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SATURDAY, Jan. 17, 1736. N° 346,

.[ A ‘M not of the opinion of thofe, who think that our
anceftors were in every refpeét wifer than we, and who
rqt:‘,t every new invention. as chimerical, and brand it
with the ndme of project. On the (,ml?rar}., I am per-
{fuaded, that moft things are ftill capable of improvement
For which reafon I alwmjs oive a fair and impartial | hear-
ing to all new propofals, and have oftl:fl, in the courfe of
my life, found great advantage by fo doing

1 very early took Mr. Ward’s Dru IlL,tthﬂ_.Jdnlo
the great difcouragement it met with, 11 its infancy fmm
an honourable auth 101, eminent for hm political faq-{a 1y,
who afferted it to be liquid popery and Jacobitifm. {
reaped great benefit from it, and recommended it to fo
many of my friends, that I queftion whether the auther
of l‘mt great {pecific 1s more obliged to any one manin
the 1|1frdnm hcmm\ {elf, C“{Lﬁptlnﬂ one.

]i e likewife, as w Cll as my- brother Caleb T, great -
hopes uf pubhuam antage, arifing from the tkill and dif-
coveries of thatingenious operator, Dr. Taylor, notwith-

Vot 15 B ﬂulldd’lg

* This was one of the weekly publications againft Sir R. Walpole’s
qu,nmis’t ration. It was firft intitled Mift’s Journal. 1 fufpe& that Lord:

Chefterfield had, feveral times before, lent his hand to the ‘writers of this
witty paper ; bl.tl have no authority to affert it. . This, and the two
foli lowing eITavs were generally allowed to be his.

+ The Cmttﬁnan in which lord Bolingbroke was principally engaged,
went under the name of Caleb D'Anvers, Efq.




2 LORD CHESTERTFIEL DS

ftanding the late objections of Mrs. Ofborne * and her
mofit fubtle diftinctions between the eye politic, and the
eye natural. :

Some inventions have been improved, ages after their
firft difcovery, and extended to ufes {o obvious, and fo
nearly refembling thofe, for which they were at firft in-
tended, that it is furprizing how they could have fo long
efcaped the fagacity of mankind. For inftance, printing,
though ufed but within thefe few centuries, has in reality
been invented thoufands of years; and it is aftonifhing,
that it never occurred to thofe, who firft flampt images
and infcriptions upon metals, to ftamp likewife their
thoughts upon wax, barks of trees, or whatever elfe they
wrote upon.

This example fhould hinder one from thinking any
thing. brought to its e plus ultra of perfeftion, when fo
plain an improvement lay for many ages undilcovered,

‘The fcheme [ am now going to offer to the public is of
this nature, fo very plain, obvious, and of fuch evident
emolument, that I am convinced my readers will both be
furprized and concerned, that it did not oceur to every
body, that it was not put in practice many years ago.

I took the firft hint of it from an account a friend of
mine gave me, of what he himfelf had feen practifed
with fuccefs at a foreign court; but I have extended it
confiderably, and I flatter myfelf, that it will, upon the
ftricteft examination, appear to be the moft ‘practicable
and ufeful, and, at this time, neceflary project that has, it
may be, ever been fubmitted to the public.

My friend, having refided fome time at a very confi-
derable court in Germany, had there contra@ed an inti.
macy with a German prince, whofe dominions and re-
venues were as {mall as his birth was great and illufiri-
ous ; there are fome few fuch in the auguft Germanic
body. This prince made him promife, that whenever
he fhould return to England, he would take him in his
way, and make him a vilit to his principality, Accord-
ingly, fome time afterwards, about two years ago, he

waited

* The fignature to one of the minifterial papers being F. Ofborne,
'Efg; (who was the eldeft and graveft of their writers) his antagonifts made
an old woman of the author, and nick-named him Mother Ofborne, under
which title he figures in the fecond book of the Dunciad:
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waited upon his ferene highnefs; who, being apprized
a little beforehand of his arrival, refolved to receive him
with all poffible marks of honor and diftinétion,

My friend was not a little furprized, to find himfelf
condutted to the palace, through a lane of foldiers, reft-
ing their firelocks, and the drumsbeating a march. His
highnefs, who obferved his furprize, and who, by the
way, wasa wag, after the firft compliments ufual upon
fuch occafions, fpoke very gravely to him thus:: :

* 1do not wonder, that you, who are well informed
of the narrownefs both of my territories and my for-
tune, fhould be aftonifhed at the number of my ftand-
ing forces ; but I muft acquaint you, that the prefent
critical fituation of my affairs would not allow me to
remain defencelefs, while all my neighbours were
arming around me. There is not a prince near me,
that has not made an augmentation in his forces, fome
of four, fome of eight, and fome even of twelve men 5
* fo that you muft be fenfible that it would have been
¢ confiftent neither with my honor nor fafety, not to
¢ have increafed mine. Ihave therefore augmented my
army up to forty effeGtive men, from but eight and
twenty, that they were before ; but in order not to
overburden my fubjeéts with taxes, nor opprefs them
by the quartering and infolence of my troops, as well
as to remove the leaft fulpicion of my defigning any
thing againit their liberties ; to tell you the plain truth,
my men are of wax, and exercife by clock-work.
You eafily perceive,” added he {fmiling, ¢ that if I
were in any real danger, my forty men of wax are juft
asgood a fecurity tome, as if they were of the very
* beft fleth and blood in Chrifténdom - as- for dignity
““ and-thow, they anfwer thofe purpofes full as well, and
in the mean time they coft me fo little, that our dinner
will be much the better for it.”

My friend refpe&tfully fignified to him his fincere ap-
probation of his wife and prudent meafures, and affured
me that he had never in his life feen finer bodies of men,
better fized, nor more warlike countenances.

The ingenious contrivance of this wife and warlike
potentate ftruck meimmediately, asa hint that might be
greatly improved to the public advantage, and without
any one inconveniency, at leaft that occurred to me. I
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4 LORD CHESTERFIELDS

have fitned it every way in my thoughts, with the ut-
moft care, and fhall now prefent it to my readers, willing
however to receive any further lights and afliftance, from
thofe who are more fkilled in military matters than
Iam.

1 afk but two poffulata, which Fthink cannot be denied
me ; and then my propofal demonftrates its own utility.

Firft, That for thefe laft five and twenty years, our
land forces have been of no ufe what{oever, noreven em-=
ployed, notwithftanding the almoft uninterrupted difturb-
ances that have been in Europe, in which our interefts
have been asnearly concerned as ever they are likely to
be for thefe five and twenty years 1o COIIC,

Secondly, That our prefent army is a very greatex-
pence to the nation, and has raifed jealoufies and difcon-
tents in the minds of many of his majefty’s fubjetts.

I therefore humbly propofe, that, from and after the
25th day. of March next, 1730, the prefent mumerous
and expenfive army be totally difbanded, the commifiion
officers excepted, and that proper perfons be authorized,
to contract with Mrs. Salmon, for raifing the fame num-
ber of men in the beft of wax.

That the faid perfons be likewife authorized to treat
with thatingenious mechanic, Myn Heer Von Pinchbeck,
for the clock-work neceffary for the faid number of land
forces.

Itappears from my firft poftulatum, that this future army
will be, to all intents and purpofes, as ufeful as ever our
prefent one has been ; and how much more beneficial it
will be, is what I now beg leave to fhew.

The curious are often at great trouble and expence, 10
make imitations of things, which things are 1o be had
eafier, cheaper, andin greater perfection themfelves.
Thus infinite pains have been taken of late, but alas in
vain, to bring up our prefent army to the nicety and per-
felrion of awaxen one : it has proved impofiible to get
fuch numbers of men, all of the fame height, the fame
make, with their own hair, timing exacily together the
feveral motions of their exercife, and above all, with a
certain military fiercenefs, that1s not natural to Britifh
countenances : even fome very confiderable officers -have
been cathiered for wanting SOME OF THE PROPERTIES
OF WAX.

By
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By my f{cheme, all thefe inconveniencies ‘will be en-
tirely removed ; the men will be all of the fame fize, and,
if thought neceffary, of the {fame features and complexi-
on - the requifite degree of fiercenefs may be given them,
by the proper application of whifkers, {cars, and fuch
like indications of courage, according to the taftes of
their refpective officers ; and their exercife will, by the

{kill and care of Myn Heer Von Pinchbeck, be in the

higheft German tafte, and may poflibly arrive at the
one motion, that great defideratum in our difcipline. - The
whole, thus ordered, muft certainly furnith a more de-
lightful fpectacle than any hitherto exhibited, to fuch as
are curious of reviews and military exercitations.

[ am here aware that the grave Mrs.. Ofborne will feri-
oufly objed, that this army, not being alive, cannot be
ufeful ; and thatthe more lively and ingenious Mr. Wal-
fingham * may poflibly inflinuate, that a waxen arnry 1S
not likely toftand fire well.

To the lady, Ianfwer thus beforehand, that if, in the
late times of war, our prefent army has been of no more
ufe than a waxen one, a waxen one will now, in time of
peace, be as ufeful as they ; and as to any other reafons,
that the or her whole fex may have, for preferring a live
flanding army to this, they are confiderations of a pri-
vate nature, and muit not weigh againft fo general and
public a good. -

T'o the pleafant *fquire I reply, that this army will ftand
its own fire very well ;. which is all that {eems requifite.

But give me leave to fay too, that an army thus con-
ftituted will be very far from being without its terror, and
will doubtlefs ftrike all the fear that is confiftent with the
liberties of a free people ; wax, it is well known, being
the moft natural and expreflive imitation of life, as it
unites in itfelf the different advantages of painting and
fculpture. :

Our Britith monarchs in the Tower are never beheld
but with the profoundeft refpect and reverence , and that
bold and manly reprefentation of Henry the cighth, ne-
ver fails to raife the ftrongeft images of one kind or ano-

' Bgar ther

*® The Free Briton by Francis Walfingham, Efq; (publifhed under the
dire@tion of Sir Robert Walpole) was written by William "Arnall, who
was bred an attorney, but commenced party-writer when under - twenty.
See the notes on the Dunciad, Book I ; where Arnall is faid to have re-
ceived, for Free Britons and other writings, in four years, the fum of

10997/ 65, 84.out of the treafury.
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ther in its beholders of both fexes. Such is the force of
divine right, though but in wax, upon the minds of all
good and loyal fubjeéts. PRl
Nobody ever {aw the court of France lately exhibited
here in wax-work, without a due regard ; infomuch that
an habitual good courtier. was obferved refpectfully bow-

ing to their moft Chriftian majeities, and was at laft only

convinced of his error by the filence of the court. An
army of the fame materials will certainly have fiill a
ftronger effect, and be more than fufficient to keep the
peace, without the power of breaking it.

My readers will obferve, that I only propofe a reducti-
on of the private men, for, upon many accounts, I would
by no means touch the commiflions of the officers. In
the firft place, they moft of them deferve very well of
the public ; and in the next place, asthey are allin par-
liament, I might, by propofing to deprive them of their
commiffions, be fufpected of political views, which 1
proteft I have not. I would therefore defire, that the
prefent fet of officers may keep the keys, to wind up
their feveral regiments, troops, or companies ; and that
a mafter-key to the whole army be lodged in the hands
of the general in chief for the time being, or in default
of fuch, in the hands of the prime minifter. '

From my fecond poffulatim, that the prefent army is
expenfive, and gives uneafine(s to many of his majefiy’s
good fubjects, the further advantages of my fcheme will
appear.

The chief expence here will be only the prime coft;
and I even queftion whether that will exceed the price of
live men, of the height, proportions, and tremendous
alpects, thatI propofe thele fhould beof.  But the an-
nual faving will be fo confiderable, that I will appeal to
every fenfible and impartial ‘'manfin the kingdom, if he
does not fincerely think that this nation would have been
now much more flourithing and powerful, if, for thefe
twenty years laft paft, we had had no other army.

Another confiderable advantage confifts in the great
care and convenience, with ,which thefe men will be
quartered in the countries ; where, far from being an op-
preflion or difturbance to the public houfes, they will be
a genteel ornament and decoration to them, and inftead
of being inflicted as a punithment upon the difaffected,

will

¥
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will probably be granted as a favour, to fuch inn-keepers
as are {uppofed to be the moft inthe interefi of the admi-
niftration, and that too poflibly with an exclufive privi-
legeof fhewing them. So that I queftion, whether a cer-
tain. great city may not be eloquently threatened with
having no troops at all.

As 1 am never for carrying any project too far, I would,
for certain reafons, not extend this, at prefent, to Gib-
raltar, but would leave the garrifon there alive as long
as it can keep fo. .

Let nobody put the Jacobite upon me, and fay, that
I am paving the way for the Pretender, by difbanding
this army. ‘Lhat argument is worn threadbare ; befides,
let thofe take the Jacobite to themfelves, who would ex-
change the affections of the people for the fallacious fecu-
rity of an unpopular ftanding army.

But, as I know I am fufpected by fome people to be
no friend to the prefent miniftry, I would moft carefully
avoid inferting any thing inthis projeét that might look
peevith,or like a defign to deprive them.of any of the ne-
ceflary means of carrying on the government. I have
therefore already declared, that Idid not propofe to affect
the  commiffions of any .of the officers, though a very
great {aving would arife to the public thereby., And 1
would further provide, that, in the difbanding the prefent
army, an exact account fhould be taken of every foldier’s
rightof voting in elections, and where, and that the like
number of votes, and for the fame places, fhall be re-
ferved to every. regiment, troop, orcompany, of this
new army ; thefe votes to be given ‘collectively, by the
officers of the faid regiment, troop, or company, in as
free and uninfluenced a manner as hath at any time been
practifed within thefe laft twenty years.

Moreover, I would provide, that' Mann and Day * {hall,
as at ‘prefent, have the entire cloathing of this new army,
lo icrupulousam I of diftrefling the adminifiration,

People are generally fond of their own projects, and it
may be, I look upon this with the partiality of a parent ;
but I proteft I cannot find any one objeétion to it, It
will fave an immenfe expence to the nation, remove the
tearsithat at prefent difturb the minds of many, and an-
lwer every one of the purpofes, to which our prefent army

has
* Two very confiderable woollen-drapers, in the Strand ; the firft of

them was grandfather to Sir Horatio Mann.
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has beenapplied. The numbers will found great and for-
rmidable abroad, theindividuals will be gentle and peace-
able at home s and there will be an increafe to the public
of above fifty thoufand hands for labour and manufac-
tures, which at'prefent are either idle, or but {eurvily em-
ployed. :

"' Tcannot, 1own, help flattering myfelf, that this {cheme
will- prevail, and the more fo from the very great protec-
tion and fuccefs wax-work has lately met with ; which,
I imagine, was only as an eflay or tentamen to fome great-
er defign of this nature; ~But, whatever be the event of
it, this-alternative 1 will'venture to affert, that by the 25th
of March next, either the army or another body of men
muft ‘be of wax., |

1L
FOG'S YOURN AL,

SATURDAY, Jan. 24, 1736. N 3975

}I U'M A N nature; though every where the fame, is
fo feemingly diverfified by the varioushabits and cuftoms
of different countries, and fo blended with the' early im~
preffions we receive from our education, that they are of-
ten confounded together, and miftaken for one another.
This makes us look with aftonifhment upon all cuftoms
that are extremely different from our own, and hardly
allow thofe nations to be of the fame nature with ourfelves,
if they are unlikein their manners; whereas all human
adtions may be traced up to thofe twogreat motves; the
purfuit of pleafure,and the avoidance of pain ; and upon
a fri¢t ‘examination, we fhall often find, that thofe cuf-
toms, whichat firft view feem the moft different from our
own, have in reality a great analogy with them,

Wihat more particularly fuggefted this thought to me,
was ‘an account which a gentleman, who was lately re-
turned from China, gave, in a company wherel hap-
penied  to be prefent, of a pleafure held in high
efteem, and extremely practifed by that luxurious nation.

_.ic
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He told us, that the tickling of the ears, was one of the
moft exquifite fenfations known in ‘China ; and that the
lclight ‘adminiftered to the whole frame, through this
organ, could, by an able and {ki.ful tickler, be raifed to
whatever degree of extaly the patient fhould defize.
The company, flruck with this novelty, exprefled their
furprife; as is ufual on {iich occafions, firft by a filly fi-
lence, and then by many filly queftions. The account
too, coming from fo far as China, raifed both their wonder
and their curiofjty much more than if it had come from any
European country, and opened a larger field for pertinent

queitions, ~Among others, the gentleman was afked

l'?
whether the Chinefe ears and fingers had the leaft re-
femblance to ours; to which having anfwered in the af-
firmative, he went on thus. i

«“ T perceive, Ihave excited your curiofity fo much by
mentioning a cuftom {o unknown to you here, that I be-
lieve it will not be difagreeable, if I give you a particular
account of it.

 "This pleafure, firange as it may feem to you, s in
China reckoned almoft equal to any that the fenfes afford.
T here is not an ear in the whole country untickled ; the
ticklers have, in their turn, others who tickle them, in-
fomuch, that there is a circulation of tickling throughout
that vaft empire, Orif, by chance, there be fomne few
unhappy enough not to find ticklers, or {fome ticklers

clamfy enough not to find bufinefs, they comfort them-
{elves at leaft with {elf-titillation.

“* This profeflion is one of the moft lucrative and
confiderable ones in China, the moft eminent performers
being either handfomely requited in money, or flill better
rewarded by the credit and influence it gives them with
the party fickled; infomuch, that a man’s fortune is
made, as foon as he gets to be tickler to any confiderable
mandarin.

‘¢ The emperor, as in juftice he ought, enjoys this
pleafure in its higheft perfection; and all the confider-
able people contend for the: honor and advantage of
this employment, the perfon who fucceeds the beft in
it being always the firft favourite, and: chief difpenfer
of his imperial power. The principal mandarins are
allowed to try their hands upon his majefty’s facred
ears, and according to their dexterity and agility,

commonly

&
=
R
i
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commonly rife to the pofts of firft minifters. His
wives too are admitted to try their {kill; and fhe among
them, who holds him by the ear, is reckoned to have
the fureft and moft lafting hold. His prefent imperial
majelly’s ears, as [ am informed, are by no means of a
delicate texture, and confequently not quick of fenfa-
tion, fo that it has proved extremely difficult to nick the
tone of them: the lighteft and fineft hands have ut-
tetly failed, and many have mifcarried, who, from ei-
ther fear or refpect, did not treat the royal ear {o rough-
ly as was neceflary. He began his reign under the
hands of a bungling operator, whom for his clumfinefs
e foon difmiffed : he was afterwards attempted by a
more fkilful tickler; but he fometimes failed too, and,
not being able to hit the humour of his majefty’s ear, his
own have often fuffered for it.

¢“ In this public diftrefs, and while majefty laboured
under the privation of auricular joys, theemprefs, who,
by long acquaintance, and frequent little trials, judged
pretty well of the texture of the royal ear, refolved to
undertake 1t, and fucceeded perfedtly, by means of 2
much ftronger friction than others durft either attempt, oz
could imagine would pleafe.

““ In the mean time, the fkilful mandarin, far from
being difcouraged by the ill fuccefs he had fometimes
met with in his attempts upon the emperor’s ear, re-
folved to make him(elf amendsupon his imperial con-
fort’s: he tried, and he prevailed ; he tickled her ma-
Jefty’s ear to fuch perfection, that, asthe emperor would
truft his ear to none but the emprefs, the would truft hers
to none but this light-fingered mandarin, who, by thefe
means, attained to unbounded and uncontrouled power,
and governed ear by ear,

“ But, as all the mandarins have their ear-ticklers
too, with the fame degree of influence -over them, and
as this mandarin was particularly remarkable for his ex-
treme {enfibility in thofe parts, it is hard to fay from
what original titillation the imperial power now flows.”

"The conclufion of the gentleman’s ftory was attendec
with the ufual interjections of wonder and furprize from
the company. Some called it ftrange, fome odd, and
fome very comical ; and thofe, who thought it the moft
improbable, I found by their queftions, were the moft

defirous
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defirous to believed it. I obferve too, that, while the ftory
lafted, they were moft of them trying the experiment
upon their own ears, but without any vifible effe& that I
could perceive.

Soon afterwards, the company broke up ; and 1 went
home, where I could not help reflecting, with fome de-
gree of wonder, at the wonder of the reft, becaufe I
could fee nothing extraordinary in the power, which the
ear exercifed in China, when I confidered the extenfive
fluence of that important organ in Europe. Here, as
i China, it is the fource of both pleafure and power;
the manner of applying to it is only different. Here
the titillation is vocal, there it is manual, but the effeéts
are the fame ; and, by the bye, European ears are not
always unacquainted neither with manual application.

To make out the analogy I hinted at, between the
Chinefe and ourfelves, in this particular, I will offer to
my readers, fome inftances of the fenfibility and pre-
valency of the ears of Great Britain,

~‘The Britifh ears feem to be as greedy and fenfible of
titillation as the Chinefe can poffibly be ; mor is the pro-
feflion of an ear-tickler here any way inferior, or lefs lu-
crative. ‘There are of three {orts, the private tickler,
the public tickler, and the felf-tickler.-

Flattery is, of all methods, the fureft to produce that
vibration of the air, which affets the auditory nerves
with the moft exquifite titillation : and according to the
thinner or thicker texture of thofe organs, the flattery
muft be more or lefs ftrong. This is the immediate pro-
vince of the private tickler, and his great kil confifts in
tuning his flattery to the ear of his patient: it were end-
lefs to give inftances of the influence and advantages of
thofe artifts, who excel in this way.

The bufinefs of a public tickler is, to modulate his
voice, difpofe his matter, and enforce his arguments in
fuch a manner, as to-excite a pleafing fenfation in the
ears of a number or affembly of people: this is the moft
difficult branch of the profeflion, and that in which the
feweft excel; but to the few who do it, is the moft lu-
crative, and the moft confiderable. ‘The bar has at pre-
fent but few proficients of this fort, the pulpit none, the
ladder alone feems not to decline.

I muft
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1 muit not here omit one public tickler of great emi-
nency, and whofe titillative faculty muft be allowed
to be fingly confined to the ear, I mean the great
fignior Farinelli, to whom fuch crowds refort, for
the extaly he adminifters to them through that organ,
and who {o liberally requite his labours, that, if he will
but do them the favour to ftay two or three years longer,
and have two or three benefits more, they will have no-
thing left but their ears to give him.

The f{elf-tickler is as unhappy as contemptible ; for,
having none of .the talents neceflary for tickling of others,
and confequenily not worth being tickled by others nei-
ther, he is reduced to tickle himfelf : his own ears alone
réceive any titillation from his own efforts. 1know an
eminent performer of this kind, who, by being nearly
related to a {kilful public tickier, would fain fet up for the
bufinefs himfelf, but has met with fuch repeated difcou-
ragements, that he is reduced to the mortifying refource of
felf-titillation, in which he commits the mott horrid ex-
cefles. ' :

Befides the proofs above-mentioned, of the influence
of the ear in this country, many of our moit common
phrafes and expreflions, from whence the genius of a peo-
ple may always be collected, demonftrate, that the ear
is reckoned the principal and moft predominant part of
our whole mechanifm, As for inftance.

T'o have the ear of one’s prince, is underftoed by eve-
ry body to mean having a good fhare of his authority, if
not the whole, which’ plainly hints how that influence is
acquired.

T'o have the ear of the firft minifter, is the next, if not
an equal advantage. Iam therefore not furprized, that
{o confiderable a pofleflion ‘fhould be fo frequently at-
tempted, and fo eagerly folicited, as we may always ob-
ferve it-is. But [ muft caution the perfon, who would
make his fortune in this way, to confine his attempt
ftrictly to the ear in the fingular number; a defign upon
the ears, in the plural, of a firft minifter being for the
moft - part rather difficult and dangerous, however
juit. :

To give ear to a perfon implies, -giving credit, being
convinced, and being guided by that perfon ; all this by
the fuccefs of his endeavours upon that prevailing organ.

2Ry
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To lend an ear, is fomething lefs, but {till intimates a
willingnefs and tendency in the lender to be prevailed up-~
on by a little more tickling of that part. "Thus the lend-
ing of an ear is a fure prefage of fuccefs to a fkilful tacic_--
ler. For example, a perfon who lends an ear to 2 mi-
nifter, feldom fails of putting them both in his power
foon afterwards; and when a fine woman lends an ear
to a lover, fhe fhews a difpofition at leaft to further and
future titillation, :

To be deaf, and to ftop one’s ears, are common and
known exprefiions, to lignify a total refufal and rejec-
tion, of a perfon or propofition ; in which cafe I have of-
ten obferved the manual application to fucceed by a {trong
vellication or vigorous percuflion of the outward mem-
branes of the ear.

There cannot be a ftronger inflance of the great value
that has always been fet upon thefe parts, than the con-
ftant manner of exprefling the utmoft and moft ardent de-
fire people can have for any thing, by faying they would
““ give their ears” forit; a price fo great, that it is fel-
dom either paid or required. Witnefs the numbers of
people actually wearing their ears flill, whoin juftice have
long fince forfeited them.

Over head and ears would be a manifeft pleona/mus, the
head being higher than the ears, were not the ears
reckoned {fo much more valuable than all the reft of the
head, as to make ita true climax. -

It were unnecelfary to mention, as farther proofs of
the importance and dignity -of thofe organs, that pulling,
boxing, or cutting off the ears, are the higheft infults

that choleric men of honor can either give or receive;

“which fhews that the ear is the feat of honor as well as of

pleafure. :

/The anatomifts have difcovered, that there 1s an inti-
mate correfpondence between the palm of the hand and
the ear, and that a previous application to the hand com-
municates itfelf inftantly, by the force and velocity of
attraction, to the ear, and agreeably prepares that part
toreceive and admit of titillation. I muft fay too, that
I have known this practifed with fuccefs upon very con-
{iderable perfons of both fexes.

Having
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Having thus demonftrated, by many inflances, that
the earis the moft material part in the whole mechanifm
of our ftruQure, and thatitis both the feat and fource of
honor, power, pleafure, and pain, I cannot conclude
without an earneft exhortation t6 all my country-folks,
of whatfoever rank or fex, to take the utmoft care of
their ears. Guard your ears, O ye princes, for your pow-
er is lodged in your ears. Guard your ears, ye nobles,
for your honor lies in your ears. Guard your ears, ye
fair, if you would guard your virtue. And guard' your
ears, all my fellow {ubjects, if you would guard your
liberties and properties.

1.
FOG'S FOURNMZL:

% SaTurpay, April 10, 1736. ~ NP 388,

HAVING in a former paper fet forth the valuable
privileges and prerogatives of the ear, I fhould be very
much wanting to another material part of our compofi-
tion, if I did not do juftice to the evEs, and thew the in-
fluence they either have, or ouglit to have, in Great Bri-
tain, e .

While the eyes of my countrymen artin a great mea-
fure the part that directed, the whole people faw for
themfelves ;. feeing was called believing, and was a fenfe
{o much trufted to, that the eyesof the body and thofe of
the mind were, in {peaking, indifferently made ufe of
for one another. ButI am forry to f{ay that the cafe is
now greatly altered ; and I obferve with concern an epi-
demical blindnefs, or, at leaft, a general weakne(s and
diftruft of -the eyes {cattered over this whole Kingdom,
from which we may juftly apprehend the worft confe-

quences.
This
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This obfervation muft have, no doubt, occurred to all
who frequent public places, whom, inftead o_F {eeing fo
many eyes employed, as ulual, either in looking at -one
another, or in viewing attentively the object that brings
them there, we find modeftly delegating their faculty to
glaffes of all forts and fizes to {ee for them. I remarked
this more particularly at an opera I was at, the beginning
of this winter, where Polypheme was almoft the onlv
perfon in the houfe that had two eyes; the reft had but
one apiece, and that a glafs one.

As I cannot account for this general decay of ou rop-
tics from any natural caufe, not having obferved any al-
teration in our climate or manner of living, confiderable
enough to have brought fo fuddenly upon us this univerfal
fhort-fightednefs, I cannot but entertain fome fufpicions,
that their pretended helps to the fight are rather decep-
tions of it, and the inventions of wicked and defigning
perfons, to reprefent objects in that light, fhape, fize,
and number, in which it is their inclination or intereft to
have them beheld. - 1fhall communicate to the public the
grounds of my fufpicion.

The honeft plain fpectacles and reading-glaffes were
formerly the refuge only of aged and decayed eyes; they
accompanied grey hairs, and in fome meafure {hared their
refpect : they magnified the object a little, but ftill they
reprefented it in its true light and figure. Whereas now
the variety of refinements upon this firft ufeful invention
have perfuaded the youngeft, the ftrongeft, and the fineft
eyes in the world out of their faculty, and convinced
them, that, for the true difcerning of objeds, they muft
have recourfe to fome of thefe media ; nay, into fuch dif-
~repute is the natural fight now fallen, that we may ob-
ferve, while one eye is employed in the glafs, the other is
carefully covered with the hand, or panfully fhut, not
without fhocking diftortions of the countenance.

It is very well known, that there are not above three or
four eminent operators for thefe portable or pocket-eyes,
and that they engrofs that whole bufinefs. Now, as thefe
perfons are neither of them people of quality, who are al-
ways gbove fuch infamons and dirty motives, it is not un-
reafonable to fuppofe that they may be liable to a pecu-
niary influence: nor confequently is it improbable that
an adminiftration fhould think it worth its while, even

at
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4t a large expence; to fecure thofe few that are to fee
for the bulk of the whole nation. This furely deferves
our attention.

It is moft certain; that great numbers of people a _‘-—-
ready {ee objects in a different light from what they were
ever feen in before; by the naked and undelide d eye,
which can only be afcribed to  the l“['ll!lt‘}lleitﬂf'flluﬂ:n
of fome of thefe artificial media, of which I fhall enu-
merate the different kinds that have come to my know-
ledee.

"The looking-gldfs; which for many ages was the mi-
nifter and countellor of the fair fex, has now qltatly
extended its juri{diCion; every body knows that that
glafs 1s backed with ouukﬁl\ez to hinder it from 1 being
diaphanots ; fo that it itops the beholder, and pre fents
him again to himfelf. Here his views centre all n him-
felf, and dear felf alone is the object of his contempla-
tions. This kind of glafs, I am aflured,; is now the
moft common ef any, efpecially among nmp]., of dif=
tinckion, mlomm,h that nine in ten of the glafles that
we daily fee levelled at the public ‘are in reality not dia-
phanous, but agreeably return the looker to 11ii‘nfcii'{,
while his attention IL,EI“"‘ to be cmplmcci upon others.

The refleCting telefcope has of late gﬂmed ground
confiderably, not only among the ladies, who chiefly
ViEw one 1noLher through 1]1n1 medium, but has even
found its way into the cabinets of princes; in both which
cafes it iunmﬂs refleCtions to thofe, who before were not
apt 1o mare many.

The microflcope, or magnifying glafs, 1s an engine of
~dangerous confequence, 11‘UU<>1 muc,h in 'ogue: it
{wells the minuteft obje&t to a moft menftrous i7/f=
heightens the deformity, and even deforms the beautie
.-jF nature. When the fineft hair appears like a tlf,e,

and the fineft pore like an abyfs, what difagreeable re~
{‘Piunanons may it 61}11131’5, and’ what fatal miftakes
may 1t mutually occafion between the two fexes! Na-
ture has formed all ob;uls for that pumt of view 1n
which they appear to the naked eye; their perfec-
tion leflens in proportion as they leave out that _paint,
and many a Venus would ceafe to appear one, even
to her lover, were fhe, by the help of a microfcope,
to be viewed in the ambient cloud of her infenfible

perfpiration.
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perfpiration. 1 bar Mrs, Ofborne’s returning my micro-
fcope upon me, fince I'leave herin quiet poffeflion of the
{pectacles, and even of the reading-glaffes, if fhe can
make ufe of them. _

"There 1s another kind of glafs now in great ufe, which
is the oblique glafs, whofe tube, levelled in a firaight line
at one object,receives another in at the fide,fo that the be-
holder {eems to be locking at one perfon, while another
intirely engrofles his attention. I'his is a notorious en-
gine of treachery and deceit; and yet, they fay, it is for
the moft part made ufe of by minifters to their friends,
and ladies to their hufbands.

The fmoked glafs, that darkens even the luftre of the
fun, muft of courfe throw the blackeft dye upon all other
objects. This, though the moft infernal invention of
all, is far from being unprafifed ; and I knew a oentle-
woman, who, in order to keep her hufband at home,
and in her own power, had his whole houfe glazed with
it, fo that the poor gentleman thut up his door, ‘and nei-
ther went abroad, nor let any body in, for fear of con-
verfing, as he thought, with fo many devils,

‘The dangers that may one day threaten our conftity-
tion in general, aswell as particular perfons, from the va-
riety of thefe mifchievous inventions, are fo obvious, that
they hardly need be pointed out: however, as my coun-
trymen cannot be too much warned againft it; T fhall hirt
at thofe that terrify me the moft.

Suppofe we fhould ever have a fhort-fighted prince
upon the throne, though otherwife juft, brave angd wife s
who can anfiwer for his glafs-grinder, and confequently,
who can tell through what medium, and in what light,
he may view the moft important objefts ? or who can an.
fwer for the perfons that are to take care of his glafles, and
prefent them to him upon oceafion ? may not they change
them, and {lip a wrong one upon him, as their intercft
May require, and thus magnify, leffen, multiply, de-
form, or blacken, as they think proper; nay, and by
means of the oblique glafs above-mentioned, fhew him
even one object for another ? Where would the eye of the
mafter be then ? where would be that eye divinely de-
puted to watch over? but fhrunk and contracted within
the narrow circle of a deceitful tube.

Vou. II. C On
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On the other hand, fhould future parliaments, by arts
of a defigning minifter, with the help of a corrupted
glafs-grinder, have delufive and perverfive glaffes lipped
upon them, what might they fee? or what might they
not fee ? nobody can tell. - I am fure every body ought
to. fear they might poflibly behold a numerous ftanding
army m time of peace, as an inoffenfive and pleafing
object, nay, asa fecurity to our liberties and properties.
They might fee our rithes increafe by new debts, and
our trade by high duties; and they might look upon the
corrupt {urrender of their own power to the crown, as the
beft protection of the rights of the people. Should this
ever happen to be the cafe, we may be fure it muft be by
the interpofition of fome flrange medium, fince thefe
objeéts were never viewed in this light by the naked and
unaflifted eyes of our anceftors.

In this general confideration, there isa particular one
that affects me more than allthe reft, as the confequence
of it would be the worft. There i1s a body of men,
who, by the wifdom and for the happinefs of our con-
flitution, make a confiderable part of our parliament :
all, or at leaft moft of, thefe venerable perfons, are, by
gredt age, long ftudy, ora low mortified way of living,
reduced to have recourfe to glafles. Now fhould their
media be abufed, and political tranflative ones be flipped
upon them, what {candal would their innocent, but mif-
guided, conduét bring upon religion, and what joy
would it give, at this time particularly, to the diffenters ?
Such'as, Iam {ure, no true: member of our church can
think of without horrer ! I am the more apprehenfive of
this, from the late revival of an a@ that flourithed with
idolatry, and that had expired with it, I mean the ftain-
ing of glafs. ‘That medium, which throws ftrange and
various colours upon all objeéts, was formerly facred to
our churches, and confequently may, for aught I know,
1n the intended revival of our true church difcipline, be
thought a candidate worthy of our favour and reception,
and {o a ftained medium be eftablithed as the true, ortho-
dox, and canonical one.

I have found it much: eafier to point out the ‘mif-
chiefs I apprehend, than the means of obviating or re-
redying them, though I have turned it every way in
my thoughts,

To
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To have a certain number of perfons appointed to ex-
amine and licenfe all the glaffes, that fhould be ufed in
this kingdom, would be lodging fo great a truft in thofe
peﬂbns,thattheienqnﬁﬂonsjo betray it would be ex-
ceedingly great too; and it is to be feared that people
of quality would not take the trouble of it, fo that, Quss
cuftodiat ipfos cuftodes? (By whom will thefe keepers be
kept ?) ;

I once thought of propofing, thata committee of both
houfes of parliament fhould be vefted with that power :
but I immediately laid that afide, for reafons which I am
not obliged to communicate to the public.

At laft, defpairing to find out any legal method that
fhould prove effectual, I refolved to content myfelf with
an earneft exhortation to all my country-folks, of what-
{oever rank or fex, to fee with their own eyes, or not fee
at all, blindnefs being preferable to error.

See then with your own eyes, ye princes, though
weak or dim: they will ftill give you a fairer and truer
reprefentation of objects, than you will ever have by the
interpofition of any medium whatfoever. Your fubjeéts
are placed in their proper point of view for your natural
fight : viewing them in that point, you will fee that your
happinefs confifts in theirs, your greatnefs in their riches,
and your power in their affections.

See likewife with your own eyes, ye people, and rejeét
all proffered media: view even your princes with your
natural fight; the true rays of majefty are friendly to the
weakeft eye, or, if they dazzle and {corch, it is owing to
the interpofition of burning-glaffes. Deftroy thofe perni-
cious media, and you will be pleafed with the fight of one.
another.

In fhort,let the natural eyes retrieve their credit, and re-
fume their power : we fhall then fee things as they really
me,u%ﬁdqnuﬂlendintheconﬁﬂknlofﬂuﬁé,whoﬂ:hopes
and interefts are founded upon mifreprefentations and

deceit,
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IV.
COMMON SENSE*

SaturDAY, February 5, 1737. N° 1.

Rarus enim ferme /éxﬁu conmmunis—Juv.

Nothing {o rare as common fenfe.

A PREFACE is, by long cuftom, become fo necef-
fary a part of a book, that thould an author now omit
that previous ceremony, he would be accufed of -pre-
fumption, and be fuppofled to imagine that his perfor-
mance was above wanting any recommendation. By a
preface, an author prefents himfelf to the public, and
begs their friendfhip and protection ; if he does it grace-
fully and genteelly, he is well received, like many a fine
gentleman upon the firength of his firft addrefs. Be-
fides, were it not for the modeft encomiums, which au-
thors generally beftow upon themfelves in their prefaces,
their works would often die unpraifed, and {fometimes
unread.

A weekly writer, T know, 1s not of a rank to pretend
to a prcf'"ace; but an humble introduction is expetted from
him. He muft make his bow to the public at his firft ap-
pearance, let them a little into his defign, and give them a
fample of what they are to expect from him afterwards.

In this cafe, it may be equally unhappy for him, to
give himf{elf out, like ZEfop’s fellow-flaves, for one that
can do every thing, or like Afop, for one that can do no-
thing ; for, if he fpeaks too aflumingly, the world will
revolt againft him, and if too modeftly, be apt to take
him at his word.

Thefe

* This paper, in which feveral perfons of eminence were concerned,
was partly political and on the fide of oppofition, but moftly moral, and
calculated for I;%m improvement of manners and tafte. Lord Lyttleton was
one of the writers, and the papers which fell from his pen, have been in-
ferted in the collettion of his works,

Thofe, which are here given, fufficiently thew, by the original turn and
;dmirabl:.e management of irony difcernible in them, the mafterly hand
from which they came. Our authority, however, for producing them as
lord Chefterfield’s, is that of one of his particular friends, to whom his
lordfhip gave the lift, which we have followed.
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Thefe confiderations determined me to make this firft
paper ferve as an introduction to my future labours,
though I am fenfible that a weekly author isin a very dif-
ferent fituation from an author iri the lump.—If a2 whole-
fale dealer can, by an infinuating preface, prevail with
people to buy the whole piece, his bufinefs is done, and
it is too late .for the deluded purchafer to repent, be the
goods ever {o flimfy; but a weekly retailer is conftantl
bound to his good behaviour, He, like fome others;
holds both his honors and profits only durante bene placizo,
and whatever may be the fuccefs of his firft endeavours,
as foon as he flags in his painful hebdomadal courfe, he is
rigoroufly firuck off at once from his two-penny efta-
blithment.

Another difficulty, that occurred to me, was the prefent
great number of my weekly brethren, with whom all
people, except the ftationers and the Stamp-office, think
themfelves already over-ftocked ; but this difficulty upon
farther confideration leflened,

As for the London Journal, it cannot poflibly interfere
with me, as appears from the very title of my paper ;
moreover I was informed, that paper of the fame fize
and goodnefs as the London Journal, being to be had
much cheaper unprinted and unftamped, and yet as ufeful
to all intents and purpofes, wasnow univerfally preferred,

Fog’s Journal, by a natural progreflion from Mift to
Fog, is now condenfed into a cloud, and only  ufed
by way of wet brown paper, in cafe of falls and con-
tufions. _

"The Craftfman was the only rival that gave me any
coricern ; that being the only one, I thought there was
world enough for us both, ‘and perfuaded myfelf that,
wifer than Cafar and Pompey, we fhould content out-
felves with dividing it between us; befides that, I never
obferved Mr. D’Anvers to be an enemy to common {enfe.

Being a man of great learning, 1 have, in chufing the
name of my paper, had before my eyes that excellent
precept of Horace te authors, to begin modeftly, and
not to promife more than they are able to perform, and
Keep' up to the’laft.—I have therefore only entitled it
Common Senfe, which is all I pretend to my{elf, and no
more than what, I dare fay, the humbleft of my readers
pretends to likewife,

But,




22 LORD. CHESA ERFIELD!S

But, as a farther encouragement and invitation to the
public to try me, [ declare, that though { only promife
them common fenfe, yet if I have any wit they fhall
have it into the bargain. Wherefore 1 defire my cuf-
tomers to look upon this weekly expence as a two-penny
ficket in a lottery ; it may poflibly come up wit, and if
a blank, at woift, common fenfe.

But, as modefty is the beft recommendation to great
minds, on the other fide it is apt to prejudice little ones,
who miftake it for ignorance, or guilt; therefore, that I
may not fuffer by it with the latter, I muft repeat a
known obfervation, that common {enfe is no fuch common
thing, 1could give many inftances of this truth, if I
would, but decline it at prefent, and chufe to refer my
readers to their {everal friends and acquaintance,

Should I here be afked then what I mean by common
fenfe, if it is fo uncommon a thing, I confefs I thould be
at a lofs to know how to define it. Itake common fenfe,
like common honefty, rather to be called common, be-
caufe it thould be fo, than becaufe itis fo. It is rather
that rule, by which men judge of other people’s actions,
than dire&t their own ; the plain refult of right reafon
admitted by all, and practifed by few.,

An ingenious dramatic author has confidered common
fenfe as {o extraordinary a thing, that he has lately, with
oreat wit and humor, not only perfonified it, but digni-
fied it too with the title of a queen. Though I am not
fure that had I been to perfonify common fenfe, I thould
have borrowed my figure from that fex, yet as he has
added the regal dignity, which by the law of the land
removes all defects, I wave any objection.—The fair fex
in general, queens excepted, are infinitely above plain
downright common fenfe; fprightly fancy and fhining
irregularities are their favourites, in which defpairing to
fatisty, though defirous to pleafe, them, 1 have, in order
to be of fome ufe to them, ftipulated with my ftationer,
that my paper fhall be of the propereft fort for pinning up
of their hair. As the new French fafhion is very fa-
vourable to me ‘in this particular, I flatter myfelf, they
will not difdain to have fome common fenfe about their
heads at {o eafy a rate, :

,Should
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Should I ever, as poflibly I often may, be extremely
dull, T will not, as fome of my plcdeCPfTors have done,
plﬁ:ltnd that it was by defign, for I proteft that I do not
mntend it ; but in that cafe, I claim my fhare in the prefent
general mdulﬁence to dul n(-'is of being thought the wifer
forit; and hope to meet with fy mpathetic nods of approba-
tion from the moft folid of my readers. Moreover, 1
thall go on the longer and the fafer for it, dulnefs' Being
the ballaft of the mind, that fits it for a long voyage,
keeps it fteady, and fecures it from the gults of fancy
and imagination.

I cannot help thinking how very advantageous it may
be to a great many people to pulcf ale my paper,-were
it only for the fake of the title.—Have you read common
fenfe * Have you got common fenfe ? are queftions which
one fhould be very forry not to be able to anfwer in the
affirmative ; and yet, in order to be able to do it with
truth, a precau[i,on of this kind may poflibly not be un-
neceffary, at leaft it can do no hurt.

As to the defign of my paper, it is to' take ‘in all
{ubjects whatfoever, and try them by the ftandatd of com-
mon fenfe. I fhall ereéta Kind of tribunal, for the crimina
lzfi Jenfils communis, or the pleas of common fenfe. But
the method of proceeding muft be different from thatof
other courts, or it would be contrary to the meaning and
infititution of this, The caufe of common fenfe thall be
pleaded in common fenfe. = Let not the guilty hope to
efcape, or the innocent fear being puzzled, delayed, ruin-
ed or (,ondﬂ’mned _

It would be endlefs for me to enumerate the wvariotis
branches of the juri{diction of this”court, fince every
thing, more or LfS, falls under its cognizance. The pof-
feflion or the want of common fenfe appears propertion-
ably in the loweft, as well as in the higheft, tranfactions,
and a king and a cobler, without it, will equa[ly buncrle
in their refpe&ne Uﬂlmgs The quzcgu:d agunt f:ommes
(actions of men) ismy province; and bomines comprehends;
not only all men, but all women too, that is, as far'ag
they are to be comprehendud The condu& of the fair
fex will therefore ¢ome under my confideration ; but with
this indulgence, which is due to' them, that, in trying
their attions by the ftraight rule of ‘comrmon fenfe, Ifhall
make proper allowances for thofe pretty obhqmﬂes and

deviations
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deviations from it, which great vivacity, lively paflions,
and confcious beauty, frequently occafion, and in {ome
meafure juftify.

‘The fine gentlemen cannot hope to efcape trial, were
it only as acceffaries to: their fair principals. I am aware,
that they will cavil at.the jurifdiction of the court, and
will alledge, if. they know how, that they are brought
coram non. judice-(before an incompetent judge), I ac-
knowledge too, that they havea prefumptive kind of ex-
emption from inquiries and profecutions of this. nature;
but as this connivance, if too long indulged, might grow
into.aright, I muft infift upon their appearing {ometimes
in court, where they fhall meet with all the lenity, that is
due to their birth and education.

But let all authors from right honorable, or. right re-
verend, down te the humbleft inhabitant in Grub-fteet,
refpe& and. tremble at, the jurifdiction of the court,
With.them I difclaim all lenity,  as they are generally the
moft daring and boldeft offenders, I fhall try them by my
rule, asthe tyrant Procruftes tried-his fubjects by his bed,
and will, without mercy, ftretchrout thoie that fall {hort
of. ity and cut: off. from thofe who.go beyond it,

I: am fenfible that common {enfe has lately met with
very, great difcouragement in. the noble {cience of poli=
tics ;. -our - chief. profeflors having, thought themfelves
much. above thofe obvious rules that had been followed by
our anceftors, and: that lay open. to vulgar underftand-
ings;; they have weighed the interefts of Europe.in nicer
fcales, and fettled them 1n fo delicate a balance, that the
leaft blaft affeéts it -For my part, I fhall endeavour: to
bring; them back to.;the old folid Englifh ftandard of
common fenfe s -but if by that means any gentlemen,
who; diftinguifh- themfelves in that. fublime. {phere,
fhould -be at a lofs: for bulinefs, and appear totally un-
qualified for it, I hope they will not lay their misfortunes
to.my charge, fince it -1s; none of my fault, if their in-
terefts and thofe . of .common {enfe happen to be incom-
patible.

If; in domeflic, affairs too; I fhould. find that com-
mon fenfe has been negleéted, I fhall take the liberty . to
affert.its rights, and reprefent, the juftice, as well-as the
expediency, of xeftoring it to its former credit and dig-

nity. - Qur. confltitution s, founded upon common fenfe
itfelf,
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wfelf, and every deviation from one is a violation of the
other. 'The feveral degrees and kindsof power, wifely
allotted to the feveral conftituent parts of our legiflature,
can only be altered by thofe, who have no more common
{enfe than common honefty. - Such offenders fhall be pro-
ceeded againft as guilty of high-treafon, and fuffer the
{evereft punithment.

I forefec all the difficulties I am to ftrugigle with, in the
courfe of this undertaking ; and fee the improbability, if
notthe impoflibility, that common fenfe thould fingly, by
its own weight and merit, make its way into the world,
and retrieve its left empire. Butas many valuable things
in themfelves have owed their reception and eftablithment;
not to their own intrinfic worth, but to fome lucky hit, or
favourable concurrence of circumftances, fo fome fuch
accidentinmy favouris what I more rely upon than the
merit of my paper, fhould ithave any. Fafhion, which
prevalls nobody knows how, can introduce what reafon
would in vain recommend ; and as, by the circulation of
fathions, the old ones revive aftera certain interval, the
fathion of common fenfe feems to have beenlaid afide
long enough to have a fair chance now for revival.

If therefore any fine woman, in good humour ona
Saturday morning, would be pleafed to dropa word in
my favour, and fay, “ It is a good comical paper;” or
any man of quality, atthe head of tafte; be fo kind as'te
fay, € Itis not a bad thing;” I{hould become the fafhi-
on, and be univerfally bought up at leaft : and asfor be-
g read or not, it is other people’s bufinefs, not mine.

As Iam fcrupulous even todelicacy in all my engage-
ments, Imuit premife that, in intitling my paper Com-
mon Senfe, Ionly mean the firft half-theet, or it may be
a column of the next ; the reft of the paper, which will
contain the events foreign and domeftic, I am very far
from promifing fhall have any relation. at all to common
lenfe.. But, as the chief profits of a-weekly writer arife
from thence, the world, which at leaft reafons very juft-
'y upon that fubject, would, Iam fure, think that I'want-
ed common fen{c myfelf, if I neglected them.

Upon the whole, my intention is to rebuke vice, cor-
reqk errors, reform abufes, and fhame folly and prejudice,
withowt regard toany thing but common fenfe ; which,

as
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as it implies common decency too, I fhall confine myfelf
to things, and not attack crfrms it being my defire to
improve or amufe every bod}, “without ﬂmckmﬂ any
body

I do not think it neceflary, at leaft yet, to give the
public any information as to my perfon ; let my paper
fland upon its own legs. My prefent refolution is to keep
my name concealed, unlefs my fuccefs fhould fome day
or c*heriempt my vanity toditcover it.  All I will fay at
prefent is, that I never appeared in print before ; and if
1 fhould not meet with fome encouragement now, I fhall
withdraw myfelf to my former retirements, and there in-
dulge thofe oddnefles that compofe my chfzr'ufter the

defcription of which, if I1goon, may fome time or other

entertain my readers.

R

V.

COMMON SENSE

SATURDAY, February 19, 1737. Bl¥-a

B ER NIER informs us of a very extraordinary cuf-
tom, which prevails to this day in the empire of the Mo-
ogul. - His im peual majefty is annually weighed upon his
buth—dav and if it appears that, fince his former wmgh—
mg, he has made any confiderable acquifition of flefh,

is matter of public rejoicings throughout his whole domw
ons, Upon that great da} too, his fubjects are obliged
to make him prefents, which feldom amount to lefs than
thirty millions.

This {eems to be a cuftom which, like many cuftoms
i other countries, is merely obferved for ant tiquity or
form-fake ; but the original purpofe for which it was at
firft w1(c,l} eftabl tﬂ]td 1s either neglected or quite
forgotten : or it is impoflible to imagine, that his
Mowul majefty’s good *md loyal {ubjects fhould find fuch
matter of joy in the literal increafe of their fovereign’s
materiality, which muft of courfe render him lefs quali-
fied for the funtions and duties of his government;

{o
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{o that it is more reafonably to be prefumed, that, as all
the oriental nations chufe to convey their precepts of re-
ligion, morality, and government through hieroglyphics,
types, and emblems, this cuftom was originally allego-
rical, and fignified the political increafe of his majefty’s
weight, as to credit, power, and dominion ; which
might juitly adminifter great joy to his faithful fubjeéts.

Or, to carry my conjecture a little farther; is it impof-
fible that his now abfolute empire might formerly have
been a limited one ; the equal balance of which it might
be neceflary often to examine, in order to preferveit in
its juft equilibrium ? In which cafe, it is highly probable,
that his majefty was weighed againft fome counterpoife ;
or, to {peak plainer, the prerogative of the prince might
be examined with relation to the rights and privileges of
the fubject. What confirms me the more in this opinion,
is the choice of the day for the operation. It was his fa-
cred majefty’s birth-day, a day in which he was fuppofed
to be in good humour 5 and the prefents were of a na-
ture to put him in good humour, in cafe they had not
found him fo : which circumftances feem to be meant as
preparatory {weetners to a ceremony, that would not
otherwife have been very agreeable to him,

It will be no objection to my conjecture, to alledge
the prefent abfolute form of that government; fince a
very little knowledge of hiftory will fhew us, that the
moft abfolute governments now in the world have been
originally free ones, and only bought, bullied, or beaten
out of their liberties,

This may very probably have been the cafe in Indof-
tan, where the nobles and reprefentatives of the people
might think it both civil and prudent not to weigh' quite
fair againft his majefty ; but to lighten their own fcale,
that he might preponderate a little, ‘This little by de-
grees increafed the bulk of their fucceffors, by continual-
ly adding more and more to it. _

‘The {uperiority of weight probably pleafed his majef-
ty, and gave him arelith for more ; which thefe oreat
annual prefents, {welling up his civil lift, enabled him the
better to gratify, by having wherewithal to corrupt the
weighers on the part of the nobles and the people, tll

by,
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by degrees the whole weight was thrown into the royal
fcale, without any counterpoife. By fuch gradations
this cu{’to"n originally eftablifhed for the fecurity of the
mnﬂltutlon may have dwindled' into a mere pompous
ceremony, and an expcniwe rareethow annually exhi-
bited to:a cozened people, in exchange for their liber-
ties.

Would I follow the example of the moft eminent cri-
tics; I could fupport thefe my critictfims and conjectures
by innumerable authorities’ both antient and modern ;
and prove, béeyond contradiction, from the natural hif-
tory of fat, that it is impoflible a fovercign can defire
the great increafe of his corporal bulk, or a good fubject
rejoicein it. But I fhall content my elf witha few.

Fat and {tupidity are locked upon as fuch infeparable
companions, that they are ufed as {ynonymous terms ;
and all the properties of corporal materiality, when ap-

lied to the mind, intimate {lownefs, heavinefs, dullnefs,
and fuch like qualities.

"The pruguis Mingrva of the antients thews us their opi-
nion, that, if eventhe f*rudcfe of arts and wifdom her-
felf wereto grow fat, the would grow ftupid too ; which,
if fauce for a god or goddc_u, may furely, with all dye re-
gard, be fauce fora king or E]".';:"’f,_l,

Horace's pingue “ingensum, or fat head, means by the
fame figure a puzzled, dull impenetrable one.

The very air the & Beeotians breathed was, from their
ftupidity, called 'a f&t oiic; and at-this' day, a ‘neigh-
bouring nation, not le(s eminent than® the Beeotians for
the fedatenefs and tlaaqml ity of their genius, are like-
wife diftinguifhed by the weight'and Circumference of
their bodies.

After thefe inftances, it would’ not only be uncandid,
but indecent, to Iuppoie that-any fovereign would defire
to'clog-and Ll’l(.llﬂlbfii by a load of ﬁefh thofe faculties
upon whofe clearnefs and quicknefs the welfare of his
fubjects, -and " his’own glory, fo much depend ; befides
that even bodily agility is highly neceflary for a prince.
A light, clever, active monarch can with more frequency
and celerity ‘vifit his remoteft domimions; where his pre-
fence may often berequired. = His m;lltary operations too
may receive great luftre and advantage from the agility
of his perfon ; not to mention what a fatal hindrance a

prominent
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prominent abdomen would prove to his royal exercita-
tions in the {eraglio. -

Having thus proved that this cuftom muft originally
have been only emblematical, and never meant literally
as an annual regifter, or rather bill of fare, of the real
pounds of flefh his Indian majefty may get or lofe in the
courfe of a year, let us examine a little whether this cuf-
tom may not deferve, in future times, adoption here,
and be advantageoufly introduced into our conftitution.

Methinks even our conftitution itfelf points out to us
this very method of preferving it; the three conftituent
parts of the fupreme legiflative power form a kind of a
political trilanx, to each fcale of which a due fort and
proportion of weight is wifely allotted, that they
may all hang even, and yet, with all {ubiniffion to a right
reverend prelate, independent of each other, 'What then
more natural than an annual examination and infpeétion
of - this #rlanx 2

That this method of weighing flates and empires is
veiy antient, appears from Homer, who tells us, that
Jupiter himfelf weighed the fates of Greece and Troy -
by what kind of fcale he weighed them, I do not find,
either in Euftathius, or any other commentator ; but it is
ouly evident by the fide that prevailed, that it could not
be Troy weight,

Such, T acknowledge, is the happinefs of our prefent
times, fuch the wifdom and integrity of all thofe who now
compofe the legiflative power, and fuch the nice equality
of the fcales, that any caution of this nature would be
altogether unneceffary ; but common fenfe Jooks farther,
and wilely provides againft future, remote, and poflible
dangers. '

As therefore I apprehend no danger this century, Ion-
ly propofe this meafure to commence in the year of our
Lord 1800, when, as it is naturally to be prefumed that
all the perfons, of which the legiflative power fhall be
compofed, will be fuch as are now unborn, nobody can
tell what may happen, nor how neceflary ‘it may be to
weigh them frequently, and with the greateft exactnefs.
This too is the more practicable here, becaufe we have
the balance of Europe now ready in our hands for the
purpofe : we have held it with vaft credit and fuccefs,
and infinite advantage of late, and no doubt fhall con-

tinie
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tinue long in poffeflion of it ; fo that the legiflature may
certainly borrow it of the miniftry a couple of days in the
year for this domeftic purpofe.

