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PH 1L.IP Dormer Stanhope, eatl of Chefterfield,

was born 1n London, on the 22d of September
1694 [1].

"T'he antiquity of the Stanhopes [2] is fufficiently
known, and needs no slufiration.  Several of our
firft nobility trace their origin from them [3], and
their connections and intermarriages with the princi-
pal families of the kingdom have been very nume-
rousand extenfive [4]. Their zeal for their coun-
try and fidelity to the crown, Ever fince the reign
of Edward TII. though often tried, could never be
{haken ; and their eminent fervices in the moft cri-
tical times were juftly rewarded by places of truft,
and marks of diftinétion. ~ The honor of peerage
was conferred upon this family by king James L
and the title of earl by his fon.  The late lord ftood
the eighteenth in the rank of the Englifh earls.

The firft earl of Chefterfield loft his fortune, and
two of his fons, in fupport of the royal caufe ; and,
being himfelf taken prifoner, died in 1656, after
twelve years confinement. His eldeft fon had been
dead ever fince the year 1634. By his wiic, Catha-
rine eldeft daughter and coheirefs to lord Wotton,
he left an only fon one year old. His mother un-
dertook the care of his education, and, being ap-
pointed governefs to Charles the Firft’s eldeft

daughter,
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daughter, accompanied her into Holland, on the
completion of her marriage with the prince of
Orange’s fon, in 1642.  Sheherfelf had married the
Dutch nobleman [ 5] employed in that negotiation,
and by his intereft and fortune had opportunities of
1éndi,n'g fupplies of arms and money to the king,
during his greateft diftrefs. Charles II, on the re-
ftoration, acknowledged thefe fervices, by promot-
ing that lady to the rank of countefs of Chefterfield
in her own right. Her fon Philip, in the mean while,
had the advantage both of a military education in
ﬂuzbeﬂibhno1of§ﬁunpe,undfﬁ'hnbﬂﬁng princi-
ples oppofite to arbitrary power and perfecttion
[6], ina country then fruggling againtt their- unit-
ed efforts.  The finithing of his education; indeed,
may be thought not to have been equally happy, as
he was fent over to Italy, and fpent fome years
there.  He returned, however, time enough, after
he had  inherited his grandfathers title, to bear a
confiderable part in forwarding the reftoration
and in confideration of his fervices, the king ap-
pointed him lord chamberlain to queen Catharine,
and gave him fucceflively two regiments. . He was
likewife conftituted lord warden and lord chief juf-
tice of all the king’s forefts, parks, &c¢. on this fide
Trent [7], and the honor of docor of civil laws was
conferred upon. him ﬁrmeumva&ydTOﬁwd
In his youth he was a man of wit and gallantry,
thoughr&&mrofacennnonbusandjaﬂousdﬁboﬁﬁ-
on[8]. He was thought to have fhared with his
mafler the affeftions of the fartiots lady Caftlemaine,
Ths trefpafs was {lightly refented by the eafy king ;
but retaliated by the duke of York, who, not very'
lecretly nor altogether in vain, paid his addrefles to
mhimwskqmdm&,adm@Mﬂofﬂmdmmof
Ormond. He fhewed his refentment on this ocea-

fion,




LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. L.

fion, in a manner, which drew upon him the raillery
of the French and other wits of that profligate court
[9]. It was maft probably this motive, that induc-
¢d him to refign all his employments, on the acceffi-
on of king James to the throne. ¢ pafled the re-
mainder of his life, free and difengaged, in a de-
lightful villa [10], and being a great lover of gar-
dening, as well as a fcholar, was complimented
- with Mr. Dryden’s dedication of the Georgics [1 I].
An LlI‘.lnf(jII’ilptE(l courfe of temperance, exercile,
and ufeful amufements, procured him a happy and
long life, being upwards of fourfcore when he died
in 1713

This nobleman’s third wife was Elizabeth Dor-
mer, the earl of Carnarvon’s eldeft daughter, from
whom the late earl inherited one of his names, to-
gether with an eftate.  His father was born of that
marriage; and of him we know little more than
that he was an ear] of Chefterfield [12]. Ttisfaid
that  his apprehenfions of the return of the Stuarts,
an event which he judged near at hand, kept him
attached to their canfe, and that confequently he
difapproved of his eldeft fon’s engagements with the
reigning family. It would appear furprifing that

with fuch principles he fhould have married one of

the daughters of George savile, marquis of Halifax,
if the verfatility of that ¢elebrated nobleman were
not fufhiciently known [ 3]

