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s e c t i o n nr.

LoRD Chefterfield was three and thirty years
of age, when the crown of Great Britain devolved
on a prince, in whofe family and favor he had con-
tinued thirteen years. His fentiments, on this oc-
cafion, may eafily be conceived ; and he had an
early opportunity of expreffing them, as well as the
wifhes of the nation, in the fpeech he made in the
houfe of lords, to introduce the motion for the ad- *
drefs of condolence, of congratulation, and of
thanks to the king, a fortnight after the death of hisfather.

As the earl's joy, on this occafion, was natural,
his expectations muft likewife have been great . If
fufferings in the prince's caufe, if the refufal of con-
fiderable offers to detach him from his fervice, if
trials of zeal, and all the attentions of a courtier join-ed to the abilities of a ftatefman, could have fecur-
ed a mafter's affecYion, he had every reafori to hopethat he Ihould fucceed in a fhort time to the fame
degree of influenae and traft with George II . which
earl Stanhope had defervedly acquired withGeorge I.

The firft appearances, however, were different.
The lovereign, at his acceflion, feerried rather more
difpofed to forget former offences, than anxious to
reward paft fervices. Few changes were made in

public



MEMOIRS OF

public offices; the prince re-admitted feveral, who,
having formerly belonged to his court, had fmce
thought proper to defert itj and it was foon obferv-
ed that fome perfons, who had been moft in favor
with the late king, were likely to enjoy the fame in-
fluence under the prefent reign.

Whether the earl's attachment was thought fo
ftrong as not to require any immediate encourage-
ment, or whether a want of obfequioufnefs, even at
that early period [i ], diverted for fome timethe
courfe of royal favors from him, is uncertain. His
name, however, was not in the lift of promotions;
he kept only his poft of lord of the bed-chamber,
and was not even reftored to the place of captain
of the yeomen of the guard, which on his difmiffion
had been beftowed on the earl of Leicefter. Lord
Scarborough feemed to have been diftinguiflied
more early. He was immediately appointed maf-
ter of the horfe, and made a member of the privj
Council, into which lord Chefterfield was not admit-
ted tili fix months afterwards.

To perfons unacquainted with courts, it may ap-
pear that the nomination of the earl to the embafljf
of Holland [2] was not only a fufficient equivalent
for the rewards he might have expecled, but alfo an
earneft of future advancement . Perhaps it was in-
tended to be fo ; but thofe, who know by what pre-
carious tenure kingly favor is held, may fufpecl:that
the fear of giving his lordfhip further opportunities
of ingratiating himfelf with his mafter had fome
fhare in this promotion.

But whatever the minifter's views, in fending him
as ambaflador to the Hague , may have been, the
poft itfelf was equally fuited to lord Chefterfield's

|afte



LORD C HESTERFIELD . SECT . III. 47
tafte and abilities, and he was determined to diftin- 1728.
guifli himfelf in this ftation, that it might be a ftep —'v ^ 'to his further elevation.

The choice of his attendants was his firft objeöt,
and he was in general directed in it by the ftridteft
laws of decency and propriety. The honorable
John Stanhope, his brother, was, at his recommen-
dation, appointed fecretary of embalTy. In him, he
was fure to find an amiable companion and a true
friend ; but could neither expeft a guide, nor appre-
hend a rival. Indeed it was at all times his princi¬
pe , to fufFer no perfon about him, who might af-
fume the confequence of a prime minifter.

The other perfons, who compofed his family,
were either fuch as he himfelf perfedtly knew, or
who were recommended to him, by thofe, with
whom he was moft intimate. To lord Bolingbroke
he was indebted for the choice of his equerry Mr.
now colonel Rutter , a gentleman often mentionedwith diftindtion in his letters.

Dr . Broxholm, his friend as well as his phyfician,
a man of tafte as well as great fkill in his profeffion,
introduced to his lordihip his brother-in-law, who,
from a happy and fingular conformity of charaöter,
manners, and inclinations, foon became particularly
attached to him. He was a fecond fon, of a good
family, and about eighteen years old, His father
Anthony Hammond , efq; was one of the commiffi- \
oners of the navy, accounted a good fpeaker in |
parliament, and well known by the name of filver- \
tongued Hammond, given to him by lord Bojing- ■
broke. He was a man of wit, but, not unlike other
orators, wanted condudt, .and had, as lord Chefter- :
field ufed to fay, " all the fenfes but common fenfe."