In the performing of this operation, it {feems abfolutely
neceflary that all interchangeable prefents, betwixt the
parties to be weighed, be ftri¢tly prohibited, as they
might give an undue fhare of weight to the fcale in which
they may be thrown, and have the fame fatal confe-
quences here, that, in my opinion, they have already had
in Indoftan ; and fhould it ever happen that, through po-
litenefs, or any other motive, grains and drachms fhould
be annually thrown into the regal fcale, it muft in the end
fo far preponderate, that it will be difficult, if not impof-
fible, toretrieve it : nay, another cafe might happen, that
would be very ridiculous, which is, if the régal {cale and
the popular fcale, at the two extremities of the beam,
fhould both be loaded with the {poils of the middle one,
that middle one would ftill keep dangling, though quite
empty.

What has been faid hitherto relates only to metaphori-
cal weight, and is meant to recommend to.the ferious care
and attention of pofterity the prefervation of our happy
conftitution, and to advife them to be watchful of any
the leaft innovation in any part of it. ButI am not fure,
whether the real literal weighing of many individuals may
not greatly contribute to this good end ; and [ am the
more confirmed in this opinion by an experiment of that
kind, which, I am informed, has been for fome years
laft pait tried with great fuccefs. I am affured that in a
great hall, at the country feat of a very confiderable per-
fon in Chriftendom, there is a very magnificent pair of
man {cales, where the matter of the houfe and his numer-
ous guefts are annually weighed, and are as annually
found to increafe immenfely. ‘This hint, I think, may
admit of great improvements ; fomething of this kind,
whether {cales or fteel-yards, can be moft advantageouf-
ly made ufe of the firft and laft day of every feffion of
parliament ; though, in my humble opinion, the fcale
muft be found the more decent of the two, becaufe it
muft appear ludicrous, and confequently turn the whole
ceremony into a kind of farce, to {ee the people of the
firft rank, both in church and ftate, dangling and {praw-
ling at the end of a fleel-yard. "

But
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Butit is certain, that to come fome way or other at the
intrinfic weight of the individuals who compofe our legi(-
lature, and to diftinguith exaltly betwixt that intrinfic
weight, and the extraneous weight they may be apt to
acquire, would greatly tend to preferve a due equilibri-
um, between the colletive bodies that form our confti-
tution.

[ muft own, many difficulties occur to me in this un-
dertaking ; but, as Iam unwearied in my endeavours
for the good of my country, 1 will turn this matter in my
thought, till] have reduced it to fome method that may
appear to me to be practicable, when I thall not fail com-
municating it to the world, for the good of pofterity. In
the mean time, I fhall think myf(elf obliged to any inge-
nious perfon who fhall fend me his thoughts upon this
fubject, and help me to afcertain the due weight of every
individual, as well asa true method of coming at it.

VI.
COMMON SENSE.
SaTurRDAY, February 26, 1737. N9y,

TH E Romans ufed to fay, ex pede Herculem, or, you
may know Hercules by his foor, intimating, that one
may commonly judge of the whole by a part. I confefs,
Iam myfelf very apt to judgein this manner, and may,
without pretending to an uncommon fhare of fagacity,
fay, that I have very feldom found myfelf miftaken in it.
It is impoffible not to form to one’s felf fome opinion of
people the firft time one fees them, from their air and
drefs ; and a fuit of cloaths has often informed me, with
the utmoft certainty, that the wearer had not commorn
fenfe. The Greeks (to difplay my learning) faid «uarios
arig, or, the drefs thews the man ; and it is certain, that
of all trifling things, there is none by which people {o
much difcover their natural turn of mind, as by their
drefs. In greater matters they proceed more cautioufly,
nature is difguifed, and weakneffes are concealed by art
or imitation ; but in drefs they give a loofe to their faney.
and by declaring it an immateria| thing, though at the

fame time they do not think it {o, promife them{elves at
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leaft impunity, in their greateft oddnefles, and wildeft
excefles. 1 fhall therefore, in this paper, confider the
fubject of drefs, by certain plain rules of common fenfe,
which I fhall {irictly charge and require all perfons to ob-
ferve.

As drefs is more immediately the province, niot to fay
the pleafure, not to fay the care, not to fay the whole
ftudy, of the fair fex, I make my firflt application to
ﬂlem and I humbly bu,o their mdu}omcc if the rules I
thall lay down fhould prove a little contrary to thofe they
have hitherto practifed. There is a proper drefs for
every rank, age and figure, which thofe who deviate
from, are Guﬂty of pett} -treafon againft common fenfe ;
to prevmt which crime for the f‘ltlllc I have fome
thoughts of difpoling, in proper parts of the town, a
certain number of babies in the i’catumbxe drefs, for each
rank, age, and figure, which, like the 25th of Edward
11, fhall reduce that matter to a plcuﬁon

Drefs, to be fenfible, muft be properly adapted to the
perfon, as in writing, the ftyle muft be fuited to the {ub-
}ecf‘t which image may not unaptly be carried on through

the feveral branches of it. I am far from ob; jecting to the
magnificence of apparel, inthofe whofe rank and fortune
_}Uﬁlf} and allow it ; on the contrary, it 1s a ufeful piece
of luxury, by which the poor and the induftrious are en-
abled to live, at the expence of therichand the idle. 1
would no more have a woman of quality drefled in dog-
grel, than a farmer’s wife in heroics. Butl hereby notify
to the proh.lft, wives of induftrious tradefmen and honeit
3eomen that all they get by drefling above themf{elves,
is the envy and hatred of their inferiors-and their equals,
with the contempt and ridicule of their fupeyiors.

To thofe of the fift rank in birth and beauty, T re-
commend a noble fimplicity of drefs ; the fubﬁé‘c fup-
ports itfelf, and wants none of the borrowed helps of ex-
ternal ornaments. Beautiful nature may be disfigured,
but cannot be improved, byart ; and as I look upon 2
very handfome woman to be the fineft fubjet m nature,
her drefs ought to be epic, modeft, nable, and enllrely
free from the modern tinfel. 1 therefore prohibit all con-
cetrt, and luxuriances of fancy, which only depreciate fo
=10bie a fubject ; and I muft do the handfomeft women I
know, the _|uﬁ1u: to fay, that they keep the cleareft from

thefe
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thefe extravagances. Delia’s good fenfe appearseven in
her drefs, which fhe neither ftudies nor neglects; but, by
a decent and modeft conformity to the fathion, equally
fhuns the triumphant pageantry of an over-bearing beau-
' ty, ortheinfolent negligence of a confcious one.

~ As for thofe of an'inferior rank of beauty, fuch as
are only pretty women, and whofe charms refult rather
from a certain air and je e fais guor in their whole com=-
pofition, than frem any dignity of figure, or {ymmetry
of features, I allow them greater licences in their own
ornaments, becaule their {ubject not being of the fub-
limeft kind, may receive fome advantages from the ele-
gancy of ftyle, and the variety of images. I therefore,
permit them to drefs up to all the flights and fancies of
the fonnet, the madrigal, and fuch like minor compofiti-
ons. Flavia may ferve for 2 model of this kind ; heror-
naments are her amufement, not her care ; though fhe
fhines in all the gay and glittering images of drefs, the
prettinefs of the {fubject warrants all the wantonnefs of the
fancy. And if fhe owes them a luftre, which it may be,
fhe would not have without them, fhe returns them
graces they could find no where elfe,

There 1sa third fort, who, with a perfe&t neutrality of
face, are neither handfome nor ugly, and who have no-
thing to recommend them, but a certain fmart and gen-
teel turn of little figure, quick and lively. Thefe I can-
not indulge in a higher ftyle than the epigram, which
fhould be neat, clever, and unadorned, the whole to
lie in the fting; and where that lies, is unneceflary to
mention.

Having thus gone through the important article of
drefs, with relation to the three claffes of my country-
women, who alone can be permitted to drefs at all, viz.
the handfome, the pretty, and the genteel, I muft add,
that this privilege is limited by common fenfe to a cer-
tamn number of years, beyond which no woman can be
any one- of the three. I therefore require, that, when
turned of thirty, they abate of the vigor of their drefs :
and that, when turned of forty, they utterly lay afide all
thoughtsof it. And asan inducement to them fo to do,
I do moft folemnly affure them, that they may make
- themfelves ridiculous, but never defirable by it. When

they are once arrived at the latitude of forty, the propi-
voL, I, D ' tious
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tious gales are over ; let them gain the firft port, and |
afide their rigging.

I come now to a melancholy fubjet, and upon which
the freedom of my advice, | fear, will not be kindly
taken ; but as the caufe of common fenfe is moft highly
concerned in it, I fhall proceed without regard to the
confequences, I mean the ugly, and, I am forry to fay
it, {o numerousa part of my countrywomen, I muft, for
their own fakes, treat them with fome rigor, to fave them
not only from the public ridicule, but indignation. T heir
drefs muft not rife above plain humble profe ; and any
attempts beyond it, amount at beft to the mock-heroic,
and excite laughter. An ugly woman fhould by all
means avoid any ornament, that may draw eyes upon
her, which fhe will entertain {o ill. But if the endea-
vours, by dint of drefs, to cram her deformity down
mankind, the infolence of the undertaking is refented ;
and when a Gorgon curls her fnakes to charm the town,
fhe would have no reafon to complain if fhe loft head and
all, by the hand of fome avenging Perfeus. Ugly wo-
men, who may more properly be called a third fex;, than
a part of the fair one, thould publicly renounce  all
thoughts of their perfons, and turn their minds another
way ; they fhould endeavour to be honeft, good-humour-
ed gentlemen, they may amufe themfelves with field
fports, and a chearful glafs, and, if they ecould get into
-patliament, Ifhould, for my own part, have no objeéti-
on to it. Should I be afked how a woman fhall know
fheisugly, and take her meafures accordingly ; I anfwer,
that, in order to judge right, the muft not believe her
eyes, but her ears, and if they have not heard VEry warm
addrefles and applications, fhe may depend upon it, it
was the deformity, and not the feverity, of her counte-
nance, that prevented them.

There is another fort of ladies, whofe daily infults up-
on common fenfe call for the ftrongeft cor'reé’tion, and
who may moft properly be ftyled old offenders. 'Thefe
are the {exagenary fair ones, and upwards, who, whether
they were handfome or not in the laft century, ought at
leaft in this to reduce themfelves to a decency and gravity
of drefs fuited to their years. Thefe offenders are exceed-
ingly numerous : witnefsall the public places, where they
exhibit whatever art and drefs can do, to make them

¥
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compleatly ridiculous. I have often obferved feptua-
genary great-grandmothers adorned, as they thought,
with all the colours of the rainbow, while in reality they
looked more like the decayed worms in the midft of
their own filks. Nay, I have feen them proudly dif=
play withered necks, fhriveled and decayed like their
marriage-fettlements, and which no hand, but the cold
hand of time, had vifited thefe forty years. Theutmoft
indulgence I can allow here, is extreme cleanlinefs, that
they may not offend more fenles than the fight ; but for
the drefs, it muft be confined to the elegy and the #7ifbus.

What has been faid with relation to the fair fex, holds
true with relation to the other, only with ftill greater re-
{trictions, as fuch irregularities are Jefs pardonable in men
than in ladies. A reafonable compliance with the fafhion
s no difparagement to the beft underftanding, and an
affected fingularity would ; but an excefs, beyond what
age, rank, and character will juftify, is one of the worit
figns the body can hang out, and will never tempt peo-
ple tocallin. Ifee with indulgence the youth of our na-
tion finely bound, and gilt on the back, and wifth they
were lettered into the bargain. 1 forgive them the unna-
tural fcantinefs of their wigs, and the immoderate dimen-
fions of their bags, in confideration that the fathion has
prevailed, and that the oppofition of a few to it would be
the greater affeCtation of the two, Though, by the way,
I very much doubt whether they are all of them gainers by
fhewing their ears ; for it is faid that Midas, after a cer-
tain accident, was the judicious inventer of long wigs.
But then thefe luxuriancies of fancy muft fubfide, when
age and rankc all upon judgment tocheck its excrefcences
and irregularities. -

I cannot conclude this paper; without an animadverfi-
on upon one prevailing folly, of which both fexes are
€qually guilty, and which is attended with real ill confe-
quences to the nation ; I mean that rage of foreign foppe-
ties, by which {o confiderable 2 fum of ready money is
annually exported out of the kingdom, for things which
ought not to be fuffered to be imported even gratis. In
order therefore to prevent, as far as I am able, this ab-
furd and mifchievous practice, I hereby fignify, that T will
fhew a greater indulgence than ordinary to thofe, who
only expofe themfelves in the manufactures of their own

D2 country ;
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country ; and that they fhall enjoy a connivance, in the
natute of a drawback, to thofe excefles, which other-
wife 1 thall not tolerate.

I muft add, that if it be {o genteel to copy the French,
even intheir weakneffes, I thould humbly hope it might
be thought ftill more fo, toimitate them where they real-
ly deferve imitation, which is, in preferring every thing
of their own to every thing of other people’s. A French-
man, who happened to be in England, at the time of the
laft total eclipfe of the fun, affured the people, whom he
faw looking at it with attention, that it was not to be
compared to a French eclipfe: would fome of our fine
women emulate that {pirit, and affert, asthey might do
with much more truth, that the foreign manufactures are
not to be compared to the Englith, fuch a declaration
would be worth two or three hundred thoufand pounds a
year to the kingdom, and operate more effectually than
all the laws made for that purpofe. "FThe Roman ladies
got the Oppian law, which reftrained their drefs, repeal-
ed, in fpite of the unwearied oppofition of the elder Ca-
to. I exhort the Britith ladies to “exert their power to
better purpofes, and to revive, by their credit, the trade
and manufadures of their own country, in fpite of the
fupine negligence of thofe, whofe more immediate care
it ought to be to cultivate and promote them,

-

VIL
COMMON SENSE.
SaTurRDAY, April 30, 1737, N°-12.

TH O S E, who attack the fundamental laws of vir-
tue and morahity, urge the uncertainty of them, and al-
ledge their variations in different countries, and even in
different ages in the fame countries. Morality, fay they,
is local, and confequently an imaginary thing, fince what
1s rejected in one chmate as a vice, is practifed in ano-
ther as a virtue ; and according to them, the voice of na-
ture {peaks as many different languages as there
are nations in the world.

The
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‘The dangers and ill confequences of this doétrine are
obvicus, but {urely the falfity of it is not lefs fo ; and the
moft charitable opinion one can entertain of thofe who
propagate it, is, that they miftake fafhion and cuftom,
for nature and reafon. ‘The invariable laws of juftice and
morality are the firft and univerfal emanations of human
reafon, while unprejudiced and uncorrupted ; and we
may as well fay, that ficknefs is the natural flate of the
body, as that injuftice and immorality are the natural
fituation of the mind. We contract moft of the diftern-
persof the one, by the irregularity of our appetites, and
of the other, by yielding to the impetuofity of our pafli-
ons; but in both cafes, reafon, when confulted, fpeaks
a different language.

I admit, that the - prevailing cuftoms and fathions of
moft countries are not founded upon reafon, and, on the
contrary, are too frequently repugnant to it ; but then
the reafonable people of thofe countries condemn and ab-
hor, though, it may be, they too wittingly comply with,
or, at leaft, have not courage enough openly to oppofe,
them,

The people of rank and diftin¢tion, in every country,
are properly called the people of fathion; becaufe, in
truth, they fettle the fathion.  Infteadof fubjecting them-
felves to the laws, they take meafure of their own appe-
titesand paflions, and then make laws to it them ; which
taws, though neither founded n juftice, nor enacted by
a legal authority, ‘too often prevall over, and infult, both
Juftice and authority. Thisis fathion.

. Inthis light, I have often confidered the word Bomor
m its fafhionable acceptation in this country, and muft
confefs, that, were that the unijverfal meaning of it
throughout this Kingdom, it would very much confirm the
doctrine I endeavour to confute ; and would be fo con-
trary to that honor, which reafon, Juftice, and common
tenfe point out, that I fhould not wonder, if it inclined
people to call in queftion the very exiftence of honor itfelf,

The chara&er of a man of honor, as received in the
bea monde, is fomething {0 very fingular, that it deferves
a particular examination ; and, though eafier obferved
than defcribed, 1 'fhall endeavour to give my readers a
defeription of it, illuftrated with fome original - pieces,
which have luckily fallen into my hands,

A man
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A man of honor is one, who peremptorily affirms him-
felf to be fo, and who will cut any body’s throat that
queftions it, though upon the beft grounds. He is infi-
nitely-above the reftraints, which the laws of God or man
lay upon vulgar minds, zmd knows no other tyes but
thofe of honor ; of whi ch w ord, he isto be the fole ex-
pounder. He muft {trictly adhere to a party denominati-
on, though he may be 111[6“1}' regardlefs of its principles.
His expence fhould exceed his income confiderably, not
for the neceflaries, but for the fuperfluities of life, that
the debts he contra¢ts may dohim honor. There thould
be a haughtinefs and infolence in his deportment, which
is fuppoled to refult from confcious honor. If he be
choleric, and wrong-headed into the bargain, with.a good
deal of -animal courage, he acquires the glorious charac-
ter of a man of nice and jealous honor: and if all thefe
qualifications are duly feafoned with the genteeleft vices,

o
the man of honor is Lompit.at , any thing his wife, ¢ hil-

o
dred, fervants, or tradefmen, may think to the CQT]U&I'\
nmmthftanqu

Belville is allowed to be a man of the moft confum-
mate honor, that this or any age ever produced. The
men are proud of his acquaintance, and the women of
his protection ; his party gtoues in being countenanced
by him, and his honor is frequently auoted as a fanétion
for their conduct. But fome orlglml letters, which I
thall give my readers, will let them momm’lmgtei) into
the pmtlcuhrs of {o ﬂlmmtr a character, than mere de-
{cription would do.

He had run outa confiderable fortune by a life of pl
fure, particularly by gaming, and, being delluatcly
fcrupulo 15 11 pomts of honor he wrote the following
letter to his attorney, after an 111 run at play ;

N LR

e I H A D a damned tumble laft mrrht at hazard, and
“ muft raife a thoufand within a wee get it me upon
¢“ any terms, for I would rather fuffer the greateft incum-
¢ brance upon my fortune, than the leaft blemifh upon
‘“ my honor.  As for thofe clamorous rafcals the tradef-
¢ men,infift upon my privilege,and keep them off as long

s as
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as poflible ; we may chance to ruin fome of them, be-
fore they can bring us to trial.

“ Yours, &c.

e R EL YL LR

* To Mr. Tho. Goofetree, attorney,

“ in Furnival’s Inn.”

But, left the endeavours of Mr. Goofetree fhould prove
effectual, Belville, from the fame principle of honort,

refolved, at all events, to fecure that fum collaterally,
and therefore wrote the following letter to the firft minifter:

€<
i
E 14
¢

(4 4

pie B B U

I W AS applied to yefterday In your name by *¥%
to vote for the point, which isto come into our houfe
to-morrow ; but, as it was extremely contrary to my
opmion and principles, I gave him no explicit an{wer,
but took fome time to confider of it. I have there-
fore _the honor new to acquaint you, that I am de-
termined to give my concurrence to this affair;
but muft defire, at the fame time, that you will im-
mediately fend #*#¥ to me, with the fifteen hundred
pounds he offered me yefterday, and for which I have
a prefling occafion this morning, ~ I am perfuaded you
know me too well to fcruple this payment before-
hand, and that you will not be the firft perfon, that
ever queftioned the honor of, : |

$-S 1R,
** Your moit faithful humble fervant,*

“BELVILLE.

I find another letter of the fame date, to a lady, who

appears to be wife of his moft intimate friend :

L 14 MY
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“My DEear,

s I H AV E juft now received yours, and am very
¢¢ {orry for the uneafinefs your hufband’s behaviour has
¢¢ given youof late ; though I cannot be of your opinion,
¢¢ that he fufpects our connexion. We have been bred up
¢¢ together from children, and have lived in the ftricteft
¢¢ friendfhip ever fince; fo that Idare fay he would as foon
¢ {ufpect me of adefign to murder, as wrong him this
“ way. And you know it is to that confidence and fe-
¢ curity of his, that I owe the happinefs that I enjoy,
“ However, in all events, be convinced that vouarein
< the hands of a 'man of honor, who will not {uffer you
¢ to be ill ufed ; and fhould my friend proceed to any
““ difagreeable extremities with you, depend upon it, I
¢ will cut the cuckold’s throat for him.

"~

“ Yours moft tenderly.”
The fourth and laft letter is to a friend, who had, pro-
bably, as high notions of honor as himfelf, by the nature

of the'affair, in which he requires hisafliftance :

“Dear CHARLES,

L2

¢ PRYTI—IEE come to me immediately, to ferve me
““‘in _an affair of Honor. © You muft know, I told a damn-
¢ -ed lye laft mightin a mixed company, and a formalodd
““ dog, m a manner, infinuated ‘that I did fo : upon
¢ which, I whifpered him to be in Hyde Park this morn-
“ ing, and to bring a friend with him, if he had fuch a
“ thing in the world. The booby was hardly worth my
refentment ; but you know my delicacy, where honor
¢ is concerned,

¢“ Yours,

L 2 R o o R B

It appears from thefe-authentic pieces, that Mr. Bel-
ville, filled with the nobleft fentiments of honor, paid all
debts ‘but his jult ones; kept his word fcrupuloufly in

the
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the flagitious fale of his confcience to a minifter ; was
ready to protect, at the expence of his friend’s life, his
friend’s wife, whom, by the opportunities that friendthip
had given him, he had corrupted ; and punithed truth
with death, when it intimated, however juftly, the want
of it in himfelf,

This perfon of refined honor, confcious of his own
merit and virtue, is a moft unmerciful cenfor of the lefler
vices and failings of others; and lavifhly beftows the
epithets of fcoundrel and rafcal upon all thofe, who, in
a fubordinate rank of life, feem to afpire to any genteel
degree of immorality. An awkward country gentleman,
who fells his filent vote cheap, is with him a {ad dog.,
The induftrious tradefmen are a pack of cheating rafcals,
who fhould be better regulated, and not {uffered to impofe
upon people of condition ; and fervants are a parcel of
idle fcoundrels, that ought to be ufed ill, and not paid
their wages, in order to check their infolence,

Itis not to be imagined how pernicious the example of
fuch a creature is to fociety ; he is admired, and confe-
quently imitated : he not only immediately corrupts. his
own_ circle of acquaintance, but the contagion {preads
itlelf to infinity, as circles in water produce one another,
though gradually lefs marked out, in proportion as they
are remoter from the caufe of the firft,

To fuch practice and fuch examples in higher life,
may juftly be imputed the general corruption and im-
morality, which prevail through this kingdom. But,
when fuch is the force of fathion, and when the examples
of people of the firft rank in a country are {o prevalent
as to dignify vice and immorality, in ipite of all laws di-
vine and human, how popular might they make virtue,
if they would exert their power inits caufe ? and how muft
they, in their cooler moments, reproach themfelves, when
they come to reflect, that, by their fatal examples, they

have bcgg_ared, corrupted, and, it may be, enflaved, a
whole nation ?
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VIII,

COMMON SENSE,

SaTurpay, May 14, 1739, N° 16.

I HAVE lately read with great pleafure father Du
Halde’s account of China, where I have found feveral
rules of morality and good government, which the po-
liteft nations in Europe might adopt with honor, and
practife with advantage. Mm} of them are conv e}-ed,
according to the oriental cuftom, in allegories and fables,
fo that they ftrike one more fenfibly, and imprint them-
{elves deeper in the memory, by their connexion with
fome familiar image. Ammg others, I obferved this
remarkable one, which I fhall now give my readers.

Hoen Kong aflced his minifter Koan Tchong, “ What
¢ was the moft to be feared in a goy ernment "' Koan
Tchong anfwered, *‘ In my mind, ﬁr nothing is more
““ to be dreaded than what they caﬂ the ral # the ﬁfze*zfe 2
Hoen Kong not underftanding the allegory, Koan Te hong
explained it to him, * You know, fir, faid he, that it
¢* 15 2 common practice to erect ftatues to the genius of
¢ the place; thefe flatues are of wood, hollow within,
¢¢ and painted without. If a rat gets into one of them,
“ one does not know how to get Tim out : one does not
“ care tc make ufe of fire, “for fear of burning the
““ wood ; onecannot dip it in water, for fear of wafhing
“ off the colours ; fo that the regmd one has for the {ta-
¢ ‘tue, faves the rat that has got into it. Such, fir, are
“ 1n every government thofe, who, without virtue or te-
“ rity bave gamﬂd the favour Qf their prince > they ruin every
# z)bz;zg ; one Jees ity one laments at, but does not know bow 1a
¢ remedyit.

Iapprove of the moral of the ftory, and am very much
of Koan Tchong’s mind, that no‘rimw is to be dreaded
more in a government, that this rat in the ftatue; but
how he came to be of that mind himfelf, I cannot eaﬁly
comprehend, for our author fays he was a minifter, and

con{equently
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confequently of the rat kind, But as he does not indeed
fay, that he was the firft, or fole minifter, I am inclined to
think that he was only one of thofe, who have the name
and falary of minifters, without any of the power, and
who are often glad to give a flap by the bye, to the firft
minifter, though they have not courage enough openly to
attack him.

After this fhort remark, [ return to the allegory itfelf,
which I cannot {ay is {o apt as I expected, from a people
fo much verfed in that manner of inftruction. The pa-
rallel drawn between the emperor, and a wooden {tatue
is fo difrefpectful and uncourtly, that I could have withed
our author had informed us, haw his Chinefe majefty
had relithed the fimilitude, that is, in cafe he took all
the force of it; for in reality, it was making no difference
between an anointed head and a wooden one. A rat may
very well eat his way into a ftatue unfeen, unfelt, and
unfmelt : but can a minifter, efpecially fuch a one as is
here defcribed, without virtue or merit, nibble himfelf
into a prince’s favour, and the prince not fmell a rat ? It
is impofiible ; and the bare fuppofition of it was highly in-
Jurious to his royal wifdom and penetration. I will admit,
m favour of Koan Tchong, that the eaftern monarchs
have not that degree of fagacity, which fo eminently
diftinguithes and adorns the European ones, and I will al-
low, that they are more likely to be furprized and im-
pofed upon by the artifices of a defigning minifier; their
indolent and retired way of life, foaking in the arms of
their imperial conforts, or wantoning in the embraces of
their concubines, not giving them the fame opportunity
of feeing, or being informed. But ftill, when this ge-
neral rule is univerfally feen and lamented, as Koan
"T'chong exprefles it, the unanimous voice, the juft com-
plaints, the groans, and the defolation, of a ruined and
opprefled people, muft reach, muft affe¢t, and muft
rouze his majefty, if he be but ever {o little above a fta-
tue. If not, if fuch an umpoflibility could be fup-
pofed, I muft then confefs, that the allegory of the
painted wood is fo far juft, as that the king’s head would
properly be but the fign of government.

The conclufion Koan Tchong draws from this alle-
gory 1s no lefs falfe and abfurd ; for, fays he, when the
ratis got into the ftatue, one does not know how to get

him
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him out. One does not dare to make ufe of fire, for
fear of burning the wood, one cannot dip it in water for
fear of wafhing off the colours: fo that the regard one
has for the ftatue, faves the rat that is got into it. This
tender regard for the ftatue would, with all fubmiffion
to Koan T'ch ong, in my ()}'iIliO’! much better have be-
come an Hibernian courtier than a Lhmct{, one; for it is
faying in very good Irifh, that the ftatue, from ihb regard
one has fol it? {hall be L~r1L11L|‘-. dev Ol'rLd for fear (}f be-
ing a little damaged or defaced. W hereas T fhould ra-
ther think, that the beft way of fhewing that regard for
the ftatue would be, by faving as much as ever one could
of it from the further (hfl]l[,"iiltl(]l'l.; of the rat; even
though it were to coft a limb or two, as is ﬂeqnentty
pmwlt‘d upon human bodies. But to do Koan Tchong
juftice, I do not impute hisreafoning to want of parts; 1
1atu<.;r 111:m<_ it was a piece of mm!_i‘(uml logic, which has
been ufed in other countries befides China. -~ Here the mi-
nifter breaks out, and the minifter too, who feems to
have no opm}on of the ciliwwuu'hmo fuculty of his runce
when he tries {uch a piece of fopl nf'm upon him, which,
Idarrc fay, he would not have ventured in ¢ Ny o*r*u Com—
any. For he fo clofely conneéts the rat and the ftatue
cmd con{ equentl_\ the king and the minifter, that, in of-
fect, he makes't them but one fleth, and one would think
they grew together like the two Hun garian girls *; by this
way of reafoning, whoever attacked this all- dwc”’“?nﬁ
rat, alias minifter, was anenemy to the ftatue, alizs king ;
md vice verfa, thofe that were friends to rat md min; ﬂu
were friends to ftatue and king.

"This indifloluble union, \-’vould, I own, be moft ex-
céllent doétrine for 2 minifter to inculcate, could ‘he find
erther king or nation weak enough to believe it: but I
Can never Jﬂ"ﬂgme that any thing fo abfurd could be re-
ceived by the (_,hmefu,, who'are a wife and fenfible peo-
ple : atleaft, it could not extend itfelf beyond the walls
of the palace.

Let us now confider the allegory literally. Thefe fa-
cred, painted, tawdry im:zr“ﬁ‘qj are erected to the genii
of the place; they are the productions of fﬂpﬂ{titmﬂ,

: and,

¥

Two Hungarian girls, that were fhewn fome years ago as a fine
ght, znd were {- m;nca. together by the rump.
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and, probably, the creatures of the ‘bonzes, who dub
them {acred, and exhibit them as reprelentations, woode;
ones, alas! of the divinity. Sacrilegious Tats: eat their
way into them, and endanger their wooden exiffence.
Whatis to be done ? Why truly they are to devour
impunity, for fear the ftatue fhould recejve fmi‘:{: i";‘n-_;-.j1
damage in the refcue; as if there were not a thoufand
ways of coming at the rat, with little or no danger to
the ftatue, For inftance, fhaking it foundly might pro-
bably make the dwelling of the rat fo uneafy, that he
might be willing to quit it, for fear of iomething worfe
afterwards.

‘There is another obvious expedient that occurs, which
is that of fending a cat up after him : but to this, I ewn,
I have fome objection myfelf, becaufe; though the cat
would kill the rat, he would poffibly remain in his place,
and be as unwilling to quitit. Butis it poffible that the
ufeful art of rat-catching fhould be unknown to fo
ingenious a people as the Chinefe ? If itis, I would ad-
vife our Eaft-India company to fend them a rat-catcher
or two next voyage, for whom they might expect as con-
fiderable returns, and advantages, as Whittington is re-
ported to have made by his cat. Though, Tam very for-
ry to fay it, the noble art and myftery of rat-catching
has greatly declined even here of late; and I fhould ba
ot a lofs how to find an honeft and fkilful artift to
recommend to them.

But can one fuppofe, that the religion and piety of the
bonzes would fuffer them to rema

am indifferent fpectators
of fuch facrilegious outrages ; and that they, who can dif-

lodge a devil, cannot get outa rat? Unlels one has litte
charity enough to believe, that the bonzes, by a fort of
communication, are not unwilling to let the rats take
fanctuary in their ftatues, to be rid of them themfelves,
and fo, by an interefted and Impious connivance, give
up their gods to fave their bacon.

0 come mow to the allegorical fenfe, which Koan
Tchong had fuch a mind to eftablith. A minifter with-
out virtue or merit gains the favour of his prince : he
ruins every thing; one fees it, one laments it, but one
does not know how to remedy it. ‘To me the remedy
feems very eafy and obvious ; take the minifter away
from him, and prevent the ruin that threatened both him

arll

-
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and his country. I do not doubt, indeed, but the mi-
nifter would, during the operation , cry out, like Koan
Tchong ; you attack the king, you deface the king,
you wound the king through my fides, and would plead
the king, as women do their bellies to refpite execution :
but, furely, upon examination, a degree of {agacity, much
inferior to that of matrons, would be fufficient to bring
him in not quick with king, but a diftint and feparate
body, eafily removed, without the leaft danger to the fo-
vereign.

Having fully difcuffed this allegory, I fhall conclude
with adopting one part of it, which is, that nothing is fo
much to be dreaded in a government, as a minifter without
virtue or merit, who gains the favour of his prince ; but
with entirely rejecting the latter part, that one fees and
laments it, but, out of regard to the prince, one does not
know how to remedy it: fince that very regard for the
prince fhould excite one to endeavour it, and common
fenfe points out the means of doing it, if there be but
common honelfty enough to put them in practice.

IX ¥,
COMMON SENSE.

SATURDAY, June 4, 1737. N° 19

To the Author of CoMmMon SENSE.

Vocem Comerdia tollit. Hor.

Comedy lifts her voice.

S TR,

AS the caufe of common fenfe and the ftage are joint-
ly concerned, fome obfervations on the bill depending
at prefent for the regulation of the latter cannot be
thought improper for your paper ; efpecially fince I be-
lieve

* The a&t for licenfing the theatres was attacked with great firength of
reafoning by our nobleman in his famous {peech on that fubject, and with
great humour and delicacy in this effay. But notwithftanding his efforts,

the bill was carried through both houfes with an amazing rapidity, and re-

ceived the royal affens the 218t of June 1737.
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lieve it will appear by them to be ineffectual to the end
propofed, and injurious to the poet, the player, and the
public. _ ST 1

The end, propofed by this bill, is the regulation of
theatrical entertainments, which, from their excefs, fill
both town and country with idlenefs and debauchery ;
and, from being under no reftraint, exhibit to the public,
encomiums on vice, and laugh away the {ober principles
of modefty and virtue.

A defign of this kind is certainly worthy the care of
the legiflature ; fince every one, who thinks in the Juit
mean between libertini{fm and feverity, muft be convinc-
ed that a well-governed ftage is an ornament to the fo-
ciety, an encouragement to wit and learning, and a fchool
of virtue and good manners; while a licentious one is the
parent of loofe defires, a nurfery of vice, effeminacy,
and irreligion.

But let us examine the prefent bill by the end propofed—

Will it tend to a regulation by decreafing the number 2

I think it is plain, that it will have the contrary effect ;
fince, while a difcretionary power of licenfing them re-
mains in any one perfon whatfoever, a way is left open
for AppLICATION, which, it cannot be thought, will be
always unfuccefsful. And I fee no reafon why it is not
as well worth the charge of a miniftry to fend companies
of ftrollers round to the corporations, to entertain them
Fratis with political plays before an election, asit has been
to circulate political news-papers upon the like ocea-
fion. For it may very well be prefumed, that Caleh*
hanged in effigy, “and dropping limb from limb like Har-
lequin, will conduce as much 1o render him unpopular in
a country audience, as the wit and fatire of a Gazetteer :

And no one can deubt, but that common fenfe will be

expofed upon fuch ftages, and ridiculed, for the diver-
fion of a mayor and aldermen, with great fuccefs. Nor
can this conjecture of mine be thought improbable, from
any difficulty to fupply fuch a number of inferior play-

houfes
* The Craftfman.

T The Daily Gazetteer was a title given very properly to certain papers,
each of which lafted but a day. Into this, as a common fink, was re-
cewved all the trath, which had been before difperfed in feveral journals,
and circulated at the public expence of the naticn. The authors were
the fame obfeure men - though fometimes reliaved by occafional effays
from ftatefmen, courtiers, bifhops, deans, and dottors. The meaner fort
were rewarded with money ; others with places or benefices, from an
hundred to a thoufand pounds a year, Sce the Dunciad, Book II,
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houfes with actors and poetry, fince, in the prefent {tate
of trade, the excife-officers may, at their leifure hours,
fupply the firft, and the feveral ingenious authors of the
Gazetteer’s club*, for the other. The miraculous fir
A. B. muft have an excellent head for a political panto-
mime, and Mrs. Ofborne herfelf can condefcend to be
waggifh for the fervice of the government.

"This {cheme, in time, muft affect the freedom of elec-
tion, fince a pmi’e—proud court candidate might eafily
draw into his intereft the governing part of moft corpo-
rations, I mean, the women, by [hrs terrible menace,
¢ De—mn me, madam if you do not make Mr. mayor
¢ return me, you fhall have no more plays, by G—d.”

As it is plain therefore ‘that this {cheme muft increafe
the number, will it produce any good effect by any re-
ftraint, that “will probably be laid on the pieces per formed ?

The anfwer that will be given to this queition is, that
they muft all undergo my lord chamberlain’s mfpr_chon?
Is then every lord chamberlain a wit and a critic, juft as
every merry Andrew is a phyfician, by his office ? or is
it reafonable to fuppofe that one man can perufe all the
dramatic poetry that is produced in this fcribbling king-
dom of Great Britain ; or even in that fmall retreat of the
Mufes, where moft of thefe picces are generated, and
from whence, for the future, we muft expect a fupply ?
As this is in its nature impoflible, my lord will probably
delegate this authority to fome of "his domeftics, the
chaplam for tragedy ; the cook, or the porter, may ex-
ecute the office of comcd} mipcchn. And when that is
the cafe, befides the abufe of juftice, which is always
feen m inferior jurifdictions, nobody can fuppofe thefle
delegates can have equal tafte in the politer ftudies, or
be as good judges of wit and morality, as my lord him-
{elf ; nor will they be inclined to men of merit in the
profeflion of poetry, who are fo little verfed in the proper
methods of making court to their fuperiors.

Befides, if the “fcheme abr)\«e mentioned 1s put into
execution, wit and fatire will be poftponed for party
refleCtion and abufe. The comic glafs, inftead of cvpo-

{ing

* Of'thefe, Ofborne and Arnall, mentioned above, p. 2, and p. $» Ap-
pear to have been the moft refpectable perfonages.
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fing the vice and folly, will be made a corrupt ufe of, to
magnify the features of fome honeft country fquire in
the oppofition, into a papift or a faracen, to the affright
of himfelf and his neighbours; while the curiofity of the
vulgar, and the opportunities of indulging it at thefe en-
tertainments, will {till continue, and have the fame ten-
dency to produce idlenefsand luxury as they have at pre-
{fent ; though i1t may be prefumed that the tafte for thefe
entertainments will, by this method, gradually decay.

I think I have, by thefe few obfervations above, de-
monftrated that this bill cannot have its defired effect, I
fhall now endeavour to prove that it will be injurious to
the poet, the player, and the public in general.

It is very well known how difficult it is at prefent for
merit, without intereft, to bring any play upon the ftage :
and will the pride and felf-conceit of the manager be
abated by this regulation? or can a poet’s temper be
brought to fubmit to ftrike out whatever offends fo
many critics, as will have a judicial authority to blot, by
virtue of this act? The neceflitous indeed will, perhaps,
with reluttance, comply: but what can be expected
from that band, who prefer {olid pudding to empty praife ?
Can it be thought that a man, who has fenfe and learning
enough to write a play fit for the flage, and who has
ftood the judgment of a play-houfe monarch and his
privy-council of eritics, will be induced to cringe to a
chaplain, a porter, a cook, or a {ecretary ?

If I might prefume to {peak my judgment, formed on
experience, I fcarce believe he would {ubmit to my lord
himfelf,

Here then is a manifeft difcouragement to that fpecies
of learning which inftruéts youth, and delights in age ;
which is an ornament to the man of fortune, a comfort
and {upport of neceffity ; which entertains in the clofet,
and diverts abroad ; fhortens the journey of the traveller,
and is a chearful companion in folitude and exile*.

As this is a difcouragement to poetry, fo it lays fuch
a reftraint on the acor, and fo fubjects him to the arbi-
trary will of an infolent patentee, \that few, I believe,
will think it worth their while to leave the law, the counter,
or Ireland itfelf, to get a poor tawdry fubfiftence on the
{tage. '

Vo, II. E If

* Cicero, Orat. pro Arthia Poéta.
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If dramatic poefy 1s, under proper regulations, a be-
nefit, the difcouragcmca;m of it in general, which, from
what has been obferved above, will be QM.J d b‘y— this
ac, muft be injurious to the public; and if this bill
jhr_n_\!fi pafsinto alaw, a W ILHC ley or (,rmf;r ve will ne-
ver rife again on the qu‘gb‘.h ftage : for there will be al-
ways fools enough to fill the licenfed play-houfes, that
dPl")] it in farce, noife, and thow; and while that is the
cafe, nom 1'mou will run the hazard of endeavour Ing to
reﬂuu the tafte of the vulgar, by complying with UL{L of
the learned,

Befides the lofs of the little wit fiill remaining among
us, I am afraid t‘wt the fwarm of infignificant mmtﬂ
who are now employ td in the fludy of this kind of p
try, will, upen the difadvantage thrs bill will lay them
under, defert this Orlly fertile fpot of Parnaflus,. and join
in an u1{unc5bm with the ditillers ¥, or tur ﬁom rob-
bing the dead to the plunder of the lninq, ‘

I need not here mention the mﬁ'nge*ncnt attempted by
thisact on the liberty of the prefs.

But if, not withftandi ing thefe few hafty objetions, the
wifdom of the l(‘mhtuc fhould think proper to pafs
this bill, I would bur leave to fubmit the two following
ameqdmultq to their confideration.

Firft, that the ftrolling companies, licenfed, be re-
firained to fome particular number, and not be permitted
to a¢t in any borough or corporation.

Secondly, fince wit and modelty, morality and reli-
Q-OI‘I cught chiefly to be regarded in thefe entertain-
ments, ‘that ever y thing deftrulive of either may be {ure
to be expunged : and hnre the fair fex have lately thewn
fo laudable a zeal for wit, that they may have a thare m
the adminiftration of it.

I propofe that the lord chamberlain’s power, given by
this a&, be tranferred to a committee of the m*nds of

honor

* The a&, for reftraining the fale of fpirituous liquors in fmall quanti-

ties, had faded of its effe¢t. The informers, who dared to give intelli-

gence againft offenders, were fo foughly treated by the populace, and fo
ill prote€ted by the minifiry, that the abtfe became intolerable. It was
{o manifeftly the intereft of. the diftillers to defeat the bill, that they were
ﬁlppofcd to have had a hand in thefe infurreétions; and the noble author
of this eﬂ'ay humoroufly ]unts, that writers of plays, bei ing now difap-
pointed, for want of propcr licences, in their retail of wit, would fuffer

themfelves to be employed by the compofers, retailers, or confumers of
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liquors, to join in thefe riots, and perhaps take to the road.
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honor and bifhops, who fhall a& in joint commiffion in
this important affair ; fince the firft are the beft judges of
wit and modefty, the latter of morality and religion, in
this kingdom. Yours,

A-Z,

X.
COMMON SENSE.

Saturpay, July16, 1737. N9 35,

IT is the complaint of moft men, who have lived any
time in the world, that the prefent age is much degene-
rated in its morals within the memory of man. I am
afraid this complaint is not altogether without foundation.
"That there has been a gradual decay of public fpirit for
fome years, cannot be denied; and which owes its ori-
ginal, if Iam not very much miftaken, to our party di-
vifions.

There is a particular maxim among parties, which
alone is fufficient to corrupt a whole nation ; which is, to
countenance and protect the moft infamous fellows, who
happen to herd amongft them. There is no man,, let his
private character be ever fo {candalous, that can be of
fome ufe to ferve a turn, but immediately grows to be a
man. of confequence with his party.

It is fomething fhocking to common fenfe, to fee the
man of honor and the knave, the man of parts and the
blockhead, put upon an equal foot ; which is often the
cafe amongft parties. In the ftruggles that happen about
clections, whenfome candidate of a fair charafter has
been {et up on one fide, how often have youfeen the moft
abandoned knave of the other party put up to oppofe
him, and both fupported with equal zeal! Parties will al-
ways find fomething or other, in the worft of men, to
reconcile them to the obnoxious parts of their charackers.
He that has fenfe enough to diftinguith right from wrong,
can make a noife ; nay, the lefs fenfe, the more obfti-
nacy, efpecially in a bad caufe, and the greater knave,
the more obedient to his leaders, efpecially when they
are playing the rogue. Thefe are the belt tools, and

E 2 fuch
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fuch are the qualities neceflary for putting in execution
the bad meafures, which the corrupt leaders of parties in-
tend to carry on, if they are uppermoit.

Party zeal changes the name of things ; black is white,
vice is virtue, a bribe in an office is called a perquifite,
and the moft ftudied and concerted fraud, that can enter
into the head of the moft thorough-paced knave, fhall be
voted a little negligence. In fine, party merit takes
away all blots and ftains out of the blackeft charaéters;
and he that deferves to be hanged, by all laws human and
divine, for his conduct in private life, may, at the fame
time, bean angel with his party.

Mendax, while he held an office in the ftate, is detected
in a little mean fraud, for Mendax was of a completion fo
delicate, and had fomething in his confcience {o {crupu-
loufly nice, that he fancied he wronged his family, if he
did not play the rogue whenever any thing was to be got
by it; but, however, Mendax, in a public capacity, has
been always true to the troop. The chiefs of the party
having met, to confider how to behave with refpect to
Mendax in this critical juntture, all the men of honor
amongft them were for giving him up, and even joined in
any punifhment that might be laid upon him, in order to
convince the world, that they would not proteét the man
that had wronged his country ; but a veteran, who was
grown old in all the iniquitous pratices of party, and who
had acquired authority by his experience, was quite of
another opinion. * Mendax,” fays he, * has always been
““ an active member of the caufe : and what have we to
do with his morals, or hishonor #* adding, “ The man
“ that 1s true to the troop muft always be fkreened, let
“ him be guilty of ‘what he will.”

Thus, by the deteftable politics of party, Mendax was
countenanced and careffed under the infamy of a moft
fcandalous fraud; and lived to do his country more mif-
chief, by the corruption which he afterwards fpread
through it, than a famine, a plague, or a war could have
dorte.

If we look back into the hiftory of a few years paft,
we fhall find that the immenfe eftates that have been made,
by the numerous fraudulent projeéts with which this vir-
tuous age has abounded, have been by perfons who pre-
tended to be zealous party men, and have gone great
lengths in party : nay, fome have been fo cunning as tt?

{hiit
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thift fides, and go over to the ftrongeft, juft before they
have refolved to ftrike fome bold ftroke, wifely fecuringa
good retreat before they enter upon action; fo that I
have often thought, that a ftrong party is the fame thing
to a cheat, that a {trong ifland in the Weft-Indies is to a
pirate, a place of fafety tolay up all he has ftolen.

As Thave intitled my paper, Common Senfe, the pub-
lic may depend upon it, that I thall not write the fenfe of
a party, becaufe common {enfe muft be free from all pre-
judice, and party fenfe is obferved to be rarely fo. I will
farther add, that I take common fenfe and common ho-
nefly to be {o near akin, that, whenever I {ee 2 man turn
knave, I fhall not ftick to pronounce him a fool, I have
the experience of the timesin which I have lived, to Juf-
tify me in this opinion. I never knew a man, that fet
out with good principles, and afterwards became a prof-
titute to men in power, but fome creature of a little, nar-
row, mean underftanding. A piece of ribbon, or a
word added to a name, fhall reconcile a fool to the moft
deftructive meafures, that the moft corrupt minifter or
minifters can enter upon ; but common {enfe has fome
modefty ; it has a fenfe of fhame, and cannot aét in di-
rect oppofition to truth and honor,

But I am farther of opinion, that, ifa writer thould at
this time expeét to make his way in the world, and to be-
come popular, by running violently into all the prejudices
of a party, he would meet with a reception from the
public, very different from what he expected, Party pre-

Judice is not the fame thing it was. The malignity of

the diftemper is worn out; and it muft be a {ingular
pleafure to a man who loves his country, to find that
thofe two odious diftinétions of Whig and Tory, with
which we formerly reproached one another, are ufed no
more, All men unplaced, and unpenfioned, talk and
think alike ; and we fee gentlemen, who were bred up
in_oppofite principles, and, though in other refpects men
of honor, had imbibed all the prejudices of their refpec-
tive parties, now meet and thake hands, and, upon com-
paring notes, wonder that they had ever differed: and what
makes it more extraordinary, is that all this fhould hap-
pen without being reproached, either by their country, or
their particular friends, of changing their principles;
which thews there is fomething in an honeft and an up-

right
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right conduct, that will carry it through the world, and
fupport it againft all the fuggeftions that calumny can in-
vent.

I will not fay, that it is profperity that has wrought this
great change. 1 am afraid this union of minds is not
owing to a univerfal content of the nation : the caufes of
it are too well known to need any explanation ; but, be
it asit will, it is certain that the cure of any grievances that
may fall upon us can come from nothing elfe but this uni-
on. ‘This is not only my opinion ; it is certainly the opi-
nion of thofe whofe fafety, next to the corruption of the
times, depends upon our divifions.

When a nation is divided againft itfelf, how great muft
be the providence that muft {ave it from finking! When
the people are broken into parties and factions, worrying
and reviling one another, whata fine harveft it yields to
the common enemy ! If 1 fhould be afked, who is that
common enemy ? I fhall only anfwer, that there are ban-
ditti in time of peace as well as in time of war; there
are free-booters, who are not regularly lifted on either
fide, and who, while both fides are engaged againit each
other, will certainly plunder the nation.

I will only fay, beware of thofe, who are labouring to
keep alive the animofities of party: it is true, they have
laboured in vain, and Providence has fo confounded their
devices, that they have united us by the very methods
they took to keep us afunder; but they have not yet
given up the game for loft. They are continually throw-
ing out bones of contention ; they are raking up the dy-
ing embers of party, in hopes of kindling a new flame.

There isa fet of men, who are governed by no prin-
ciples, and have no friends or followers, but {uch as are
attached to them for mercenary ends.  Thefe affume to
themf{elves the name of a party, though they do not car-
ry fo much as the appearance of it: it is they, who are
for fomenting divifions, in hopes that, when the madnefs
of party fhall again feize the people, both fides will by
turns fall in with them, in order to be revenged and
undo each other, which will fave a great deal in bribes;
a method of doing- bufinefs, which muft have an end,
when there is no money left in the nation. But it hap-
pens, that they have been fo awkward in concealing their
foul play, that all the world has feen through ity and it

| looks



U =5 ¢ D e L A e Wi -

= (D P

[a—
—

MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. X. 53

looks as if Providence had infatuated their cunning, with
a kind intention of putting us upon our guard, and of
rouzing that antient {pirit of our peupf e, which has pre-
ferved this nation, when any encroachments have been
made upon its i berties. -

But though there may be no dangerous defigns at pre-
{ent, and the whole b()(ij of the people may entertain
the fame opinion of the good intentions and of the oreat
abilities of our prefent et of mirtifters as they really me-
rit, yet it is not amils to have our eyes about us. ' Poli-
tical _;eaiouﬁ. is infeparable from the minds of good pa-
triots ; it 1s their di -t\ to be watchful for the public, and
fl{[}lLIOUH of the defigns of men in pOWeTr. A certain
degree of tms_]edlm.fy is abfolutely neceflary to be kept
up at all times, for the prefervation of li bf_ﬂ_\, This jea-
loufy, T fay, is our great fecurity ; and it cannot decay
till pubhc {pirit {iecax S

The individuals of that great body called the people are
{o taken up with their f€\'617i avocations, that they are
not always at leifure to examine well the ueﬁ.@;us of men
in power, and to {ee through thofe difguifes, which ihey
endeavour to throw over bad meafures; therefore it is the
duty of every private man to give the alarm whenever
he perceives any thing doing, which muft have a tenden-
¢y to alter and impair that plan of government, under
which we and our anceftors have lived Free.—And this we
propofe fthall be partly the bufinefs of this paper.

The adverfarjes, that ig all probability will oppofe us
in this defign, are not m“ich to be feared. That paper,
which is looked upon as the work of the greateft wits,
and moft profound politicians of the f’ithon for they are
not to be called a party, might be excelled by the loweft
productions in Grub-ftreet ; yet here you fee all the good
fenfe that is amongft them, and it would be reafon enough
for making the peaple uneti{} , if they thould have a notion
that the public affairs were to be managed by fuch hands
as publifh the moft idle, the moft inconfiftent, and moft
flavifh {chemes of politics, that the world ever faw.

I cannot help thinking, that they have taken up a no-
tion, that the only qualification of ‘a political ‘writer is a
hard\ and mtrepld manner of afferting what 1s not; and
of denying what is. A's to their proﬁmate manner of
“nduvnunnﬂ to turn public {pirit into ridicule, they have

done
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done it with fo little wit, that they have not been able to
gain the very laughers on their fide. Thanks be to their
dulnefs, it rifes againft their oppofition : he that laughs
with them,muft laugh without a jeft, and therefore, as of-
ten as I faw my predeceflors employ their wit againit thofe
who never ufed that weapon againft them, I own I did
not look upon it as very generous in them; methinks, if
I were mafter of that weapon called wit, I {hould be as
much afhamed of drawing it againft an Ofborne, or a
Walfingham, as I fhould of drawing a fword againft a
naked man,

Upon the whole, though I have promifed never to be
dull with defign, yet I would not have the public expect
much from me at {uch times as [ thall be drawn into a dif-
pute with that paper, which has a mob of Swifs writers
to fupport it; it isa Briareus with an hundred hands, but
not one head : and as there is neither condu®, nor order,
nor difcipline, nor honor amongft them, they will be as
eaflily defeated as any other rabble,

XL

COMMON!SENSE.
SATURDAY, Auguft 20, 1737. N® z0.

' 4

THOUGH the feparation of the parliament generally
{ufpends the vigor of political altercations, I doubt it
creates domeftic ones, not lefs tharp and acrimonious ;
and, pU]‘le]}', the individua}s of both houfes may find as
warm debates at home, as any they have met with dur-
ing the courfe of the feffion.

Their motion for adjourning into the country, is I be-
lieve, {eldom feconded by their wivesand daughters ; and
if at laft they carry it, it is more by the exertion of their
authority, than by the cogencyof their reafoning,

This
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This a& of power fo ftrenuoufly withftood at firft, and
fo unwillingly fubmitted to at lait, lays but an indifferent
foundation of domeftic harmony during their retirement ;
and I am furprized that the throne, which never fails, at
the end of the feffion, to recommend to both houfes cer-
tain wholefome and general rules for their behaviour and
conduct, when fcattered in their refpective counties, thould
hitherto have taken no notice of their ladies,nor have made
them the leaft excufe for the difagreeable confequences,
which refult to them from the recefs. Nay even in the
female reigns of queen Elizabeth and queen Anne, I can-
not difcover that any advice, orapplication of this nature,
has ever been dire¢ted to the fair fex ; as if their uneafi-
nefs and diffatisfaction were matters of no concern to the
peace and good order of the kingdom in general.
~ Formy own part, I fee this affair in a very different
light, and I think I fhall do both my country and the mi-
niftry good fervice, if by any advice and confolation I
can offer to my fair countrywomen, in this their dread-
ful time of trouble and trial, I can alleviate their misfor-
tunes, and mitigate the horrors of their retirement ; fince
it is obvious, that the people in the country, who fee
things but at a diftance, will never believe that matters go
right, when they obferve a general difcontent in every
one but the mafter of the family, whofe particular tran-
quillity they may, poflibly, afcribe to particuldr reafons,
and not to the happy ftate of the public. Befides that,
my real concern and regard for the fair fex, excites my
compafiion for them ; and I fympathize with them in that
fcene of grief and defpair, which the profpet of their fix
months exile prefents to them:.

I own Ihave been o fenfibly touched, as I have gone
along the ftreets, to (ee, at the one pair of ftairs windows,
lo many fine eyes bathed in tears, and difmally fixed
upon the fatal waggons loading at their doors, that I refolv-
ed, my endeavours fhould not be wanting to adminifter to
them whatever amufement or comfort I could think of,
under their prefent calamity.

The antient philofophers have left us moft excellent
ruh;s for our conduct, under the various afflictions to
which we are liable. ‘They bid us not be grieved at mis-
fortunes, nor pleafed with profperity ; and undeniably

prove,
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prove, that thofe imaginary ills of old age, ficknefs, the
lofs of friends, fortune, &c. would really not beills, if
we were but wile enough not to be affeted by them.
But I have no where found, in their writings, any confo-
lation offered to the fair fex, to fupport and ftrengthen
them under the rigors of a country life. W hether this
barbarous cuftom of confining the ladies half the year in
the country was not practifed among the antients, whe-
ther the cafe was not looked upon as above comfort or
below attention, or whether the Goths and Vandals may
not have deprived the learned world of thofe valuable
treatifes, I cannottell : but this is certain, that I know no
cafe of greater compaflion, and few of greater confe-
quence, than that of a fine woman, hurried, not only by
her hufband, but awith her hufband, from all the joys of
London to all the horrors of the manfion-feat in the coun-
try ; where, not to mention many other circumitances
of this tyranny, in one particular, I fearit too often re-
{embles the Mezentian cruelty of tying a living body toa
dead one.

I firft addrefs myfelf to thofeladies, whofe diftinguifh-
ed beauty, delicacy, and accomplithments, juftly place
them at the head of the pleafures and fafhion of the
town. ‘Their willis the law, and their example the mo-
gel, of the polite world: pofleffed, one half of the year,
of more than imperial {way, the other half, they groan
under the ufurped power of their hufbands, Nay,
even the fuperior beauty of many ladies, like the fu-
perior merit of many illuftrious Athenians, has often
both caufed and prolonged their exile. Can kings de-
pofed and imprifoned experience a more cruel reverfe of
fortune than this # Their cafe is certainly above comfort;
and I own I am at a lofs what to recommend to them.
Succedanea there are none ; I thall only endeavour to fug-
geft lenitives.

I am not abfurd enough, even to hint the ufual rural re-
creations, of fetching a walk, a horfe-race, an affize ball,
or a fillabub under the red cow, which mufi all of them
be exceedingly fhocking to their delicacy. Befides, !
know, that, at their firft arrival in the country, they en-
tirely give up all hopes, not only of pleafure, but of
comfort, and, from ajuft contempt of whatever they ar€
to fee or hear, plunge themfelves at once into an auguit

melancholy,
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melancholy, and a fullen defpair, like captive princefles
in a tragedy.

