.
Hutchins*, from taking a ufelefs journey. I have heard 3
very good character of him, and fhall be very glad to do for
him when in my power ; but he muft naturally {uppofetoo,
that I have fome prior engagements to fatisfy, and you will
poflibly think it but reafonable that you fhould be my firft
care; at leaft I think fo, for I am very faithfully yours,

CHESTERFIELD.

My compliments to Mrs. Chenevix.

) B 2 (o e R T

TO THE SAME,

London, Nov. 3, 1743
DEAR DOCTOR, y

S thisis a begging letter, I think I {hould begin in

the ufual ftyle of thofe epiftles, and tell you that paft
favours embolden me to afk for new ones, and that your ale
was fo good that I with you would fend me a little more of
it. By the timeit lafted me, (for I drank the laft bottle
yefterday,) you may judge, that I mean litterally but a lit-
tle more ; and if you fend me more than you did laft time,
it will only be fpoiled before it is drank.

My brother John told me he left you at Nottingham in
perfect health, which I was extremely glad to hear, it be-
ing in my mind impofiible for 2 man net to be happy with
oood health and a good confcience like yours. Money may
improve, but cannot make happinefs ; and though I wilh
it would improve yours, yet in the mean time, Iam con-
vinced that there are many more people in this kingdom
that have reafon toenvy your fituation, than to prefer theif

own to 1t.

% Mr. Hutchins was a very worthy clergyman beneficed in Leicelter:
thire, and a diftant relation of his iordﬂlip.

I have
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I have been of late a little out of order with a cold ; but
bleeding fet me right, and I am in hopes of refifting the
winter tolerably, which is the trying feafon to me.

Adieu, dear doCor, divertiffez-vous, il Wy a rien de tel;
and believe me moft affectionately and faithfully,

Yours,

LR ER =
TO THE SAME.

Hague, March 12, N. S. 1745.

PUT nothing at top of this letter, not knowing whe-

ther the familiar appellation of dear doétor would now be-
come me ; becaufe I hope that by the time you receive this
letter; you will be, as it were, my lord of Clonfert. I have
the pleafure of telling you, that T have this day recommend-
ed you to the king, for the bifhoprick of that name, now
vacant by the tranflation of its laft bifhop to the fee of Kil-
| dare. I hope my recommendation will not be refufed, though
I would not fwear for it ; therefore, donot abfolutely depend
upon your confecration, and ftay quietly where you are, tll
you hear further from me. Iaffure you, Iexpect few greater
i pleafures in the remainder of my life, than that I now feel
| in rewarding your long attachment to me, and, what I
' value ftill more, your own merits and virtues.

Yours fincerely,

L ET-
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EE'FF¥ER VL
TO THE SAME.

: Hague, April 27, N. 8. 1745.
DEAR DOCTOR,

I TOLD you, at firft, not to reckon too much upon the
fuccefs of my recommendation: and I have ftill more
reafon to give you the fame advice now ; for it has met with
great difficulties, merely as mine, and I am far from know-
ing yet how it will end. Pray, give no anfwer whatfoever to
any body, that either writes or {peaks to you upon that fub-
Jeét, but leave it to me, for Imakeit my own affair ; and
you fhall have either the bifhoprick of Clonfert, or a better
thing, or elfe I will not be lord lieutenant. Thope to be in
England in about a fortnight, when this affair muft and fhall

be brought to a decifion *, Good night to you.
: Yours,

C.

* When the king refufed his confent to the making me a2 bifhop, he
dire€ted lord Harrington, then fecretary of flate, to acquaint lord
Chefterfield that he would comply with his application in favour of any
one, except me. His lordfhip’s anfwer was, that he would not continue
lord licutenant of Ireland, except I had the vacant bithoprick. Oneof
the reafons given by his majefty, was, becaufe he was told I wrote poli-
tical pamphlets againft the adminiftration, which was abfolutely falfe ;
for I declare, in the moft folemn manner, that I never wrote any pamphlet
whatever, and I further declare ; that lord Chefterficld never employed
me to negotiate for him any political tranfaétion, though fir Robert
thought o, becaufe I ufed to go to his lordihip every morning at eight
o'clock, and had thehonor to ftay with him till he was dreffed. ~ In
confequence of this, I was informed, upon the beft authority, that a
perfon ufed to follow me upon my geing out of his lordihip’s houfe ;
and as I fometimes went from lord Chefterficld to lord Scarborough, fir
Robert thought I carried meflages from one to the other, which I never
did. There was no occafion for my doing it, as lord Scarborough
made no fecret of his going to lord Chefterfield ; for I have feen him
myfelf go from his lordihip to fir Robert, they living oppofite to each
other, in St. James’s Square. Another reafon “the king gave for his re-
fufal, was becaufe lord Scarborough had complained to him, with fome
warmth, of the little regard that had been thewed to his recommendation
in my favour.

Perhaps another reafon was, that his majeflty was glad to crofshis
lordihip’s recommendation in my favour, knowing the great regard
and affeCtion he was fo good to have for me.

From the bifhop of Waterford.

L E T-
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LETTER VI
TO THE SAME.
MY GOOD LORD, Hague, May 12, N. S, 1743.

N O W youare what I had pofitively declared you fhould
N be, abifhop ; butitis bifhop of Killaloe, not Clonfert,
the latter refufing the tranflation. Killaloe, I am affured, is
better. I heartily wifh you joy, and could not refufe myfelf
that pleafure, though I am in the greateft hurry imaginable,
being uponmyjourney to Helvoet-Sluys for England. Adieu.

Yours,
s
51T E R VHE
TO THE SAME.
MY DEAR LORD, London, June 18, 1747.

I THANK you for your letter and your kind hint, and
am heartily glad to hear that you have made up your
affair with your predeceffor’s widow.

What becomes of your intended eftablithment at Wa-
terford for the reception of foreigners *? Does it go on?
It would be of great advantage to the town, and a good
example to others, How does Mr, Smith’s linen manufac-
ture flourith with you? If it profpers, I fhould think it
would both invite and employ foreigners. Iwifh my coun-
try people, (for I look upon myfelf as.an Irithman fill)
would but attend half as much to thofe ufeful objects, as
they do to the glory of the militia and the purity of their
claret. Drinking is a moft beaftly vice in every country,

*That fcheme, intended for the encouragement of French proteftants,

did not anfwer the expettation of thofe who had formed it. b
ut

[ 45
| |
L
|
i
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i
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but it is really a ruinous one to Ireland : nine gentlemen in
tenin Ireland are impoverifhed by the great quantity of

claret, which, from miftaken notions of hofpitality and dig-
nity, the}r thmklt neceflary fhould be drank in their houfes
this expence leaves them no room to improve their eﬁates,
by proper indulgence upon proper conditions to their tenants,
who muft pay them to the full, and upon the very day, that
they may pay their wine merchants.

‘There was 4 law, in one of the antient govcrnments, [
have forgot which *, that empowered a man to kill his wife,
if the fme t ofmne., I moft fincerely wifh that there were
alaw mn Ireland, and better executed than moft laws are, to
empower the wives to kill their hufbandsin the like cale s ;
it would promote fobriety extremely, if the effects of con-
Jjugal affection were fully confidered.

Do you grow fat ? Are Mrs. Chenevix and your children
all well # Are you as chearful and as happy as your good
confcience ought to make you ? Ihope them all, for, upon
my word, I:Obody loves and values you more than

Your faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

LB E-0Ir B R X,
TO THE SAME,

1747 T
MY DEAR LORD, %

I AM veryglad tohear of your fafe arrival upon Irifh ground,
fter your diftrefles upon theIrifh feas: efcapes always make
peopleeither muchbolder ormuch more timid than they were

* It was that of the antient Romans : that law, indeed, did not fab-
fift long in all its feverity ; but even when the ladies had obtained the
permiflion of drinking wine, they were punifhed for abufing of thatin-

dulgence ; and the mie of a {enator, hawnc been convicted of d] unken-
nefs, was de;n ived of her marriage pm..m.

+ This date is not in the hand of lord Chefteifield ; and I fufpe@ it

1o be faulty.
before ;
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before ; yours, I hope, will have the former of thefe effects,
and encourage you rather to vifit your friends in England.

I have been a country gentleman a great while, for me,
that is, I have now been a fortnight together at Black-
heath, and ftay three or four days longer. The furor hor-
tenfis (garden-madnefs) has feized me, and my acre of ground
here affords me more pleafure than kingdoms do to kings ;
for my object is not to extend, but to enrich it. My gar-
dener calls me, and I muft obey. Beas well and as chearful
a8 you can, and believe me moft faithfully and truly

Yours,

CHESTERFIELD,

L ETT E°R X,

TO THE SAME.

Bath, March 1, 1748.
MY DEAR LORD,

I THANK you for your kind letter, by which I am
glad to find that you approve of my refignation, and of
my refolution to enjoy the comforts of a private life: indeed
I'had enough both of the pageantry and hurry of public
life, to fee their futility, and I withdraw from them, u#Z
conviva fatur (as a fatisfied gueft,) This conviétion from
experience fecured me from regret: thofe who have only
feen the gaudy outfide of great ftations, languifh for their
}}idden charmis, which in my mind foon fatiate after poflef-
ian *,

I am very slad to hear that Tfhall have the pleafure of
feeing you and your family here this fummer ; I know that
I cannot fee a fruer nos a warmer friend, which, Iaffure
you, you may fay too when you fee me. I fuppofe that

* When I had the honor to fee lord Chefterfield, fome time after his
refignation, one reafon he told me why he was glad he had refigned,
Was becaufe it was very difficult, in the publicftation he was in, tobe

intirely free from doing things that were not quite r i%xhb .
Bifhop of Waterford.

Vor, III ¢ you
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you will ftop in your way in Nottinghamfhire to fee your
fnn, whom ‘as you return you will pmbqi)h take with you
to Treland.

I'have been here now a fortnight, and have found good
by the waters ; not that [ had any great oceafion for them,
but, to fay the trath, T camé here ‘chiefly to be out of the
way of being talked to, and ‘tallked of, while my refignation
was the onh object of converfation in town.

Adieu, my dear lord: I cannot tell youhow fincerely
and affeﬁicinately Tam ;

Yours,

CHESTERFIELD,

L EF T TR %
TO THE SAME.

London, Dec. 28, 1749
MY DEAR LORD;

HIS 1s to moft people, and in moft places, the
{eafon of lies, dignified and diftinguifhed by the name

of comphments ; w1th mae it is 4 feafon of truth, when I al-
fure you that I with you, and all who belong to you, what-
ever you with . for yourfelves or for each other, more part-

cularly health, with which 11obod} need be unhappy-

Though you would nat tell me IDW {EJUU, and how ge-
neroufly, you pmwdu. for Dr. Young’s fon *, he did,.and *
with all the profeflionsiof igratitude w hich he owed you.. 1
amas muchobliged to you. as he can be ; [ am glad that the
~u::m o man has a gf_}t)u chm" cter, wlmh y:m know I made
conditia, fiwa qué_non of my requeft ;- and T hope that

* I mufl beCuh, heresthat lord Chelterfield never recommended any
one tothe ecelehaltiéal prefennents in my . gift but"Mr, \‘3““5 When
He did, it was ia the handiome® manner, by iul.ng_, e twice in His
letter, ¥ R“h.-l]lbﬂl that I .dg not I«-_.wlunwud ‘but if you approve of

his charaéiery you will do a good-natured attion”
' my
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my recommendation interfered with no views of your own
in favour of any other perfon. :

Eord Scarborough’s pi¢ture will be finithed this week,
and fent to Mrs, Chenevix ; T think it is very well done,
and indeed ought to be by the time Barret has taken to do
itin ; But he has taken it into hishead, and | cannot fay
that T have difcouraged him, that a great painter fhould alfo
be a ‘poet, that the fame warmth of imagination equally
fofms both ; and confequently, when T expeét him' to bring
e horile 4 very good cdpy of a picture, he frequently brings
an éxeerable copy of verles inftead of,it. 'The melon {eeds
thall g8 by the faime dpportunitics of the picture and can-
dlefticks; which T fuppofe will be time enough, fince they
dre ot to be'{dtvn 'ull February. _ ' :

I'Have not §et bech able to get the workimen out of my
idufein town", 'afid {H4ll have the pleafure of their compiny
forie‘ months longey. “'One wollld think that 1 liked then,
for Yarhi now full bF them at Blackhedth, wherg T3 additg
agélléry. I'ne ﬁ%ﬂkj&f}%&is ﬁ:i‘}f lIes’ fortifes @ dem. -(Foolith
things fhould never be done by halves.) Tam, my dear lord,

LS Mbﬁ fﬁithf'ul]y }-"d_urs", sl

. hCHESTERRFLELD.

L'E-T"T E°R “XIL

TO THE SAME.

o | _ November 30, 1751,
MY-DE AR LORD, -

/I Y reprdach by ‘Dr. Thommas, /I infift upon it, wasa

YA very juft'one, and your excufe a very lame one: in-
different as T am grown about moft things, you could niot
fuppofe that I was become fo, where the health and happi-
nefsof you and your family were concerned ; on the con-
Y o trary,
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trary, I find, that in proportion as one renounces public,
one grows more fenfible to private,focialcares. My circle,
thank God, 1s fo much.contracted, that my attention can,
and does, from its center extend itfelf to every point of the
circumference. I am very glad to hear that your fon goes
on {o well, -and as he does go on fo well, why fhould you
move:him ? The Irifh fchools and univerlities are indifput-
ably better than ours, with this additional advantage, that
having him within your reach will be much better for him
than a better place out of it : a man no more liveth by
Latin and Greek than by bread alone; but a father’s care
of his {on’s morals and manners is {furely more ufeful than
the critical knowledge of Homer and Virgil, fuppofing tha
it were, which it very feldom is, acquired at {chools: I do
not therefore hefitate to, advife you, to put your fon to the
beft {chool, that is, -the neareft to your ufual place of re-
fidence, that you may fee and examine him often and ftrictly,
and watch his progrefs, not only in_learping,; but in morals
and manners, inftéad of trufting to interefted accountsof
diftant {chool-mafters, - . . s

His grace of Tuam’s recovery has, Ifind, delayed, if not
broke, a iong chain of ecglefiaftical, promotions, of which
the firft link is the only one I intereft myfelf in, I mean the
tranflation: of -that ;g6od man and citizen, the bithop of
Meath *, to T'uam ; the more he gets, the more Ireland gets;
that being your cafe-toos-pray;- how-goes-the-copper mine ?
Fruitful and yet inexhauftible, I hope. If it will but fupply
you with riches, I will anfwer for your making the beft ufe
of them. i 5 74 ek St

I hear with great pleafure that Ireland improves daily, and
thata fpirit of induftry fpreads itfelf, to the great intreafe
of trade and manufactures. 1 think I intereft myfelf more
in-that; country than in this ; this is paft its perfeétion, and
{eems gradually declining into weaknefs and caducity'; that
feems but tending to its vigour. and perfection, and.engages
ones eXpectations and hopes ; “one loves a’ promifing youth,
otie; only "efteems “an’ old man ;" the former is a2 much

*.Pr - Maul

quicke!
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quicker fentiment than the latter both thofe fentiments
confpire, 1 affure you, in forming that friendfhip with

which I am,
My dear lord,

Your moft faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

LETTER XIIL

TO THE SAME.

London, May 22, 1752,
MY DEAR LORD,

I A M doubly concerned at Mrs. Chenevix’s illnefs, for,
while fhe is fo ill, I am fure you cannot be well : though
in fome cafes I would take Ward’s remedy myfelf, T cannoc
recommend it to others ; it has certainly done a great deal
of good in many cafes, in others it has fometimes done
harm; he givesit indifcriminately in all, and confequently
improperly in fome; it isall one and the {ame medicine,
though he givesitin different fhapes, and callsit by different
names of drop, pill, and powder: the principle is known to
be antimony, but in what manner prepared, nobody yet has

beenable to difcover.
You are engaged in a moft ufeful and charitable defign,

and I think you and my friend the bifhop of Meath have
begged very fuccefsfully for the time ; he isan old ex-
perienced beggar, and you cannot learn the mendicant trade
under a better mafter ; this undertaking is worthy of both
your charaéters, and becomesyou as men, ciuzens, and
bithops. T defire that I may be upon your lift of contnbu-
tors ; therefore, pray, lay down fifty pounds for me, and
draw upon me for it by the very firft opport!.lnity. Private
fubfcriptions can never extend this excellent fcheme fo far
as it ought to be carried, though nothing but private fub-
feriptions and diligence could have laid the foundation of it.
You have made a beginning, which is often the greateft
difficulty, and I thinkitis now impoflible but that the govern

1T1E 1
LAl




€26 LORD CHESTERFIELDs LETTERS

ment and parliament muft carry it on. I will venture to fay
that they have no object which fo well deferves their atten-
tion. Could the government and parliament be brought to
adopt thisaffair heartily, and pufh it effectually, a confi-
derable fum ought to be granted for that particular puspofe,
as was done in England, at the time of the great réfuge upon
the revocation of the édit de Nantes. Lands too might be
purchafed, and houfes and neceflaries provided, for the re-
tugees in Kerry and in Connaught, near and under the pro-
tection of fome of the barracks, which would greatly im-
prove and civilize, and in time enrich, thofe two at prefent
inhofpitable and almoft barbarous countries. Theopporturity
is now extremely favourable, while the weaknefs of the
French government fuffers the rageand fury of the clergy
to drive fuch numbers of its fubjeéts into other countries. [
wifh we could get them all into England and Ireland ; that
would be the true and juftifiable way of promoting the Pro-
teflant intereft, inftead of following the example of the
Papifts, by perfecuting them. Ef aliguid prodire tenus;
(there 1s fome meritin breaking the ice;) you have that
merit, and I dare fay thefe new little colonies will thrive
and extend “to a cerwin degree, even fhould the govern-
ment not think them worth its attention ;: but I hope-t will
I have been now confined near a month by, a fall from
my horfe, which, though by good luck it neither broke nor
diflocated any bone, bruifed the mufcles fo much, that I
ve yet very little ufe of my leg; Ican juft hobble acrofs
my room with a ftick; and that is all 3 but I have had, and
ftill have, a much worfe complaint, which is my: deafnefs,
tor which T have yet found no relief, thoughI have. tried 2
thoufand infallible remedies : as foon as my lamenefs will
| go to Blackheath, and feek the refuge ofa

lyat
b iel

i
allow me, 1 wil
d:afman, reading and walking,

Lady Chefterfield fends her compliments to youand Mrs.
Chenevix, at whofe illnefs {he is much concerned ; fhe has
{ent you from Briftol 2 bufto of your humble fervant, caft
trom a marble oné done by Mr. Hoare at Bath, for M,
Adderly : 1t is generally thought very like, Adieu, my

i.-r”-' ‘I.' T i
GEdAr 101 4 ¢

Iam faithfully yours,
CHESTEREIELD:

IJE T-
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LETTER XIV.

T O THE-=§AME.

London, July 14, 1752
MY DEAR LORD,

KNOW thegentlenefs, the humanity, and the tender-
| nefs of your nature too well to doubtof your grief, and
Iknow the objecof it * too well to blame it 5 no, in {uch
cafes it is-a commendable not a blameable paffion, and s al-
ways infeparable from a heart, that is capable of friendfhip
or love. T therefore offer yow notrite and always unavailing
arguments of confolation ; but as any ftrong and prevailing
paffion is-apt to make us neglect or forget for the time out
moft important'duties, I muft remind: you of two.in parti-
cular, the neglet of which would: render your grief, n-
ftead of pious, criminal: Emeani your duty to your child-
ren 4s a father, and to your diocefe as a bithop. Your care
of your childrenmuft be doubled, in order to repair as far
as poffible their lofs; and the public traft of your flock muft
not {ufter from a perfonal and private concern. Thefe1n-
cumbent and neceffary duties will fometimes fufpend, and
at laft mitigate, that grief, which I confefs mere reafon
would not: they are equally moral and chriftian duties,
which T am fure no confideration upon earth will ever make
you neglect. May your affiduous difcharge of them infen-
fibly leffen that affliction, whicly, if indulged, would prove
as fatal to you and’your family, as it muft be vain and un-
availing: to her whofe lofs you juftly lament I Iam, with
the greateft truth and affection, my dear lord,

Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

% The death.of Mrs. Chenevix, the bilhop’s wife.

LET-
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LET'EFER XV

TO THE SAME.

Bath, Nov. 115 19352,
MY DEAR LORD,

T H1IS is only to afk youhow youdo, and what you do;
in both which I need not tell you how truly I intereft
myfelf. The former dependsa great deal upon the latter;
if youare, alternately, attentively employed, and agreeably
amufed, you will probably, confidering your fobriety and
temperance, be in very good health, Your children are now
old enough to anfwer both thofe ends. Their eftablifhment
fhould excite your attention, and their converfation and
progreflive improvement amufe your leifure hours. Your fon
is of an age to enable you to guefs a little at his turn and
difpofition, and to dire@ his education accordingly. Ifyou
would have him bea very learned man, you muft certainly
fend him to fome great fchool ; but if you would have him
t}e a better thing, a very honeft man, you fhould have him
f?w'{s”f of your own infpeion. At thofe great fchools, the
heartis wholly neglected by thofe who ought to form it, and
15 confequently left open to temptations and ill examples:
paternal care and- infpection, attended by proper firmnefs
and authority, may prevent great part of that mifchief.

I had a letter the other day from Mr. Simond, by which
I find, with great pleafure, that both the collection, and the
0'-21‘?‘3? of it, the refugees, increafedaily. If the receiving and
retrieving  thofe poor people be, as it certainly is, both a
moral and political duty, what muft be the guilt and mad-
nefs 91‘” thofe, who, by perfecution for matters of mere fpe-
culation, force thofe poor people to carry their induftry,
t{zmr]ztbour, their legs, their arms, to other people, and en-
tich other countries. T wonder the French government does
not rather chufe to burn them at home, than perfecute them
away into other countries; it would be full as juft, and
much more prudent.

Thefe




T

1O HIS FRIENDS. BOOK IIL LET. XV.XVL. 329

Thefe waters, which I have now ufed fix weeks, in every
way that it s pofiible to ufe them, drinking, bathing, and
pumping, have done my hearing fome good, but not enough
to refit me for focial life. 1 ftay here a fortnight longer, in
hopes of more benefit, which my ph}jﬁcilan promifes me
ftrongly ; asIdo not expectit, if I receiveit, it will be the
more welcome. If not, I have both philofophy and religion
enough to fubmit tomy fate, without either melancholy or
murmur, for though I can by no means account why there
is either moral or phyfical evil in the world, yet, conicious
of the narrow bounds of human underftanding, and con-
vinced of the wifdom and juftice of the eternal divine Be-
ing, who placed them here, 1am perfuaded that itis fit and
right that they fhould be here.

Adieu, my dear lord ; believe me moft truly and affec-

tionately,
Your faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

LEE T ER XV
TO THE SAME,

London, Dec. 1g, 1752.
MY DEAR LORD,

I A M extremely glad to find, by your laft very friendly
letter, that you enjoy that greateft blefling of this life, the
health of body and mind : proper exercife is neceflary for
both; go as little in your coach and as much on foot as ever
you can, and let your paternal and paftoral functions at
once fhare and improve the health of your mind. The mind
muft have fome worldly objeéls to excite its attention ;
otherwife it will ftagnate in indolence, fink into melan-
choly, or rife into vifions and enthufiafm. Your children
cannot be in a better way than, by your account, they feem
to be in at prefent ; your fon learns what a boy fhould

: learn,
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learn, and your daughters read what girls thould read,
hiftory ; the former cannot know too much, and the latter
ought not.