He had four fons and two daughters [14]. Their
mother did not live Jong enough to take the charge
of their education. 'The ecldeit fon, being rather
neglected by his father [ 5], was taken care of by
his  grand-mother lady Halifax [16], who proved
cvery way equal to this important tafk. - Her mind
{eems fo have been congenial with that of her late

lord.
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lord, and her underftanding and wit were fiill ex-
ceeded by the goodnefs of her heart.

It does not appear that her young ward was fent
to any of the public fchools. His fentiments, man-
ners, and tafte, were all formed upon the model he
found at home. The beft mafters were chofen to
render his accomplithments fuitable to his birth.
They hit upon the art of adapting their infiructions
to his difpofition, and by this method improved his
mind, while they gained his affe&tion.

From his earlieft youth he thewed an ardent de-
fire of excelling in whatever he undertook [17], and
an uncommon refolution in never deviating from
the track he at firft chalked out to himfelf, whatever
difficulties he might find in his way. T'wo inftan-
ces of this, however trifling, T fhall beg leave to re-
late from the informations, which were tranfmitted
to me by the bifhop of Waterford.

He was very young, when lord Galway, who,
though not a very fortunate general, was a man of
uncommon penetration and merit, and who often
vifited the marchionefs of Halifax, obferving in him
a {trong inclination for a political life, but at the
fame time an unconquerable tafte for pleafure, with
fome tin€ture: of lazinefs, gave him the following
advice. -~ “If you intend to be a man of bufinefs,
you muft be an early rifer. In the diftinguifhed
poils your parts, rank, and fortune, will intitle you
to fill, you will be liable to have vifitors at every
hour of the day, and unlefs you will rife conftantly
at an early hour, you will never have any leifure to
your{elf.”  ‘This admonition, delivered in the moft
obliging manner, made a confiderable impreffion
upon the mind of our young man, who ever after
obferved that excellent rule, even when he went to
bed late, and was already advanced in years.

With




X~

Ml1Ss
his

nd
m
7€er

re-
ed

10,
of

€n

‘he
ith
ng

:fs,

ou
Xy
tly
o
oft
on
et

to

th

LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. I

With fuch advantages and expectations, it is not
furprifing that he fhould have had an uncommon
fhare of fpirits. His natural livelines was, in the
beginning of his life, accompanied with fome de-
gree of warmth.  He was rather impatient of con-
tradiction, and is reported to have been fomewhat
paflionate. ‘This difpofition, fo improper for a
ftatefman, was happily corrected by an incident ;
and the leffon he received, was the moft efficacious,
as he gave it to himfelf. = Something, which he faid
or did in a fit of anger when he was young, made

him {o uneafy afterwards that he refolved from that
time to watch over himfelf, and endeavour to curh
the impetuofity of his temper. This he was happy
enough to fucceed in, and for the remainder of his
life he was never known to be difcompofed by any
emotion of his mind,

When he was about fourteen yedrs old, he had
an opportunity of feeing an extraordinary perfon;
Richard [18], the fon of Oliver Cromwell: That
great wicked man, as he was Juitly called, had left
that fon in poffeffion of an authority; which, under
the title of protector, raifed him above of kings.
But he could not infpire him with his own genius;
afpiring {pirit, and undaunted courage. Indolence
and incapacity, which were Richard’s charaéteriftics,
foon drove him from a feat much too exalted for him
Too weak and too inoffenfive not to be {uffered to
live, he quietly retired to the happier fiation of a
country gentleman ; and, without entertaining the
lealt idea of his having loft any advantages, he
fnifhed in obfcurity a long life, untainted by am-
bition and fecured from envy. Such was his fitua-
tion, when he was called upon to give evidence in
a court of juftice. Upon his being named, the at-
tention of the audience was fixed upon him. The

VoL. L B
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r708. judge, fir John Holt, either from regard to his for-
==~ mer flate, or in confideration of his age, thewed him
a kind of diftinction, by ordering hima feat. ‘This
at of humanity drew upon the lord chief juftice the
cenfure of fome perfons; but he was highly com-
mended for it by the queen, when he related the
fact to her in the public drawing-room. Lord
Chefterfield, who remembered diftinétly this tran-
faction, faid that he only faw in Richard Cromwell
a plain old man, without any appearance that could

excite either regard or pity.

