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L OR D Chefterfield was three and thirty years
of age, when the crown of Great Britain devolved
on a prince, in whofe family and favor he had con-
tinued thirteen years. His fentiments, on this oc-
callon, may eafily be conceived; and he had an
early opportunity of exprefling them, as well as the
wifhes of the nation, in the fpeech he made in the
houfe of lords, to introduce the motion for the ad-
drefs of condolence, of congratulation, and of
thanks to the king, a fortnight after the death of his
father.

Asthe earl’s joy, on this occafion, was natural,
his expectations muft likewife have been great.  If
fufferings in the prince’s caufe, if the refufal of con-
fiderable offers to detach him from his fervice, if
trials of zeal, and all the attentions of a courtier join-
ed to the abilities of a ftatefman, could have fecur-
ed a mafter’s affection, he had every reafon to hope
that he thould fucceed in a fhort time to the fame
degree of influence and truft with George II. which

earl Stanhope had defervedly acquired with
George I.

The firft appearances, however, were different.
The fovereign, at his acceflion, feemed rather more
difpofed to forget former offences, than anxious to
reward paft fervices. Few changes were made in
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public offices; the prince re-admitted feveral, who,
having formerly belonged to his court, had fince
thought proper to defert it; and it was {foon obferv-
ed that fome perfons, who had been moft in favo
with the late king, were likely to enjoy the fame in-
fluence under the prefent reign.

Whether the earl’s attachment was thought o
firong as not to require any immediate encouragg:
ment, or whether a want of obfequiouinefs, even a
that early period [1], diverted for fome time the
courfe of royal favors from him, is uncertain. Hi
name, however, was not in the lift of promotions;
he kept only his poft of lord of the bed-chamber,
and was not even reftored to the place of captain
of the yeomen of the guard, which on his difmiffion
had been beftowed on the earl of Leicefter. Lo
Scarborough feemed to have been diftinguifhe
more early. He was immediately appointed mat
ter of the horfe, and made a member of the privy
council, into which lord Chefterfield was not admit:
ted till fix months afterwards.

To perfons unacquainted with courts, it may ap:
pear that the nomination of the earl to the embaffy
of Holland [2] was not only a fufficient equivalen
for the rewards he might have expefted, but alfo i
carneft of future advancement. Perhaps it was it
tended to be fo ; but thofe, who know by what pre:
carious tenure kingly favor is held, may fufpect th
the fear of giving his lordfhip further opportunitie
of ingratiating himfelf with his mafter had fom:
{hare in this promotion,

But whatever the minifter’s views, in fending hift
as ambaffador to the Hague, may have been, tht

polt itfelf was equally fuited to lord Chefterfieldt -
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. 1L

tafte and abilities, and he was determined to diftin-
guifh himfelf in this ftation, that it might be = ftep
to his further elevation.

The choice of his attendants was his firft objed,
and he was in general dire¢ted in it by the flricteft
laws of decency and propriety. The honorable
John Stanhope, his brother, was, at his recommen-
dation, appointed fecretary of embafly. In him, he
was fure to find an amiable companion and a true
friend ; but could neither expect a guide, nor appre-
hend arival. Indeed it was at all times his princi-
ple, to fuffer no perfon about him, who might af-
fume the confequence of a prime minifter.

The other perfons, who compofed his family,
were either fuch as he himfelf perfectly knew, or
who were recommended to him, by thofe, with
whom he was moft intimate. T lord Bolingbroke
he was indebted for the choice of his equerry Mr.
now colonel Rutter, a gentleman often mentioned
with diftintion in his letters,

Dr. Broxholm, his friend as well as his phyfician,
a man of tafte as well as great fkill in his profeflion,
introduced to his lordfhip his brother-in-law, who,
from a happy and fingular conformity of charaéter,
manners, and inclinations, foon became particularly
attached to him. He was a fecond fon, of a good
family, and about eighteen years old, His father

Anthony Hammond, efg; was one of the commiffi-

oners of the navy, accounted a good fpeaker in
parliament, and well known by the name of filver-
tongued Hammond, given to him by lord Boling-
broke. He was a man of wit, but, not unlike other
orators, wanted conduét, .and had, as lord Chefier-
field ufed to fay, “all the fenfes but common fenfe.”

He,
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1728. He, however, did not neglect the education of i
“=——- {on, and {ent him to Weftminfter fchool, where he
laid in a confiderable flock of claffical and polit
learning. Born a poet, and endowed with a confi
derable fhare of fenfibility as well as delicacy, ¢
was particularly happy in imitating thofe great maf
ters of antiquity, whofe writings contain the mof
faithful reprefentations of the human heart, andi
particular that poet, who, in this refpect, has excell
ed them all, Tibullus, His life was a remarkabl
inftance of the different ufe that can be maded
great talents, He divided his time between the
purfuit of pleafures and fafthionable amufements
and a clofe attention to his favorite ftudy of poe
try ; but thefe two objects could not, at the fame
time, occupy his foul. When he was the mand
the world, the agreeable companion, the lively wi,
he entirely loft fight of books and ftudies. Bu
thefe times of diflipation were fucceeded by interyal
of retirement. In thefe, which often lafted manj
weeks, he thut himfelf up, and devoted himfelf &
the fervice of his favorite authors; from whom h
afterwards returned to the world with a frefh ftock
of fancy and fpirits.  His heart was a moft friend)
one, and he enjoyed every opportunity of oblig
ng, in a manner peculiar to himfelf. ‘The ambak
fador loved him with all his fingularities, whichin
fome meafure were his own. Their intimacy gref
to a very great degree, and thewed it[elf, even afte
the death of the poet.