I'wifh I could procure them a fix months ﬂch or anni-
hilation ; but, as thatis not inmy power, the beft advice
I can give them, is to carry down a provifion of the ten-
dereft books, which will at once improve their ftyle,

2
nourith all the delicacy of their fentiments, and keep
imagination awake.

The moft voluminous romances are the moft fervice-
able, and wear the beft in the country, fince four or five of
them will very near hold out the {efnon Befides that, the
p]ﬁ"'lilﬂﬂ' defcriptions of the flowery vales, where the ten-
der heroines {o often bewailed the abfence of their much-
loved heroes, may, by the help of a little imagination and
an elegant i\mpatln render the folitary profpeét of the
newhbourmg fields a little more fupportable.

This ferious {tudy may fometimes be diverfified by
fhort and practical novels, of which the French language
furnifhes great abundance. Here the cataftrophe comes
fooner, and nature has its fhare, as well as fentiments ;
o that a lady may exactly fit the humour fhe happens
to be in,

If a gentle languor only infpires tender fentiments, fhe
may find, in the cleareft light, whatever can be faid upon
le ceur cf:’!@fp; it, (the heart. Lmd the mind), to indulge thofe

thoughts; or, 1f1ntrud1ng nature breaks in with warmer
images, fhe will likewife find in thofe excellent manuals,
{uitable and correfponding paflages. The plmﬂng tu-
mult of the fenfes, the foft annihilation, and the expir-
ing fighs of the diffolving happy pair, may, agreeably
recal the memory of certain tranfactions in the foregomo
winter, or anticipate the expected joys of the enfuing one.

Some time 100 may be employed in epiftolatory corre-
frondenco with diftreffed, fympathizing, friends in the
fame fituation, pathetical ly defcribing all the difagreeable
circumftances of the country ; with this juft exception
only, “ that one could bear with it well enough for
“ two or three months-in the fummer, with the company
*“ one liked, and without the company one difliked.”

As for the more fecret and tender letters, which are to
go under two or three directions, and as many covers,

the uppermoft to be directed by truﬁ) Betty, and by her
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given into the poftman’s own hand, they of courfe fur-
nifh out the moft pleafing moments of the confinement;
and I dare fay, Ineed neither recommend them, nor the
attentive and frequent perufal of the anfwers returned to
them.

But, as thele occupations will neceffarily meet with fome
interruption, and as there will be intervals in the day,
when thoughts will claim their fhare, as at dinner with
my lord or his neighbours, or on Sundays at church, I ad-
vife that they thould be turned as much as poflible from
the many difagreeable, to the few agreeable profpects,
which the country affords,

Let them reflect, that thefe abfences, however painful
for thetime, revive and animate paflions, which, without
fome little ceffation, might decay and grow languid.  Let
them confider, how propitious the chapter of accidents
isto them in the country, and what charming events they
may reafonably flatter themfelves with, from the effufion
of ftrong beer and port, and the friendly interpofition of
hedges, ditches, and five-barred gates: not to mention
another poflible contingency, of their hufbands meeting
with Aéteeon’s fate from their own hounds, which, whe-
ther probable ornot, they know beft.

With thefe profpeéts, and thefe diflipations, Ifhould
hope they may pafs, or rather kill, the tedious time of
their banithment, without very great anxiety; but, if that
cannot be, there is but one expedient more which occurs
to me, and which I have often known practifed with fuc-
cefs, that is, the colic, and pains of the ftomach, to fuch
2 degree, as abfolutely to require the affiftance of the
Bath. The colic, in the ftomach I mean, isa clean gen-
teel diftemper, and by no means below women of the
firft condition, and they fhould always keep it by them,
to be ufed as occafion requires ; for as its diagnoftics are
neither vifible nor certain, itis pleadable againft hufhand,
neighbours, and relations without any poflibility of being
traverfed, ;

As for thofe ladies, who move but in a fecond {phere
in town, their cafe is far from being fo compaflionate,
their fall from London to the country being by no means
fo confiderable ; nay, in fome particulars, I am not fure
if they are not gainers byit, For they are indifputably
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in the country, what they never are in town, the firit.
They give currency to fafthions and expreflions ; they are
ftared at, admired, and confulted; and the female dif-
trict forms itfelf upon their model. They are likewife of
a more accommodating temper, and can let themfelves
down to country recreations ; they do not difdain the
neighbouring aflembly, nor the captain of dragoons who
commands atit. = They can {wallow a glafsof red wine
and amacaroon, in the evening, when hofpitably tender-
ed them by the {quire’s lady, or the parfon’s wife; and,
upon a pinch, can make up a country dance at night,
with the help of the butler, the houfe-keeper, and a couple
of chairs.

It is true, thefeare but condefcenfions too, which they
would be horribly athamed of, thould they be deteéted in
the fact by any of their London acquaintance; but ftill,
with thefe helps, the fummer goes off tolerably well, till
bad roads, bad weather, and long evenings, change the
fcene. Then comes the dire domeftic ftruggle: the
lady expofes with fatire and contempt the ruftic pleafures,
that detain them in the country ; the hufband retorts the
pleafures of a different nature, which, he conceives, invite
her ladyfhip up to town : warmth enfues, the lady grows
eloquent, the hufband coarfe, and from that time, till the
day is fixed for going to London, peace is banifhed the
family.

The Bath would be of f{overeign efficacy in this cafe
too, and like the waters of Lethé, would wath away the
remembrance of thefe difagreeable incidents; but, if that
cannot be compaffed, the laft refort I can recommend to
thefe ladies is, by the alternate and proper ufe of clamor
and fullennefs, invectives and tears, to reduce their huf-
bands to feek for quiet in town.

How ufeful thele my endeavours for the fervice of my
fair countrywomen may prove, I cannot pretend to fay ;
but I hope, at leaft, they will be acceptable to them, and
that, in return for my good intentions, they will admit
my paper, with their tea tables, to diflipate fome of the
tedious moments of their retirement.

XII. C O M-
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X1

COMMON SENSE.

SATURDAY, Sept. 3, 1737. N°* g2,

M ONSIEU R de la Rochefoucault very juftly ob-
ferves, that people are never ridiculous from their real,
but from their affe¢ted, charaéters ; they cannot help be-
ing what they are, but they can help attempting to appear
what they are not. - A hump-back is by no means ridi-
culous, unlefs it be under a fine coat ; nor a weak under-
ftanding, unlefs it affumes the luftre and ornaments of 2
bright one. - Good-nature conceals and pities the inevita-
ble defectsof body cr mind, but is not obliged to treat
acquired onmes with the leaft indulgence. Thofe who
would pafs upon the world talents which they have not,
are as guilty in the common coutfe of fociety, as thole
who, in the way of trade, would put off falfe money,
knowing it to be fuch ; and it is as much the bufinefsof
ridicule to expofe the former, as of the law to punith the
latter.

I do not here mean to confider the affeGtation of mord
virtues, which comes more properly under the definition
of hypocrify, and juftly excites our indignation and ab-
horrence, asa criminal deceit ; but I fhall confine myfelf
now to the affectation of thofe leffer talents and accom-
plhifhments, without any of which a man may be a very
worthy valuable man, and only becomes a very ridic
lous one by pretending to them. ‘Thofe people  are the
proper, and, it may be, the only proper objects of rid-
cule ; for they are above fools, who are below it, and
below wife men, who are above it. ‘They are the cox
combs lord Rochefter defcribes as felf-created, and of
whom he fays, that God never made one worth a groat.
Befides, as they are rebels and traitors to common fenfe,
whofe natural-born fubje@s they are, Iam juftified in
treating them with the utmoft rigor. -

I cannot be of the general opinicn, that thefe cox-
cembs have firft impofed upon themfelves, and reailg

think



1%

af.
fe,

i1

X-
lly
nk

L Aorre - o
a = e e A e -
T T e e = - e ;

MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. XII. 63

think themfelves what they would have others think them.
On the contrary, 1 am perfuaded that every man knows
himfelf beit, and is his own fevereft cenfor ; nay, I am
convinced that many a man haslived and died with faults
and weakneffes, which nobody but himfelf ever difco-
vered. It is true, they keep their own fecrets inviolate,
which makes people believe they have not found it out.
Why do we difcern the failings of our friends fooner and
better than we do other people’s, but becaufe we intereft
ourfelves more in them ? By the fame rule, we feel our
own {lill fooner. And poflibly, in this cafe alone, we are
kinder to our friends than to ourfelves; fince I very much
queftion if a man would love his friend fo well if he were
faultlefs, and he would certainly like himfelf the better
for being fo. If this fuppofition be true, as I think it is,
my coxcombs are both the more guilty, and the more ri-
diculous, asthey live in a conftant courfe of practical ly-
ing, andin the abfurd and fanguine hopes of pafling un-
detected.

Fatuus, the moft confummate coxcomb of this or any
other age or country, has parts enough to have excelled
in almoft any one thing he would have applied himfelf to.
But he muft excel inall. He muft be at once awt, a
lover, afcholar, and a ftatefman ; yet, confcious of the
impracticability of the undertaking, he parcels out his ac-
complithments, and compounds to have the {everal
branches of his merit admired in {eparate diftriéts.

Hence, he talks politics to his women, wit to minifters
of flate, difplays his learning to beaux, and brags of his
fuccefs in gallantry to his country neighbours. His cau-
tion is a proof of his guilt, and fthews that he does not
deccive himfelf, but only hopes to impofe upon others.
Fatuus’s parts have undone him, and brought himto a
bankruptey of common fenfe and Judgment; as many
have been ruined by great eftates, which led them into
€xpences they were not able to fupport.

There are few fo univerfal coxcombs as Fatuus, to
whom I therefore gave the pott of honor ; but infinite are
the numbers of minor coxcombs, who are coxcombs
quoad hoc, and who have fingled out certain accomplith-
ments, which they are refolved to poflefs in {pite of re-
Intant nature, Their moft general attempts are at wit

and
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and women, as the two mofit fhining and glittering ta-
lents in the bean monde.

"Thus Protervus, who has a good ferious underftand-
ing, contrives to pafs almoft for a fool, becaufe he will be
a wit. He muft fhine ; he admires and purfues the luftre
of wit, which, like an ignis faruus, leads him out of his way
into all forts of abfurdities. Heis awkwardly pert ; he
puns, twifts words, inverts fentences, and retails in one
company the fcraps he has picked up in another ; but ftill,
confcious of his own infufficiency, he cautioufly feeks to
fhine, where he hopes he may dazzle, and prudently
declines the encounter of the ftrongeft eyes. How often
have I {een his unnatural alacrity fuddenly confounded,
and fhrinkinginto filence, at the appearance of fomebody
of avowed and unqueftioned wit !

Ponderofus has a flow laborious underftanding, a good
memory, and, with application, might fucceed in bufi-
nefs; but truly hemuft be a fine man, and fucceed with
women. He expofes his clumfy figure by adorning it,
makes declaration of love with all the form and {olemnity
of a proclamation, and ridiculoufly confumes in revels
the time he might ufefully employ at the defk. He can-
not be ignorant of hisill fuccefs; he feels it, but endea-
vours to impofe upon the world, by hinting, in one fet of
company, his fuccefles in another ; and by whifpering,
in public places, with an air of familiarity, fuch indiffe-
rent trifles, as would not juftify the woman in refufing to
hear them. But how have I feen him fkulk at the ap-

roach of the real favourite, and betray his confcioufnels
of his affe¢ted character ! Be it known to Ponderofus, and
all thofe of his turn, that this vanity, befides the abfurdi-
ty of it, leads them into a moft immoral attempt; and
that this practical defamation of a woman more juftly
deferves an aétion at law, than a coarfe word rafhly ut-
tered.

Garrulus hopes to pafs for an orator, without either
words or matter ; itis plain he knows his own poverty,
by his laborious robbery of authors. He pafles the nights
in book-breaking, and puts off in the day-time the {tolen
goods as his own ; but {fo awkwardly and unfkilfully, that
they are always brought back to their true owners,

Bavius,
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Bavius, ballafled with all the lead of a German; will
ife into poetry, without either ear or invention : . he re-
ites, what he calls his verfes, to his female relations, and
his city acquaintance, but never mentions them to Pope.

Perplexus infifts upon being a man of bufinefs, and,
though formed, at beft, for a letter-carrier,. will be a let-
ter-writer ; but confcious that he can neither be neceilary
norufeful, endeavours to be tolerated by an implicit con-
formity to men and times.

In fhort, there are as many {pecies of coxcombs, as
there are defirable qualifications and accomplifhments in
life ; and it would be endlefs to give inftances of every
particular vanity and affectation, by which men either
make themf{elves ridiculous, or, at leaft, depreciate -the
other qualities they really poflefs, Every on¢’s obferva-
tion will furnith him with examples enough of :this kind.
But I will now endeavour to point out the means:of avoid-
ing thele errors ; though, indeed, they are fo obvious in
themfelves, that one fhould: think it unneceflary, if one
did not daily experience the contrary,

It s very certain, that no man is Gt for every thing;
butit is almofi as certain too, that thereis fearce any -one
man, who is not fit for fomething, which fomething na-
ture plainly points out to him, by giving him a tendency
and propenfity toit, Ilook upon commeon fenfe to be to
the mind, what confcience is to the heart, the faithfuland
genftant monitor. of what is right or wrong.. -And I am
convinced that no man commits either a crime ora folly,
but againft the manifeftand fenfible reprefentationsof the
oneor the other. Every man finds in himfelf; either from
nature or education, for they are hard to diftinguith,. a
peculiar bent and difpofition to fome particular character ;
and his ftruggling againtt it is the fruitlefs and endlefs la-
bor of Sifyphus: _ Let him follow and cultivate that voca-
tion, he will fucceed in it, and be confiderable in one
Way at leaft : whereas, if he departs frontit; he-will at
beft be inconfiderable, probably ridiculous, Mankind,in
general, have not the indulgence and good-nature to fave
awhole city for the fake of five righteous, but are more
inclined to condemn many righteous for the fake of a few
guilty. And a man may. ealily fink many virtues by the
weight of one folly, but will hardly be able to protect
many follies by the force of one virtue. The players,

L. 1L B who
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who get their parts by heart, and are to fimulate’ but for
three hours, have a regard, in choofing thofe parts, to
the natural btﬁt of L}‘ﬁ'Tl. genius. Penl kethman never acted
Cato, nor Booth Sc ;ub their invincible unfitnels for

thofe “characters would 111“\1*_9.!31} have broke out, in the
fhort time of their reprefentation. How then Ih’lil a man
hopc to act with fuccefs all his life long a borrowed and
ill-fuited charatter ? In mymind, Pinkey got more credit
by acting Scrub well, than he would have got by acting
Catoill ; and I would much rather be an excellent fhoe-
maker, than a ridiculous and inept minifter of ftate. I
greatly admire our indufirious neigh b:;ms:, the Germans,
fo; many things, but for nothing more, than their fteady
adherence to the\mce of nature : 1111:*3 mdeh tigably pur-
{ue the way fhe has chalked out to them, and never - de-

viate into any mcoullr-hm of chara&ter, Thus many of
the firft rank, if happily turned to mechanics, have em-
plc:-\ ed their whole livesin the incatenation of ﬂ‘.‘lc, or the
curious {culpture of chérry-ftones; while others, whofe
thirft of knowledge leads them to m\cﬁlmfe the {ecrets
of nature, {pend years in their elabora tOl} , 10 purfuit of
the phil aiophcr s ftone = ‘but none, that T have heard of,
ever deviated mnto an attempt at wit. Nay, even due
care is taken 1n the education of their princes, that they
may be fit for fomething, for they are always inftructed
in fome other trade ‘befides that of government ; f{o that,
if ~their genius does not led them to “be able pzlncs it 15
ten to one but they are excellent turners.

I will conclude my remonftrance to the coxcombs of
Great Britain with this admonition and engagement, that
¢¢ they difband their affectations, and common fenfe fhall
be their friend.””  Otherwife T fhall I proceed to further ex*
tremities, and fingle out, from time to time, the moft

daring offenders.

I muft obferve, that the word coxcomb is of the com-
mon gender, both mafculine and feminine, and that the
male coxcombs are equalled in number by the femal
ones, who fhall be the fubject of my uextpaper

C O M-
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XIII.
COMMON SENSE.

SaTurpAY, Sept. 10, 1737. N*® 332,

HA VING, in my former paper, cenfured, with
freedom, the affeftations and follies of my own fex, I
flatter myfelf, that I fhall meet with the indulgence of
the ladies, whileI confider, with the fame impartiality,
thofe weaknefles and vanities, to which their f{ex is as
liable as ours, and, if I darefay fo, rather more, as their
{fphere of action is more bounded and circumfcribed.
Man’s province is univerfal, and comprehends every
thing, from the culture of the earth, to the government
of it ; men only become coxcombs, by affuming particu-
lar characters, for which they are particularly ‘unfit,
though others may fhine in thofe very characters. But
the cafe of the fair fex is quite different ; for there are
many charatters, which are not of the feminine gender,
and confequently, there may be two kinds of women
coxcombs ; thofe who affet .what does not fall within
their department, and thofe who go out of their own na-
tural characters, though they keep within the female
province,

I fhould be very forry to offend, where I only mean to
advife and reform ; I therefore hope the fair fex will par-
don me, when I give ours this preference. Let them re-
flect, that each fex has its diftinguithing charaéteriftic :
and if they can withjuftice, as certainly they may, brand
a man with the name of a cott-quean, if he invades a
certain female detail, which is unqueftionably their pre-
rogative, may not we, with equal juftice, retort upon them,
when, laying afide their natural charaters, they affume
thofe which are appropriated to us ? The - délicacy of
their texture, and the firength of owrs, the beauty of
their form, and the coarfenefs of ours, fufficiently indi-
cate the relpective vocations. Was Hercules ridiculous
and contemptible with his diftaff ? Omphale would not
have been lefs fo at a review or a council-board. Women
ar¢ not formed for great cares themfelves, but to footh

and
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and {often ours : their tendernefs is the proper reward for
the toils we undergo for their prefervation, and the.eale
and chearfulnefs of their converfation, our defirable re-
treat from the labors of ftudyand bufinefs. They are
confined within the narrow limits of domeftic offices; and
when they ftray beyend them, they move excentrically,
and confequently without grace,

Agrippina, born with. an underftanding and difpofiti-
ons, which could, at beft, have qualified her for the f{or-
did help-mate of a pawn-broker or ufurer, pretends to al
the accomplifhments that ever adorned man or womadn,
without the poffeflion, or even the true knowledge, of
any one of them. She would appear learned, and has
jutt enough of all things, without comprehending any
one, to_make her talk abfurdly upon every thing. She
looks upon the art of plealing as her mafier-piece, but
miftakes the means fo much, that her flattery is too grofs
for {elf-love to fwallow, and her lies too palpable to de-
ceive fora moment ; fo that fhe fhocks thofe fhe would
oain. - Mean tricks, fhallow cunning, and breach of faith,
conftitute her miflaken {yftem of politics. She endea-
vours to” appear generous at the expence of trifles, while
an indifereet and unguarded rapacioufne(s difcovers het
natural and infatiable avidity. Thus miftaking the per-
fe@ions fhe would feem to poflefs, and the means of -ac-
quiring even them, fhe becomes the moft ridiculous, 1n-
{tead of the moft complete, of her fex.

Eudofia, the moft frivelous woman in the world, con-
demns her own fex for being too trifling, She defpifes
the agreeable levity and chearfulhefs of a mixed company;
the will be ferious, that fhe will, and emphatically inte
mates, that fhe thinksrealon and good fenfe very valua-
ble things. She never mixes it the general eonverfation,
but fingles out fome one man, whom fhe thinks worthy
of her good fenfe, and in a half voice, or /oo voce; dif
cuffes her folid triflesin his ear, dwells particularly upon
the moft trifling circumitances of the main trifle, which
fhe enforces with the proper inclinations of head and bo-
dy, and’ with the moft expreflive gefticulations of the fan,
modefily confefling every now and then, by way of p&
renthefis, that poflibly it may be thought prefumption i

womal
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woman to talk at all upon thofe matters. In the mean
time, her unhappy hearer ftifles a thoufand gapes, affents
univerfally to whatever fhe fays, in hopes of fhortening
the converfation, and “carefully watches the firft favour-
able opportunity, which any motion in the company gives
him, of making his efcape from this excellent folid un-
derftanding. ‘T'hus deferted, but not difcouraged, fhe
takes the whole company in their turns, and has, for every
one, a whilper of equal importance. = If Eudofia would
content herfelf with her natural talents, play at cards,
make tea and wvifits, talk to her dog often, and to her
company but fometimes, fhe would not be ridiculous, but
bear a very tolerable partin the polite world.

Sydaria had beauty enough to have excufed, while
voung, her want of common fenfe. But fhe {corned the
fortwitous and precarious triumphs of beauty. She would
only conquer by the charms of her mind. A union of
hearts, a delicacy of fentiments, a mental adoration, ora
fort of tender’ quietifm, were what fhe long fought for,
and never found. Thus nature ftruggled with fentiment
till the was five and forty, but then got the better of it
to fuch a degree, that fhe made very advantageous pro-
pofals to an Irith enfign of one and twenty : equally ri-
diculous in her age and in her youth. :

Canidia, withered by age, and fhattered by infirmities,
totters under theload of her mifplaced ornaments, and her
drefs varies according to the frefheft advices fromParis, in-
ftead of conforming itfelf, as it ought, to the directions
of her undertaker. Her mind, as weak as her body, is
abfurdly adorned : fhe talks politics and metaphyfics,
mangles the terms of each, and, if there be fenfe in either,
moft infallibly puzzles it ; adding intricacy to politics,
and darknefs to myfteries, equally ridiculous in this world
and the next,

I hallnot now enter into an examination: of the leffer
affectations ; (moft of them are pardonable, and many
of themﬁ:wi: pretty, if their owners are {fo); but confine
my preient animadverfions to the affetations of ill-fuited
Characters, for I would by no means deprive my fair
countrywomen of their genteel little terrors, antipathies,
and affections. The alternate panicks of thieves, {piders,
ShOf’}S, and thunder, are allowable to youth and beauty,
provided they do not furvive them. But, what [ mean
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is, to prevail with them to act their own natural parts,
and not other peoples ; and to convince them, that even
their own imperfetions will become them better than the
borrowed perfections of others. :

Should fome lady of {pirit, unjuftly offended at thefe
reftri€tions, afk what province I leave to their fex? I an-
fwer, that I leave them whatever has not been peculiatly
afligned by nature to ours. I leave them a mighty em-
pire, Love. There they reign abfolute, and by unquef-
tioned right, while beauty fupports their throne, They
have all the talents requifite for that foft empire, and the
ableft of our fex cannot contend with them in the pro-
found knowledge and conduct of thofe arcana. But then,
thofe who are depofed by years or accidents, or thofe,
who by nature were never qualified to reign, fhould con-
tent themfelves with the private care and ceconomy of
their families, and the diligent difcharge of domeftic
duties,

I take the fabulous birth of Minerva, the goddefs of
arms, wifdom, arts, and fciences, to have been an alle-
gory of the antients, calculated to fthew, that women of
natural and ufual births muft not aim at thofe accomplifh-
ments. She {prang armed out of Jupiter’s head, without
the co-operation of his confort Juno ; and, as fuch only,
had thofe great provinces afligned her,

I confefs, one has read of ladies, fuch as Semiramis,
‘Thaleftris, and others, who have made very confiderable
figures in the moft heroic and manly parts of life ; but,
confidering the great antiquity of thefe hiftories, and
how much they are mixed up with fables, one is at liber
ty to queftion either the fats, or the fex, Befides that,
the moft ingenious and erudite Conrad Wolfang Laborio-
fus Nugatorius, of Hall in Saxony, has proved to a de-
monftration, in the r4th volume, page 2981, of his learn-
ed treatife De Hermapkbroditis, that all the reputed female
heroes of antiquity were of this Epicene fpecies, though,
out of regard to the fair and modeft part of my readers,
I dare not quote the feveral fafts and reafonings with
which he fupports this aflertion; and as for the heroines
of modern date, we have more than {fufpicions of their
being at leaft of the epicene gender. The greateft mo-
narch that ever filled the Britith throne, till very lately,
was queen Elizabeth, of whofe fex we have abundant rea-

ion
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MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. XIII. 71

fon to doubt, hiftory furnifhing us with many inftances
of the manhood of that princefs, without leaving us one
fingle {ymptom or indication of the woman ; and thus
much is certain, that fhe thought it improper for her to
marry a man.  The great Chriftina, queen of Sweden,
was allowed by every body to be above her fex, and the
mafculine was fo predominant in her compofition, that
ihe even conformed, at laft, to its drefs, and ended her
g!;x}'s in Italy, I therefore require that thofe women, who
infift upon going beyond the bounds allotted to their fex,
fhould previoufly declare themfelves in form hermaphro-
dites, and be regiftered as fuch in their feveral parifhes ;
til when, 1 fhall not fuffer them to confound politics,
perplex metaphyfics, and darken myfteries.

~ How amiable may a woman be, what a comfort and
delight to her acquaintance, her friends, her relations,
er lover, or her hufband, in keeping ftrictly within her
character ! She adorns all female virtues with native  fe-
male foftnefs. Women, while untainted by affe&ation,
have a natural chearfulnefs of mind, tendernefs and be-
nignity oi"lleart,‘w'hich juftly endears them to us, either
0 ammate our joys, or footh our forrows; but how are
they changed, and how fhocking do they become, when
the rage of ambition, or the pride of learning, agitates
and {wells thofe breafts, where only love, friendfhip and
tender care, fhould dwell ! !

Let Flavia be their model, who, though fhe could fup-
portany character, affumes none, never mifled by fancy
or vanity, but guided fingly by reafon : whatever fhe
fays or does, is the manifeft refult of a happy nature, and
a gtlmd underftanding, though the knows whatever women
ought,-and, it may be, more than ‘they are required to
kKnow. She conceals the fuperiority fhe has, with as much
care, as others take to difplay the fuperiority they have
not; the conforms herfelf to the turn of the company fhe is
In, but in a way of rather avoiding to be diftanced, than
‘i‘?lf;?}g fo Imke the lead. Are they merry, ﬂleri_s chearful ;
et L)T%r.u(::f i};e s ferious ; are they abfurd, fhe is
i fb : .mug 1 fhe ﬂ?mks and_ {peaks as 2 man would
R e effeminates, if [ may ufe the expreflion, whatever
i:]i ;:I%, afn.d gilxrcs all the graces of hffr ¢wn fex to the
'1.'*':“-1:?:*:-'1‘(\} ours ; fhe is well-bred without the trouble-

= teIemonies and frivolous forms of thofe who only
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affect to be fo. As her good breeding proceeds jointly
from good nature and good fenfe, the former inclines her
to oblige, and the latter fhews her the cafieft and beft
way of doing it. Woman’s beauty, like men’s wit, is
generally fatal to the owners, unlefs directed by a Judg-
ment, which feldom accompaniesa great degree of either
her beauty {feems but the proper and decent lodging for
fuch a mind ; fhe knows the true value of it, and far
from thinking that 1t authorizes impertinence and coque-
try, it'redoubles her care to avoid thofe errors, that are
its ufual attendants.  Thus fhe not only unites in herfelf
all the advantages of body and mind, but even reconciles
contradictions in others ; for fhe is loved and efteemed,
though envied, by all,

ey and ]

XI1V.
COMMON SENSE.
SATURDAY, Oétober 8, 1737. N°‘37.

S OMEBODY told the late regent of France®, that
a very filly parifh prieft had abufed him moft grofly in the
pulpit, to which the regent, who was much above refen ting
the infults of fools, anfwered very coolly, ¢ Why does
the blockhead meddle with me ? T am not of his parifh.”
In this manner Iteply to all the anger and indignation,
which the grave Mr. Ofborne, and the facetious Sit
A, B. C. have been pleafed to exprefsagainft me. Can-
not they let me alone? I am fure they have nothing to
do with common fenfe. Nay, I even return them good
for evil, and do for them, what I believe nobody in the
kingdom does but myfelf, for I take in their papers at
my own expence. It is true I find my account in it, for
the Gazetteer makes me laugh, and the London Journal
makes mefleep. [ take the former in the morning, and
the latter at night. Sir A. B. C. and his aflociates have
fuch an abfurd pertnefs, and f{o inimitable an alacrity in
finking, thatitisimpoffible not to laugh at firft, though
I confets. they are below it, and that it is a little ill-natured
into

% The duke of Orleans, who was regent during the minority of Lewis
XV.



-
—

= WUq o

-

ir

g < B o T

=

LR SLEE e S o S 2 PR i

¢}
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into the bargain. But one canno more help it, than one
can help laughing at an aukward ft:],l.(j“:,i', who, going to
fit down, mifles his chair, and falls ridiculoufly upon his
breech; theugh, to be fure; there is no ~.1:‘:‘,-151 in it, and
very probably the poor man i'iasﬂ hurt him{elf too. ?\{Ir.
Ofborne has quite a different effe® upon me; his {olid
uniform dulne(s is the fureft {oporific I have met with,
and every Saturday might, as foon as I am in bed, my
man conftantly afks me, “ Does your honor take your
“ London Journal to-night?” [ never ,refufe his offer,
and, to do him juftice, he reads with a flow monotony,
{0 excellently adapted to the performance, that one would
think he was the author of it himfelf.

Thus, after taking thefe two authors regularly, night
and morning, they are carefully laid by in a little clofet,
where [ ultimately take them, as they happen to lie next
my hand.

T have lately heard, with concern, that I fhall {oon be
deprived of thefe benefits, and that my two favourite
authors will withdraw their weekly and daily labers from
the public, in order to exhibit themfelves in other fhapes.
Mr. Ofborne, I am told, has engaged himfelf to fupply
the ftage with tragedies, and fir A. B. C. with comedies ;
that it may not be faid, that the late aék of parliament
has prevented the production of excellent dramatic per-
formances, as fome of the malecontents pretended it
would, Though this will difturb the prefent regular
courfe of my prefent laughter, which I muft afterwards
take by the lump, and in twelve-penny dofes, yet I muft
acknowledge them to be the propereft authorsto anfwer
the true meaning and intendment of the bill : for T will
defy the moft inveterate and ingenious malice, even that
of the Craftfman, to apply any thing out of their writ-
ings. With what impatience do I long to fee the tragic
fcenes of our laureat difgraced and eclipfed by Ofborne’s
ﬂa_lfd drama! Yes, Ofborne fthall fnatch the poppies from
Cibber’s brow, and plant them on his own. I cannot
help fuggefting, as a friend, to this hopeful young tragic
Poet, that there is in the Rehearfal both a {léeping fcene,
and a yawning one, incomparably well written, which I

would advife him to have before his eyes, while he can
keep them open.

-
% |
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I condole with the ingenious author of * Love in a hol-
“ low tree *,” who muft, indifputably, refign the comic
{cenesto fir A. B. C.

As I am perfuaded thefe two young writers will have
the ftage entirely to themfelves, I moft hum bly reprefent
it to thelord chamberlain, as a piece of juftice, to have
their labors equally divided between the managers of the
two only theatres now fubfifting. The comedy, I be-
lieve, muft belong to Mr. Rich; for, I prefume, fir
A. B.C. after the diftinguithed zeal he has manifefted for
the proteftant religion, in oppofition to the attempts of
Mr. Ward, would, by no means, aid and abet 2 perfon
of Mr. Fleetwood’s principles of religion,

Having faid thus much to my two friends, to whom I
give my word I will never fay any thing more, I cannot
conclude, without addrefling myfelf a little to the pa-
tron and pay-mafter. He has certainly parts, a pretty
turn to waggery, a little coarfe indeed, but yet not with-
out {alt; and one muft allow him to be what Thully al-
lowed Navius, ““ fturra non parum facetus,” (a buffoon
not deftitute of fome humor). T therefore cannot jma-
gine why he will fuffer, much lefs pay, fuch blockheads
to write for him. I know he will iay, they are the beft
he can get. T admitit, [ dare fay they are: but then hy
will he have any ? He had much better have none. Sylla
bought off a dunce who would be wiiting for him, and
Auguftus paid a bad poet, in bad verfes, as the fuzeft way
to prevent any more. If thefe fellows are to be paid for
their zeal, let the honerable perfon oblige them to throw
him their filence into the bargain. Formerly, a right re-
verend or two ufed to draw their pens in-his defence, but
of late we have feen nothing from that quarter neither ;
whether thofe reverend perfons have too much Wit, or too
much bithoprick, to go on, I cannot tell : but this piece

of

* This comedy was written by the late lord Grimfton when a boy, and
printed in 1705." When he grew up, he was juftly athamed of it, and
endeavoured to fupprefs'it: and this he would haye effeed, but that the
dutchefs of E\-}arlhurough, to ferve an eleétion purpofe, caufed a new im-
preflion to be printed, with an elephant in the title-page dancing on arape.
All this edition the author purchafed ; but her grace, being determined to
accomplifh her defign, fent a copy to be re-printed in Holland,and diftribut-
ed the whole impreflion among the eleCtors of St. Albans. See the Works
of Dr. William King of the Commons, vol, III. p. 66.
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of advice I will give him,whenever he can get another au-
thor of that kind to write for him, not to sranflaze him too
foon.

‘This certainly never happened in any reign, or under
any adminiftration, before ; for, excepting a late imita-
tion of Horace, by Mr, Pope who but feldom meddles
with public matters, I challenge the minifterial advocates
to produce one line of fenfe, or Englifh, written on the
fame fide of the queftion for thefe laft feven years. Has
there been an eflay in verfe or profe, has there been even
a diftich, or an advertifement, fit to be read on the fide
of the adminiftration ? But on the other fide, what num-
bers of differtations, effays, treatifes, compofitions of all
kinds in verfe and profe, have been written, with all that
ftrength of realoning, quicknefs of wit, and elegance of
expreflion, which no former period of time can equal ?
Has not every body got by heart fatires, lampoons, bal-
lads and farcafms againft the adminiftration? and can
any body recollect, or repeat, one line for it? What can
be the caufe of this? It cannot be, that thofe who are
able to ferve the honorable perfon defpair of being re-
warded by him, fince the known inftances of his libe-
rality to the worft of writers are fure pledges of his pro-
fufion to the beft. Is it then the rigid virtue, the inflex-
ible honor of the brightelt geniufes of this age, that hin-
ders them from engaging in that caufe, for which they
would be fo amply recompenfed ? If fo, 1 congratulate
the prefent times, for that was not ufually the charatter-
iftic of wit, and they were formerly accufed of flattery,
at leaft, if not of pr}_}ftitution, to minifterial favour and
rewards,

“Inall former reigns, the wits were of the fide of the mi-
nifters ; the Ofbornes and the A.B. C’s againft them.
And how would the Godolphins, the Somers’s, the Hali-
tax’s, and the Dorfets, have bluthed, to have been the
Mzcenas of fuch wretched fcribblers » But they were not
reduced to fuch an ignominious neceflity. They found
the beft writers as pr.;md to engage in their caufe, asable
to tupport it. Even the infamous and pernicious meafures
of King Chatles the fecond’s reign, as they are now call-
ed, were palliated, varnithed, or juftified by the ableft
pens. By what uncommon fatality then is this adminif-
tration deflitute of all literary fupport ?

One
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One would be apt to fuppofe, if one did not know the
contrary, that there was fomething in the meafures {o low,
fo corrupt, and fo difgraceful, that common decency
would not {uffer wit, or good fenfe, to appear on that
fide, but made them, in this cafe, withftand thofe temp-
tations, to which heretofore they have too often yielded.
Nay, the misfortune extends ftill farther: for I am told,
that among thole very few, whoengaged in the meafures,
and are able to countenance them in two certain places,
tne beft withhold their eloquence, and only fwell the
numbers, by a filent and fullen concurrence. So that, as
Pliny obferved in his time, Pora nunc HUET ALUT y 1107 Poil-
derantur (votes now are counted, not welghed).

As this cafe 1s really compaflionate in itfelf, and par-
ticularly hard upon us anti-minifterial writers, as we are
called, who cannot poflibly anfwer what we do not un-
derftand, I will offer what expedients occur to me, for
our mutual relief,

I thould think Mr. Wreathcock and Mr. Juftice, who
are both happily returned from tran{portation, might be
of fingular ufe in this diftrefs. 'The experienced know-
ledge of the former in the ufeful parts of the law, and
the known fkill of the latter in books of all forts, muft
qualify them excellently well for political writers; and if
they clubbed their talents, they would amply repair the
lofs of the deceafed Francis Wallingham, elq; or, at
leaft, they would infinitely exceed any now extant. But,
if this cannot be brought about, and the avocations of
thefe two gentlemen will not allow them the leifure to
turn authors, the laft thift I can think of, and which
feems to me the moft likely to be put in practice, is for
the adminiftration to employ the authors of ats of  par-
liament, who anfwered certain humorous theatrical pieces
very effectually laft year, witha® “ Be it enacted,” and
who, with a ““ Be it fiuther enadted,” will probably re-
ply next year, with the {ame {pirit-and. vigor, to all other
performances of what kind foever.

XV. COM-

¥ In allufion to a thought of Mr. Gay, who addreffed a poem to his
ingenious and worthy friend Mr. Lowndes, “ author of that celebrated
treatife in folio, called the Land Tax Bill”
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XV.
COMMON SEN SE.
SATURDAY, January 15, 1738. Ne:51.

MY ingenious predeceffor the Speftator, whom 1
wifh to imitate, but without pretending to equal, bid his
fair countrywomen, ¢ beware the Ides of May,” look-
ing upon that feafon to be as fatal to their virtue, as the
Ides of March had formerly proved to Czfar’s life. I
am fure I heartily concur with him, “in his regard and con-
cern for that beautiful part of our fpecies: but I cannot
help differing with him greatly, as to the time and caufes
of their danger, and thinking that he has left the moft
critical part of the year unguarded and defencelefs. - Be-
ware, therefore, ye fair, fay I, the Idesof January; and
mufter up all the collected force of habit, education;, and
virtue to withftand the operations of the winter campaign,
or you may happen to fall, with lefs decency than Czfar.
The SpeQator founds his apprehenfions of the month
of May upon three fuppofitions, all which, with fubmiffion,
I think groundlefs. The firft is, “ that the fpirits, after
© having been, as it were, frozen and congealed by the

‘ winter, are then turned loofe and fet 2 rambling.”
Surely the {pirits may more juftly be faid to be turned
loofe, and fet a rambling, in January, after a tedious fix
months confinement in the country, than they can be in
May, after a four months evaporation in London. For
my own part, I confider January as the general gaol de-
livery of the fair fex. It is then that they come to town,
flufhed with the health, and irritated with the confinement,
of the country. It is then that, with an appetite whetted
for pleafure by long abftinence, they tafte more exqui-
fitely their regained liberty, and feel all the benefits of
their habeas corpus.  And if ever conffitution or refert-
ent can be fuppofed to have any fhare in a fine wo-
man’s

P T
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man’s tranfactions, it is then that their effects are moft to
be dreaded.

The Speftator’s next fuu;onhon is, *“ that the gay

¢ profpect of the fields and the IT!-.C[LlU\\b with the eourt-
S ﬂnp of the birds on every tree, mtma]_}, unbend the
“ mind, and foften it to pleafure.” What effeét this ru-
ral fcene may have upon a milkmaid, I cannot {ay, but
I can never imagine that women of fafhion and delicacy
can be affected by fuch objects. The ficlds and the mea-
dows are their averfion, and the periodical anniverfary
loves of the birds their contempt. It is the gay London
fcene, where fucceflive pleafures raife the {pirits and warm
thei Imagmatmn which prepares the faireft breafts to re-
ceive the tendereft imprei fions.

‘The laft conjecture is, “ that a woman is prompted
¢ by a kind of inftint to throw herfelf upen a bed of
¢ flowers, and not to let thofe beautiful LOL]ChC. , which
“¢ nature has provided, lye ufelefs.” This again evident-
ly relates to the ruddy milkmaid ; fm not to mention the
danger of catching cold upon onie of thefe beds, to any
bodm above a milk maid, \uc}) the privacy, convenien-
cy, ‘and fecurit y, of a good damafk bed, or couch, are
much ftronger 1er"ﬁptat ions to a woman of fathion, to re-
cline a Im;c, than all the daizies and cowflips in a mea-
dow.

Having thus briefly anf{wered the arguments of my
predeceflor, or at leaft fhewn, that his care and concern
were only calculated for the inferior part of the fex, I
fhall, now, humbly lay before thofe of fuperior r:mk,
the many °“ difficulties and dangers,” to which the win-
ter expofes them.

I believe I may take it for granted, that every fine wo-
man, who comes to town in January, comes heartily
tired both of the country and of her hufband. The happy
pair have yawned at one another at leaft ever fince
Michaelmas, and the two indivifible halves, of man and
wife, have been emeedmﬂ'ly burthenfome to each other.
The lad§ , who has had full leifure moft minutely to con-
fider her other moiety, has cither pofitively or compara-
tively found out, that he is by no means a pretty mall,
and meditates mdemn‘ﬁcmon to herfelf, either by her re-
turn to the pretty man, or by enlifting one for the current

{ervice of the year, In thefe difpofitions fhe opens the
winter,

(14
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winter, but at the fame time, with firm and ftedfaft pur-
pofe, of not tranfgrefling the bounds, or even violating
the appearances, of virtue, But alas! how frail are all
our beft refolves! The lover appears firft in the innocent
form, of value and efteem, his converfation is liftened to
with attention, and approved of: it grows frequent and
particlar ; how can one help that? Where is the harn
of being diitinguifhed by the friendfhip of a man of fenfe
and fathion? can it be wondered at, that one converfes
more with him, than with a thoufand fools, that would
be always plaguing one? Befides, he fays nothing one
has reafon to take ill, or that would juftify one in not be-
ing civil to him.

With thefe early and juft diftin&ions in his favour, the
pretty man proceeds, and gains themore ground, ashisap-
proaches are the lefs perceived or apprehended. He isad-
mitted to the toilette,asanagreeable friend and companion,
where he improves the morning moments, which I take
to be the mollia tempora, {0 propitious to téte & tétes : here
the converfation infenfibly grows more ferious, particular
applications are made of general topics, fentiments of
love and conftancy are difcuffed ; the pretty man con-
feffes and laments his unfortunate difpofition to both, and
withes to heaven that he knew neither; the lady, not
without fome emotion, and an aukward {martnefs, tells
him that the believes they will neither of them ever do
him any great hurt. “"This unjuft reproach extorts from
him, what otherwife he could never have had the cou-
rage to have faid, wviz. that, * that depends entirely up-
“ on'her.” Here it is out, the ice is broke. What is
to be done # The lady now plainly perceives his meaning,
which fhe never before fulpeted. She flattered herfelf
that he had a friendfhip and value for her, but fhe now
finds the contrary. Sheis forry fhe has put it out of her
Power, to have any longer that efteem for him, which
fhe confeffes the once had ; but they muft never meet
2ny more, if that is to be the language. The lover, for now
I may call him {o, deprecates her wrath, bids her blame
her own beauty, and his fate, but pity him, and prefling
her hand, which, it may be, in her anger, fhe forgets
to pullaway, faithfully promifes, never to hold that Jan-
siage more, if he can help it. Upon this folemn en-
sagement, he is forgiven, re-admitted, and all danger
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is looked upon to be over. Short and fallacious fecuri-
ty ! for, this po‘m once n‘-‘m“d the b. 11wf1 if I may
borrow {fome military mc.imrm.u, 1S MO adn.mmgmu ly
pofted, is Ln a {ituation to parley with the garrifon, and
ftands fair for the boru-work. Here he can argue the cafe
fully, thew the negligence, the injuftice, or the oppref-
fion, of the prefent governor, offer tt;rmqufhonrw {afe-
ty, and better imoc, and, En perfuafions, eith 5111.
about a willing furrender, or at leaft {o far abm the vic
gor of the refiftance, as with a hitele force to make him-
felf mafter of the place.

Having thus 'lilLiL]lLEd the danger, T will now point
out the beft prefervatives, I can think nf againft .it; for
in this cafe prevention alone can be ufe dj IUH\,J'}-’ COMmES
too late.

I therefore recommend to my countrywomen, to be
particularly upon their guard, “g*?.m L..c very man whofe
conqueft ‘Um, moft with fo;, and to be affured that the
reafons which determine their choice are fo many inftances
of their danger. Let them begin to refle®, as foon as
ever they beom to find pamuu? r pleafure m his con-
verfation, and let them tremble when they firlt make him 4
oraver curtely than they do to other Irk_\rljlk_ But if, when
he appiudta them, they pull up their gloves, adjuft
their tucker, and count the fticks of their f'm let them
defpair, for they are further gone than they imagine.
And though théy may, for atime, deceive themlelves
with the notion that ; it is his underflanding only that en-
ouwe% their attention, they will find at laft “that man, like

the ferpent, when he has once got his head. in, the reft
will foon follow. Friendfhip and efteem are the | bearded
arrows of love, that enter with eafe, but, when tom
out, leave the wound greater,

A conftant d[ﬁ'pfltl(, , and hurry of various trifles,
of great ufe in this cafe, and does not give leifure to the
mind to receive lafting impreflions; but beware of feled
coteres, where, without an engagement, a lady pafles but
for *“ an odd body.”

A courfe of vifiting-days is alflo an excellent preferva-
tive againft an attachment, The Tigorous mnp-m es of
thofe tremendous tribunals, fulminated b} the old and
ugly, upon the young and fair, and where, as in the
inquifition, the flighteft fufpici 0Bs amount o p'ooﬂi

mul
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muft neceffarily ftrike great terror, and infpire wholefome
refolutions.

I abfolutely prohibit balls ; the agitation of country-
dances putting the blood into an unufual ferment, too fa-
vourable to the partner. Befides, they often encourage,
and caule, the firft {queeze by the hand ; which, accord-
ingas it is taken, iseither laid to the violence of the paf-
fion, or excufed by the impetuofity of the dance. More-
over, there is a certain figure called /esting, that often oc-
cafions a familiar collifion, which I have often known
ominous, and in its confequences productive of otber
Jigures.

Mafquerades fhould be ufed with great care and mode=
ration ; for, though I do not look upon them as either
convenient or neceflary for the ratification of mutual love
and alliance, I hold them to be exceedingly commodious
for the previous negotiations ; and there are certain fecret
arficles in thofe treaties, which are better afked, heard,
and adjufted, between the contracting parties, under :
mafque than barefaced.

have no objetion to operas ;-the inpocence of the
compofition admitting of no application, and conveying
no idea whatfoever : what little inconveniencies might be
apprehended from the foftnefs and terdernef(s of the mu-
fic, are amply counterbalanced, Sopranos being the ob-
jectsof the attention, and raptures of the ladies. - And I
have even known this harmlefs mufical attachment #and
many a fine woman in great ftead.

But I require them to be very cautious in the choice and
ufe of the other theatrical entertainments, and avoid the
reprefentation of thofe dramatic pieces, both tragic and
comic, which feem only calculated to foften the heart,
and inflame the imagination. What warm and pleafin
deferiptions of love are our beft tragedies filled with ! It
18 commonly what the whole turns upon, and is repre-

fented as the only comfort, pleafure, or joy, oflife. It
18 dCfCi'ibed? as

“ The cordial drop, heavex in our cup has thrown,
¢ To make the naufeous draugh of life go down.”’

And can one wonder then, that alady, who does not
find this mcomparable drop at home, fhould feek for it
elfewhere ?

VOL. H. G. u‘rﬁ
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We are told in another place, that,

s ] ife withoutlove is load, and time ftands ftill :
¢ What we refufe to love to death we give,
¢ And, then, then only when we love we live.”

This at once explains the whole thing to them, and
accounts fortheir _)--.*w*ircd of their country rére-a-rétes,
with their hufbands, and for their {aying fo  often,
“ Well! this is not living f” It feemns it was all for want
of love an omiilion which they refolve, not to be much
ngcr qw rof.

Mr. Dl\d“n exprefles himfelf with ftill. more energy
upon this fubje¢t in Aurengzebe, and paints it in the
warmeit and moft glowing colours ; with him, it is the
pleafure,

¢ Where nature fums up all her joys in one;”
and which,

¢ So fills the fenfes, that the foul feems fled,
“ And thought itfelf does for the time lie dead.”

Muft not fuch lively deferiptions as thefe, independently
of certain hints of nature, tempt L.urloﬁty to make a tridl
of the truth ? Andis it poﬁ1bh, not to pm,, rather than
blame, the experiments, which a lady is thus firongly
pr omp.u,d to make ?

But this is not all ; for, left thefe tender fentiments and
lufcious defcriptions (hould only foften the heart, ou
beft comedies come in to their aid, with their pra atici

art , and pin the batket. Here the ways and means ai
chalked out, the p]eaﬁno progrefs of love delineated, and
even the Loncluﬁon of it almoft exhibited. It is unlij
for the audience, that Berynthia, in the Relapfe, had an
inner room, where fhe and her lover retire. But, how-
ever, that the audience may not be much longer inth
dark than fhe had been, fhe takes care to inform them,
that fhe never was better pleafed in all herlife.

Belinda, in taking her leave of Mr. Dorimant, aftel
having paffed part of the night with him, feems moﬁ pe:
mtenmaily to fay, ¢ Well, were this to do again ;" bl

upon Mr. Dorimant’s anfwmnw sNe lnould do ff
¢t f‘]()hld



thy
=

1al

an

nd
il
cal
e
nd

an
We
he

oy

ter
at,
ity
ld

— e it At Sy T

MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. XV. 83

“ fhould not we ?”” She tenderly replies, ¢ I believe we
“ fhould.” Can one refufe to give credit to the {o re-
cent teftimonies and experience of two ladies of fuch
agreeable characters ? And the belief of a pleafure, natu-
rally invites to the purfuit of it,

It would be endlefs to fpecify the particular plays
which I muft totally prohibit ; butI believe the beft, and
fhorteft general rule, that I can give my countrywomen,
is abfolutely to abftain from all thofe, which they like beft.

There are certain books too, of 2 moft {timulating and
inflammatory nature, a few dofes of which may throw
the reader into fuch a fever, that all the cooling and fo-
porific volumes of our modern divines may not be able to
abate, and which can only be cured by {trong {udorifics,
The catalogue of thefe books would be endlefs = but my
fair readers will pretty well guefs at them, when I tell
them, that I mean thofe, which are generally kept under
lock and key, and which, when an y body comés in, are
immediately clapt under the cufhion.

I have but one caution more to add; but that is, it may
be, the moft material one of all ; to beware of morning
vifits. Breakfaft-time is a critical period 3 the {pirits are
frefh and active, and, if the watchful lover comes in {foon
after the drow(y hufband is gone out, it prefents to the
lady a contraft too favourable to the former. The inter-
poﬁng tea-table 1s but a weak barrier againft Impatient
love, Opportunity invites, refentment provokes, nature
at leaft approves ; and, in fuch a violent fituation,

“ She, who alone her lover can withftand,
“ Is more than woman, or he lefs than man.”

G 2 XVI. C O M-
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84
XVI.
COMMON SENSE.
SaTUuRDAY, Keb. 11, 1738. N2 5z,

¢ Ne vitam tranfeant, veluti pecora ; qu® natura prona, atque
ventri obedientia finxit.” SALLUST.

Lefl they fhould pafs their time like the

5 3 7
’M-’r i f’ arov llr:'r’l,r".'f.f',' this earthy and

g_ A S T E iS now i‘['l'.i _l'ﬁf_'-_il';'i'a-“-"[,-_

L

et the fallad
8| d of the fafhion-
| [ . ] ey ] ' 3 1 -i‘ o :: P ]
able world. Every thing muft be done with taiie: thal
b'r..lL where and W :L'c].]_ that taite y Ot { 111 tf:

n, for, after all the pains I have :zx-_ax,ll t\_a “ndn-.lt

hat was meant by the word, and whether thofe who
ui”n of Oneft “1"1 any clear ide -2 annexed to 1it, I have
only been able negatively to difcover 'i*'“t they do not
mean their own natural tafte ; but, on the contrary, that
they have facrificed it to an imaginary one, of which they
can give no account. . They build houles 1'1 tafte, which
tht\ cannot live in with conveniency *; they fi fier with
impatience the mufic they pretend to hear with rapture,
and they even eat nothing they like, for the fake of eal-

ar 1g in tafte.

Not for himfelf, he {ees, or hears, or eats,
Artifts muft chufe his pictures, mufic, meats.
Pore.

It is certain the commandments, now fo much neglect-
d, if not abrogated, might be (rulLi\-Ld with much lefs
felf-denial, than thefe imaginary laws of tafte, tow hichfo
exact and 1uulem[5 an obedience is pL.ld
I take tafte, whennot ufed for the fenfation of the pa-
late, which is its proper fignification, to be a metaphor,
to exprefs that judgment each man forms to | umitlfu
thofe things, which are not contained in any certain
rules,
# This was the cafe of a general, who, havingapplied to an Englifh no-
bleman, celebrated for his tatte in dlChlt\.ﬂur(. to direct the building of2
houfe fnr himfelf, had one conftruéted indeed with great elegance and re
gularity on the outﬂk, but altogether deflitute of every convenience for
a family to live in. Lord Chefterfield upon fecing it, told the general if
I had your houfe, I would hire the oppafite one to live in, and enjoy th
profpect.
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rules, and which admit of no demonftration; thus
circles and equilateral triangles allow of no tafte,
they muft beas they are ; but the colors 1hm are drawn
in, or the materials they are mhde of, depend upon fancy
or talte.—In building, there are cqmm nccc{ﬁm rules
founded upon nature, as, that the ftronger muft fupport
the weaker, &c. but the ornamental “and convenient
parts are the objects of tafte. Hence ariles the propriety
of the "‘"“Hp‘fm“ becaufe tafte in every thing is undeter-
l']'l‘ﬂ\.-.l and perfonal, as in the palateand all our other

{fenfes; nay even our minds are as differently affefted as
our palates, by the fame things, when thofe thir ngs are

not of a nature to be afcertained and demo:nmatcd.

However, this right of tafting for one’s {elf, which
feems to be the natural tmxnem of man kind, is now to-
tally furrendered even in the proper fenfe of the word ;
and if a man would be well receive d n good Lf‘ﬂl')“lﬂ}",
he muft eat, though with reluctance, accoxdmo to the
laws of fome eminent glutton at Pa 11:. pr omujoatﬂd here
by the laft-imported i;uu h cook, withing Jli the while
within himfelf, that he durft avow his natural tafte, for
good native beef and pudding.

The abfurdity, as well as the real ill confequences, of
this prevailing affectat; ion, has, I confefs excited my
wrath; and I refolved that the nubnht\, and gentry of this
kingdom fhould not go on to ruin their fortunes and con-
ftitutions, without hﬁ:'umg at leaft the reprefentations and
admonitions of common fenfe.

Eating, itfelf, feems to me, to be rather a fubjeét of
humiliation than of pride, fince the imperfection of our
nature appears, in the daily neceflity we lie under of re-
cruiting it in that manner. So that one would think the
only care of a rational being fhould be, to repair his de-
caying fabric as cheap as pnﬂlbl But the prefent fathion
Is due&h contrary : and eating, now, is the greateft
pride, bufinefs, and expence ofhfe and that too, not to
fupport, but to deftroy nature.

The frugal meal was antiently the time of unbending
the mind by chearful and i improving converfation, and
the table-talk of | ingenious men has been thought wortI
tran{mitting to ]mﬁentv The meal is now at once the
moﬁ frivolous and moft fﬁllO‘lS part of life. 'The mind is
bent to the utmoft, and all the attention exerted, for

what ¢
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what? The critical examination of compound difhes:
and if any two or thiee people happen to fart fome ufe-
ful or agreeable fubject of converfation, they are foon in-
terrupted, and overpowered by the extatic interjections
of, excellent ! exquifite ! delicious! Pray tafte this, you
never eat a better thing 1n your life. Is that good ? Isit
tender ? Isit feafoned enough ? Would it have been bet-
ter fo? Of fuch wretched ftuff as this «does the pre-
{ent table-talk wholly confift, in open defiance of all con-
verfation and common fenfe. I could heartily with that
a collection of it were to be publithed for the honor and
glory of the performers; but for want of that, I fhall
give my readers a fhort {pecimen of the moft ingenious
table-talk, I have lately heard carried on with moft wit
and {pirit.

My lord, having tafted and duly confidered the Becha-
mele, fhook his head, and then offered as his opinion to
the company, that the garlic was not enough concealed,
but earneftly defired to know their fentiments, and beg-
ged they would tafte it with attention.

The company, after proper deliberation, replied, that
they were of his lordfhip’s opinion, and that the garlic did
indeed diftinguifth itfelf too much : but the mastre & botd
interpofing reprefented, that they were now ftronger than
ever in garlic at Paris; upon which the company one and
all faid, that altered the cafe.

My lord, having fagacioufly {melt at the breech of a
rabbit, wiped his nofe, gave a fhrug of fome diffatisfac
tion, and then informed the company, that it was not ab-
folutely a bad one, but that he heartily wifhed it had
been kept a day longer. Ay, faid Sir Thomas, withan
emphafis, a rabbit muft be kept, And with the guts in
too, added the colonel, or the devil could not eat it. Here
the maitre d'botel again interpofed, and faid that they eat
their rabbits much fooner now than they ufed to doat
Paris. Are you fure of that ? faid my lord, with fome
vivacity. Yes, replied the maltre d’bbtel, the cook had
a letter about it laft night, I am not forry for that, re-
joined my lord ; for, to tell you the truth, I naturally
love to eat my meat before it flinks. Thereft of the com-
pany, and even the colonel himfelf, confefled the fame.