Iam fo weary of giving an account of my own wretched
deafnefs, that I fhould not attempt it, did not I know that
the kind intereft which you take in whatever concerns me,
makes you both defire and expectit. I am then neither bet-
ter nor worfe than when I wrote to you laft ; I have tried
many things, and am going on to try many others, but with-
out expecting any benefit from any medicine but patience.
Fam,

My dear lord,

fingerely yours,
CHESTERFIELD,

EE+TT-ER XVHY%
TO THE SAME.

Bath, O&. 10, 1753
MY DEAR LORD,

I DELAYED for fome time acknpwledging your kind
letter, that I might be better able to anfwer your inqui-
ries after my health. T know the flowy from: the pazt you
take in it, and not from cuftom or ceremony. I am fure
you wifh all your fetlow-creatures well, andL am al-
moftas fure that you diftinguifh me among them as yous
friend: But what account can F now give ‘you of myfelfi?
None that will pleafe either of us. I came here deafer than
you left me at Blackheath. I have bathed and pumped my
head four times, by which operations I think I have gained
a little, but fo little that a folid! citizen, would call it-at mofk

* The ariginal of this letter was not received,

a farthing
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aﬁuﬂﬁnghiathouﬁuuipounds;thaughattheﬂnﬂethnelw:
would add, that that was better than nothing. I belong no
more to focial life, which, when I quitted bufy public life, I
flattered myfelf would be the comfort of my declining days;
but that, it feems, is not given me. I neither murmur nor
defpair ; the lot. of millions of my fellow-creatures is ftill
worle than mine. Exquifite pains of the body, and ftill
greater of the mind, confpire to torture many of them. 1
thank God Iam free from both, and I look upon the priva-
tion of thofe ills asa real good. A prouder being than I am,
alord, or if you will a ftately duke, of the whole creation,
wprhthﬂmgymﬂmammmuﬁhmrm@m&md
am humble enough to allow my conftitution its fhare. [ am
naturally of a chearful difpofition. I view things in their
moft comfortable light, and I unavailingly repine at no-
thing that cannot be retrieved.

I am very glad that you, and your little family, met re-
ciprocally fo well at Waterford, May- you always part un-
willingly and' meet tenderly ! That, I am perfuaded, will
always be the cafe; I can truft to you forit; for I main-
tain that children and fubjets, though their obligations are
certainly the leffer of the two, are much feldomer in the
wrong, than parents and kings.

You afk me what books your daughters fhould read.
Hiftories of all kinds'; firfy, Puffendorff’s Introduttion to the
Hiftory of all Nations, which is very fhort, and.then. the par-
ticular and more extenfive hiftory, ofeach. Corneille, Racine,
Moliere and Boileau, with as many of” the modern French
plays as they pleafe; they being moft correctly pure and
moral. I do not mean thole du Théatre Italien, or dela Foire,
which are exceedingly licentious. Thefe will not be lefs
proper for your fon, whom you thould never fuffer to be
idle one minute. 1 do not call play, of which. he ought to
have a good fhare, idlenefs; but 1 mean fitting ftill 1n a
chair in total ination: it makes boys.lazy and indolent.

Good night, my dear lord ; no man can bs more faith-
fully yoyrs, than.

CHESTERFIELD.

L E T-
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L-E-T T'E R, XVIII
TO THE SAME

London, February 7, 1757,
MY DEAR LORD,

I WOULD not fuffer your friendfhip for me to be a-
larmed by an account of my illnefs, for which I muft
have employed another hand, and therefore ftayed till I could
give you at the fame time an account of my recovery under
my own. This Icannow do; and it is all that I can do,
for [ am not yet got out of my room, to which I have been
confined thefe three weeks, and with great pain by a flying
rheumatic gout. My pain is almoft gone, but my ftrength
and fpirits are by no means reftored. = At my age, and with
my fhattered conftitution, freedom from pain is the beft
that I can exped, and as far as my care will procure me
that negative happinefs, I will exert it; where it will not,
I will patiently bear my fhare of ills.

I fuppofe your ill humours in Ireland are ftill in ftrong
fermentation ; but [hope that between the end of this feffion
and the beginning of the next, an interval of near two
years, they will fubfide ; I mean with regard to thofe nati-
onal points, which have been unfortunately ftirred this win-
ter; for I do not care two pence for your perfonal quarrels
and animofities, if they were but kept clear of national
points, the difcuflion of which can never turn out to the ad-
vantage of Ireland.

‘The remaining pain in my right hand hinders me from
troubling you with a longer letter, but is fufpended while
T'have the pleafure of affuring you that I am,

My dear lord,
Your moft faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

LET-
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i o i g L | e

TO THE SAME.

Spa, Tune 15, 1754.
MY DEAR LORD, pa Jule 15 2754

I DELAYED acknowledging your laft kind letter, which
I received juft before I left England, till T could give
you fome account of myfelf, and the effects of thefe waters
upon that crazy felf. I have now drank them juft a month,
to the greateft benefit of my general ftate of health, but
without the leaft to my deafnefs. - They have in a great
meafure reftored both my ftrength and my fpirits, which,
when I left England, were much affected by my long illnefs
in the fpring. In hopes of fill farther benefit, (for who is
ever fatisfied with what he has? ) I fhall drink them a month
longer, and then return with as much impatience to my
own country, as I left it with relutance. You know this
deteftable place well enough to judge what a facrifice 1
make to. the hopes 'of health, by refolving to ftay here a
month longer.

By the public news papers I find that you are till far
from being quiet in Ireland ;~ I am hearuly forry for-if.
The country in general muft {uffer in the mean time.  Bour-
déatix. and its environs alone will be the gainers. - Go-on
and follow your own good confcience, which will, T am fure,
never miflead you. Vote unbiaffed for the real good of
both! countries, without the leaft regard either to the clamor
crvium prava jubentium (out-cry of citizens commanding un-
juft thisgs), or to the vulius infiantis tyranni (dread of a
menacing tyrant). (

I hope iyou and all your family are well, I wifhit fin-
cerely ; for T am moft heartily, my dear lord, -

Yours,

CHESTERFIELD.

LET-
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LB TT T B KXY
TO THE SAME.

Ba-ﬂl: NO‘B—'. 14y 1754
MY DEAR LORD;

K NOWIN G, by long experience, the kind part you
: take in whitever concerns me, T deliyed acknowledg-
ing your faft letter, in hopes of Being able; in fome time,
to give you a better account of my health than Tecould thes
have done. | hdd jultat that tie; had a very fevere return of
my old vertiginous complaint, which, a5 ufual; left my whole
anirtial fyftem weak and lahgiiid.  The beft it in England,
which I take that of Blackheath to be, a ftrict regimen;and
a propeér degree of exereile, did riot reftore; I tight almoft
fay, revive mie. I fought therefore for refuige here) and
thank God, [ have 1ot only fotind it, but in fome meafure
recovery too. - The dilorders of miy head and ftomach are
intitely removed by théfe watérs; which I have niow drank
three weeks ; {o that [ may reafonably hope that the three
wecks miorey which | propofe paffing here, will' fet mé up
for pdrt of the winter at leaft : for at my age; ‘and with my
fhittered conttitittion, ‘1 am not fillily fariguine enough'to
expect a radical cure. T confider myfElf here; asar old de-
cayed vellel, of long wedt dand tear; brought into the wet
docl; to Beeareened and patctied up, not for any lotig voy-
agey but only to {Erve ds 2 coaftet for fome little time long-
et “How lofig- thiat may be, ¥ little knidw, 4nd as little
care ; “Fam firélative to this werld; 4nd this wotld to fhe.
My only attention now is to live, while I dt live ifit; with-
out Paihj and wher Fléave it) toleavéit withour fear. ' |

I hope that 'yéu, youroung family; and ruisi ghants; are
all well. May you long continue {o! 1am, my dear lord,

Your moft faithful {riend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

LET-
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L B B B EsiBerm XX
TO THE SAME.

Janwary 29, 1755,
MY DEAR LORD,

A M little able to write, and lefsfo to think, having been

o ill-all this week, of my old complaints in my head and
flomach, that I amto go to-Bath as foon asIfhall be able to
endure the fatigue of the journey, which I hope may be, in
five or fix days, My anfwer to your laft kind letter muft
therefore be much fhorter than otherwife it probably would
have been.

I have carefully read over lord Limerick’s* bill, and ap-
prove of the principle. I had thought of {uch a one, when
[ was in Ireland, but foen found it would be.impolfiible to
carry it through the houfe of commonsin any decent thape ;
but Thould lord Limerick think proper to puth it this feflion,
I would recommend a few alterations. I would only re-
quire the priefts to take the oath of allegiance fimply, and
not the fubfequent oaths, which, in my opinion, no real papift
can také; the confequence of which would be, that the leaft
confcientious priefts would be regiftered, and the moft con-
fcientious ones excluded. = Befides that, where one oath will
not bind, three will not; and the pope’s difpenfation from
the oath of allegiance will not be more prevalent, nor more
eafily granted, than his difpenfation from that oath, by
which his power is abjured. _Put then I would make that
fingle oath of allegiance more full and folemn, as for inftance.
“ I, A. B.'duly corifidering the facred nature of an oath,
and the horrible crime of perjury, which, by all' the reli-
oions in the world, is juftly abhorred as a moft damnable
fin; do moft fincetely promife and {wear that'I wll be
faithful and bear true allégiadce ‘to'his ‘majefty king
George theé fecond.  So help e that great and cternal
* God, who krows niy inmoi{’ thoughts, anid whom 110w
moft folétrnly ¢all ipod to attell the truth 'of them.”

43
114
i
111

11
L1

#* Afterwards earl of Clanbrazil.

The
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The perfon taking this oath fhould be obliged to recite
diftinétly and deliberately, and not to be allowed to mut-
ter it over in that indecent and flovenly manner, in which
oaths are generally taken. I will venture to add, thofe who
will not obferve this oath, taken in this manner, will fill
lefs obferve any abjuration cof the Pope’s difpenfing power;
fince fuch abjuration is, by all papifts looked upon as 2
nullity.

I would alfo advife that all penalties of death, which in
thefe cafes muft end in impunity, fhould be changed into
clofe imprifonment, for a term of years, or in fome cafes
for life. ‘Then there would be perhaps detections and pro-
fecutions ; but in cafe of death there will be none; for who
will go and hang a poor devil only for being a regular, or
an enthufiaft ?

When I tell you that thefe are my thoughts upon this
fiibjet, I do not affirm that I think at all, for in truth; I am
fo weak in body at this time, that I prefume Iam juft as
weak in mind too. - Thisonly I am fure of, that I am, my

dear lord, moft faithfully

Yours,

CHESTERPIELD.

LESTE R XX
TO THE SAME,

Londony March 12, 1755.
MY DEAR LORD,

HIT E* was puzzled, what account to give you
of me, and therefore gave you none, and, to fay
the truth, . I am pretty. much in.the fame cafe myfelf ; only
refolved to-anfwer as well as I can your kind enquiries after
me. - .1 am. tolerably well one day, ill the next, and well

¢ An old and faithful fervant ef lord Chefterfield.

again
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again perhaps the third; that is, my diforders in my
ftomach, and my giddinefles in my head, return frequently
and unexpectedly. Proper care and medicines remove them
for the time, but none will prevent them. My deafnefs grows
gradually worfe, which in my mind implies a total one be-
fore it be long. In this unhappy fituation, which I have rea-
fon to fuppofe will every day grow worfe, I ftill keep up my
pirits tolerably, that is, I am free from melancholy,
which T think isall that can be expected. This I imputeto
that degree of philofophy, which I have acquired by long
experience of the world. T have enjoyed all its pleafures,
and confequently know their futility, and do not regret
their lofs. I appraife them at their real value, whichin truth
isvery low; whereas thof¢, who have not experienced, always
over-rate them. They only fee their gay outfide, and are
dazzled with their glare ; but Thave been behind the {cenes.
It is 2 common notion, and like many common ones a very
falfe one, that thofe, who have led a life of plcafure and bufi=
nefs, can never be eafy in retirement ; whereas I am per-
fuaded that they are the only people who can, if they have
any fenfe, and refletion. They can look back occulo irretorto
(without an evil eye) upon what they from knowledge de-
fpife ; others have always a hankering after what they are
not acquainted with. I look uponall that has pafled, as one
of thofe romantic dreams, that opium commonly occalions,
and I do by no means defire to repeat the nanfeous dofe, for
the fake of the fugitive dream. When Ifay that I hdve no
regret, T do not mean that I have no remorfe ; for a life of
either bufinefs or ftill more pleafure, never was, nor never
will be, a ftate of innocence. But God, who knows the
ftrength of human paflions, and the weaknefs of human rea-
fon, will, it is to be hoped, rather mercifully pardon, than
jutly punifh, acknowledged errors. .

I fuppofe you already know that you have a new lord lieu-
tenant, lord Hartington, who, it is thought, will heal and
compofe your divifions. I heartily with, for the fake of the
country, that it may prove fo. :

A war with France is generally looked upon hete as -
evitable; but for my own part, I cannot help thinking as
well as withing that things may end quietly in a treaty. 1
am fo remote, and fo indifferent a {peQtator, except in the

Vo, IIL Z wifhes;
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wifhes, which every man owes to his country, that I am
il informed myfelf, and confequently no good informer of
others.

I hope your little family are all well, and continue to
an{wer your care in their education. May you and they be
long and mutually comforts 10 eachother !” Adieu, my dear
lord ; no man living can be more fincerely and aﬁ"eétitmate]y
than [ am,

Your faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

E-EEE T ER - XXHIL
TO THE SAME.

Blackheath, June 26, 1733
MY DEAR LORD,

OULD I take any thing ill of you, who Tam fure ne-

ver meaned any to me or any man living, it would be
your fufpecting that Idid; which I believe is the firft unjuft
fufpicion that ever you entertained of any body, and I am
the more concerned at it, becaufe I know that it gave you
uneafinefs. [ confefs myfelf four lettersin your debt, but, to
tell you the truth, I have of late contracted {o many debts
of that kind that I am very near a bankruptcy, though not
a fraudulent one, upon my word, for I will honeftly declare
my circumftances; and then my creditors will, Idare fay,
compound with me upon reafonable terms, White told you
true, when he told you that I was well, by which he meaned
all that he could know, which was, that [ had no immediate
lnefs ; but he did not know the inward feelings, which in-
crealing deafhefs and gradually declining health occafion.
Some time before I leff Iondon I had a fevere return of my
old complaints in my head and ftomach, which are always
followed
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followed by fuch weaknefs, and languors, that I am incapa-~
ble of any thing but reading, and that too in an idle and
defultory “manner. Writing fecms tobe alting, as was
afferted in thecafe of Algernon Sidney, which my wis iner-
tie will not fuffer me to undertake, and [ put it off from
day to day, as Felix did Paul, toa more convenient feafon.
When I “removed to this place, I flattered myfelf that the
purity of the air, and the exercife of riding, which it would
tempt me to take, would reftore me to fuch a degree of
health, ftrength, and confequently {pirits, as to enable me
not only to difcharge my epiftolary debts, but alfo to amufe
myfelf with writing fome effays and hiftorical tracts. I was
foon difappointed ; for I had not been here above ten days,
when 1 had a ftronger attack than my former, and which, 1
believe, would have been the final one, had Inot very fca-
fonably been let blood. From that time, though, as they
call it, recovered, I have more properly crawled, than walk-
ed among my fellow vegetables, breathed than exifted, and
dreamed than thought. This, upon my word, isthe true
and only caufe of my long filence. I begin to regain ground
a little, but indeed very flowly.

As to the letter which you feared might have difpleafed
me, I proteft, my dear lord, Ilooked upon it as the tendereft
mark of your friendfhip ; I had given occalion toit, and I
expected it both from your affetion and your charalter.
Thofe refle€tions are never improper, though too often un-
welcome, and confequently ufelefs in youth: but I am now
come to 2 time of life both to make and receive them with
fatisfaction, and therefore I hope with utility. One cannot
think of one’s own exiftence without thinking of the eternal
author of it; and one cannot confider his phyfical or moral
attributes without fome fear, though in my mind ftill more
hopes. It is true we can have no adequate notions of the
attributes of a beingfo infinitely fuperior to us; but accord-
ing to the beft notions, which we are capable of forming of
his juftice and mercy, the latter, which is the comfortable
fcale, feems neceffarily topreponderate. Your quotation from
archbifhop Tillot{on contains a fair and candid accountof the
Chriftian religion ; and had his challenge been accepted, he
would certainly have had an eafy victory. He was certainly
the moft gentle and candid of all churchmen of any religité?.

Z 2 "
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Un efprit de corps is too apt, though I believe often unper-
ceived, to biafs their conduct and inflame an honeft, though
too in temperate, zeal. It is the fame 1n every fociety ofmf. n;
for it is in human nature to be affe¢ted and warped by ex-
ample and numbers : you are, without a compliment, the
only one that I know untainted.

To defcend to the world, and particularly to that part of
it where you refide, your prefent ftate feems to me an auk-
ward one; your late ferment {eems rather {ufpended than
quieted, and I think I fee matter for a fecond fermentation,
when your parliament meets. Some, I believe, will afk too
much, and others perhaps will grant too little. I wifh both
parties may be wifer and honefter, and then they will be
quieter thanthey have been of late. Both fides would be
highly offended, if one were to advife them to apply them-
felves to civil matters only, in thelimited fenfe of that word,
I mean trade, manufactures, good domeftic order, fubordi-
nation, &c. and m* to meddle fo much with politics, in
which I cannot help faying, they are but bunglers. No harm
i1s intended them h@m he:‘(.e and 1f they will be quiet, no
harm will be done them. "The people have liberty enough,

and the crown has prerogative enough. Thole are the real
enemies to Ireland, who would enlarge either at the expence
of the other, and who have ftarted points, that ought never
to have been mentioned at all, but which will now perpetu-
ally recur.

By this time, I fear, I havetired you ; but I am fure that
in half this time I fhould have been tired with writing halffo
much to any body elfe. ~ Adicu thep, my dear lord, and be
convinced that while Iam at all, I {hall be, with the trueft
efteem and effeétion,

Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD:

I hope the young family continues to be well, and to do well.




g R —— s s — - r— - - A

2

70 HIS FRIENDS. BOOK, Il LET. XXIV. 341

LB ReB R XKV

Blackheath, Aug. 30, 1755,
MY DEAR LORD,

Confefs myfelfin every refpect a very bad correfpondent.
I My heart only does its duty, but my head and hand of-
ten refufe to do theirs. You, Tam fure, are charitable
enough to every body, and juft enough to me, to accept
of intentions initead of actions. ~ Befides I muft acquaint
you, that I have of late had agreat deal more on my hands,
than T cither cared or was fit for. = L’académie aes belles let-
tres at Paris having, God knows why, affociated me to their
body, in return to this unexpected and undeferved compli-
ment, I have bzen obliged to write many letters to individu-
als, and one to the académie en corps (academic body),
which was to be a kind of fpeech; and I fear it was of the
very worft kind, for 1 have been long difufed to compli-
ments and declamations.

Thefe laft fix weeks my ftate of health has been rather
better, tho, by no means good ; and if I can but weather out
the next month tolerably, Iam morally fure of being better
the two following months, which I {hall pafs at Bath ; for
thofe waters always prove a temporary, though never a ra-
dical or permanent, cure of my complaints. However ¢’¢ff
antant de gagné, (it is fo much clear gain) and that is worth
the trouble of the journey.

Hawkins brought me the other day your kind prefent of
Dr. Seed’s fermons. I have rcad fome of them, and like
them very well. But I have neither read nor intend to
read thofe which are meant to prove the exiftence of God;
becaufe it {eems to me too great a difparagement of that
reafon which he has given gs, to require any other proofs of
his exiftence, than thofe which the whole, and every part of
the creation afford us.  If I believe my own exiftence, I
muft believe his : it cannot be proved 4 priori as fome have
idly attempted to do, and cannot be doubted of @ poferiori.
Cato fays very jultly, And that beis all nature cries aloud.
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By what T hear from Ireland, the ferment does not feem
to fubfide hitherto, but-rather to encreafe. However [ can .
not help thinking but that things will go quietly enough in
the next feffion of parliament. The caftie will, T take it
for granted, fome how or other, procurea majority, which,
when the patriots perceive, they will probably think half a

)
loaf better than no bread, and come into meafures. I wifh,

for the {ake of Ireland, that they may ; for Iam very fure
that, while the fquabbles fubfift, the public good never
enters into the head of either party,

However your public affairs may go, Iamvery glad to
find that your private ones go fo well, and that your chil-
dren anfwer your care and expectations, May you long
contribute mutually to your refpective happinefs!

Yours moft faithfully,

CHESTERFIELD,

; : ? }.}ZH!!, (;llﬁ\ 8'.- 1?5:’
AT r MoI
AN LA L

'E' Received vour Jaft kind letter, but the day before I was

: ‘ sand fet out for this place, where [ have
now been juft a fortnight. Inone refpect I am the better for
that fortmighe, I mean with regard to my flomach, or more
properly my digeftion ; for I do not care twopence whither I

I not, but I care much 1o digeft what [ do eat, which
I have not done the laft three monshs, and now do. D’ailleurs,
I am what you call in Ire land, and a very good expreflion I
think it is, wnwell. This unwellnefs affects the mind as well
asthe body, and gives them both 5 difagreeable inertnefs,
I force my body into action, and take proper exercife ; but
there fls no forcing the mind, and al attempts of that kind
are at leaft ineffetual, but oftener difgraceful.

. ;
4 to leave Blackheath

L
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You will be convinced of that truth, when I fend you 2 -
copy of my letter to Pacademie des belles lettres. It was wrote
ivita Minerva, and is the poor offspring of a rape upon my
relu@ant mind. 1 had not time to have it copied for you
before 1 came here, and forgot to bring it with me ; but
when I return to London 1 will fend you a copy.

I am heartily glad that your quarrels are at laft made up
-1 Ireland ; but Iam glad from a very different motive
frommoft other peoples. I am glad ofiit for the fake of the
country, which I fear was the leaft concern of either the bel-
ligerent parties, ‘The triumph of the patriots is complete,
and the power is now theirs; with all my heart, let them
but ufe it well.

There is a great dealofmoney lying dead in the treafury :
let them apply that to real public ufes. Let them encou-
rage the extenfion and improvement of their manufactures,
the cultivation of their lands, and above all the proteftant
charter {chools. Let them people and civilize the country,
by eftablithing 2 fund toinvite and provide for proteftant
firangers.  Let them make Connaught and Kerry know
that there is a God, a king, and 2 government, three things,
to which they are at prefent utter ftrangers. 'Thefe and
other finch kind of meafures would make them patriots in-
deed, and give them juft weight and reputation. They have
got their own fops, and have now leifure to think of the
public, if they pleafe.

I propofe ftaying here a month or fix weeks longer, or
even more, if 1 think that the waters will do more for me.
All places are now alike to me, as I carry my own folitude
with me wherever I go. Adieu, my dear lord.