But it was particularly from the hands of friend:
fhip that he received his chaplain. Richard Chene
vix, born in England, but of a diftinguifhed family
in France, was chofenfor this office. 'This ger
tleman’s father, one of the unfortunate wvictims '

0




of his
re he
yolite
onfx
7, he
mat
mof
1d In
celk
table
le of
the
ents
poe:
ame
ind
wit,
B
evals
1anj
fto
n he
‘ock
1dly
olig:
bat
hin
et
Ltef

nd-
ne-
nlly
e
1

i)

LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT, IIL

of perfecution, driven out of his native country by
the repeal of the edi¢t of Nantz, had ferved as ex-
empt in a troop of horfe-guards, at the time that
lord Scarborough’s father commanded that corps,
and afterwards died glorioufly at Blenheim, at the
head of the fecond {quadron of carabineers, of which
he was major. His fecond fon, who was the ear] of
Scarborough’s godfon, was educated at the univer-
fity of Cambridge, afterwards went into orders, and
was appointed domeftic chaplain to the earl of Scar-
borough, and to the lord Whitworth at the congrefs
of Cambray. On his return to England, lord Scar-
borough recommended him to lord Chefterfield, to
accompany him to Holland. The cho'ce of a cler-
gyman, who underflood and could fpeak the
French and Englith languages equally well, was
particularly proper, asit was then intended that the
earl, after ftaying fome time in Holland, fhould go
from thence ambaflador to France [3]. Mr. Che-
nevix was told by his patron that he would then be
obliged to preach in French as well as in Englifh.
Lord Stair was the laft of the Englith ambafladors,
who had divine fervice performed in his chapel in the
language of the country ; and there is great reafon
to believe that lord Chefterfield would have followed
the example of his predecefior, but he was not put
to the trial. 'The diffinguithed manner, in which
he acquitted himfelf of the embaffy at the Hague[4],
engaged the king to continue him at that place
much longer than he at firft intended. 'The perfo-
nal regard which lord Chefterfield profeffed to his
death for this worthy clergyman, and the warm fen-
timents of affection which the bithop of Waterford
retains for the memory of his patron, do equal
honor to both.

I‘ﬂlrflll?'n
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From the nature of lord Chefterfield’s education,
and his ftudious manner of life, but ftill much more
from his intercourfe with moft experienced ftatef-
men of different principles, it may be judged, that
he had acquired no inconfiderable fund of politici
knowledge ; yet he was diffident of himfelf, and
thought it proper to recur to other helps. We have
ieen that a courfe of letures in civil law had been
the principal obje¢t of his ftudies at Cambridge ; but
thefe letures, even fuppofing them to have been
well attended by him, did not comprehend the laws
and cuftoms of other countries.  Immediately,
therefore, upon his arrival at the Hague, he ap-
plied to a celebrated profeflor [5] of the univerfity
of Leyden ; and, at his recommendation, took into
his houfe a gentleman who was perfectly well qua-
lified to inftruct him in the {cience both of the civl
law and the imperial code.

But lord Chefterfield was thoroughly fenfible,
that knowledge alone, however extenfive, would
avall him but little in his political career, unlefs
adorned with other minifterial accomplifhments
He withed to be a man of the world, as well as4
man of bufinefs; and had ftrongly imbibed the
idea, that labour and pleafure were not incompe-
tible, and that the one contributed to heighten the
tafte of the other. His firft occupation in the mor-
ing was to write his difpatches ; and, as he left little
for his fecretary to do, he frequently ftaid in hi
room till dinner-time, unlefs bufinefs called him out:
Sometimes he returned there in the afternoon ; but,
in general, like thofe of the famous De Witt [6];
his evenings were {pent in affemblies and amufe-
ments [7], Thefe very amufements furnifhed him
with many opportunities, which he never neglected,
of ftudying characters; fo that, in the midft of his

pleafures;
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IIL

pleafures, he never loft fight of his main objeét,
which was, to diftinguifh himfelf as 2 man of bufi-
nefs.

In the middle of the year 128 he arrived at the
Hague. This village is juflly confidered as the
capital of the United Provinces, and, almoft for
thefe two centuries paft, has been the center of the
moft important negociations [8]. A foreign mi-
nifter cannot be in a better fchool for improving his
talents, and exercifing his patience, both from the
charaéter of the nation, and from the nature of its
conflitution. As this differs, in many refpects, from
that of moft other modern ftates; and as, among
the ancient, none comes nearer to it than the con-
federacy of the Acheans ; it will not be improper to
infert here a fhort fketch of it.