This ingenious and edifying kind of converfation con-
tinued, without the leaft interruption from common fenfe,

' ' A through
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through four courfes, which lafted four hours, till the
company could neither fwallow norutter any thing more.

A very great perfon among the antients was very pro-

erly afkked, if he was not athamed to play {o well upon
the fiddle 2 And one may {urely with as much reafon afk
thefe illuftrious moderns, if they are not afhamed of being
fuch good cooks.

It is really not to be imagined withwhat profound know-
ledge and erudition our men of quality now treat thefe
culinary fubjects, and I cannot but hope that fuch excel-
lent critics willat laft turn authors themfelves; nay,I dai-
ly expect to fee a digeft of the whole art of cookery by
fome perfon of honor.

I cannot help hinting, by the way, to thefe accurate
kitchen critics, that it does not become them to be face-
tious and fatyrical upon thofe differtations, which ladies
fometimes hold upon their drefs, the fubject being by no
means fo low nor {o trifling.

Though fuch a degree of affetted gluttony, accom-
panied with {uch frivolous difcourfes, is pardonable in
thofe who are little {fuperior to the animals they devour,
and who are only fruges confumere nati, 1 am furprized and
hurt when I fee men of parts fall intoit, fince it not only
fufpends the exercife of their parts for the prefent, but
impairs them, together with their health, for the future;
and if fools could contrive, I fhould think they had con-
trived this method of bringing men of fenfe down fo
them; for it is certain, that when a company is thus
gorged, glutted, and loaded, there is not the leaft diffe-
rence between the moft ftupid and the wittieft man init.

What life in all that ample body, fay
W hat heavenly particle infpires the clay ?
The foul fubfides, and wickedly inclines

To feem but meortal even in found divines.
PorE,

ﬁ Though an excefs in wine is highly blameable, it is {ure-
ly much more pardonable, asthe progreflive fleps to it
are chearful, animating, and feducing : the melancholy
are for a while relieved, the grave are enlivened, and the
witty and the gay feem almoit infpired ; whereas in eat-
ing, after nature 1s once fatisfied, which fhe foon is, every
additional morfel carries dulnefs and ftupidity along withit,
' Moreover,
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Moreover, thefe glorious toils are crowned with the
jJuft rewards of all chronical diftempers ; the gout, the
flone, thefcurvy,and the palfy, are the never-failing tro-
phies of their atchievements. Were thefe honors, like
imple knighthood, only to be enjoyed by thofe who had
merited them, 1t would be no great matter ; but unfor-
tunately, like baronetfhip, they defcend to and vifit their
innocent children. Itis already very caly to diftinguifh
at {ight the puny fon of a compound entremets, from the
lufty offspring of beef and pudding : and I am perfuad-
ed, the next generation of the nobility will be arace of
pale-faced, fpindle-fhanked Lilliputians, the moft vige:
rous of whom will not come up to an abortion of John
de Gaunt’s. Nor does the mifchief even ftop here, for
as the men of fathion frequently condefcend to commu-
nicate themfelves to families of inferior rank, but better
conftitutions, they enervate thofe families too, and pre-
{ent them with fickly helplefs children, to the great prejus
dice of the trade and manufactures of this kingdom.

Some people have imagined, and not without fome
degree of probability, that animal food communicates its
qualities with its nourithment. In this fuppofition it was,
that Achilles, who was not only born,- and bred, but fed
up too for a Hero, was nourithed with the marrow of
lions; and we all know what a fine lion he turned outat
laft. Should this rule hold, it muft bea melancholy re:
fleCtion to confider, that the principalingredients in the
food of our principal nobility, is effence of fwine,

The Egyptians, who were a wife nation, thought {0
much depended upon diet, that they dieted their kings,
and prefcribed by law both the quality and quantity of
their food. Itismuch to be lamented, that thofe billsof
fare are not preferved to this time, fince they might have
been of fingular ufe in all monarchical governments ; but
it isreafonable to be conjeftured, from the wifdom of that
people, that they allowed their kings no aliments of a bi-
lious or a choleric nature, and onlyfich as {weetened theit
Juices, cooled their blood, and enlivened their faculties,
if they had any,

The common people of this kingdom are dieted by
laws ; for, by an aét pafled about two years ago, not lefs
advantageous to the crown than to the people, the ufe of
a liquor which deftroyed both their minds and their bo-

dies,
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dies, was wifely prohibited, and by repeated acts of par-
liament, their food is reduced to a very modeft and whole-
fome proportion. Surely then the nobility and gentry of
the kingdom deferve fome attention too, not fo much in-
deed for their own fakes, as for the {ake of the public,
which is in fome meafure under their care : for if a porter ,
when full of gin, could not do his bufinefs, Iam apt to
think a privy counfellor, when loaded with four courfes,
will but bungle at his.

Suppofe, for inftance, a number of perfons, not over-
lively at beft, fhould meet of an evening to concert and
deliberate upon public meafures of the utmoft confe-
quence, grunting under the load and repletion of the
{trongeft meats, panting almoft in wvain for breath, but
quite in vain for thought, and reminded only of their ex-
iltence by the unfavory returns of an olio; what good
could be expe¢ted from fuch a confultation ? The beft
one could hope for would be, that they were only affem-
bled for fhew, and not for ufe ; not to propofe or advile,

but filently to fubmit to the orders of fome one man

{1
there, who, feeding like a rational creature, might have
the ufe of his underftanding.

I would therefore recommend it to the confideration of
the legiflature, whether it may not be neceffary to pafs an
act, to reftrain the licentioufnefs of eating, and aflign
certain diets to certain ranks and ftations. 1 would hum-
bly fuggeft the ftrick vegetable as the propereft minifterial
diet, being exceedingly tender of thofe faculties in which
the public is fo highly interefted, and very unwilling they
fhould be clogged or mcumbered. :

But T do moft ferioufly recommend it to thofe who,
from their rank and fituation in life, fettle the fafhions,
and whofe examples will in thefe forts of things always
be followed, that they will by their example, which
Will be more effeftual than any law, not only put
a ﬁgp. to, but reform, the ridiculous, expenfive, and
Pernicious luxury of tables they are the people whom
all inferior ranks imitate, as far as they are able, and
commonly much farther, It is their fatal example that
has feduced the gentry, and people of {maller fortune,
Mto this nafly and ruinous excefs. Let their example
tien, at laft, reclaim them; let thofe who are able

io
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o bear the expence, and known not orudoe it. otv
ih?. firft }blowlm this extra -.--:-*Lfrzzmzrl (;C:}lltf-bllr:dﬁi o gn?

avag y 3 let them avow
their own natural tafte, for nature is in every thing plain
and fimple, and gratify it decently, ata ﬁ'ugﬁl and
wholefome table, inftead of purchafing ftupidity and
diftempers at the expence of their time and their eftates,
And they may depend upon it, that a fathion fo conve-
nient, as to the fortunes and the conftitutions of their
fellow fubjeéts, will chearfully be followed, and univer-
fally prevail, to the great advantage of the public.

XVIIL
COMMON SENSE

SaTurDAY, March 4, 1738. N° z7.

I TOOK my leave fome time ago of the daily filly
Gazetteers, and promifed to take no further notice of
them ; but then I only promifed that impunity to ther
folly and abfurdity. Now, whether they underftood
that amnefty to extend farther than I meant it, or whe-
ther, with the laft three or four fhillings paid them by
Pounce with a P, they likewile received orders to be
{aucy and impertinent, I cannot tell; but be that as it
will, they have of late been fo impudently perfonal upon
one worthy gentleman ®, that I cannot help ftepping a
little out of my way to give them a kick: nor is this
the greateft provocation they have given me; for, not-
withftanding the regard I have for the charater of that
young gentleman, with whom they are o free, I am
more incenfed againft them for difturbing the afhes of
the dead, and for prefuming, as they do, to touch Cr
cero with their impure and unhallowed hands. 1T there-

fore begin, by abfolutely forbidding them even to men-
' tion,

* Mr. afterwards lord Lyttleton, who had been moft grofsly abufed,
both in doggrel verfe, and in dull profe, by the authors of the Gazetteer.
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tion, directly or indirectly, the name of Cicero, till they
have firft read and underftood him in the original ; which,
as I take 1t, amounts to a perpetual prohibition.,

I have fo much charity for the poor devils, as to be-
lieve they would not write at all, if they could help it,
and that they would write better if they could. I never
looked upon their daily labors as voluntary, but confider-
ed themas the productions of headsand {tomachs equally
empty, and I really took in their papers out of charity,
for, as to any other ufe I make of ‘them, I might be fup-
plied cheaper; but I muft tell them that, if they grow
petfonally feurrilous, I fhall withdraw my charity, and
common fenfe fhall purfue them, though indeed I fear
it will never overtake thgm.

By what I can underfland of their papers, they feem
to have a great diflike 1o a certain young gentleman,

whom they have fometimes almoft called by his own
name, and of late by a hard Latin name. [ confefs it
is very natural they fhould diflike him, nor am I in the
leaft furprized that he fhould be the obje of their fatire,
when I confider the ufeful fubjects of their panegyrics;
but then [ muft intimate to them, that they proceed ve-
ry injudicioufly, and do him a fervice which they little in-
tended. Would they hurt him, they fhould commend
him, for they are very fure that nobody will take their
words for any thing ; but when fuch wretched advocates,
and profligate panegyrifts of corruption, oppreflion,
fraud, and all political immorality, dire¢t their {atire at
one man, it is marking him out to the public, asa perfon
emimnently diftinguifhed by all the oppofites of thofe vices.
T'he execution too of their defign is as injudicious, as
the defign itfelf, They, fomewhere or other, had an im-
perfect account of one Cicero, who had no mind that one
Cacilius, a young man, fhould be the profecutor of one
Verres, an old rogue, and that this fame Cicero had told
this Ceecilius, that he was too vain and enterprizing for
{0 yopng a man, and wholly unequal to the tafk he un-
dertook. ‘This they thought was a pure fecrap of hif
tory for them, and refolved to apply it immediately,
when behold the misfortune that always attends igno-
Tance and prefumption! all the particular circumftances
of that affair made againit them, and fuggefted ugly ap-
Plications elfewhere. =~ When I faw that they made this

young
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young gentleman, Cecilius, 1 wasreally afraid for them,
3nd wenton with impatience to fee who t}m} would ma I\eu
Verres: but I perceived they had pr udently avoided this
danger, and wifely, as Lhe} thought, dubbed their p pa-
tron Hortenﬁm vho being a great lover of pictures and
ftatues, was bri de b\, a {phynx of curious workmanthip
and of ineftimable value, to appear as the advocate of
the moft flagitious ILl.O\.\, and the moft infamous caufe
that Rome ever knew. He pmﬁltmed his elequence to
the defence of peculation and corruption, and, by fkreen-
ing the moft infamous of men, bstame little lef fo him-
felf. This circumftance is an unlucky one; I leave it
with them to confider of.

As to their Cecilius himfelf, i is wall known to every
body but them, that he was a fham profecutor, fet on by
Verres himfelf to prevent a real one. He had beena
fharer both of hig, plunder and of his guilt, and, upon a
pretended concerted quarrel between them, offe red him-
felf as the properelt perfon to profecute this affair ; but
Cicero, who was in earneft, and determined that ]UIULC‘
thould be done upon {o notorious an offender, difcovered
and defeated this ftratagem, obtained the manmrcmcnt
of the caufe, pufhed it with vigor and abilities, and got
the criminal condemned: Was the charaéter of Ceecilius
really applicable to this young gentleman, were there any
hopcs that he could ever be brought to fkreen the moft
notorious corruption, I dare fay, he would meet with the
approbation, inftead of the cenfure, of this virtuous fo-
ciety ; and I am apt to think, that it is his unlikenefs to
Cacilius, and his refemblance to Tully, which have
drawn their indignation upon him.

A late very ingenious author has moft judicioufly ob-
ferved, in his mcomp'nelic and fhort effay towards a
chqraét{:;, &c. that pictures ought to be like the perfons
they are drawn for, nay fo like, as to be known by their
acquaintance : but 'thefe wretched rogues are confcious
they are fuch bad painters, that, under the figns they
daub, they always write the name. It is fometimes 4
certain young gentleman, who is tall and lean, at other
times it is one, who was cofferer about (eventeen years
ago ; and indeed if it was not for thefe he lps, I, who
am their only reader, fhould be at a great lofs to know
whom they mean.

I have
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I have often wondered what fort of fellows this Inge-
nious {ociety was compofed of; for, that their paper is a
mofaic work of folly is evident, and I imagine it confifts
of a parcel of poor devils, who have either failed in
their {everal trades, or who had never parts enough to be
bound out, affifted {fometimes by what they call an able
band, fuch as a mungrel lawyer, a tattered reverend, or
a facetious clerk of an office, who, by fending them a .
paper now and then, get them a holiday from their daily
drudgery ; and here I cannot help condoling with them
for the irreparable lofs they have lately {uftained, by the
untimely and violent death of Mr. Carr*, who, I am
told, was reckoned their top hand : fo far is certain, that
the under fheriff, to whom that unhappy author gave his
papers, was {o firuck with the fimilitude of ftyle between
them and the Daily Gazetteers, that he was heard to fay,
however juftly Mr, Carr might have {uffered, the admini-
ftration would ftill have a great lofs of him.

As to thofe of his fraternity, who ftill furvive and
write, I have no more time to lofe upon them, than juft
to fay, that when they anfwer this, if they are ordered
fo to do, I abfolutely bar their {uppofing it to be written
by the gentleman himfelf, whom it is defigned to vindi-
cate. This they have often praétifed, and feem to think
It very cunning, whereas it cannot poflibly pafs on any
mortal ; for there is not, certainly, more than one man in
the kingdom, whofe condition is fo bad, that he could
not find a friend to write in defence of him, when at-
tacked, without being paid for it.

Having faid thus much to thefe miferable journeymen,
whom the world and I equally defpife, T will juft drop
one word to their paymafter, whoever he may be; which
15, thatif he either encourages or fuffers thefe fcurrilities
upon the private concerns and characters of others, who
ha}'e always {corned to attack him out of his public cha-
tacter, let him ftrictly examine himfelf, and his own cir-
cumitances, and coniider whether ample returns may not
be made him by better pens, and with more truth, than
€ver were or will be employed on his fide.

XVIII. CO M-
* He

.- Was an attorney, and was concerned in a confiderable rabbery,
for whic} s

2 e was tried, caft, and executed.
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XVIIL

COMMON SENSE.
SaTurpaY, O&. 14, 1738. N@ 8g.

SUCH is. the uncertainty and inftability of the things
of this world, that there is fcarce any event, which ought
to {urprife us, or any thing new to be faid upon it. ‘The
greateflt empires, and beft-modelled governments, have
been fuddenly overturned by unexpected occurrences of
unlucky. and unforefeen accidents. Notwithftanding
which, when one fees great and fudden revolutions hap-
pen, one cannot help falling into trite obfervations, which
a thoufand events of the {fame kind had (uggefted to
thoufands of people before.

I confefs this happened to me lately, when I heard that
operas were no more, and that too at a time when the vi-
gor and fuccefs,with which a fubfcription was carried on,
both by the great and the fair, feemed to promife themin
their fulleft luftre. *¢ Shall the kings, and the minifters
“ of the earth, cried I, be furprized when their beft-
¢ concerted {chemes are defeated ; {chemes which it is
¢ generally the common intereft of mankind to defeat?
*¢ and muft we behold, unmoved, the fatal cataftrophe
¢ of that great defign, which the common pleafures of
“ mankind feemed engaged to {upport?” Many othe
reflections cccurred to me, which, though I thought new
at the ime, Iam fince perfuaded were made by the Affy-
rians, the Medes, the Perfians andothers, upon the
fubverfion of their feveral empires; and therefore I fhall
not trouble my readers with them.

But I came at laft to confider, as 1 always do, how
far, and in what manner, this great event might poffibly
affect the public, and whether the the ceffation of operas
would prove a national lofs, or a national advantage : for
public diverfionsare by no means things indifferent ; they
give a right or a wrong turn to the minds of the people,
and the wifeftgovernments in the world, I mean,tobe fure,

our own,thought {o not above two years ago,and prudently
fubjected
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fubjected all our public entertainments to the wifdom and
care of the lord chamberlain, his licenfer, or his licenfer’s
deputy-licenfer. ‘

Was I to follow the examples of the greateft hiftorians,
I thould fearch into, and affign the caufes of this revolu-
tion, and might poflibly affirm, with more certainty than
they commonly do, that the unfkilfulnefs of the com-
polers, the immoderate profit of the petformers, the
partialities of the goverriors, and the influence of fo-
reign miftrefles, naturally produced this event. But I
wave, at prefent, thele reflections, in order to confider
the effects of mufic in general.

Mufic was held in great efteem among the antients,
particularly the Greelks, , who looked upon it as the necef-
fary part of the education of their youth, and thought
the due regulation of it worthy the care of their laws
in fo much that Timotheus was condemned by a decree
of the Lacedeemonians, for ntroducing innovations in
their mufic, and con upting the true eftablithed tafte,
Which decree Bogtius has preferved to us in the original.
It fays, that Timotheus of Miletum, being come into
their town, had fhewn great difregard to the antient mu-
fic. and the antient lyre, that he had multiplied the founds
of one, and the ftrings of the other, and that, inftead of
the plain, expreflive manner of finging, he had invented
a fantaftical new one, where he had introduced the chro-
matic, &c. He was therefore publicly reprimanded by
the ephori, and his lyre was ordered to be altered.

. This is not to be wondered at, confidering the affo-
nithing effe@ts which the beft hiftorians aflure us mufic had
in thofe days, and of which I fhall give fome inftances.

. The Pyrrhic tune, as is well known, had fuch a mar-
tial influence, that, in a very little time, it fet the au-
dience a fighting, whether they would or not. ‘This tune,

y the way, muft have infinitely exceeded our beft mo-
eI marches, which, by what I have been able to ob-
lerve in Hyde Park, rather fets our army a dancing, than
a ﬁghtmg. I afcribe this difference wholly to the un-
fkilfulnefs of our modern compofers; for I will never be-
lieve that my countrymen have not as much potential
courage in them as the Greeks, if properly excited, T
therefore wifh the Pyrrhic tune had been tran{mitted

down
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down to us, to have been ufed in proper places, and upon
proper occahum

The Phrygian mulfic inclined as‘much to love, and
Quintilian tells us that Pythagoras, hauno obferved 1
young man {o inflamed by this Phrygian modula-
tion, that he was going to offer violence to a lady of con-
dlti()ﬂ lmmcdntgl\, ordered the inftruments to play in a
graver meafure, called the {pondee, which mfmnll}
checked the gallant’s defires, and faved the lady’s chaf-
tity. A ftwnﬂf inftance this of the force of mufic, and
the fagacity of the philofopher! though by the way, if
that Phrygian movement had the fame effect upon the
lady, whichit] had upon the gentleman, the philofopher’s
interpofition might pr\} bly be,but unwelcome. QOur
operas have not ‘been known to occafion any attempts of
this violent nature; which I likewife impute to the effefts
of the comy nihlon and not to any dcnfn,e of infenfibi-
lity or moddu in our youth, and who, it muft be owned,
give a fair hmuno to mull-.,? and mwle fhort bobs feem
qdmuqbl\, contrived for the better reception of founds.

Dion Chryfoftomus informs us, that the mufician Ti-
motheus, pl_l}sng one day upon the flute before Alex-
ander the Great, in the movement called Ortios, that
prince 1mmtdsmd\ laid hold of his great fword, and was
with difficulty hindered from doing mifchief, rcftmmed
no doubt, by fome prudent and pacific minifter. And
Mr. Dndcn in his celebrated ode upon St. Cecilia’s
day, repre ents that hero alternately affeted, in the
high et dcglce, by tender or martial founds, now lan-
gmihmo in the arms of his courtezan, Thais, and anon
furious, imtcflmrr a flambeau,and cttmrr fire to the town
of Per fl solis. This we lmc lately h eard, fet to mufic
by the greqt Mr. Handel, who, for a modern, certainly
excels in the Ortios, or W fnhm meafure, But we have
fome reafon to think that the impreffions, which it was
obferved to make upon the audience, {oon gave way (0
the Phrygian or lafcivious movement.

I am apt to believe that in mufic, as in many othe!
arts and fciences, we fall infinitely fhort of the s intients.
For 1 take it for oranted, that we Thould be open to the
{fame 1mprehoms “if our cr;mpr\fors had but the fkillto
make them. However, though mufic does not nov

caufe thofe furprizing effects which it did fo;mc,ll)ﬁ‘
1
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ftill retains power enough over men’s paflions, to make
it worth our care: and I heard fome perfons, equally
fkilled in mufic and politics, affert, that King James was
fung and fiddled out of this kingdom by the proteftant
tune of Lillybullero, and that fomebody elfe would have
been fiddled into it again, if a ceértain treafonable Jacobite
tune had not been timely filenced by the unwearied pains
and diligence of the adminiftration.

The bag-pipe, I am credibly informed, has been known
to have a wonderful effe¢t upon our countrymen the
North Britons, and to influence whole clans; which I am
the more inclined to believe, becaufe I have really {feen it
do ftrange things here.

The Swifs, who are not a people of the quickeft fen-
fations, have at this time a tune, which, when played
upon their fifes, infpires them with fuch a love of their
country, that they run home as faft as they can: which
tune, 4s therefore, under fevere penalties, forbid to be
played, when their regiments are on {ervice, becaufe they
would inftantly defert., Could fuch a tune be compofed
here, it would then be worth the nation’s while to pay the
piper, and one could eafily fuggeft the proper places for
the performance of it: for inftance, it might be of great
ufe, at the opening of certain aflemblies, where prayers
have already proved ineffectua , and the ferjeant at arms
and the gentleman uther of the black-rod thould be in-
ftrutted to play it in perfection. The band of court mu-
fic would of courfe execute it incomparably, where it
would doubtlefs have all the effe@ which could be expedt-
ed. I would therefore moft earneftly recommend it to
the learned door Green, to turn his thoughts that way.
It isnot from the leaft diftruft of Mr. Handel’s ability that
I addrefs myfelf preferably to doctor Green : but M.
Handel, having the advantage to be by birth a German,
might probably, even without intending it, mix {ome
modulations in his compofition, which might give a Ger-
Man tendency to the mind, and therefore greatly leffer
the national benefit I propofe by it, -

How far the polite part of the world is affeted by the
celfation of operas, 1am no judge myfelf; but I afked a
young gentleman of wit and pleafure about town, whe-
ther he did not apprehend that he thould be a {ufferer by

it i:lrhis way of bufinefs, for that I prefumed thofe foft
Vor, II. H and
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and tender founds foothed and melted the faireft breafl,
and fitted them to receive impreflions? He anfwered
me very frankly, that, as far as he could judge, the lofs
would be but inconfiderable to their profeflion, that fome
years ago, indeed, the tafle of mufic, being expreffive
and pathetic, had infpired tender {fentiments, and foften-
ed ftubborn virtue, but the fathion being of late for both
the compofersand the performers only to thew what tricks
they could play, had rather taught the ladies to play tricks
too, than made the proper impreflions upon them, and
that he oftner found them tired than {oftened, at the end
of an opera. ‘But he confeifed that they might happen
to mifs the opera books a little, becaufe, as moft of hi
profeflion could make a fhift to read the Englifh verfionat
leaft, they found in thofe incomparable dramas, fenti-
ments proper for all fituations, which might not other-
wife have occurred to them, and which, by emphatici
figns and Jooks, they could apply to the proper objeds;
infomuch that he had often known very pretty fentimen-
tal converfations carried on through 2 whole opera by
thefe references to the book.

Having thus fhewn the powerand effes of mufic, both
among the antients and the moderns, and the good and
ill ufes which may be made of it, I {hall {fubmit it to per-
fons wifer than myfelf, what is to be done in this import-
ant crifis, I look upen operas to have been the great na-
tional eftablithment of mufic, and I am perfuaded that
innumerable fects will rife from their ruins, and break in-
to various conventicles of vocal and inftrumental, which,
if not attended to, may prove of ill confequence. But
in this, as in every thing elfe, 1 put my truft in the wif
dom of the minifters, who daily fhew that nething is
above their fkill, or below their care. Kingdoms and
gin-fellers tremble at their fleets, and their informers.
Terrible abroad, and lovely at home, they put me al-
ways in mind of that beautiful delcription, which Taflo
gives of one of his heroes,

Se'l vedi folminar, fra 'arme, au volte
Marte le ftimi; Amor fe fcopre il volto.

If you were to fee him, fays he, glittering in hisarmour,
and in all the thunder of war, you would take him for
Mars, the god of it; but when thatis over, and he lays
by his helmet, you would think him the god of love.

XIX. COM-
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XIX,

COMMON SENSE.

SaTurRDAY, Nov. 11, 1738. N° 93.
EVERY age has its fathionable follies, as well as its
fathionable vices: but, as follies are more numerous than
vices, they change oftner,and every four or five years pro-
duce anew one. I will indulge my fellow-fubjects in the
full enjoyment of fuch follies, as are inoffenfive in them-
felves, and in their confequences. Men, as well as child-
ren, muft have their play-things: but when ke nige feria
ducunt in mala, (thefe trifles lead on to real evils) I fhall
take the liberty to interpofe, reprefent, and cenfure,
Fafhion, which is always at firft the offspring of little
minds, and the child of levity, gains ftrength and fup-
port by the great number of its relations, till at length it
's received and adopted by better underftandings, who
tither conform to it to avoid fingularity, or who are fur-

j==
L=

prized into it, from want of attention to an object, which
they look upon as indifferent in itfelf, and f{o dignify and
eftablith the folly,
his is the cafe of a prefent prevailing extravagancy,
I mean the abfurd and ridiculous imitation of the French,
which is now become the epidemical diftemper of this
ingdom : not confined to thofe only, from whom one
€xpects no better, but it has even infected thofe whom
one fhould have thought much above {uch weaknefles ;
and I behold with indignation the fturdy conquerors of
ance fhrunk and dwindled into the imperfect mimics,
or ridiculous caricaturas,of all its levity. The travefly isuni-
verlal; poor England produces nothing fit to eat, or
drink, or wear. Qur cloaths, our furniture, nay our
food too, all is to come from France, and I am credibly
inf(}i'megl that a poulterer at Calais now aCtually fupplies
our polite tables with half their provifions,
H 2 Ide
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1 do not mean to undervalue the French; I know their
merit, they are a chearful, induftrious, ingenious, polite
people, and have many things in which I wifh we did
imitatethem. But, like true mimics, we only ape thei
imperfections, and aukwardly copy thofe parts, which
all reafonable Frenchmen themfelves contemn in the ori-

inals.

If this folly went no farther than difguifing both our
meats and ourfelves in the French modes, 1 thould bear
it with more patience, and content myfelf with repre-
fenting only to my country folks, that the one would
make them fick, and the other ridiculous: but when even
the materials for the folly are to be brought over from
France too, it becomes a much more ferious confideration.
Our trade and manufactures are at ftake, and what {eems
at firft only very filly, is in truth a great national evi,
and a piece of civil immotality.

There is furely fome obedience due to the laws of the
land, which ftrictly prohibit the importation of thefe
fooleries, and, independently of thofe laws, there is 2
ftrong obligation upon every member of a fociety from
which he himfelf receives {fo many advantages: thefear
moral duties, if 1 know what moral duties are, butl
prefume they are aukward ones, and not fit to reftran
the unbounded fancy of fine gentlemen and fine ladies,
in their drefs and manner of living ; and it is, certainly,
much mere reafonable, that our trade fhould decay, and
our manufatures ftarve, than that people of tafte and
conditition fhould content themfelves with the wretched
produce of their own country.

Methinks there is fomething very mean in being fich
avowed plagiaries, and I wonder the Britith fpirit wil
fubmit to it. Why will our countrymen thus diftruf
themfelves? Let them exert their own genius and inver-
tion, and I make no doubt but they will be able to produce
as many original extravagancies, as all the marfhals o
France can do.  How much more glorious would it b¢
for thofe ladies who eftablith the fafhion here, te confidd
at the fame time their own dignity, and the public gDO_d!
Let them not fervilely copy or tranflate French edicty
but let them enact original laws of their own. I look upr
on the birth-day cloaths of a fine woman to be the flatut¢
of drefs for that year : and, by the way, theonly ﬁﬂ}?}te

whicl
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which is complied with. I therefore humbly intreat, that
it may be enacted in Englith.  Serioufly, if three or
four ladies, at the head of the fathion, would but value
them{elves upon being cloathed entirely with the manu-
factures of their own country, and from the plenitude of
their own power, pronounce all foreign manufaGures un-
genteel, aukward, and frippery, the legions, who drefs
under their banner, would fuon be as much athamed of
drefling againft their country, as they are now of being
thought even natives of it. ~This would be moreover the
real imitation of the French, who like nothing but their
own,

What I have faid with relation to my fair countrywo-
men holds equally true, as to my fine countrymen, to
whom I cannot help hinting, over and above, that they
make very ridiculous Frenchmen, and might be very va-
luable Englithmen. Every nation has its diftinguifhing
mark and charateriftic. ~ If we have a {olidity, which
the French have not, they moft certainly have an elafli-
city, which we have not; and the imitation is equally auk-
vard. Horace juftly ealls imitators fervum pecus (flavith
cattle) ; and, to do him jutice, he is himfelfan original. 1f
my countrymen would be thought converfant with Ho-
tace, as the moft of them would be, I am fure they will
find in him no inftance of foppery, luxury, or profufion.

We have heard with fatisfaction that fome confider-
able perfons in this kingdom, from a juft and: becoming
concern for our diftrefled tradefmen and manufacturers,
difcountenance, as far as poflible, this pernicious folly,
And though I make no doubt but, at the end of this long
mourning, by which trade has fuffered fo immenfely,
‘ome meafures will be taken to this effect elfewhere, this
would be the moft likely way of eradicating the evil, and
51t 1s by no means unprecedented to annex certain con-
ditions to the honor and privilege of fubjects appearing
n the prefence of their fovereign, furely none can be
Julter nor more reafonable than, that they fhould contri-
bute to the pood of their country.

But the mifchief does not fiop here neither; for now
Weare not content with receiving our fathions and the
Matenals for them from France, but we even export our-
-“IVes In order to import them. The matter, it {eems,
15 of too great confequence to truft to hear-fay evid?ncc

oF 3
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for ; but we muft go ourfelves to view thofe great ori-
mnals be able to hv of our own knowledge, how fuch
a g1utton eats, and haw fuch a fool drr.ifcs, and retum
loaded with the prohibited tinfel and frippery of the pa-
lais*, Half the private families in England take a trip,
as they call it, every fummer to Paris; and I am affured,
that near four hundred thoufand pounds have been remit-
ted thither in one year, to [Lq)plv Hm extravagancy,
Should this rage continue, the act of parliament, propofed
in one of Mr. Congreve’s comedies, to prohibit the ex-
pOlt’lthIl of fools, will in 1:,.L}m become. neceffary,
Travelling is, unqubﬂ.ionubl\ a very proper part of the
education of our youth; and, like our bullion, I would
allow them to be exported. But people of a certhm age
beyond refining, and once ﬁamped here, like our coin,
fhould be confined within the kingdom., The Impief
fions they have received make them current here, but ob:
firuét their currency any where elfe, and they {)111} re-
turn difguifed, defaced, and probably much leflened
the w e.lﬁht

The fober and well- regulated family of a country gen-
tleman is a very \‘1 luable part of the community ; hej,u
keep up good neighbourhood by decent hofpitality, they
promote good manners by their exunpl:., and Ci‘CouﬂgE
labor and induftry by their confumption. But when
once they run French, if I may ufe the expreflion, and
are to be polifhed b\, this trip to Paris, I will venture
to aflure them that they may, from that day, date their
being ridiculous for ever afterwards. They are laughed
at in France, for not being like the French, the) are
laughed at here, for endeamurmg to be like them and
what is worfe, their mimicking their luxury brings ‘thert
into their ncw{hty, which ends in a moft compleat imita-
tion indeed, of their mean and fervile dependance upon
the court.

I could point out to thefeitinerant {pirits a much fhorter,
lefs expenfive,and more effectual method of travelling and

-~

frenchifying themfelves, which s, if they would but travel
to

# The place where the courts of juftice and parliament are held #
Paris, anfwering to Weftminfter-hall. Milliners and toymen are allowe ed
to have fhops and ftalls ; and know how to difpofe of their trinkets, {0
voung lawyers, foreigners, and other perfons, whom curiofity or idlenef
draws to this place.
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to old Soho, and ftay two or three months in /e quartier des
Grees*; lodgings and /Jegumes are very cheap there, and
the people very civil to firangers. There too they might
poflibly get acquainted with fome French people; which
they never do at Paris, and, it may be, learn a little
French, which they never do in France neither: and I
appeal to any one, who has feen thofe venerable perfon-
ages of both fexes, of the refugees, if they are not
infinitely more genteel, eafier, and better drefled in the
French manner, than any of their modein Englith mimics.
As for our fair countrywomen in particular they
are fo valuable, fo beautiful a part of our own pro-
duce, and in which we fo eminently excel all other na-
tions, that I can by no means allow of their exportation :
they are furely, if I may fay fo, much more valuable
commodities than wool or fuller’s earth, the exportation
of which is fo firi¢tly prohibited by our laws, left fo-
reigners fhould have the manufadturing of them; which
reafoning holds fironger, upon many accounts, in this

cafe, than in the two others.
_ Let it not be urged, that the lofs arifing from thefe fol-
lies is but a trifling objeét with relation to our trade in ge-
neral. 'This, for aught I know, might have been true
fome years-ago: but {uch is the prefent unhappy flate of
our trade, that I doubt no object is now a trifling one,
or below the attention of every individual. After fix and
twenty years peace, we labor under every one of the
taxes which fubfifted at the conclufion of the laft expen-
five war, without reckoning fome new ones laid on fince
while other nations gradually eafed of that burthen, un-
der-work and under-fell us in every foreign market. The
laft valuable part of our trade, how has it been attacked
Tor thefe many years! and how has it been protected! It
would be unreafonable to expect that the adminiftration,
mgroffed by much greater cares, fhould attend to fo tri-
fling a confideration as trade; nor can one wonder that it
has intirely efcaped the attention of parliaments, when
one confiders, that {o many affairs of a much higher na-
ture

= '_The place, where moft of the defcendants of the French refugees
then lived. Their chapel, in which divine fervice was, and ftill continues
1t_9 be, performed, accordifig” to the rites of the church of England, had
‘ormerly belonged'to a congregation'of Greeks, and has'givén its name to
all the environs of Soho fquare.
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ture have, of late, fo advantageouily employed them,
But it therefore becomes more peculiarly the care of every
individual ; and if, from the reformation only of thofs
follies here mentioned, five or fix hundred thoufand
pounds a year may be faved to the nation, which I am
convineced is the cafe, how incumbent is it upon every one
to facrifice a little private folly to fo much public good|
It may at leaft be a reprieve to our trade and manufac-
tures from that ruin which, at beft, feems to be too near
them; and poflibly too the examples of fome private
people may, at leaft, fhame others, whofe more imme-
diate care it ought to be, into fome degree of attention t
what they have fo long feemed to neglect and defpife,

XX,
COMMON SENSE.

SATURDAY, Jan.27, 1730. N° 103

B

I HAVE lately read, with the greateft fatisfaction, the
account, printed in our public papers, of the fignal vic-
tory obtained by his majefty’s Hanoverian troops over
the Danes*, notwithitanding the great inequality of the
numbers, the Danes being at leaft thirty, and the Han-
overians at moft five hundred men; the Danes having
moreover the important fortrefs of Steinhorft to protedt,
and the counfels of counfellor Wedderkop to direct them,

As

* A more ferious account of this tranfacion, which occafioned 2 long

paper war, and was terminated in 1740 by a treaty with the king of

Denmark, is given in the Farther Vindication of the cafe of the Hatir
sver Troops, written by lord Cheflerfield and Mr. Waller,
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As the beft account of this great action is in the Daily
Gazetteer of the 25th of December laft, which nobody
reads, I will, for the {atisfaction of the curious, tranfcribe
it from thence.

‘ Hanover, December the r2th, O. S. On the 4th
inftant a detachment of Hanoverians, confifting of five
hundred men, with two field-pieces, marched to take
pofleflion of the territory of Steinhorft,which belongsto
* the privy counfellor Wedderkop, wherein were pofted
* thirty dragoons in thefervice of the king of Denmark.
The colonel who commanded the detachment no
“ fooner arrived, but he fent a lieutenant to the Danith
*“ captainin the caftle to acquaint him, that he was come
with orders to take pofleflion of it, and, if he refufed,
to turn him out by force. ‘The Danifh captain having
anfwered the lieutenant,. that he was commanded to
repel force by force, the two officers had fuch high
words, that they drew their {words and fought a duel,
in which the Danifh captain was killed on the fpot,
and the lieutenant mortally wounded. The Hanove-
rian colonel having advanced with his troops in the -
terim, to begin the attack, a very fmart {kirmith en-
fued, wherein feveral foldiers were killed on both fides.
The Danes then drew up their draw-bridges, and re-
tired into the caftle, where they defended themfelves a
while ; but the Hanoverians having, by the means of
great hooks, plucked down the bridges, they entered
the caftle and took pofleflion of it, by virtue of an'in-
ftrument drawn up by a lawyer, and a {crivener, whom
they had fent for from Hamburg, for that purpofe.”
This adion is, in my mind, as great an initance of
prudence, generofity, magnanimity, and moderation, as
any we read of in antiquity. Confidering the ftrength
of the caftle and the number of the garrifon, it was cer-
tainly prudentto fend no lefs than five hundred men to
attack it. 'The colonel fhews his generofity, in the firft
place, by fending a very civil meflage to the commanding
officer, tolet him know he was come to take poflefiion of
the caftle, and to turn him out by force, and then the ar-
dor of his courage, by not ftaying for an anfwer, but be-
gining the attack in the jurerim.  After he had poflefled
himfelf
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himfelf of the fortrefs by his hooks, and other warlike in-
ftruments, he declines the right of conqueft, which he
might undoubtedly have infifted upen, but quiets the pof-
{eflion, by virtue of an inftrument prepared by a lawyer
and {crivener, whom he had fent for from Hamburg for
that purpofe.

This umportant fortrefs, together with the eftate about
it, Iam aflured, is worth, as to the dommium utile, no lefs
than a thoufand pounds a year, and ineftimable, as to the
dominium fupremum, as it is a check to the northern pow-
ers : but the title being pretty intricate and doubtful,
his majefty bought it a pennyworth of the duke of Hol-
ftein, the laft time he vifited his German dominions, pay-
ing, I think, no more than thirty thoufand pounds for it.

I have met with fome timorous people, who appre-
hend ill confequences from this affair. The king of Den-
mark, {ay they, incenled at this treatment, will certainly
throw himfelf into the arms of France, which has, for
fome time, been endeavouring to engage him, as well as
other northern powers, provilionally in her interefts, to
facilitate her future fchemes of power and greatnefs,
Nay, more, fay they, the king of Denmark may proba-
bly refent this upon Hanover itfelf, and march a confider-
able body of troops there ; in which cafe, Hanover will
cry out murther, call upon England for help, and we may
be obliged to fend more fleets to the Baltic, and be en-
gaged 1n a war upon account of a difputed pofieffion, too
inconfiderable even for a law-{uit. But thofe, who talkin
this way, are but fhallow politicians, and have not an ade-
quate notion of the ftrength and importance of our foreign
dominions, or of the goodnefs of thofe troops. Onthe
contrary, it feemsevident to me, that the king of Den-
mark will think twice before he engages in meafures dif-
agreeable to that ftate, whofe ftrength, courage, and con-
duét, he has of late fo fenfibly experienced ; but, fhould
he take any rath and inconfiderate fiep, Hanover alone
is more than a match for him, and England neither can
nor will be engaged in that quarrel; and efpecially at a
time that our expences and fleets are employed, in ob-

taining ample reparation for our merchants, and futur€

fecurity for our trade, which, it may be, is notquite yet
accomplifhed.

Upon
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Upon this occafion, give me leave, fir, to fuggeft to
youmy thoughts, upon theluftre and advantage, which
England receives from being fo happily annexed to his
majefty’s German dominions, in an{wer to the vulgar pre-
Judices too commonly entertained again{t them.

While England was unconnefted with any dominions
upon the continent, we had only our fleets to prevent and
refift infults from other powers; whereas, by our happy
union with Hanover, we have a body of above twenty
thoufand men, moft excellent troops, to aét whenever
we think proper, without the leaft danger or expence to
England, by which too particularly we bridle the north.

The dutchy of Bremen is of infinite advantage to Eng-
land, asit fupplies us with great quantities of linen, both
for home confumption, and re-exportation, to the great
eafe of our linen manufacturers, who would otherwife be
obliged to make ten times the quantity they do now.

Hanover may be likewife of ufe to us by its example,
fince there cannot be a fironger inftance of the advan-
tages arifing toa country, from a wife and frugal admi-
niffration, than the great improvements of that electorate,
under the {ucceflive governments of his late and his pre-
fent majefty,

The whole revenues of the eletorate, at the time of
his late majefty’s acceffion to the throne of thefe realms,
did not amount to more than three hundred thoufand
pounds a year; and yet, foon afterwards the confiderable
purchafe of Bremen and Verden were made, for above
five hundred thoufand pounds fierling. Not long after
this, the number of troops, in the elettorate, was raifed
much above what it was before thought able to maintain,
and has continued ever fince upon that high eftablifh-
ment,

Since his prefent majefty’s acceffion to the electorate,
fe"ferai acquifitions have alfo been made ; and the very
laft time his majefty vifited thofe dominions, he bought in,
at the price of above a hundred thoufand pounds, the re-
venues of the poftage of the eleGorate, which was an
hﬁr&d}tary grant to the counts of Platen : andin Auguft
laft his majefty concluded the purchafe, and paid above
thirty thoufand pounds, for the fortrefs and eftates of
Steinhorft, So that upon the whole, notwithftanding

that




108 LORD CHESTERFIEL DS

that the expences for the current fervice of the year equal,
at leaft, the revenue of the electorate, yet, by a prudent
and frugal management, a million fterling at leaft has
been laid out, over and above, in new acquifitions.

If fuch frugal means had been purfued, we fhould have
been in a better condition than we now are. I cannot
help recommending to the adminiftration, here, to fol-
low the example of their German brethren, to have {pirit
enough to act, and frugality enough to put the nation in
a condition of doing it.

I am Sir,

‘ Your humble fervant,

ANGLO-GERMANICUS.

XXI.

O LD E 'NG'L AND

Or the ConsTiTuTIONAL JOURNAL ;

By Jeffrey Broad-Bottom,of Covent-Garde n,Efq;*.
SaTurpAY, Feb. g, 1743, Ne .

IT has generally been the cuftom with our hebdomadal
and diurnal authors to preface their works with an account
of their birth, parentage, and education, the company
they keep, and feveral other curious particulars relating to
their
* The refignation of Sir Robert Walpole was not attended with that
total change of men and meafures, which had been expefted. The New-
caftle party kept their ground; and by entering into a private negociation
with Mr. Pulteney and lord Carteret, {ucceeded in dividing the oppofition.
Very few of them were taken into the minifiry ; and lord Chefterfield,
who, -WiEHE feveral more, were excluded, highly complained of having
been facrificed by their friends, and lofi no opportunity of exprefling their
refentment. This paper was undertaken with that view. It madea
greatdeal of noife, and the fuppofed author and printer were taken into
cuftody. _ Lord Chefterfield owned himfelf repeatedly to his chaplain the
prefent bifhop of Waterford, author of the firft number ; and I think there
can be no doubt but that the third came from the fame hand,
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their own perfons : but as I am of opinion, that it IS more
proper for a writer to endeavour to rf:commr;mfi his bu-
finefs than his perfon to the public, I (hall inform my
reader of the one, and leave him to indulge the pleafure
of conjeQlure as to the other,

We are told by critics, that definitions ought to be
conceived in as plain, concife terms as poflible. The
world naturally expect that a public writer thould, at his
outfet, acquaint them with his principles, views, and
motives of writing ; therefore I intend, in compliance
with this expectation, to acquaint my reader in very
plain terms with thofe feveral particulars. - This is fair ;
if “he likes the definition of each, he will be curious to
know the feveral propofitions deduced from them, and
perhaps be prevailed on to encourage the doétrine arifin
upon the whole : if, on the other hand, he fhould dif-
like them, there is but little harm done, he knows what
heis to expect, and will hereafter fave both himfelf and
me the mortification of any farther interviews with one
another.

All experience convinces me, that 9o men out of 100,
when they talk of forming principles, mean no more than
embracing parties, and when they talk of fupporting their
party, mean ferving their friends, and the fervice of their
friends implies no more than confulting felf-intereft. By
this gradation, principles are fitted to party, party degene-
rates into faction, and faction is reduced to felf. For this
reafon, I openly declare that I 'think no honeft man will
implicitly embrace any party, {o as to attach himfelf to the
perfons of thofe who form it, Iam firmly of opinion,that
both in the laft and prefent age, this nation might have
been equally well ferved either by whigs or tories ; and
if fhe was not, it was not becaufe their principles were
contrary to her intereft, but becaufe their conduét was in-
confiftent with their principles.

To extend this view a little farther, I am entirely per-
fuaded that in the words, our prefent bappy eftablifbment,
the happinefs mentioned there is that of the fubjects ; and
that, if the eftablithment fhould make the prince happy
and the fubjects otherwife, it would be very juftly termed
our prefent unhappy eftablithment. Iapprehend the nati-
ondidnot think king James unworth y of the crown, merely

that
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that he might make way for the prince of Orange ; nor
can I conceive, that they ever precluded themfelves from
dealing by king William, inthe fame manner as they had
done by king James, if he had done as much to d=ferve
fuch a treatment, Neither can I'in all my fearch find,
that when the crown wasfettled in a hereditary line upon
the prefent royal family, the people of Great Britain ever
figned any formal inftrument of recantation, by which
they exprefled their forrow and repentance of what they
had done againft king James, and protefted that they
would never do fo by any future prince, though reduced
to the fame melancholy neceflity. [ farther think, the
people fettled the crown upon the family of Hanover,
neither from any opinion which they entertained of infal-
libility, in all the future princes which that illuftrious
houfe was to produce, nor from their being perfuaded
that the crown of this kingdom, in right of blood, be-
longed to that houfe, but becaufe they thought that the
government of thofe princes bade faireft to make them-
felveshappy. They thought, that princes of that houfe
having fewer connections with any intereft upon the con-
tinent, deftructive to that of Great Britain, would be
more independent, and lefs incumbered with any foreign
concern, and confequently more at liberty to aét for the
intereft of this nation. From thefe confiderations, asa
fubjeét of Great Britain, and as an honeft man, I think
myfelf bound, even in my individual capacity, to op-
pofe all fchemes deftructive of thofe effects, whichl, in
my confcience, believe were the reafons that induced this
free people, to raife the head of the family of Hanover,

from being the youngeft elector in Germany, to be one of

the moft powerful princesin Europe. 1 think, that there
can be no treafon equal to that of a minifter, who would
advife his majefty to facrifice his great concerns to his little
ones; becaufe, as I think his majefty’s virtues have firm-
ly rivetted him in the hearts of his fubjeéts, he is as fure
of the crown of England as of the eletorate of Hanover,
and therefore every meafure in favour of the latter, in pre-
judice of the former, is the blackeft treafon both againft

the king and the people.
Such are my principles, with regard to the general
fyflem of our conftitution and government; as to the
particular
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particular propofitions to be deduced f'}'::}m. thefe princi-
ples, they will be the fubject of after difquifition.

1 am next to account for the views of my writing. I
had always obferved, of the late very wicked minifters,
that, though they did many infamous fcandalous things,
and put up with many grofs affronts, in favor of foreign
confiderations, yet, I will do them the juftice to fay it,
the odium arifing from their meafures always fell upon
their own perfons; and whatever the fecret {prings of
their conduct might have been, yet we never faw the
fafety and profit of Hanoverian dominions, made in
parliament itfelf, the immediate, open, and avowed
caufe of facrificing the neareft and the deareft interefts
of this nation. Queftions indeed were carried for Heflian
troops, for extravagant fubfidies, for inconfiftent treaties
and the like ; but they never had the impudence, the
infolence, or the wickednefs, to bring Hanover and
Great Britain, as two parties, before the bar of their
own corruption, and then to pafs a verdict, by which
the latter was rendered a province to the former. It is
againft fuch, as can be found wicked enough to do this,
that this paper is undertaken ; it is undertaken againft
thofe, who have found the fecret of acquiring more in-
famy in ten months, than their predeceflors, with all
the pains they took, could acquire in twenty years. It
s ntended to vindicate the honor of the crown of Great
Britain, and to affert the intereft of her people againft
all foreign confiderations ; to keep up the fpirit of vir-
tuous oppofition to wicked people; to point out the
means of completing the great end of the revolution ;
and, in fhort, to give the alarm upon any future attacks
that may be made, either open or fecret, of the govern-
ment upon the conftitution.

am now to {peak of the motives for an undertaking

of this kind ; thefe are many, but fome of them per-
haps not quite fo proper to be committed to the public.
Ve have feen the noble fruits of a twenty years oppofi-
tion blafted by the connivance and treachery of a few,
Who by all ties of gratitude and honor, ought to have
C}F?rlﬂm_d and preferved them to the people: but this
"appointment ought to be fo far from difcouraging,

tat it thould lend fpirit and life to, a new oppofition.
1€ late one labored their point for a much longer term

of
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of years, and againft many greater difficulties than any
oppolition at prefent can be under any apprehenfions of
encountering. They became a majority, from a minori-
ty of notabove eighty-feven or eighty-eight in all ; they
fought againft an experienced general and a national
purle, and the queftions they oppoied were more plaufible
in their nature, and lefs dangerousin their confequences,
than any that have yet fallen within the {yftem of their
blundering fucceflors. At prefent, the friends of their
country, who have already declared themfelves; have
advantages which their prodeceflors could never compafs,
even after twenty years hard labor.

Iknow, that the conduct of thofe, who fneaked, and
abandoned their principles, upon the late change of ‘mini-
firy, is fometimes made ufe of as an argument why all op-
pofition muft be fruitlefs, fince all mankind, fay they,
employ it only as a means of their preferment, or the in-
ftrument of their revenge. This argument is in point of
fact abfolutely falle, andin point of reafoning extreme-
ly inconclufive, 'To prove it falfe in fact, I nced butap-
peal toan underftanding reader’s own memory ; let him
recollect the characters of thofe, who betrayed their party
upon the late change, the light in which they ftood with
the public, and the eftimation they held with their friends.
Whoever fhall take the pains to do this will own, that the
part they acted could be no furprize, upon the difcerning
part of mankind. In all parties and bodies of men, even
lefs numerous than thofe who formed the late oppofition,
there have always been found, and it has been always un-
derftood there are,men, whofe virtue is too weak to ftand
the firft fhock either of temptation or danger : when fuch
men give way, they leave a party ftronger, becaufe its
rottennefs is removed.

"They, who fell off upon the late tuin, are of two forts;
fuch as were never fufpeted of having virtue to refift
temptation, and {uch as were never thought of confequence
enough todeferveit. The furprize, therefore, is not that
fome fell, but that {fo many ftood ; but then how me-
lancholy is the confideration, when we reflect, that there
15 a poflibility, that the great concerns of the nation both
at home and abroad may, by fuch an alteration of affairs,
fall into the hands of thofe, who were either the re-
proach or {cum of their party ? What a profpe&t muft t_}us

nation
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nation have, if in the moft decifive conjunéture, as to the
liberties of Europe, the management of foreign concerns
fhould fall into the hands of a perfon of the following
character,

A man, who, when in the oppofition, even his fince-
rity could never beget confidence, nor hisabilities efteem ;
whofe learning is unrewarded with knowledge, and his
experience with wifdom ; difcovering a haughtinefs of
demeanour, without any dwn ity of charaCter ; and pof-
fefling the luft of : Avarice, without know /ing the right ufe
ofpuwcrfuulﬂuth }{h>und“ﬁiqndvlg blinded by his
paflions, his paflions direCted by his prejudices, and his
[weuuhaes ever luu1};n0 into p:LiJﬂlﬁtunl, lﬁlp%duﬂt
even of an equal, yet ever requiring the corretion of a
fuperior. Right as to general maxims, but wrong in the
application ; and muefon, always fo mmxm ated by the
profpect of fuccefs, that he never is cool enough to con-
cert the proper mealures to attain it,

Should a man, I fay, of fuch a charaéter as this, ever
come to be at the head of foreign affairs, the nation muft
be in a greater danger than it was, in any time of'the late
admumﬂmhon becaufe her ruin will be more {wift, dif-
graceful, and irretrievable.  One might eafily form a
contraft to this character, and yet not deviate from a liv-
ing refemblance, I could peint out a perfon, without
ony other merit but the loweft {pecies of proftitution, en-
Joying a confiderable poft, got by betraying his own par-
ty, without having abilities to be of ufe to any other : one,
who had that p'uddmc mechanical turn, which, with an
opinion of his fteadmcfs was of fervice to the nppoﬁt;on
but can be of none toa miniftry : one, whofe talents were
fo low, that nothing but fervile qpphmtmn could preferve
him ﬁom univ C*’fl umttmpt and who, if he had perfe-
vered all his life in the interefts of his country, might have
had a chance of being remembered hereafter as a ufeful
man. If there are fuch characters as thofe now exifting,
itis atleaft of fome confolation to men of fenfe and vir-
tue, that, if their m**lmahoﬂs lead them to views deftruc-
tive of 1} he interefts and conftitution of Great Britain, yet
their abilities and rcPutatwn with all ‘mankind are too
mean for thfrn to continue fo long in power, as to be able
10 copy ths late minifter in procuring a fafe retreat for his
Crimes,

Vou, II. | Having
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Having faid thus much, I declare that this paper fhall
ceafe, as {oon as the motives on which it is undertaken
have ceafed; but till then it fhall be carried on with all
the {pirit, which is confiftent with decency, law, and the
principles of this conflitution. While the writers in it
keep to thefe, they are determined to fear mo confe-
quences; becaufe nothing can arife {o melancholy to their
" own private intereft, asan attempt to crufh the liberty of
writing muft be to thofe of the public.

JEFFREY BROADROTTOM.

XXIL
OLD ENGL AND,

Or the CoNSTITUTIONAL JOURNAL.
SATURDAY, February 19, 1743. N°3

I SCARCE know a more delicate and difficult fituation,
than that of an author at his firft appearance in public,
He prefents himfelf without introductor or credentials.
He is his own ambaflador, fent by himfelf to fpeak of
himfelf and for himfelf ; in which cafe it is almoft impof-
fible for him not to fay either too little or too much. But
the difficulties of a weekly author, or an author by retal,
are ftill greater, as they are perpetual ; for even fhould
he get through his firft audience with fuccefs, and be gra-
cioufly received, the leaft flip in his fubfequent condutt
undoes the whole, and he is difgraced. He is bound
over, as it were, from week to week, to his good be-
haviour, and a hundred thoufand judges, not all of them
learned or impartial as the twelve, are to determine whe-
ther he has forfeited his recognizances or not.

Awaie
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Aware of thefe dangers, I fhould not have encountered
them, had not a full conviction of my own fuperior me-
rit affured me that I was fafe from them all, Armed
with wit, judgment, erudition, and every other eminent
qualification, I ruth into the world, fecure, like one of
Homer’s heroes, in armour given him by all the gods. I
would not have faid thus much of myfelf, for, I thank
God, I am as free from vanity as ever any author was,
and what I have faid every author thinks, but that, as
yet, I have nobody elfe to fay it for me, and it was abfo-
lutely neceflary that the public fhould not be ignorant of
foimportant a truth. The firft impreffion is often deci-
five ; and the generality of mankind chufe to take an
opinion ready made, even from the party interefted, ra-
ther than be at the trouble of forming one of their own.
In a very little time, the unanimous voice of my readers
will, I dare fay, render any farther intimations of this
kind unneceffary.

As I forefee that this paper will occafion many quefti-
ons, I fhall here give the an{wers beforehand to f{uch of
them as occur to me, that the curious may know what
they have to expect for the future.

““ What is this new paper, this conftitutional journal ?”*
fays fome folid politician, whofe unerring judgment has
never {uffered him to ftray out of the beaten road of faéts
and dates. ““ Has it matter and found reafoning ? or is
“ itonly a paper of wit and fancy for the amufement of
the frivolous ? Is it whig or tory, for or againft, the
court ? I will know a little more of it before I take it
“in” 'To thisI anfwer and engage, that it fhall have

-~
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the moft material of matter, and the moft reafonable of
reafoning, As to whig and tory, I know no real diftine-
tion between them ; I look upon them astwo brothers,
who, in truth, mean the fame thing, though they purfue
it differently ; and therefore, as Martia did in the like cafe,
I declare myfelf for neither, yet for both. Asto for,
oragainft, the court, I only anfwer it fhall be conflituti-
onal, and dire@ed with regard to the court, as Trajan
defired his fword might be, for him, or againft him, as

he deferved it.
. Here isanew paper come out, I am told,” fays fome
}:Igorogs minifter, ““ It is treafon to be fure, but is it
treaion within or without the law ? can I getatit? I
Iz “do
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“ donot like the title on it, elpecially at this time”
With humble fubmiffion, I beg leave to affure his lord-
fhip, that I fhall not write treafon, becaufe I never think
treafon. The royal family has not a more faithful and
loyal {ubject in the kingdom than myfelf; and if I may
borrow an expreflion ] have long admired, it is under
this royal family alone that I think we can live free, and
that [ hope we are determined to live free. His lordfhip
fhall moft certainly never get at me, tillit is criminal to
be an Englithman ; thould that ever happen, indeed, he
may poflibly have the fatisfaction of condemning meto a
wheel-barrow in the mines of the Hartz *.