Yours moft faithfully,

73
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T O THE SAME:

London, Dec. 15, 1753,
MY DEAR LORD,

Brought with me from Bath rather a little more health

than I carried with me there, but full as much deafnefs;
and this is all the anfwer I can make to your laft kind in-
quiries. 'This, you fee, is a ftate rather of fuffering, than
enjoying life, and indeed Iam very weary of’it, but, thank
God, ennuiis not, asit commonly is, attended with melan-
choly ; and during the reft of my journey, I thall rather
flecp in the voiture (carriage) than be reftlefs and uneafy,
as moft travellers are.

I cannot find here the only copy which T had kept of my
letter to Lacademie des belles lettres s but Mr. Briftow took
cne over with him to Ireland, which I dare fay he will rea-
lily fhew you, and you may fignify my confent to it, by
fhewing him this part of my letter.  When you do fee it,
you will find thatits only merit is itsbeing pretty correct
French, and that it has no intrinfic right to be reckoned
among les belles lettres.

KQue le chien mange le loip, ou que le loup mange le chien,
let the dog devour, o1 be devoured by, the wolf) either in
reland or here, isto me matter of great indifference, pro-
ided that thofe who govern either kingdom would but at
heir Ieifure moments, and when they have nothing better to
do, a little confider the public good ; for after all, there is
fuch a thing as public good, though in-general people feem
not to thiek fo. I am not Urtopian enough to propofe, that
1t {hould mnterfere with private intereft ; but perhaps if duly
confidered, it might appear in fome few cafes to coincide
with,.and promute Iit.

Sheridan haslately publithed herean excellent book en-
ticled Britifh education, Waimed with his fubject he pufhes
it rather too far, as all authors do the particular obje¢t that

has
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has ftruck their imagination, and he is too diffufe ; but upon
the whole, it is both a very ufeful and entertaining book.
When you fee it, you will perhaps think that I am bribed by
the dedication to fay what I now fay of it, for he lays me
on thick ; but that, upon my word, is not the cafe. Thetruth
is, that the feveral fituations, which I have been in, having
made me long the plafiron of dedications, I am become as
callous to flattery, as fome people are to abufe.

I think your brother would be much n the wrong to quit
his prefent commiflion of lieutenant-colonel to an old regi-
ment of horfe, for a new-raifed regiment of foot, which with
twenty others, would, I hope, be very foon broke, The ex-
travagant and groundlefs, though general fears of an invafion
from France, juftify, to the timid public, the prefent mulitary
phrenzy ; but, as I am convinced that the former will {foon
vanith, it is to be hoped the latter will foon after fubfide.
This, at leaft, I am very fure of, that we fhall not be able
to pay three years longer the number of troops which we
now havein our pay. Make my compliments to your young
family ; and be affured that I am, moft faithfully and fin-
cerely, your’s,

CHESTERFIELD,

IL-E-T.T.ER XXVIL

TO THE SAME,

Blackheath, July 15, 1756.
MY DEAR LORD,

T is not without doing fome violence to my weak hand,
and weaker head, that[ attempt o fatisfy your friendly
anxiety about my health. I ftill crawl upon the face of the
earth, neither worfe nor better than 1 was fome months ago,
weary of, but not murmuring at, my difagreeable fituation.
Speaking tires and exhaufts me; and as for hearing I have

none left ; {o that Iam ifol¢ 1n the mid(t of my Friepds and
acquaintance :
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acquaintance : but, as I have had much more than my fhare
of the good things of this world in the former part of my life,
I neither do, nor ought to complain, of the change which
now experience. Iwill makethebeft ufe I can of this wretch-
ed remnant of my life, and atone, as well as I can, for the
abufe of the whole piece, by withing that I had employed
it better.

I hope your children continue to deferve well all your ten-
dernefs: that you may have that and every other happinefs,
1s the fincere with of

Your faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

LBl B B R X VL
TO THE SAME.

Blackheath, O&. 11, 1756,

MY DEAR LORD,

HA'T cana hermitfend you from the defarts of Black-

heath, in return for your kind letter, but his hearty

thanks? Ifee nobody here by choice, and I hear nobody any

; where, by fatal neceflity ;and as for the thoughtsofa deaf, foli-
} tary, fick man, theycannot be entertaining for one in health, as
Thope you are. Thofe thoughtswhich relate to you are fuch
as you would defire, that is, fuch as you deferve. My others
feem to be a fucceflion of dreams, but with this comfortable
circumftance, that I have no gloomy ones. No paffions agi-
tate me, no fears difturb me, and no filly hopes gull me any
longer. I have done with this world, and think of my jour-
B R ney to another, which I believe is not very remote. In the
B S mean time, I fhall next week take one to Bath, which the
B f e g fkilful fay may perhaps do me good; & /Za bonne beures
LRI 1 Rt I will try. Tonly afk for negative health ; and if thofe waters
| will procure me that, I fhall be abundantly fatisfied. o

I think




7O HIS FRIT,NDS. BOOK Il LET. XXVIIL XXIX. 347

I think you have taken a very prudent refolution with re-
gard to your approaching election.

My friend George Faulkner dined with me hereone day;
he tells me that reading is not yet come in fafhion in Ireland,
and that more bottles are bought in one week, than books
in one year. Adieu, my dear lord: it is impoflible to be
more truly and faithfully than I am yours,

CHESTERTFIELD,

PUPSTRESEE R

LETTER XXIX.
TO THE SAME.

Bath, Nov. 21, 1756.

MY DEAR LORD,

I Can now make you a return to your laft kind letter,
which Tknow will be more welcome to you, than that
which I made to your former ; for I can tell you that I am
fomething better, and have, inthe month that I have drank
thefe waters, regained a little {trength and flefh. But, as
my relapfes have been very frequent, when I have been in
il 2 better ftate of health than I am yer, I take it thankful-
ly, but only & bon compte (en account), without relying up-~
on its duration or improvement. Whatever happens to me,
I am armed with patience, fatiety, and confidence in my
Creator to meet it coolly. ‘The mad bufinefs of the world, as
Swift fays, is over withme ; and when my time comes, and
the fooner the better, for I am weary, I amready and willing,

Adieu, my dear friend ; writing much hitherto 1s very
troublefome to me.  Yours faithfully,

CHESTERFIELD.

LETL-
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e - el s Rece XXX,

TO THE SAME
Blackheath, Sept. 8, 1757.

I Was very glad to hear of your fafe arrival on the other
fide of the 1 water, and that you found the part of your
family, which you had left there, fo well ; T hope that part
of it which you took with you Bom hence will, by time and
care, be as well too. My own health, which I know you
alwa\,s intereft yourlelf in, gives me nothing to brag of.
About three weeks f:n‘o I had a return of my drlorder- it
is now gone off, anc 1 Tam again in that ftate of vegetation,
In which you left me. In about a month or fix weeks, I pro-
pofe going to Bath, which always f"!w.(" me a reprieve, but
never a free pardon. The halter is always about my neck,
and that you will allow to be rather an uncomfortable ftate
of life.

From this hermitage you muft expect no news : news
does not become an }IL rmitage, but truth does ; and for d’ber-
mite (on the faith of an hermit) I am :

Your fincere and faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERTFIELD.

e et —

E-T T ER XXXI.

TO THE SAME.

Bath, Nov. 22, 1757-
MY -DEAR-LORD

I Shall make but a very upf'n.rquwlﬁw return to your kn‘d
inquiries and folicitude about my health, when I tell
you, that but three days ago I had a very ﬁlnng attack of

my illnefs, which has left me ftill weak and Lrwmi I
tlw_.uo‘ht
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thought myfelf the better for the waters, which T have now
drank 2 month, till'this relapfe came and undeceived me.
All mineral waters, and the whole materia medica, lofe their
efficacy upon my fhattered carcafe ; and the enemy within
is too hard for them. I bear it all with pauence, and with-
out melancholy, becaufe I muft bear it whether [ will or
no. Phyficalills are the taxes laid upon this wretched life ;
fome are taxed higher, and fome lower, but all pay fome-
thing. My philofophy teaches me to refleét, how much
higher, rather than how much lower, I might have been
taxed. How gentle are my phyfical ills, compared with
the exquifite torments of gout, ftone, &c.! The faculties
of my mind are, thank God, not yet much impaired ; and
they comfort me in my worft moments, and amufe me in
the beft.

I read with more pleafure than ever ; perhaps, becaufeit
is the only pleafure I have left. For, fince am ftruck out
of living ‘company by my deafnefs, Thave recourfe to the
dead whom alone I can hear; and I have afligned them
their ftated hours of audience. Solid folios are the people
of bufinefs, with whom Iconverfe in the morning. Quartos
are the eafier mixed company, with whom I fit after din-
ner; and I pafs my eveningsin the light, and often frivolous,
chit-chat of {mall of2aves and duodecimos. ~ This, upon the
whole, hinders me from withing for death, while other con-
fiderations hinder me from fearing it

Does lord Clanbraffiil bring in his regifter bill this fefiion 2
Ifhe can keep it fhort, ¢lear, and mild,” it. will be, in my
opinion, a very good one. Some time or other, though God
knows when, it will be found out in Ircland, that the po-
pith religion aud influence cannot be {ubdued by force, but
may be undermined and deftroyed by art.  Allow the pa-
pifts to buy lands, let and take leafes equally with the pro-
teftants, but fubject to the gavel aé; which will always
have its effect upon their pofterity at leaft. Tye them
down to the government by the tender:but ftrong bonds of
landed property, which the pope will have much ado to
diffolve, notwithftanding his power of loofening and bind-
ing. Ufe thofe who come over to you, though perhapsanly
feemingly at firft, well and Kkindly, inflead of looking for
their cloven feet and their tails as you donow. Increafe both

your
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your number, and your care of the proteftant charter fchools,
Make your penal laws extremely mild, and then put them
ftrictly in execution.

He tibi erunt artes.
(Thefe will be your arts.)

This would do in time, and nothing elfe will, or ought.
I would as foon murder a man for his eftate, as profecute
him for his religious and {peculative errors ; and, fince Iam
in a way of quoting verfes, I will give you three out of
Walfh’s famous ode to King William,

Nor think it a fufficient caufe,
To punifth men by penal laws,
For not believing right.

Iam very glad that your daughter is recovered, Iam glad

that you are well, and whatever you are glad of will, upon
my word, gladden,

Your faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

L B P B R A RXXIL
TO THE SAME.

London, March 23, 1758
MY DEAR LORD,

I Find by your letter to madame d’Elitz *, that my two laft
to you mifcarried ; for, upon my word, fince my return
from Bath Thave fent you two letters, one of them particu-
larly with my opinion upon lord Clanbraffiil’sbill. We have
neither of us anyjreafon to regret their lofs; nor fhould I do
it if my fuppofed filence had not given you uneafinefs, and

® Sifler to the countefs of Chelterfield,

made
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made you fufpect very unjuftly a change in my fentiments
towards you. Be affured that can never happen, Iam fo
well convinced of yours for me: my diforders in my head
may, and do very often, render me incapable of writing ;
but they cannot affect my heart, which will always be warm
for my friends: and Iam very fure that you are of that
number.

Lord Clanbraffiil’s bill is thrown out at laft, and perhaps
never the worfe, though I approved of it; but it would be
o altered and mangled before it had pafled the two houfes,
that it would have been worfe than none.

My health and ftrength decay daily, and of courfe my
(pirits. 'The idle dream of this world is over with me; I
am tired of being every thing but of being

Your faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

LETTER XXXIIL
TO THE SAME

London, April 14, 1758,
MY DEAR LORD,

I Received your kind letter of the 7th. The poft is favour-
able tous both, for I receive your letters, andyouefcape
mine, whicharenot worth your receiving, but fromthe intereft
you take in the health of a faithful friend, I fhould rather
have ufed the word exiftence, than that of health, not having
been acquainted with the thing thefe two or three years. 1
am now comparatively better than I have been this winter,
but very far from being what a healthy man would call well.
T hat degree of health I give up entirely ; I might as well
expect rejuvenefcence.

your

i
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Your political world in Ireland is now quieted for the time
being. May that quiet laft ; but I do not think it will. You
are come to that ftatein Ireland, which Dr. Brown too truly
reprefents to be the ftate of England, in his Eftimate of the
Manners and Principles of the times, of which he has juft
publifhed a fecond volume. If you have not already got
them, I advife you to apply to my philofophical friend George
Faulkner for them. They are writ with {pirit and elegancy,
and are, I fear, too juft.

I am, my dear lord,
Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD,

LETTER  XXXIV.

TO THE SAME

Blackheath, May 23, 1758.
MY DEAR LORD,

Have received your letter of the 4th inftant. The day
I afterwards I received the book which you was fo kind as
to fend me by major Maccullogh, and the day after that,
by Mr. Ruflel, your bill for expences incurred and not pro-
vided for, which I have paid.

Now, firft to the firft. You follicit a very poor employ-
ment fo modeftly, and offer your daughters as fecurity for
your good behaviour, that I cannot refufe it you, and do
hereby appoint you my fole commiffioner for the kingdom
of Ireland. ' 'T'o the fecond. ‘T'his ninth volume of Swift will
not do him o much honour, as I hope it will bring profit to
my friend George Faulkner. "The hiftorical part* is a party
pamiphlet, founded on the lie of the day, which, as _lol‘d
Bolingbroke who had read it often affured me, was comne
and delivered out to him, to write Examiners, and other
political papers upon.

* The hiftory of the four lait years of the queen.

That
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That fpirit remarkably runs through it. Macarteney, for
inftance, murdered diuke Hamilton ; nothing 1s falfer, for
though Macarteney was very apable of the vileit actions,
he was guiltlefs of that, as I myfelf can teltify, who was
at his trial in the king’s bench, when he came over vos
luntarily to take it, in the late king’s time. There did
not appear even the leaft ground for a fulpicion of it, not
did Hamilton, who appeared in court, pretend to tax him
with it, which weuld have been in truth accufing himfelf
of the utmoft bafenefs, in letting the murderer of his
friend go off fromi the ficld of battle, without either res
fentment, purfuit, or even accufation, till three days afs
terwards. This ke was invented to inflame the Scotch
nation againft the whigs; as the other, that prince Lugene
intended to murder lord Oxford, by employing a fet of
people called Mohocks, which fociety, by the way, never
exilted, was calculated to inflame the mob of London.
Swift took thofe hints de la meilleure foi du monde, and
thought them materials for hiftory. So far he is blame-
lefs. ;

Thirdly and laftly, I have paid Mr. Ruflel the twenty-
feven pounds five fhillings, for which you drew your bill.

[ hope you are fenfible that I need not have paid it till 1
had received the goods, or at leaft till 1 had proofs of
your having fent them, but where [ have in general a
good opinion of the perfon, I always proceed frankly,
and do not ftand upon forms, and I have without flattery
fo good an opinion of you, that I would truft you not
only with twenty-feven pounds, but even as far as thirty-
leven.

Your friend’s letter to you, inclofed in the book, 1s an
honeft and melancholic one: but what can Idoin it? He
feems not to know the nature of faftions in Ireland, the
prevailing for the time being is abfolute, and whofo trani-
greffeth the lealt of their commandments is guilty of the
whole. A lord licutenant may if he pleafes govern alone,
but then he muft, as I know by experience, take a great
deal more trouble upon himfelf than moft lord lieute-
nants care to do, and he muft not be afraid : but as they
commonly prefer otium cum dignitate, their guards, their
battle-axes, and their trumpets, not to mention perhaps,
the profits of their poft, to a laborious execution of it,
they muft neceffarily rule by a fa&ticn, of which faltion

Vor. 1l A a tor
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for the time being, they are only the firft flaves : the con-
dition of the obligation is this, your excellency or your
grace wants to carry on his majefty’s bufinefs fmoothly,
and to have it to {ay when you go back, that you met with
no difficulties, this we have fufficient ftrength in parlia-
ment to engage for, provided we appear to have the fa-
vour and countenance of the government, the money,
be it what it will, fhall be chearfully voted ; as for the
public you fhall do what you will, or nothing at all, for
we care for that no more than we fuppofe your grace or
excellency does, but we repeat it again, our recommen-
dations to places, penfions, &c. mult prevail, or we fhall
not be able to keep our people in order. Thefe are al-
ways the exprefled, or at leaft the implied, conditions of
thefe treaties, which either the indolence or the infuffici-
ency of the governors ratify : from that moment thefe
undertakers bury the governor alive, but indeed pom-
poufly: different from the worfhipful company of under-
takers here, who feldom bury any body alive, or at leaft
never without the confent and privity of the next heirs.

I am now {ettled here for the fummer, perhaps for ever,
in great tranquillity of mind, not equally of body; I make
the moft of it, I vegetate with the vegetables, and I crawl
with the infects in my garden, and I am, fuch as I am
moft faithfully and fincerely

Yours,
CHESTERFIELD.

e I el SR NS B & s
TO THE §AME.
Blackheath, June 2, 1758

MY DEAR LORD,

I AM now in poffeflion of the goods you procured me,
and they are both excellent in their kind ; but how
difficult, not to fay impoffible, it is to find an honeft fac-
tor. You have not cheated me it is true, but you have m?l&

groliy




ey

Howis FRIENDS. ook 1f. LET. XXXIV .XXXV. XXXVI. 355
profly defrauded the bithop of Waterford, as appears by
your own account here inclofed, you fet down two pieces
and fourteen yards of cloth £.16. 7. 3 di whereas 1
have received feven pieces and fourteen yards, which muft
certainly come to a great deal more. Jtem, you fct down
but fix dozen and fix pints of Ufquebaugh, whereas I have
received nine dozen and fix, for which you put down only
[.13. 55 and which makes it as cheap as porter’s ale.
Pray retrieve your charatter, which is at ftake, and clear
up this matter to the Bifhop, and to

Your faithful fervant,

CEESTERFIELD,

B e e e T XXXVI
TO THE 8AME.
Blackheath, Aug. 29, 1758

¥ Cannot return fuch an anfwer as we could either of us
[ with, to your frequent and friendly inquiries after my
weakened and decaying body and mind. I amat leaft
unwell, often worfe, and never quite well. My deafnels,
which is confiderably increafed, deprives me of that con-
folation, which ficknefs commonly admits of, the conver-
fation of a few friends; and my illnefs deprives me of the
chief confolation under deafnéfs, which is reading and
writing. My head will feldom let e read, and feldomer
Jet me think, confequently ftill feldomer let me write.
Shall I tell you that I bear this melancholy fituation, with
that meritorious conftancy and refignation which moft
people boaft of? No, for I really cannot help it; if 1
could, I certainly would, and fince I cannot, Ihave com-
mon fenfe and reafon enough, not to make my fituation

worfe, by unavailing reftlefsnefs and regret.
I hope, for vour fake and many other people’s, that
your health is perfect, for I know that you will employ 1t
A a2 & m
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mdomrr good. May you long havethat power, asT am fure
you u-ll a‘wav have thofe 111cI11mt10m! [ am, with real
truth and imndﬂpp
My dear lord,
Your moft faithful fervant,
CHESTERFIELD.

L-E T-7T-E R- XXXVIL
0. T-H K lS A M E.

London, Feb. 20, 1730
MY DEAR LORD,

Received yefterday your very kind letter of the 1oth,

with the mc]mul which l forwarded according to the
d]rtcuwh. No apologies about that, for I am very glad
to be the entrepat betweer }'mh and whoever you Lorld
pond with. White protefts that he troubled you with
letter, long fmcc the time mentioned in your’s. For tht*.fc
three months he has been confined with the gout, and is
but ]dh got about me again. But neither could he, norl
myfelf, have given you any account of my moft unac-

=

countable Vilﬂéf‘, for I am ill, better, and worfe, within
the fpace of every half hour ; all that I know is, that it is
a miferable latter end o' Lit. But it would not be rea-
fonable in me to complain, as the former part was happier
than I could in juftice pretend to.

I iam l]O[llHl“ to you upon the death of your brother
(@) ; I never upon tlmﬁ, occafions do, where I am fure
the concern is fincere: yours, I dare Li‘, was fo; but you
had this juft refle¢tion to comfort you, that he lLft a good
character, and a reafonable fortune to his family, behind
him. @ :

Adieu, my dear lord; my head will not be held down
any longer.

1
f
1S

Yours fincerely,
CHESTERFIELD.

(a) The bithop's brother, colonel Chenevix, of the Carabineers

L E T-
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Blackheath, June 13, 1759
MY DEAR LORD,

A'M extremely obliged to you for your kind letter of
i the 2d, and thank God, can return youa more fatis-
i"lum} anfwer than, for fome time paft, I have been able
todo. In the firft place, Iam ahve, which neither 1 nor
any body ¢ I.LL’ fix months ago, thought thatl I thould be.
In the next place my old, crazy,: and {hattered carcaie en-
joys more negative health than it has done for along time.
Iowe this unexpeted ar endment to milk, which, in
this my fecond inf dﬂ("\, I live upon almoft as entirely as 1
did in my firft. Affes, cows, and even goats club to main-
tain me. 1 have in particular a white amaltbea, that [h._
upon the heath all day, and ﬂuum the moft falutary and
odoriferous herbs, w hich 1’11L brings me night and mor-
ning filtrated into milk. Thus ] 1ub on in a tolerable
mediocrity ; life is neither a burthen nor a pleafure to me,
but a certain degree of ennui nec Lliduh attends that
neutral I’Lu S ﬂm.h makes me very \mlmrr to part with
it, when he who placed me here thinks 1.:, to Ull me a-
way.

I fuppofe you felt fome pangs at parting with your fon,
and your tender anxiety will ‘Take you feel {til I more in
his abfence. May he z.'ni'\'\'c*a not mll}f your e \},L&ﬁtmu
but your fondeft withe | Tam fure it 1s one of the warni-
eft of mine.

L'am

Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CEESTERFIELD.
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LR B SRR XX
TO THE SAME,

London, Dec. 9, 1759.

[
=

{Y DEAR LORD,

¥ Confels I h ave been long in arrears with you, and owe
you a great dea l for your frequent and kind Ei‘ql,ll‘lfi‘i
atter my huhl to ip:_ak: more properly, my want of
::; but 1t has not b Eul in my power to pay. I have been
..... e three months, not only too ill to write,
'Hzt oo il l to {peak, thm};, or mave. 1 have now a favour-
able moment of nLgative health, and that is the moft that
I muft ever expeét, and I think I cgnnot emplo} it better
than in thanking you for your friendthip, and in affuring
you of mine. When Ireflect upon the poor remainder of
my life, I look upon it as a burthen that muft every duy
grow hPamer and heavier, from the natural progreflion of
ph"u calills, the ufual companions of increafingyears ; and
my reafon tells me that [ thould with for the end of it, but
inftint, often ftronger than reafon, and perhaps oftener
in the tmbt makes me take all proper methods to put it
off.. ~This- innite fentiment alone, makes me bear life
with patience, for I afflure you I have no farther ]mpr:a but
cn the contrary many f*?m, fromit. None of the pri-
mitive Anachoretes in the Thebais could be more detached
from lifethari Iam. I confider it as one who is wholly un-
concerned in it, and even when I refle& back, upon what
re:'ep v.'*a,t 1 h'u';, hc,ard avd wlut I ham: done
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hu u} am,t Lu;tn_.., and p Ieafmr:‘q of the W mld had any
reality, but they feem to have been the diu_ms of reftl efs
n 1{*}15. qu; ph;idoy\h'\ , however, Ithank God, neither
makes me four nor melancholic ; I fee the folly and abfur-
dity of mankind, without indignation or peevithnefs. 1
with them wifer, and co: mmmnm better than they are.
I mity the weak and the wicke dD with out envw,rmrr thc‘ wile
a mi the good, but endeavouring to the utn 1ot of my abi:
l|

ies to be f‘:“.-'-’ of that minority.