It confifts of feven provinces, various in extent,
unequal in force, and often divided in intereft,
Each of the provinces is compofed of feveral towns
or cifies, every one of which has its own govern-
ment and laws, and is as independent of its neigh-
bours, as the provinces are both of each other and
of the flate. Supreme authority refides in every
part, and common intereft affords the only bond of
union. In order to carry on the public concerns, a
certain number of deputies from each province
meet, at flated times, at the Hague, and compofe
what is called, the Affembly of the States Gene-
ral [g]. The majority there decides, but only in
common matters [10].  Affairs of importance, fuch
as war, taxes, navigation, the regulation of the co-
lonies, &c. are referred to each of the provinces ;
and although each of them has its own ftates, thefe
cannot give their final confent till they have pro-
cured the fuffrages of every one of the voting towns.
This previous application to each of thefe fingle

commu-
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communities, and their approbation, are feldom dif
penfed with, except in cafes where neceflity takes
place of law. The difficulties in obtaining this una:
nimity are great, and the inconveniencies attending
1t Gbx:ieus-, difpatch and fecrecy can never be ex
pctlc-cl, and the door is left open for cabals and ma-
chinations. It fometimes happens, that the refufsl
of one fmall town ftops a refolution; and that ifs
confent cannot be obtained without fome flipulation
in favor of one of the magifirates [11]. Thefe in-
converiiencies are, in great meafure, prevented
when the republic has a chief, of power and influ-
ence fufficient to prevail over private intereft and
jinrlgumi 12]. When there is no {tadtholder, as
vas the cafe during lord Chefterfield’s embaffies,
the great officers of ftate fupply his place, though
deftitute of his power. Their acknowledged talents
and experience procure them the confidence of the
provinces,  and their advice is generally followed
The principal of thefe Oﬂl{;ElS bears the title of
grand 1){‘f11i0[‘1;‘}-‘ of Holland, and was formeil
ftiled their qul.matg[ 3] He is conftantly ap-
pointed by the province ofHoiland, which, though
only the fecond in rank, is by far the moft con
fiderable in opulence and credit[14]. The pen-
fionary regularly attends the meeting of the Star&
(Jf.,mrql, as well as thofe of his province, and le
may be looked upon as prime minifter [15]. It
with l'1im that foreign minifters negociate, and that
thofe of the States in f)luml courts u*:r;cipm d. He
is elected only for five years; but he may be, and
moft comm ;J.l\ is, conti nued at_ the expiration of
m. The un,m“da“c of this poft has ever
eXC 'w‘m' from it perfons of inferior abilities ; and
the lift of thofe,- who have filled it, contains the
refpectable names of Barnevelt, Catz [16], De Wit}
Sh

ingeland, an old

ang

}*ar_{r*] Heinfius [147]

2C1, ainiy L. &
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. Iil.

and experienced magiftrate of one of the principal
towns, at the time of lord Chefterfield’s embafly,
occupied that important place; as Fagel moft ably
filled that of Greflier, or fecretary of ftate. With
thefe two, but chiefly with the firft, our ambaffador
contratted a greater intimacy than it is commonly
{fuppofed can fubfift between the prime minifter of
one power and the ambaflador of another [18]; but
lord Chefterfield’s own account of the nature of their
connection, is fufficient to remove this feeming in-
confiftency [19]. “Mr. Slingeland,” fays he, ¢ was
* the ableft minifter, and the greateft man I ever
“knew. I may juftly call him my friend, my mat
“ ter, and my guide, for I was then quite new in
“ bufinefs; he inftructed me;, he loved me, he
“ trufted me.” The man, who having had fuch
obligations to another, fcruples not to own them,
muft himfelf be very great.

"The ambaffador found a moft ufeful afliftant in
James Dayrolles, his majefty’s refident at the
Hague. ‘The regard he had for that old and ex-
perienced minifter did not ceafe at the death of the
latter, but was transferred to his nephew, the prefent
Mr. ‘Solomon Dayrolles. © This gentleman, who
poflefled his lordfhip’s confidence and friendfhip,
and kept up an uninterrupted correfpondence with
him, after having fucceflively and moft ably filled
the pofts of refident minifter at the Hague, and
minifter and commiffary plenipotentiary at Bruflels,
is now retired from public employments, and en-

Joys that general refpect which is jultly due to his
fervices and merit,

The minifters of the other princes, who were at
the Hague dusing the fame period with lord Chef-
terfield, were chiefly men of eminence, who were
far advanced in the polifical career when his lord-

fhip
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fhip was commencing it. As the interefls of theg
refpective coutts were very different from thofe of
Great Britain, he was obliged to keep a watchful ey
over them, to penetrate into their fecrets, whilel
concealed his own, and to oppofe or prevent thep
plans and intrigues, by fupporting, at the fame
time, the almoft irreconcileable character of they
perfonal friend and political adverfary. The fuavits
in modo, fortiter im re, which he afterwards [
{trongly recommended to his fon, together withl
Volti fctolti & penfiert fivetts, became rules as famili
to him as they were neceflary. He converfed, with:
out any apparent prejudice, with the heads of th
oppofite parties in Holland ; he directed his purfui
to a conftant point of view, and carried them o1
without heat or affectation, but with firmnefs and
perfeverance. He fometimes was beft pleafed whe
he appeared leaft fo, and often concealed his diff
culties under the mafk of eafe and indifference.