“ This Jeffrey Broadbottom, this conftitutional jour-
¢ nal, 1s certainly levelled at us,” faysa confcious, fullen
apoftate patriot to his fallen brethren in the Pandemo-
nium. “ Itis ten toone, but it is written by fome of
¢ our old friends, and then we fhall have all our former
{peeches, pamphlets, and declarations turned upon us,
and our paft conduct fet over againft our prefent. |
wifh we couldbuy it off; as foonas ever I can find out
the author I will, for I have fome reafon to be pretty
fure that there is no man who is not to be bought ;"
and then

(41
144
(14
144
(13

Grinn’d horribly a ghaftly {mile.

Pray why do you think my paper is levelled at you ? las
your expiring confcience in its laft words told you fo ? and
has the fame authority informed you that I am to be
bought ? You are miftaken in both. You may happen,
indeed, fometimes to hitch in a paper, but you muit be
much more confiderable than you are before you become
the principal objett of one; and you muit fiay till you
are trulted with the difpofal of money, and till I love it as
wellas you do, two things which will never happen, ere
you will be ableto buy me.
¢ Whatis this new paper, this broad-bottom ]oumai,
I think they call it,” fays a fine woman in the genteel
languor of her morning converfation, with fome fine
gentleman of diftinguithed tafte and politenefs ; ¢ Isit
¢ likethe Tatlersand Spectators ? has it wit or humor ?
“ or is it only upon thofe odious politics that one hf:ars;
i (13 0

*® Mines belonging to certain German dominions.
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“ of all day long ? in fhort, will it do with one’s tea in

*a morning ?” “ Not with your tea, replies the fine

gentleman, but incomparably well with your ale, if
you ever take any ; not that I have read it yet, but, to
fay the truth, the title does not promife well. Jef-
frey Broadbottom and John Trott feem to be {ynony-
mous terms. I dare fay, there is nothing of what the
French call enjouemens in it ; and I take it to be a kind
of heavy hot loaf to ftay the ftomachs of hungry poli-
ticians in a morning.” - Have a little patience with me,
ye illufirious rulers of the bean monde, ye tremendous
judges, whofe decifions are the final decrees of fafhion
and tafte. I know your importance too well not to en-
gage your favour if poflible : though I thall be often, what
you never are, ferious, I fhall be fometimes, what you
arealways, trifling. My lazy and my idle hours fhall be
facred to the amufement of yours; lighter fubjetts fhall
fometimes engage your attention and unbend mine, and
the events of the polite world fhall fill up the intervals of
the bufy ore.

The univerfal queftion will be, who is the author, or
fuppofed author, of this paper ? T'o which if I do not give
an anfwer at prefent, I muft beg leave to be excufed
being determined at prefent, to fhine like phofphorus in
the dark, and fcatter my light from the impenetrable re-
cels of mine own clofet. I will, for a time, at leaft, en-
joy the fenfible pleafure of unfought and unfufpected
praife, and of hearing, wherever I go, my labors ap-
plauded, and feverally afcribed to the moft eminent wits
and politicians of the age ; as they certainly will be, till
think proper to declare myfelf, and vindicate the glory
due to me alone,

Having thus given not only an account, but fome fam-
ples, of what the public may expect from me hereafter,
I hall conclude this paper with a friendly and difinterefted
piece of advice, to {uch of my fellow {ubjeéts as are de-
lirous of information, inftrudtion, or entertainment. Se-
cure my paper in time, for the demand will foon be too
great to be complied with, and thofe who take it in firft
thall, as in juftice they ought, have the preference after-
wards. Mr. Purfer, my printer, aflures me it is impof-
fible to print off above one hundred and ninety three
thoufand of thefe papers in a weck ; a very {fmall pro-
portion
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portion to the number of thofe who will be follicitous to
read them : for reckoning the people of this kingdom at
eight millions, and deduéting half that number for young
children, blind people, and men of quality, who either
cannot or do not chufe to read, there will remain four mil-
lions of reading fouls, of whom three millions eight hun-
dred and feven thoufand™ cannot have the fatisfaction of
reading’ this paper at the firft hand, but muft wait, with
patience, for the future editions. I donot fay this from
any fordid view of intereft, which I am infinitely above,
for I ' moft folemnly proteft that Tdefire nothing for my-
felf, and that the immenfe profits of this paper fhall beall
diftributed among my friends, the printer, the pubhfher,
compofitor, prefs-men, flys, and devils, without quar-
tering mylelf upon any one of them, or tequiring any
thing from them contrary to their former conduct, honor,
or confcience. _
JerrreY BroADROTTOM.

XXHL
B oW R

SATURDAY, May 3, 1753. N?18.
T
HE following letter had appeared ecarlier in the
world, if its length, or, what at prefent happens to bt
the {ame thing, its merit had not been fo great. I have

ia:j’

becn trying to fhiorten it, withoutrobbing 1t of beanities ;
but,
* This paper was fet on foot by Mr. Moore, the ingenious ‘author o

the Fables for the Female Sex,and of the tragedy of the Gamefler. He

foon met with alliftance from numerous correfpondents, and, as he Iﬂ
forms us in the dedication of one of his volumes to Soaime jenyns, elg;
who was himfelf one of the writers in'it, the World became zhe oy
fafbionable vebicle, in awvbich men of rank and genius chofe to convy)
their fentiments to the public. Lord Chefterfield wasone of thefe ; but,
as he fent his firft paper to the publifher without any notice from whente
it came, it underwent but a flight infpedtion, and was very near being €x*
cluded on account of its length. . This neglect would have ftopt any future
communications ; but fortunately lord Lyttleton happening to call at Mr.
1-Dodfley’s, this'paper was fhewn to him. ' He immediately kiew the
hand, and ftill more the manner of writing, of the noble author. M,
Moore, being informed of 'this difcovery, read the manufcript more ar
tentively, difcerned its beauties, and thought proper not only to puhliﬂl f
dire@ly, but to introduce it with an apology for the delay, and 2 comph-
ment to the author. '
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but, after many unfuccefsful attempts, I find that the
pmt of it1 Is, as the human foul 1s m}aomud to be by {fome
antient ph ll("h) phers, totus in toto,- et totus in qualibet parte.
I have, theref fore, C}mwu,d the form of my paper, chuf-
ing rather to prefent my readers with an extraordinary
half-theet, than to keep from them any longer what was
fent e for their inftruction, At the fame time, I muft
beg leave to fay, thatT fhall never think myfelf obliged
to repeat my u;mphmmn,e but to thofe of my corre-
fpondents, who, like the writer of this letter, can inform
me of their grievances with all the elegance of wit.

“ To Mr. Firz-ApaM.

S1I R,

I confider you as fupplemental to the law of the land.
I take your authority to begin, where the power of the
law ends. "The law is intended o {ftop the progrefs of
crimes by pumihmcr them; your paper {feems calculated
to check the courfe {,f fo; lies by expofing them. May
you be more fuccefsful in the latter than the lawis in the
former 1
Upon this principle T fhall lay my cafe plainly before
you, and defire your publication of it as a warning to
others. Though it may feem ridiculous to many of your
readers, 1 can affure you, fir, thatitis a very {erious one
to me, notwithftanding the ill-natured comfort which I
mlghi have, of thmklns; 1t of late a very common one.
Fama ge entleman of a reafonable paternal eftate in my
county, and ferve as knight of the fhire forit.  Having
what is called a very rmod family-intereft, my. eletion
incumbered ‘my eftate with a mortgage of onh five thou-
fand pounds ; which I have not been able to clear, being
obliged, by a good place which I have got fince, to live
In town, and in all the beft company, nine months in the
year. T married {uitable to my circumftances. My
Wife wanted neither fortune, beauty, nor underftanding.
Difcretion and good humor on her part, joined to good«
nature and good-manners on ‘mine, made us live com-
fortably
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fortably together for eigh‘ecn years. One fon and one
dauahter were our omy Llwlmcn We complied with cufs
tom in the education of both. My daughter learned
fome French and fome dancing ; and my fon pafled nine
years at Wefiminfter {chool, in learning the words of two
Iangmgcq long fince dead, and not yet above half reviv-
ed. Whenl 1001{ him awm, from {chool, I refolved to
fend him directly abroad, having been at Oxford my-
felf. My wife approved of my chﬁffn but tacked 4
propofal of her own to it, whuﬂl fhe urcred with fome
earnefinefs. * My dear,” {aid fhe, ¢ 1 think you do
¢¢ very right to fend Gmrce abroad ; for I love a foreign
£ educaﬂon though I fha Il not fee the poor boy a great
““ while but fince we are to part for fo long a time,
“ why ﬂlould we not take that opportunity of carrying
him ourfelves as faras Paris? The journey is nothing,
very little farther than to our own houfe in the nor th
we fhall fave money by it, for every thing is very ¢ hcap
in France; it will foren the girl, who is of 2 right age
“ for it ; and a couple of months, witha good French
¢ and dancmg, mafter, will pcrfeftlm in both, and o*ne
her an air and manner that will help her Off in thefe
days, when hufbands are not plenty, efpcma for
oirls with only five thoufand pounds to their fortuz‘cs
Several of my acquaintance, who have lately taken
trips to Parnis, have told me, that to be fure we fhould
take this opportunit‘y of going there, - Befides, my
dear, as neither you nor I have ever been abroad, this
little jaunt will amule and even improveus; foritis
the eaficft thing in the world to get into all the bef
company at P&rls
My wife had no fooner ended her {peech, which I eafi-
ly. perceived to be the refult of meditation, than my
daughter exerted all her little eloquence in feconding her
mother’s motion. ¢ Ay, dear papa,” faid fhe, ¢
*“ us go with brother to Paris ; it will be the Lharmmgtﬁ
thing in _the world ;- we fhall {ee all the neweft fafhions
= thére I fhall learn to dance of Marfeille ¥, in fhort,
“¢ I f{hall be quite anether creature after it.. Youfee how
my coufin Kitty was improved by going to Paris laft
year; I hardly knew her again when fhe came back;
do, o.ca; papa, letus go.”

The

¥ Marcel, the moft famous dancing mafter, at that time, at Paris. He
15 often mentmned in lord Cheflerfield’s letters to his fon.
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The abfurdity of the propofal firuck me at firft; and I
torefaw a thoufand inconveniencies in it, though not half
fo many as I have fince felt. However, knowing that
direct contradiction, though fupported by the beft argu-
ments, was not the likelieft method to convert a female
difputant, I feemed a little to doubt, and contented my-
felf with faying, *“ that I was not, at firft fight, at leaft,
¢ fenfible of the many advantages which they had enu-
““ merated, but that, on the contrary, I apprehended a
“ great deal of trouble in the journey, and many incon-
veniencies in confequence of it ; that I had not obferv-
ed many men of my age confiderably improved by
their travels, but that I had lately feen many women
of hers, become very ridiculous by theirs; and that
for my daughter, as fhe had not a fine fortune, I faw
no neceflity of her being a fine lady.” Here the girl
interrupted me, with faying, “ For that very reafon,
“ papa, I fhould be a fine lady. Being in fathion is of-
ten as good as being a fortune ; and I have known air,
* drefs, and accomplithments, ftand many a woman in-
“ ftead of a fortune.” ¢ Nay, to be fure,” added my
wife, ‘“ the girl is in the right in that; and if with her
# figure the gets a certain air and manner, I cannot fee
why fhe may not reafonably hope to be as advan-
tageoufly married, as lady Betty Townly, or the two
“ mifs Bellairs, who had none of them fuch good for-
tunes,” I found by all this, that the attack upon me
Was a concerted one, and that both my wife and daughter
were firongly infected with that migrating diftemper,
which has of late been fo epidemical in this kingdom,
and which annually carries {uch numbers of our private
families to Paris, to expofe themfelves there as Englith,
and here, after their return, as French; infomuch that I
am affured that the French call thofe fwarms of Englifh,

44
(13
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. Which now, in a manner, over-run France, a fecond in-

curfion of the Gothsand Vandals,

I endeayoured, as well as I could, to avert this im-
pending folly, by delays and gentle perfuafions, but in
van; the attacks upon me were daily repeated, and
fometimes enforced by tears. At laft I yielded, from
mere good-nature, to the joint importunities of a wife
and daughter whom I loved ; not to mention the love of
€ale and domeftic quiet, which is, much oftener than we

care
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care to own, the true motive of many things that we ¢-
ther do or omit. |

My confent being thus extorted, our fetting out was
preffed. The journey wanted no preparations; we fhould
find every thing in France. My daughter, who fpoke fome
French, and my fon’s governor, who was a Swifs, were
to be our interpreters upon the read ; and when we came
to Paris, a French fervant or two would make all eafy.

But, as if providence had a mind to punifh our felly,
our whole journey was a feries of diftrefles. 'We had not
{ailed a league from Dover, before a violent ftorm arofe,
in which we had like to have been loft. Nothing could
equal our fears but our ficknefs, which perhaps leflened
them : at laft we got into Calais, where the inexorable
cuftom-houfe officers took away half the few things
which we had carried withus. We hired fome chaifes,
which proved to be old and fhattered cnes, and broke
down with us at leaft every ten miles. Twice we were
overturned, and fome of us hurt, though there are no
bad roads in France. At length, the fixth-day, we got
to Paris, where our banker had provided a very good
lodging for us: thatis, very good rooms, very well
nifhed, and very dirty. Here the great f{cene opens
My wife and daughter, who had been a good deal dil-
heartened by our diftrefles, recovered their f]

I

pirits, and
grew extremely impatient for a confultation of the necel-
fary trades-people, when luckily eur banker and his lady,
informed of our arrival, came to make us a vifit. He
gracioufly brought me five thoufand livres, which heal
[ured me was not more than what would be neceffary for
our firft fetting out, as he called it ; while his wife wes
pointing out to mine the moft compendious method of
{pending three times as much. 1 told him, that I hoped
that fum would be very near fufficient for the whole time;
to which he anfwered coolly, * No, fir, nor fix times
¢ that fum, if you propofe, asto be fure you do, 0
““ appear here bommiétement.” This, 1 confefs, ftartled
me a good deal; and T called out to my wife, “ Do you
“ hear that, child ?”” She'replied, unmoved, “ Yes, o
dear, but now that we are here, there is no help for
““ jt ; itis’but once, upon an extraordinary occafion, a_ﬂd
one would not care to appear among firangers like
ferubs.” T madeno anfwer to. this {olid reafoning, bt
refolve

11
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refolved within myielf to thorten our flay, and leflfen our
follies, as much as I ‘could. My banker, after having
ghmrrem himf{elf with the care of p?ownnrr me a caroffe de
remife and a valer de place for the next day, which in plain
Englifh is a hned coach and a footman, invite d us to pals
all the next day at his houfe, where he affured us that we
thould not meet with bad company. He was to carry
me and my {on before dinner to fee the public buildings
and his Idd) was to call upon my W1it‘- and daughter to
carry them to the genteel left tho )ps, 11 order to fit them
out to appear Kso:zn,w’-u nt.  The next morning [ amufed
myelf very well with feeing, while my wife and daughter
amufed themfelves ftill better by preparing themfelves for
helr' feen, till we metat d-m.-:‘r at our banker".—, who
by w: v of fample of the excellent company to which he
Was to in *loduc us, prelented tous an Irith abbé, and an

5

Iith captain of (,Lue’ s two attainted Scotch fugitives,
anda ..-.mg Scotch furgeon who ftudied midwifery at the
Hitg! Dien. It is true, he lamented that fir Harbottle
Bumper, and fir Clotwortl hy ‘Guzzledown, with their fa-
miles, ‘whom i"e had invited to meet us, happened un-

fortunately to have been engaged to go, and drink bran-
dyat] ‘Though this company founds but indif-
ferently, and though we fhould have been very forry to
have kent it=in Lo ndon, I can 'ﬂure you, fir, that it
Wwas the beft we kept the whole time we were at Paris.

= L will omit many circumftances, W‘llCh gave me unea-

ough “they would pmbably afford fome enter-
to _your uader:, that I may haften to the moft

three days, the feveral mechanics, who were
Lwith the care of difguifing my wife and daugliter,
ome-their lefpch‘me parts of this transh::rmat:om
at they might appear bonnérement. More'than the
whole morning was Lm-;lm ed in this operation, for we
did not-fit down to dinner 1ill near five o'clock. When
my wife .and daughter came at laft into the eating-room,
W}‘LCIT“ I had waited for them at leaft two hours, 1 was &
itruck with the transformation, that I could neither con-
ceal nor exprefs my aftonifhment. * ¢ Now, my dear,”
-d!d my wife, “ we can anpear a little like chriftians.”
* And ﬂlollcrs too,” replied T; * for fuch have T feen,
* at Southwark- falr the refpeé“tah;e Syfigambis;-and the

¢¢ lovely
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¢¢ lovely Parifatis. This cannot furely be ferious!”
‘¢ Very ferious, depend upon it, my dear, {ald my wife;
‘“ and pray, by the way, what may be nidiculous in it?
¢ No fuch Syfigambis neither,” continued fhe; ‘¢ Betty
““ 15 but ﬁxtcen, and you know I had her at four-and-
¢ twenty.” As I found that the name of Syfigambis,
carrying an idea of age along with it, was uffcnﬁ\e t0
my wife, I waved the parz allel ; and, 2 addreffi ng myfelf in
common to my wife and dawhtur [ told them I per-
¢¢ ceived that there wasa pdmhr now at Paris, who co-
¢ loured much lvgner than Rigault, though he did not
“¢ paint near {o like; for that I could hardly have gueffed
¢ them to be the J:nctmcs of themfelves.,” To this they
both anfwered at once, ““ That red was not paint ; that no
€< colour in the world was ﬁz:r'd but white, of which they
¢ protefted they had none.” *¢ But how do you like
““ my pompon, papa!” continued my d'lugluel “isit
“ not a C]]’ll‘i‘m'[lf‘f one? I think it is prettier than mam-
“ ma’s.,” ¢ It may, child; for any thmg that I know;
becaufe I do not know what part of all this frippery t]n
pompon 18.” ¢ It i1s this, papa,” replied the girl, put:
ting up her hand to her head and fhuvmg me, in the mid-
dle of her hair, a comphcatlon of fhreds and rags of vel-
vets, feathers and ribbands, ftuck with falfe ftones of o
thoufand colors, and p]aced awry.. ““ But what haft thou
¢¢ done to thy halr child ? faid I:  is it blue? is that
¢ painted too by tllC {fame eminent hand, that colored
thy cheeks?” *“ Indeed, papa,” anfwered the oirl,
as I told you before, there is no painting in the cafe;
but what gives my hair that bluith calt is the grey
powder, w hich has always that effect upon d;lr».-tf‘
“ lored hair, and fets off the complexion wonderfully.
“ Grey powder, child!” faid I, with fome ﬁlxpxue
grey hairs Iknew were venerable; but till this moment
© 1 never knew that they were genteel.” ¢ Extreme-
* ly fo, with fome complexicns, 7 faid my wife; * but
“ it does not fuit with mine, and 1 never ufe it. » < You
““ are much in the right, my dear,” replied I, * not
to play with cdgc-tool Leave it to the girl, > This
which perhaps was too haﬂt ly faid, and feemed to bea
fecond part of the Syfigambis, was not kindly taken;
my wife was {ilent all dinner- txme, and, I vainly hoped,
afhamed. My daughter, drunk with drefs and ﬁ*{t!uf‘l
cepl
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kept up the converfation to herfelf, till the long-wifhed-
for moment of the opera came, which {eparated us, and
left me time to reflect upon the extravagances, which I
had already feen, and upon the ftill greater, which [ had
but too much reafon to dread.

From this period, to the time of our return to England,
every day produced fome new and fhining folly, and
fome improper expence. Would to God that they had
ended as they began, with our Journey ! but unfortu-
nately we have imported them all. I no longer under-
ftand, or am underftood, in my family, I hear of no-
thing but /e bon ton. A French valet de chambre, who I
am told is an excellent fervant and fit for cvery thing, is
brought over to curl my wife and my daughter’s hair, to
mount a deffert, as they callit, and occafionally to anmounce
vifits. A very {latternly, dirty, but at the fame time a
very genteel French maid, is appropriated to the ufe of my
daughter. My meat too is as much difguifed in the dref-
fing by a French cook, as my wife and daughter are by
their red, their pompoons, their {craps of dirty gauze,
fimfy fattins, and black callicoes; not to mention their
affected broken Englith, and mangled French, which
Jumbled together compofe their prelent language, M
French and Englith fervants quarrel daily, and fight, for
Want of words to abufe one another, My wife is become
tidiculous, by being tranflated into French; and the ver-
flon of my daughter will, I dare fay, hinder many a wor-
thy Englith gentleman from attempting to read her, M
ckpence, and confequently my debt, increafes; and [ am
tMade more unhappy by follies, than moft other people
are by crimes,

Should you think fit to publifh ]
With fome obfervations of your own upon it, I hope it
May prove a ufeful Pharos, to deter private Englith fa-
ftlies from the coafts of France.

lis my cafe, together

Iam, S g,
Your very humble fervant,

R. D.”
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My correfpondent has faid enough to caution Englifh
gentlemen againft carrying their wives and daughters to
Paris; but I fhall add a few words of my own, to diffuade
the ladies themfelves from any inclination. to iucll a va-
gary. In the firft place, I affure them, that of all French
ragouts there is none, to which an Englithman has {o lit-
tle appetite, as an Englith lady ferved up to him ¢ /g Fran-
coife, Next I beg leave to inform them, that the French
tafle in beauty is fo different from ours, that a pretty
Englith woman at Paris, inftead of me Lhnrr with that ad-

miration which her vamty hopes for, is confidered only as
a handfome corpfe; and if, to put a little life into her
fome of her compaflionate friends there fhould periuadc
her tolay on a great deal of 7ouge, in Englifh called paint,
fhe mult continue to wear 1t to extreme old age; unlefs
fhe prdcm a {pot of real yellow, the certain confequence
of paint, to an artificial one of red. And laftly, I I pro-
pofe it to their confideration, whether the dehmu of an
Englith lady’s mind may not partake of the nature of
fome high flavoured wines, which will not admit of be-
ing carried abroad, though LH"LdL’IJr‘“»'l'[ management, they
are admirable at home.

XXIV.
T - HE::W O R 1D:

THURSDAY, June 14, 1753. N° 24.

I SH ALL not at prefent enter into the great queftion
between the antients and the moderns; much lefs fhalll
prefume to decide upon a point of that 1m'1'~rtf1m,c which
has been the fubject of debate among the learned from
the days of Horace down to ours. To make my cout
to the learned, I will lament the oradual decay of humat
nature, for ﬂ‘iE‘fC laﬁ fixteen centuries; but at the fame
time I wi ill do juftice to my contemporaries, and %"“e

them
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them their due fhare of praife, where they have either
firuck out new inventions, or improved, and brought old
ones to perfection. Some of them I fhall now mention.

The moft zealous and partial advocate for the antients
will not, 1 believe, pretend to difpute the infinite fupe-
riority of the moderns in the art of healing. Hippocrates,
Celfus, and Galen, had no fpecifics. 'They rather en-
deavour to relieve, than pretend tocure. Asfor the afto-
nithing cures of Afculapius; I do not put them into the
account ; they are to be aferibed to his power, not to his
fkill : he was a god, and divinity was his nosTRUM.
But how prodigioufly have my Ingenious contemporaries
extended the bounds of medicine! What noftrums, what
[pecifics, have they not difcovered | Collettively confider-
ed, they infure not only perfect health, but, by a necef=
fary confequence, immortality ; infomuch that [ am afto-
nithed, when I ftill read in the weekly bills the great
umber of people, who chufe to die of fuch and fuch
diftempers, for every one of which there are infallible
and {pecific cures, not only advertifed but attefted in all
the news-papers.

When the lower fort of Irifh, in the moft uncivilized
parts of Ireland, attend the funeral of a deceafed friend
of neighbour, before they give the laft parting howl, they
expoftulate with the dead body, and reproach him with
having died, notwithftanding that he had an excellent
wife,a milch cow, feven fine children,and a competency of
potatoes.  Now though all thefe, particularly the excel-
lent wife, are very good things in a ftate of perfect health,
they cannot, as I apprehend, be looked upon as preventive
either of ficknefs or of death; but with how much more
réafon may we expoftulate with, and cenfure, thofe of
Our contemporaries, who, either from obftinacy or in-
credulity, die in this great metropolis, or indeed in this
Kingdom, when they may. prevent or cure, at a trifling
€Xpence, not only all diftempers, but even old age and

cath itfelf! The rReNovATING ELIXIR #fallibly reffores
Priftine yoush and vigor, be the patient ever fo old and decayed,
and that without lofs of time or bufinefs; whereas the
faf_ﬂe Operation among the antients was both tedious and
Painful, as it required a thorough boiling of the patient.
1¢ moft inflammatory and trepid fevers fly at the
firft difcharge of Dr. James’s powder, and a drop or pill
of
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of the celebrated Mr. Ward, corrects all the malignity of
Pandora’s box.

Ought not every man of great birth and eftate, who for
many years has been afflicted with the PosTEROMANIA,
or rage of having pofterity, a diftemper very common
among perfons of that fort, ought he not, I fay, to be
afhamed of having no iffue. made to perpetuate his illuf=
trious name and title, when, for fo fmall a fum as three-
and-fix-pence, he and his lady might be fupplied witha
{ufficient quantity of the viviFYinG proes, which in-
fallibly cure imbecillity in men, and barrennefs in women,
though of ever fo long ftanding ?

Another very great difcovery of the moderns, in the
art of healing, is the infallible cure of the king’s evil,
though ever fo inveterate, by only the touch of a lawful
king, the right heir of Adam; for that is eflentially ne-
ceflary. ‘The antients were unacquainted with this -
eftimable fecret, and even Solomon the fon of David,
the wifeft of kings, knew nothing of the matter. But
our Britifh Solomon, king James the firft, a fon of David
alfo, was no ftranger to it, and practifed it with fuccefs.
This fac is fufficiently proved by experience ; but if it
wanted any corroborating teflimony, we have that of the
ingenious Mr, Carte, who, in his incomparable hiftory
of England, afferts, and that in a marginal note t0o *
which is always more material than the text, that he knew
somreoDY, who was radically cured of a moft obftinate
king’s evil, by the tcuch of soMEBODY. As our faga-
cious hiftorian does not even intimate that this SOME-
gopy took any thing of the other somMEBODY for the
cure, it were to be wifthed that he had named this soME-
sopy, and his place of abode, * for the benefit of the
¢ poort,” who are now reduced, and at {fome expence,
1o have recourfe to Mr. Vickers the clergyman. Befides
I fairly confefs myfelf to be perfonally interefted in this
enquiry, fince this soMEropY muit neceflarily be the
right heir of Adam, and confequently I muft have the
honor of being related to him. =

. ur

* This unlucky note (which Mr. Carte was over-perfuaded by fome
of his friends to infert) eventually deftroyed the credit of a hiftory of
which great expeftations had been formed. ‘

+ Thus the great dean of St. Patrick’s gave the world 2 fingular fatire,
in 1713, under the title of *“ Mr. Collins’s difcourfe of free-thinking; P%
* into Englith, by way of abftra&, for the uje of the poor.”
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Qur laborious neighbours and kinfme , the German
are not without their inventions and happy difcoveries in
the art of medicine; for they laugh at a wound through
the heart, if they can but apply their powder of {ympathy
—not to the wound itfelf, but to the fword or bullet that
made it. :

Having now, at leaft in my own opinion, fully proved
the fuperiority of the moderns over the antients in the art
of healing, I fhall proceed to fome other particulars, in
which my cotemporaries will as juftly claim, and I hope
be allowed, the preference.

The ingenious Mr. Warburton, in his divme legation of
Mofes,very juftly obferves, that hicroglyphics were the be-
ginning of letters, but at the fame time he very candidly
allows, that it was a very troublefome and uncertain me-
thod of communicating ‘one’s ideas ; as it depended in a
great meafure on the writer’s fkill in drawing, an art little
known in thofe days, and as a firoke too much or too. lit-
tle, too high or too low, might be of the moft dangerous
confequence, in religion, bufinefs, or love, Cadmus re-
moved this difficulty by his invention of unequivocal let-
ters, but then he removed it too much ; for thefe letters
or marks, being the fame throughout, and fixed alphabe-
tically, foon became generally known, and prevented that
lecrecy, which in many cafes was to be withed for. . This
inconvenience fuggefted to the antients the invention of
typtography and fteganography, ora myfteriousand un~
intelligible way of writing, by the help of which none
but correfponding parties, who had the key, could decy-
pher the matter. But human induftry {oon refined upon
this too; the art of decyphering was difcovered, ‘and
the fkill of the decypherer baffled all the labor of the cy-
Pherer. The fecrecy of all literary correfpondence be-
vame precarious, and neither bufinefs nor love could any
onger be fafely trufted to paper. Such for a confiderable
ume was the unhappy ftate ofletters,till the e Av MoNDE,
all lventive race of people, found out a new kind of cryp-
tography, or fteganography, unknown to the antients,
and free from forne of their inconveniencies. Lovers in
gencral made ufe of it, controverfial writers commonly,
and minifters of ftate fometimes, in the moft important

Upatches, It was writing in fuch an unintelligible man-
€1, and with fuch obfcurity, that the correfj ponding parties

Vo, II. themfelves
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themfelves neither underftood, nor even guefled at, eacl
other’s meaning ; which was a moft effectual f{ecurity
againft all the accidents, to which letters are liable by be-
ing either miflaid or intercepted. But this method too,
though long purfued, was alfo attended with {ome in-
conveniencies. It frequently produced miftakes, by fcat-
tering falfe lights upon that friendly darknefs, fo propi-
tious to bufinefs and love. But our invemntive neighbours,
the French, have very lately removed all thefe inconve-
niencies, by a happy difcovery of a new kind of paper,
as pleafing to the eye, and as conducive to the difpatch,
the clearnefs, and at the fame time the fecrecy, of all I
terary correfpondence. My worthy friend Mr. Dodfley
lately brought me a fample of it, upon which, if I mil-
take not, he will make very confiderable improvements,
as my countrymen often do upon the inventions of other
nations. 'This fheet of paper I conjectured to be the
ground-work and principal material of a tender and paf-
fionate letter from a fine gentleman to a fine lady ; though
in truth it might very well be the whole letter itfelf. At the
top of the firft page, was delineated a lady, with very
red cheeks and a very large hoop, in the fathionable atti-
tude of knotting, and of making a very genteel French
curtefy. ‘This evidently appears to fland for mapay,
and faves the time and trouble of writing it. At the
bottom of the third page, was painted a very fine well-
dreffed gentleman, with his hat under his left arm, and
his right hand upon his heart, bowing moft refpectfully
low; which fingle figure, by an admirable piece of
brachygraphy or fhort-hand, plainly conveys this deep
fenfe, and ftands inftead of thefe many words, ¢ I have
¢ the honor to be, with the tendereft and warmeft fenti-
“ ments, madam, your moft inviolably attached, faith-
¢ ful humble fervant.” The margin of the paper, which
was about half an inch broad, was very properly decorat
ed with all the emblems of triumphant beauty and tender
fuffering paffions. Groups of lillies, rofes, pearls, c0-
rals, funs, and ftars, were intermixed with chains, beard-
ed fhafts, and bleeding hearts. Such a fheet of paper,
[ confefs, feems to me to be a compleat letter; and!
would advife all fine gentlemen, whofe time I know ¥
precious, to avail themfelves of this admirable invention:

it will fave them a great deal of time, and perbap®
fome

—
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fome thought, and I cannot help thinking, that, were
they even to take the trouble of filling up the paper with
the tendereft fentiments of their hearts, or the moft fhin-
ing flights of their fancy, they would add no energy or
delicacy to thofe types and fymbols of the lady’s conqueft,
and their own captivity and f{ufferings.

Thefe blank letters, if T may call them fo, when they
convey fo much, will mock the jealous curiofity of
hufbands and fathers, who will in vain hold them to the
fire to elicit the fuppofed juice of lemon, and upon whom
they may afterwards pafs for a piece of innocent plea-
fantry, _

Lhe dulleft of my readers muft, I am fure, by this
time be aware, that the utility of this invention extends,
mutatis mutandis, to whatever can be the {ubject of letters,
and with much lefs trouble, and much more fecrecy, pro-
pricty and elegancy, than the old way of writing.

A painter of but modern fkill and fancy may, inavery
fhort time, have reams of ready-painted paper by him,
to fupply the demands of the {tatefman, the divine, and
the lover, And I think it my duty to inform the public, that
my good friend Mr. Dodfley, who has long complained
of the decay of trade, and who loves, with-a prudent re-
gard to his own intereft, to encourage every ufeful in=
vention, is at this time learning to paint with moft un-
wearied diligence and application : and I make no doubt,
but that, in'a very little time, he will be able to furnifh
all forts of perfons with the very beft ready-made goods
of that kind, I warned him indeed againft providing
any for the two learned profeffions of the law and phyfic,
which I apprehend would lie upon his hands: one of
them being already in pofleflion, to {peak in their own
tyle, of a more brachygraphical, cryptographical, and
lteganographical fecret, in writing their WARRANTS ;
and the other not willingly admitting brevity in any fhape.

therwife, what innumerable fkins of parchment and lines
of writing might be faved in a marriage-fettlement, for
nftance, if the firft fourteen or fiftcen fons, the fuppofed
uture1ffue, LAWFULLY TO BE BEGOTTEN of that happy
Marnage, and upon whom the fettlement is fucceffively
Made, were 1o be painted every one a {ize lefs than the

=
s

other upon one fkin of parchment, inftead of being e
Merated 3

upont —one hundred, according to pri
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of birth and feniority of age; and moreover the elder,
by an happy pleonafimus, always to take before, and be
preferred to, the younger! but this ufeful alteration i
more to be wifhed than expeéted, for reafons which Ido
not at prefent think proper to mention.

I am fenfible that the government may pofiibly obje&,
that Tam fuggefling to its enemies 2 method of carrying
on thelr treafonable correfpondences, with much more fe-
crecy than formerly, But, asmy intenticns are honeft,

I thould be very forry to have my loyalty fufpected ; and
when I confider the zeal, and at the {fame time the inge-
nuity, of the Jacobites, I am convinced that their letters

in this new method will be fo charged with groves of
oaken boughs, white rofes and thiftles interwoven, that
their meaning will not be obfcure, and confequently no |
danger will arife to the government from this new and ex- |
cellent invention.

XXV.

THE WORLD.

THursDAY, June 21, 1753. N° 25.

I HAVE the pleafure of informing my fair correfponds
ent, that her petition contained in the following letter is

ranted. I wifh I could as eafily reftore to her what fhe
has loft. But to a mind like hers, fo elevated! fo har
monized ! time and the confcioufnefs of fo much purity
of intention will bring relief. It muft always afford het
matter of the moft pleafing reflection, that her foul had
no participation with her material part in that particulat
act, which fhe appears to mention with fo tender 1
gret. But it is not my intention to anticipate her fiorf
by endeavouring to confole her. Her letter, I hope, wil

caution all young ladies of equal virtue with herfeifag&ilf]l
; that
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that excefs of complaifance, with which they are fome-
times too willing to entertain their lovers.

“ToMr. Fitz-ApaAmM.
S1 R,

I HAVE not the leaft ill-will to your friend Mr. Dod-
fley, whom I never faw in my life; but I addrefs myfelf
fo your equity and good-nature, for a {mall {hare only of
your favour and recommendation in that new and valu-
able branch of trade, to which you have informed the pub-
lic he is now applying himfelf, and which I hope you will
not think it reafonable that he fhould monopolize. I mean
that admirable thort and fecret method of communicat-
Ing one’s ideas, by ingenious emblems and reprefentations
of the pencil, inftead of the vulgar and old method of
letters by the pen.  Give me leave, fir, to ftate my cafe
and my qualifications to you: Iam {ure you will decide
with juftice,

I'am the daughter of a clergyman, who, having had a
very good living, gave me a good education, and left me
no fortune, I had naturally a turn to reading and draw-
ing: my father encouraged and aflifted me in the one,
allowed me a mafter to inftruét me in -the other, and I
made an uncommon progrefs in them both. My heart
Was tender, and my fentiments were delicate ; perhaps
100 much {o for my rank in life. This difpofition led me
' ftudy chiefly thofe treafures of divine honor, f{potlefs
YIHtue, and refined fentiment, the voluminous romances of
the laft century : fentiments, from which, I thank hea-
ven, I have never deviated. From a fympathizing {oft-
Bels of foul, how often have I wept over thofe affetting
Ifhitl;tff@g! how have I fhared the pangs of the chafte and
2vely Mariamne upon the death of the tender, the faith-
ul Tiridates! and how has my indignation been excited,
at the unfaithfu] and ungenerous hiftorical mifreprefent-
lions of the gallant firft Brutus, who was undoubtedly
e tendereft lover that ever lived! My drawings took
€ lame elegant turn with my reading. I painted all th{t’;ﬁ

mof}
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moft moving and tender ftories of charming Ovid’s Me-
tamorphofes ; not without fometimes mingling my tears
with my colors. I prefented fome fans of my own paint-
ing to fome ladies in the neighbourhood, who were pleaf-
ed to commend both the execution and the defigns. The
latter 1 always took care fhould be moving, and at the
fame time i1'repro:»1chahly pure; and 1 found means even
to reprefent, with unblemifhed delicacy, the unhappy
paflion of the unfortunate Pafiphaég. With this turn of
mind, this foftnefs of foul, it will be fuppofed that
loved. Idid fo, fir; tenderly and truly I loved. Why
fhould 1 difown a pafiion, which, when clarified as mine
was from the impure dregs of fenfuality, is the nobleft
and moft generous fentiment of the human breaft ? O
that the falfe heart of the dear deceiver, whofe perfidious
vows betrayed mine, had been but as pure! The traitor
was quartered with his troop of dragoons in the town
where I lived. His perfon was a happy compound of
the manly ftrength of a hero, and all the fofter graces of
a lover; and I thought that I difcovered in him, at fuft
fight, all the courage and all the tendernefs of Oroondates.
My figure, which was not bad, it feems, pleafed him as
much. He fought and obtained my acquaintance. Soon
by his eyes, and foon after by his words, he declared his
paflion to me. My blufhes, my confufion, and my fi-
lence, too plainly {poke mine. Good gods! how tender
were his words! how languifhingly foft his eyes! with
what ardor did he prefs my hand , a trifling liberty, which
one cannot decently refufe, and for which refufal there is
no precedent! Sometimes he addrefled me in the 1ov-
ing words of Varanes, fometimes in the tender accents
of Caftalio, and fometimes in the warmer language of
Juba; for he was a very good {cholar. In fhort, fir, 2
month was not paft before he prefled for what he called 2
proof of my paflion. [ trembled at the very thought,
and reproached him with the indelicacy of it. He per
fifted, and I, in compliance with cuftom only, hinted
previous marriage : he urged love, and T was not vulgat
enough to refufe to the man I tenderly loved, the proof
he required of my paffion. 1T yielded, itis true; but it
was to fentiment, not to defire. A few months gave m¢
reafon to fufpec that his paffion was not quite fo pure:
and within the year, the perfidious wretch convinced {ﬂﬁ

that
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that it had been merely fenfual : for, upon the removal
of his troop to other quarters, he took a cold leave of
me, and contented himfelf with faying, that in the courfe
of quarters he hoped to have the pleafure, fome time or
other, of fecing me again. You, Mr. Fitz-Adam, if
you have any elegancy of foul, as I dare {fay you have,
can better guefs than I can exprefs, the agonies I felt,
and the tears I fhed upon this occafion : but all in vain;
vain as the thoufand tender letters which 1 have written to
him fince, and to which I have received ne anfwer, As all
this pafled within the courfe of ten months, I had but
one child ;- which dear pledge of my firft and only love I
now maintain, at the expence of more than half of what
[ have to fubfift upon myfelf.

Having now, as I hope, prepared your cémpaffion,
and proved my qualification, I proceed to the prayer of
my petition; which is, that you will be pleated to re-
commend me to the public, with all that authority which
you have {o juftly acquired, for a fhare of this new and
beneficial branch of trade, I mean no farther than the
juft bounds to which the female province may extend.
Let Mr. Dodiley engrofs all the reft, with my beft withes.
Though I fay it, I believe nobody has a clearer notion of
the theory of delicate {entiments than I have; and I have
already a confiderable ftock in hand, of thofe allegorical
and emblematical paintings, applicable to almoft every
fituation, in which 2 woman of fenfe, virtue, and deli-
cacy, can find herfelf. I indulged my fancy in painting
them, according to the various difpofitions  of mind,
which my various fortunes produced. 1 think I may fay
without vanity, that I have made confiderable improve-
ments in the celebrated map of the realms of love in
Clelia, T have adorned the banks of the gentle and cryi-
talline Tender, with feveral new villages and groves;
and added expreflion to the pleafing melancho-
lic groves of fighs of tender cares. I have whole quires,
painted in my happier moments, of hearts united and
crowned, fluttering Cupids, wanton zephyrs, conftant
and tender doves, myrtle bowers, banks ‘of jeffamine
and tuberofe, and fhady groves. Thefe will require very
little filling up, if any, from ladies who are in the tran-
‘ported fituation of growing loves. For the forfaken
and complaining fair, with whom, alas! 1. too fatally

{ympathize,
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fympathize, I have tender willows drooping over mur-
Muring, bloo}«ﬂ and gloomy walks of mournful cyprefs
and folemn yew. In ihortj {ir, I either have by me, or
will fmtw.hh provide, whatever can convey the moft
serfect ideas of elegant friendfhip, or pure, refined, and
{fentimental paffion. But I think it neceflary to <me no-
tice, that if any ladies would exprefs any indelicate ideas
of love, or require any types or emblems of {enfual joy,

they muit not apply to,
S 1R,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,

PArRTHENISSAM

KXV
TSEE By W0-R e D

SaTurpay, July 19, 1753. N° 29,

S d.R;

E TROUBLED you fome time ago with-an account of
my diftrefs, auﬁng from the female part of my family,
I fold you that, by an unfortunate trip to Paris, my wife
and daughter had run ftark Frencl y, and I with I could tell
you now that they were perfectly recovered ; but all I can
fay 1s, that the violence of the {ymptoms {eems to abate,
in propmtion as the cloaths that inflamed them: wear out,
My prefent misfortune flows from a diret contrary
caufe, and affe¢ts me much more fenfibly, The litte
Wh}ms affectations, and delicacies of ladies may be both
ridiculous and dlfag;emb‘c efpecially to thofe who are
obliged to be at once the witneffes and the martyrs of
tncm but they are not evils to be compared with the

obﬂ:;mte wrong-headednefs, the idle and illiberal turn, of

an only fon, which is unfortunately my cafe. _
I acquainted
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I acquainted you, that in the education of my fon I
had conformed to the common cuftom of this country,
perhaps I conformed to it too much and too foon ; and
that I carried him to Paris, from whence, after fix months
tay, he was to go upon his travels, and take the ufual
tour of Italy and Germany. I thought it very neceffary
for a young man, though not for a young lady, to be
well acquainted with the languages, the manners, the
characters, and the conftitutions, of other countries ; the
want of which I experienced and lamented in myfelf,
norder to enable him to keep good company, I allowed
him more than I could conveniently afford ; and I truft-
ed him to the care of a Swifs governor, a gentleman of
fome learning, good-fenfe, good-nature, and good-
manners, But how cruelly I am difappointed in all thefe
hopes, what follows will inform‘you.

During his ftay at Paris, he only frequented the worft
Englith company there, with whom he was unhappily en-
gaged in two or three {crapes, which the credit and the
good-nature of the Englith ambaflfador helped him out of,
He hired a low Irifh wench, whom he drove about ina
hired chaife, to the great honor of himfelf, his family,
and his country, He did notlearn one word of French,
and never {poke to Frenchman or Frenchwoman, except-
ing fome vulgar and injurious epithets, which he beftow-
ed upon them in very plain Englith. His governor very
honeftly informed me of this condu&, which he tried in
vain toreform, -and advifed their removal to Italy, which
accordingly I immediately ordered. His behaviour there
will appear in the trueft light to you, by his own and his
governor’s laft letters to me, of which I here give you
faithful copies.

“ Rome, May the 3d, 1753.
(94 S
I R,

“ In the fix weeks that I paffed at Florence, and the
week Iftayed at Genoa, I never had time to write to
you, being wholly taken up with feeing things, of
which the moft remarkable is the fteeple of Pifa : it is
the oddeft thing I ever faw in my life, it ftands all
awry ; I wonder it does not tumble down. I met
with a great many of my countrywomen, and we live

“¢ together
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together very fociably. Ihave been here now a month,
and will give you an account of my way of life. Here.
are a great many agrecable hnqhih gentlemen ; we are
about nine or ten as {mart bucks as any in England.
We conftantly breakfaft together, and then either go
and fee fights, or drive about the outlets of Romein
chaifes ; but the horfes are very bad, and the chaifes
do not follow well. We meet before dinner at the
Englifh coffee-houle ; where there is a very good bil-
liard-table, and very good company. From thence
we go and dine together by turns at each other's lodg-
ings. Then, after a chedxﬂﬁ olafs of claret, for we
have made a thift to get fome hue we go to the cof-
fee-houfe again ; from thence to hippel, and fo to
bed. Ido not believe that thefe Romans are a bit like
the old Romans ; they are a parcel of thin-gutted,
{niveling, cringing dogq and 1 verily believe that our
fet could threﬂ1 forty of them. We never go among
them ; it would not be worth while : befides, we none
of us {pud ¢ Italian, and none of thofe hg;nms {peak
Englifh ; which fhews what fort of fellows they are.
We faw the Pope go by the other day in a procuhon,
but we refolved to affert the honor of old England ;

we neither bowed, nor pulled off our hats, to the old
rogue. Provifions and liquor are but bad here ; and,
to fay the truth, I have not had one thomuoh urood
meal’s meat fince I left England. No longer ago than
laft Sunday? we wanted to have a good plumb-pud-
ding ; but we found the materials difficult to provide,
'md were obliged to get an Englith footman to make it.
Pray, fir, let me come home ; for I cannot find that
one 1s a jot the better for feemg all thefe outlandifh
places and people. But if you will not let me come
back, for God’s fake, fir, take away the impertinent
mounfeer you fent with me. He is a confiderable ex-
pence to you, and of no manner of fervice tome. Al
the Englifh here laugh at him, he is {fucha prig. He
thinks himfelf a fine cremlcman, and is always plaguing
me to go Into forucm companies, to learn foreign
languages, and to get foreign manners; as if T were

not to live and die 1n old Enghnd and as if good EHIgh*
£5-);
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* lifh acquaintance would not be much more ufeful to
“ me than outlandifh ones. Dear fir, grant me this re-
* queft, and you fhall ever find me

*“ Your moft dutiful {on,

e 08 s

The following is a very honeft and fenfible letter, which
i received at the fame time from my fon’s governor.

* Rome, May the 3d, 17¢3.
SR,

** I think myfelf obliged in confcience to inform you,
that the money you are pleafed to allow me, for my
“ attendance upon your fon, isabfolutely thrown away ;
« fince I find, by melancholy experience, that I can be
“ of no manner of ufe to him. I have tried all poffible
“ methods to prevail with him to anfwer, in fome de-
gree at lealt, your good intentions in fending him
abroad ; but allin vain: and in return for my endea-
vours, I am either laughed at or infulted. Sometimes
Iam called a beggarly French dog, and bid to go
back to my own country and eat my frogs; and fome-
tmes I am mounfeer ragout, and told that I think my-
felf a very fine gentleman. Idaily reprefent to him,
that, by f{€iding him abroad, you meant that he
fhould learn the languages, the manners; and charadters,
of different countries, and that he fhould add to the
claffical education which you had given him at home,
“ a knowledge of the world, and the genteel eafy man-
ners of a man of fathion, which can only be acquired
by frequenting the beft companiesabroad. To which
he only anfwers me with a {neer of contempt, and
fays, “ fobe like-ye, ha !” I would have connived
at' the common vices of youth, ifthey had been at-
tended with the leaft degree of decency or refinement ,
butI muft not conceal from you, that your fon’s are
of the loweft and moft degrading kind, and avowed
in the moft publicand indecent manner. I have never
been able to perfuade him to deliver the letters of re-
commendation which you procured him; he fays, he

““ does
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“¢ doesnot defire to keep fuch company. I advifed him
““ to take an Italian mafter ; whichhe flatly refufed, fay-
“ ing that he fhould have time enough to learn Italian,
““ when he went back to England. But he has taken, of
*¢ himfelf, a mufic mafier to teach him to play upon the
German flute, upon which he tlirows away two or three
¢ hours every day. We fpend a great deal of money,
¢ without doing you or ourfelves any honor by it ; though
your fon, like the generality of his countrymen, va-
tues himfelf upon the expence, and looks upon all
foreigners, who are not able to make {o confiderable
a_one, as a parcel of beggars and fcoundrels, fpeaks
of them, and, if he {poke to them, would treat them
as {uch.

¢ If I might prefume to advife you, fir, it thould beto
order us home forthwith. I can affure you that your
fon’s morals and manners will be in much lefs
danger under your own infpection at home, than they
can be under mine abroad ; and I defy him to keep
worfe Englith company in England than he now keeps
here. But, whatever you may think fit to determine
concerning him, I muft humbly infift upon my owi
difmiflion, and upon leave to affure you in perfon of
the refpect, with which I have the honor to be,

(41
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I have complied with my fon’srequeft, in confequence
of his governor’s advice, and have ordered him to come
home immediately. But what fhall I do with him here,
where heis but too likely to be encouraged and counte-
nanced in thefe illiberal and ungentleman-like manners ?
My cafe is furely moft fingularly unfortunate ; to be pla-
gued on one fide by the polite and elegant foreign follies
of my wife and daughter, and on the other by the uncon-
forming obftinacy, the low vulgar exceffes, and the por-=
ter-likemanners, of my fon.

Perhaps my fortune may fuggeft to you fome thoughts
upon the methods of education in general, which COHC;

veye

s
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veyed to the public through your paper, may prove of
public ufe. It is in that view fingly that you have had
this fecond trouble from,

S1R,
Your moft humble fervant and conftant reader,

R

I allow the cafe of my worthy correfpondent to be
compaflionate, but I cannot poflibly allow it to be fingu-
lar. ~ The public places daily prove the contrary too plain-
ly. I confefs I oftener pity than blame the errors of
youth, when I refle¢t upon the fundamental errors gene-
rally committed by their parents in their education.
Many totally neglect, and many miftake it. The an-
tients began the education of their children, by forming
their hearts and their manners. They taught them the
duty of men and of citizens, we teach them the languages
of the antients, and leave their morals and manners to
fhift for themfelves.

As for the modern fpecies of, human bucks, Iimpute
their brutality to the negligence or the fondnefs of their
parents, It is obferved in parks, among their betters, the
real bucks, that the moft troublefome and mifchievous
are thofe who were bred up tame, fondled, and fed out
of the hand, when fawns. They abufe, when grown up,
the indulgence they met with in their youth; and their

tfamlliarity grows troublefome and dangerous with their
101mS,

THE
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XXVIL.
Tl W R, B
SaTurDAY, Dec. 7, 1753. N° 49.

-

I‘HOUGH I am an old fellow, I am neither four nor
f[illy enough yet, to be a fnarling laudator temporis acti, and
to hate or defpife the prefent age becaufe it is the prefent.
I cannot, likemany of my cotemporaries, rail at the won-
derful degeneracy and corruption of thefe times, nor, by
fneering compliments to the ingenious, the fagacious,
moderns, intimate that they have not common {fenfe. I
really do not think that the prefent age is marked out by
any new and diftinguifhed vices and follies, unknown to
former ages. Onthe contrary, I am apt to {ufpect that
human nature was always very like what it is at this day,
and that men, from the time of my great progenitors
down to this moment, have always had in them the fame
feeds of virtue and vice, wifdomand folly, of which only
the modes have varied, from climate, education, and a
thoufand other confpiring” caufes.

Perhaps this uncommon good-humour and indulgence
of mine to my cotemporaries may be owing to the na-
tural benignity of my conftitution, in which I can difco-
ver no particles of envy or ill-nature, even to my rivals,
both in fame and profit, the weekly writers ; or perhaps
to the fuperiority of my parts, which every body muft
acknowledge, and which places me infinitely above the
mean fentiments of envy and jealoufy. But, whatever
may be the true caufe, which probably neither my readers
nor I fhallever difcover with precifion, this atleaft is cer-
tain, that the prefent age has not only the honor and
pleafure of being extremely well with me, but, if I dare
fay {o, better than any that [ have yet either heard or read
of. Both vices and virtues are fmoothed and foftened by
manners, and though they exift as they ever have done,
yet the former are become lefs barbarous, and the latter
lefs rough; infomuch thatI am as glad as Mr. Voltaire
can be, that I have the good fortune te live in this age,

indepen-

N ]
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independently of that interefted confideration, that it is
rather better to be {lill alive, than only to have lived,

This my benevolence to my countrymen and cotem-
poraries ought to be efteemed ftill the more meritorious
in me, when I fhall make it appear that no man’s merit
has been lefs attended to or rewarded than mine : and
nothing produces ill-humor, rancour, and malevolence fo
much, as neglected and unrewarded merit.

The utility of my weekly labors is evident, and their
effects, wherever they are read, prodigious. They are
equally calculated, I may fay it without vanity, to form
the_heart, improve the underftanding, and pleafe the
fancy. Notwithftanding all which, the ungrateful public
does not take above three thoufand of them a week,
though, according to Mr. Maitland’s calculation of the
number of inhabitantsin this great metropolis, they ought
to take two hundred thoufand of them, fuppofing only
five perfons, and one paper to each family ; and allow-
ing feven millions of fouls in the reft of the king-
dom, I may modeftly fay, that one million more of them
ought to be taken and circulated in the country. The
- profit arifing from the fale of twelve hundred thoufand
papers, would be fome encouragement to me to continue
thefe my labors, for the benefit of mankind.

I have not yet had the leaft intimation from the mi nifters,
that they have any thoughts of calling me to their afiift-
ance, and giving me fome confiderable employment
of honor and profit; and, having had no fuch intimati-
ons, Lam juftly apprehenfive that they have no fuch in-
tentions : fuch intimations being always long previous ta
the performance, often to the intentions,

Nor have I beeninvited, as I confefs] expected to be,

Y any confiderable borough or county, to reprefent
them in the next parliament, and to defend their liber-
ties, and the Chriftian religion, againit the minifters and
the Jews. But I think I can account for this feeming
flight, without mortification to my vanity and felf-love ;
My name being a pentateuch name, which, in thefe fuf-
pictous and doubtful times, favours too firongly of Ju-
daifin ; though, upon the faith of 2 Chriftian, I have not
the leaft tendency to it; and I muft do Mrs. Fitz-Adam,
whoI own has fome influence over me, the juftice to

fay,
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fay, that fhe has the utmoft horror for thofe fanguinary
rites and ceremonies.

Notwithftanding all this ill ufage, for every man may
be faid to be ill ufed, who is not rewarded according to
his own eftimation of his own merit, which I feel and
lament, I cannot however call the prefent age names, and
brand it with degeneracy; nature, as I have already ob-
ferved, being always the fame, modes only varying.
With modes, the fignification of words alfo varies, and
in the courfe of thofe variations, convey ideas very diffe-
rent from thofe, which they were originally intended to
exprefs. I could give numberlefs inftances of this kind,
but at prefent I fhall content myfelf with this fingle one.

The word sonor, in its proper fignification, doubt-
lefs implies the united fentiments of virtue, truth, and
juftice, carried by a generous mind beyond thofe mean
moral obligations, which the laws require, or can punifh
the violation of. A TRUE MAN OF HONOR Will not content
himfelf with the literal difcharge of the duties of a man
and a citizen ; he raifes and dignifies them into. magnani-
mity. He gives where he may with juftice refule, he for-
gives where he may with juflice refent, and his whole
conduét is direéted by the noble fentiments of his own
unvitiated heart ; furer and more fcrupulous guides than
the laws of the land, which, being calculated for the ge-
nerality of mankind, muft neceffarily be more a reftraint
upon vices in general, than an invitation and reward of
particular virtues. But thefe extenfive and compound
notions of Honor have been long contraéted, and re-
duced to the fingle one of perfonal courage. Among the
Romans, HoNOR meant no morethan contempt of dan-
gers and death in the fervice, whether juft or unjuft, of
their country. Their fucceffors and conquerors, the
Goths and Vandals, who did not deal much in complex
ideas, fimplified thofe of nonor, and reduced them to
this plain and fingle one, of fighting for fighting’s fake,
upon any, or all, no matter what, occafions.

Our prefent mode of Honor is fomething more com-
pounded, as will appear by the true character which 1
fhallnow give of afafhionable M AN OF HONOR.

A Gen-
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A Gentleman *, which is now the genteel {ynenymous
term for a MAN OF HONOR, muit, like his Gothic an-
celtors, be ready for, and rather defirous of, fingle com-
bat. And if by a proper degree of w rongheadednefs he
provokes it, he is only fo much the more Jealous of his
HONOR, and more of a GENTLEMAN.

He may lie with impunity, if he is neither dete@ed nor
accufed of it: for it is not the lie he tells, but the lie he
is told of, that difhonors him. In that cafe he demon-
ftiates his veracity by his fword or his piftol, and ecither
kills or is killed with the greateft moxox.

¢ may abufe and ftarve his own wife. daughters, or
[iiters, and he may feduce thofe of othes men, particu-
latly his friends, with inviolate HONOR, becaufe, as fir
John Brute very juftly obferves, 4e wears a fword.

By the laws of noxor he isnot obliged to pay his fervants
or his tradefmen ; for, as they are a pack -of {coundrels,
they cannot without infolence demand their due of a gen-
tleman ; but he muft punctually pay his gaming debrs to
the tharpers who have cheated him ;  tor thofe debts are
really debts of monoR.