X
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You are not quite fo philofophical mn Ireland, where all
e tourbillons of Defcartes feem tobe in the moft rapid
motion. What do your mobs mean? The Hibernian {pi-
rits are exceedingly inflammable. Lenients and refriger-
atives will cool and quiet them.

[ 2m very forry that your daughter’s lamenefs feems in-
curable, for I heartily wifh well to every limb of your fa-
mily, and am

Your moft fincere and faithful fervant,
CHESTERFIELD.

P. S. Lady Chefterfield bids me aflure you of her

fervice and efteem. *

LETTER XL
To THE SAME.
London, Jan. 22, 17060.
MY DEAR LORD,

HEN I received your laft letter, I was not in a con-
dition to anfwer, and hardly to read it; I was fo
extremely ill, that 1 little thought that I fhould live to the
date of this letter. 1 have within thefe few months more
than once feen death very near, and when one does fee it
near, let the beft or the worft people fay what they pleale,
it is a very ferious confideration. 1 thank God, I faw it
without very great terrors, butat the fame time the divine
attribute of mercy, which gives us comfort, cannot make
us forget, nor ought it, his attribute of juftice, which
muft blend fome fears with our hopes. The faculty tell
me that I 2m now much better, and to be fure 1 am fo,
compared with what I was a fortnight ago, but however
ftill in a very wedk and lingering condition, not likely in
my opinion to hold out long ; but whether my end be more
or lefs remote, I know I am tottering upon the brink of this
Aayg wotld,
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world, . and my thoughts are employed about the other.
However, while I crawl upon this planet, I think mylelf
obliged to do what good I can, in my narrow domeftic
ipherey to my fellow creatures, and to with them all the
good I cannot do. What fhare you will always have in
thofe withes, our long friendfhip, and your own merit,
which I have fo long known, will beft tell you,

I am, with great truth and juft efteem,
Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

London, April 29, 1760

MY DEAR LORD,

T R. des Voeux brought me your kind letter, and

3

iend me (for he is gone to Gtrmm:y) his Ec-
lefiaites as Joon as it-comes out.~ 4 propes of that book,
hope you have feéen Veltaire’s précis of it in verfe. No-

in my mind can be finer, than both the ‘fenfe and
J b

etryof it ; for fear that you thould not have feen it, I
will give you two paflages out of it, that firuck me exceed-

ey
ngly.

vy
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Dieu nous donna les biens, il veut gulen en jouifle,
Mais n’oubliez jamais leur canfe et lenr auteur,
Et lorfque vous goutez fa divice faveur,

O! mortels gardez vous dioublier fa juftice®.

¥ Thefe lines may be thus rendered in Englifh:
God gave vs bleffings, freely to enjoy; .

Morrals ! remnember from whofe hand they came,
And, while you tafte his gracious gifts with joy,

Both love and reverence his awful name.

N
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This is exaétly from the original, but the following lines

o

are 1N my nync a great improvement.

Répandez vos bienfaits ¢ mMAags
Méme aux moms vertuéux ne 1es 1 ¢ pas,
Ne vy s de leur reconnoti
b Rt - s Ha Fatre Apé TR araLe
Il elt grand, 1 seau de faire des ingrais¥,
~t L=
} e Ly s
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I now read Solomon with a fort of {fympathetic
have been as wicked and as vain, though not fo wile as
he: but am now at laft wife enough to feel and atteit the
truth of his refleftion, that all is vanity and vexation of
fpirit. ~ This truth is never fufficiently difcovered or felt
by mere fpeculation, experience in this cafe is neceffary
for conviction, though perhaps at the expence of fomne
morality.

I do not comprehend you in Ireland er détail, but this
I comprehend en gros, that that poor country will be un-
done. All the caufes, that ever deftroyed any country,
confpire in this point to ruin Ireland; premature luxury,
for your luxury outftrips your riches, which in other
countries it only accompanies ; a total difregard to the
public intereft, both in the governed and the governors;
a profligate and fhamelefs avowal of private intereft ; a
univerfal corruption of both morals and manncrs. All
this is more than neceflary to fubvert any conititution in
the world.
~ You exped, from the intereft which 1 know you take
in it, to have fome account of my wretched and almoft
deftroyed conftitution ; but I will only tell you in fhort,
that T am not worfe than I was, and that I know I never
can be better than I am now, though that is bad enough
of all confcience. My ftay in this world cannot be long.
God, who placed me here, only knows when he will
order me out of it; but whenever he does, I thall moft
willingly obey his command, with confidence in his mer-
¢y. Adieu, my dearlord. Tam moft {incerely yours,

CHESTERFIELD.

¢ Diffufe your bounties with aliberal hand ;
Nor {pare the lealt deferving to relieve .

No thanks the generous mind {hould e’er demand ;
"Tis great, ’tis godlike, usrepaid to give.

LET-
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TO THE SAME '

Blackheath, Aug. 28, 1760.

MY D EASR CEC0 RD;

.g Should have anfwered your laft and moft friendly let.

ter fooner, but that the weak and languid ftate which
! have been in, for fome time, did not leave me {pirits
to do any thing, much lefs any thing well. What was
unjuitly and infamoufly urged againft Algernoon Sidney,
I found too true in my own cafe, that-Scribere eff agere,
(writing 1s alling) and therefore I did not undertake it.
Iam now a little better, but this better moment is no fe-
curity that the next will not be a very bad one, for Iam |
more than ournalier in my complaints, even hours make
great variations in them. This, you muft allow, is an
uniortunate latter end of my life, and confequently a
tircfome one ; but I muft own too that perhaps it is a very
jult one, and a fort of balance, to the tumultuous and
mmagmary pleafures of the former part of it. In the ge-
neral courfe of things, there feems to be, upon the i
whole, a pretty equal diftribution of phyfical good and
evil, fome extraordinary cafes excepted, ‘and even moral |
good and evil {feem mixed to a certain degree ; for one 1
never fees any body fo perfe@ly good, or fo perfectly |
bad, as they might be. Why this is fo, it is in vain for .
us upon this planet to inquire, for it is not given us yet ‘
to know. T behold it with a refpecttul admiration, and
cry out, O alijtude!
White told me that you intend to turn gardener, and
that your firft trial is to be raifing of melons, for which
reafon 1 have fent you fuch a provifion of good melon
feed of different kinds, as will ferve you, your nati nd-
torum, et qui nafcentur ab illis ; (your children’s children,
and thofe that will be born of them) but, as an older and
more experienced gardener, than you are, I muft add
fome inftruions as to their culture. Know then that
they are much better raifed in tanner’s bark than in dung}
that you fhould put but two {eeds in what the gardeners
call a light, and that when they are about half grown, i
the weather is hot, you fhould cover them with oiled

papers
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paper, inftead of glafs, to fave the vines from being
burned up before the fruit is ripe. I, and moft people
here, prefer the Canteloupes, but they are not the beft
bearers.

Iam very glad that your fon does hitherto fo well at
the univerfity, and there is no doubt of his continuing to
do fo, provided he keeps clear of the epidemical vices of
colleges in general, and of Irifh colleges in particular.
You may eafily guefs that I mean that beaftly degrading
vice of drinking, which increafes with years, and which
ends in ftupid fottifhnefs. 1 hope all the reft of your
family are as well as I with them, for upon my word, I
fincerely with you all #uiti quanti as well as you can wifh
yourfelves.

I am, my dear lord,
Your faithful friend and humble {ervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

EEE-T-T-E R XLUL
TO THE SAME,

London, Dec. 16, 176e,
MY DEAR LORD;,

IMakc no excufes for the irregularity of my correfpon-
dence, or the unfrequency of my letters ; for my de-
clining mind keeps pace with my decaying body, and I
can no more firibere digna legi (write things worthy to be
read), than 1 can facere digna Jferibi, (do things worthy
to be written). My health is always bad, though fome-
times better and fometimes worfe, but never good. My
deafnels increafes, and confequently deprives me of the
comforts of fociety, which other people have in their
illnefles ; in fhort, this laft ftage of my life is a very te-
dious one, and the roads very bad ; the end of it can-
not be very far off, and 1 cannot be forry for it. I wait
for it, imploring the mercy of my Creator, and depre-
cating his juftice. The belt of us muft truft to the

former, and dread the latter.
' Ide
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I do not know what pi&ure it is of the late lord Scar.
borough, that you would have copied ; I have none, nor
do I know of any, unlefs perhaps Jemmy Lumley has
one, fo fend me your farther direttions about it.

In my opinion you are very much in the right not to
concern yourfelf in the contefted eleions. Abfine a
Sfabis (Abftain from beans) is as becoming a maxim fora
bithop, as it was for Pythagoras; moreover, in parlia-
mentary elections perhaps there is no choice. You are
all wild about them in Ireland, and want, it feems, to
have all the ill blood, expence, and riot, which they oc-
cafion, renewed every feven years. 1 with you would be
quiet, for I prophefy that you will get no good by your
politics, but I fear much the contrary,

I queftion whether you will ever fee my friend George

anlbrneyr 14 ] i e T ey B s A
faulgner in lreland again, he is become {o great and

o
confiderable a man here in the republic of letters; he
has.a conftant table open to all men of wit and learning,
and to thofe fometimes who have neither. [ have been
¢

able to get him to dine with me but twice, though other-

I muft do him the juftice to fay, he lives with his
old friends upon the fame ealy foot as formerly. Adieu,
my dear lord : [ am the moit faithful of your friends and

CHESTERTFIELD.

-
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Sozit el IV,

Bath, Mar. 19, 1761,

MY DEAR LORD,

g’ Have been much and long in your debt, contrary to
=L "‘"“"V

.a.]i

wil

— a

my inclination, for I hate to be in any debt, efpeci-
y i marks of friendfhip and affeftion; but I am per-
fuaded you know the fentiments of my heart, with re-
gard to yourfelf, too well to require regular promiflory
notes, for my debts of that kind. Befides, in truth, pa-

Pﬂi’




per credit is fo much ftretched, both here and in Ireland,
that I think it will now go for very little in either country.

You have a new lord iicuttrn ant for your country, who
certainly-is able, and I dare fay mn]nm to do ‘we But
for God’s fake be quiet, 1*1'11d your interior civil interelt,
and do not get into any more political fcrapes with Eng-
land, that will always be too hard for you in the end,
and, if provoked, [ doubt too hard upon you. I have
{till a tendernefs for Ireland, and am 1uui\ concerned
when I hear of its being worked up into a general fer-
ment, only that a few individuals may make the better
batgain for themielves.

I\nll tell you nothing of the feveral changes at court,
which from the gazettes you will know as much of as 1
do here from the fame atthori ity, for I have no better,
and am glad of it; for what 1s the world now to me, or
Ito the world, t‘\m pt as a citizen of it, in which capa-
city I will always endeavour to do my htl part to my
fellow creatures? 1know no ufe that a deaf, infirm,
wretched creature as I am, can be of to fociety, unlefs
that of maintaining the neceflary number of his {pecies,
to attend and nurfe him. Your conftant and kind anxi-
ety about my health makes you, I know, defire that I
fhoud give you fome account of it, but I cannot by
any means give you fuch an account as you would with
for. T came here juft fix weeks ago, and for the firlt
fortnight was abundantly better, and I with 1 had then
cut out a winner, to ufe the gjumcffcr’s phrafe ; but it
was very natural to continue a medicine that did me a

great deal of good, in hopes of more ; for who is fatis-
lltd with, or knows what is, enough? Since that, the
waters have done me as much harm as at firft they did me
good, and | return to London next Monday, in juft the
fame weak and miferable condition in which’ i came here.

I hope you and all your family are unacquainted with
the ills I feel. May you all long continue fo, and enjoy
all the other comforts and bleffings of life. Iam, my
dear lord, :

TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK IHI. LET. XLIII. XLIV. 363
t ch

Your moft faithful friend,
and humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

LFT-
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LoE T-T-8:R~ XLV,

TO THE 5 AME:

Blackheath, June 9, t763. |
MY DEAR LORD, !

O fatisfy your kind impatience concerning my
health, I am obliged to take up the pen myfelf, |
though little able to conduét it. Poor White has been ;

very 1ll thefe two months, and part of the time in great
danger, from a violent fever, which returned after fuch fhort
intervals as left him no time to recover any ftrength ; but
now fortunately all his complaints have centered in a very
fevere fit of the gout, which I hope will fet all right. He
has lived with me now above forty years; we were young
and healthy together, we are old and crazy, and feem to
be tending to our laft ftage together. This is the natu- |
ral courfe of things, and upon the whole we have neither
of us any caufe of complaint. As to myfelf, I am on¢
day better, and another worfe ; and my ftate of vegeta-
tion, for it is no more, is a lingering and a drooping one. |
Lord Halifax will be with you at the end of Septem- |
ber, or the beginning of O¢tober. I am fure he will - |
make you a good governor, and I hope a popular oné; |
for I know he goes firmly refolved to do all the good he |
can to Ireland. He underftands bufinefs, and, what 15
more, loves it ; he has fteadinefs and refolution to govern
you well himfelf, and he will not be governed by under-
takers. Adieu, my dear lord ; my head, and my hand,
both call upon me to trouble you no longer.

"I am your moft affetionate friend,

and faithful fervant,

CHESTERFIELD:
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TO THE SAME.

Blackheath, Sept. 12, 1761
MY DEAR LORD,

DO not know whether I fhall give you a reafon which

you will reckon a good one, but 1 will honeftly give
you the true one, for my writing fo feldom. It is one of
the effects, and not the leaft difagreeable one, of my dif-
order, to make one indolent, and unwilling to undertake
even what one has a mind to do. I have often fct down
in the intention of writing to you, when the apparatus of
a table, pen, ink and paper has difcouraged me, and
made me procraftinate, and fay, like Feltus, ¢ at a con-
venient time will I fpeak to thee.”” Thofe, who have not
experienced this indolence and languor, I know, have no
conception of them, and therefore many people fay that
I am extremely well, becaufe I can walk and fpeak, with-
out knowing how much it cofts me to do either. This
was the cafe of the bithop of Offory, who reported only
from my outfide, which is not much altered. I cannot
fay, however, that [am pofitively ill, but {can pofitively
fay that I am alwaya unwell. In 11011 [ am in my heal lth,
what many, reckoned in the main good fort of people,
are in thClI’ morals ; they commit no flagrant crimes, but
their conicience h.u‘et]}-‘ reproaches them with the non-
obfervance or the violation of many lefler duties. Whi
1s recovered from his acute illnefs, and is now only in-
firm and crazy, and will be fo as ]L,ng as he lives. 1 be-
lieve we fhall ftart fair.

The bifhop of Offory told me one thing, that | heard
with great pleafure, which was, that your fon did ex-
tremely well at the univerfity, and anfwered, not only
your 110p6a, but your w ifhes ; I fincerely congratulate
you upon it :

The town of London and the city of Weftminfter are
gone quite mad with the wedding and the approaching
coronation. People think and talk of nothmn elfe. For
my part, I have not feen our new queen yet; and as
for the coronation, I am not alive enough to march,

no:
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nor dead enough to walk at it. You can bear now and
then a quibble, I hope; but I am, without the leaft
equivogue, my dear lord,

Your motft faithful friend,
and humble fervant,
CHESTERFIELD.

P. 8. Your lord lieutenant will be with you immedi.
ately after the coronation. He has heard of combi-
nations, confederations, and all forts of ations, to
handcufl” and fetter him ; but he feems not in the
lealt apprehenfive of them.

bl T FE R - XILVIL

MY DEAR LORD,
NEULT R e ey S SO RS T e £ e Wt £
E N la v _Lil l'.l{-}hhtt_.u DUt that !.)L\i. 1aliax’s reception or
b ‘
you would be fuch as, by vour laf

L letter, you inform
me it was. The leaft relation to his late uncle*, and my
friend, will always be a recommendation to him ; but
you have a better. I received yefterday, from my old
friend Faulkner, his fpeech at the opening of this new
parliament, and am moit extremely pleafed both with the
matter and the manner. He dwells upon my three fa-
vourite points; the proteftant charter fchools, the linen
manufacture, and a proper indulgence of the Roman
Catholics.

I have fent Mrs. Ruffell fome melonfeed for you,
which the will convey to you when fhe has a proper op-
portunity. There are two forts, one of the largeft and
belt canteloups I ever eat in my life ; the other is of a
imalier fize, the coat very near black, but rather I think
of a fuperior flavor to the other. If, in raifing them you
make ufe of tann, inftead of dung, they will be much
the better.

i
ig 4

*® The earl of Scarborough.
I am
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[ am perfuaded that your bufinefs in parliament will go
fmoothly on, at leaft this feffion; I hope fo for the fake of
Ireland, that can never be a gainer by quarrelling with
England, however jultly.

As you always infift upon my acquainting you with my
ftate of health for the time being, I willtell you that I am
not worfe, rather a little better, but far from well. Well
Imuft never expe to be. Ithall go, in about ten days,
to the Bath, in hopes of being fomething better, and I
will compound for fmall gains.

I am, my dear lord, moft faithfully yours,

CHESTERFIELD,

LETTER XLVIL

T0 THE S5 AME.

Blackheath, July 8, 1762.

MY DEAR LORD,

CANNOT anfwer your laft kind letter as I could wifh,

and as you, I believe, with full as much as [, by tell-
ing you that 1 am better: all I can do for you is, to tell
you that I am not worfe. I have always reminifcences of
my rheumatifin more or lefs, fometimes very {evere oncs
in my legs, which I do not expect ever to be entirely free
from, for I never knew any man radically cured of rheu-
mati{m ; d’agilleurs fe végete & waila tout, (1 vegetate, and
that is all.)
" Ifincerely congratulate you upon the academical triumphs
of your fon, which muft give you the moft fenfible plea-
fure. Ilook upon your care of him to be now over, ashe
has learning and knowledge to know, that he muft not
only keep what he has, but improve it. It is only thofe
who know very little, that ftop fhort, thinking they know
enough, which ends in knowing nothing.

The piece of callico, which you fent White, is extreme-
ly good and fine. Mind your weaving and {pinning, and

Vol, III, Bb - lay
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lay afide your politics-;  the :mlmde will enrich you, but
take my word for it, you will never be the better for the
atters - T-wifh I could fee y your great politicians labouring

rt like Hercules, with diftaffs,
mitead of feptennial f‘”.':s in the :1‘ hands.  What, and fo
be dc ‘pcm.knt upon. England? fays Mr. Lucas. Yes, I
hope fo; for when Ireland is no longer dependent upon
Ll.gld.hd, the Lord have mercy on it!

+

S £00d of the country,

I am, moft fincerely,

Your faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

EORsE TE R XLEC
e T E ~~3“4 M E.
Blackheath, Sept. 4, 1762.
MY DEAR ELEORD,

Y wretched health, about which you are fo kindly
follicitous, is fo very vartable; - that I can ]1;11(”‘.
give you any account of it at the 1)m1nnmg of a letter,
wrl out having reafon at the end of it to alter that account.
The humor, whether gouty or rheumatic, or rather as'l
think a compotind of both, teazes and chicanes me, {ome-
imes in“my legs, ‘fometimes in my head and ftomacl h, dnd
oriet] ma, t'r“mltfh feldom, 1s m*m quiet, and then I am
cll. as at my time of llff'l can ever hope to be. ~ I muft
take 1t all as it comes, ‘and will bear it with p:{tiﬂnct_. Gad
has fent ph }ll-. al, as well as moral; ills into the world, and
for good and 1.\1“* reafons of his ewn, I am convinced,
which'I do not pretend to know; mnor do I at all admit
thofe r&ifons which  men are plcaf d to aflign forit. 1
with mankind would condefcend tobe -‘dpcuiull} ignotant
of many things, which it is impoflible th*} can ever know
whilft i this world. * But no, we muft know ev ery thing,
an 'ad opt pri [‘C W J}L nat .{v. LTS QWi Ol ](-.]ln.\}] anee.

+
L%
F
2
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The piece of r: 1wi Ik, which you fent me inclofed in your
laft, feems to me, who unc lerftand very little of the matter,
£ '*'uwgl\. gdod; but to tell you the truth, T doubt it will :
never prove an extenfive and profitable manufdétare. it
Your climate is not warm enough for mulberry trees, i
and the worms will not be nourifhed as they are in hotter ' ‘
countries. -However, youdo very well Lo't"\-' for what- |
ever quantity of fitk you may m: ake, will be fo mmh clear i \l
g;}.i‘.]} will ‘enc ourag - “.'7 and let the worlt come to bt
the worlt, the plantations of ‘mulberry trees will adorn the |
country. ~ I am glad to find the fpirit of induftry 1s {o ac- '
tive amongft you ; it is much betterthan the ipnlt of po-
litics, and Ircland will get much more by it. =~ Adieu, my

dear lord. I am, with the greateft truth and dugchun, i

B i
—

mduit

Yours,

CHESTERFIELD,

L ET-FT E-RTu
TO THE SAME. _
i
Blackheath, O&. #, 1762
il
MY DEAR LORD, i
¥ THANK you hear tily for your laft "i'1,1 letter s it is i
i fome fatistaction, Llcmn‘umntuuuj to know that thole '
people vfl om one loves and values intereft themfelves in
them, and I am fure that you takea fincere partin mine.
Iam not worfe, and I am not better; than when T wrote it

to you laft. . I know that I never can nor {hall. be better,

and I will readily compound for never being worle. Fre=

fident I\'Ienteiqu eu, who had been alimoft blind for many

years, ufed tolmﬁ Je jais e m.»ng”,. (1 know how to be L

l:uhml,} and 1 atn fure | have beenlong enoughill, toknow g

héw to be fo. But he was not deaf, andif I were mot {o;

Fihould be mtuch lefs affefted by my other complaints, i

cannot ufe myfelf to deafnefs, mmw“- I have now had if
: Bb 2 fourteen i
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fourteen years; itgives one a ftupid look at firft, and foon
afterwards makes one really fo.

This hasbeen a very bad feafon for the Jefuits, and I
do not very well fee why, unlefs it be that there is a time
for all things, and that theirs is come; for their religious
and moral, orif you will immoral doctrines, have been
the fame thefe two hundred years. They have often in-
deed been attacked during that time, and by great men,

- but have always recovered it, whereas now they die. 1
will venture to prophefy they will never recover, this bea
ing by no means an ecclefiaftical age. I even queftion
whether the popes will hold it out much longer.

I will fend fome excellent melon-feed to Mrs. Ruflel,
who I take it for granted can find fome means of forward-
ing it to you. It is three years old, which we gardeners
reckon the beft age.  Adieu, my dear lord.

I am, moft faithfully,
Yours,
CHESTERFIELD.

In about three weeks, I propofe going to Bath, for my
rheumatic pains,

LE % B R 1l
TO THE SAME.

London, January 6, 1763-

MY DEAR LORD,

CONFESS myflelf a moft lazy and aukward correfpon-
dent, but it is not fo much my fault as it is my misfor-
tune, for writing now is not the eafy tafk to me that itwas
formerly, and both my head and my hand undertake it un-
willingly. However, infpite of them both, I could not let
this feafon pafs by, without wifhing you and yours a
great many happy new years; not in compliance with
cuftom,
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cuftom, but to fatisfy my fentiments of friendfhip and
affection for you.

| am returned from the Bath with much better héalth
than 1 carried there. I have now a tolerable negative
degree of health, which at my age, and with my fhat-
tered conftitution, is all that I can reafonably afk of hea-
ven, for the fhort remainder of my fpan.