"The marquis of Fenelon, heir to the merit as wel
as to the name of the author of Telemachus[20];
had, for fome years, been ambaflador from fth
court of France, when lord Chefterfield firft came

‘to the Hague. Thefe two noblemen were botl

young, poflefled of fimilar talents, and equally de
{irous of diftinguifhing themfelves. Actuated by
powerful {pirit of emulation, they firove to exctl
each other in induftry and application; as well asit
politenefs and {plendor, and were no lefs attentive
to fupport the dignity of their charaders than th
authority of their refpective nations.

Great Britain, France, and the United Provinces
were at that time engaged 1n one common “cauke.
"Their object was, to maintain the peace of Europé
and to extinguith the flames of a general war, whidh

were
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IIL

~were beginning to break out. 'The emperor Charles
VI. and Philip V. king of Spain had for a while fuf-
pended their animofities, and had entered into an
alliance, in order to be revenged on thofe whé in-
terpofed to prevent them from purfuing their reci-
procal claims. This forced the Englifh minifters
into a firicter union with thofe of France. 'The
emperor being highly diffatisfied with the king of

. Great Britain, not merely becaufe his majefty had

declined the office of mediator between him and his
rival, but more efpecially on account of his refufing
to become a guarantee of his poffeflions after his
death, threatened his new eleoral acquifitions ;
and, notwithftanding the reprefentations of the
United Provinces, endeavoured to eftablith an Eafi
India company at Oftend. The king of Spain, on
his fide, finding an infurmountable oppofition from
the Britith nation to the cefion of Gibraltar, which
fome indecifive expreflions, in a letter from the late
king [21], had induced him to demand, attempted
the reduction of that important fortrefs, and refufed
to reftore feveral fhips illegally taken in America,
as well as to give fatisfaction to the Dutch on their
commercial complaints.

Notwithftanding thefe hoftile proceedings, the
view of the two princes was not to break with the
maritime powers; but rather to engage them, as
parties, in their difputes. An eftablithment for
the Spanifh prince, Don Catrlos, in Italy, had been
the great objeét of the court of Spain, and was as
warmly oppofed by that of Vienna. Neither the
congrefs of Cambray, nor that of Soiffons, had been
able, in the courfe of many years, to adjuft the man-
ner and conditions of this fettlement ; and nothing
feemed remaining but the alternative of a rupture
with cither of the two courts. France could not

have
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1729. have avoided taking part in fuch a war, for whid
LA™ (he was not as yet fufficiently prepared. It was
therefore, Jmught proper to detach Spain from he

new connections with the Imperial court, and tore

concile her with England and France. This ws

effected by the treaty concluded and figned a

Seville, in the month of November 1729. An Eng

lith fleet was promifed to the infant of Spain, 1

protect the Janding of fix thoufand of his country

men in Italy, and to fecure to him the eventual fic

ceflion to Parma and Placentia.

Philip and his father, on their part, together will
the French king, guarant teed all the pofleffionsd
the Britifh crown in every part of ﬂm world, a¢
cording to former treaties ; and this was fuppold
to imply a formal rem'mm“ on of Gibraltar and M
norca. They likewife agreed to refpect for the fir

ture the Britifh trade in ﬂmqma, and to reftore it
fhips that had been feized. 'The Dutch, at laft &
ceding to the treaty, obtained a fatisfaction withze
gard to their a.ompldlms ; and his Catholic majefy

promifed to concur in the abolition of the Oftent
company. He even confented, which none of kit
predeceflors had done, to allow the States their t||
of high and mighty, and to treat with them, i
every refpedt, as with crowned heads [22].

The perfons concerned in this negociation Wet
thofe who had been employed as plenipotentiaries#
the congrefs of Soiffons. Colonel Stanhope was o
of thun . and, on account of this and other fervics
he was foon after created a peer, by the fitle of ot
Harrington, and appointed ambaflador to the colf
of Madrid. Mr. Horace Walpole, the prime
nifter’s brother, was, howmer fuppofed to ha®
been principal agent in this treaty, which he €

after defended with great warmth [23]. Tt dod
F.L.
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IIL

not appear, that the earl of Chefterfield was con-
cerned in this tranfaction, any otherwife than in
giving notice of it, by order of his court, to the
States General, from whom, as well as from the em-
peror, it had long been concealed. Were we to form
any conjectures, from the decifive part which his
lordfhip afterwards took in the parliamentary de-
bates relative to Spain, we fhould be induced to fuf-
pect, that the treaty never met with his approbation
[24].

‘The eftablifhment of a new Eaft India company
at Altena, under the protection of the king of Den -
mark, had lately been attempted. Subfcriptions for

it were folicited even in Holland s and the defire of

gain encouraged feveral monied people to become
adventurers in this undertaking. Great Britain could
not patiently fuffer, any more than the United Pro-
vinces, fuch a {cheme to be carried into execution.
"The ambaflador’s pen was ufefully employed in the
fupport of their rights, and the mafterly memoir
which he compofed on this oceafion, in conjunction
with one of the deputies of the States, was delivered
by him to the Danifh minifter at the Hague [25].
Their oppofition was fuccefsful ; and this company,
as well as that of Oftend, was foon afterwards en-
tirely abolifhed.