He lies under one difagreeable reftraint; for he muft
not cheat at play, unlefs in a horfe-match : but then he
may with great onor defraud in anoffice, or betraya truft,

In public affairs, he may, not only with moxor, but
even with fome degree of LUSTRE, bein the (ame feflion
a turbulent patriot, oppofing the beft meafures, and a fer-
vile courtier, promoting the worft ; provided a very lucra-
Hve confideration be known to be the motive of his con-
verfion : for in that cafe the point of Honor turns fingly
upon the guantum. -

From thefe premifes, which the more they -are confi-
dered the tryer they will be found, it appears that there
are but two things which a man of the niceft HoNor may
not do, which are, declining fingle combat, and cheating
at play, Strange ! that virTuEe fhould be fo difficult,
and HoNoR, its luperior, fo eafy to attain it!

Vor. II. | R The

* - v .
c f’i gen_t!eman, 15 every man, who with a tolerable fuit of cloaths, 2
Word by his fide, and a watch and fouff-box in his pocket, afferts himfelf

0 be o gentleman, {wears with energy that he will be treated as fuch, and
that he will cu; the

trary,

throat of any man who prefumes to fay to the con-
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The uniformed herd of mankind are governed by
words and names, which they implicitly receive without
either knowing or afking their meaning.  Even the phi-
lofophical and religious controverfies, for the laft three or
four hundred years, have turned much more upon words
and names, unafcertained and mi{underitood, than upen
things fairly ftated. "The polite world, to fave time and
trouble, receive, adapt, and ufe words, in the fignifica-
tion of the day; not having leifure nor inclination to ex-
amine and analyfe them: and thus, often mifled by
founds, and notalways fecured by fenfe, they are hurried
into. fatal errors, which they do not give their under-
ftandings fair play enough to prevent.

In explaining words, therefore, and bringing them
back to their true fignification, one may fometimes hap-
pen to expofe and explode thofe errors, which the abule
of them both occafions and proteéts. - May that be the
good fortune of this day’s paper! How many unthink-
ing and unhappy men really take themfelves to be MexN
of Hoxor, upon thefe miftaken ideas of that word ! And
how fatal to others, efpecially to the young and inexperi-
enced, is their example and fuccefs in the world ! I could
heartily with that feme good dramatic poet would exhi-
bit-at full length and in hively colors, upon the ftage, this
miodifh character of a man of monor, of which I'have
but flightly and haftily ehalked the outlines. Upon fuch
a fubject, Tam apt to think thata good poet might be
more ufeful than agood preacher, as perhaps his audi-
ences would be more numerous, ‘and his matter more at-
tended to. Befides,

« Segnius irritant animos, demiffa per aurem
s Quam quz funt oculis fubjecta fidelibus, et qua
< Ipfe fibi tradit fpeCtator *.”

P.'S. 'To prevent miftakes, I'muft obferve that there
js a great differénce between a MAN of HoNoRr, and?
pERSON of HoNOR. By pErRsons of HoNOR were meal
in the latter end of the laft century, bad authors and
poets of noble birth, who were but juft not fools enough
to prefix their namesin-great lettersto the prologues, epi
logues, and fometimes even the plays, with which thej

# Horat, Art. Poet. v What we hear

Mote flowly moves the heart than what we fee.
DuncomBE’s tranflation
entertaine
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entertained the public. But now that our nobil
generous to interfere in the trade of us poor profefled
authors, or to eclipfe our performances by the diftinguifh-
ed and fuperior excellency and luftre of
ing at prefent of a PErRsoN of HONOR, is reduced to the
siMpLE idea of a pERsON of ILLusTRIOUS BIRTH.

ity are too

theirs ; the mean-

XXVIIL
THE WORLD.

THurspay, Sept. 19, 19754. N®° go.

AN old friend and fellow-ftudent of mine at the uni-
verfity, called upon me the other morning, and found me
reading Plato’s Sy mpofion. Iaid down m y book toreceive
him,_which, after the firft ufual compliments, he took up,
faying, “ You will give me leave to fee what was the gb-
“ je& of your ftudies.” ¢ Nothing lefs than the divine
* Plato,”” faid I, “ that amiable philofopher—" ¢ i}
whom,” interrupted my friend, *“ Cicero declares that
he would rather be in" the wrong, than in the right
with any other” ¢ | cannot,™ replied I, “ carry my
vencration for him to that degree of enthufiafm; bt
Yet, whenever I underftand him, for I confefs I#do
not every where, T prefer him to all the antient philo-
fophers.” Hig Sympofion more particularly engages
and entertaing me, as I fee the manners and charaters
* of the moft eminent men, of the politeft times, of
“ the politeft city of Greece. And, with all due refpect
:: to the moderns, I muft queftion w]}ether an account
.. °f 2 modern Sympofion, though written by the ableft
. hand, could be read with fo much pleafure and im-
o Povement.” ““ T do not know that,” replied my friend ;
« or, though I revere the antients as much as you pof-
.. 'Bly can; and ook upon the moderns as pigmies,
. "hen compared to thofe giants, yet if we come up to
« OF ear them in any thing, it is the elegance and deli-
Cacy of our convivial intercourfe,”

2

L2 1 was
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I was the more furprized at this doubt of my friend’s,
becaufe 1 knew that he implicitly fubfcribed to, and fu-
perftitioufly maintained all the articles of the claflical
faith. I therefore afked him, whether he was ferious?
He anfwered me ¢ that he was : that, in his mind, Plato
¢ {pun out that filly affair of love too fine and too long ;
¢ and that, if I would but let him introduce me to the
¢ club of which he was an unworthy member, he be-
¢t lieved I fhould at leaft entertain the fame doubt, or
“ perhaps even decide in favour of the moderns.” I
thanked my friend for his kindnefs, but added that, in
whatever {ociety he was an unworthy member, I fhould
be flill a more unworthy gueft. That moreover, my
retired and domedtic turn of life was as inconfiftent with
the engagements of a club, as my natural taciturnity
among ftrangers would be mifplaced in the midit of all
that feftal mirth and gaiety. * You miftake me,” an-
{wered my friend ; ** every member. of our club has the
¢ privilege of bringing one friend along with him, who
¢ is by no means thereby to become a member of it;
¢ and as for your taciturnity, we have {ome filent mem-
“ bers, who, by the way, are none of our worft. Si-
““ lent pecple never {poil company ; but, on the contra-
¢ ry, by being good hearcrs, encourage good {peakers.”
“¢ But I have another difliculty,” anfwered I, ¢ and that
¢ 1 doubt a very folid one, which is, that I drink no-
¢ thing but water.’? ““ So much the worfe for you,”
replied my friend, who, by the bye, loves his bottle
moft academically ; ¢ you will pay for the claret you do
“ not drink. We ufe no compulfion ; every one drinks
< ag little as he pleafes—” *“ Which 1 prefume,” inter-
rupted I, ““is as much as he can.” “° That is juft as
< it happens,” faid he : ¢ fometimes, it is true, we make
¢ pretty good fittings, but for my own part, I chufe to
¢ g0 home always before eleven : for, take my word for
¢ it, it is the fitting up late, and not the drink, that
¢ deftroys the conflitution.” ~ As I found that my friend
would have taken a refufalill, I told him that for this once
I would certainly attend him to the club, but defired him
to give me previoufly the outlines of the characters of the
{itting members, that I might know how to behave my-
{elf propetly. “ Your precaution,” faid he, ““ is a prudent
¢ one; and I will make you fo well acquainted with them

“¢ before-
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beforehand, that you fhall not feem a ftranger when
among them. You muft know then, that our club
confifts of at leaft forty members when compleat. Of
thefe, many are now in the country ; and befides, we
have fome vacancies, which cannot be filled up till next
winter. Palfies and apoplexies have of late, I do not
know why, been pretty rife among us, and carried off
a good many. Itis not abéve a week ago, that poor
Tom Toaftwell fell on a fudden under the table, as we
thought only a little in drink, but he was carried home,
and never {poke more. Thofe whom you will proba-
bly meet with to-day are, firft of all, lord Feeble, a
nobleman of admirable fenfe, a true fine gentleman,
and, for a man of quality, a pretty claffic. ¢ has
lived rather faft formerly, and impaired his conftitu-
tion by fitting up late, and drinking your thin tharp
wines. He is flill what you call nervous, which makes
him a little low fpirited and referved at firft; but he
grows very -affable and chearful, as foon as he has
warmed his {ftornach with about a bottle of good claret,
““ Sir T'unbelly Guzzle is a very worthy north-country
baronet of a good eftate, and one who was beforehand
in the world, tll, being twice chofen knight of the
thire, and having in confequence got 4 pretty employ-
ment at court, he ran out confiderably, He has left
off hotife-keeping, and is now upon a retrieving
fcheme, He is the heartieft, honefteft fellow living
and though he is a man of very féw words, I can af-
fure you he does not want fedfe. He had an univerfi=
ty education, and has a good notion of the claflics.
The poor man is contfined half the year dt leaft with
the gout, and has befides an inveterate {curvy, which
I cannot account for: no man can live more regularly,
he eats nothing but plain meat, and very little of that,
he drinks nio thin wines, and never fits up late, for he
has his full dofe by eleven..

(44 & - _ : :
Colonel Culverin is a brave old experienced officer,

‘[hough but a lietitennant-ecolonel of foot, Between you
and me, he has had great injuftice done him, and is
oW commarided by miany, who were not born when
31€_Cﬂme firft into the arny. He has ferved in Ireland,
finorca, and Gibraltar, and would have been in all
the late battles in Flanders, had the regiment been or-
£c ({c'“'-:’-"
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dered there. It 1s a pleafure to hear him talk of war,
He is the beft natured man alive, but a little too jea-
lous of his henor, and too apt to be in a paflion; but
that is foon over, and then he is forry for it, I fear
he is dropfical, which I impute to his drinking your
champaigns and burgundies. He got that ill habit
¢ abroad.

““ Sir George Plyant is well born, has a genteel for-
tune, keeps the very beft company, and is to be fure
one of the beft-bred men alive : he is fo good-natured,
that he feems to'have no will of his own. He will
drink as little or as much as you pleafe, and no mat-
ter of what. He has been a mighty man with the la-
dies formerly, and loves the crack of the whip fill
He is our news-monger ; for, being a gentleman of
the privy-cliamber, -he goes to court every day, and
confequently knows pretty well what is going forward
there. Poor gentleman! I fear we {hall not keep him
long ; for he {eems far gone in a confumption, though
the dotors fay it is only a nervotss atrophy.

““ Will Sitfaft is the beft-natured fellow living, and an
excellent companion, though le feldom {peaks; but
he is'no flincher, and fits every man’s hand out at the
club. He is a very good fcholar, and can write very
pretty Latin verfes. I doubt he is in a declining way;
for a paralitical ftroke has lately twitched up one fide
of his mouth {o, that he is now obliged to take his
wine diagonally. However, he keeps up his fpirits
bravely, and never fhams his glafs, -

““ Dottor Carbuncle is an honeft, jolly, merry patfon,
well affelted to the government, and much of a gen-
tleman. He is the life of our club, inftead of being
the leaft reftraint upon it.  He is an admirable fcholar,
and I really believe has all Horace by heart ; I know
he has him alwaysin his pocket. Fis red face, in-
flamed nofe, and fwelled legs, make him generally
thought a hard drinker by thofe who do not know
him ; but I muft do him the juftice to {ay, that I never
faw him difguifed with liquorin my life. It 1s true,-.hﬂ
1S a very large man, and can hold a oreat deal, which
makes the colonel call him pleatantly enough, a vl
of election.
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* The laft and leaft,” concluded my friend, * is your
“ humble fervant fuch as I am; and, if you pleafe, we
“ will go and walk in the park till dinner-time.” I
agreed, and we fet out together, But here the reader
will perhaps expect that I fhould let him walk on 2 little,
while I give his character. We were of the fame year
of St. John’s college in Cambridge: he was a younger
brother of a good family, was bred to the church, and
had juit got a fellowfhip in the college, when, his elder
brother dying, he fucceeded to an eafy fortune, and re-
folved to make himfelf eafy with it, that is, to do no-
thing. As he had refided long in college, he had con-
tracted all the habits and prejudices; the lazinefs, the
foaking, the pride, and the pedantry of the cloyfter,
which after a certain time are never to be rubbed off. He
confidered the critical knowledge of the Greek and I.atin
words, as the utmoft effort of the human underftanding,
and a glafs of good wine in good company as the high=
eft pitch of human felicity. ~ Accordingly he paffes his
mornings in reading the claflics, moft of which he has
long had by heart, and his evenings in drinking his glafs
of good wine, which, by frequent filling, amounts at
leaft to two, and often to three bottles a day. I muft
not omit mentioning that my friend is tormented with the
ftone, which misfortune he imputes to his having once
drunk water for a month, by the prefeription of the late
doctor Cheyne, and by no means to at leaft two quarts
of claret a day, for thefe laft thirty years. To return to
my friend: “ I am very much miftaken,” faid he, as
we were walking in the park, “ if you do not thank me
“ for procuring you this day’s entertainment ; for a fet of
worthier gentlemen, to be fure, nmever lived.” “ I
make no doubt of it,” faid I, * and am therefore the
more concerned, when 1 reflect, that this cliub of wor-
thy gentlemen might, by your own account; be not
improperly called an hofpital of incurables, as there is
not one among them, who does not labor under fome
chronical and mortal diftemper.” ““ I fee what you
would be at,” anfwered my friend; you would
imfinuate that it is all owing to wine : but let me affure

you, Mr, Fitz-Adam, that wine, elpecially claret, if
neat and good, can hurt no man.” 1 did not reply to

t]””mlorlﬁn of my friend’s, which I knew would draw
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on too long a difcuffion, efpecially as we were juft going
into the club-room, where I took it for granted thart it
was one of the great conftitutional principles. The ac-
count of this modern Sympofion fhall be the fubject of
my next paper.

XXIX.
THE WORLD.
SATURDAY, Sept. 26, 1754. N? o1,

MY friend prefented me to the company, in what hé
thought the moft obliging manner; but which, I confefs,
put me a little out of countenance, * Give me leave,
*“ gentlemen,” faid he, “ to prefent to you my old
“ friend Mr. Fitz-Adam, the ingenious author of the
“ World.” ‘The word author inftantly excited the at-
tention of the whole company, and drew all their eyes
upon me: for people, who are not apt to write them* |
felves, have a firange curiofity to fee a live author. The
gentlemen received me in common with thofe geftures that
intimate welcome; and I on my part-refpectfully mutter- i
ed fome of thofe nothings, which ftand inftead of the
fomething one thould fay, and perhaps do full as well.
'The weather being hot, the gentlemen were refrefhing
themfelves before dinner, with what they called a cool zank?
ard; in which they fucceffively drank to me. When it
came to my turn, I thought I could not decently decline
drinking the gentlemen’s healths, which I did aggregately !
but how was [ furprized, when upon the firft tafte I dil-
covered that this cooling and refrefhing draught was
compofed of the ftrongeft mountain wine, lowered indeed
with a very little lemon and water, but then hcighrn-d
again by a quantity of thofe comfortable aromatics,nutmeg
and ginger | Dinner, which had been called for more than
once with {ome impatience, was at laft brought up, upon
he colonel’s threatening perdition to the mafter and all the
waiters of the houfe, if 1t was delayed two minutes io?‘.;;’:f-
We

D

(@1}




U,

=y

218

L ko b

MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. XXIX. 13

We fat down without ceremony, and wé were no fooner
fat down, than every body, except myfelf, drank every
body’s health, which made a tumultuous kind of noife.
I obferved with furprize, that the common quantity of
wine was put into glafles of an iramenfe fize and weight ;
but my furprize ceafed when I faw the tremulous hands
that took them, and for which I fuppofed they were in-
tended as ballaft. But even this precaution did not pro-
tect the nofe of doctor Carbuncle from a fevere thock, in
his attempt to hit his mouth. The colonel, who obfery-
ed this accident, cried out pleafantly, ““ Why, door, I
*“ find you are but a bad engineer. While you aim at
“ your mouth, you will never hit it, take my word for
el A floating battery, to hit the mark, muit be point-
“ ed fomething above, or below it. If you would hit
your mouth, direét your four-pounder at your fore-
* head, or your chin.” The doctor good-humoredly
thanked the colonel for the hint, and promifed him to
communicate it to his friends at Oxford, where he owned.
that he had feen many a good glafs of port {pilt for wantr
ofit. Sir Tunbelly almoft {miled, fir George laughed,
and the whole company, fome how or other, applauded
this elegant piece of raillery. - But alas, things {oon took
4 lefs pleafant turn ; for an enormous buttock of boiled
falt beef, which had fucceeded the foupe, proved not to be
fufficiently corned for fir Tunbelly, who had belpoke it,and
at thefaine time lord Feeble took a diflike to the claret,
which he affirmed not to be the fame, which they had
drank the day before ; it had not filkinefs, went roug!y
off the tongue,” and his lordfhip fhrewdly fufpeéted
that it was mixed with * Be ecarlo, or fome of thofe
“ black wines.” This was a common caufe, and ex-
cited univerfal attention. The whole company tafted it
feriotlﬂy, and every one found a different fault with it.
The mafter of the houfe was immediately fent for up,
€xamined, and treated as a criminal.,  Sir Tunbelly re-
Proached him with the frefhne(s of the beef, while at th-
fame time all the others fell upon him for the badnefs of
s wine, telling him that it was not fic ufage for fuch good
Cultomers as they were, and in fine, threatening him
with 2 migration of the club to fome other houfe, The

L1
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and attefted heaven and earth, that the wine was the
very {fame which they had all approved of the day before,
and, as he had a foul to be faved, was true Chateau
Margoux. ¢ Chateau devil!” faid the colonel with
warmth, ““ it is your d—d rough chaos * wine.” Will
Sitfaft, who thought himfelf obliged to articulate upen
this occafion, faid, he wasnot {ure it was a mixed wine,
but that indeed it drank down. ¢° If that 1sall” inter-

rupted the doctor, * let us even drink it #p then ; or, if

“¢ that will notdo, fince we cannot have the true laler=

num, let us take up for once with the wile Sabimum.
What fay you, gentlemen, togood henelt port, which
I am convinced is a much wholefomer ftomach wine #”
My friend, who in his heart loves port better than any
other wine in the world, willingly feconded the doctor’s
motion, and {poke very favourably of your Portingal
wines in general, if neat, Upon this; fome was imme-
diately brought up, which 1 obferved my friend and
the doftor ftuck to the whole evening. Icould not help
afking the doctor, if he really pleiened port to lighter
wines ? To which he an{wered, * Youknow, Mr. Fitz-
¢ Adam, that ufeis fecond nature,and port isin a man-~
¢ ner mother’s milk to me ; foritis what my A/ma Ma-

¢ ger fuckles all her numerous progeny with.” I filently
s{fented to the doctor’s account, which I was con vinced
was a true one, and then attended to the Judicious ani=
madverfions of the other gentlemen upon the claret, which
were ftill continued, tld"loh at the fame time ‘th:\ con+
tinued to drink it. l hinted my f{urprize at this to fir
Tunbelly, who gravely an{wered me, and in a moving
way, “ \’\ hy what can we do ?” * Not drink it,”” re-
plied I, “ fince it is not good.” ¢¢ But what will you
“ haveus do? and how fhall we pals the evening ?”
rejoined the baronet. ““ One cannot go home at ﬁve_
“ o’clock.” * That depends upona great deal of ufe,”
faidl. ¢ It may be fo, to a certain dww“ * faid the
do ‘tor. . ““ But give me leave to afk you, ‘Mr. Fitz-
¢ Adam, you, who drink nothing but water, and live
much at home, how do you keep up your {pirits I’
“ W h‘, dcétor,” faid I, ¢“ as [ never lowered my 1']';?1'it5
“ by {trong quums I do not want toraife them.” Here
ve were interrupted by the colonel’s raifing his voice and
indignation
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indignation againft the burgundy and the champain,
{wearing that the former was ropy, and the latter upon
the fret, and not without fome fufpicion of cyder and fu-
gar-candy ; notwithftanding which, he drank, ina bum-
per of it, “° Confufion to the town of Briftol and the bot-
tleatt.” It wasa thame, he faid, that gentlemen could
have no good burgundies and champains, for the fake of
fome increafe of the revenue, the manufadture of glafs
bottles, and fuch fort of ftuff, Sir George confirmed the
fame, adding that it was fcandalous, and the whole com-
pany agreed, that the new parliament would certainly re-
eal fo ablurd an act the very firft feffion ; but, if “they
did not, they hoped they would receive inftructions to
that purpofe from their conflituents. “ To be {ure,”
faid the colonel. “ What-a d—d rout they made about
"~ the repeal of the Jew-bill, for which nobody cared one

arthing ! But, by the way,” continued he, *“ I think
* every body has done cating, and therefore had not we
* better have the dinner taken away, and the wine fet

upon the table ?”  To this the company gave an una-
nimous aye. While this was doing, 1 afked my friend,
with feeming ferioufnefs, whether no part.of the dinner
Was tobe ferved up again, when the wine fhould be fut
upen the table ? He feemed furprized at my queftion,
and atked me if [ was hungry ? To which Ianfwered, no
butafked him in my turn if he was dry ? To which he
alfo anfwered, no.” * Then pray,” replied I, ¢ why
*“ not as well eat without being hungry, as drink with-

-~ out being dry #* My friend was {o ftunned with this,
that he attempted no reply, but ftared at me with as
much aftonithment, as he would have done at my great
anceftor Adam, in his primitive ftate of nature,

The cloth wes now taken away, and the bottles, glaf-
{es, and difh-clouts, put upon the table, when Will Sit-
fatt, who Ifound was a perpetual toaft-maker, took the
chair, of courfe, as the man of application to bufinefs,
£i¢ began the king’s health in a bumper, which circulated
1 the {ame manner, not without fome nice examinations
of the chairman as to day-light, The bottle ftanding

Yy me, I was called upen by the chairman, who added,
that though a water-drinker, hehoped I would not refufe
t!}at health in wine, [ begaed to be excufed, and told
bim that I never drank his majefty’s health at all, though

L1
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no one of his fubjects withed it miore heartily than I did ;
that hitherto it had not appeared tome, that there could
be the leaft relation between the wine I drank, and the
king’s ftate of health, and that, till I was convinced that
impairing my own health would improve his Majelty’s,
I was refolved to preferve the ufe of my faculties and my

limbs, to employ both in his fervice if he could ever have

occafion for them. I had forefeen the confequences of
thisrefufal, and, though my friend had anfwered for my
principles, I eafily difcovered an air of fufpicion in the
countenances of the company, and I overheard the colo-
nel whifper tolord Feeble,  This autlior is a very odd
L1 dOg!”

My friend was athamed of me ; but however, to help
me off as well as he could, he faid to me aloud, “ Mr.
*¢ Fitz-Adam, this is one of thofe fingularities, which you
* have contratted by living fo muchalone.” From this
moment, the company gave me up to my oddnefles,
and took no farther notice of me. Ileaned filently upon
the table, waiting for, though, to fay the truth, without
expecting, fome of that feftal gaiety, that urbanity, and
that elegant mirth, of which my friend had promifed fo
large afhare ; inftead of all which, the converfation ran
chiefly into narrative, and grew duller and duller with
every bottle. Lord Feeble recounted his former at-
chievements in love and wine, the colonel complained;
though with dignity, of hardthips and injuftice, fir
George hinted at fome important difcoveries, which he
had made that day at court, but cautioufly avoided nam-
ing natnes, fir Tunbelly flept between glafs and glafs,
the do€tor and my friend talked over college matters,
and quoted Latin, and our worthy prefident applied
himfelf wholly to bufinefs, never {fpeaking but to order ;
as, ““ Sir, the bottle ftands with you, fir, you are to
*“ name a toaft, that has been drunk already, here, more
* claret I” &c. 1In the height of all this convivial plea-
fantry, which I plainly faw was come to its zenith, I ftole
away at about nine o’clock, and went home ; where re-
flections upon the entertainment of the day crowded into
my mind, and may perhaps be the fubje@ of {fome future

paper.
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XXX.
T H B WO R STy
SATURDAY, O&. 3, 1754. N° ga.

THE entertainment, I do not fay the diverfion,
which I mentioned in my laft paper, tumbled my ima-~
gination to fuch a degree, and fuggefted fuch a variety of
indiftinét ideas to my mind, that, notwithftanding all the
pains I took to fort and digeft, Icould not reduce, them
to method. I fhall therefore throw them out in this pa-

per without order, and juft as they occured to me.
- When I confidered that, perhaps, two millions of my
fellow-fubjects pafled two parts in three of their lives in
the very fame manner, in which the worthy members of my
friend’s club pafs theirs, I was ata lofs to difcover that at-
traltive, irrefiftible, and invifible charm, for I confefsI
law none, to which they fo deliberately and afliduoufly
facrificed their time, their health, and their reafon ; till,
dipping accidentally into monfieur Pafcal, I read, upon
the fubject of hunting, the following paflage. ¢ What,
" unlefs to drown thought,” fays that excellent ‘writer,
¢ can make men throw away fo much time upona filly
* animal, which they may buy much cheaper in the mar-
ket ? 1t hinders us from looking into ourfelves, which
- Isa view we cannot bear.” That this is often one mo-
tive, and fometimes the only one, of hunting, T can eafi-
ly believe. But then it muft be allowed too, that if the
Jolly fportfman, who thus vigoroufly runs away from
himfelf, does not break his neck in his flight, he improves
his health, at leaft, by his exercife.  But what other mo-
tive can poflibly be affigned for the foaker’s daily and fe-
{riouﬂy fwallowing his own deftruction, except that of
drowning thought, and hindering him from looking

" Into himfelf, which isa view he cannot bear
Unhappy the man who cannot willingly and frequently
converfe with himfelf; but miferable in the higheft degree
is the man who dares not ! In one of thefe predicaments
muit

¢
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mutit that man be, who foaks and fleeps away his whole
life. Either tired of himfelf for want of any refletions at
all, or dreading himfelf for fear of the moft tormenting
ones, he flies for refuge from his folly or his guilt, to the
company of his fellow-fufferers, and 1o the intoxication of
firong liquors.

Archbifhop Tillotfon afferts, and very truly, that no
man can plead, in defence of fwearing, that he was born
of a {wearing conflitution. I believe the fame thing may
with equal truth be affirmed of drinking. No man is
born a drinker.  Drinking is an acquired, not a natural,
vice. The child, when he firft taftes firong liquors, re-

Jects them with evident figns of difguft, but is infen{ibly
brought firft to bear, and then perhaps to like, them, by
the folly of his parents, who promife them as an encou-
ragement, and give them as a reward.

When the coroner’s inqueft examines the body of one
of thofe unhappy wretches, who drown themfelves in a
pend or river, with commonly a provifion of lead in their
pocketsto make the work the furer, the verdict is either
Jelo de fz, or lunatic. - Isit then the water, or the fudden-
nefsof the plunge, that confiitutes either the madnefs or
the guilt of the act ? is there any difference between a wa-
ter and a wine fuicide ? If there be, it is evidently in fa-
vour of the former, which is never fo deliberate and pre-
meditated as the latter. 'The foaker jogs on with a gen-
tler pace indeed, but to as fure and certain deftruction,
and as a proof: of his intention, would, I believe, upon
examination, be generally found to have 2 good deal of
lead about him too. He cannot alledge in his defence,
that he has not warning, fince he daily fees, in the chro-
nical diftempers of all his fellow foakers, the fatal effeéts
of that flow poifon which he fo greedily guzzles ; forIdefy
all thofe honeft gentlemen, that is, all the hard drinkers
in England, a numerous body I doubt, to produce one
fingle inftance of a foaker, whofe health and faculties are
not vifibly impaired by drinking. Some indeed, born
much ftronger than others, hold it out longer, and are ab-
furdly quoted as living proofs even of the {alutary effects
of drinking; but though they have not yet any of the
mec ™ diftinguithed characeriftics of their profeffion about
them, though they have not yet loft one half of them-
felves by a bemiplegia, ner the ufe of all their limbs by the

gout,
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gout, though they are but moderately mangy, and though
the impending dropfy may not yet appear, I will venture
to affiem that the health they boaft ‘of is at beft but an
aukward flate between ficknefs and health : if they are
not actually fick, they are not attively well, and you
will always find fome complaint or other, inadvertently
dropped from the triumphant foaker, within half an hour
after he has aflured you that he is neither fick nor forry. My
wife, who is a little fuperititious, and perhaps too apt to
point out and interpret judgments, otherwife an excellen
woman, firmly believes, that the dropfy, of which moft
foalcers finally die, is a manifeft and Juft judgment
upon them ; the wine they fo much loved being turned
into water, and themfelves drowned at lait in the element
they fo much abhorred.

A rational and fober man, invited by the wit and gaie-
ty of good company, and hurried away by an uncomi-
mon flow of {pirits, may happen to drink too much, and
perhaps accidentally to get drunk ; but then thefe f{allies
will be fhort, and not frequent, whereas the foaker is an
utter firanger to wit and mirth, and no friend to either.

His bufinefs is ferious, and he applies himfelf ferioufly
toit ; he fteadily purfues the numbing, flupifying, and
petrifying,; not the animating and exhilarating, qualities
of the wine. Gallons of the Nepenthé would be loft upon
him. T'he more he drinks the duller he grows ; his poli-
tics become more obfcure, and his narratives more tedious
and lefs intelligible 5 till at laft mandiin, he employs what
little articulation he has left, in relating his doleful tale to
an infenfible audience, T fear my countrymen have been
too long noted for this manner of drinking, fince a very
old and eminent French hiftorian *, fpeaking of the En-
glith, who were then in pofleflion of Aquitain, the pro-
mifed land of claret, {ays, IIs e faoulerent Srandement, et [z
divertirent monlt triffement o 'lo mode de Jour pas.

A very fkilful furgeon of my acquaintance affured me,
that, having opened the body of a soAxER, whodied of
A apoplexy, hehad found all the finer tubes and veffels
Plugged up with the tartar of the wine he had fwallowed,
fo asto rendet the circulation of the blood abfulutely im-
poflible, and the folds of the ftomach fo ftiffened” with

it,
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it, that it could not performits functions, He compared
the body of the deceafed to a fiphon, fo choaked up with
the tartar and dregs of the wine that had run through it,
as to be impervious. I adopted this image, which feemed
to me a juit one, and I fhall for the future typify the
SOAKER by the fiphon, fuction being equally the bufinefs
of baeth,

An gbjet, viewed at once, and in its full extent, will
fometimes ftrike the mind, when the feveral parts and
gradations of it, feparately feen, would be but little at-
tended to. I fhall therefore here prefent the {ociety of
fiphons with a calculation, of which they cannot difpute
the truth, and will not, I believe, deny the moderation ,
and yet perhaps they will be furprized when they fee the
grofs fums of the wine they fuck, of the money they pay
forit, and of the time they lofe, in the courfe of feven
years only.,

I reckon that T put a ftaunch fiphon very low, when |
put Inm only at two bottles a day, one with another.
‘This in {even years amounts to four thoufand four hin-
dred and ten bottles *, which makes twenty hogfheads
and {eventy bottles,

Suppofing this quantity to coft onty four fhillings a bot-
> which I take to be the loweft price of claret, the fum
amounts to eight hundred and eighty-two pounds.

Allowing every fiphon but fix hours 2 day to fuck his
two bottles in, whichis a fhort allowance, that time
amounts to {ix hundred and thirty-eight days, eighteen
hours; one full quarter of his life, for the above-mentl-
oned feven years. - Can any rational being coolly confi-
der thefe three grofs fums, of wine, and confequently
diftempers {wallowed, of money lavithed, and time loit,
without fhame, regret, and a refolution of reformation ?

I am well aware that the numerous fociety of fiphons will
fay, like fir Tunbelly, “ What would this fellow have us
do » T'o which 1 am at ne lofs for an anfwer. Do any
thingelle. Preferve and improve that reafon, which was
given you to be your guide through this world, and toa
better. Attend to, and difcharge, your religious,your moral,
and your focial duties, Thefe are occupations worthy of 2
rational being, they will agreeably and ufefully employ

your
cid s calculation is defective, the number of bottles drank in that
tinie amounting to SLic,
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your time, and will banifh from your breafts that tirefome
iftleflnefs, or thofe tormenting thoughts, from which you
endeavour, thoughin vain, to fly. Is your retrofpect un-
comfortable ? Exert yourfelves in time to make your prof-
pect better; and let the former ferve as a back-ground to
the latter, Cultivate and improve your minds, according
to your feveral educations and capacities. There are fe-
veral ufeful books fuited to them all. True religion and
virtue give a chearful and happy turn to the mind, admit
of all true pleafures, and even procure the trueft.
Cantabrigius drinks nothing but water, and rides more
miles in a year than the keeneft {fportfman, and with al-
moft equal velocity. ‘The former keeps his head clear,
the latter his body in health, It is not from himfelf that
he runs, but to his acquaintance, a {ynonimous term for
his friends, Internally fafe, he feeks no fanctuary from
himfelf, no intoxication for his mind. His penetration
makes him difcover and divert himfelf with the follies of
mankind, which his wit enables him to expofe with the
trueft ridicule, though always without perfonal offence.
Chearful abroad, becaufe happy at home; and thus happy,
becaufe virtuous ! -

XXXL
THE WORLD.

Taurspay, Nov. 14, 172, N© g8,

T gives me great pleafure that I am able, in this day’s
4 Paper, to congratulate the polite part of my fellow {iub-
Jects of both fexes, upon the fplendid revival of that moft
rational entertainment, an Italian opera. Of late years it
had feemed to ficken, fo thatI greatly feared that the un-
fuccefsful efforts, which it made from time to time, were
''s convulfive and expiring pangs. But it now appears,
and indeed much to the honour of this country, that we

Vor, I1. M have
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have fill too many protectors and protkc‘mra fles of the li-
beral arts, tofuffer that of mul fic, the moft liberal of them
I, to !15“-:. for want of due encouragement.
) Tam fenfible that Italian opera as have frequently been
the oby: ieéts of the ridicule of ml.n} of our greateft wits;
and, viewed in one light only, per haps not “without fome
reafon. But, as I confider all prhL diverfions fingly
with regatd to the efl ects, which they may have upon the
rnorals ar nd manners of the public, I confefs, I refpect the
Iralian operas as the moft innocent of any.

i (avere monfieur Boileau juftly condemns the French

81 e VEFE
operas, the morals of which he calls,
¢« —__— Morale lubrique
« Que Lully rechauffa des fons de fa mufique.*”

But then it muft be confidered that French operas
are alwaysin French, and con equently may be underftood
by many French pmplk and thar they are fine dramatic
trag \dws adorned with all the graces of poetry and har-
mom of founds, LLnJ may prob‘lbh in pnu too tender, if
not voluptuous, fentiments. Can the Italian opera be ac-
cufed of any thing c;r this i\mq’ Certainly not. W Lrg
Whm 15 whd the yoetry of it 1n telligible in itfelf, 1t
would r1 be und Humi bw one in fifty of a Britith audi-
ence ; I _11:'»";-? that even an Italian of common candor

will co 'ir;i:‘, that he does not underftand onz word of it
It is not the intention of the thing; fm, f‘nnmd the 1ing ‘n'-
ous author of the words, by miﬂ-‘kry t any .meaning i

o

=
[
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to them, he \-‘\..'(‘1111 to a certain degre “.J, check and cramp
the genius of the compofer of the mufic, who perhaps
might think ‘m.m'_.H obliged to adapt his founds to the

fenfe : whereas now lu, is at liberty to umt sy indifcrimi~
nately, among the kings, queens, heroes, and heroings, his
ADAGIOS, his ALLEGROS, his PATHETICS, his cHRO-
MATICS, andhis J1GGs. it would alfo have been a re-
ftraint upon the actors an 1 actrefles, who might poflibly
have attempted to {ui 1 their action upon the ‘rreaning of
their parts; but as it 15, 1 if they do but feent, by turis,
to be \nm\; and forry in the two firft acts, and very metry
in the laft feene of the laft, they are fure to mect with
the deferved applaufe.

* Doileaun, Sat. x. 1 14¥, ¥42.

Le{Tons of l':w 101..mta which Eully (the founder of the French
operas) animated with the founds of his 1111.1[1«.

- Sigmox’
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Signior Metaftatio attempted {ome time ago a very dan-
gerous mnnovation. He tried gently to throw fome fenfe
into his operas; but it did not take - the confequences
were obvious, and nobody knew where they would ftop.

The whole fkill and judgment of the poet now confifts
n felecting about a hundred words, for the opera vocabu-
lary does not exceed that number, that terminate inliquids
and vowels, and rhyme to each other. Thefe words ex-
cite ideas in the hearer, though they were not the refult of
any in the poet. 'Thus the word tortorella, ftretched out
to a quaver of aquarter of an hour, excites in us the ideas
of tender and faithful love ; ‘but if it is fucceeded by na-
vicella, that foothing idea gives way to the boifterous and
horrid one of a fkiff, that 1s, 2 heart, toffed by the winds
and waves upon the main ocean of love. The handcuffs
and fetters in which the hero commonly appears, at the
end of the fecond, or beginning of the third a¢t, indicate
captivity ; and when properly jingled to a pathetic piece of
Tecitativo upon queft ceppi, are really very moving, and in-
fpire a love of liberty. Can any thing be more innocent,
OF more moral, than this mufical pantomime, in which
there is not one indecent word or action, but where, on
the contrary, the moft generous fentiments are, however
imperfectly, pointed out and inculeated ?

I was once indeed afraid, that the licentioufnes of the
times had infeted even the opera: for in that of Alexan-
der, the hero going into the heroine’s apartment, found
her taking a nap in an eafy chair. Tempted by fo much
beauty, and invited by fo favourable an opportunity, he
gently approached, and fole a pair of gloves. - T confefs,
Idreaded the confequences of this bold ftep ; and the more

o, as it was taken by the celebrated fignior Senefino.
But all went off very well; for the hero contented himfelf

with giving the good company a fong, in which he de-
clared the lips he had Juft kifled were a couple of rubies.
Another good effect of the Italian operas is, that they
contribute extremely to the keeping of geod hours ; the
Whole audience, though paffionately fond of mulfic, being
fo tired before they are half, and {ofleepy, before they are
quite, done, that they make the beft of their way home,
100 drow(y to enter upon frefh {pirits that night. :
M 2 . Hawving




164 -L,ORD CHESTERFIELD’S

Having thus refcued thefe excellent mufical dramas frori
the unjuft ridicule, which forme people of vulgar and illi-
beral taftes have endeavoured to throw upon them, I muft
proceed, and do juftice to the virtuofos and virtuofas who
perform them. But, I believe, it will be neceflary for
me to premife, for the fake of many of my Englith rea-
ders, that virTu among the modern Italians, fignifies
nothing lefs than what virrus did among the antient
ones, or what VIRTUE {ignifies among us; on the con-
trary, I might fay that it fignifies almoft every thing elfe.
Confequently thofe refpectable titles of virtuofo and virtuo-
£ have not the leaft relation to the moral characters of the
parties. They mean only that thofe perfons, endowed
fome by nature, and fome by art, with good voices, have
from their infancy devoted their time and labor to the va-
tious combinations of feven notes : a ftudy that muft un-
queftionably have formed their minds, enlarged their no-
tions, and have rendered them moft agreeable and inftruc-
tive companions ; and as fuch Iobferve that they are juft-
ly folicited, received, and cherifhed, by people of the
firft diftincuion.

As thefe illuftrious perfonages come over here with no
fordid view of profit, but merely per far piacer a la no-
bilita Inglefe, thatis, to oblige the Englith nobility, they
are exceedingly good and condefcending to firch of the faid
Englifh nobulity, and even gentry, as are defirous to con-
tra@ an intimacy with them. They will, for a word’s
{peaking, dine, {up, or pafs the whole day, with people
of a certain condition, and perhaps fing or play, if civilly
requefted. Nay, Ihave known many of them fo good as
to pafs two or three months of the fummer at the country
feats of fome of their noble friends, and thereby mitigate
the horrors of the country and manfion-houfe, to- my lady
and her daughters. I have been aflured by many of their
chief patrons and patronefles, that they are all sbe beft
creatures in the world; and from the time of fignior Cava-
liero Nicolini down to this day, I have conftantly heard
the feveral great performers, fuch as Farinelli, Careftini,
Monticelli, Gaffarielli; as well as the fignore Cuzzoni,
Fauftina, &c. much more praifed for their affability, the
gentlenefs of their manners, and all the good qualities of

the head and heart, than for either their mufical fiill
of
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or execution. I have even known thefe their focial virtues
lay their protectors and protectrefles under great difficulties,
how to reward fuch diftinguifhed merit. But benefit-nights
luckily came in to their afliftance, and gave them an op-
portunity of infinuating, with all dueregard, into the hands
of the performer, in lieu of a ticket, a confiderable bank-
bill, -a gold fnuff-box, a diamond-ring, or fome fuch trifle.
It is to be hoped, that the illuftrious fignior Farinelli has
not yet forgot the many inftances he experienced of Bri-

tith munificence : for it is certain that many private fami--

lies f1l] remember them.

All this is very well; and I greatly approve of it, as]I
am of tolerating and naturalizing principles. But however,
as the beft things may admit of improvement by certain
modifications, I thall now fuggeft two ; the one of a pub-
lic, the other of a private, nature. I would by all means
welcome thefe refpectable guefts, but I would by no means
part with them, as is too foon and too often the cafe.
~ Some of them, when they have got ten or fifteen thou-
fand pounds here, unkindly -withdraw themfelves, and
purchafe eftates in land in their.own countries ; and others
are {educed from us, by the prefling invitations of fome
sfcat potentate to come over to {uperintend his pleafures,
and to take a fhare in his counfels. This is not only a
great lofs to their particular friends, the nobility and gen-
try, but to the nation in general, by turning the balance of
our mufical commerce confiderably againft us, I would
therefore humbly propofe, that immediately upon the ar-
fval of thefe valuable ftrangers, a writ of #e exear regnum
fhould be iffued to keep them here. 'The other modifica-
ton, which I beg leave to hint at only, it being of a pri-
vate nature,' is that no virtuofo, whofe voice is below a
contralto, fhall be taken to the country feat of any fami-
ly whatfoever ; much lefs any ftrapping fiddler, baffoon, or
bafe viol, who does not even pretend to fing, or, if he
does:, fings a rough tenor, or a tremendous bafs. The
coniequences may be ferious, but at leaft the appearances
3¢ not edifying, :

XXX
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XX XII.
FH E-WEOR LD

THuRrRsDAY,; Nov. 28, 1754. N° 100.

HEARD the other day, with great pleafure, from
my worthy friend Mr. Dodfley, that Mr. Iohmon
Englith dictionary, with a grammar and hiftory of our
language prefixed, will be pubhfhud this winter, in two

‘*11‘9' volumes in folio.

I had lo ng lamented, that we had no lawful ftandard
of our language fet up, for thofe to repair to, who might
chufe to { 716 ak and write 1t grammatically and correctly :
and I have as long wifhed that either fome one perfon of
di Fcnmmred abilities would undertake the work fingly,
or hfh a certain number of gentlemen would form them-
felves, or be formed by the government, into a fociety for
that purpofe. The late ingenious doctor Swift propofed a
plan of this nature to his mcnd, as he thought him, the
lofd:treafurer Oxford, but without fuccefs; precifion and
perfpicuity not bcmg in general the favourite objeéts of
minifters, and perhaps fill Jefs fo of that minifter than
any other.

Many p-*oplp have imagined, that {o extenfive a work
would have been beft forme d by numbers of perfons, who
fhould have taken their feveral departments, of examin-
ing, fifting, winnowing, (I borrow this image from the
Italian GEJ_L;), purifying, and hmlh ﬁxm*v our language,
by inc inOL.ltlﬂﬂ” their refpective funds into one joint
frock. But, whether this 0p1mon be true or falfe, I think
the public in general, and “the republic of letters in parti-
cular, greatly utnlqu to Mr. Johnfon, for having under-
taken and executed fo great and defirable a w ork, Per-

ection is not to be t\puﬁtf“d fromy man; but, if we are
to judge by the various works of Mr. Jo..':ni?m, already
publithed, we have good reafon to believe, that he will
bring this as near to perfection, as any one man could do.
"The Plan of it which he rLi J-Jﬂmo fome years ago, feems
to me to be a proof of it. Nothing can be more rati-

onally
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onally imagined, or more accurately and elegantly ex-
prefled. I therefore recommend the previous pfrr il of
it to all thofe, who intend to buy the di¢ tionary, and
who, T ﬁlppﬁf“ are all thofe who can afford it.

The celebrated di&tionaries of  the Florentins and
French academies owe their prefent fize and perfeétion
to very fmall beginnings. Some private gentlemen at
Florence, and fome at Paris, had met at each other’s
houfes, to talk over and confider their refpective lan-
'rmrms : upon which they publithed fome Ih(m eifays,
vuuch ehj,a were the embryos of thote perfect proc diic-
tions, that now do fo much honour to the two nations,
Even’ Spain, which feems not to be the foil where, of
late at leaft, letters have either profpered or been cul-
tivated, has produced a dictionary, and a good one
oo, of the Spanifh language, in fix large volumes in
folio.

I cannot help thinl <ing it a fort of difgrace 0 our nati-
on, that hitherto we b ave had no fuch flandard of our
Innguao'e our dictionaries at prefent being more p.:‘o-
perly v.hq,t our nr‘*lghbours the Dutch and the Germans
call theirs, word-boo oks, than diftionaries'in the lw.?rm'l.r.;;'
fenfe of that title. All words, good and bad, are there
Jumbled indifcriminately torw*lmr imnfomuch that the in-
Judicious reader may 1pu1k and write, as inclega :"ltr.T
impmp tly, and vilgarly, as he plL“tL.,, by and with
the mthorlt of onc or other of our word-books,

It mut be owned that our language is at prefent
n a ftate of ana irchy ; and hitherto, 'perhaps, ‘it may
ot have been the worfe for it.  During our frée and
open trade, many words and expreffions have ™ been
imported ;‘._h')ptrs_d and naturalized from other lan-
suages, which have greatly enriched our own. Lt
it ftil] preferve what real ftrength and beauty it may

S
_.r o5

have borrowed rw'*m others ; but let ke th
farpeian maid, be overwhelmed and uine-
ﬁ'”} foreign ornaments. 'The tine Hati-
On feems to be now come. T\ leration, adepsiion and
mturaﬂ]?qtmn, have run their lengths. ~Good and

aut h(hm are nu' neceflary. But W ?Lr;': fhall “ve = find
them, and - - fame time the nh
\v"l' e ;Pn"‘l- f

: 1ave b’-:;-::-‘r.i_ril': to the old I
times of confufion
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ciple, I give my vote for Mr. Johnfon to fill that great
and arduous poft. And I hereby declare, that T make a
total furrender of all my rights and privileges in the Eng-
lith language, as a free-born Britifh f{ubjet, to the faid
Mr. Johnfon, during the term of his ditatorfhip. Nay
more; I will not only obey him, like an old Roman, as
my di¢tator, but, like a modern Roman, I will implicitly
believe in him as my pope, and hold him to be infallible
while in the chair; but no longer, More than this he can-
not well require; for I prefume that obedience can never
be expeéted, when there is neither terror to enforce, nor
intereft to invite it.

I confefs that I have fo much honeft Englifh pride, or
perhaps prejudice, aboutme, as to think myfelf more con-
{iderable for whatever contributes to the honor, the ad-
vantage, or the ornament, of my native country. Ihave
therefore a {enfible pleafure in reflecting upon the rapid
progrefs, which our language has lately made, and {till
continues to make, all over Europe. It is frequently {po-
ken, and almoft univerfally underftood, in Holland ; itis:
kindly entertained as a relation in the moft civilized parts
of Germany ; and itis ftudied as a learned language, tho’
yet little fpoke, by all thofe in France and Italy, who either
have, or pretend to have, any learning.

'The fpreading the French language over moft parts of
Europe, to the degree of making it almoft an univerfal
one, was always reckoned among the glories of the reign
of Lewis the fourteenth, But be it remembered,
that the fuccefs of his arms firft opened the way to
it ; though at the fame time it muft be owned, that
a great number of moft excellent authors, who flourifh-
ed in his time, added ftrength and velocity to its
progrefs, Whereas our language has made its way
fingly by its own weight and merit, under the con-
duct of thofe leaders, Shakefpeare, Bacon, Milton, Locke,
Newton, Swift, Pope, Addifon, &c. A nobler fort of
conqueft, and a far more glorious triumph, fince graced
by none but willing captives!

Thefe authors, though for the moft part but indiffe-
ently tranflated into foreign languages, gave cther nations
, fample of the Britith genius; The copies, imperfect as

they

v
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they were, pleafed and excited a general defire of fecing
the originals; and both our authors and our language
foon became claffical.

But a grammar, a dictionary, and a hiftory of our lan-
guage, through its feveral ftages, were. ftill wanting at
home, and importunately called for from abroad, Mr.
Johnfon’s labors will now, and, I dare fay, very fully,
fupply that want, and greatly contribute to the farther
{preading of our language in other countries, Learners
were difcouraged by finding no ftandard to refort to, and.
confequently thought it incapable of any. They will be
undeceived and encouraged. '

There are many hints and confiderations relative to
our language, which I fhould have taken the liberty ‘of
fuggefting to Mr. Johnfon, had I not been convinced
thagthey have equally occurred to him: but there is one,
and a very material one it is, to which perhaps he may
not have given all the neceflary attention. I mean the
gentecler part of our language, which owes both its rife
and progrefs to my fair countrywomen, whofe natural
turn is more to the copioufnefs, than to the correctnefs of
diction, T would not advife him to be rath enough to
profcribe any of thofe happy redundancies, and _luxuri-
ancies of expreflion, with which they have enriched our lan-
guage. They willingly infliét fetters, but very unwilling-
ly fubmit to wear them. In this cafe the tafk will be fo
difficult, that I defign, asa common friend, to propofe in
fome future paper, the means which appear to me the
moft likely to reconcile matters, '

P. §. T hope that none of my courteous readers will
upon this occafion be fo uncourteous, as to fufpect me of
being a hired and interefted puff of this work; for.d moft -
folemnly proteft, that neither Mr. Johnfon, nor any petfon
employed by him, nor any bookfeller or bookfellers con-
cerned in the fuccefs of it, have ever offered me the ufial
compliment of a pair of gloves or a bottle of ‘wine: nor
has even Mr. Dodfley, though my publifher, and,as Tam
informed, deeply interefted in the fale of this dictionary,
o much as invited me to take a bit of mutton with him.

X XXITIL.




176 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S
XX XIIL.
T B WO BT, D

SATURDAY, Dec, 5, 1754. N9 io1.

HEN I intimated in my laft paper fome diftruft

of Mr. Johnfon’s complaifance to the fairer part of
his readers, it was becaufe I had a greater opinion of his
impartiality and feverity as a judge, than of his gallantry
as a fine gentleman.” And indeed I am well aware of the
difficulties he would have to encounter, if he attempted
to reconcile the polite, with the grammatical, part of our
language. Should he, by an act of power, banifh and
attaint many of the favourite words and expreflions, with
which the ladies have fo profufely enriched our language,
he would excite the indignation of the moft formidable,
becaufe the moft lovely, part of his readers: his dictiona-
ry would be condemned as a fyftem of tyranny, and he
himfelf, like the laft Tarquin, run the rifque of being de-
pofed. So popular and fo powerful is the female caufe! On
the other hand, fhould he, by an aét of grace, admit, le-
gitimate, and incorporate into our language thofe words
and expreflions, which, haftily begot, owe their birth to
the incontinency of female eloquence ; what fevere cenfures
might he not juftly apprehend from the learned part of
his readers, who do not underftand complaifances of that
nature !

For my own part, as I am always inclined to plead the
caufe of my fair fellow-fubjeéts, 1 fhall now take the li-
berty of laying before Mr. Johnfon thofe arguments,
which upon this occafion may be urged in their favour, as
introductory to the compromife which I fhall humbly of-
fer and conclude with.

Language is indifputably the more immediate province
of the fair fex : there they fhine, there they excel. The
torrents of their eloquence, efpecially in the vituperative
way, ftun all oppofition, and bear away, in one promifcu-
ous heap, nouns, verbs, moods, and tenfes. If words are

wanting,
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wanting, which indeed happens but feldom, indignation
inftantly makes new ones; and I have often !{nown four
or five i‘y llables that never met one another before, ha{’cily
and fortuitoufly jumbled into fome word of mighty im-
port. _

Nor is the tender part of our languagelefs obliged to that
foft and amiable fex ; their love being at leaft as producive
as their indignation. Should they lament in an involun-
tary retirement the abfence of the adored object, they
give new murmurs to the brook, new founds to the echo,
and new notes to the plaintive Philomela. Byt when this
happy copioufnefs flows, as it often does, into gentle num-
bers,good gods! how is the poetical diétion enriched, and the
poetical licence extended!” Even in common Converfation,
Inever fee a pretty mouth opening to {peak, but I expect,
and am feldom difappointed, fome new improvement of
our language. I remember many expreflive words coined
in that fair mint. Iaflifted at the birth of that moft figni-
ficant word FLIRTATION, Which dropped from the moft
beautiful mouth in the world, and which has fince recejy-
ed the fanétion of our moft accurate Laureat in one of his
comedies. Some inattentive and undifcerning people have,
I'know, taken it to be a term {fynonymous with coquetry
but I lay hold of this opportunity to undeceive them, and
eventually to inform Mr. Johnfon, that flirtation is thort of
coquetry, and intimates only the firft hints of approxima-
tion, which fubfequent coquetry may reduceto thofe preli-
minary articles, that commonly end in a definitive treaty.

Iwas alfo a witnefs to the rife and progrefs of that moft
mportant verb, To ruzz; which, if not of legitimate
birth, is at leaft of fair extration. As [ am not fure that
it has yet made its way into Mr. Johnfon’s literary retire-
ment, [ think myfelf obliged to inform him that it is at
Prefent the moft ufeful and the moft ufed word in our lan-
guage ; {ince it means no lefs than dealing twice together
with the fame pack of cards, for luck’s fake, at whift,

Not contented with enriching our language by words ab.
folutely new, my fair countrywomen have gone ftill far-
ther, and improved it by the application and extenfion of
old ones to various and very different fignifications. They
take a word and change it, like a guinea into thillings for
pocket money, to be employed in the feveral occafional
Purpofes of the day. For inftance, the adjettive va#f and

ifs
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its adverb waffly mean any thing, and are the fathionable
words of the moft fafhionable people. A fine woman,
under this head I comprehend all fine gentlemen too, not
knowing in truth where to place them properly, is vafly
obliged, or wvaftly offended, waftly glad, or vafly forry.
Large objects are vaftly great, {mall ones are vafly litde ;

and I had lately the pleafure to hear a fine woman pro-
nounce, by a happy metonymy, a very {mall gold {nuff-
box that was produced in company to be vafly pretty, be-
caufe it was waftly little. Mr. Johnfon will do well to
confider ferioufly to what degtee he will reftrain the vari-
ous and extenfive fignifications of this great word.

Another very material point {till remains to be confider-
ed ; I mean the orthography of our language, which is at
preium very various and unfettled.

We have at prefent two very different orthographies, the
pedantic, and the polite; the onefounded upon certain dry
crabbed rules of etymology and grammar, the other fing-
ly upon the juftnefs and delicacy of the ear. I am tho-
roughly perfuaded that Mr. Johnfon will endeavour to ef-
tablifh the former; and I perfectly agree with him, pro-
vided it can be quletly brought about. . Spelling, as well
as mufic, is better performed by book, than merely by the
ear, which may be varioufly affeéted bj, the fame founds, 1
therefore moft earneftly recommend to my, fair country-
women, as to.their fmthful or faithlefs fervants, the fine
ﬁemlumn of this realm,, to furrender, as well for  thei
own private as for the publm utility; all their natural rights
and privileges of mif-{pelling, which they have fo long
enjoyed, and fo vigoroufly exerted. - I have really known
very, fatal confequences attend;that loofe and uncertain
practice of auricular orthography; of which, I fhall pro-
duce two inftances as a {ufficiént warning.

A very fine gentleman wrotel a, . very harmlefs innocent
letter to a very fine lady; giving her an account of fome
trifling commiflions, Whlch he had executed accordmg to
her orders. .. This, letter;  though, directed to the lady,
was, by the . miftake of a ferv ant, - delivered- to, and
opmed by, her hufband ; who, ﬁndmﬁ‘r all his attempts
to underftand it unﬁlncgfsful took 1t for granted that
it was a concerted cypher, under  which. a eriminal
correfpondence, not much to his own honour er. ad-

vantage, was fecretly carried on. With -the letter in
' his
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his hand, and rage in his heart, he went in_lmediately to
his wife, and reproached her in the moft injurioys
terms with her f{uppofed infidelity. The lady, confci-
bus of her own innocence, calmly requefted to fee the
grounds of fo unjuft an accufation ; and, being accuf-
tomed to the auricular orthography, made fhift to ‘tead
to. her incenfed hufband the moft inoffenfive letter that
ever was written. The hufband was undeceived, o
at leaft wife enough to feem fo; for in fuch cafes one
muft not peremptorily decide. However, . as fudden
impreflions are generally pretty ftrong, he has been ob-
ferved to be more fufpicious ever fince.:

The other accident had much worfe confequences,
Matters were happily brought, between a fine gentle-
man and a fine lady, to the decifive period of an ap-
pointment at a third place. The place where is always
the lover’s bufinefs, tbe time when the lady’s. Accord-
ingly an impatient and rapturous letter from the lover
Lignified to the lady the houfe and ftreet where; to
which a tender anfwer from the lady affented, and
appointed the time when. But unfortunately, from the
uncertainty of the lovers auricular orthography, the
lady miftook both houfe and ftreet, was conveyed in 2
hackney chair to a wrong one, .and in the hurry and
agitation, which ladies are {ometimes in upon thefe oc-
cafions, rufhed into a houfe where fhe happened to be
known, and her intentions confequently difcovered. Iy
the mean time the lover pafled three or four hours at
the right place, in' the alternate agonies of impatient
and difappointed love, tender -fear; and anxious jea-
loufy.