[ am glad to hear that I fhall have the pleafure of feeing
you and your fon this fummer: I hope you will not em-
batk before the ftormy feafon is over, which is not till
April or May.

I am, with the truelt friendfhipand efteem,
My dear lord,
Your moit faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

P Sl o A e S R O

TO THE SAME
Bath, Dec. 5, 1763.
MY DEAR LORD,

THANK you for your kind and informing letter,
which I received by the laft poft. I cannot give you
fuch an account of myfelf as I know you with. I was
dangeroufly ill of a bilious fever ten days before I left
London, and remained extremely weak and low from it.
The faculty haftened me to this place, which was, as they
faid, to carry off the dregs of the fever, reftore my
ftrength and {pirits, and what not. The waters, howe-
ver, which I have now drank a full fortnight, have done
no {uch thing ; inftead of that, I grow weaker every day,

and my fpirits lower,
You
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You have a&ed in the affair of the charities as becomes
your ecclefiaftical charatter, and your private charader of
integrity and charity as a man, in endeavouring to detedt,
it you cannot punith, thofe facrilegious ‘frauds, in di.
verting to infamous political jobs, the fums of money be-
queathed and appropriated for the rclief of the poor.
That I call facrilege in the higheft degree, if giving to
the poor be, as undoubtedly it is, lending to God. This
is 2 much more criminal facrilege than ftealing an old
pulpit cloth out of a parifh church, that can do as well
without it, and which, though cananically called facri.
lege, is, in my mind, but humble robbery. Go on then,
my good lord, and dete& not only the thieves, but thofe
who connive at them. Thou faweft a thief, and confent.
edit unto him, was formerly the defeription of a very bad
charafter, and fhould be o ftill, unlefs your doctors of
divinity: will fay, like Moliere’s doftor of phyfic, nous
auons changt tout cela, (we have altered all that.) Good
night, my dear lord,

Yours moft faithfully,

o

CHESTERFIELD.

P

London, Mar. 17, 14764

MY DPEAR LORD,

OUR Ilaft letter, which I received this week, made

B me two letters in your debt : but you are {o ufed to

my bad payment, that I am fure you will excufe it, efpe-

cially when you eonfider that people of quality feldom

pay at all, whereas I fometimes pay fomething in part,
and upon account,

I aflure you it is no compliment, but a literal truth,

when I tell you thatI have the warme# fenfe of your
kindnefs,
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hmdntf%, in providing my ol 1d and chilled carcafe, with
fuch a quantity of flannc 1. T have cut my wailtcoats ac-
cording to my cloth, and they come half way down my
fn'”m

I am told you arealltoge ther by the earsin [reland. We
are fo here tnm, and it will al ways be {o, while avarice
and ambition trimmnph over r¢ afon and virtue. Adieu,
my dear lord. Tam

Moft faithfully yours,

eI i S \ G o
liJELL.'n.LjL-'.‘ﬂL!l, Cz& 1, 1504,

HAVE beenalong time in your debt, but 1 hope that

my age ;l.ud ~. give me fum, privileges to
n\,omlu nfate a little for L‘l'!f 1\13 of youth and health. Tam
paft the age at which a Roman foldier was rudé donatis;

which fome have tranflated, given fo be rude. [ adopt

that verfion. Since your i"nc"n.u.-.“': for me makes you
follicitous to have accounts of my L{«ltn, [ will tell you
that T am neither better nor worle than when you heard
from me laft. I am never free from nhmrdl ils of one
kind or another. but ufe and patience make them fup-
portable; and J own -111, tmhn ation to them, that they

have Lm(.J me of worle ills than themfelves, | mean mo-

ral ills, for they have given me leifure to examine, and

rLi!{Lh(m to 1.1..&11., ail my lms':'n«' ns. 1 think only of

doing my duty to my Creator, and to-my fellow- created
bf:'ngq and omnis in boc Sum (tl s 18 My only obje L.tj
Are you a grandfather m unb,\o ')Li’ ? That ought by
this time to be manifeft. When you {hall be Nnh\' fo,
may your grand-children give you as much fatisfaction
as vour own children have done . ¥
Good night, my dear lord ; I am moft aflcétionat ely
yours,

P. 8. Lady Chefterficld defires me to add her com-
pliments to all. s

-
L

b
| T |
|

B < St S ———




376 LORD CHESTERFIELD"?S LETTERS

I Do e N e i P

TO T-HE SAME,

Blackheath, Sept. 25, 1763.
MY DEAR LORD,

2/ OUR letter gave me the pleafure of knowing your

fafe arrival in Ireland ; but if you were as fick asufu-

al at fea, notwithitanding my brandy and lemon, and

your own faffron bag, you fink it upon me, which is not

quite fair to your doctor, who fhould always be informed
of the fuccefs of his prefcriptions.

As you are always as follicitous about my health as I
am, and more fo about my life, I will tell you that I am
juit as you left me, neither well nor ill, and hobbling on
to my journey’s end, which I think I am not afraid of,
but will not anfwer for myfelf, when the obje& draws
very near, and is very fure. That moment is at leaft 2
very refpeQtable one, let people who boaft of not fearing
it fay what they pleafe, and by the way thofe people have
commonly the moft reafon to fear it.

Your Jord lieutenant* will be with you very foon, to
meet your parliament. Thofe firft meetings are gene-
rally kind ones, and often much kinder than the part-
ings. I really think he will be liked, for he is, in my
opinion, the honefteft and moft religious man in the
world, and moreover, very much a gentleman in his be-
haviour to every body. But what orders he may bring
with him from hence, or what temper he may find you
m, that may create differences, I cannot fay, becaufe I
am fure I do not know; but this I know, that thofe
amongft you who are wife, will avoid quarrelling with
England. 1 fay this only for the fake of Ireland, to
which T moft fincerely wifh well, and believe that I
am generally thought to do fo. Do not think of mimick-
Ing our parliamentary tricks in England, for they will not
do in Ireland.

* Lord Hertford.
I propofe
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I propofe going to Bath in about three weeks, for half
repairs at moft, whole ones I do not pretend to: my
wretched veflel is too much fhattered to be ever fit for
failing again. May yours fail eafily and fafely many years :

I am, my dear lord,
Yours moft affe&tionately and faithfully,

CHESTERFIELD.

L E TR N
TO THE SAME.

London, Jan. 26, 17606.
MY DEAR LORD,

HOUGH I too long delayed fending you my

wifhes of this feafon, I am fure you did me the
juftice to believe that I formed them as heartily and fin-
cerely for you, as you could do for me; and more I
think cannot be faid on either fide. We have known
one another too long to have any doubts upon that
fubjeét.

The bufinefs of pamphleteering, I find, 18 not mono-
polized on this fide of the channel; for I have lately
read two or three angry papers, and one of them fquirted
out by my friend Dr. Lucas. Surely your government
will be wife enough not to take any motice of them.
Punithment will make feftaries and political writers confi-
derable, when their own works would not ; and. if my
friend Lucas had not been perfecuted under lord Har-
rington’s government, I believe he would have been,
long before this, only a good apothecary, inftead of a
fcurvy politician. I remember, at the latter end of queen
Anne’s reign, there was a great number of fanatics, who
faid they had, and very poflibly really thought they had,
the gift of prophecy. ~They ufed to aflemble in Moor-

- fields to exert that gift, and were attended by a vaft

number of idle and curious fpe@ators. The then mi-
niftry,
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niftry, who loved a little perfecution well enough, was
however wife enough net to difturb thefe madmen, and
only ordered one Powel, who was the mafter of a fa-
mous puppet-thow, to make Punch turn prophet, which
he did fo well, that it foon put an end to the prophets
and their prophecies.

I have been wnawell of late, and have been let blood
twice this week, which has done me fo much good, that
I am now better than I was before my diforder ; but,
well or unwell, 1 am always,

My dear lord,
Yours,

CHESTERFIELD,

1 E5B o g M Ty e B A
TO THE SAME.

London, May 17, 1766
MY DEAR LORD,

Received your kind letter yefterday, and forwarded the

inclofed according to your direftions. It is true I
was long in your debt ; but it is as true too, that Iam no
longer, as I once was, the pen of a ready writer ; both
my head and my hand feem to decline writing ; in fhort,
Non Jfum qualis eram (I am no more the man I formerly
was). My ftate of health, which you are always kindly
inquifitive about, is juft as you left it. I am too old to
expeét it to mend, and thank God it declines but gently,
and I rather glide than tumble down hill.

I heartily 'congratulatc you upon the good effects of
your bill, and it is almoft pity that you have no fins for
this a& of charity to cover. Adieu, my dear lord.

I am moft faithfully yours,
CHESTERFIELD.

P. §. My compliments to your fon.

LET-
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: il
Blackheath, O&. 10, 1766. [t
l
MY DEAR LORD, i
il
AM confcious that T have been long in your debt; :
and, were my letters of any value, T would .uz}\f' e
you my excufes for non-payment. th nuind uniurm— Rl
mtth Eups yace 1n Liu, y with the l:rr_.\ci}', and age and I
infirmities w c:f;gul them equally. [ feel it moft fe nﬁl oly 3 i
my body totters, and my 11111 rftanding ftutters ; but; 1 I'.
thank God, I am wife enough ftill, not to put either of
them upon attempting, w hat nthhLl of them could pro- il
s EAE i
bably perform. I have run the filly rounds both of plea- |
fure and bufinefs, and have done with them all. I think it
there is fome merit in knowing when to have done. 1
: : 2 . I
have lived bere at my 1“1*111&1@ in peaceful retirement i
all this fummer, without any grievous phyfical ills, but i
b
at the fame time never quite free from {fome of the ]:.ﬂu i
i
ones. Upon the whole, I have no reafon to murmur at E
-l - g . 14!
my lot, it is better than I have deferved; and, as I bave i
? ?

gjn‘m,rdil:,-‘ obferved that there is a compenfation of good f
and ill even in this world, I ought not to cmupluin, con- b
fidering the former part of my life, that the latter part of |
it is as wretched as it now is, I mean relative to my ?
deafnefs.

You have amnew lord licutenant*. I have feen him
once, and he feems refolved to do well. One thing 1 ’
1.-'(*1"11}-' believe, that he will have no dirty work done, nor I
the lealt corruption fuffered. il

I give you a thoufand thanks for executing the com- i
mmmns‘, which I was uupcxt.u nt enough to trouble you '
with ; but I do not know fo good a malfter - of the robes g
as you arc.  You keep me ¢ in flannel, and you procure
e linen, which are all the cloathings I want.

|
|
]
{
{
{
|
1
|

% Lord Townihend. 1

How
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How goes it with your fon, and alfo with your little
grandfon ? for I fhall always take a fincere part in what-
ever relates to you, being, with great truth and affe&ion,

Your moft faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

b i M NS 0 - RS o

TO: T-HE_ .54 ME:

London, March 12, 1767.
MY DEAR LORD,

OU cloathed me when I was naked, but I believe

you have often done that to many others; fo I will
not trouble you with many thanks upon that fubjed.
Your linen was very good and cheap, and flannel very
comfortable to my old carcafe, during thelaft very fevere
winter, and I fhall not leave it off even in fummer; but,
conformably to the laws of Ireland, I believe I fhall be
buried in Irifh woollen.

My kinfman, Mr. Stanhope of Mansfield, has mar-
ried a niece of Mr. Barnes of Derby, whom you know,
His fon, whom I have taken and adopted, turns out pro-
digioufly well, both as to parts and learning, and gives
me great amulement and pleafure, in fuperintending his
education, and in fome things inftructing him myfelf, in
which | flatter myfelf that I do fome good, confidering
his future rank and fortune.

Your new lord lieutenant feems extremely well difpofed
to Ireland, and I really believe will do it all the good that
his fituation, and fome deep-rooted national prejudices,
will allow of.

Has your fon taken either orders or a wife yet ? Both
thefe bleflings are indelible. For my own part, I am
as well as I could expet to be at feventy three
palt. I have no immediate complaint of either

pain
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pain or ficknefs, and nibil amplius opto (I wifh nothing H ;
more) ; but our poor friend White is in a moft declining _
way, and I fear will not laft much longer. He has now |
lived with me above fifty years, and ferved me very faith-

fully. I thall feel the lofs of him very fenfibly. [ have
furvived almoft all my cotemporaries, and as I am too old
to make new acquaintances, I find myfelf #/6/¢ ; but I find
too, upon felf-examination, for which I have abundant
time, that I am moft affeétionately and fincerely I

Yours,

CHESTERFIELD,. i '

L BRI
Tl FHE 5 AME.
Blackheath, O¢&. 16, 1767.
MY DEAR LORD,

Y right hand being now tolerably able, and my

4 heart being, I am fure, extremely willing, I can-

not employ the former fo well, as in conveying my hearty
and fincere thanks to you, for the uncommon and extra- Kl

ordinary proofs of your friendfhip and affection in my laft

illnefs. = Nothing but the warmeft fentiments of friend-

fhip could have carried you through the defarts of Ireland

and Scotland, not to mention crofling the {ea, to fee

an old acquaintance, who, it was ten to one, you did
not find alive at your journey’s end. This overpays any I
debt of gratitude you might think you owed me, and I
confefs myfelf your debtor.. My general ftate of health
is at prefent tolerable, that is, negatively well, butl con-
tinue very near as weak as when you faw me. My legs
neither recover ftrength nor flefh, as I expetted, and as
I was promifed by the fkilful, and my two walets de cham-
bre are as neceflary to me as they were a month ago. =
I {hall
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1 thall remove to London this week for the winter, as
the weather is now exceflively cold and damp. = Perhaps
I may take my ufual journey to Bath, if the faculty pro-
nounce me free from all fufpicions of a lurking fever, I
do all I can to make the fhort remains of life as comfort-
able as I can; but if that will not do, I fhall with the
greatelt refignation confider the phyfical ills of my old
age, as a very flight and reafonable tax upon the errors
and follies of my youth. Iam, with the utmoft truth
and efteem,

My dear lord,
Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

P. §. 1thank you before-hand for the books you left
for me at my houfe in town, for I have not yet feen
one of them. I forbad their being unpacked, till I
came to town myfelf. I cannot read above a quarter
of an hiour at a time, for my eyes have {uffered by
my illnefs as much as my legs.

| PSS D R e i R A

T 0 T-H-E~-85-A M E,

Bath, Dec. 25, 1767
MY DEAR LORD,

Received yefterday your very kind letter, which rei-
terates your follicitude for the ftate of my health. It

i, in general; neither bad nor good; 1 have no
atiual illnefs nor pain to complain of, but T am as
lame of miy legs as when you faw me, and muft ex-
pet to be fo for the reft of my life. Every year, it
a certain period of life; takes away fomething from us ;
this
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this laft has taken away my legs, and therefore I muit
now content myfelf with thofe of my horfes ; otherwile
[ am tolerably well for me.

I moft heartily congratulate you upon the fuccels of
vour fon in his firft pulpit. - It is a pledge of {till more,
“hen his concern and trepidation, infeparable from his
firft attempt, fhall be got over.

[ hope you go on fuccefsfully in your charity affair, in
which I am fure neither your zeal nor your diligence will
be wanting. It becomes your profeflion, and your lite
becomes it. To you it is an ornament, to many it1s a
cloak to cover a multitude of fins.

May I beg of you to make my compliments to my old
and.conftant friend George Faulkner ? -and tell him that 1
will anfwer his letter-very foon, but that onc letter a day
s-as muich as either my- head ‘or my hand will admit of.
When I go to town, which will be in about three weeks,
1{hall open all his paclkets, which lie there ready for me.

My compliments to your {fon. - I make you none, for
we have known one anether too long and too well for that.

I am,; with the greateft truth imaginable,
My deat lord;
Your moit faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTEREIELD.

L B T ER-—LXlL
oo BB oA M B
London, March 2, 1768.
MY DEAR LORD,

ANY thanks to you for your friendly anxiety
l | concerning my health, or, as the more fathiona-
ble phrafe is, for your kind inquiries. As I told you
. my. former letter, 1 have, 1 thank God, neither

pain

Lk
-
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pain nor ficknefs, and I think it would be both impudént
and abfurd in me to wifh for better at my age, and with
my conftitution. It is true that I am very weak in my
limbs, but I can walk for a quarter of an hour at a time
upon even ground, which I do five or fix times a day,
for you know that ufe legs and have legs ; but I cannot go
up ftairs without great difficulty, and I fhould tumble
down ftairs with great facility, if I were not fupported by
the rails on one fide, and a valet de chambre on the other,

I do not comprehend your tranfa&ions in Ireland, but
in general they appear to me to be tout comme chez nous
(juft as with us). Courtiers want to keep their places or
to have better, and patriots want thofe very places. By
the way, I am apt to think that the patriot members of
your houfe of commons are confoundedly bit, by pafling
the otennial bill, which I believe was never their inten-
tion. This is certain, that it will ruin a great number of
your country gentlemen, who are as eletion-mad as we
are here. I reckon that this next fummer will be the
maddelt and moft drunken fummer, that ever was known
in the three kingdoms ; and if the weather thould prove
very hot into the bargain, the Lord have mercy upon us!

My little boy * received your fon’s letter in due time,
and will anfwer it foon ; which he tells me he thould have
done much fooner, but that he has had a great deal of
bufinefs of late upon his hands: doubtlefs very impor-
tant. Pray make my compliments to him, and to his fon
if born.

Adieu, my dear lord: may you be for thefe many
years as happy as you deferve to be!

Yours moft fincerely,

CHESTERFIELD-

* The prefent earl of Chefterfield.

LET.
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TO THE 8§ AME. =|f _
London, March 29, :’;‘58. || i

MY DEAR LORD, !

AM ordered by my little boy to fend you the inclofed

I for your fon, which I hope you will do with my com-
pliments : I thank you for your letter, and alfo for your |
red flannel, which 1 have received, and in which I am at H 1,
this time very comfortably wrapped up. |

It is not either worth your while or mine to tell you of
the riots and tumults, which the general eleétion pmdu- |
ces in this 11}a.m, as you will foon fee a duplicate of them
in Ireland. In this country it is Wilkes and Liberty, for .
ever, huzza! in that of Dublin, I fuppofe, it will be
Lucas and Liberty for ever. For my own part, I fay,
Beatus ille qui procul negoti s.-’ (Happy the man who lLives

remote from T,'SU.L:L\_L bufinefs !)

.‘

I am, my dear lord,

16| B § e Aty [ il £ B
e T T T 1
Molt raithrully yours,
/

s e — e

E R EXING
TO THE S AME.

Blackheath, June 25, 1768.
MY DEAR LORD,

Cannot fend you a fatisfaltory anfwer to the inqui-

ries your friendfhip prompts you to make concernin
my health ; . for I am notill, and very far from being w ell,
1 fuffer no pain nor ficknefs, but on the other hand I en-

Yor. IIL Cc oy
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joy no hm'*' : I feel what the French call a general mal-
aife, and wl \t we call in Ireland an unwellnefs. Thig
aukward fituation I i imr;m{, to {ev enty r-l"*L, which will ac-
count for any phyfical ill ; and mine is, thank God, more

a privation « mﬂ h than any one pofitive 1[] 7’(»7 con-
nois de jn"w miferables (1 know fome that are worfe off ),
thc}uﬁh the greater 11!11L1-'1Ej of any of 1 ny fellow crea-
turcs, will never be the leaft comiort to me under mine.

I am very glad you have place 1 your fon upon the firft
ftep of the ecclefiaftical ladder. = Felix Jfau "ngw Sit!
may he rife as high as he withe hm felf! T chid my boy
for not m‘kno'wlcdgmf‘f his letter, but he excufed himfelf,
by faying that he had fo much writing of his tafk upon
his hands that he had very little time. The truth I take
to be, that to fo young a penman a letter is a laborious
worl, and requires time.

I congratulate the poor upon your being their ehampion,
and you upnn your fuccefs in fo gmd a work. It be-
comes your honeft and compaffionate heart, and your
character in the church. Adieu, my dear lmd. I am;

Motft fincerely and affe@tionately,
Yours,

CHESTERFIELD,

LB T-T-E R EXY
TO THE SAME.

Bath, O&. 30, 1768,
MY DEAR LORD,

FE\HIS morning I reccived your mott friendly inqui-
ry aftermy “HftLth(UﬂlthUtlUl’l ; the beft thatI can

fay of 1t is, that it is not worfe, but I think, rather a
fhade better than it was fix m omhq ago. - I can walk up-
on my three legs half an hour at a time; and repeat that
exercile




TOHIS FRIENDS. BOOK IIL.LET. LXIV.LXV.LXVI. 387
exercife three or four times in a day; which I could by
no means have done when you faw me in my go-cart at
Blackheath. I have now been here a fortnight, and am
fomething the better for the water, efpecially as to ba-
thing, which fupples my old, ftiff, and almoft offified
limbs.

Here is 2 young man of your country, a lord Mount-
morris, whom I take to bea very hopeful one. 1am told
that he has diftinguifhed himfelf already in your houfe of
lords, asa fpeaker, and you are extremely well with him.
He is very warm from the honefty of his heart, ~as a
young and honeft heart always is.

[ find by all accounts that your lord lieutenant is very
popular, and will not enrich himfelf by the lieutenancy.
I even queftion whether he will get fo much by it as I did,
for [ can affure you I got five hundred pounds clear upon
the whole.

Good night, my dear lord, I believe I need not tell you
that no man living can be more fincerely your faithful
friend and fervant thar

CHESTERFIELD.

P. S. Lady Chefterfield fends you many compliments,

PR | v Ra
Or rather frutis,

1\. I_J K 1\'_-'1"

el

Lkl K
TO THE SAME.

Blackheath, July g, 1769.

My DEAR LORD,
r HE only reafon that I had for not writing to you
fooner, was that I could not, which I dare fay you
will allow to be a fufficient one. I have, for thefe laft
three months, had an inflammation in my €yes, which
hindered me from either writing or reading ; and this let-
ter 1s almoft the frft, as well as the moft pleafing fervice
they have done me, You will eafily judge how irkiome
Bt 7 it
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it muft have been to a man, who has loft his ears thefe
laft twenty years, to lofe his eyes, though but for three
months. It is lofing my livelihood, for I live only upon
reading, incapable of any other amufement. Nature has
laid very heavy taxes upon old age; and I muft pay my
thare of them, be it what it will.

I congratulate you heartily upon your fuccefs in dete@-
ing and punithing the worft fort of thieves, thofe facri-
legious robbers of the poor.

As for the papifts of Ireland, you know I never feared
them, but, on the contrary, ufed them like good fub-
jects, and to a certain degree made them fuch, for not
one man of them ftirred during the whole rebellion.
Good ufage, and a ftrié adherence to the gavel a&, are
the only honeft and effeétual means that can be employed
with regard to the papifts.

You do not tell me one word of your family, in which
you are very {ure that Iintereft myfelf very fincerely. Have
you another grandfon or grand-daughter, and are thofe
you have already all well? Ilook upon you now as a patri-
arch. I am fure you have all the virtues of any that | ever
read of. I am, with the greateft truth and affeétion,

My dear lord,
Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

B3k - K 7 EXVIL
TO THE $ AM E.