1710.  The ftudy of the French language had been an
early part of young Stanhope’s education (1 9) ; and
when he was about fixteen, Mr, Jouneau, a French
clergyman, was employed to improve him in the
{peaking of it, as well as to give him fome tincture
of claffical knowledge, and the firft rudiments of
hiftory and philofophy. = His letters to that worthy
man (22), at the fame time that they fhew the great
progrefs which he had already made in the French
tongue, difclofe the natural turn both of his mind
and heart. 'He exprefles, in a moft lively manner,
his regard for his mafter; and he loft no opportu-
nity of giving him ever after fubflantial proofs of
his gratitude and attachment.

At the age of eighteen, Mr. Stanhope was fent to
Cambridge in order to improve his talents, and form
thofe early connections, which commeonly difcover
a young man'’s natural propenfities, and almoft con-
{tantly determine his future conduct.

=
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Like other majeftic monuments of antiquity, the
Englifh univerfities, defended by their own gran-
deur, and fupported by the veneration in which
they are held, refilt the hand of time, and baffle
any attempt: to impair or to improve. Perhaps,

they
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. .

they may be thought not fo well calculated to fit
young men for a public as for a ftudicus life. The
colleges, of which they are compofed, having been
founded in thofe rude ages, when the clergy were in
pofleflion both of the little ftock of learning fill
fubfifting, and of the great power and influence
which that fuperiority, fuch as it was, gave them,
have ever fince retained, and even now that this
preeminence has ceafed, continue to poflefs advan-
tages peculiar to that order. Eecclefiaftics are al-
moft exclufively members and governors of thefe
noble feminaries of ufeful knowledge: 'There are,
however, fome exceptions ; and the fociety of T'ri-
nity-Hall, which was’ chofen for our young noble-
man’s refidence, has long been diftinguithed on that
account.  “1find,” he fays, in a letter dated Ay
guit 22, 1712, * the college, whete I am, nfinitely
* the beft in-the univerfity s for it is the {malleft,
and it is filled with lawyers, who have lived: in
the world, and know how to behave;” What-
ever may be faid to the contrary, thereis certainly

(44
114
114
(44

(14

ally amongft people of fathion, for-a tham muft
have the -inclinations of a porter to endare it
% here (22).

(44

It is an object, at leaft, of curiofity to be informi:
ed of the firft fteps of a young man, called by his
birth, and entitled by his talents, to the higheft fia-
tions; and Ihave great fatisfaction in being able to
gratify this curiofity by informations drawn from
his own letters. It is now,” fays he, “ fir, I have
““‘a great deal of bufinefs upon miy hands; for I
fpend above an hour every day in ftudying the
civil law (24), and as much in philofophy ; -and
next week the blind man (2 5) begins his leCtures
upon the mathematics ; {o that I am now fully

B 2 * employed,

very little debauchery in this univerfity, ¢fpeci=
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1712, “ employed.  Would you believe too that I read
== ¢« T ucian and Xenophon in Greek ? which is made
“ eafy to me ; for I do not take the pains to learn
¢ a]l the grammatical rules; but the gentleman,
¢ whois with me (26), and who is himfelf a living
“ grammar, teaches me them all as] go along. 1
« referve time for playing at tennis, for I wifh to
¢ have the corpus fanum as well as the mens fana; |
¢ think the one isnot good for much without the
¢ other. As for anatomy, I {hall not have an op-
¢ portunity of learning it ; for though a poor man
¢ has been hanged, the furgeon, who ufed to per-
¢ form thofe operations, would not this year give
“ any leCtures, becaufe it was a man, and then he
“ fays the fcholars will not come.” I have been in-
duced to tranferibe thefe laft lines, on purpofe to
fhew our young nobleman’s early turn to pleafan-
try. It appears from a fubfequent letter, that he
found means to go through a courfe of anatomy,
which, from the fatisfaction it gave him, retarded
for fome time his return to London. It might have
been better for him, i he had not alfo dabbled in
phyfic ; he would not fo often have been his own
patient, or intrufied his health to the care of empirics