Lord Chefterfield had a fill greater fhare in a
matter feemingly of lefs confequence, but which
nearly concerned his mafer, as elector of Hanover.
The king of Pruffia had married his fifter, and a new
alliance between the two families, by means of a
double marriage, had been propofed on the acceflion
of George II. to the crown ; and, on account of fome
matters of punétilio, refufed [26]. ““ The ties of
“ blood,” fays an energetic writer [247], “ have but
““a feeble hold on princes. Thus, notwithftanding

Vor. L. E

‘“ the
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“ the courts of Berlin and Hanover were {o nearly 1
“ lated, int v::ilndulhtmun at variance, not only wit
“ regard to the affair of Mecklenburg, but alfo
¢ certal ily claims, at that time unadjufted; &
“ likewife, that there was z fort of rivalfthip betwe
% the families, and any accefs of intereft and pows
“ to the one was fure to give umbrage to the other
Levies of men were forcibly raifed in the Hanoveri
<1<"rrf-.itﬁ'3'1s by Pruflian emiffaries; and thele pw
ceedings occafioned retaliations on the fide of B
nover. The two monarchs felt themfelves offendd
ftill more as Pr 1vate gc ntlemen than as mh,ruﬁr\
and, as l_mm pohuh.d great perfonal bravery, ti
repetition of the fcene between Charles V. and Fra

I. was talked of. If royal difputes were fufferd
to be fettled in this manner, contentions betwes
erown heads would be more rare and lefs deftre

tive. In the prefent cafe, the delirant h}g es plectip
sur Achivi was, for the thoufandth time, likely b
have been verified. 'The country of Hanover wi
threatened with an invafion, w .m.h it was but ill-pre
pared torefdt. No affiftance from England coul
reafonably be defired, or obtained without diff
éulty ; 4s, by the act of fettlement, the kingdon
aras not to be concerned in the wars of the c,'m.
rate, and no pretence could be alledged to elud
this article. Our ambaffador’s zeal was !1;.]7])1l_\_ X
erted in I“‘L‘:mtmp‘ the confequences of this difpute
On his application to the States, a letter was u'rill'c“.
in their name, to the king of Pruffia, to intreat hi
to :u.m.m‘. hoftilit 1“, and hhw to conciliatory term
[28]. Toadd weight torthis letter, feveral Dutd
regiments receiv Ld orders to march towards Cleve
This {i tep had the defired effect; an arbitration W8
prm'nnerl and ﬂuhcptetl . and foon: after an accom
modation took place, which did not, however, P
duce a fincere reconciliation between the brothe

RINgs
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The education of kings can hardly permit them
to feel like men. Happy thofe, whofe hearts are
not infenfible to the calls of gratitude and huma-
nity ! That of George II. was for the moft part in a
ftate of neut rality ; but, if any thing could roufe him
from that indifference, it certainly was his native
country. As his firlt movements were generally on
the fide of juftice and of truth, he exprefled his ap-
probation of lord Chefterfield’s conduct, with a
warmth not very ufual to him; and it may be pre-
fumed, that; being at Hanover, he exprefled thefe
fentiments with lefs referve than he might have done
in London. In that capital of his little empire, he
thought himfelf greater than any where elfe, and he
enjoyed in it more freedom tmd more happinefs.
He had with him none of his Englith minifters, ex-
cept lord Townfhend, who fiill occupied the place
of fecretary of ftate, but had loft 1]1{,‘ i=1ﬂuencc in the
cabinet which he poffeflfed under the late king. Be-
l'Tq now reduce 1 to act a fecondary p“] t, he withed
for an opportunity of recovering his former fupe-
riority ; and having fecured, as he flatfered himfelf,
a private intereft with his mafter, he thought the pre-
fent inftant favourable, and refolved to'try the expe-
riment, howe ver hazardous it might be. ‘The other
the duke ofi\fc'-.'»'caﬁl:,ﬂ';-rtml1
obnoxious to the king [29], but I'CLJ'll;ilm_l to him
by fir Robert Walpele and the qu“n who at St.

(=8

iECICt&YF of 1

ames’s at leaft, had more than a deliberative voice.

Lord Tm"n{h;nd .*.iiqnpi::d to remove the duke;
and, 1n order to leflen the influence of his rival, a c.nJ'
to increafe his own, he was defirous of having his
friend lord Chefterfield for his colleague. - Thefe
views, however, he concealed, and only acquainted
him, tlm, as the king appeared nl;ued with his ne-
f*ou‘umn he would do well, when he waited upon
his maje tx at Helvoet-Sluys, to defire the permifiion
E 2 of
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172¢- of attending him to London, on account of privaie
sy bulinefs: "1'-”“ 111 every thing fucceeded. The am:
baflador was gracis toufly re ceived by the monarch,
wno thanked him for his fervices, and readil y granted
cequeft. It may be prefumed, that lord T'ownt
hend | nd received fome encouragement from hi
mafler to perfift in his fcheme ; but the private
binet had not been confulted, and it was too alet
and powerful not to baffle this attempt [30]. Lo
Fownthend, far from being able to difplace
duke of Newcafile, was himfelf forced to refign;
and lord: Chefterfield, inftead of being made fecre
tary of ftate, faw lord Harrington fucceed his friend

in that office.
r73e His difappointment was, in fome meafure, mads
up to him by the place of h?;‘:‘ti’ fteward of his me
21] and the garter, which had been
the fupreme object of his withes. He was inftalled
at Wind{or the 18th of June, with the duke of Cum-
berland, and at the expence of the fovereign, Wi
was p'rcti:ﬂ*. at the ceremony. He foon after I

ingland [ 32], and returned to his poft.