Bath, Nov. 21, 1769,
MY DEAR LORD,

Thoufand thanks for your kind letter ; you inquire

after my health, in which I well know that you
warmly intereft yourfelf; but I can hardly return you a
precife anfwer; Iam turned of feventy fix, a fufficient
diftemper




TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. LXVI. LXVIIL. 389
diftemper itlelf, and moreover attended with all the ufual
complaints of old age ; the moft irkfome of them all to
me, is that my eyes begin to fail me, fo that I cannot
write nor read as I ufed to do, which were my only com=
forts, but melius jit patientia quicquid corrigere ¢/t nefas,
(what cannot be mended grows lighter by patience).

The archbithop of Cafhel ("¢), who is now here, tells
me that, by your indefatigable endeavours, you have re-
covered near twenty thoufand pounds for the feveral de-
frauded charities. He always fpeaks of you with great
eftcem and regard. Go on to deteét fuch abominable fa-
crileges, infinitely worfe than the ftealing of a pulpit
cloth out of a church. Excommunication would be more
proper for fuch robbers of the poor, than for the ufual
and {licht caufes for which it is commonly denounced.
As for your political affairs in [reland, I amnot in the leaft
furprized when I hear of the many and fudden variations
of patriots to caftlemen, and of caftlemen to patriots;
et tout comme ici (it 1 there as it is here) ; and money,
which is the neceffary medium of foreign commerce, 1S
not a lefs powerful medium in domeftic tranfactions.

You have nothing of a pope about you, not even the
nepotifm, or by this time you might have done better for
your fon, to whom I defire my compliments. I hope you
will live long enough to provide for him abundantly, not-
with{tanding all your moderation.

Lady Chefterfield, who charges me with her compli-
ments to you, has been very much out of order here, of
2 diforder in her ftomach and bowels, but is now {o
much better, that we {hall fet out for London in a couple
of days.

My old friend George Faulkner fent me the other day a
pamphlet relative to the prefent {tate of Treland, as to
trade, commerce, abfentecs, %c. which, if it ftates mat-

(#) Dr. Whitcombe, firft transferred fromthe bithoprick of Clonfert
to the archiepifcopal fee of Cafhel. From a letter of lord Chc!l{u'h:;*]d
to him, which we fhall infert among thofe of this collection, his cha-
raller asa citizen, a bifhop, and a{cholar, will fufliciently appear.
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, as I have but too much reafon to believe it

T

Y
does, proves that Ireland muft in a few vears be undone.
]

Adieu, my dear lord.
I am, with the warmeft affe&ion,
Your faithful humble fervant,

CHESTEREIELD.

PP E R-EXVIL
TO THE :5AME.

London, March 11, 1770.

MY DEAR LORD,

HE correfpondents I have left, though feu, muft

forgive m}, irregularity, and accept my intentions
inftead of my Lm,rs, cipecially you, who I am fure will
never doubt of the truth of mine. I am an anomalous
noun, and {carcely a fubftantive one. My eyes are not
what they were a few years ago; and my underftanding,
if T may ufe that Ef..p‘i{’:iilr“m for want of a better, ftut-
ters. In thort, without any immediate diftemper, I feel
moft fenfibly the complaints of old age ; however, I am
LHanL*uI that I f eel none of thofe torturmg ills, which
frequently attend the laft ftage of life, and T flatter my-
felf that I fhall go off quietly, butIam fure with refﬂrm-
tion. Upon the whole, I have no reafon to comphm of
my lot, th *uwh reafon enough to regret my abufe of it.

1 am forr y that you met with rﬂ many rubs in your
commendable endeavours to do ].thce to the poor.

You do not {eem to be very quiet in Ireland, but I ean
aﬁmb you, you are {o in-compari{on of what we are now
in England, A fadtious fpirit on one fide has feized three

partg
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parts of the kingdom, and a noft notorious incapacity
diﬁingu'z{ht:s the adminiftration : what this colliion may
produce, God only knows, but I confefs 1 fear. Good
night, my dear lord, I need not tell you, and I am fure

e

[ cannot tell you, how incerely and affectionately 1 am

Yours,
COpsSTERTFIELD.

P. S. Lady Chefterfield charges me with heér com-
pliments.

There {eem

of Stanhope ;

ten davs ago, as did his next brother ur

T gt < R et | P e ¢ i 4 o .

three days aitCl. [ fuppole 1@ toD o0ld and too
| P - i IR e e

tOLlé_‘;'ll Lo 1,.‘_!'-.'_‘. Ll!L Iniectlon.

London, June 1%, 1770

MY DEAR LORD;,

Have long told you, and you have as long found, that

I was an anomalous noun, I can hardly lay a fubftan-
ftive, for I grow weaker and weaker every day, particu-
larly in my legs and my thighs, fo that I can walk very
little at a time, and am obliged to take my {hare of ex-
ercife by feveral fnatches in the day : but this is by no
means the worft part of my prefent cale, for the humour
that has fallen into my cyes about a year ago rather in-
creafes than decreafes, and to a degree that makes Wri-
ting and reading very troublefome to me, as they were
the only comforts that a deaf old fellow could have: if 1
fhould lofe my eyes-as well as my ears, 1 thould be of all
men the moft miferable.

You know that you have long been in pofleflion of
cloathing me; and I muft now apply to youto do foagain,

not
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not only as an aét of friendthip, but of charity, for 1
have not a fhirt to my back. I therefore muft beg of
you to procure me {fome Irifh linen to make me four dozen
of fhirts, much aboat the fame finenefs and price of the
laft which you got me. Iknow you too well to make any
excufes for giving you this trouble. Adiey! my dear
lord ; you know my fentiments with regard to you, too
well for me to mention them. [ am,
Mot fincerely and faithfully,
Yours,
CHESTERFIELD.

P. 8. Lady Chefterfield charges me  with \her com.
pliments.

LReE T - H XX
TOTHE §AME.

London, Aug. 13, 17404
MY DEAR LORD,
HE linen, which you were fo kind as to procure
me, dropped out of the clouds into my houlfe in
town laft weelk, and is declared, by better judges than I
am, very good, and very cheap. I fhall not thank you
for it, but on the contrary expect your thanks for giving
you an opportunity of doing what always gives you plea-
fure, choathing the naked. 1 am fure that, could you
cqually relieve all my other wants, you would ; but there
is no relief for the miferies of a crazy old age, but pati-
ence: and as I'have many of Job’s ills, thank God, 1
have fome of his patience too, ‘and I confider my prefent
wretched old age as a juft compenfation for the follies,
not to fay fins, of my youth.

I fend you here inclofed fome melon-feed, of the beft
and largeft canteloup kind, and alfo of the green Perfian
fort, ‘as much as I can vénture at one time with the poft
but as none can be fown at thistime of the year, [ will
from time to time fend you more, {o that you fhall have
of different kinds before the feafon. Adieu, my dear
lord § my eyes will have it fo, -

LET-




TO HIS FRIENDS. B.II. LET. LXIX. LXX. LXXI. 393

L-F .7 LR L)
TO T HE S5AME:

London, Aug. 12, 1771.
MY DEAR LORD,

Received your kind letter three days ago, and make

hafte to acknowledge ‘it, never knowing nor gueiling
what may happen to me from one day to another. I am
moft prodigioufly old, and every month of the kalendar
adds at lealt a year to my age. My hand trembles to
that degree that 1 can hardly hold my pen, my under-
ftanding f{tutters, and my memory fumbles. 1 have ex-
haufted all the phyfical ills of Pandora’s box, without
finding hope at the bottom of it ; but who can hope at
feventy-feven ? One mult only feek for little comforts at
that age. One of mine is, that all my complaints are
rather teazing than torturing; and my lot, compared
with that of many other people’s, who deferve a better,
feems rather favourable.  Philofophy, and confidence in
the mercy of my Creator, mutually aflift me in bearing
my fhare of phyfical ills, without murmuring.

I fend you here inclofed two little papers of melon-feed
of the beflt kind I ever tafted ; and I fhall from time to
time fend you more, as you cannot fow any till February.

I had the pleafure of your fon’s company at dinner fix
weeks ago, where he met lord Briftol, who obferved ex-
actly his diet, in eating no animal food, and drinking no
wine, and is in better health and fpirits than I ever knew
him. Iam glad that he goesto Nice, which I have known
do a great deal of good to many people in his cafe. May
you and he have all you wifh for !

Adieu, my dear lord ; I am, to you and yours,

A moft faithful and affeGionate fervant,
CHESTERFIELD.

{a) The original of this is written in & very trembling hand.

LET-

T ——
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LSESTST B R XX
T T HE "SADME.

London; Dec. 19, 1771.
MY DEAR LORD,

E AM fure you will believe me when I tell you that I am

fincerely forry for your lofs, which Ireceived the ac-
count of yefterday, and upon which I fhall make you
none of the ftrite compliments of condolence. Your
grief is juft; but your religion, of which I am fure you
have enough, (with the addition of fome philofophy) will
make you keep it within due bounds, and leave the reft
to time and avocations. When your fon was with me
here, juft before he embarked for France, I plainly faw
that his confumption was too far gone to leave the leaft
hopes of a cure, and, if he had dragged on this wretch-
ed life fome few years longer, that life could have been
but trouble and ferrow to you both. This confideration
alone fhould mitigate your grief, and the care of your
grandfon will be a proper avocation from it. Adieu, my
dear lord : may this ftroke of adverfity be the laft you
may ever experience from the hand of Providence !

Yours, moft affeftionately and fincerely,

CHESTERFIELD.

(2) This whole letter isin the hand of lord Chefterfield, but fo al-
tered, that, except the firft line, the ftrokes have been covered by ano-
ther hand. It preceded his death buta few months, and is probably
the laft he ever wrote to his dear bithop ; with whom his correfpondence
thus clofes with an office of tendernefs and affeion, that of comfort-
ing an afflited parent,

Lk
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L -Eo®: Te bRy SEREIHL
To Tranomas Prior, Efg.. (a).

London, June 14, 1746.

51R,

‘E'l'l‘.*.}m vou for the favor of your letter, with the in-

clofed fcheme for ca Frying on the war, which, if others

1 | S S e g oy et el NS b
approved oI 48 muc -l as l d{;a and the preient {ituation of

the war permitted, would be foon put in execution

Ila

AS Vol are « 'Hf of thefew n 11L'i' nd, who alwavs think
of L'Z‘.:_';_'uhi‘_c} without any mixture of private, intereft, I
do not doubt but that you have already thought of iumf:
ufeful methods of ¢ rm‘m\mn the l-...L;.; Lfm’t) to the
Dublin fociety. The late additional tax upon glafs here,
as it muft confiderabl ,} raife the price of glafs hotLlLs 1m-
ported into Ireland, feems to point out the manufacturing
them there; w hu.,n L.\.nlmu,;m:_m, with. a fmall premium
added toit, would, in my mind, fet up fuch a manufac-
ture. Fine writing and pummﬂ paper, we have often
talked of together; nw tlm {pecimen you gave me before

lc.ﬂ Dublin proves that nothing but care and in duftry 1s
anting to bring that manufa&ure to fuch a perfection as
to plumi the im portation of it from Holland, . and

through Holland from 'i?';':a*.ict“; ay I am convinced that
you might fupply England with a gltch deal if you pleai-

ed, that is, 1f you vould make it, as s you could do, both
good and chz-np, Here is a man who has found out a
method of making ftarch of potatoes, and, by the help
of an engine of hlb own invention, to make a prodigious
quantity of it 1n a ua} But here is an act of I arliament
'\»'I}IL] tucly prohibits the n aking { m-dl of any thing
but flour. Have you fuch an act of parliament 11 n Ire-

}
landr If you have not, and that you import your { tarch

g

(a) This gentleman, who had a good eftate in Ireland, feems to have
been particularly diftinguifhed by lord C'Jt:JL rfie] d, on account of i
amiab 1f: qualities as a man, and his eminent ones as a goc -ri citizen an
a true patriot. - See what has been faid of thm gentleman in the me-
foirs, Seft. V,

from




306 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS

from England, as I take it for granted that you do, for
you import every thing that you can, it would be well
worth this man’s while to go to Ireland, and advantage-
ous for you that he fhould ; his ftarch being to my know-
ledge and experience full as good, and abundantly cheap-
er than any other. :

Thefe are the forts of jobs that I with people in Ireland
would attend to with as much induftry and care, as they
do to jobs of a very different nature. Thefe honeft arts
would folidly increafe their fortunes, and improve their
eftates, upon the only true and permanent foundation,
the public good. Leave us and your regular forces in
Ireland to fight for you: think of your manufactures at
leaft as much as of your militia, and be as much upon
your guard againft poverty as againft popery; take my
word for it, you are in more danger of the former than
of the latter.

I hope my friend, the bifhop of Meath, goes on prof-
peroufly with his charter {chools. T call them his, for I
really think that without his care and perfeverance they
would hardly have exifted now. Though their opera-
tion is fure, yet, being flow, it is not fuited to the Irith
tafte of the time prefent only ; and I cannot help faying,
that, except in your claret, which you are very follicitous
fhould be two or three years old, you think lefs of two
or three years hence than any people under the fun. If
they would but with themfelves as well as I with them,
and take as much pains to promote their own true inte-
reft, as I fhould be glad to do to contribute to it, they
would in a few years be in a very different fituation from
that which they are in at prefent. Go on, however, you
and our other friends ; be not weary of well-doing, and
though you cannot do all the good you would, do all the
good you can.’

When you write to the moft worthy bithop of Cloyne
(2), pray affure him of my trueft regard and efteem,
and remember me to my honeft and indefatigable friend
in good works dottor Madden ; and be perfuaded yours
felf, that Iam, with fincere friendthip and regard,

Your moft faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD:
(a) Dr. Berkeley.
p B I 5
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L ETEE R BERIV:
TO THE SAME.

London, July 15, 1746-

S1 K, kil

I Acknowledge the favour of your two letters of the zd,

and sth; they were doubly welcome to me, as coming

from one, who I know wifhes fo well to the public as you

do, and as they brought me good accounts of the progrefs |
you make in your public-{pirited views. The manufac~ |
ture of glafs bottles cannot poffibly fail, but from want of
care and induftry ; for as the price of glafs bottles 1s rifen
confiderably here, upon account of the new duty, if you
would but make them in Ireland, you are fure of fale for
them; and I thould hope, at leaft that, confidering the
clofe conneétion there is between bottles and claret, this
manufacture, though your own, may meet with encourage-
ment., 1 think you are in the right to do it as quictly as
can be, and to give your premiums without publithing
them, not to alarm our glafs people here; though in truth
it could never be thought reafonable, norwould it, I dare
fay, ever be attempted here, to prohibit any manufaciures il
in Ireland, merely for home confumption.

The paper you gave me in Ireland, though good, was
not fo good as it {hould, and as I am fure it might |
with care. It was too fpongy and bibulous, whicl
ceeds only from want of care, in chufing and forting the
beft rags. Some premiums for this purpofe will have a i
great effect; and 1 am convinced that, if this manufacture il
were carefully and diligently purfued, you might in time i
not only entirely fupply yourfelves, but us too, with great
part of that paper, which we now take from Holland and

other countries. But then, indeed, you muft make it
cheap as well as goad, and, contrary to your cuiftom, con- [

tent yourfelves with lefs prefent profit, in order to get pofi- i
effion of a future and permanent advantage.

T 1
1 T

i 03ave {
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I have not yet taken any ftep concerning the charter for

| oy Lo
the

Y13 P s - } F v R - o e ; ] .
ublin 1ociety, and i coniels to youl have great doubts

4

aboutit. Your fociety, as it is, does fo very well, that
Lam afraid of touching it. However if you and others,
who, Iam fure, mean well, and can jui]gc well, think
upon the whole that a charter would be beneficial, T will
endeavour to get one.

You did extremely right to open the Spaniard’s letter
to me, and, in confequenceof it, to proceed in that
humane manner with him. His poft was a very confider-
able one in the Weft-Indies, and is never given but topeo-
ple of confideration. In that light he deferves to have re-
gard thewn him; but flill more, in my mind, from being
unfortunate. I have writ to him by this poft, in anfier
to his. As you tell me that part of the cargo of the fhip
is {nuft, which I fhould think, muft be good, I{hallbe
obliged to you, if, when it comes to be fold, you will fend
me twenty pounds of the ftrongeft and deepeft coloured,
and alk Mr. Lingen for the money.

The death of the king of Spain muft produce good ef-
fects in Italy at leaft.

I received a very kind letter from my charter-fchool
apoftle, the bithop of Meath, whichI have not time to
anfwer by this poft, but I will foon.

Iam, with the efteem which you deferve,
Your faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

L ET-
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EET-T ER: " LEXXV.
TO T HE & AME.
London, July 26, 1746. '
s1 Rj I

Received by the laft poft the favour of your letter of
the 17th, with the inclofed account of the premiums
offered for 1746. 1 think them all perfectly right, and,
as I told you in my laft, I think you will do well to puriue
the manufacture of glafs bottles, with as little noile as
poffible, I heartily with you fuccefs, and am, very truly,

Your faithful humble fervant,

£
LCHESTERFIEL D,

LETTER LXXVL
TO THE SAME.

London, Sept. 23, 1746.

3

SIR,

Long and dangerous illnefs has hindered me from
A acknowledging till now, your two laft letters ; and
though Tam a great deal better, I ftill feel, by extreme |
weaknefs, the thock which that illnefs has given to a con- f e
flitution too much fhattered before.

Pray be under no kind of uneafinefs as to the accident
that happened to my letter, for I affure you Iam under
none myfelf. 1 confefs, the printing of a letter carelefly
and inaccurately written, in the freedom and confidence s
of a friendly correfpondence, 1s not very agreeable, efpe- g

cially-to me, whoam fo idle and negligent in my familiar

letters, that I never wrote one over twice in my life, and




g e —
e b e T

SEE——

400 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

am confequently often guilty both of falfe {pelling and
falfe Englifh; but as to my fentiments with regard to Ire-
land, 1 am not only willing, but defirous, thatall Ireland
ﬂmuld know them. I ver y wellrecollect the two paragraphs
in my letter, which migllt be objefted to by many people;
but I recolleét them without retracting them. I repeat it
again that there are not many people there, who, like you,
employ their thoughts, their time, and tlcir labour, mere-
ly for the pub].c good, without any private view. The
condition of Ireland fufficiently provesthat truth. How
different would the ftate of your lands, your trade, your
manufatures, your arts and fciences, have been now from
what it is, had they been the objects of general, as they
have been of your particular, attention! I ftill lefs recant
what L faid about claret, which is a known and melancholy
truth ; and I could ‘uld a great deal more upon that fub-
je&. Five thoufand tuns of wine imported communibus
annis into Ireland, is a fure, but indecent, proof of the
exceflive drinking of the gentry there, for the inferior
fort of people cannot afford to drink wine there, as many
of them can here; fo that thefe five thoufand tuns of
wine are chiefly employed in deftroying the- conftitutions,
the faculties, and too often the fortunes, of thofe of fupe-
rior rank, who ought to take care of all the others.
Were the—rc to be a conteft between public cellars and
public granaries, which do you think would carry it? I
believe you will allow that a claret board, if there were
one, would be much better attended than the linen board,
unlefs when flax-feed were to be diftributed. 1am fenfible
that I fhall be reckoned a very fhallow politician, for my
attention to fuch trifling objets, as the improvement of
your 1ﬁﬂdb, the extenfion of your manufactures, and the
increafe of your trade, w hich only tend to the advantage
of the public; whereas -an able Jord lieutenant ought to
employ his thoughts in greater matters. He fhould think
of jobs for favourites, {ops for enemies, managing pa1tles,
and engaging parliaments to vote away their own andtheir
tellow fubjects liberties and properties. - But thefe great
arts of government, Iconfefs, areabove me, and people
thould not go out of their depth., I will modeﬂcly be con-
tent with wxlhmg Ireland all the good that is poflible, and
with doing it all the good I can; and fo weak am I, that
I would much rather be dlf‘tﬁlgudhf:d and remembcr{,d

by
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by the name of the Irifb lord lieutenant, than by that of the
lord licutenant of Ireland.

My paper puts me in mind that I have already troubled
you too long, fo I conclude abruptly, with affuring you
that Iam, with the trueft efteem,

Your faithful humble fervant,
CHESTERFIELD,

LETTER LXXVIL

T0o THE S5AME.

London, Jin. 10, 1747.
SIR,

{kilful mechanic; and has made many ufetul difco-
veries. He is going to try his fortune in Ireland, and defi~
fed me to recommend him tofomebody there. I cotld
niot refufe him, knowing his Ingeruity ; and then, whe
could I recommeénd him to fo well, as to my good friend
M. Prior; the difinterefted and zealous patron of all good
and ufeful things? [ really think he may be of ufe to the
Dublin fociety, who I know are of very great ufeé to the
public. If he fhould prove fo, well and good ; fo far only
I recommend him to you eventually. This obligation how-
ever I havé to him; that he has given me an opportunity
6f affuring you of the continuance of that efteeii and re-
gard with whichI am,

THE perfon who will deliver you this letter; isa moft

Your moft faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

Vor. IIL Dd LET-
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LETTER LXXVI
TO THE SAME.

London, May, 6, 1747.
MY GOOD FRIEND,

F Have been long in your debt; and am afhamed of it ;
I but I am fure you do me too much jultice to fufpe@
me of either fraud or negligence. The truth 1s, that I
have as little command of time, as many people have of
money; and, though my intentions are honeft,  am often
forced by neceflity to be a very bad pay-matfter.

I defire that the Dublin fociety will difpofe of that trifle
that I gave them, in the manner they fhall think proper.
They are the beft judges, and have fhewn themfelves fo
by all their paft conduct. They have done more good to
Ireland, with regard to arts and induftry, than all the Jaws
that could have been formed; for, unfortunately, there is
a perverfenefs in our natures, which prompts us to refift
authority, though otherwife inclined to do the thing, if
left to our choice. Invitation, c¢xample, and fafhion,
with fome premiums attending them, are, [ am convinced,
the only methods of bringing people in Ireland to dowhat
they ought to do; and this is the plan of your fociety.

I am glad to find that your paper manufatture goes on
fo well. If it does but once take root with you, [am fure
it will flourith; for it is the begining only of things that is
difficult with you. You want ftock to fet out with, and
patience for the returns; but when once the profit begins
to be felt, you will go on as well as any people in the
world.

I am furprized that the high duty upon glafs here, and
the fufpenfion of the manufa@ure of it in fome degree, has
not encouraged you to apply yourfelves to that part of
trade, in which I'am fure the profits would be very con-
fiderable, and your making your own bottles might be
fome little degree of equivalent for what emptying of bot-
tles cofts you. I with cvery man in Ireland were obliged

to




=

T0 His FRIENDS. BOOK IIf. LET. LXXVIIL 403
to make as many bottles as he empties, and your manufac»
ture would be a flourithing one indeed.

I am very glad to hear that your linen board is to give
no more flax-feed, but only premiums for the raifing Dgit;
for that fame flax-feed was the feed of corruption, which
throve wonderfully in the {oil of particular people, and pros
duced jobs one hundred fold.

The fnuff you fent me was extremely good, and [ am
much obliged to you for the trouble you took about it;
though Iknow you think it no trouble to ferve your
friends, and hope that you reckon me in that number. I
affure you Iam, and I{hould not be the friend that I real-
ly am to Ireland, if I were notio to you, who deferve fo
well of your country. 1know few people who, like you,
employ both their time and their fortunes in doing public
good, without the thoughts or expedtations of private ad-
vantage: when I fay advantage, I mean it in the common
acceptation of the word, which, thanks to the virtue of the
times, implies only money; for otherwife your advantage
is very confiderable, from the confcioufnefs of the good
you do; the greatelt advantage which an honeft mind is
capable of enjoying. May you long enjoy it, with health;
the next happinefs to it!

