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I T hath long been a matter of doubt with me,
whether the following undertaking will tend to pro-
mote the benefit of mankind, which ought to be
the object of every writer : for, though it cannot be
denied that hiftory hath been chiefly founded on
the authority of contemporary relations, and au-
thentic memoirs, yet it is no lefs certain, and hath
often been lamented [1], that nothing hath contri-
buted more to render hiftorical truth fufpected,
than difguifed accounts of fats by interefted itatef-
men, and falfe reprefentations of charaters and
motives by prejudiced or mercenary writers.

The improper ufe, however, which hath been
made of fuch materials cannot be urged as a fuffi-
cient reafon for depriving pofterity of the advan-
tages, which may be derived from them, even
though they may be imperfeét, and in fome inftan-
ces fufpicious. It is from the number and variety
of private memoirs, and the collifion of oppofite

teftimonies,
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teftimonies, that the judicious reader is enabled to ;
ftrike out hight, and find his way through that dark-

nefs and confufion, in which he is at firft involved.

Who cannot but regret that neither the Cato nor

the Anti-Cato have been tramfmitted to us? Who

doth not wifh that Cafar had lived to finifh his
commentaries, and that Pompey’s fons, inftead of
fighting their father’s caufe, had employed them-

felves in writing his life ? What a valuable legacy

would Cicero have left us, if, inftead of fome of his
philofophical works, he had written the memoirs of '
his own times! or how much would ‘Tyro, to whom
pofterity is fo much indebted for the prefervation of

ms mafter’s letters, have increafed that obligation,

if, from his own knowledge, he had conneéted and
explained them ! The life of Agricola, by his fon-

n-law Tacitus, is undoubtedly one of the moft pre-

cious monuments of antiquity, Even remote bio- |
graphers, fuch as Cornelius Nepos [2], Suetonius,
and Plutarch, convey more exa& reprefentations
of perfons and faéts, than compilers, or writers of
abridgments, fuch as Paterculus, Florus, and Juf-
tim ; and to come nearer to our times, the Comines,
Sullys, Clarendons, and Ludlows, will continue to
furvive the Daniels, D'Orleans, Oldmixons, and
Guthries. b

]

But befides this general utility, which public hifto-
ry derives from private authorities, other advantages,

perhaps no lefs important, may be obtained from |

them. It is from obferving different individuals, |
that we may be enabled to draw the outlines of

that extraordinary complicated being, man, ‘The i
characteriftics of any country or age muft be de-
duced from the feparate characters of perfons, who
however diftinguifhable in many refpects, ftill pre-
ferve a family likenefs, From the life of almoft
any
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any one individual, but chiefly from the lives of
fuch eminent men as feemed defiined to enlighten
or to adorn fociety, inftructions may be drawn,
fuitable to every capacity, rank, age, or ‘ftation.
Young men afpiring to honors cannot be too affi-
duous in tracing the means by which they were ob-
tained ; by obferving with what difficulty they were
preferved, they will be apprifed of their real value,
eftimate the rifks of the purchafe, and difcover fre-
quent difappeintment in the pofleflion,

It is not my province to determine, whether the
memoirs of lord Chelterfield will anfwer thefe {eve-
ral purpofes. T profefs, however, they were written
with that view. The tranfactions of the two laft
reigns are fo recent, that general hiftory cannot yet
relate them with faithfulnefs and accuracy. But
materials thould now be collected, charaéters thould
be drawn, while they are ftill frefh in the memory
of the living, and anecdotes fhould be {natched
from the deftrutive hands of time and oblivion.
I do not prefume to have penetrated into the fanc-
tuary, nor can I venture to promife that 1 fhall al-
ways be able to come at the truth; fome fecrets
may, and perhaps muft, remain for ever undilclof-
ed. Thofe, who are poflefled of better informations,
may be incited by this attempt to communicate theiy
knowledge to the public,

How happy fhould I have been, had this under-
taking been honored with the earl’s own afliftance
[3]! Could my pen, as I withed, have been di-
rected by his mafterly hand, pofterity would have
réceived a work more worthy of its attention. As
the difficulty of the tafk excited my induftry, I
have fuppofed myfelf under the infpection of lord
Chefterfield’s piercing eye, commanded by him to

{peak
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fpeak the truth without malignancy and without ex-
tenuation ; and as no man knew better than him-
felf, that perfetion or pure virtue never was the
lot of humanity, I have not fcrupled to add fome
fhades to my colors.

To throw thefe memoirs into fome kind of order,
I have divided them into fix parts, or fections. The
firft contains the early periods of lord Chefterfield’s
life, and extends to his twentieth year, or to the
death of queen Anne. The fecond comprehends
the detail of his conduct at court, in parliament,
and in fociety, during the reign of George the firft,
ending in 1727. The third gives an account of his
firft embafly to Holland, and his return to England,
to the time of his difmiffion in 1733. The period
of his oppofition, during the twelve following years,
is the fubject of the fourth fe¢tion. The fifth in-
cludes his lordthip’s fecond embafly to Holland ;
his adminiftration in Ireland, and his fhare in pub-
lic affairs as fecretary of flate, till the beginning of
1748 when he refigned ; and the fixth and laft re-
prefents his lordfhip in his retreat, enjoying the
fruits of his experience and labors, bearing up
againft the infirmities of old age, and continuing
to the laft the favourite of the mufes, the friend to
his country, and the well-wifher to mankind.
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