Such examples really maKe one tremble; and will; I
4m convinced, determine my: fair fellow-{ubjects and
their adherents to adopt, and ferupuloufly conform to,
Mr. Johnfon’s rules of true orthography by book. In
return to this conceflion, I ferioufly advife him to pub-.
lith, by way of appendix to his great work, a  genteel
Neological di¢tionary, containing. thofe polite, though
Perhaps not ftrictly grammarical, words and pirafes,
commonly ufed, and fometimes underftood; by the Zeay
Monde. By fuch an a@ of toleration, who knows but
he may, in time, bring them within the pale of the Eng-
lifh language? The beft Latin dictionaries have com-=.

monly
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monly a fhort fupplemental one annexed, of the obfolete
and barbarous Latin words, which pedants {ometimes
borrow to fhew their erudition. Surely then my country-
women, the enrichers, the patronefles, and the harmo-
nizers of our language, deferve greater indulgence. 1
mutt alfo hint to Mr, Johnfon, that fuch a {mall ﬁipp]e
mental dictionary will contribute infinitely to the fale of
the great one; and I make no queftion but that, under
the protection of that little work, the great one ‘will be
received in the genteeleft houfe. We fhall frequently
meet with it in ladies drefing-rooms, lying upon the harp-
fichord, together with the l\nottmmbqg) and fignior Di-
Giardino’s incomparable concertos; and even fometimes
in the powdu rooms of our }mmcr nobility, upon the
fame fhelf with their German ﬂutc’ their powder-mafk,
and their four-horfe-whip.

XXXIV.
ks WO RE D)

:
TuursDAY, January 2, 1755. N2 1

S I am defirous of beginning the new year well, I
fhall devote this paper to the fervice of my fm
country-women, for whom I have fo tender a concern,
that I examine into their conduct with a kind of pnmml
vigilance and affection I fincerely with to approve, but
at the fame time am determined to admonifht and repri--
mand, whenever, for their fakes, I may think it neceffa-
1-y. I will not, as far as in me lies, {uffer the errors of
their minds to difgrace thofe beautiful dwellings in which
they are lodged ; nor will I, on the other hand, filently
and quietly allow the affetation and abufe of their per-
fons, to refle€t contempt and ridicule upon their under-
ftandings.
Native, artlefs beauty has long been the peculiar dif-

finction of my fair fellow- fubquha Our poets have
long
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long fung their genuine lillies and rofes, and our pain-
ters have long endeavoured, though in vain, to imitate
them: beautiful nature mocked all their art. Byt I
am now informed by perfons of unquettioned truth and fa-
gacity, and indeed I have obferved but too many inftances
of it myfelf, that a great number of thofe ineftimable
originals, by a ftrange inverfion of things, give the lie to
their poets, and fervilely copy their painters ; degrading
and difguifing themfelves into worfe copies of bad copies
of themfelves. It is even whifpered about town of that
excellent artift, Mr, Liotard*, that he lately refufed a
fine woman to draw her picture, alledging that he never
copied any body’s works but his own and Gop Ar-
MIGHTY’s.

I have taken great pains to inform myflf of the
growth and extent of this heinous crime of felf-painting,
I'had almoft given it a harder name, and I am forry to
fay, that Thave found it to be extremely epidemical, T'he
prefent ftate of it, in its f{everal degrees, appears to be
this.

The inferior clafs of women, who always ape their bets
ters, make ufe of a fort of rough caft, little fuperior to
the common lath and plaifter, which comeg very cheap,
and can be afforded out of the cafual profits of the
cvening.

The clafs immediately above thefe, paint occafionally,
éither in fize or oil, which, at fixpence per foot {quare,
comes within a moderate weekly allowance.

The generality of women of fathion make ufe of a
fuperfine ftucco, or Plaifter of Paris highly glazed, which
does not require a daily renewal, and will, with {ome
flight occafional repairs, laft as long as their curls, and

and a pretty ftrong collifion,

s for the tranfcendent and divine powder, with an
€Xquilite varnith fuperinduced to fix it, it is by no means
common, but is referved  for the lad;es not only of the
firft rank, but of the moft confiderable fortunes ; it being
fo very coftly, that few pin-monies can keep a face in it,
%8 2 face of condition ought t6 be kept, Perhaps the

» . . e .t
I . A celebrated limner ig crayons, very faithful to nature, who after
"aving travelled in feveral parts of the world, and received great en-
*‘-Ounage:ucm n Engiand, 1s now retired to his cwn country Geneva.

{ame
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fame number of pearls whole, might be more acceptable
to fome lovers, than in powder upon the lady’s face.

I would now fain undeceive my fair country women of
an error, which, grofs as it is, they too fondly entertain,
They flatter themfelves that this artificial, 'is niot difcover-
able, or diftinguifhable from native, white. But I beg
leave to aflure them, that, however well prepared the co-
lor may: be, or however fkilful the hand that lays it on,
it is immediately difcovered by the eye at a confiderable
diftance, and by the nofe upon a nearer approach; and I
over-heard the other day at'the coffeehoufe captain Phe-
lim Mc’Manus complaining, that when warm upon the face
it had the moft naufeous tafte imaginable.  Thus offen-
five to three of the fenfes, it is not, probably very inviting
to-a foutth, |

Talking upon this fubjeck lately with a friend, he
faid, that, in his opinion, a woman who painted white,
gave the public a pledge of her chaftity, by fortifying it
with a wall, which the muft be fure that no man would de-
fire either to batter or fcale. But, I confefs, Idid not agree
with him as to the motive, though I did as to the confe-
quences; which are, I believe, 1n general, that they lofe
both aperam et oleum. 1 have obferyed that many of the
fagacious landlords of this great metropolis, who let lodg-
ings, do at the beginning of the winter, new vamp, paint
and ftucco the fronts of their houfes, in order to catch the
eyes of paflengers, and engage lodgers. Now, to {ay the
truth, I cannot help fufpecting that this is rather the real
motive of my fair countrywomen, when they thus incruft
themfelves. But alas! thofe outward repairs will never
tempt people to inquire within. The cafes are greatly
different ; in the former they both adorn and preferve,
the latter they difguft and deftroy.

In order therefore to put an effectual ftop to this enor-
mity, and fave, as far as Iam able, the native carnations,
the eyes, the teeth, the breath, and the reputations, of
my beautiful fellow-fubjects, I here give notice, that, if
within one kalendar month from the date hereof, I allow
that time for the confumption of ftock in hand, I {hall
receive any authentic teftimonies, and I have my {pies
abroad, of this fophiftication and adulteration of  the fair-
eft works of nature, I am refolved to publifh at full length

the names-of the delinquents. This may perhaps at fﬁgﬁi
ight
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fight feem a bold meafure, and acions of fcandal and
defamation may be thought of : but I 80 upon fafe
ground ; for, before I took this refolution, I was determin-
ed to know all the worft poflible confequences of it to
myfelf, and therefore confulted one of the moft eminent
council in England, an old acquaintance and friend of
mine, whofe opinion I {hall here moft faithfully relate.
When I had ftated my cafe to him as clearly as T wag
able, he ftroaked his chin for fome time, picked his nofe,
and hemmed thrice, in order to give me his very beft opi-
non. ‘ By publithing the names at fu]] length in your
** paper, I humbly conceive,” faid he, “ that youavoid all
the troublefome confequences of imnuendss. But the
prefent queftion, if I apprehend it a right, feems to be,
Whether you may thereby be liable to any other action,
or actions, which, for brevity fake, I will not here eny..
merate. Now, by what occurs to me off-hand, and
without confulting my books, I humbly apprehend that
no action will lis againft you: but on the contrary I do
conceive, and indeed take upon me to affirm, that you
May proceed againft thefe criminals, for fuch I will e
bold to call them, either by acion or indi¢tment; the
crime being of a public and a heinous nature. Here is
not only the fupprefio verz, which is highly penal, but
the crimen falfi too. An altion popular, or of qui tam,
would certainly lie; but however I fhould certainly pre-
fer an indiétment upon the ftatutes of forgery, 2 Geo,
Il cap. 2 and 7 Geo. IL cap. 22: for forgery I main-
tainit, itis, The fact, as you well know, will be tried
by a Jury, of whom one moiety will doubtlefs be plaif-
“terers ; fo that it will unqueftionably be found.” Here
My council paufed for fome time, and hemmed pretty of-
ten, howevef, I'remained filent, obferving plainly by his
countenance that he had pot finithed, but was thinking on.
‘alittle time he refiimed his difcourfe, and faid, ¢ AJ] things
* confidered, M. Fitz-Adam, I would advife you to
*“ bring your indictmerit upon the Bluck Aeét, 9 Geo. 1. cap.
“22. which is a very fine penal ftatute.”” I confefs I
Could not check the fudden impulfe of furprize, which this
Occafioned ip me, and interrupting him perhaps too hattily,
~ What, fir, faid I, indit a woman upon the ¢ g/, 4
4 for Pamnting white 2 Here my council, Interrupting
10 his turn, faid with fome warmth, “ Mr. Fitz-Adam,
Vo 11. N “Mr,
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« Mr. Fitz-Adam, you, like too manyothers, have not
« (ufficiently confidered all the beauty, good fenfe, and
folid reafoning, of the law. The law, fir, let me tell

-~

4

~

“ you, abhors all refinement, fubtleties, and quibblings
“ upon words. What is black or white to the law? Do
147

you imagine that the law views colors by the rule of
“ optics? No, God forbid it fhould. The law makes
¢ black white, or white black, according to the rules of

¢ juftice. The law confiders the meaning, the intention,
« “the guo animo of all actions, not their external modes.
« Here a woman difguifes her face with white, as the
(11

Waltham people did with black, and with the fame
¢ fraudulent and felonious intention. Though the color
be different, the guilt is the fame in the intendment of
¢ the law. It is felony without benefit of clergy, and the
¢ punifhment is death.” As I perceived that my friend
had now done, I afked his pardon for the improper inter-
ruption L had given him, owned myfelf convinced, and of-
fered him a fee, which he took by habit, but {oon return-
ed, by refle€ting uponour long acquaintance and friendfhip.

This, I hope, will be fufficient to malke fuch of my fair
countrywomen as are confcious of their guilt, ferioufly
confider their danger ; though perhaps, from my natural
lenity, Ifhall not proceed againft them with theutmoft rigor
of the law, nor follow the example of the ingenious au-
thor of our laft mufical drama, who ftrings up a whole row
of Penelope’s maids of honor. T fhall therefore content
myfelf with publifhing the names of the delinquents 2s
above-mentioned ; but others may poffibly not have the
fame indulgence ; and the law is open for all.

I thall conclude this paper with a word or two of feri-
ous advice to all my readers, of all forts and fexes. Let
us follow nature, our honeft and faithful guide, and be
upon our guard againft the flattering delufions of art.
Nature may be helped and improved, but will not be
forced or changed.” All attempts in direct oppofition to
her are attended with ridicule, many with guilt. The
woman, to whom nature has denied beauty, in vain en-
deavours to make it by art; as the man to whom nature
has denied wit, becomes ridiculous by the affectation of it:
they both defeat their own-purpofes, and are in the cafeof
the  valetudinarian, who creates or increafes his diftempers
by his remedies, and dies of his immoderate defire to live-
XXXV,
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TaurspaY, Feb. 13, 1755. NP dtr
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T is very well known that religion and politics are per-
I fectly underftood by every body, as theyrequire neither
ftudy nor experience.” All people therefore decide per-
emptorily, though often varioufly, upon both,

All fects, feverally fure of being in the right, intimate,
at leaft, if not denounce, damnation to thofe who differ
from them, in points fo clear, fo plain, and fo obvious.
On the other hand, the infidel, not lefs an enthufiaft than
any of them, though upon his own principles he cannot
damn, becaufe he knows to demcnftration that there is no
future ftate, would very gladly hang, as hypocrites or fools,
the whole body of believers.

In politics, the feéts are as various and as warm : and
what feems very extraordinary, is, that thofe who have
ftudied them the moft, and experienced them the longeft,
always know them the leaft. Every adminiftration is in
the wrong, though they have the clue and fecret of bufi-
nefs in their hands; and not lefs than fix millions of their
fellow fubje@s, for I only except very young children,
are willing and able to difcover, cenfure, reform, “and cor-
rect their errors, and put them in the right way.

Thefe confiderations, among many others, determined
me originally not to meddle with religion or politics, in
which I could not inftruct, and upon which I thought it not
decent to trifle.

Entertainment alone muft be the objeét of an humble
weekly author of a theet and 4 half. A certain degree of
bulk is abfolutely neceffary for a certain degree of dignity,
cither in man or book, A {yftem of ethics, to be refpected
31t ought, requires at leaft 2 quarto; and evenmoral effays
cannot decently, and with utility, appear inlefs thana thick
%tavo, But thould I, in my ignoble ftate of 2 fugitive

N 2 {heet
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fheet and a half, prefume with a grave face to cenfure
folly, or with an angry oneto lafh vice, the porter of eve-
ry well-bred family in town would have orders to deny
me; and I fhould forfeit my place at the breakfaft-table,
where now, to my great honor and emolument, Iam
pretty generally ferved up. But if, by the introduction
of that wit and humor, which I believe my enemies muft
allow me, I can without offence to the politer part of my
readers {lide in any ufeful moral, Iwill not neglect the op-
portunity : for I will be witty whenever I can, and in-
ftruétive whenever I dare; and when my {cattered leaves
fhall, like the Sibyls, come to be colletted, I believe, 1
may without vanity affert, that they will be, at leaft, as
good oracles.

But in this defign too I am aware of difficulties, little
inferior to thofe, which difcouraged me from meddling
with religion and politics: for every body has wit and hu-
mor, and many have more of both than they, or at leaft
their friends, know what to do with. As they are gifts of
nature, not to be acquired by art, who isthere that thinks
himf{elf {o difinherited by nature as not to have fome fhare
of them? Nay, thofe, if fuch there are, who are modeft
enough to think themfelves cut off witha fhilling, hufband
that twelve-pence with care, and frugally {pend their pen-
ny upon occafion, as fly wags, and dry jokers. i

In this univerfal profufion, this prodigious plenty of wit
and humor, T cannot help diftrufting a little the fuccefs,
though by no means the merit, of my own: for I have
interior conviction, that no man in England has fo much.

But taftes are various, and the market is glutted. How-
ever, I fhould hope that my candid readers will have the
fame regard for my opinion, which they have for moft of

the opinions they entertain; that is, that they will take it
upon truft, efpecially as they have it from the gentleman’s
own mouth.

The better to take my meafures for the future, I have
endeavoured to trace the progrefs and reception of my pa-
per, through the feveral clafles of its readers.

In families of condition, it is firft received by the portet,
who, yawning, juft cafts hishalf-open eyes upon it, for it
comes out fo early as between ten and eleven; but, finding
either the politics nor the cafualties of the week in it

throws




MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. XXXV. 18:

throws it afide, and takes up in its ftead a daily news-
paper, in which all thofe matters are related with truth
and perfpicuity,

From thence it is fent up to Mrs. Betty, tolay upon the
breakfaft-table. She receives ir in pretty much the fame
manner, finds it deficient in point of news, and lays it
down in excha nge for the Daily-Ad vertifer, where the turng
with impatience to the ad vertifements, to fee what invita-
tions are thrown out by fingle gentlemen of undoubted
charalters, to agreeable young women of unblemifhed re=
putations, to become either their wives or their compani-
ons. And by a prudent forecaft, fhe particularly attends
to the premiums { frequently offered, for a fine whole-
fome breaft of milk.

When it is introduced into my lady’s drefling-room, it
undergoes a f{evere examination: for, if my lord and lad
€ver meet, it is then and there. ‘The youngeft, probably,
of the young ladies is appointed to read it aloud, to ufe
her to read at fight, If my lord, who is a-judge of wit,
as well as of propricty, in the laft refort, gives a favoura-
ble nod, and fays, it is well enough to-day, my lady, who
does not care to contradiét him in trifles, pronounces it to
be charming. But if unfortunately my lord, with an ajr
of diftafte, calls it poor fluff; my lady difcovers it to be
borridly fupid. The young family are nanimoutly of opi-
nion, that the name of Adam Fitz-Adam is a VEry comi-
cal one, and €nquire into the meaning of the globe in the
trontifpiece ; by which, if any body could tell:them, they
might get g pretty notion of geography.

In families of “an inferior clafs, I meet with a fuller,
though perhaps not a more favorable, trial, My merits
and demerits are freely difcuffed. Some think me too
srave, others trifling. The miftrefs of the houfe; -though
fhe detefts fcandal, withes, for example fake only, that

would draw the characters, and expofe the intrigues, of
the fine folks. The mafter wonders that I do not give the
Minifters a rap ; and concludes that Ireceive hufh-money.
But all agree in faying facetinufly and pleafantly enongh
that the Wor Lp does not inform them how: the' Wor i p
80¢s. ‘This “is:followed by many other bosus mots, equally
IBgenious, alluding to the title of my. paper, and worth
at leaft the two-pence a week that it cofts.
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In the city, for my paper has made its way to that end
of the town, upon the fuppofition of its being a fathionable
onein this, I am received and confidered in a different
light. All my general reflexions upon the vices or the fol-
lies of the age are, by the ladies, {fuppofed to be levelled
at particular perfons, or at leaft difcovered to be very ap-
plicable to fuch and fuch of the quariTy. Theyare alfo
thought to be very pat to feveral of their own neighbours
and acquaintance ; and fhrewd hints of the kind greatly
embellifh the converfation of the evening. 'The graver
and more frugal part of that opulent metropolis, who do
not themfelves buy, but borrow my paper of thofe who
do, complain that, though there is generally room f{uffi-
cient at the end of the laft page, I never infert the price of
ftocks nor of goods at bear key. Andthey are every one
of them aftonifhed how certain tranfations of the court
of aldermen on one hand, and of the common-council on
the other, can poffibly efcape my animadverfion, fince it is
1mpofﬁble that they can have efcaped my kncmudge
Such are the cenfures and difliculties, to which a poor
weekly author is expofed. © However, I "have the pleafure,
and fomething more than the plt&fure of finding that two
thoufand of my papers are cifculated weekly.  This num-
ber exceeds the largeft that was ever printed even of the
Spectators, which in no other refpect do I pretend to equal:
Such extraordinary fuccefs would be fuflicient to flatter the
vanity of a good author, and to turn the head of a bad one.
But I prudently check and ftifle thofe growing fentiments
in my own breaft, by reflecting upon the other circum-
frances that tend to my humibiation. I muft confefs that
the prefent fafthion of curling the hair has proved exceed-
ingly’ favourable to me: and perhaps the quality of my
paper, as it happens to be pucuharly adaptcd to that pur-
ofe, ‘Tl‘l‘y contribute, more than its merit, to the fale
of it. A head that has taken a right French turn, requires,
as I am affured, fourfcore curls in diftinct papers, and thofe
curls'muft ' be’ renewed s -often as the head is combed,
which is perhaps ‘once a2 month. * Four of my papers are
fufficient for that purpofe, and amount only to eight pence,
which is very little more than what the fame quantity of

p"un p&per would cof’c 'T“ﬁ__.mg it therr fore all together,
]t’
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it feems not inconfiftent with good ceconomy to - pur-
chafe it at fo fmall a price. This reflection might morti-
fy me as an author; but on the other hand, felf-love,
which 1s ingenious in availing itfelf of the {lighteft favora-
ble circumftances, comforts me with the thought, that, of
the prodigious number of daily and weekly papers that
are now publifhed, mine is perhaps the only one that is ul-
tmately applied to the head.

XXXVL
THE WORLD.

SATURDAY, Feb. 20, 1755, N®1:s.

Q L A'TE noble author has moft Juftly and elegantly
defined cuftom to be, “ The refult of the paffions

and prejudices of many, and of the defigns of 2 few;
“ the ape of reafon, who ufurps her feat, exercifes her
* power, and is obeyed by mankind in her ftead

This definition enables us to account for the various ab-
furd and wicked cuftoms which have 1"everaliy and {uccef-
ﬁvely prevailed in all ages and countries, and alfo for thofe
which unfortunately prevail in this: for they may all be
traced up to the paffions and prejudices of the many, and
the defigns of a few. .

Itis certain, however, that there has not been a time,
when the prerogative-of human reafon was more freely af-
ferted, nor errors and prejudices more ably attacked and
expofed by the beft writers, than now, But may not the
principle of inquiry and detection be carried too far, or at
leaft made too general ? And fhould not 2 prudent difcri-
mination of cafes be attended to ?

A prejudice is by no means nece larily, thoush general-
ly, thought fo, an error. On the contrary, it may be a
moft unqueftioned truth, though it be fill a prejudice in

thofe
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thofe who, without any examination, take it upon truft
and entertain it by habit.

There are even fome prejudices, fonndud upon errof,
which ought to be connived at, or perhaps encouraged;
their effets being more beneficial to fociety, than their
detection can poflibly be.

Human reafon, even when improved by knowledge,
and undifturbed b) the paflions, 1s not an infallible, though
it is our beft, guide : but, unimproved by knowledge, and
adulterated by paffion, it becomes the moft dangerous
one; conftituting obftinate wrongheadednef(s, and digni-
fying, nay almoﬁ fanctitying, error.

The bulk of mankind have neither leifure nor knowledge
fufficient to reafon right : why then fhould they be taught
to reafon at all? Will not honeft inftinct prompt, and
wholefome prejudices guide them, much better than half
reafoning ?

The power of the magiftrate to punith bad, and the
authority of thofe of fupcllcr rank to {et good examplcs
properly exerted, would probably be of more diffufive ad-
vantage to focuty than the moft learned, theclogical,
phllo{oph;(.al, moral and cafuiftical diﬁ:itatlf)l'ls. As for
inftance.

An honeft cobler in his ftall thinks and calls himfelf a
good honeft proteftant; and if he lives at the city end of
the town, probably goes to his parifh chyrch on Sundays.
Would it be honeft, would it be wife, to fay to this cobler,
¢ Friend, you only think yourfelf a member of the church
“ of England; but in reality you are not one, fince you
are only o from habit and FI’E_}Udif‘C not from exami-
nation and refle€tion. But ftudy the ableft controverfi-
al writers of the popith and reformed churches ; read
Bellarmine, Chillingworth, and Stillingfleet, and then
you may juitly call yourfelf, what in truth you are not
now, a proteftant
Should our mender of fhoes follow this advice, which I
hope he would not, a ufeful cobler would moft certainly
be loft, in a ufelefs polemic, and a fcurvy logician.

It wou]d be juft-the fame thing in morals. Our cobler
received from his parents that beft and fhorteft of all chrif
tian and moral precepts, * Do as you would be done by:”
he adopted it without much examination, and fcrupu-
loufly pradtifed it in general, though with fome fow €x-

ceptions
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ceptions perhaps in his own trade. But fhould fome phi-
fofopher, for the advancement of truth and knowledge, af-
fure this cobler, “ That his honefty was mere prejudice
¢ and habit, becaufe he had never fufficiently confidered
“ the relation and fitnefs of things, nor contemplated the

“ beauty of virtue ; but that, if he would carefully ftudy

*“ the Characteriftics, the Moral Philofopher, and t}

EG

lrt

or forty volumes more upon that fubjeét, he might then{
and not till then, juftly call himfelf an honeft man ;”
what would become of the honefty of the cobler after this
ufeful difcovery, I do not know: but this I very well
know, that he fhould no longer be My cobler.

I fhall borrow himin two inftances more, and then
leave him to his honeft, ufeful, homefpun prejudices,
which half-knowledge and lefs reafoning will, T hope, never
tempt him to lay afide.

My cobler is alfo a politician. He reads the firft news-
papers he can get, defirous to be informed of the fiate of
affairs in Europe, and of the ftreet robberies in Loridon.
He has not, I prefume, analyfed the interefts of the refpec-

(14

-tive countries of Europe, nor deeply confidered thofe of

his own : ftill lefs is he fyftematically informed of the po-
litical duties of a citizen and a fubject. But his heart
and his habit fupply thofe defe@ts. He glows with zeal
for the honor and profperity of old England; he will
hight for it, if there be occafion, and drink to it perhaps a
little too often, and too much. However, is it not to be
withed that there were in this country f{ix millions of fuch
honeft and zealous, though uninformed, - citizens ?

All thefe unreflefted and unexamined opinions of our
cobler, though prejudices in him, are in themfelves un-
doubted and demonftrable truths, and ought therefore to
be cherifhed even in their coarfeft drefs, But I thall now
give an inftance of a common prejudice in this country,
which is the refult of error, and which yet.I believe no map
In his fenfes would defire thould be expoled or removed.

Our honeft cobler is thoroughly convinced, as his fore-
fathers were for many centuries, that one Englithman can
beat three Frenchmen ; and, in that perfuafion, he would
b}i N0 means decline the trial, Now, though in my own
Plivate opinion, deduced from phyfical ‘puinciples, I am
Pt to belicve that one Englithman could beat no more

than
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than two Frenchmen of equal ftrength and fize with him-
felf, 1 thould however be very unwilling to undeceive him
of that ufeful and f{anguine error, which certainly made
his countrymen triumph in the fields of Poictiers and
Crecy.

But there are prejudices of a very different nature from
thefe; prejudices not only founded on original error, but
that gave birth and fanction to the moft abfurd, extrava-
gant, impious, and immoral cuftoms.

Honor, that facred name, which ought to mean the {pi-
rit, the fupererogation of virtue, is, by cuftom, profaned,
reduced, and fhrunk to mean only a readinefs to fight a
duel upon either a real or an imaginary affront, and not
to cheat at play. No vices nor immoralities whatfoever
blaft this fathionable charater, but rather, on the contra- .
ry, dignify and adorn it : and what fhould banifh a man
from all {fociety, recommends him in general to the beft.
He may, with great honor, ftarve the tradefmen, who by
their induftry, fupply not only his wants, but his luxury;
he may debauch his friend’s wife, daughter, or fifter;
he may, in fhort, unboundedly gratify every appetite,
paflion, and intereft, and fcatter defolation round him,
if he be but ready for fingle combat, and a fcrupulous ob-
ferver of all the moral obligations of a gamefter.

"Thefe are the prejudices for wit to ridicule, for fatire to
lath, for the rigor of the Law to punifh, and, (which
would be the moft effectual of all) for fathion to difcoun-
tenance and profcribe. And thefe fhall in their turns be
the fubjects of fome future papers. :

XXXVIL.
d B W.O. R 1D

SaTURDAY, Feb. 2. 1755. No. 113.

HE cuftom of pueLLiNG is moft evidently ““ the
refult of the paffions of the many, and of the de-
figns of a few;” but here the definition ftops ; fince far

from being * the ape of reafon,” it prevails in open defi-
ance
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ance of it. It is the manifeft offspring of barbarity and
folly, a monftrous birth, and diftinguithed by the moft
fhocking and ridiculous marks of both its parents,

I would not willingly give offence to the politer part of
my readers, whom I acknowledge to be my beft cuftomers,
and therefore I will not fo much as hint at the impiety of
this practice ; nor will I labor to thew how repugnant it is
to mftinét, reafon, and every moral and focial obligation,
even to the fathionable fitnefs of things. Viewed on the
criminal fide, it excites horror; on the abfurd fide, it is
an inexhauftible fund of ridicule. The guilt has been
confidered and expofed by abler pens than mine, and in-
deed ought to be cenfured with more dignity than a fugi-
tive weekly paper can pretend to: I fhall therefore content

- myfelf with ridiculine the follv of it.
o bam | 1

The antients moft certainly have had very imperfe@ noti-
ons of HoNOR, for they had none of pusLLING. One reads,
it is true, of murders commitred every now and then among
the Greeks and Romans, prompted only by intereft or re-
venge, and performed without the leaft Attic politenefs,
or Roman urbanity. No letters of gentle invitation were
fent to any man to come and have his throat cut the next
morning ; and we may obferve that Milo had not the
common decency to give Clodius, the moft profligate of
men, the moft dangerous of citizens, and his own inve-
lerate enemy, an equal chance of deftroying him.

This delicacy of fentiment, this refinement of manners,
was referved for the politer Goths, Vifigoths, Oftrogoths,
Vandals, &c. to introduce, cultivate, and eftablith., I
muft confefs that they have generally been confidered as
barbarous nations; and to be fure there are fome cir-
cumftances which feem to favour that opmion. They
made open war upon learning, and gave no quarter even
to the monuments of arts and fciences.  But then it muft
be owned, on the other hand, that upon thofe ruins, they
eftablithed the honorable and noble fcience of HOMICIDE,
dignified, exalted, and afcertained TruE HONOR, WOr-
fhipped it as their deity, and facrificed to it hecatombs of

uman victims.

In thofe happy days, moNoRr, that is, fingle combat,
Was the great and unerring teft of civil rights, moral ac-
fons, and found dottrines, It was fanctified by the

church,
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church, and the churchmen were occaﬁoually allowed the
honor and pleafure of it; for we read of many inftances
of pueLs between men and priefts. Nay, it was, with-
out appeal, the infallible teft of female cl,amn If a
princefs, or any lady of diftinction, was fufnectcd of a
little incontinency, fome brave champion, who was com-
monly piivy to, or perhaps the author of it ftood forth
in her defence, and aflerted her innocence with the point
of his {word or lance. If, by his activity, fkill, ftrength
and courage, he murdered the accufer, the lady was {pot-
lefs ; but, if her champion fell, her guilt was manifeft.
‘This- heroic callan.ry in defence of the fair, I prefume,
occafioned that affociation of ideas, otherwife feemingly
unielative to each other, of the erRAvE and the Fair :

for indeed in thofe da)s 1t behoved a lady, who had the
leaft regard for her reputation, to chufe a lover of un-
common ’1&1"1'[3, ftrength, and courage. 'This notion, as
Iam well affured, ftill prevails in many reputable families
about Covent- ghdcn where the BRAVE in the kitchen,
are always w ithin call of the FaIRr in the firft or fecond
floor.

By this fummary method of prouccdm the quibbles,
the delays, and the expence of the law were avoided, and
the troublefome fhackles of the gofpel knocked off; no-
Nor ruling in their ftead. T'o prove the utility and juf-
tice of this method, I cannot help mentioning a very ex-
traordinary puEL between @ man of diftinction and a
dog, in the year 1241, in prefence of king Charles the
fifth of 1"11‘211“;(26_ Both the relation and the print of this
pDUEL are to be found in father Monfaucon,

A gent I man of the court was fuppefed to have murder-
cd anoth: -r, who had been mifling for fome days. This
fufpicion arofe from the mute teﬁimony of the abfent per-
fon’s dog, a large Irifh greyhound, who with uncommon
rage attacked this fuppofed muldcrm wherever he met
him. As he was a gentleman, and a man of very nice
honor, though by the way he Itd]‘, had murdered the man,
he could not bear lying under {o dithonorable a mp:uull
and therefore applied to the king for leave to juftify his

innecence by fingle combat with the faid dog. The king,
being a great lover of Juftice, granted his fuit, ordered
lifts to be made ready, appointed the time, and named the

weapons.
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weapons. The gentleman was to have an offenfive club
in his hand, the dog a defenfive tub to refort to occafion-
ally. The Irith greyhound willingly met this fair inviter
at the time and place appointed ; for it has always been
obfervable of that particular breed, that they have an un-
common alacrity at fingle combat. They fought, the dog
prevailed, and almoft killed the honorable gentleman,
who had then the honor to confefs his guilt, and of be-
ing hanged for it in a few days.

When letters, arts, and fciences, revived in Europe,
the {cience of Hom1cIDE was farther cultivated and 1m-
proved. If, on the one hand, it loft a little of the extent
of its jurifdition, on the other, it acquired great precifion,
clearnefs, and beauty, by the care and pains of the very
beft Italian and Spanith authors, who reduced it into a re-
gular body, and delighted the world with their admirable
codes, digefts, pandeéts, and Yeports, della cavallerefza,
in fome hundreds of volumes., Almoft all poflible cafes
of HoNorR were confidered and ftated 5 two-and-thirty
different forts of lies were diftinguifhed, and the adequate
fatisfaction neceffary for each, was, with great folidity
and precifion afcertained. A kick with a thin fhoe was
declared more injurious to honor, though not fo painful to
the part kicked, than a kick with a thick fhoe ; and in
fhort, a thoufand other difcoveries of the like nature,
equally beneficial to fociety, were communicated to the
world in thofe voluminous treafures of HONOR.

In the prefent degenerate age, the fundamental laws of
HONOR are exploded and ridiculed, and fingle combat
thought a very uncertain, and even unjuft, decifion of
civil property, female chaftity, and criminal accufations -
but I would humbly afk, why ? Is not fingle combat as
Juft a decifion of any other thing whatfoever, as it is of
veracity, the cafe to which it is now in a manner confined ?
Lam of opinion that there are more men in the world who
lie and fight too, than there are who will lie and not fight .
becaufe I believe there are more men in the world who
have, than who want, courage. But, if fighting is the teft
of veracity, my readers of condition will, T hope, pardon
Me, when I fay, that my future inquiries and refearches

after
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after truth fhall be altogether confined to the three regi-
ments of guards.

There is one reafon indeed, which makes me f{ufpet
that 2 pucL may not always be the infallible criterion of
veracity, and that is, that the combatants very rarely
meet upon equal terms. I beg leave to ftate a cafe,
which may very probably, and not even unfrequently
happen, and which yet is not provided for, nor even men-
tioned in the INSTITUTES OF HONOR.

A very lean, flender, active young fellow of great Ho-
NoRr, weighing perhaps not quite twelve ftone, and who
has from his youth taken leflons of HomicipE from a
murder-mafter, has, or thinks he has, a point of honor
to difcufs with an unwieldy, fat, middle-aged gentleman,
of nice monor likewife, weighing four-and-twenty ftone,
and who in his youth may not poflibly have had the fame
commendable application to the noble {cience of HoM1CIDE.
"The lean gentleman fends a very civil letter to the fat one,
inviting him to come and be killed by him the next morn-
ing in Hyde-park. Should the fat gentleman accept this
invitation, and waddle to the place appointed, he goes to
inevitable flaughter. Now, upon this ftate of the cale,
might not the fat gentleman, confiftent with the rules of
Honor, return the following anfwer to the invitation of
the lean one?

CoEER;

¢« 1'find by your letter that you do me the juftice to
¢ believe, that I have the true notions of honor that be-
“ come a gentleman ; and I hope I fhall never give you
¢ reafon to change your opinion. As I entertain the fame
< opinion of you, I muft fuppofe that you will not de-
¢ fire that we fhould meet upon unequal terms, which
¢« muft be the cafe were we to meet to-morrow. /At pre-
« fent I unfortunately weigh four-and-twenty ftone, and I
“ guefs that you do not exceed twelve. From this cir-
“ cumftance fingly, I am doubly the mark that you are;
¢ but befides this, you are adtive, and I am unwieldy. I

¢ therefore propofe to you, that from this day forwards,
_ ¢ we
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we feverally endeavour by all poffible means, you
“ to fatten, and I to wafte, till we can meet at the
medium of eighteen ftone. I will lofe no time on my
part, being impatient to prove to you that I am not
quite unworthy of the good opinion which you are pleaf~
ed to exprefs of,

STR,

“ Your very humble fervant.
“ P. §. I believe it may not be amifs for us to com-
“ municate to each other, from time to time, our
gradations of increafe or decreafe, towards the de-
fired medium, in which, I prefume, two or three
pounds more or lefs, on either fide, ought not to
“ be confidered.”

(14
(14

(119

This, among many more cafes that I could mention,
fufficiently proves, not only the expediency, but the ne-
ceflity, of reftoring, revifing, and perhaps adding to, the
practice, rules and ftatutes, of fingle combat, as it flou-
tithed in the fifteenth and fixteenth centuries. I grant that
it would probably make the common law ufelefs; but lit-
tle, trifling, and private interefts ought not to ftand in the
way of great, public, and national advantages.

XXXVIIL,
T HE-WORILD

THurRspAY, March 6, 1755 N® 114,

THE notion of BrrRTH, as it is commonly called and
eftablithed by cuftom, is alfo the manifeft refult of
the prejudices of the many, and of the defigns of a few. It
1S the child of Pride and Folly, coupled together by
that induftrious pandar Self-love, It is furely the ftrong-
eftinftance, and the weakeft prop, of human vanity.  Ifit
Meansany thing, it means a long lineal defcent from a foun-

der,
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der, whofe induftry or good fortune, whofe merit, or perhaps
whofe guilt, has enabled his pofterity to live ufelefs to fo-
ciety, and to tranfmit to theirs their pride and their patrimo-
ny. However, this extravagant notion, this chimerical ad van-
tage, the effect of blind chance, where prudence and op-
tion cannot even pretend to have the leaft fhare, is that
rr.y which, by a kind of Egyptian fuperftition, cuftom
all over Europe has deified, and at whofe tawdry fhrine
good fenfe, good manners, and good nature, are daily
facrificed.

The vulgar diftin&tion between people of B1rTH and
people of No BirTH Wwill probably puzzle the critics and
antiquaries of the thirtieth or fortieth centuries, when, in
their judicious or laborious refearches into the cuftoms and
manners of thefe prefent times, they fhall have reafon to
fuppofe, that in the fixteenth, {eventeenth, and eighteenth
centuries, the ifland of Great Britain was inhabited by two
forts of people, fome sorN, but the much greater number
unsorN. The fact will appear fo zncredible, that it will
certainly be Jelieved; the only difficulty will be how to
account for it; and that, as it commonly does, will en-
grofs the attention of the learned. The cafe of Cadmus’s
men will doubtlefs be urged as a cafe in point, to prove
the poflibility of the thing; and the truth of it will be
confirmed by the records of .the univerfity of Oxford,
where it will appear that an unborn perfon, called for that
reafon, Terre Filius, annually entertained that univerfity
with an oration in the theatre,

I therefore take with pleafure this opportunity of ex-
plaining and clearing up this difficulty to my remoteft fuc-
ceffors in the republic of letters, by giving them the true
meaning of the feveral exprefiions of GREAT BIRTH,
NOBLE BIRTH, and NO BIRTH AT ALL. :

Great and illuftrious 1R TH is afcertained and authen-
ticated by a pedigree carefully, preferved in the family,
which takes at leaft an hour’s time to unroll, and, when
unrolled, difclofes twenty intermarriages of valiant and
puiffant Geoffreys and Hildebrands, with as many chafte
and pious Blaunches and Mauds, before the Conqueft, not
without here and there a dafh of the Plantagenets. But,
if unfortunately the infolent worms fhould have devoured

the pedigree as well as the perfons of the illuftrious family,
that

— et ke =a
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that defect may be fupplied by the autheritic records of the
herald’s office, that ineftimable repofitory of good fenfe, and
ufeful knowledge. If thisGrREAT BrrTH i graced with
a peerage, {o much the better, but if not, it i1s no great
matter ; for, being fo folid a good in itfelf, it wants no
borrowed advantages, and ig unqueftionably the moft
plealing {entiment, that a truly generous mind is eapable
of fecling, |

Noere BirTH implies only a peerage in the family.-
Anceftors are by no means n=csffary for this kind of birth
the patent is the midwife of it, and the very firft defcent
is noble. The family arms, however modern, are dig-
nified by the coronet and mantle ; but the family livery
is fometimes, for very good reafons, laid afide.

BirtH, fingly, and without an epithet, extends, I can-
not poflibly fay how far, but negatively it ftops where ufe-
ful arts and induftry begin. Merchants, tradefmen, yeo-
men, farmers, and ploughmen, dre not sor N, or at leaft
in fo' mean a way as not to deferve that name; and it is
perhaps for that reafon that their mothers are faid to be
delrvered, rather than brought to bed of ‘them, - But baro-
nets, Knights, and efquires, have the honor of being
BORN.

I muft confefs that, before 1 got the key fo this fathion-
able language, I was a good deal puzzled myfelf with the
diftinétion between B 1rrH and NO BIRTH ; and, having
no other guide than my own weak reafon, I miftook the
matter moft grofly, I foolithly imagined that wel! born,
meant born with a found mind in a found body ; a healthy,
ftrong conftitution, joined to a good heart and a good un-
derftanding.  Bur I never {ufpected that it'could poflibly
Mean the thrivelled, taftelefs frujt of an old genealogical
tee. T communicated my doubts, and applied for infor-
mation, to my late worthy and curious friend the cclebrat-_
ed Mrs, Kennon, whofe valuable colletion of foffils and
mincrals, lately fold, fufficiently proves her fkill and re-
fearches in the moft recondite parts of nature. She, with
that frankne(s and humanity which were natural to her,
affured me that it was all a vulgar error, in which however
the nobility and gentry prided themfelves, but that in
truth fhe had never obferved the children of the quality to
be wholfomer and ftronger than others ; but rather the con-
Yary ;- which difference fhe imputed to certain caufes,

Vor.II, @) which
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which I fhall not here fpecify. This natural, and, I dare
fay, to the beft of her obfervation, true, account confirm-
ed me in my former philofophical error. But ftill, not
thoroughly fatisfied with it, and thinking that there muft
be fomething more in what was fo univerfally valued, ]
determined to get fome farther information, by addrefling
myfelf to a perfon of vaft, immenfe, prodigious BIRTH,
and defcended:atavis regibus, with whom I have the honor
of being acquainted. As he expatiates willingly upon that
fubject, it was very eafy for me to fet him a going upon
it, infornuch, that, upon fome few doubts which 1 humbly
{uggefted to hini, he fpoke to me in the following manner.
‘1 believe, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you are not, for nobody
is, ignorant of the antiquity of my family, which by
authentic records I can trace to king Alfred, fome of
whofe blood runs at this moment in my veins, and I
will.not conceal from you that I find infinite inward
comfort and fatisfaGion in that refleCtion. Let people
of No BirTH laugh as much as they pleafe at thefe no-
tions ;- they are not imaginary ; they are real; they are
folid5 and whoever is werL BORN, is glad that he is
fo. A merchant, a tradefman, a yeomamn, a farmer,
and ~fuch fort of people, may perhaps have common
honeflty; -and vulgar virtues; but, take my word for i,
the more refined and generous fentiments of honer, cous
rage, ~and magnanimity, can only flow n antient
‘ and noble ‘blood. What fhall animate a tradefman ot
mean-born man to any great and heroic virtues? Shall
it be the examples of his anceftors? He has none. Or
fhall it be that impure blood that rather {tagnates than
circulates in his veins? No; aANTIENT BIRTH and
NOBLE BLooD are the only true fources of great virtues.
‘his truth appears even among brutes, who, we ob-
{erve, never degenerate, except in cafes of mifalliances
with their inferiors. Are not the pedigrees of horfes,
-cocks, 8&c. carefully preferved, as the never-failing
proofs of their fwiftnefs and courage? I repeat it again,
IIRTH isan ineftimable advantage, not to be adequately |
underftood but by thofe who have it.” L
My friend was going-on, and, to fay the truth, grows
ing dull, when I'took the liberty of interrupting him, by
acknowledging that the cogency of his arguments, and(t}?
ol f-
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felf-evidence of his facts, had entirely removed all my
doubts, and convinced me of the unfpeakable advanta-
ges of ILLUSTRIOUS BIRTH, and unfortunately I added,
that my own vanity was greatly flattered by it, in confe-
quence of my being lineally defcended from the firft man,
Upon this my friend looked grave, and feemed rather
difpleafed ; whether from a fufpicion that I was jefting, or
upon an apprehenfion that I meant 1o out-defcend him, 1
cannot determine; for he contented himfelf with faying,
* That is not a neceflary confequence neither, Mr. Fitz-
* Adam, fince I have read fomewhere or other of pre=
“ adamites, which opinion did not feerm to me an abfurd
EC 0ne.’> .

Here I took my leave of him, and went home full of re-
fleCtions upon the aftonithing power of felf-love, that
can extract comfort and pleafure from fuch groundlefs, ab-
furd, and €Xtravagant prejudices, In all other refpects
my friend is neither a fool nor a madman, and can talk ve-
Iy rationally upon any rational fubject. But fuch is the
'inconﬁﬁency both of the human mind and the human heart,
that one muft not form 2 general judgment of either, from
one glaring error, or one fhining excellence,

XXXIX.

THE WORLD.

TrursDAY, Apri] K7Lk Er N¢@ 120,

OST people complain of fortune, few of nature ;
M and the kinder they think the Tatter “has been to
them, the more they murmur at what they call the injuf-
tice of the former. :

Why have not T the riches, the rank, the power, of
fuch and fuch, “is the commion expoftulation with fortune ;
but why have not I the merit, the talents, the wit, or the
beauty,” of fuch and fuch others, is a reproach rarely or
fever made to nature,

- The truth is, that nature, feldom profufe, and feldom
tiggardly, has diftributed her gifts more equally than fhe is
0 2 generally




196 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S
generally fuppofed to have done. Education and fituati-
on make the great difference. Culture improves, and oc-
cafions elicit, natural talents. I make no doubt but that
there are potentially, if T may ufc that pedantic word,
many Bacons, Lockes, Newtons, Cefars, Cromwells, and
Mariboroughs, at the plough-tail, behind counters, and,
perhaps, even among the nobility ; but the foil muft be
cultivated, and the feafons favourable, for the fruit to have
all its {pirit and flavor,

If fometimes our common parent has been a little par-
tial, and not kept the fcales quite even ; if one prepornde-
rates too much, we throw into the lighter a due counter-
poife of vanity, which never fails to fet all right. Hence

it _happens, that hardly any one man would, without re-

ferve, and in every particular, change with any other.

Though all are thus fatisfied with the difpenfations of
nature, how few liften to her voice! how few follow her
as a guide! In vain fthe points out to us the plain and di-
rect way to truth; vanity, fancy, affectation, and fafhion,
affume her f{hape, and wind us through fairy-ground to
folly and error.

Thefe deviations from nature are often attended by fe-
rious confequences, and always by ridiculous ones; for
there is nothing truer than the trite obfervation, © that
¢ people are never ridiculous for being what they really
« are, but for affecting what they really are not.” Af-
fectation is the only fource, and at the fame time, the on-
ly juftifiable object, of ridicule. No man whatfoever, be
his pretenfions what they will, has a natural right to be ri-
diculous : it is an acquired right, and not to be acquired
without fome induftry; which perhaps is the reafon why
fo many people are fo jealous and tenacious of it. Even
fome people’s vIcEs are not their own, but affected and
adopted, ‘though at the fame time unenjoyed, in hopes of
thining in thofe fathionable focieties, where the reputation

of certain vices gives luftre. In thefe cafes, the execution

js commonly as aukward, as the defign is abfurd and
the ridicule equals the guilt.

This calls to my mind a thing, that really happened
not many years ago. A young fellow of fome rank and
fortune, juft let loofe from the univerfity, refolved, 1n or

der to make a figure in the world, to affume the fhining
: character
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charaller of, what he called, a rake. By way of learning
the rudiments of his intended profeflion, -he frequented
the theatres, where he was often drunk, and always noify.
Being one night at the reprefentation of that moft abfurd
play, the Libertine deftroyed, he was fo charmed with the
profligacy of the hero of the piece, that, to the edificati-
on of the audience, he {wore many oaths that he would
be the libertine defiroyed. A difcreet friend of his who fat
by him, kindly reprefented to him, that to be the Zber-
tine was a laudable defign, which he greatly approved of ;
but that to be the libertine deftroyed, feemed to him an
unneceflary part of his plan, and rather rath. He perfift-
ed, however, in his firft refolution, and infifted upon be-
ing the libertine, and deffroyed. Probably he was fo.
at leaft the prefumption is in his favor. There are, I am
perfuaded, fo many cafes of this nature, that for my own
part I would defire no greater ftep towards the reformation
of manners for the next twenty years, than that our people
fhould have no. vices but zhesr own.

The blockhead who affeéts wifdom, becaufe nature has
given him dulnefs, becomes ridiculous only by his adopt-
ed character , whereas he might have ftagnated unobferved
in his native mud, or perhaps have engrofled deeds, col-
lected fhells, and ftudied heraldry, or logic, with fome
{uccefs.

The fhining coxcomb aims at all, and decides finally
upon every thing, becaufe nature has given him pertnefs.
"The degree of parts apd animal {pirits, neceflary to con-
ftitute that character, if properly applied, might have
made him ufeful in many parts of life; but his affectation
and prefumption make him ufelefs in moft, and ridiculous
in all.

~ The feptuagenary fine gentleman might probably, from

his long experience and knowledge of the world, be ef-
teemed and refpected in the feveral relations of domeftic
life, which, at his age, nature points out to him: he will
moft ridiculoufly {pin out the rotten thread of his former
gallantries. He drefles, languifhes, ogles, as he did’ at
five-and-twenty ; and modeftly intimates that he is ‘ot
without a bomne fortune ; which bonne Jortune at laft appears
to be the proftitute he had long kept, not to himfelf, whom
he
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he marries and owns, becaufe the poor girl was fo fond of
bim, and fo defirous to be made an boneft woman.

The {exagenary widow remembers that the was hand-
fome, but forgets that it was thirty years ago, and thinks
herfelf fo, or at leaft very /likeable, ftill. ‘The pardon-
able affectations of her youth and beauty unpardona-
bly continue, increafe even with her years, and are dou-
bly exerted in hopes of concealing the number. All the
gaudy glittering parts of drefs, which rather degrade than
adorn her beauty in its bloom, now expofe to the higheft
and jufteft ridicule her fhrivelled or her overgrown carcafe.
She totters or fweats under the load of her jewels, embroi-
deries, and brocades, which like fo many Egyptian hiero-
glyphics, ferve only to authenticate the venerable anti-
quity of her auguft mummy. Her eyes dimly twinkle
tendernefs, or leer defire : their language, however incle-
gant, isintelligible, and the half pay-captain underftands
it. He addreffes his vows to her vanity, which aflures
her they are fincere. She pities him, and prefers him to
credit, decency, and every focial duty. He tenderly
prefers her, though not without fome hefitation, to a jail.

Self-love, Kept within due bounds is a natural and
afeful fentiment, It is, in truth, focial love too, as Mr.
Pope has very juftly obferved: it is the fpring of many
aood a&ions, and of no ridiculous ones. But {clf-flattery
is only the ape or caricatura of felf-love, and refembles it
no more than to heighten the ridicule. Like other flatte-
1y, it is the moft profufely beftowed and greedily {wallow-
ed, where it is the leaft deferved. I will conclude this
fubje&t with the fubftance of a fable of the ingenious mon-
fieur De La Motte, which feems not unapplicable to it.

Jupiter made a lottery in heaven, in which mortals, as
well as gods, were allowed to have tickets. The prize
was wispom ; and Minerva got it. 'The mortals mur-
mured, and ‘accufed’ the gods of foul play. Jupiter, to
wipe off this afperfion, declared another lottery, for mor-
tals fingly and exclufively of the gods. 'The prize was FoL-
1y. They gotit; and fhared it among themfclves. All were
fatisfied.” The lofs of wispom was neither regretted nor
remembered ; FoLLy fupplied its place, and thofe who
had the largeft fhare of it, thought themfelves the wifeft.
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HAVE fo tender a regard for my fair countrywomen,

that I moft heartily congratulate them upon the ap-
proaching meeting of the parliameat, which I confider,
and I believe they do fo too, as the general gaol delivery
of the feveral counties of the united kingdom.

"That beautiful part of our fpecies once engroffed my
cares; they ftill fhare them+ I have been exceedingly af-
fected all the fummer with the thoughts of their captivi-
ty, and have felt a {fympathetic grief for them.,

In truth, what can be more moving, than to imagine a
fine woman of the higheft rank and fathion, torn from all
the elegant and refined pleafures of the metropolis; hurried
by a mercilefs hufband into country captivity, and there
expofed to the incurfions of the neighbouring Knights,
fquires, and parfons, their wives, fons, daughters, dogs,
and horfes? The metropolis was at once the feat of her
empire, and the theatre of her joys. Exiled from thence,
how great the fall! how dreadful the prifon ! Methinks I
fee her fitting in her drefling-room at the man{ion-feat,
fublimely fullen, like a dethroned eaftern monarch., Some
few books, fcattered up and down, feem to imply that fhe
finds no confolation in any. The unopened knotting-bag
fpeaks her painful leifure. Infenfible to the proffered en-
dearments of her tender infants, they are fent away for
being fo abominably noify. Her drefs is even neglected,
and her complexion laid by. I am not athamad to own
my weaknefs, if it be one; for I confefs that this image
firuck me fo ftrongly, dwelt upon my mind (o long, that
it drew tears from my eyes.

The prorogation of the parliament laft {pring was the

fatal forerunner of this fummer captivity. I was well

awars
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aware of it, and had fome thoughts of preparing a fhort
treatife of confolation, which I would have prefented to
my fair countrywomen, in two or three weekly papers, to
have accompanied them in their exile: but I muft own
that I found the attempt greatly above my ftrength ; and
an inadequate confolation only redoubles the grief, by re-
viving in the mind the caufeof it. Thusat a lofs, I fearch-
ed, as every modeft modern fhould do, the antients, in
order to fay in Englifh, whatever they had faid in Latin
or Greek upon the like occafion; but far from finding
any cafe in point, I could not find one in any degree like
it. I particularly confulted Cicero, upon that exile which
he bore fo very indifferently himfelf; but, to my great
furprize, could not meet with one fingle word of confola-
tion, addreffed or adapted to the fair and tender part of
his fpecies. To fay the truth, that philofopher feems to
have had either a contempt for, or an averfion to, the
fair fex ; for it is very obfervable, that even in his effay
upon old age, there is not one fingle period addrefled di-
recly and exclufively to them; whereas I humbly pre-
{ume that an old woman wants at leaft as much, if not
more, comfort, than an old man. Far be it from me to
offer them that refined ftoical argument to prove that
exile can be no misfortune, becaufe the exiled perfons can
always carry their virtue along with them, if they pleafe.

However, though I could adminifter no adequate com-
fort to my fair fellow-fubjects under their country capti-
vity, my tender concern for them prompts me to offer
them fome advice upon their approaching liberty.

As there muft have. been, during this fufpenfion, I will
not fay only of pleafure, but, in a manner, of exiftence,
a confiderable faving in the article of pin-money, I ear-
neftly recommend to them, immediately upon their com-
ing to town, to apply that finking fund to the difcharge of
debts already incurred, and not divert it to the current
fervice of the enfuing year, I would not be mifunder-
ftood ; I mean only the payment of debts of honor, con-
trated at commerce, bragg, or faro; as they are apt to
hang heavy upon the minds of women of fentiment, and
even to affeét their countenances, upon the approach of a
creditor. As for fhop-debts, to mercers, milliners, jew-
ellers, French pedlars, and fuch like, it 1s no great mat-
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ter whether they are paid or not; fome how or other thofe
people will fhift for themfelves, or, at worft, fall ulti-
mately upon the hufband.

I will alfo advife thofe fine women, who, by an unfor-
tunate concurrence of odious circumftances, have been
obliged to begin an acquaintance with their hufbands and
children in the country, not to break it off intirely in
town, but on the contrary, to allow a few minutes every
day to the keeping it up; fince a time may come, when
perhaps they may like their company rather better than
none at all.

As my fair fellow-fubjeéts were always famous for their
public fpirit and love of their country, I hope they will,
upon the prefent emergency of the war with France, dif-
tinguith themfelves by unequivocal proofs of patriotifim,
I flatter myfelf that they will, at their firft appearance in
town, publicly renounce thofe French fathions, which of
late years have brought their principles, both with regard
to religion and government, a little in queftion. And
therefore I exhort them to difband their curls, comb their
heads, wear white linen, and clean pocket-handkerchiefs,
in open defiance of all the power of France. But, above
all, Iinfift upon their laying afide that thamefu] piratical
practice of hoifting falfe colors upon their top gallant, in
the miftaken notion of captivating and enflaving their coun-
trymen. This they may the more eafily do at fiift, fince
itis to be prefumed that, during their retirement, their
faces have enjoyed uninterrupted reft. Mercury and ver-
million have made no depredation thefe fix months ; good
air and good hours may perhaps have reftored, to a cer-
tain degree at leaft, their natural carnation : but at worft
P'will venture to affire them, that fuch of their lovers, -who
may know them again in that ftate of native artlefs beauty,
will rejoice to find the communication opened again, and
all the barriers of plafter and ftucco removed. Be it known
t them, that there is not a man in England, who does
not infinitely prefer the browneft natural, to the whiteft
artificial, fkin; and T have received nu mberlefs letters
from men of the firft fathion, not only requefting, but
Iequiring me to proclaim this trath, with leave to publifh
their names, which however [ declined t but; if T thought

1T




202 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S

it could be of any ufe, I could eafily prefent them with a
round robin to that effeét, of above a theufand of the
moft refpectable names. One of my correfpondents, a
member of the Royal Society, illuftrates his indignation at
glazed faces, by an apt and well-known phyfical experi-
ment. The fhining glafs tube, fays he, when warmed by
friction, attralks a feather, probably a white one, to clofe
contact; but the fame feather, from the moment that it
is taken off the tube, flies it with more velocity than it
approached it with before. 1 make no application; but,
avert the omen, my dear countrywomen !

Another, who feems to have fome knowledge of che-
miftry, has fent me a receipt for a moft excellent wafh,
which he defires me to publith, by way of fuccedaneum to
the various greazy, glutinous, and pernicious applicati-
ons fo much ufed of late. It is as follows.