e
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Bufinefs of importance awaited him in Holland
The emperor was highly difpleafed, that the tred
of Seville had been concluded; and Philip V.
no lefs (o, that it {iill remained unexecuted. Francuﬂ
fince the birth of the dauphin in 1729, had renewet
her old connexions with the court of Madrid, and
was projecting new f{chemes againft the hcmﬁi c.:;"
Aufiria. Fhe maritime POWEIS were accufed,

altogether without reafon, of having delayed tlh
promifed conveyance of the Infant into Italy.

I'he French ambaflador preflfed the States to ful
fil their engagements and break off with the em-
peror ;. and the Spanith ambaffador at Paris openlf
declared;
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declared, that, thefe engagements having been vio- 1731

.wme lated by the allies, his mafter would no longer be >~
uij]? reftrained by thofe he had eﬂntcred imo [33]. No-
! thing could be more inconfiftent with the interefts
m_m.} of Great Britain than to commence a war with the
;:’E‘t houfe of Aufiria. Far from defiring to deftroy the

only barrier againit the rifing and afpiring power of
©%.  the Bourbons, both the Englith and Dutch fincerely

aler? withed it might be firengthened. ‘The ancient fy{~
Lord tem, too long neglected, was now to be revived
e the and the Imperial court was to be induced, by fome
.ﬁg”i equivalent, to defift from its oppofition to the treaty
ecte: of Seville. 'This would have been a difficult tafk, if
riend particular reafons had not difpofed the emperor to

comply with the folicitations of his former allies. He
e had no male heir, and earneftly withed that his he-
. reditary dominions might, after his death, pafs undi-

ot vided to one of his daughters. Such an arrangement
alled had ht‘l_‘t:l long before propofed, and was called the
S pragmatic ﬁu'lfti?n. By the French it was rejeéted
5 at the congrefs of Soiflons, for this plain reafon, that

't was contrary to their views ever fince the admini-

"8€ firation of cardinal Richelieu, “The Britith cabinet at

the fame time, though ftrongly folicited by the Im-
land® perial court, declined enteting into this engage-
reatp.  ment. But circumftances were altered; the political
.ws  mift began to difperfe, and the mini ty were appa-
meg,  rently difpofed to purchafe, atany price, the emll')ler—

sed or's confent, both to the Seville articles, and to the
and  abolition of the Oftend company. A fecret negocia-
ifed  tion was accordingly fet on foot at the Hague, be-
onot tween the Britith ambaffador, the Imperial envoy
1 the [_34]‘, and the grand penfionary of Holland. “The
zlrt:CJ;?fi, being fettled among the three minifters

= were lent to the court of Vienna , where, after fomt;
) tuk private itipulation in favor of Hanover, and without
);T:; waiting for the deliberations of the United Provinces,

ared,

2
he
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the treaty was figned on the 16th of March. The
confent of the States to the treaty was afterwards de-
manded in form, and with fome difficulty obtained,
"This {ecret and important negociation did great ho-
nor to the conciliatery talents of lord Chefterfiel d,
who in this, as well as in feveral other parts of b
miniftry, feems to have taken Sir William T'emple

for his model [25]: yet, without his own accountof
this tranfaction, the great fhare he had in it could
only have been furmifed [36
1 . 1 f =1 Syt o g
There is reafon to believe, that, beflides thefe na-
tional concerns, our ambaflador employed himfelf

ufefully in favour of the houfe of 01:: 1ge. Hede
clared to the grand \ik'“ﬁ(ir ary [ 37], that, althougi
he had received no politive orders to that effect, yé
he would, to the utmoft of his power, promote th
x'il:"';'-x of the family, from a conviction, that the in-

ereft both of his own country and of the republi
1‘re.quu'cd it. His early connections with the young
and amiable of“”hprim‘r of that houfe were publicly
kknown [38]. The prince, who was then completing
his ftudies at the uni xuu_',lh , whenever he cameto