I am, with the trueft efteem,
Y our moft faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD:

P. S. Praymake my compliments to the good bithop of
Cloyne, when you write to him.

Dd 2 T -E T
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L ETT-E R .. BXXIX,
To Dr. MADDEN (a).

London, Dec. 12, 1746.

AN you forgive me, my dear Dr. M , Wwhat Ican
_J_{carcely forgive myfelf ; I mean, having fo long de-
layed my acknowldgments for your firlt very friendly
letter? but, though I am blameable, 1 am not quite {o
much fo as by the length of time it would feem, when you
confider my long and dangerous illnefs, and fince my re-
covery, the multiplicity of bufinefs which the late change
of my fituation (4) has brought upon me.

I can with the {tricteft truth aflure you, that my fenti-
ments of efteem and friendthip for you are in no degree
leflened, and I am fure never will be, fince they are found-
ed upon your love and zeal for mankind in general, your
country and friends inparticular, which I am fure will ne-
ver end but with your life. I have read your work with
great fatisfaltion (c); it is full * * > * x » =

A. concurrenceof circumftances has obliged me to change
an ealy for a laborious employment, in which too, I fear
it will be much lefs in my power to do good, than it was
in my former. It may feem vain to fay fo, but I will own
that Lthought I could, and began to hope that [ fhould, do
fome good in Ireland. I flattered myfelf that T had put
jobs a little out of fathion, and your own manufactures a
little in fathion, and that [Thad in fome degree difcouraged
the pernicious and beaftly pradtice of drinking, with many
other pleafing vifions of public good. At leaft I am fure
T'was carneft in my withes, and would have been affiduous
in my endeavours for it. Fortune, chance, or providence,
call it which you will, hasremoved me from you, and has
afligned me another deftination, but has not, I am fure,
changed myinclinations, wifhes, or myefforts,upon occafion,

() The Rev. Dr. Samuel Madden firft inftitutor of the Dublin fociety.
A more particular account of that extraordinary man may be feen in the
memoirs, Se€t. V. The copy of this letter is endorfed ** 2z Dec. 1746,
Copy ; Chefterfield’s letter to Dr. Madden.”

(b) His acceptance of the feals as fecretary of Rate.

() Probably a tragedy in manufcript inferibed to lord Chefterfield, Tt
is now in the poffeflion of Mr. Sheridan, to whom it was bequeathed as
a legacy by the author.

for
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for the intereft and profperity of Ireland ; and I fhall always
_etain the trueft affe&ion for, and remembrance of, that
country 3 1 wifh I could fay of that rich, flourifhing, and
induftrious nation. 1 hope it will in time be fo, and 1
even think it makes fome progrefs that way, though not
fo quick as I could wifh ; but however, there are righ-
teous enough to fave the aty, and the examples of you,
and many of your friends, will, 1 hope, prove happily
and beneficially contagious. I did flatter myfelf, a little
before my removal, that 1 fhould * * *

Continue me, dear fir, your friendfhip and remem-
brance, which I will fay that in fome degree I deferve, by
the fincere regard and efteem with which 1 am;

Your moft faithful friend and fervant,
CHESTERFIELD.
P, S. Pray make my compliments to the worthy bifhop

of Meath, to whom I will write foon, and likewile
to my friend Mr. Prior.

LETTER LXXX(a)

To Dr. WHITCOMBE, then Bifhop of Clonfert, and

afterwards Archbifhop of Cathel.

17573, O 1754

MY GOOD LORD,
Find that you are ftill what I always knew you, active
to promote the improvement and advantage of Ire-
land, and that you do me the juftice to believe that I {in-

cerely wifh them.

The two fchemes which your Jordfhip communicated
to me, in the favour of your letter of the 8th, will, in
my opinion, greatly tend to thofe good purpoies. “That
for the improvement of ufeful literature in the univerfity

of Dublin is, I think, an extreme good one, and I with

(a) The original of thisletter was not fent.

e
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it may be fteadily purfued, though I cannot, with the
fame degree of faith, fay that I expect it will ; however
I think it thould be tried, and carried as far as it will g0 :
whether the profefforfhips thould be continued, and ap-
propriated to fellows of the college fingly, is what I can
poflibly form no opinion upon, not being well acquainted
nough with the prefent fituation of the college, and the
abilities of the fellows, but I fhould rather think that
they ought to be given to thofe, whether fellows or not,
who, from their eminence in thofe feveral branches of
learning, deferve them beft: but this rule too of detur
digniori, your lordthip muft not expe@ will be {crupu-
loufly obferved. That part of the plan, which relates ta
writing and fpeaking the Englifh language with purity
and elegancy hath, in my opinion, long been ene of the
defiderata both in Ireland and England, where pedantry
and an affeCtation of learning have, in purfuit of twa
dead languages, which can never be known corredtly,
let our own be negle€ted to fuch a degree, that though
we have ten thoufand Greek and Latin grammars and
ditionaries, we have not yet a fingle one on Englith (5 ).

The other {cheme, for encouraging foreign Proteftants
to fettle in Ireland, is a moft excellent one. [ have long
withed, and the nation long wanted it. The firft foun-
dation of it, confifting only of fome voluntary fubfcrip-
tions, can be but narrow, and, what is worfe, precarious;
confequently will perfuade very few foreigners to expa-
triate themfelves, in the uncertainty of finding a perma-
nent eftablithment elfewhere. However, it will be very
right to give a beginning and a form to that fcheme as
foon as poffible ; and then I fhould hope, that your next
feflion of parliament, finding a foundation laid, for that
1s the difficulty, would contribute largely and folidly to
extend that foundation, and to raife a fuperftruéture upon
it which would be of fuch real advantage to their country.
They are very well able to do it ; the public revenues being
confiderably increafed, not to mention that an additional
number of inhabitants would increafe them ftill more.
Money ditburfed upon fuch a charitable, as well as poli-"

(4) The cafe is now much alteréd ; the number of Englifh gram-
mars being aftually very confiderable. Indeed lord Chefterfield feems to
have overlooked Dr. Wallis's grammar, the bet, perhaps, that was
¢ompofed for any language. Dr. Johafon’s grammar and diftionary
were not yct publiflied. '
= — tical
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tical account, is money prudcmly placed at intereft both
for this world and the next. Your lordfhip may depend
upon my exerting my utmoit endeavours to premote and
recommend fo ufeful a defign, and the more fo, becaufe
that, from your lordhip being at the head of it, I can
fafely anfwer for its being faithfully and fkilfully carried

on.
I am, with the greateft truth and efteem,
Your lordfhip’s
moft obedient humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

L. ET T E R LXXXE¢a)

To Captain IR WINE, at Paris.

Tondon, April 4, O.S. 1749
S IR,

Send you the letter of recommendation to Mr. Villet-

L tes (b ), which you defired, by yours to Mr. Greven-
Lop; but I fear that he will be gone from Turin before
. arrive there. But in that cafe you will find a young
demician and his governor there, who will be very

glad to do you any fervice, and to whom I have fent or-
ders upon that fubjeét. They will take the carnival at
Venice, in their way, where you will likewife probably
meet them, for I take 1t for granted that you will con-
trive to fee that uncommon ceremony. 1t 1s worth your
while. There will be a much greater ceremony Mext

(a) This, and the ten following letters, were moft obligingly com-=

municated to me by fir John Irwine, knight of the Bath, licutenant-

general and commander in chief of his majefty’s forcesin Ireland. They
are printed from the originals.
(b) Arthur Villettes, efq; bis majefty’s envoy at the court of Thurin,

and afterwards empln}'ed ander the fame denomination at Bern. He is

wow retired at Bath, where he enjoys the diftinétion due to great merit

and virtue. - He wasone of lord Chefterficld’s friends.
1. .}

Chriftmas

e w——
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Chriftmas at Rome, which, at all c¢vents, [ think you
ought to fee; that is, the grand jubilee, which is cele-
brated but once in fifty years. So that, young as you are,
it you do not fee it then, you probably never will ; and,
upon fo extraordinary an occafion, I cannot fuppofe that
your father will refufe to prolong your leave of abfence.
For my own part, I think it fo well worth feeing, that [
fend my young traveller there, though it very much
thortens the ftay which I originally intended that he fhould
make at the academy at Turin. I return you my fincere
thanks for the favour of your letter, with the ‘inclofed
fpeech of monfieur de Richelieu, which is perfectly in
charafter, and, I dare fay, all his own.

Any inftance of your friendfhip and remembrance will
always be agreeable to one, who is, with thofe fentiments
of eiteem, with which I am,

SIR,
Your moft faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

L B P-T-B R IXXLH
To wyp 8 AM E, at Dublin.

London, O&. 26, 1749.
STR,

OU judge very right in believing that I take a part

In what concerns Ireland ; I do, and always fhall,
though an unavailing one.  You judged as right too, in
thinking that no accounts of that country could come to
me from a more welcome hand than yours. Nothing can
be better or more clearly ftated, than your account of the
prefent important tranfaGions relative to Charles Lucas
apothecary at Dublin, who, Ibelieve, is the firlt apothe-
cary that ever was voted an enemy to his country. That
apothecary’s ftuff, of which, till now, only the recipes
were printed, will henceforwards be unjverfally taken,
and make a part of the Dublin D-ifpenfa.tory. In tbkc

boo




e

TO HIS FRIENDS. B. 1. LET. LXXXI. LXXXII. 409
book of holy martyrs, there are many Charles Lucafes,
whofe names would hardly have been known in their own
times, but certainly never tranimitted down to ours, if
they had not been broiled a httle; and the obfcure Dr.
Sacheverell’s fortune was made by a parliamentary prole-
cution, much about the fame time that the French pro-
phets were totally extinguithed by a puppet-thow. Great
fouls are fometimes defirous to purchafe fame at the ex-
pence of their bodies. If Charles Lucas, apothecary, is
one of thofe, one fhould congratulate him upon this oc-
cafion. But if his views were, as from his profeflion I
fhould be very apt to think they were, of a much /ower
nature, one ought to condole with him upon the {ufpen-
fion of them, at leaft for fome time. In this uncertain-
ty I withhold my compliments of cither kind, to Charles
Lucas, apothecary.

But let us come to a better fubjet. Pray are you ma-
jor, or only captain {till? For greater fecurity I direct
this to you, by the latter title, but if in fo doing I injure
you, I will publith my recantation upon the back of my
next. But in either cafe, I hope you have not laid afide
the thoughts of going abroad again. You have travelled
a little with great profit ; travel again, and it will be with
ftill greater. The knowledge of the manners, the lan-
guage, and the government of the feveral countries of
Curope is well worth two years delay of military promo-
tion, fuppofing that fhould be the cafe. I am, with
great truth,

Your faithful humble {ervant,

CHESTERFIELDs

LET-
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LT S THET R ZLXXXI:

To Major Ir winNE, Dublin.

Greenwich, Sept, 1, 1751.
SIR,

HOULD you éver be miferable enough to want

my afliftance, or I unexpeétedly happy enough to be
able to give you any, your commands will want no pre-
amble to introduce, nor excufes to attend them. My
friendthip and efteem for you will fufficiently incline,
though your fituation will not fufficiently enable, me to
ferve you.

Lord Albemarle is too good a courtier, and I too bad
a one, for us to have met more than once, fince his re-
turn to England. I have twice endeavoured to fee him,
but to no purpofe, fince you defired me to fpeak to him,
but I will perfevere till I do; not that I think I can be of
any ufe to you there, but that you may not think that I
would omit the leaft poflible occafion of being fo. If
lord George Sackville is fincerely in your intereft, your
affair will certainly do, as he has not only a great deal to
fay with his father, but as he is the duke of Cumber-
tand’s military man of confidence in Ireland. T heartily
wifh that you could get to be licutenant-colonel to your
father’s regiment, becaufe with that rank, at your age,
the reft would do itfelf.  And if you can get the confent
of the government, I would advife you not to haggle
with * * * about the price, but to make him a pont &’or
to go out upon.

My young man has been with me here this fortnight,
and in moft refpeéts, I am very well fatisfied with him
his knowledge is found and extenfive, and by all that I
have yet obferved, his heart is what | could with it. But
for his air and manners, Paris has ftill a great deal to do.
He ftoops exceflively, which 1 have known fome wvery
pretly fellows do, though he dances very well; and
as to manners, the eafy and genteel turn &’un honnite
homme is yet very much wanting. T fhall carry him with
me In a fortnight to Bath for the feafon, where [ fhall
rub him till his re-exportation to Paris, which will be

the
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the firft week in November, for near a year more. 1
hardly flatter myfelf with the hopes of feeing you at Bath
this feafon; nor indeed would I advife you to leave Ire-
land, till your- affair is decided one way or other. The
obfervation, que les abfens ont toujours tort, (that the ab-
fent always come off worft) is in general true, and
your cafe, would be particularly true in regard to a cer-
tain general whom I know.

I am extremely obliged to you for your kindnefs to
your licutenant Heathcote, in which I think I have fome
fhare, though I hope and believe he deferves it perfon-
ally.

T will end this abruptly, rather than employ the eom-
mon words to affure you of the uncommeon elteem and
friendfhip with which 1 am

Your moft faithful humble fervant,
CHESTERFIELD.

P. 8. Pray make my compliments to the primate, and
to the houfe of Clements.

EL=E T YE=E=R ~EXXXIV;
TO THE SAME.

London, April 25, 1752.

3R
AM two letters in your debt, a debt which Iam more
inclined to acknowledge, than able to pay. Yours
bring me informations, mine can only return you thanks.
I make you therefore no excufe for the delay, poflibly I
deferve your thanks for it. I live too much out of the
world to entertain you, and lately I have lived too much
out of it to entertain myfelf; for I have been for thefe
laft two months extremely deaf, from what caufe I know
not any more than the doftors whom [ have confulted ;
but the effeéts I ftill feel, though not in quite fo great a
degree. This makes me very difagreeable, both to my-
felf, and to the few people with whom I defire to con-
verfe ; and puts me in the fituation of a man who un-
derftands at beft but half the language of the country he
lives

s —
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lives in. Ifthe weather, whichis hitherto verybad, would
but mend a little, and look fomething like fummer, I
would IL[[!L at Blackheath, whereI can amufe myfelf b)
myfelf, better than in town.

As well as I can judge at this diftance, from the various
accounts I have had of your fqualmlcs and quarrels in
Ireland, c’ef tout comme chez nous. The great point is who
fhall govern the government; and I prefume that all
heads have been too bufy upon that point, to think one
moment of the real intereft of Ireland. What an effu-
fionofclaret muft all this have occafioned ! forit isa maxim,
that bufinefs is beft done over a bottle, and that people
are never fo fit for it, as when they are fit for nothing

elfe. T make no doubt but that there has more claret been

drank over the barracks this winter than will be drank
in them thefe ten years. And I wonder the bridge
was not agreed to, confidering the national averfi-
on to water. I not only hope, but am perfuaded, that
you do not give into this cochonnerie, which ungentle-
mans every body. A {prightly débauche now and then is
very well ; but the dull, fedate, and continued guzzling
of claret is very unbeccmmq to a young fellow.

I find that Dublin has been this winter the feat of plea-
fure, as well as of war. We have heard of the magni-
ficence of your balls and entertainments. They are libe-
ral and proper diverfions, and, 'with fubmiflion to the
grave andthe wife, that luxury and expenceis beneficial to
the public. It emplovs many hands, and circulates pro-
perty, provided that luxury be conﬁned to home produce,

We have married you here to the daughter of lady
# * *_ but that is no proof that you have married your-
feIf to her in Irclind. M you have, [ heartily wifh you
joy, for it is poffible that there may be joy in marriage.
In either cafe, Thope we fhall {fee you thls year in Eng-
Jand. You have attended }our polt as a major long
enough, I fhould think, to be allowed a furlow for next
winter 3 and I take it for granted that your whole regi-
ment is \uy perfect now, in the round-about way of do-
ing every thing. I '1ﬂm'e you that of all your friends
here, none can with more {atisfattion and fincerity tell
you thﬁ,f are fo, than

Your faithful humble ferv ant,

GHESTERFIELD-
kA=
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E E T-9-E R LEXEV,
T0 THE SAME.

Londony Dec. 29; 1753-

5 1 R,

Thought at leaft that I perfeétly underftood the mean-
I ing of all your difputes in Ireland, while they related
only to the roalting or the Boyleing (pardon a written
quibble) of Arthur Jones Nevil Efq; and I heard of them
with the fame indifference with which I formerly heard of
thofe of Charles Lucas, apothecary. Thofe objetts were
indifferent to me, becaufe I thought them fo to Ireland 5
and T humbly apprehended that the only pointin queftion
was the old one, who thould govern the governor. But
now [ confefs my indifference ceafes, and my aftonithment
and concern, as a fincere well-wither to ITreland, begin.
I cannot comprehend this laft point carried by five, which
was merely national, and which has excited fuch general
joy and drunkennefs ; and I have the failing of all little
minds, 1 am apt to fufpett and diflike whatever I do not
underftand. 1 know nothing of the arguments on either
fide, nor how groundlefs, or how well grounded, they
may feverally be ; but ¢his I know, that the difpute, be-
ing now become national, muft come to a decifion, and
how favourable to Ireland that decifion 1s likely to be,
the enemies of Ireland will, I fear, forefee and foretell
with pleafure. I obferve that whole provinces fplendidly
proclaim in the news papers the Bacchanals they have
lately celebrated; that of Muniter has in particular fa-
voured the public with a lift of the toafts, in which, I
think, I difcover all the gudrds of prudence, all the
depths of policy, and all the urbanity of refined and de-
Lcate fatire. I am informed teo that thefe difputes have,
to a great degree, revived that antient, Gothick, humane;
fenfible, and equitable method of decifion- of right and
wrong, the duellum,or fingle combat. In fhort, youareallin
2 violent fever, not withont fome paroxylms of delirium

r
TOT
ALFL
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for which I fear your father in law and my friend Dr.,
Barry, whom | very fincerely love and efteem, has no
cure. Pray tell him that I do not take this (to ufe our
terms of phyfic) to be the febricula, or flow fever, buta
high and inflammatory one, mali moris, and fubject to ex-
acerbations.

Friends may, and often do, among themfelves, laugh
and quibble upon fubjedts, in which however they take
a very ferious part. I have done fo with you, though,
upon my word, Iam truly affeCted with the prefent fitu-
ation of affairs in Ireland, from which I expect no one
good, but fear many ill, confequences. Your own per-
fonal fituation at Dublin, I fhould imagine, cannot be
now very agrceable, and therefore, as you have, for fo
long together, difcharged the duties of a diligent, in-
defatigable officer, (and hufband too I hope) why fhould
you not come over here,to fee your uncle and other friends ?
among whom you will, I can affure you, {ee none more
truly and fincerely fo, than

Your moft faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD,

LETTER LXXXVL

TO THE SAME.

London, Mar. %, 1744.
S

Long and painful illnefs has hindered me from
A thanking you fooner for the favour of your letters,
which contained very clear accounts of the late im-
portant tranfactions in Ireland. However ftrong the
ferment may ftill be, I will venture to affirm that it muft
and will fubfide to a certain degree, before the next
feflion of parliament, I mean with regard to the nati-
onal point. It is not tenable, and upon cooler thoughts
will, T am convinced, appear fo to many of thofe who,

from perfonal piques and fudden heat, were hurried
into
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into it. I dare anfwer for it that the {peaker himfelf wifh-
es that it had never been ftirred, and I dare fay will con-
trive to have it dropped in the next feflion. I am fure he
wifhes well to his country, and upon refleftion he muik
be fenfible that a national difpute with England upon a
point fo intirely unfupported by either law or prudence,
can by no means tend to the good of Ireland. Dr. Bar-
ry, 1 know, thinks exactly as | do upon this fubjett, and
I dare fay will adminifter, whenever he 1s confulted,
emollient, quieting, and cooling medicines. If it would
but pleafe God, by his lightning, to blaft all the vines in
the world, and by his thunder to turn all the wines now
in Ireland four, as I moft fincerely wifh he would, Ire-
land would enjoy a degree of quict and plenty that it has
never yet known. By the way, I am not fo partial neither
to Ireland, as not to pray for the fame blefling for this
my native country, notwithftanding the grief and defola-
tion which I know it would occafion in our two learned
univerfities, the body of our clergy, and among our
knights of fhires, burgefles, &c. and in general among all
thofe worthy honelt gentlemen, who toait and are toalted.
But I will leave thefe public confiderations, of which I
am a remote and infignificant {peator, and indulge the
tender fentiments of private friendfhip. Is it poflible that
my worthy friend, George Faulkner, can even for a mo-
ment have feen a vile cudgel impending over his head?
Who can think himfelf fafe, when gravity of deport-
ment, dignity of charater, candor, impartiality, and
even a wooden leg, are no longer a proteétion ! This
rough manner of treating a man of letters, which my
friend muft be allowed to be, implies perhaps more zeal
than knowledge ; at leaft I never met with 1t among the
canons of criticifm. If my friend difcovered upon this
occafion fome degree of human weaknefs, his other
half, at leaft, exerted the undaunted fpirit of a Roman
wife. Why is fhe not lady Faulkner ? And why are they
not bleffed with 2 numerous iffue, the happy compound
of their father’s ftoicifm, and their mother’s heroifm? I
have had feveral pacquets from my friend fince this affair
happened, but he has never touched upon it, prudently
obferving, I prefume, the advice of Horace, Qua defpe-
res tractata nitefcere poffe, relingue. (Whatever cannot

be improved by handling, is beft let alone.)
Are




416 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

Are there are no hopes of feeing you in England this
fummer, and have you dny of getting into the hew par-
liament ? I fhall take a longer journey as foon as the fea-
fon will give me leave, for I fhall go to drink the waters
of Aix-1a-C hapélle and Spa, i hopes of recovering fome
degree of my ftrength and {pirits, which niy late illnefs
robbed me c-f, not to prolong my life, for which I affure
you I would not take fo much tfouble, but to make it lefs
burthenfome while 1t lafts. Deafnefs alone is a fufficient
misfortuné, but weaknefs and difpiritednefs, added to it,
complete it. From fuch a being as I am, this letter is al-
ready too long, and may probably infeét you with the
ennui, which the writer commonly feels, except in the
moment in which he aflures you that he is, with the

greateft truth,

Your moft faithful humble fervant,
CHESTERFIELD.

Pray, make my compliments to my good friend the
dottor.

LE T-T E-R EXXXVIL

TO -THE -8 AME,

London, Matek 15, 1757,
SER,

HE inftallation is to be at Windlor on this day

fortnight the 29th; it is a foolifh piece of pagean-
try, but worth fetmg once. The ceremony in the cha-
pel is the moft folemn, and confequently the fillieft,
part of the fhow. The tickets for that operation are
the pretended property of the dean and chapter: I will
take care to procure you one. 1 will allo try to pro-
cure you a fticket for the feaft, though it is 1ull
late. There you will dine very ill and very incon-

veniently, but however with the comfort of hearing the
ftyle
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ftyle and titles of the puiffant knights proclaimed by Gar-
ter king at arms. [ take it for granted that Mrs. Irwine
is to be of your Windfor party, and I will endeavour to
accommodate you both as far as I can. She made you
too favourable a report of my health which you have too
eafily believed, from withing it true. It is vegetation at
moft, and I fhould be very forry if my fellow vegetables
at Blackheath were not in a more lively and promifing

{tate than
Your moft faithful {fervant,

CHESTERTFIELD.