Take of fair clear water guantum fufficit; put it into a
clean earthen or china bafon, take then a clean linen cloth,
dip it in that water, and apply it to the face night and
morning, or oftener, as occafion may require. '

I own, the fimplicity and purity of this admirable lotion
recommend it greatly to me, and engage me to recom-
mend it to my fair countrywomen. It is free from all the
inconveniencies and naftinefs of all other preparations of
art whatfoever. It does not ftink, as all others do; 1t
does not corrode the fkin, as all others do; i1t does not
deftroy the eyes, nor rot the teeth, as all others do; and
it does not communicate itfelf by collifion, nor betray the
tranfactions of a tete-a-tete, as moft others do.

Having thus paid my tribute of grief to my lovely coun-
trywomen during their captivity, and my tribute of con-
gratulations upon their approaching liberty, I heartily wifh
them a good journcy to London. May they {oon enter,
in joyful triumph, that metropolis, which {ix months ago
they quitted with tears!
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[IVILITY and coop-srEEDING are generally
G thought, and often ufed, as fynonymous terms,
but are by no means fo,

Goop-BREEDING neceffarily implies civiLiTy; but
CIVILITY does not reciprocally imply cood-BREEDING.
The former has its intrinfic weight and value, which the
latter always adorns, and often doubles by its workman-
thip.

To fagrifice one’s own felf-love to other people’s, is a
fhort, but, Ibelieve, a true definition of CIVILITY : to
do it with eafe, propriety, and grace, iS GOOD-BREED-
ING. The one is the refult of good-nature: the other of
good-fenfe, joined to experience, obfervation, and at-
tention.

A ploughman will be civil, if he is good-natured, but
cannot be well-bred. A courtier will be well-bred, though
perthaps without good-nature, if he has but good-{enfe,

Flattery is the difgrace of GOOD-BREEDING, as bruta-
lity often is of truth and fincerity. coop.BREEDING is
the middle point between thofe two odious extremes,

CereMONY is the fuperftition of GOOD-BREEDING, as
well as of religion ; but yet, being an out-work to both,
thould not be abfolutely “demolithed. It is always, to a
certain degree, to be complied with, though defpifed by
thofe who think, becaufe admired and refpacted by thofe
who do not.

The moft perfet degree of GOOD-BREEDING, as
[ have already hinted, is only to be acquired by great
knowledge of the world, and keeping the beft company.

"“I.r)rd Chefterfield, being at Bath; fhewed one of his laft Worlds to
's friend general Irwine, who dined with him almoft every day. The
general, in the courfe of the converfation, mentioned good-breeding as
diftinguithed from mere civility, as a fubje& that deferved to be treated
by him. His lordfhip at firft declined it, but on his friend’s infitting,
and urging the fingular propriety of its being undertaken by a man
who was {0 perfett a malter of the thing, he f{uddenly called for pen
and ink, and wrote this excellent piece off hand, as he did all the
others, without any rafure or interlineation. The paper ever after,
Fent by the name of general lrwine’s paper.

It
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It is not the objeét of mere {peculation, and cannot be ex-
actly defined, as it confifts in a fitnefs, a propriety of
words, actions, and even looks, adapted to the infinite
variety and combinations of perfons, places, and things.
Itis 2 mode, not a {ubftance;: for whatis GooD-BREED-
ING at St. James’s, would pafs for foppery or banter in a
remote village, and the home-fpun civility of that village,
would be confidered as brutality at court.

A cloyftered pedant may form true notions of civivi-
1Y ; but if, amidft the cobwebs of his cell, he pretends
to {pin a {peculative {yftem of coop-BREEDING he will
not be lefs abfurd than his predeceflor, who judiciouily
undertook to inftruct Hannibal in the artof war. The moft
ridiculous and moft aukward of men are, therefore, the
(peculatively well-bred monks of all religions and all pro-
reffions. -

Goop-BREEDING, like charity, not only covers a mul-
titude of faults, but, to.a certain degree, fupplies the
want of fome virtues. In the common intercourfe of life,
it acts good nature, and often does what good-nature will
not always do ; it Keeps both wits and fools within thofe
bounds of decency, which the former are too apt to tranf-
grefs, and which the latter never know.

Courts are unqueftionably the {eats of coop-BrREEDING,
and muft neceffarily be {o; otherwife they would be the
{eats of violence and defolation,  There all the paffions are
in their higheft ftate of fermentation.- All purfue what but
few can obtain, and many feck what but one can enjoy.
Goop-BREEDING alone reftrains their excefles. ‘There,
if enemies did not embrace, they would ftab. There,
fmiles are often put on, to conceal -tears. There, mutual
fervices are profefled, while mutual injuries are intended;
and there, the guile of the ferpent fimulates the gentlenefs
of the dove: all this, it is true, at the expence of fincerity,
but upon the whole, to the advantage of focial intercourfe
in general. |

I would not be mifapprehended, and fuppofed to recom-
mend Goop-BREEDING, thus prophaned and proftituted
to the purpofes of guilt and perfidy; but I think I may
juitly infer from it, to what a degree the accomplifhment
of Goop-BREEDING muft adorn and enforce virtue and
truth, when it can thus foften the outrages and deformity
of vice and falfhood.

I am
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I am forty to be obliged to confefsthat my native
country is not perhaps the feat of the moft perfeé coop-
BREEDING, thoughlreally believe thatit yields to none in
hearty and fincere crviLiTY, asfarasciviriTy is;and to
a certain degree it is, an inferior moral duty of doing as
one would be done by. If France exceeds us in that
particular, the incomparable author of L’ Efprit des Loix
accounts for it very impartially, and I believe very truly.
“ If my countrymen,” fays he, “ are the beft-bred
* people in the world, it is only becaufe they are the vain-
eft.” Itis certain that their coop-sREEDING and atfen-
tions, by flattering the vanity and felf-love of others, re-
pay their own with intereft. It is a general commerce,
ufually carried on by a barter of attentions, and often
without one grain of folid ‘merit, by way of medium to
make up the balance.

It were to be wifhed that coop-BREEDING Were in ge-
neral thought a more effential part of the education of our
youth, efpecially of diftin@ion, than at prefent it feems to
be. It might even be fubftituted in the room of fome
academical ftudies, that take up a great deal of time to
very little purpofe ; or at leaft, it might ufefully fhare
fome of thofe many hours, that are fo frequently em ploy-
ed upon a coach-box, or in ftables. Surely thofe who,
by their rank and fortune, are called to adarn courts; ought
at leaft not to difgrace them by their manners.

But T obferve with concern, that it isthe fathion far
our youth of both fexes to brand coop-3REEDING with
the name of ceremony and formality. ~ As' fuch they ridi-
cule and explodeit; andadoptin its ftead an offénfive
careleffnefs and inattention, to the diminution, I will venture
to fay, even of theirown pleafures, if they know what truie
pleafures are.

Love and friendfhip neceflarily produce, and Juftly au-
thorize, familiarity; but then Goop-BREEDING muft
mark out its bounds, and fay, thus far thalt thou g0, and
No farther; for I have known many a paffion and many
a friendfhip degraded, weakened, and at laft, if I may ufe
the expreflion, wholly flatterned away, by an unguarded
and illiberal familiarity. Nor is GooD-EREEDING lefs
the ornament and cement of common focial life + it con-
nects, it endears, and, at the fame time that it indulges
the juft liberty, reftrains that indecent licentioufnefs of

con-
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converfation, which alienates and provokes.  Great talents
make a man famous, great merit makeshim refpected,
and great leamning makes him efteemed; but coop-
BREEDING alone can make him be loved.

I recommend it in a more particular manner to my
country women, as the greateft arnament to fuch of them
as have beauty, and the fafeft refuge for thofe who have
not, It facilitates the victories, decorates the triumphs,
and fecures the conquefts of beauty, or in fome degree
atones for the want of it. It almoft deifies a fine woman,
and ‘procures refpect at leaft to thofe, who have not charms
enough to be admired.

Upon the whole, though Goov-BrREepiNG cannet,
{tritly fpeaking, be called a virtue, yet it is produétive
of fo many good effects, that, in my opinion, it may
Juftly be reckoned more than a mere accomplifhment.

XL
T HE W ORLD.
Tuurspavy, Nov, 20, 1755. N9:1s1.

WAS lately fubpeenaed, by a card, to a general af-

fembly atLady Townly’s, where I went fo aukward-
ly early, that I found mnobody but the five or fix people
who had dined there, and who for want of hands enough
for play, werereduced to the cruel neceflity of converfing
till fomething better fhould offer. Lady Townly obferv-
ed with concern and impatience, * that people of fafhion
““‘now 'came intolerably late, and in a glut at once,
¢ awhich laid the lady of the houfe under great difficulties,
““ to..make the 'parties properly.” ¢ That, no doubt,”
faid Manly, “ is to be lamented ; and the more fo,
“sas it feemns to:give your ladyfhip fome concern : but
“ in the mean time, for want -of fomething better to.do,
¢ 1 fhould be glad toknow the true meaning.of a term
¢ that youhave juft madevfeof, pesple of fafbion. I con-
#fefs, I have never yet had a precifeand clear idea of ]td.:

1) 91y
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“and I am fure I cannot apply more properly for infor-
mation than to this company, which is moft un-
" queftionably compofed of people of fafbion, whatever
* people of fafbion may be. 1 therefore beg to know
the meaning of that term : what are they, who are they,
and what conftitutes, I had almoft faid, ‘anoints them,
“ people of fafbion 2

‘Thefe quettions, inftead of receiving immediate anfwers,
occafioned a general filence of above a minute, which per-
haps was the refult of the whole company’s having difco-
vered, for the firft time, that they had long and often
made ufe of a2 term which they had never underftood : for
a little reflection frequently produces thofe difcoveries,
Belinda firft broke this filence, by faying, “ One well
* knows who are meant by people of fafbion, though one
~ does not juft know how to defcribe them - they are
* thofe that one generally lives with ; they are people of
““ a certain fort.”—< They certainly are o,” interrupted
Manly ; “but the point is of what fort ? If you ‘mean by
“ people of a certain fort, yourfelf, which s commonly
the meaning of thofe ‘who make ufe of that expreflion,
you are indifputably in the right, as you have all the
qualifications that can, or, at leaft, ought to confti-
tute and adorn a womay of fafbion. But pray, muft al}
women of fafbion have all your accomplifhments ? If fo,
the myriads of them which Thad imagined from what I
heard every day, and every where, will dwindle into a
“ handful” * « Without having thofe accomplifhments
** which you fo partially allow me,” anfwered Belinda,
I fill pretend to be a wwoman of fafbion ; a character
which T cannot thirk requires an uncommon fhare of
¢ talents to merit.” “‘That is the very point,” replied
Manly, “ which T want to come at; and therefore give
“ me leave to queftion you ‘a little more particularly.
“ You have fome advantages, which ‘even your modefty
* will not allow you to difclaim, ‘fuch as your birth and
“ fortune = do they conftitute you a woman of fafbion 2+
As Belinda was going to anfwer, Bellair pertly interpofed,
and faid, *Neither, to be fure, Mr. Manly : if birth con-
¢ ftituted fafbion, we muft look for it in that ineftimable
*“ treafure of ufeful knowledge, ‘the peerage of England ;
* orif wealth, we thould find the very beft at the Bank,
““and at Garraway’s.” « Well then, Bellair,” faid Marly,
' ' “ fince
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¢ fince you have taken upon you to be Belinda’s {ponfor,
“ let me afk you two or three queftions, which You can
¢ more properly anfwer than fhe could. Is it her beauty
““ By no means neither,” replied Bellair; “ for at that
¢ rate, there might perhaps be a woman of fafbion with a
£ gold chain about her neck in the city, or, with a fat
¢ amber necklace in the country; prodigies, as yet un-
¢ heard of and unfeen.” * Is it then her wit and good-
‘¢ breeding?” continued Manly. * Each contributes,” an-
¢ {wered Bellair, ” but both would not be {ufficient, with-
“ out a certain je ne fais quor, a {omething or other that I
¢ feel better than I can explain.”

Here Dorimant, who had fat all this time filent, but
looked mifchievous, faid, ““ I could fay fomething—
LAY and fomething very impertinent, according to cuf-
¢ tom,” anf{wered Belinda; *“ fo hold your tongue,
e Iuharge you.” “ You are ﬁngularl) charitable, Belin-
““ da,” replied Dorimant, *“ in being fo fure that I was
¢ going to be 1mpertment only becaufe I was going to
“ fpeak. Why this fufpicion of me?” “ Why! becaufe
¢ I know youto be an odious, abominable creature, up-
“ on all fubjeéts of thiskind.” This amicable quarrel was
put an end to by Harriet, who, on a fudden, and with
her ufual vivacity, cried out « T am fure I have it now,
““ and cantell you exallly “ what people of fafhion are:
¢ they are juft the reverfe of your odd people.” ¢ Very
‘“ poffible, madam,” anfwered Manly, ¢ and therefore I
‘¢ could wifh that you would give yourfelf the trouble of de-
““ fining odd people, and fo, by the rule of contraries, help
“ usto a true notion of people of fafbion.” * Ay, thatl
¢ can very eafily do,” faid Harriet. * In the firft place,
““ your odd people are thofe that one never lets in, unlefs
¢ one isat home to the whole town.” ““A little more parti-
“ cular, dear Harriet,” interrupted Manly. ¢ So Iwill,”
{ard. Hamet, “ for I hate them all, There are feveral
“ forts of them. Your prudes, for inftance, who refpect and
“ value themfelves upon the unblemifhed purity of their
¢ characters; whorailat the indecency of the times, cenfure
¢ the moft innocent freedoms, and f{ufpet the Lord knows
¢ what, if they do but obferve a clofe and familiar whif-
¢ per between a2 man and a woman, in a remote corner
¢ of the room. There are befides a fober, formal, fort

“ of married women, infipid creatures, who lead’ do-
= ¢ meftic
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meftic lives, and who can be merry, as they think at
home, with their own and their hufbands relations, par=
ticularly at Chriftmas. - Iike turtles they are true and
tender to their lawful mates, and breed like rabbets, to
beggar and perpetuate theiy families, thefe are Very odd
women, to be fure; but deliver me from your fevere and
‘ auguft dowagets, who are the fcourges of people of
* fafbion, by infefting all public Places, in order to make
their fpiteful remarks. One meets them every where,
and they feem to have the fecret of multiplying them-
lelves into ten different Places atonce.  Thejr poor hor-
fes, like thofc of the fun, go round the world every day,
baiting only at eleven in the morning, and fix in the
cvening, at their parith churches. They fpeak as moy-
ingly of their poor late lords, as if they had ever cared
or one another; and, to do .them honor, repeat
fome of the many filly things they ufed to fay. Laftly,
there are your maiden ladjes of riper years, orphans
* of diftin@tion, who live together by twos and threes,
** who club their Stocks for a neat little houfe, 2 Jight-
*“ bodied coach, and a foot-boy— < And,” added
Bellair, “quarrel every day about the dividend » “True,”
faid Harriet, <« they are not the (weeteft tempered crea-
* tures in the world ; but afterall, one muft forgive them
fome malignity, in confideration of their difappoint-
“ ments, Well, haveI now defcribed odd people to your
“ fatisfaction »» « Admirably,” anfwered Manly; ¢ and
well, thatone can, to a great degree at leaft, ; udge of
their antipodes, /2 People of fafbion. But ftil] there feems
fomething wantng: for.the prefent account, by the rule
of contraries, ftandg only thus ;. that women of fafbion
muft not care for their hutbands, muft not go to church,
and muft not have unblemifhed; or at leaft unfuifpected,
feputations, Now though all thefe are VEry commen-
dable qualifications, it muft be owned, they are but
nNegative ones, and confequently there mugt be {fome po-
litive ones neceflary to compleat (o amiablea charaéer.”

Was going to add,” interrupted Harriet, ¢ which by
2 the way, was more than Iengagq&d for, rhat. people of
5 Jafbion were properly thofe who fet the faﬂnons, and

who gave the tope of drefs, langunage, manners, and
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“ or did they ufurp it ? for, by the nature of that power,
¢ it does not feem to me to admit of a fucceffion by he-
“ reditary and divine right.” ¢ Were lallowed to fpeak,”
faid Dorimant, * perhaps I could both fhorten and clear
“ up this cafe. But I dare not, unlefs Belinda, to whom
¢ profefs implicit obedience, gives me leave.” “ Even let
“ him fpeak, Belinda,” faid Harriet; “I know he ~wll
¢« abufe us, but we are ufed to him.” “'Well, fay your fay
then,” faid Belinda. ¢ See what an impertinent fneer he
“ has already.” Upon this Dorimant, addrefling himfelf
more patrticularly to Belinda, and {miling faid,

¢ Then think
¢ That he, who thus commanded dares to fpeak,
¢« Unlefs commanded, would have died in filence.”’

“_Q, your fervant, fir,” faid Belinda; “ that fit of humility
< will, I am fure, notlaft long ; but however goon.” “I1
“ will, to anfwer Manly’s queftion,” faid Dorimant,
“ which, by the way, has fomething the air of a catechifm.
« YWho made thefe people of fafbion 2 I give this fhort and
¢ plain anfwer ; they made one another. The men,
“ by their attentions and credit, made the women of fa/b-
“ jons and the women by their fuppofed or real favours,
“ make the men fuch. They are mutually neceffary to
“ each other.,” ¢ Impertinent enough of all confcience,”
faid Belinda. * So, without the affiftance of you fafhio-
¢ nable men, what fhould we poor women be #” ¢ Why
¢ faith,” replied Dorimant, * but odd women, 1 doubt, as
¢ we fhould be but odd fellows without your friendly aid
¢ tofathion us. In one word, a frequent and reciprocal
¢ collifion of the two fexes is abfolutely neceflary, to give
¢ one that high polifh, which is properly called fa/bron.”
“ My, Dorimant has, L.own,” faid Manly, * opened
¢ new and important matter; and my fcattered and con-
¢ fufed notions feem now to take fome form, and tend to
< g point. But as examples always beft clear up abftrufe
¢ matters, let us now propofe fome examples of both
< forts, and take the opinions of the company upon them.
¢« For inftance, I will offer one to your:confideration. Is
¢ Berynthia a woman of fafbion or not ?’ The whole com-
pany readily, ‘and almoft atonce, anfwered, “ Doubt-
¢ lefs the 1. *That may be,” faid Manly,  but

' ¢ why!
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why ? For fhe has neither birth nor fortune, and but
{mall remains of beauty.” “ All that is true, I confefs,”
“ faid Belinda;  but fhe is well dreft, well bred, good
humored, and always ready to go with one any where.”
Might I prefume,” (aid Dorimant, “ to add a title,
and perhaps the beft, to her claims of Jafbion, T fhould
“ fay that the was of Belville’s creation, who is the very
“ fountain of honor of that fort. He dignified her by his
addreffes; and thofe who have the good fortune to
fhare his reputation’’—s Have,” faid Belinda with fome
warmth, “ the misfortune to lofe their own.” < I told
*“ you,” turning to Harriet, ¢ what would happen if we
allowed him to fpeak : and juft fo it happened ; for the
gentleman has almoft in plain terms afferted, that a wo-
Man cannot be a woman of Jafbion till fhe has loft her
“ reputation.” ¢ Fye, Belinda, how you wrong me !”*
teplied  Dorimant, « o her reputation! * Such z
* thought never entered into my head; Ionly meant mif.
“laid it, With a very little care the will find it again.”
*“ There you are'in the right,” faid Bellair; “ for it s

(14 ; : :
moft certain that the reputation of a woman of Jafbion
* thould not be too muddy.” < True,” replied Dorimant,
“ nor too limpid neither ; it muft not be mere rock water,
_cold and clear; it fhould fparkle a ligtle” < Well,»
faid Harriet, “ now that Berynthia is unanmimoufly voted
“ a woman of fafbion, what think you of Lovejt? Is fhe,
* or is fhe not ope p” < Iffhe is one,” anfwered Dorimant,
Lam very much miftaken if it is not of Mirabel’s cre.
ation.”— By writ, I believe,” faid Bellair, “ for T
faw him give her a letter one night at the opera.” “ Byr
the has other good claims too,” added Dorimant. ¢ Her
fortune, though not large, is €afy; and nobody fears
certain applications from her. Ske has a fmall houfe of
her own; which fhe has fitted up very prettily, and ig
often as Lome, not to crowds indeed, but to people of
the beft fathion, from twenty, occafionally down to
tWo; and let me tell you, that nothing makes a woman
of Loveit’s fort better received abroad, than being often
at home. < Iown,” faid Bellair;  that I looked upon
. her rather as a genteel led-captain, a poftfeript to women
o fafbion.r « Perhaps too fométimes the cover,” anfwer-
id Dorimgne, « and if fo, an equal. You may joke ag
much gg you pleafe upon peor Loveit, but the s the
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“ beft humored creature in the world; and I maintain
“ her to be a woman of fafbion ; for, in fhort, we all roll
“ with her, as the foldiers fay.” * 1 want to know,”
faid Belinda, ¢ what you will determine upon a character
“ very different from the two laft, I mean lady Lovelefs:
¢ 1s fhe a woman of fafbion?” ¢ Dear Belinda,” anfwered
Harriet haftily, ¢ how could fhe poflibly come -into your
¢ head?” “ Very naturally,” faid Belinda; * fhe has
birth, beauty, and fortune; fhe is well bred.” *“ I
“ own it,” faid Harriet; ¢ but ftill fhe is handfome
“ without meaning, well fhaped without air, genteel
without graces, and well dreft without tafte. She is
fuch an infipid creature, fhe feldom comes about, but
lives at home with her lord, and fo domeftically tame,
that {he eats out of his hand, and teaches her young
ones to peck out of her own. 0Odd, very odd, take my
word for it.” ¢ Ay, mere rock water,” {aid Dorimant,
and, as I told you an hour ago, that will not do.”
No, moft certainly,” added Bellair, “ all that referve,
fimplicity, and coldnefs, can never do. It feems to me
rather that the true compofition of people of fafbion, like
that of Venice treacle, confifts of an infinite number of
fine ingredients, but all of the warm kind.” ¢ "Truce
with your filthy treacle,” faid Harriet; “ and fince the
converfation has hithérto chiefly turned upon us poor
women, I think we have a right to infift upon the defi-
nition of you #en of fafbion.” ** No doubt of it,” faid
Dorimant ; ¢ pothing 1s 'more juit, and nothing more
* eafy. Allowing fome {mall difference for modes and
¢ habits, the men and the women of fafbion are in truth the
¢ counterparts of each other: they ' fit like tallies, are
¢¢ made of the fame wood, and are cut out for one another.”

As Dorimant was going on, probably to illuftrate his
affertion, a valet de chambre proclaimed in a {olemn man-
ner the arrival of the dutchefs dowager of Mattadore and
her three daughters, who were immediately followed by
lord Formal, fir Peter Plaufible, and divers others of both
fexes, and of equal importance. ‘The lady of the houfe,
with infinite fkill and indefatigable pains, foon peopled the
feveral card-tables, with the greateft propriety, and t0
univerfal fatisfaction; and the night concluded with {lams,
honors, beft-games, pairs, pair-royals, and all other fucl
rational demonitrations of joy. =
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For my own part, I made my efcape as foon as I pofii-
bly could, with my head full of the moft extraordinary
converfation, which I had juft heard, and which from hav-
ing takenno part in it, I had attended to the more, and
retained the better. I went ftraight Lome, and imm >diately
reduced it into writing, as I here offer it for the prefent edi-
fication of my readers. But, as it has furnithed me with
great and new lights, I propofe, as foon as pofiible, ta
givethe public a new and complete {yftem of ethics, found-
ed upon thefe principles of people of fafbion; as,in my opi-
aion, they are bettercalculated than many others, for the
ufe and inftruction of all private families.

XLIHI

TeH-E WO D

THorspaY, Aug. 12, 1756. N® 18q.

E areaccufed by the French, and perhaps but too

Juftly, of having no word in our language,

which an{wers to their word police, which therefore we

have been obliged to adopt, not having, as they fay, the
thing.

It does not occur to me that we have any one word in
our langunage, T hope not from the fame rea{on, to exprefs
the ideas which they comprehend under their word les
maurs.  Manners are too little, morals too much. I fhould
define it thus; « general exterior decency, fitnefs, and pro-
priety of condull, inthe common mtercour [z of life.

Cicero in his Offices, makes ufe of the word decorum in
this fenfe, to exprefs what the Greeks fignified by their
word (I will not fhock the eyes of my polite readers with
Greek types) 1o prepon.

The thing however is unqueftionably of importance,
by whatever word it may be dignified or degraded, dif2
tinguifhed or miftaken ; it fhall therefore be the fubjeét

2F
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of thispaper to explain and recommend it ; and upon this
occafion I fhall adopt the word decorum.

But, as T have fome private reafons for defiring not to
leflen the fale of thefe my lucubrations, I muft premife,
that, notwithftanding this ferious introduétion, I am not
going to préach either religious or moral duties. On the
contrary, it is a fcheme of intereft which I mean to com-
municate, and which, if the fuppofed charateriftic of the
prefent age be true, muft, Ifhould apprehend, be highly
acceptable to the generality of my readers.

I takeit for granted that the moft fenfible and informed
part of mankind, I mean people of fathion, purfue fingly
their own interefts and pleafures; that they defire as far as
poflible to enjoy them exclufively, and to avail themfelves
of the fimplicity, the ignorance, and the prejudices, of the
vulgar, who have neither the fame ftrength of mind, nor
the fame advantages of education. Now it is certain that
nothing would more contribute to that defirable end, than
a ftrict obfervance of this decorum, which, as I have alrea-
dy hinted, does not extend to religious or moral duties,
does not prohibit the enjoyments of vice, but only throws a
veil of decency between it and the vulgar, conceals part
of its native deformity, and prevents fcandal and bad ex-
ample. It is a fort of pepper-corn quit-rent paid to vir-
tue, as an acknowledgment of its fuperiority ; but accord-
ing to our prefent conftitution, is the eafy price of freedom,
not the tribute of vaffalage, -

Thofe who would be refpeéted by others, muft firft re-
{pect themfelves. A certain exterior purity, and dignity
of charatter, commands refpect, procures credit, and in-
vites cenfidence ; but the public exercife and oftentation
of vice hasall the contrary effects.

The middle clafsof people in this country, though gene-
rally ftramning to imitate their betters, have not yet {haken
off the prejudicesof their education ; very many of them ftill
believein a fupreme being, in a future ftate of rewards and
punithments, and retain fome coarfe, home-{pun notions of
moral good and evil. The rational {yftem of materialifm
has not yet reached them, and, in my opinion, 1t may
be full as well it never fhould; for, as I am not ?f

' level-
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fevelling principles, I am for preferving a due fubordina-
tion from inferiors to fuperiors, ‘which an equality of pro-
fligacy muft totally deftroy.

A fair charaCter is 2 more lucrative thing than people
are generally aware of; and I am informed that an em.
nent money-ferivener has lately calcunlated with great ac-
curacy the advantage of it, and that it has turned out a
clear profit of thirteen and a” half per cent in the peneral
tranfactions of life ; which advantage, frequently repeated,
as it muft be in the courfe of the year, amounts to a very
confiderable obje¢t.

To proceed toa few inftances. If the courtier would
but wear the appearance of truth, promife lefs, and per-
form more, he would acquire f{uch a degree of truft and
confidence, as would enable him to ftrike op 2 fudden, and'
with fuccefs, fome fplendid ftroke of erfidy, to the infi-
nite advantage of himfelf and his party.

A patriot, of all people, fhould be a fri& obferver of
this decorum, if he would, asitisto be prefumed he would,
bear a good price at the court market. The love of his dear
country, well acted and little felt, wili certainly get him
into good keeping, and perhaps procure him a~ handfome
fettlement for life; but, if his proftitution be flagrant, he
isonly made ufe of in cafes of the utmoft neceflity, and
cven then only by cullies. I muft obferve by the bye,
that of late the magrket has been a lirtle glutted with pa-
triots, and confequently they do not fell quite fo well.,

Few mafters of families are, I fhould prefume, defirous
to be robbed indifcriminately by all their fervants; and as
fervants in general are more afraid of the devil, and lefs of
the gallows, than their matfters, it feems to be as Impru-
dent as indecent to remove that wholfome fear, either by
their examples, or their philofophical differtations, explod-
ing in their prefence, though ever fo juftly, all the idle
notions of future punifhments, or of moral good and evil,
At prefent, honeft faithful fervants rob their mafters con-
{cientioufly only in their refpaétive ftations: but takeaway
thofe checks and reftraints which the prejudices of their
education have laid them under, they will {oon rob indif-
ciminately, and out of their {everal departments; which
would probably create fome little confufion in families,
€ipecially in numerous ones.

' I ca
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I cannot omit obferving, that this decorum extends to
the little trifling offices of commen life; fuch as feeming
to take a tender and affectionate part, in the health or for-
tune of your acquaintance, and a readinefs and alacrity to
ferve them, in things of little confequence to them, and of
none at all to you. Thefe attentions bring in good intereft ;
the weak and the ignorant miftake them for the real fenti-
ments of your heart, and give you theirefteern and friendthip
in retwrn.  The wife, indeed, pay you in your own coin,
or by a truck of commodities of equal value, upon which,
however, there is no lofs; fo that, upon the whole, this
commerce, fkilfully carried on, is a very lucrative one.

Inall my fchemes for the general good of mankind, I
have always a particular attention to the utility that may
arife from them to my fair fellow-fubjeéts, for whom I
have the tendereft and moft unfeigned concern; and I lay
hold of this opportunity, moft earneftly to recommend to
them the ftriteft obfervance of this decorum. I will admit
that a fine woman of a certain rank cannot have too many
real vices; but, atthe fame time, I do infift upon it, that
it is efentially her intereft, not to have the appearance of
any one. ‘This decorum, I confefs, will conceal her con-
quefts, and prevent her triumphs ; but, on the other hand,
if fhe will be pleafed to reflect that thofe conquefts are
known, fooner or later, always to end in her total defeat,
fhe will not upon an average find herfelf a lofer. There
are indeed fome hufbands of fuch humane and hofpitable
difpofitions, that they feem determined to fhare all their
happinefs with their friends and acquaintance; fo that,
with regard to fuch hufbands, fingly, this decorum were
ufelefs : but the far greater number are of a churlifh and
uncommunicative difpofition, troublefome upon bare fuf-
picions, and brutal upon proofs. Thefe are capable of
inflicting upon the fair delinquent the pains and penalties
of exile and imprifonment at the dreadful manfion-feat,
notwithftanding the moft folemn proteftations and caths,
backed with the moft moving tears, that nothing really
criminal has paffed. But it muft be owned that, of all
negatives, that is much the hardeft to be proved.

Though deep play be a very innocent and even com-
mendable amufement in itfelf, itis however, as things are
yet conftituted, a great breach, nay perhaps the higheft

violation
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violation poffible, of the decorum in the fair fex. If gene-
rally fortunate, it induces fome fufpicion of dexterity; if
unfortunate, of debt; and in this latter cafe, the waysand
means for raifing the fupplies neceflary for the current
year, are {fometimes fuppofed-to be unwarrantable. By
what is ftill much more important, is, that the agonies of
an ill run will disfigure the fineft face in- the world, and
caufe moft ungraceful emotions, [ have known a bad
game, fuddenly produced upon a good game, for a deep
ftake at bragg or commerce, almoft make the vermillion
turn pale, and elicit from lips, where the fiweets of Hybla
dwelt, and where the loves and graces played, fome muyr-
mured oaths, which, though minced and mitigated a little
in their terminations, feemed to Me, upon the whole, tg
be rather unbecoming,

Another fingular ad vantage, which will arife to my fair
countrywomen of diftinction from the obfervance of this
decorum, is, that they will never want fome creditable led-
captain to attend them at a minute’s warning to operas,
plays, Ranelagh, and Vauxhall; whereas I have known
lome women of extreme condition, who, by neglecting
the decorum, had flatterned away their characters to fuch a
degree, as to be obliged upon thofe emergencies to take
up with mere toad-eaters of very equivocal rank and cha.-
ratter, who by no means graced their entry into public
places.

To the young unmarried ladies, T beg leave to reprefent,
that this decorum will make 4 difference of at leaft five-and-
twenty if not fifty per cens. in their fortunes. The pretty
men, who have commonly the honor of attending them,
are mot in general the marrying kind of men ; they love
them too much, or too little, know them too well, or not
well enough, to think of marrying them. The hufband-
like men are a fet of aukward fellows with good eftates,
and who, not having got the better of vulgar prejudices,
lay fome ftrefs upon the characters of thejr wives, and. the
legitimacy of the heirs to their eftates and titjes. Thefe
e to be caught only by es moeurs; the hook muft be
baited with the decorum:; the naked one will not do.

I muft own that it feems too fevere to deny young la-
dies the innocent amufements of the prefent times, but |
beg of them to recollect that I mean only with regard to
Putward appearances; and I fhoyld prefume that fese-g-
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zetes with the pretty men might be contrived and
brought about in places lefs public than Kenfington-gar-
dens, the two parks, the high roads, or the ftreets of
London,

Having thus combined, as I flatter myfelf that I have,
the folid enjoyment of vice, with the ufeful appearances
of virtue, ‘T think myfelf entitled to the thanks of my
country in general, and to that juft praife which Horace
gives to the author, gus mifeuir wutile dulci, or in Englifh,
who joins the ufeful with the agreeable,

XLIV.
T-HE-W-O-R D)

THURSDAY, Sept. 30, 1756. N° 1g6.
T is a vulgarnotion, and worthy of the vulgar, for it
I is both falfe and abfurd, that paflionate people are the
beft-natured people in the world. They are « lirtle bafly,
it is truey a trifle will put them in a fury, and while they are
in that fury, they neither know nor care what they fay or do:
but then as foon as 1t is over, they are extremely forry and
penitent for any injury or mifchicf they did. ‘This pane-
gyric of thefe choleric good-natured people, when exa-
mined and fimplified, amounts in plain common fenfe
and Englith to this: that they are good-natured when
they are not ill-natured; and that when, in their fits
of rage, they have faid or done things that have brought
them to the gaol or the gallows, they are extremely f{orry
for it. It is indeed highly probable that they are; but
where is the reparation to thofe whofe reputations, limbs,
or lives, they have either wounded or deftroyed? This
concern comes too late, and is only for themfelves.
Self-love was the caufe of the injury, and is the only mo-
tive of the repentance.
Had thefe furious people real good nature, their firft of-

fence would be their laft,and they would refolve at all events
never
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never to relapfe. ‘The moment they felt their choler rif
ing, they would enjoin themfelves an abfolute filence and
maction, and by that fudden check rather ex pofe themfelves
to a momentary ridicule, which, by the way, would be
followed by univerfal applaufe, than run the leaft rifk of
being irreparably mifchievous.

I know it is faid intheir behalf, that this impulfe to
wrath is conftitutionally {o fudden and fo ftrong, that they
cannot ftifle it, even in its birth : but experience fhews us,
that this allegation is notorioufly falfe ; for we daily ob-
ferve that thefe ftormy perfons both can and do lay thofe
gufts of paflion, when awed by refpect, reftrained by in-
tereft, or intimidated by fear. ‘The moft outrageous fu-
riofo does not give a loofe to his anger in prefence of his
fovereign, or his miftrefs ; nor the expectant heir in pre-
fence of the peevith dotard from whom he hopss for an
inheritance. The foliciting courtier, though perhaps un-
der the ftrongeft provocations from unjuft delays and
broken promifes, calmly fwallows his unavailing wrath,
difguifes it even under {miles, and gently waits for more
favourable moments : nor does the criminal fly in a paffion
at his judge or jury.

There 15 then but one folid excufe to be alledged in fa-
vour of thefe people; and, if they will frankly urge it, I
will candidly admit it, becaufe it points out its own re-
medy. I mean, let them fairly confefs themfelves mad,
as they moft unqueftionably are : for what plea can thofe
that are frantic ten timesa day, bring againft fhaving,
bleeding, and a dark room, when fo many much more
harmlefs madmen are confined in their cells at Bedlam,
for being mad only once in a moon ? Nay, I have been
affured by the late ingenious doctor Monro, that fuch of
his patients v-ho are really of a good-natured difpofition,
and who, in their lucid intervals, were allowed the liberty
of walking about the hofpital, would frequently, when
they found the previous {ymptoms of their returning mad-
nefs, voluntarily apply for confinement, confcious of the
mifchief which ™ they ‘might poflibly do if at liberty. If
thofe who pretend not to be mad, but who really are fo,
had the fame fund of good-nature, they would make the
fame application to their friends, if they have any. .
There
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There is in the Menagiana a very pretty ftory of one of
thefe angry gentlemen, which fcts their extravagancy in a
very ridiculous light.

Two gentlemen were riding together, one of whom,
who was a choleric one, happened to be mounted on a
high-mettled horfe. The horfe grew a little troublefome,
at which the rider grew very angry, and whipped and
{purred him with great fury; to which the horfe, almoft
as wrongheaded as his mafter, replied with kicking and
plunging. The companion, concerned for the danger,
and athamed of the folly of his friend, faid to bim coolly,
“ Be quiet, be quiet, and thew yourfelf the wifer of the
“ two.”

This fort of madnefs, for I will call it by no other name,
flows from various caufes, of which I fhall now enumerate
the moft general.

Light unballafted heads are very apt to be overfet by
every guft, or even breeze, of paflion; they appretiate
things wrong, and think every thing of importance, but
what really is {fo : hence thofe frequent and {udden tranfi-
tions from {illy joy to fillier anger, according as the pre-
fent filly humour is gratified or thwarted. ‘Thisis the ne-
ver-failing charateriftic of the uneducated vulgar, who of-
ten in the fame half-hour fight with fury, and fhake hands
with affe¢tion. Such heads give themfelves no time to
reafon ; and, if you attempt to reafon with them, they
think you rally them, and refent the affront. They are,
in fhort, overgrown children, and continue fo in the moft
advanced age. Far be it from me to infinuate, what fome
ill.bred authors have bluntly afferted, that this is in gene-
ra] the cafe of the faireft part of our fpecies, whofe great
vivacity does not always allow them time to reafon confe-
quantially, but hurrjes them into teftine(s ypon the leaft
oppofition to their will. But, at the fame time, with all
the partiality which I have for them, and nobody can have
more than I have, I muft confefs that, in all their debates,
I have much more admired the copioufnefs of their rheto-
ric, than the conclufivenefs of their logic.

People of ftrong animal {pirits, warm conftitutions, and
a cold genius, a moft unfortunate and ridiculous though
common compound, are moft irafcible animals, and very
dangerous in their wrath. They are altive, puzzling,

blundering,
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blundering, and petulantly enterprizing and perfevering.
They are impatient of the leaft contradiction, having nei-
ther arguments nor words to reply with; and the animal

part of their compofition burfts out into furious explofionsg

which have often mifchievous confequences. Nothing is too
outrageous or criminal for them to fay or do in thefe fits -
but, as the beginning of their frenzy 1s eafily difcoverable,
by their glaring eyes, inflamed countenances, and rapid
motions, the company, as confervators of the peace, which
by the way, every man is till the authority of a magiftrate
can be procured, fhould forcibly feize thefe madmen, and
confine them in the mean time, in fome dark clofet, vaulr,
or coal-hole.

Men of nice honor, without one grain of common ho-
nefty, for fuch there are, are wonderfully combuftible.
The honorable is to fupport and protect the dithoneft part
of their character. The confcioufnefs of their guilt makes
them both fore and jealous,

There is another and very irafcible fort of human ani-
mals, whofe madnefs proceeds from pride. ~ Thefe are ge-
nerally the people, who, having juft fortunes fufficient to
live idle, and ufelefs to fociety, create themfelves gentle-
men, and are fcrupuloufly tender of the fank and dignity
which they have not. They require the more refpect,
from being confcious that they have no right to any.
They conftrue every thing into a flight, afk explanations
with heat, and mifunderftand them with fury.  “ Who
“ are you ? What are you? Do you know who you {peak
to? I will teach you to be filent to a gentleman,” are
their daily idioms of {peech, which frequently end in af-
fault and battery, to the great emolument of the Round-
houfe and Crown-office.

I have known many young fellows, who, at their firft
fetting out into the world, orin the army, have fimulated
a paflion which they did not feel, merely as an indication
of /pirit, which word is falfely looked upon as f ynonymous
with courage. They drefs and look fierce, {wear enor-
moufly, and rage furioufly, feduced by that popular word,
Joirit. But 1 beg leave to inform thefe miftaken young
gentlemen, whofe error I compaflionate, that the true
[pirit of a rational being confifls in cool and fteady refo-
lution, which can only be the refult of refletion and vir-
tue.

¢
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I am very forry to be obliged to own, that there is not
a more irritable part of the fpecies, than my brother au-
thors. Criticifm, cenfure, or even the flighteft difappro-
bation of their immortal works, excite their moft furious
indignation. It is true, indeed, that they exprefs their
refentment in a manner lefs dangerous both to others and
to themfelves. Like incenfed porcupines, they dart their
quills at the objects of their wrath. The wounds given
by thefe fhafts are not mortal, and only painful in propor-
tion to the diftance from whence they fly. Thofc which
are dilcharged, as by much the greateft numbers are, from
great heights, fuch as garrets or four-pair-of-ftair rooms,
are puffed away by the wind, and never hit the mark;
but thofe which are let off from a firft or fecond floor, are
apt to occafion a little {marting, and fometimes feftering,
efpecially if the party wounded be unfound.

Our GREAT cREATOR has wifely given us paffions, to
rouze us into action, and to engage our gratitude to him
by the pleafures they procure us; but, at the fame time, he
has kindly given us reafon fufficient, if we will but give that
reafon fair play, to controul thofe paffions; and has dele-
gated authority to fay to them, as he faid to the waters,
¢ thus far fhall ye go, and no farther.” The angry man
1s his own fevereft tormentor ; his breaft knows no peace,
while his raging paflions are reftrained by no fenfe of either
religious or moral duties. What would be his cafe, if his
unforgiving example, if I may ufe fuch an expreffion,
were followed by his ALn MErcirurL Maker, whofe
forgivenefs he can only hope for, in proportion as he him-
felf forgives and loves his fellow-creatures !

XLV.
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F we give credit to the vulgar opinion, or even to the
I aflertions of fome reputable authors, both antient and
modern, poor human nature was not originally formed for
keeping : every age has degenerated ; and, from the fall of
the firft man, my unfortunate anceftor, our fpecies has
been tumbling on, century by century, from bad to worfe,
for about fix thoufand years.

Confidering this progreflive ftate of deterioration, it isa
very great mercy that things are no worfe with us at pre=
fent; fince, geometrically {peaking, the human ought by
this time to have funk infinitely below the brute and the ve-
getable {pecies, which are neither of them fuppofed to have
dwindled or degenerated confiderably, except in a very
few inftances: for it muft be owned that our modern
oaks are inferior to thofe of Dodona, our breed of horfes
to that of the Centaurs, and our breed of fowls to that of
the Pheenixes,

But is this really the cafe ? Certainly not. Itisonly one
of thofe many errors which are artfully fcattered by the de-
ligns of a few, and blindly adopted by the ignorance and
folly of the many. The moving exclamations of — t4¢/z
Jad times ! thi degenerate age! the affefting lamentations
OVer declining virtue and triumphant vice, and the tender
and final farewell bidden every day to unrewarded and
difcouraged public {pirit, arts, and {ciences, are the com-
mon-place topics of the pride, the envy, and the maligni-
ty, of the human heart, that can more eafily forgive, and
tven commend, antiquated and remote, than bear cotem-
porary and contiguous, merit. Men of thefe mean fenti-
ments have always been the fatirifts of their own, and the
panegyrifts of former times, They give this tone, which
ools, like birds in the dark, catch by air, and whittle all

ay long,
As
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As it has conftantly been my endeavour to root out,
if I could, or, if I could not, to expofe, the vices of
the human heart, it fhall be the object of this day’s paper
to examine this ftrange inverted entail of virtue and merit
upwards, according to priority of birth, and feniority of
age. I fhall prove it to be forged, and confequently null
and void to all intents and purpofes whatfoever,

If Iloved tojingle, T would fay that human nature has
always been invariably the fame, theugh always varying ;
that is, the fame in fubftarce, but varying in forms and
modes, from many concurrent caufes, of which perhaps
we know but few. Climate, education, accidents, feve-
rally contribute to change thofe modes ; but in all climates,
and in all ages, we difcover through them the fame paf-
fions, affections, and appetites, and the fame degree of
virtues and vices.

This being unqueftionably the true ftate of the cafe,
which it would be endlefs to bring inftances to prove, from
the hiftories of all times and of all nations, I fhall, by way
of warning to the incautious, and of reproof to the defign-
ing, proceed to explain the reafons, which I have but juft
hinted at above, why the human nature of the time be-
ing, has always been reckoned the worft and moft dege-
nerate,

Authors, efpecially poets, though great men, are, alas!
but men; and, like other men, fubjet to the weaknefles
of human nature, though perhaps in a lefs degree: but it
is however certain that their breafts are not abfolutely ftran-
gers to the paffions of jealoufy, pride, and envy. ~Hence
it is that they are very apt to meafure merit by the century,
to love dead authors better than living ones, and to love
them the better, the longer they have been dead. ‘The
Auguftan age is. therefore their favourite era, being at
leaft feventeen hundred years diftant from the prefent.
“F'hat emperor was not only a judge of wit, but, foran em-
peror, a tolerable performer too; and Meacenas, his firft
minifter, was both a patron and a poet ; he not only en-
couraged and protected, but fed and fattened men of wit
at his own table, as appears from Horace: no fmall en-
couragement for panegyric. Thofe were times indeed for
genius to difplay itfelf in ! It was honoured, tafted, and
rewarded. But now Q tempora! O mores! One muit

however
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However do juftice to the authors, who thus declajm
againft their own times, by acknowledging that they are
feldom the aggreflors; their own times have commonly
begun with them. It is their refentment, not theirjudg--
ment, if they have any, that {peaks this language. An-
get and defpair make them endeavour to lower that me-
rit, which, till brought very low indeed, they are confci-
ous they cannot equal.

‘There is another and more numerous fet of much great-
er men, who ftill more loudly complain of the ignorance,
the corruption, and the degeneracy, of the prefent age.
Thefe are the confummate volunteer, but unregarded and
unrewarded politicians, who, at a modeft computation,
amount to at leaft three millions of fouls in this political
country, and who are all of them both able and willing
to fteer the great veflel of the ftate, and to take upon
themfelves the whole load of bufinefs, and burthen of
employments, for the fervice of their dear country, ‘The
adminiftration for the time being is always the worft, the
moft incapable, the moft corrupt, that ever was, and ne-
gligent of every# thing but their own intereft. I here are
now your Cecils and your Walfinghams 2 "Thofe who afk that
queftion could anfwer it, if they would {peak out, Zhem-
Jelves : for they are all that, and more too.

I ftept the other day, in order only to inquire how my
poor country did, into a coffee-houfe, that is without djf
pute the feat of the foundeft politicsin this great metropo-
lis, and fat myfelf down within ear-fhot of the principal
council-table. = Fortunately for me, the prefident, a per-
fon of age, dignity, and becoming gravity, had juft be-
gun to fpeak. He ftated, with infinite perfpicuity and
knowledge, the prefent ftate of affairs in other countries,
and the lamentable fituation of our own. He traced with
his finger upon the table, by the help of fome coffee which
he had fpilt in the warmth of his exordium, the whole
courfe of the Ohio, and the boundaries of the Ruffian,
Pruffian, Auftrian, and Saxon dominions; forefaw a long
and bloody war upon the continent, calculated the fupplies
neceflary for cartying it on, and pointed out the beft me-
thods of raifing them, which, for that very reafon, he in-
timated, would not be purfued. He wound up his dif-
Courfe with a moft pathetic peroration, which he con-

Vou. II. £): cluded
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cluded with {aying, Things were not carried on in this man-
ner 1n queen Elizabeth’s days ; the public was confidered, and
able men were rmy’uhr:d and employed. Thofe were days!
““ Aye, fir, and nights to, I prefume,” faid a young fel-
low who ftood near I"Lxm “ fome longer and {ome fhorter,
4 auormnn to the variation of the feafons; pretty much
¢ like ours.” Mr. Prefident was a little fulpnzed at the fud-
denncfs and pCltI](; s of this interruption; but, recompol-
ing himfelf, anfwered with that ceol contempt that be-
comes a great manm, * Idid not mean aftronomiecal days,
“ but putmml ones.” ‘The young fellow replied, “ O
“ then, fir, I am your fervant,” and went off in a langh.
Thus informed and edified, I went off too, but could
not help refleting in my way upon the fingular ill-luck of
this my dear country, which, as long as ever I remem-
ber it, and as far back as I have read, has always been
governed by the only two or three people out of two or
three millions, totally incapable of governing, and wunfit
to be trufted. But thefe refleftions were {oon interrupted
by numbers of people, whom I obferved crowding into a
public houfe. Among them I difcoveredmy worthy friend
and taylor, that induftrious mechanic, Mr. Regnier.
I applied to him to know the meaning of ‘that concourfe .
to which, with his ufual humanity, he anfwered, - % We
‘ are the mafter taylors, who are to meet to-night te cen-
‘“ fider what is to be done about our journeymen, who in-
“ fultand impofe upon us, to the great detriment of trade.”
[ afked him whether, under his protection, I might flip in
and hear their deliberations. He faid, “ Yes and wel-
“ come; for that they fhould do r‘othmq to be athamed
“-of” lpiomed of this permiffion, and, following him in-
to the room, found a confiderable mlmber of thefe inge-
nious artifts affembled, and waiting only for the arrival of
my friend, who it feems was too confiderable for bufinefs
to bcgin without him. He accordingly « took the lead,
opened the meeting with a very hand{ome fpeech, in which
he gave many inftances of the infolence, the unreafona-
blenefs, and the exorbitant demands, of the journeymen
taylors, and concluded with obferving, ¢ that, if the go-
“ vernment minded any thing now-a-days but thc,mielves
¢ (uch abufes would not have been fu mu.d and had they

‘¢ been but attempted in queen Elizabeth’s dqys the would
¥ have




g Iy gy £

- PR Ay e e 2 i i
A e g bl e % e e i e L I

MISCELLANEOUS PIECES, XLV, 227

“ have worked them with a witnefs.” Another orator
then rofe up to fpeak ; but, as I was fure that he could
fay nothing better than what had juft fallen from my wor-
thy friend, I ftole off unobferved, and was purfuing my
way home, when in the very next ftreet I difcoverd a
much greater number of people, though by their drefs of
feemingly inferior note, rufhing into another public houfe.
Asnumbers always excite my curiofity, almoft as much
as they do each other’s paflions, I crowded in with them,
in order to difcover the object of this meeting, not with-
out fome fufpicion that this frequent fenate might be
compofed of the journeymen taylors, and convened in op-
pofition to that which I had juft left. My fufpicion was
foon confirmed by the eloquence of a journeyman, a finifh-
er I prefume, who expatiated, with equal warmth and dig-
nity, upon the injuftice and oppreflion of the mafter tay-
lors, to the utter ruin of thoufands of poor journeymen and
their families; and concluded with aflerting, * it was a
“ fhamethat the governmentand the parliamentdid not take
* care of fuch abufes; and that, had the mafter taylors
** done thefe things in queen Elizabeth’s days, fhe would
“ have mafteredthem with a vengeance, {o the would.”

I confefs I could not help {miling at this fingular con-
formity of {fentiments, and almoft of expreflions, of the
mafter politicians, the mafter taylors, and the journeymen
taylors. Iam convinced that the two latter really and ho-
neftly believed what they faid ; it not being inthe leaft
improbable that their underftandings fhould be the dupes
of their interefts: but I will not fo peremptorily anfwer
for the interior conviction of the political orator, though
at the fame time I muft do him the juftice to fay, he feem-
¢d full dull enough to be very much in earneft,

The feveral fcenes of this day fuggefted to me when I
got home various reflections, which perhaps I may com-
municate to my readers in fome future paper.

Q.2 SPEECH
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XLVI.

SPEECH ON "THE LICENSING BTLL:

THE editor, being defirous of giving a fpecimen of
lord Chefterfield’s eloquence, has made choice of the three
following {peeches : the firft 1n the ftrong nervous ftyle
of Dunoﬂ:hem,s the two latter in the witty, ironical
rhanner of [‘uh}'. That he had ftudied with attention
thefe great models, and endeavoured to imitate them,
will not efcape the notice of thofe, who will be at the
trouble of comparing their orations with his. But his
imitation is that of a man of genius and tafte, who im-
proves whatever he touches, not of that herd of retailers
fo juftly diftinguithed by the name of mmitatores, fervile

pecus.
The firft abftract of this 1peuh on the licenfing bill,
appeared in Fog’s Journal, N 5. It was incorrect and

defective, eipﬂually in the part relating to the line of
the poet, ‘applied to Pompey. This gave a handle to the
authors of the Gazetteer, ever on the watch on thefe oc-
cafions, to fall upon' the noble {peaker, and to refer him
to Tully, to whom we owe the fulleft account of this
occurrence, Ep. ad. Atf. 1. 19. Their trrumph was
fhort,. and 'the {peech was publifhed in the Magazines
the very next month, probably not without the earl’s
confent, and thence verbatim in the debates of the houfe
of lords, vol, V. p. 210. The foll ywing abftract from
thefe will be fafficient to give an idea of the {ubject of
the difcourfe. ¢ The 0111} remarkable (occurrence) of
“ this feflion, which remains to be taken notice of,
contained in the proceedings upon the bill, to explain
and amend fo much of an act made in the twelfth year
of the reign of queen Anne, entituled, Az aét for
reducing the laws relating to rogues, vagabonds, ffurdy
beggars, and vagrants, into one act of parliament : and
for the more effeftual punifbing fuch rogues, vagabonds,
Siurdy beggars; and vagrants, and [ending them whither
1hey oz;grbf to be fent, as relates to common players of
nterludes. The bill, which was pafled into a law,
“ and remains ftill in forcc was ordered by the houle
‘¢ of commons to be pr p’lred and brouOht in on Fri-
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day the 20th of May, and was occafioned by a Faree
* called 7be golden rump, which had been brought to
¢ the then mafter * of the theatre in Lincoln’s-inn-fields,
“¢ who, upon perufal, found it was defigned as a libel
“ upon the government, and therefore; inftead of
having it acted, he carried it to a gentleman concerned
in the adminiftration; and he having communicated
it to fome other members of thé houfe of commons,
it was refolved to move for leave to bring in a bill
for preventing any fuch attempt for the future; and
the motion being complied with by that houfe upon
“ the 20th of May, 1739, the bill was brought in on
“ Tuefday the 24th, and paffed through both houfes
with fuch difpatch, that it was ready for the royal af-
“ fent by Wednefday the 8th of June; and according-
¢ ly received the royal affent on Tuefday the 2 ift, when
¢ his majefty put an end to this feflion of parliament,
“ In both houfes there were long debates, and great
oppofition to this bill, in every ftep it made ; and in
the houfe of lords the following is the fubftance of
“ what was faid by the earl of Chefterfield again{t
St viz,
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MY LORDS,

HE bill now before you I apprelend to bz of a very

extraordinary, a very dangerous, nature. It feems
defigned not only as a reftraint on the licentioufnefs of the
ftage ; but it will prove a moft arbitrary reftraint on the
kiberty of the ftage, and I fear, it looks yet further, I fear
it tends towards a reftraint on the liberty of the prefs, which
will be a long ftride towards the deftrucion of liberty itfelf.
It is not only a bill, my lords, of a very extraordinary
nature, but it has been brought in at a very extraordina-
ry f{eafon, and puthed with moft extraordinary difpatch,
When I confidered how near it was to the end of the {eflion,
and how long this feflion had been protracied beyond the
ufual time of the year ; when I confidered that this bill
palled through the other houfe with fo much precipitancy,

* One Mr. Giffard, who had removed thither with a company of
players, from Goodman’s-fields, where he had a theatre, which was
filenced by this very ad,

as
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as even to get the ftart of a bill which deferved all the ref
pect, and all the difpatch, the forms of either houfe of
parliament could admit of;; it fet me upon inquiring,
what could be the reafon for introducing this bill at fo un-
feafonable a time, and preffing it forward in 2 manner fo
very fingular and uncommon. Ihave made all poffible in-
quiry; and as yet I muft confefs, Iam at a lofs to find out
the great occafion. [ have, itis true, learned from com-
mon report without doors, that a moft feditious, a moft
heinous farce had been offered to one of the theatres, a
farce for which the authors ought to be punifhed in the
moft exemplary manner : but what was the confequence ?
The mafter of that theatre behaved as he was in duty
bound, and as common prudence direted: he not only
refufed to bring it upon the ftage, but carried it to a cer-
tain honcurable gentleman in the adminiftration, as the
fureft method of having it abfolutely fupprefled. Could
this be the occafion of introducing fuch an extraordinary
bill, at fuch an extraordinary feafon, and pufhing it in fo
extraordinary a manner? Surely no : — The datiful beha-
viourof the players, the prudent caution they fhewed upon
that occafion, can never be a reafon for fubjecting them to
fuch an arbitrary reftraint : it is an argument in their fa-
vour, and a material one, in my opinion, againft the bill.
Nay farther, if we confider all circumftances, it is to me a
full proof that the laws now in being are fufficiént for pu~
nifhing thofe players who fhall venture to bring any fedi-
tious libel upon the ftage, and confequently fufficient for
deterring all the players from acing any thing that may
have the leaft tendency towards giving a reafonable of-
fence.

I do not, my lords, pretend to be a lawyer, I do not
pretend to know perfectly the power and extent of our
laws; but I have converfed with thofe that do, and by
them I have been told, that our laws are fufficient for pu-
nithing any perfon that fhall dare to reprefent upon the
ftage, what may appear, either by the words, or the re-
prefentation, to be blafphemous,