171 3 ‘The multiplicity of thefe different ftudies, and
the reclufe life which he led at Cambridge, feem,
from his own account (27), to have rendered him
rather more defirous of difplaying his philological
acquifitions than was fuitable to his rank and deili-
nation. - But this college-ruft could not have pene-
trated very deep, fince it was {o foon and {o per-
fectly worn off;: and our young fludent never for-
got or negleted what he, in the decline of life, fo
firongly pretled upon his fon, that the art of per-

fuading (28) is in fack that of pleafing.
e Party
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ad Party divifions, at that time, ran extremely high, 1713.
de throughout England, and Cambridge was by no “=—v—’
m means exempt from them. Lord Stanhope, fo he
n, was called upon the death of his granslfather Chef-
ng terfield, difclofes very naturally and with good hu-
1 mor, his own ideas in the following lines to Mr.
e Jouneau. ¢ Methinks our affairs arein a very bad
3 ““ way ; but, as I cannot mend them, I meddle
:Ihe * very little with politics : only I take a pleafire in
p- *“ going fometimes to the coffee-houfe, to fee the
e * pitched battles that are fought between the he-
sy *“ roes of each party with inconceivable bravery,
G *“ and are ufually terminated by the total defeatof a
L * few tea-cups on both fides.” ‘The fame coolnefs
e may be difcerned in fome of his lordfhip’s laft let-
i ters : old age and youth have more than one affinit Y.
- After having paffed two years at the univerfity -, 4-
he (29), lord Stanhope was fent, according to the
1V cuftom of his country, to begin the tour of Europe,
ed He did not, however, follow the cofume in every
Ve particular ; for, he was not attended by any gover-
in nor. He haftily paffed through the towns in Flan-
Wi ders, without meeting with any proper objects to
cs improve his underftanding or excite his curiofity.
= He had not yet acquired a tafte for pictures; and
o h.as mind was even at that time, as he exprefled
¥ himfelf (30), more turned to perfons than to things.
cal The fummer of the year 1714 was more agree-
it ably at leaft, if not more profitably, ipent in Hol-
1€~ land, and the greateft part of it at the Hague. it
er- wasin this inchanting place, that he firft began to
or- fee the world. The company he found there,  and
fo which he thought the beft, confifting chiefly of fo-
ers reigners of different countries, and of different

ranks, foon enabled him to throw off the {cholar,
iy and to become in fome meafure a new man. But,

OUeyer
NoOwever




1714. however indebted he might be for his improve-
“e=v=~ ments in good-breeding to his new friends, who
laughed him out of fome of his {cholaftic habits, he
often regretted that he had contracted others among
them, no lefs difgraceful to his underftanding than
H detrimental to his reputation (31).

"L 14 MEETMIIO A R BY OGER
L|

His pleafures, however, never made him lofe
fight of his great object, that of making a figure in
his own country. His principles of liberty were
fufficiently known, and he made no fcruple of avow-
ing them, The earl of Strafford, the Britith ambaf-
fador at the Hague, and one of the plenipotentiaries
at the congrefs of Utrecht, entertained very differ-
ent fentiments, and did not eafily brook contradic-
tion, [have been credibly informed (32), that our
young traveller, the late earl of Burlington, and
Mr, Doddington, fince lord Melcombe, who met
all together at the Hague, fometimes diverted them-
{elves with teazing the warm negotiator, by {peak-
ing in favor of the whig party, and condemning
the tory adminifiration. They would fcarcely have
been fo unreferved, had not affairs in England been
near a crifis.