1{]& I lt.l‘ le.-, Wwdas a L\\' el , 8 IT1E rAIl‘l“‘C;[’ﬂ en 1; ‘1{-]\_,._5 h'l

the earl, who kept up a Lonﬁmi Uﬂlt_i‘}\): lenct
him, and continued, during his life, to be lm \'.EH
wifher, encourager, and friend. Though he could
}”'}t prevent the refolutions, by which the flates
Zealand, in conjunétion with thofe of Holland,
thought proper to fet afide the prince’s claim to i

tc
e 7 T
rquifates of Terveer fmd Fleflingen, he certainif

m
contributed a great deal to leflen the influence

1
f .‘mﬁ and earneftly ad:
nt ¢

ea
1blican p;l.n\'. ]I
me the 1tadtholder, and

.'EL'LE, the re-eftablifhz
1de the firft overtures nf the prince‘s marriagt
with the princefs royal of England, which was cot-
cluded fome time after[239]. When all thefe factsart

com h!l‘tﬁizf
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The combined, it will i‘carcn‘:lf,r be denied, that George II.  1732-
 de- had no lefs perfonal obligations to the earl of Chef- v
ned, terfield than the prince of Wales had had to lord
ho- Stanhope [40].
i_‘cift During lord Chefterfield’s refidence at the Hague,
his the duke of Lorrain, the intended hufband to the em-
nple peror’s eldeft daughter, and afterwards emperor
1tof himfelf, made a tour through England and Holland.
ould This young prince treated our ambaflador with par-
ticular marks of diftinétion and ﬁ‘icwdlhi{ on ac-

- count of his warm felicitations in favour of the houfe
nfelf of Auftria. This attachment extended even to his
e {ocial hours fo far that he chofe to be made a free-
gl mafon by lord Chefterfield, in a lodge compofed of
1{-:3,-_ his excellency, Mr. John Stanhope his brother, Mr.
» the Strickland nephew to the bithop of Namur [41], Dr.
& i Defaguliers [42], and one of his friends.
1blc To enjoy the fruits of his labors, and to recover his
it health, which, as well as his fortune, had been great-
h'd}_ ].} unpaucd, lord Chelterfield defired to bL recalled.
g His requeft was granted, and perhaps for the very
e fo reafon that had procured him his appointment, - the
dby fear of his acquiring too great an intereft with his fo-
with vereign. His diforder, which was the confequence of
r‘-*ﬂu‘l a fever, baffled for a long time the efforts of the pl
oulé ﬁuana, and the {welling of his legs could not |
s O | perfed in lefs than fix months [43].
j‘T‘ On the rcg_n-'i:r}-' of }}is health, he 1 ‘-’-“g__r'm to appear
ke ”S a ﬁt;ea]{er in the houfe of hmis_. We have tJLwa
:t—:ﬂ;{ ;u?n ;“,mt_ eloquence had been his favourite pwiuq
e Lm‘m ‘;‘- youth; and he frequently told his chaplair
2 ‘r‘_u., his return from his embafly, ihdt.n_ m:r.tm.l_e. d
i 1}0 ti:ltﬁl his powers to di hnmum himfelf as an
e ““1;11; e, at firft, appeared to be on good terms
i e 17111rnf‘ mir uitu [44], and "F')l}(\ltt‘d ’]‘ s me
< In the debate upon the reduction of the 1'1‘_115:1--

Dl
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1732. ber of troops from 18,000 to 12,000 men, he iy
v~ conjunétion with the duke of Argyle, ftood up one
of the firft to oppofe it. The argument he made ufe

of feemed to be convincing. He infifted, that the

prefent number was bT“i} fufficient for the fecurity

of the nation, but by no means confiderable t‘-nougﬁ

to infpire any fears. He profeffed, that he 11ﬂd too

-n.-;;.-;l an opinion of his countrymen, to think they
| be enflaved by fo fmall a body ; and of the
;j:-;"n‘;‘.-;;m:--.ﬁ. of the army, to imagine they would be
bafe enough to concur in fuch a defign. However
he may fince have varied in his opinion concerninga

itanding army, he never could be perfuaded to ap-

prove of a militia to replace it

Notwithitanding thefe ap pearances of harmony and
friendfhip, it was fcarcely to be t—'-}-;pf-L ed, that a real
or lafting confidence could be eftablifhed between
Sir Robert Walpole and lord Chefterfield. The for-
mer dreaded a rival, the latter could not brook 2 fi-
perior. The art of obliging was too well known to
the earl, too little to ihc minifter. Abfolute depend:
ence was expected by the one, and could not bt
fubmitted to by the other. An opportunity {oon of
fered, which difcovered both their difpofitions. The
excife fcheme [45] propofed by the minifter, perhaps
with a view to the intereft of his country, was prin-
:‘ipnlly difliked from an apprehenfion, that it might
add to his power, at the fame time that it increafed
the revenue. It was reprefented as an infringement
upon national liberty, as well as private fecurity and
honor. An univ tlﬂ‘.l clamor was L.litd l]LmLﬁtlﬂ
e kingdom ; the court experienced an almoft total
defertion ; and, finding fome of its firmeft friends on
le of oppofition [46], was at laft obliged to yield,

{= ]
&1

with reluctance ; and the minifter narrowly

.:Ir'l_(__t' r*-r_J Ve ‘T n tl: = ~1 e ,;__-]C 1-'.:1
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This was the decifive moment in which our earl
openly declared himfelf againft the miniftry. He ex-
prefled; in the firongelt terms, his difapprobation of
the fcheme, and his three brothers voted againft it in
the houfe of commons. Unable to ftem the impetu-
ofity of the torrent, Sir Robert gave way to it, "and
by this prudent conduct, at the fame time that he
preferved, or rather increafed, his influence with the
ruling power, he deteCted and rendered ineffectual
the projeéts of his enemies. To themfelves alone
their victory was fatal ; and the minifter, though in
general not of a vindictive turn, thought proper, if
not to infpire terror, at leaft to excite a degree of
caution by fome examples of feverity.