1. E T T E R LXIXVIL

To the Honourable Colonel IRWiNE.

Indorfed, Augult 1762,

g 1R,

SHALL be moft extremely glad to fee you and the

good company you mention to-morrow at dinner. I
have not feen the doctor fince he has given himfelf up to
women, and I was afraid that he had forgot me.

Mr. Hutchinfon* is one whom I have wanted long to
{fee, more than he could to fee me; but what is the worlt
of it is, that I am in the cale of ***** with relation to
him, which is, that I cannot fee him, without his feeing
me. However, you will let him know that I have been
dead thefe twelve years, by way of preparing him to fee
a mind and body equally decayed. Iam, with the greateft
truth and efteem,

Your moft faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD,
Sunday night.

* The prefent provoft of Tiinity College, Dublin.
Vor. 1L, O - L ET-




418 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS

LB R R EXXTER.

TO0- THE SAM-E.
Bath, Nov. 21, 1768,

BELIEVE, my dear general, that you are the firft
L Englifh traveller that could bring teftimonials from
Paris of having kept good company there. [know the
realon of it; but I will not tell you, becaufe I am fure
you know it yourfelf as well as I do.  Qur friend feems
to know it too, and, in juftice to her, I fend you here in-
clofed her letter which you brought. In {feeing my old
acquaintance, the marechal de Richelieu, you faw with-
out exception the greateft, but at the fame time the pret-
ticft, coxcomb in Europe. To be fure, he did not fay a
word of Minorca, Genoa, or lower Saxony. Your late
debate about Corfica was {urely a very idle one. How can
we hinder the French from taking Corfica, but by a war
with France?  And how can we make that war? Where
can we find the money forit? Where can we find a mi-
nifter to conduét it? And where an Eugene or Marlbo-
rough'to command it? Do not put the Gentle Shepherd
upon me for all thefe wheresr.  Befides, 1 fear thére is a
very fore place in this affair.  What will you, gentlemen
of the lower houfe, do with Wilkes the defender of our
liberty ¢ Do not wonder at my queftion, for I know that
not a fortnight ago one minifter afked another that very
queftion, and was anfwered, I do not bnow. As they puz-
zled thremfelves into this difficulty, I confefs T want to fee
how they will puzzle themfelves out of it. * * = =»
k % * # # k3 L 3¥* * *

My old kinfman and cotemporary * is at laft dead, and
for the firft time quiet. He had the ftart of me at his
birth by one year and two months, and [ think we fhall
obferve the fame diftance at our btirial. I own I feel for
his death, not becaufe it will b¢ my turn next, but be-

* Thomas Holles;, ‘duke of Newcafile.
caule
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caufe T knew him to be very good-natured, and his hands
to be extremely clean, and even 100 clean 1f that were
poflible ; for, after all the great offices, which he had held
for fifty years, he died three hundred thoufand pounds
poorer than he was when he firft came into them. A
very unminifterial proceeding! It is a common obferva-
tion, that blind people are apt to be talkative, and it is
no lefs true (as you find to your coft) that deaf people
are apt to be writative; but I am only fo quoad bune,
and from a defire of exprefling the true friendfhip and
efteem with which Iam

Your moft faithful humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD,

P05 e i e e 0
T0O THE SAME.

ﬁatfl, Nov. 27, I:?f:-)u"i-

s 1 R,

O W can un mylord Anglois anfwer a letter frappée ar,

coin du bon- ton de Paris, (that bears the ftamp of
the Paris bon ton ) where flattery pafles only for- common
civility ¢ I muit content myfelf with telling you, in home-
fpun Englifh, that % thank you heartily for your letter
which I received yvelterday; and though I know you flat-
ter me, 1 am extremely pleafed with your thinking me
worth your flattery. T m’aduli, ma tu mi piaci, (you
flatter me, but you pleafe me) 1s a very truc. Italian fay-
ing, which felf-love, if fincere, would confefs.

Conway's motion was the only fenfible one that could
be made, now that the people called minifters' (as the
news papers call the Quakers) have bungled themfelves
into a fituation of not being able to do any thing quite
= * # #: * 3 H# %

4

tnemieLve

right.
o 1* q _'_.-[1 1 5 -ﬁ,J[
[ am much obliged to you, and through you to Ma-
dame de Choifeul, for communicating to me the verles,
F i ! . Ay T T verlxr Mt
of the chevalier de Bouflers ; they are exceedingly pretty

Ec2 and,
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and, had you not told me the author, I fhould have mif-
taken them for Voltaire’s, a miftake which no auther
could have no reafon to take ill. The oth line is ex-
tremely pretty, though not quite new; but the laft line
of all is new, true, and wonderfully delicate, perhaps too
delicate for our folid found claflical judges to relifh,
who will call it French tinfel.

I will abruptly with you good night; and am

Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

LET T E R XCL
TO THE S AM L.

Blackheath, Aug. 6, 1760.
5 TR,

AM extremely obliged to you for the favour of your
letter ; it informs me of an event which [ thould hardly
have believed from a lefs authentic hand than yours.
The journey to Wootton {feems to confirm the reunion of
the triumvirate ; but ftill it is a triumvirate, and a trium-
virate confifts of three, who, without an Athanafian
“unity, which is not to be expeéted, will be fubjeét to ac-
cidents and jealoufies. This [ amgfure of, that it is the
intereft of all the three to keep ftritly united. It will
alarm the adminiftration; but ftill I think they will hold
it out another year, by certain ways and means, which
the payment of the civil debts will enable them to put in
prattice, and you well know that the votes in both the
chafte houfes of parliament are counted, not weighed.
Another thing will be of ufe to the adminiftration, which
is, that faftious and feditious {pirit that has appeared of
late in petitions, aflociations, &c. which fhocks all fober
thinking people, and will hinder them from going fo far
as otherwife they would have gone. At the latter end of
king Charles the fecond’s reign, the two belligerant par-
ties
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ties remonitrated and addrefled, upon which my grand-
father Halifax told the king, that the remonftrants {pit in
his face, and that the addreflers fpit in his mouth. The
livery petition feems to be of the former kind. But enough
of politics, which, from long difufe, and feeing them at
prefent only remotely and through a mift, 1 muft neceffa-
rily talk abfurdly about.

As to my own decayed carcafe, which you fo kindly
inquire after, I can only tell you that it crumbles away
daily ; my eyes are {till fo bad, that they are of little ufe
to a deaf man, who lived by reading alone ; many O her
phyfical ills croud upon me, and I have drained Pandora’s
box, without finding hope at the bottom. The taxes that
nature lays upon old age are very heavy ; and I would
rather that death would diftrain at once, than groan lon-
ger under the burthen.

Pray, how have I deferved fome compliments in your
letter ? I cannot recollet that I have ever offended you ;
I never made you any compliments, and 1 am fure that 1
do not make you one now, when I affure you that I am,
with the trueft efteem and friendthip,

Your moft faithful humble fervant,
CHESTERFIELD,
ray, make my compliments to futfi quanti where you

are, with whom I have paffed the moft agreeable time
of my life formerly at Stowe.

LET.
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LB TS -E-R--XCILY,
From Dr; SwirT to the Earl of CHEESTERFIELD.

November 10, 1730,
MY LORD,

W AS pofitively advifed by a friend, whofe opinion
has much weight with me, and who has a great vene-
ration for your lordfhip, to venture a letter of follicitation:
and it is the firlt requelt of this kind that I ever made,
fince--the -public changes, in times, perfons, meafures,
and opinions, drove me into diftance and obfcurity.
There is an honeft man, whofe name is Launcelot; he
has been long a fervant to my lord Suffex : he married a
relation ‘of mine, a widow, with a tolerable jointure;
which,-depending upon 2 leale which the duke of Graf-
ton: fuffered to expire about three years ago, funk half
her little fortune. Mr. Launcelot had many promifes
from the duke of Dorfet, while his grace held that office
which is now in your lordfhip+; buat they all failed, after
the ufual fate that the bulk of court-fuiters muft expeét.
I am very fenfible that I have no manner of claim to
the leaft favour from your lordthip, whom I have hardly
the honor to be known. to, although you were always
plealed to treat me with much humanity, and with more
diftinction than I could pretend to deferve. I am likewife
conicious of that demerit which I have largely thared with
all thofe who concerned themfelves in a court and miniftry,
whofe maxims and proceedings have been ever fince
fo much exploded. But your lordihip will grant me
leave to fay, that, in thofe times, when any perfons of
.the ejected party came to colirt, and were of tolerable
confequence, they never failed to fucceed in any reafon-
able requelt they made for a friend. And, when I fome-

¥ Though thefe three letters have been printed already, yet as they
are fo charadteriftic, and do fo much honor to our noble author, it was
thought notimproper to detach them from the voluminous colle@ion, in
which they are difperfed, to unire them in this.

 The earl of Chefterficld was then lord fteward of his majefty’s
howsienold,

times
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times added my poor folicitations, I ufed to quote the then |
minifters a paflage in the Gofpel, the poor (meaning their
own dependents) you bave always with you, &C. i

This is the firongelt argument [ have, tointreat your
ordfhip’s favour from Mr. Launcelot, whoisa perfect
honeft man, and as loyalas you could with. His wife, my I
near relation, has been my favourite from her youth, and VI
as deferving as it is poffible for one of herlevel. ltisun- b 1
derftood, that fome little employments about the court |
may be often in your lordthip’s difpofal ; and that my lord ]
Suflex will give Mr. Launcelot the chara&er he deferves: |
and then let my petition be (to fpeak in my own trade)
a drop in the bucket.

Remember, mylord, that, although this letter belong,
yet what particularly concerns my requeft is but of a few

lines.

I {hall not congratulate with your lordfhip upon any of
your prefent great employments, or upon the greateft that
can poflibly be given to you; becaufe you are one of thofe
very few, who do more honour to a court, than you can
poflibly receive from it, which I take to be a greater com-
pliment to a court than it is to your lordfhip.

Iam,

My lord, &c.

; Do i bt e 1 XCHL
From the Earl of CuesTERFIELD 1O Do&tor SWIET.

Hague, Dec. 15, N S. 1730.
s TR,

OU need not have made any excufe to me for your
folicitation; on the contrary, I am proud of being HEE
the firflt perfon, to whom you have thought it worth the ik
while to apply fince thofe changes, which; you fay, drove |
you into diftance and obfcurity. I very well know -

the perfon you recommend to me, having hn‘igcd};}t
1118
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at his houfe a whole fummer at Richmond. Ihave always
heard a very good charaéter of him, which alone would
incline e to ferve him; but your recommendation, I can
aflure you, will make me impatient to do it. However,
that he may not again meet with the common fate of
court-fuitors, nor I lie under the imputation of making
court-promifes, I will exaétly explain to you how far it is
likely I may be able to ferve him.

When firft I had this office, I took the refolution of
turning out nobody; fo that I fhall only have the difpofal
of thofe places, that the death of the prefent pofleflors will
procure me. Some old fervants, that have ferved me
long and faithfully, have obtained the promifes of the firft
four or five vacancies; and the early folicitations of fome
of my particular friends have tied me down for about as
many more. But, after having fatisfied thefe engagements,
I do affure you, Mr. Launcelot fhall be my firft care. I
confefs, his profped is more remote than I could have
withed it; but as it is fo remote, he will npt have the un-
eafinefs of a difappointment, if he gets nothing; andif he
gets fomething, we fhall both be pleafed.

As for his political principles, I am in no manner of
pain about them. Were he a Tory, I would venture to
ferve him, in the juft expe&ation “that, thould I ever be
charged with having preferred a Tory, the perfon, who
was the author of my crime, would likewife be the author
of my vindication.

ITam, with real efteem,
S IR,
Your moft obedient humble fervant,

CHESTERFIELD,

e
b
bl
L ]
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;i i M Wl DR SR 0 )y
From Dean SwirT to the Earl of CHRSTERFIEL D,

January 5, 1730-1-
MY LORD,

RETURN your lordfhip my moft humble thanks for
the honor and favour of your letter, and defire your
juftice to believe; that, in writing to you 2 fecond time,
I have no defign of giving you a fecond trouble. My
only end at prefent is to beg your pardon for a fault of
ignorance. I ought to have remembered, that the arts
of courts are like thofe of play; where, if the moft ex-
pert be abfent for a few months, the whole fyftem is fo
changed, that he hath no more fkill than a new beginner.
Yet I cannot but with, that your lordfhip had pleafed to
forgive one, who has been an utter ftranger to public life
above fixteen years. Bufly Rabutin himfelf, the politeft
perfon of his age, when he was recalled to court after a
long banithment, appeared ridiculous there: and what
could I expeé from my antiquated manner of addreffing
your lordthip in the prime of your life, in the height of
fortune, favour, and merit; fo diftinguifhed by your ac-
tive {pirit, and greatnefs of your genius ! I do here re-
peat to your lordfhip, that I lay the fault of my mifcon-
du& entirely on a friend, whom I exceedingly love and
efteem, whom I dare not name, and who is as bad a
courtier by nature as I am grown by want of pratice.
God forbid that your lordihip fhould continue in an em-
ployment, however great and honorable, where you only
can be an ornament to the court fo long, until you have
an opportunity to provide offices for a dozen low people,
like the poor man, whom I took the liberty to mention !
And God forbid, that, in one particular branch of the
king’s family, there fhould ever be fuch a mortality, as to
take away a dozen of meaner fervants in lefs than a dozen

years!
Give me leave, in further excufe of my weaknefs, to
confefs, that befides fome hints from my friends, your
lordfhip
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lordfhip is in great meafure to blame, for your obliging
manner of treating me in every pidCL where I had the
honor to fee you; W hich I acknowledge to have been a
diftin&ion that I had not the leaft pretence to, and con-
fequently as little to ground upon it the requelt of a favour.

As I am an utter {tranger to.the prefent forms of the
world, 1 have imagined more than once, that your lord-
fhip’s proceeding with me, may be a refinement introdu-
ced by yourfelf: and that as, in my time, the moft fo-
lemn aml thm nt promifes of great men ufually failed,
againit all probable appearances, fo that fingle flight one
of your lordfhip may, by your generous nature, early
fucceed againit all vifible nnpoihbl ities (‘@ ).

I am, &c.

(2) And {o it did; lord Chefterfield having foon found an opportu-
nity of providing for the perfon recommended by Dean Swift.

I am bappy in the apbartznuf_}r of communicating to the
public the three jfollowing !fz‘!e‘m,ji om lord Crﬁeﬁ.,rﬁ'ﬁ!d to
lord Stair, which were fent to me in the moft obliging man-
ner by a perfon of diftinction in Scotland, whofe name I am
not at liberty to mention, but whom I defire to accept my public
tf}amés Jor this favor. They are of fuch a nature as to
make me, and I truft, every one of my readers, regret that
there are fo few of them,

LET-
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L.EE T ER — XCV.
To the Earl of St aAIR.
London, Sept.

3; 1739
MY LORD,

Y the return of the meflenger, by whom I received
the favour of your létter, with the inclofed papers,
I writ to lord Marchmont my poor {entiments upon the
points in queftion. 1 thought it the fame as writing to
you; but chole to direét it rather to him, becaufe the mel-
{enger told me, he fhould fee him firft. I fhall fay no
more now, by the common poft, upon that fubjet, than
that I thought the firft part of the plan extremely right;
but the latter part rather ill-timed now, and would not have
the effeé propofed or hoped for. What do you fay to the
vigor of our adminiftration? The fleeping lion is roufed ;
and a hundred and twenty men of war now in commiffion,
and forty thoufand land forces in England, will {hew our
enemics abroad, that they have prefumed too much and
too long upon fir Robert’s pacific temper. Ifay thison
the fuppofition and hopes that thefe land forces are only
raifed againft our common enemies abroad, and not againit
fir Robert’s enemies at home; though I know which I be-
lieve. It is reported too, but I den’t know with what
grounds, that this parliament is this feffion to be continu-
ed feven years longer, upon pretence that, in this time of
danger, tke nation is not in a proper te€mper to meet and
chufe new reprefentatives. Violent as this {tep may feem,
I cannot think it is totally improbable, whenI combine
feveral circamitances; but this I know, that, if it 1 taken,
there is an end of us, I mean conflitutionally. Your vifit
to Ireland is a fign of your good health and fpirits, which
1 rejoice at, and with you the long continuance of, asmuch
as any man upon earth can do, being, I am fure, as much
gs any man upon earth can be,

My dear lord,
Your moft faithful humble fervant,
CHESTERFIELD.

LET-




428 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

] DR RS B B SR g
TO THE SAME.

London, Dec: 3, 1739
MY DEAR LORD,

INCE I troubled you laft, T have three letters from you
to atkn@wlcdgﬂc. As to the two firft, you will have
heard from all your friends here, that thL D.of A. is by
no means as yet ripe to come into anyof thofe pr Dptjﬁtlom.
1 both think and hope he will by next year; but, in the
mean time, he mult be ftroked and not fpurred. The
plan inclofed in your letter, which I received yefterday,
1s, in my opinion, a perfet right one, and is now follow-
ed by many corporations in England, in their inftruétions
to their members; and ought to have been fo by all the
counties, if thofe, who at the end of laft feffion of parlia-
ment undertook that province, had noteither carelefsly or
wilfully neglected it till the affizes were over, which has
now made it impoflible for this year. ‘The b1|1 to limit
the number of placemen in parliament, is to be brouqht In
after the holidays, and will, I {fuppole, bc as foon rejected ;
after which, it will be ﬂﬁ‘CC‘ﬁdl’V to print the names of thofe
who voted for or againftit; and then frefh inftruétions from
every county or borough, " both in England and Scotland,
wherever they can be obtained, and, I believe, they may
from almoft every county, and a great majority of the bo-
roughs will come with flill 1 greater weight next year. As
for poftponing the money bills till fuch a bill be agreed to,
which is what you propoie, and what is likewife mentioned
in the inftructions of the city of London, I find that will
not do; becaufe, to tell you the plain truth, many of the
oppoﬁtion donotin their hearts greatly relith the place bill
itfelf, which they think might prove a ck}q upon their ad-
miniftration, and they wi i} b» no means hear of any thmg
like a tack, or a ﬂoﬁpoumg of the money bills. If the
whole oppoﬁtmn meant the fame thing as you and I do,
they would moft certainly entertain this meafure, which
18
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is the only one that can recover the conftitution; all
others are but temporary palliatives: for while the houfes
of lords and commons are abfolutely in the power of the
crown, as they vifibly now are, we have no conftitution,
.nd the crown alone is, without a myftery, the three
branches of the legiflature. But unfortu nately, 1 doubt,
this is what many people defire as heartily as you and I
vith the contrary. Sir Robert’s health is thought to be
very precarious, and there are many of us who already
anticipate in their thoughts the joyful moment, which
they think not remote, of coming into power ; and con-
fequently, far from defiring to make fhackles for them-
felves, are rather willing to continue thofe upon the peo-
ple which fir Robert has forged for them. This, 1 own,
is 2 melancholy cafe; but I fear it 1s too much the cafe.
The perfons you allude to, that you think might be pre-
vailed with to act agail'zﬁ fir Robert, are not to be moved.
They have been tried, and their own intereft in fo doing
has been manifeftly fhewn them, but to no purpole.
They confider money 2s their owi¥ intereft, and would
not venture the fufpenfion of a quarter’s falary to fave the
whole nation. This, my dear lord, is our wretched fitu-
ation, from whence, I think, little good can arife. Uni-
on among ourfelves cannot be expetted, where our views
are fo widely different. This fir Robert knows, and tri-
umphs in. I defpair of either doing good or feeing any
done ; yet, while I live, 1 affure you, 1 will endeavour it.
I with my country well, and upon that principle alone
muft with you fo; but many other confiderations concur
to make me honor and efteem you as I do, and to form
that attachment and friendfhip with which I fhall ever be,

My dear lord,
Moft faithfully yours,

"B

LHESTERFIE LD

L ET-
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MY DEAR LORD,

WISH I had any thing better than thanks to return
you for your feveral letters, but unfortunately I can
fend you no dCLDUI‘*\ from hence that I can write or you
read with fatisfattion. The oijpoimon 1s in truth become
no oppofition at all ; is looked upon already in that light
by the court, and, I am afraid, will foon be {o by the
whole nation. The views of the individuals are too dif-
ferent for them to draw together. Some few mean the
public good, and they are for atting and pufhing of con-
ftitutional meafures ; but many more mean only their
pl’lV‘dtL 1z1teru’c, and they think pubhc ina¢tion and fecret
negociations the moft conducive to it. They confider fir
Robert’s life as a bad one, and defire, by their fubmiffion
and tamenefs, to recommend themf{elves to be his fuccef-
fors. ' The court, they fay, is too I’Lrong to be evercome
by n'*-poﬁtion, that is, in truth, they think it would be
t00 {trong for their impatience for pOWET upon any terms.
In this dlfLra&td ftate of the oppofition, you will not be
furprized that nothing is done, and that the court triumphs.
Thofe of your friends here e, with whom I am connetted,
wifh, as I do, many things which it is not in our power
to b;m«r about, and which would only difcover our weak-
nefs to attempt. My only hopes are from the fpirit of
the nation in the next elefion, where, if we exert, I
think there are hopes of having a better parliament than
this. In your part of the kingdom more may be done
with effeét in that affair than in this part, where the in-
fluence of the court is more powerful; and I hope, there-
fore, you will all exert at that laft Hruwfrle for our confti-
tution. We are to have here next w eck 2 general meet-
ing, to fettle the ele&ions for the next parliament, in
which, I nwa no doubt, but'thofe who have ruined the
oprnﬁtron will ufe their endeavours to fruftrate this defign
too ; but ftill I hope, it will have fome good effeét, though
t(}
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to be fure not fo good a one as if we all meant the fame
thing. The place bill comes in on Tuefday next, and
will be thrown out the fame day. Some of our patriots
will rant that day, par manitre & acquit, by permiflion
from the court, and then the feffion is ended. 1 thewed
your paper upon that fubjett to fome of my friends, who
will endeavour to make what ufe they can of it.

Your old friend lord Cathcart kiffed the king’s hand
yefterday, for the command of the intended expedition.
Some fay it is againft Cuba; others, againft Buenos

(=)

Ayres ; but none know, and the fecret is inviolably kept.
For my own part, wherever it is intended, I have a very
bad opinion of the fuccefs of it, when I know that no-
body capable of forming a right plan has been confulted
in it, and that no officer able to condu& it is well enough
at court to be employed in it.

As I have writ all this to you @ coeur ouvert, I beg it
may go no further, it being better that the real wretched
ftate of the oppofition fhould not be univerfally known,
though, I fear, it is but too well guefled at. It might
difcourage, and could do no good.

If all meant as well as you do, I fhould, with more
hopes and better fpirits, take what little part I am able;

but I confefs that, in the prefent fituation of things, I-

rather content myfelf with not doing ill, than hope to do
any good. I will keep my conicience and my charater
clear, with what I fhould, and do what I can, & pour le
refte, alors comme alors.  But in all fituations, pleafed and
proud of being reckoned in the number of thofe who
love and value you as you deferve, and who with you in
a condition of doing your country all the good you are
both fo defirous and fo able to do it. Adieu, my dear
lord ; believe me,

Moft faithfully yours,

CHESTERFIELD.
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