The accomplifhments, which lord Stanhope had
hitherto acquired, prepared him for Paris, and help-
ed to qualify him for the polite world, which he
found there. The reception he met with muft have
been very flattering, fince he defcribed it in the fol-
towing manner,  * I fhall not give you my opinion
“ of the French, becaufe I am very often taken for
one, and many a Frenchman has paid me the
higheft compliment they think they can pay to
any one, whichis, fir, you are juft like one of
.l * us” “Ttalk a great deal, I am very loud and
i ““ peremptory; T fing and dance as I go along;
: and, laftly, I fpend a monftrous deal of money in

|
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¢ powder, feathers, white gloves, &c¢. (33).” As this
defcription is not unlike that which he gave many
years afterwards of his countrymens way of {pend-
ing their time at Paris (34), we may fuppofe that
he was as yet far from being what he withed his fa-
vourite fon to be, /e petit et Paimable Stanhope (35).
"This furmife is confirmed by his own account of
his aukward appearance in that metropolis of levity
and tafte, and of the means that were ufed to give
him the dow tor (36).

So great were the changes queen Ann’s death
madein England, that he regretted not having been
prefent to partake of the general joy upon the arriv-
al of her fucceflor. He enjoyed, however, almoft
an equivalent {atisfaction, in being a witnefs of the
concern exprefied both by the French and the Jaco-
bites on this event. He, himfelf, efteemed it the
greateft blefling that could have happened to Great
Britain, whofe religion and liberties he firmly be-
lieved would otherwife, in three months time, have
been totally fubverted (37).

Whether his apprehenfions were altogether
groundlefs 1s a point perhaps not eafy to be deter-
mined. That fufpicions of an intended invafion by
the pretender were at that time entertained, appears
from moft of the papers and letters written by or-
der of the electoral family of Hanover a few months
before the queen’s death (38). From thefe we may

Judge of the popular fears at that critical period.

Lord Chefterfield told the bithop of Waterford,
that, if the queen had lived but a thort time longer,
the whigs would have taken up arms (39). -Gene-
ral Stanhope was to hdave commanded the army,
and lord Cadogan to have feized the tower. All the
officers on half-pay, fome of whom are fiill livin 2,
had figned the aflociation. ‘The place of rendez-

VoS
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vons was appointed behind Montagu Houfe. The
officers held their arms in readinefs in their bed-
chambers, and were prepared to obey the fummons
at a minute’s warning. Not one of them betrayed
the fecret ; and lord Bolingbroke (40) never heard
of this defign till his return, when lord Chefterfield
told him of it. TLord Bolingbroke, on the other
hand, affured his friend, that he never had any fixed
fcheme in relation to the pretender, and that he had
ﬁi\‘.-’zt}’s avoided fpeaking of him to the queen, who,
he faid, did not like to hear any thing of a fucceflor.
He added, that the pretender never wasin England,
during the tory adminiftration. How far Simulation
or diffimulation influenced the two lords in thefe reci-
procal communications, may, perhaps, be a prob-
lem, which will be differently folved according to
different {yftems. Tord Bolingbroke often faid that
we were ftill too near the fcene, but that, one day,
when private interefts and conneions fhould act
with lefs force, the curtain would be drawn up, and
many {ecrets difclofed.

Lord Chefterfield’s fentiments, however, appear
to have been at all times perfectly uniform. From
thefe he never varied ; his zeal and attachment to
the crown were always tempered by the liberty he
allowed himfelf of Judging of thofe, who were n
actual pofleflion of it, "Thefe rulers of the world
fat long before him ; he obferved them both in their
royal robes and in their undrefs, and, having alter-
nately beén in favor and in difgrace with them, he
drew their pictures from life with a true, but never
flattering pencil. ' ' e

‘The period we now conclude, and which may be
called preparatory, is not in the leaft interefting in
the earl of Chefterfield’s life, It fhews the early

pains
pain
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LLORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. L

pains he took to lay in a ftore of ufeful as well as ex-
tenfive knowledge, and to habituate himflf to an
exertion of the mental powers he had received from
nature. The building was now begun, and, to ufe
his own metaphor, truly upon the principles of the
Tufcan order, having all the ftrength and folidity
neceflary to bear a noble and permanent f{uper-
{truture. As yet, however, the work was coarfe
and inelegant. The ornamental parts of the Doric,
Ionic, and Corinthian orders, were fiill wanting to
complete the whole. How thefe deficiencies were
fupplied, or, to quit the metaphor, how the accom-
plithed gentleman fucceeded to the imperfet youth,
fhall be fhewn in the next fecton.

Yyl @0
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