The two noblemen who firft experienced the ef-
fects of his refentment were lord Clinton [47] and
lord Chefierfield. Some regard was paid to the lat-
ter, at leaft in appearance ; and, to avoid the odium
of difplacing him, endeavours were ufed to induce
him torefign. But his lordfhip’s intentions were dif-
ferent ; he would liften to no folicitations, and, with
a view of becoming popular, was determined to fuf-
fer himfelf to be turned out. ‘The excife bill was
given up on the 11th of April, and the 13th was
fixed for the earl’s removal [48]. ‘That day, as he
came from the houfe of lords with the earl of Scar-
borough, and was going up the great fiairs at St.
Jameg’s, he was flopped by one of the duke of Graf-
ton’s {ervants, and told, that his grace had been that
morning at his houfe, and withed to fee him there,
on bufinefs of importance. The earl’s chariot not
being at hand, he was carried home by his friend,
and immediately followed by the duke of Grafton ;
who informed him, that he came by the king’s order
to demand the furrender of his wlit: ftaff. His lord-
fhip chearfully complied ; and, without attempting

any
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an¥y apology for his conduct, begged of his grace o
aflure his :11:—11'1-:1“?\5', that he was re Ml\ to facrifice every

thing for his fervice, except his honor and confa-

ence. Two days afterwards he wrote to the king,
and expreflfed the fame fentiments. Ths letter cer-
tainly did not leffen the efentment of a nionarch,
who, by his cotemporaries, is allowed to have bee
no diffembler. Lord Chefierfield took the firft op:
pm'l"n:-h-' of going to court; but he was fo far from
being Uiaumlh received, that, contrary to his for
mer intentions, he never again appeared in the roy
prefence, till the neceflity of the times occafioned hh
recall. His place of lord fteward was immediatel
after difpofed of in favour of the duke of Devon:
{hire,

The eclar, which attended the earl’s difimiffion,
was ftill increafed by the manner in which it wasar
nounced to the public. While the minifterial pe-
pers reprefented it in a light unfavourable to his lord-
thip, the pf'\litical publication, {fo well known under
the name of T he (:“’h’ [T, and in which lord Bo-
lingbroke, together with Mr. Pulteney and feverd
other perfons of rank, on the fide of U}'t*:::’hia‘_m, were
concerned, {pared no pains to intereft the nationin
his favor. 'The author, after enumerating his lord;
fhip’s fervices and eminent qualifications, concludd
his account in the following words [Jr_g_.-', L b
““ world feems greatly aftonithed at fo unexpected
an event; and thofe who are moft zealous for the
prefent royal Lmlll\.. orieve to fee o able and
m.mf 1l a fervant difmifl Hl in {o critical a conjunt
ture.” ‘Thefe inflaming expreflions were highlf

‘e
(4
(4
offenfive to the adminifiration, Lmd were accordinglf
{zverely criticifed in one of the papers under ther

e
ontroul J] The writer L..'\\LUIINI_E againit e
g to an account for the

choicé
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10 choice of his fervants; and upbraided the c-a_u'E, or 1732
very his friends, with ingratitude, after having received =
nfck fo many marks of royal favor. Some mifbehaviour

ing, or ITL'LHE-J.I{E, he faid, might have neceflitated his ma-

cer- jefty to remove one whom he had {o particularly

irch, "di{’fingui{hcd ; and he even hinted, that the reafons

»een for this removal might be difclofed, if the authority

op- of the houfe of lords, and the fear of an aétion for

rom Jeandalum magnatum, did not deter the boldeft man

for. from fpeaking the truth of a peer, if to his difad-

oyal vantage. Such illiberal infinuations engaged lord

1 his Chefterfield to fend a meflage, in writing, to an

tely anonymous author, who, in any other refpect,

Joit- would have been unworthy of his notice. He very

nobly and politely fet him at defiance, and gave
him leave, freely to fay what he knew, or what he

i
12: pleafed of him [51]. ‘This public call, however,
5 had no other effect than to draw, from the author,
UEI i an evalive ﬂ]‘li’\-x-er,ﬁfor which he was feverely lafhed
= in fome of the fubfequent Craftfmen [52].

Be- As lord Chefierfield had not ftood fingle in the of-
exd fence, neither was he the only object of refentment.
were The lords Cobham, Stair, and Weftmoreland, who
1 had declared their fentiments in the fame manner,
ord: came to him immediately after his difmiffion, and
ded made him the offer to furrender directly the employ-
The ments they held under the crown.  This he politely
fred declined ; und advifed them, even for the fake of
- the the caufe, to put the minifter to the trouble of tak-
and ing away their places. They accordingly were foon
ne after difmiffed ; and with the duke of Montrofe, the
shly carl of Marchmont, and the earl of Burlington, con-
glf fiderably increafed, in the houfe of lords, the party
et of the oppofition.

o
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