He.
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1728. He, however, did not negleft the education of his
— ' fon, and fent him to Weftminfter fchool, where he

laid in a confiderable ftock of claffical and polite
learning, Born a poet, and endowed with a confi¬
derable fhare of fenfibility as well as delicacy, he
was particularly happy in imitating thofe great mal
ters of antiquity, whofe writings contain the moft
faithful reprefentations of the human 'heart, and in
paiticular that poet, who,in this refpeft, has excell-
ed them all, Tibullus . His life was a remarkable
inftance of the different ufe that can be made of
great talents, He divided his time between the
purfuit of pleafures and fafhiortable amufements,
and a clofe attention to his favorite ftudy of poe-
try ; but thefe two objects could not, at the farae
time, occupy his foul. When he was the man of
the world, the agreeable companion, the lively wit,
he entirely loft fight of books and ftudies. But
thefe times of diffipation were fueeeeded by intervals
of retirement. In thefe, which often lafted many
weeks, he fruit himfelf up, and devoted himfelf to
the fervice of his favorite authors • from whom he
afterwards returned to the world with a frefh ftock
of fancy and fpirits. His heart was a moft friendly
one, and he enjoyed every opportunity of oblig-
ing, in a manner peculiar to himfelf. The ambäf-
fador loved him with all Iiis fingularities, which in
fome meafure were his own. Their intimaey greff
to a very great degree, and fhewed itfelf, even after
the death of the poet.

But it was particularly from the hands of friend-
fnip that he reeeived his chaplain. Richard Chene-
vix, born in England, but of a diftinguifhed famil)'
>n France, was chofen for this office. This gen-
tleman's father, one of the unfortunate vidtims
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of perfecution, driven out of his native country by
the repeal of the edift of Nantz, had ferved as ex-
empt in a troop of horfe-guards, at the time that
lord Scarborough's father commanded that corps,
and afterwards died glorioufly at Blenheim, at the
head of the fecond fquadron of carabineers, of which
he was major. His fecond fon, who was the earl of
Scarborough's godfon, was educated at the univer-
fity of Cambridge, afterwards went into orders, and
was appointed domeftic chaplain to the earl of Scar-
borough, and to the lord Whitworth at the congrefs
of Cambray. On his return to England , lord Scar-
borough recommended him to lord Chefterfield, to
accompany him to Holland. The choice of a cler-
gyman, who underftood and could fpeak the
French and Englifh languages equally well, was
particularly proper, as it was then intended that the
earl, after ftaying fome time in Holland, fhould go
from thence ambailador to France [3] . Mr. Che-
nevix was told by his patron that he would then be
obliged to preach in French as well as in Englifh.
Lord Stair was the laft of the Englifh ambalfadors,
who had divine fervice performed in his chapel in the
language of the country ; and there is great reafon
to believe that lord Chefterfield would have followed
the example of his predeceffor, but he was not put
to the trial. The diftinguifhed manner, in which
he acquitted himfelf of the embaffy at the Hague [4],
engaged the king to continue him at that place
much longer than he at firft intended. The perfo-
nal regard which lord Chefterfield profeffed to his
death for this worthy clergyman, and the warm fen-
timents of affedtion which the bifhop of Waterford
retains for the memory of his patron, do equalhonor to both.

From
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From the nature of lord Chefterfield's education,
and his ftudious manner of life, but ftill much more
from his intercourfe with moft experienced ftatef-
men of difFerent principles, it may be judged , that
he had acquired no inconfiderable fund of political
knowledge ; yet he was diffident of himfelf, and
thought it proper to recur to other helps. We have
feen that a courfe of ledtures in civil law had been
the principal objedt of his ftudies at Cambridge ; but
thefe ledtures, even fuppofmg them to have been
well attended by him, did not comprehend the laws
and cuftoms of other countries. Immediately,
therefore, upon his arrival at the Hague , he ap¬
plied to a celebrated profeflbr[5] of the univerfity
of Leyden ; and, at his recommendation, took into
his houfe a gentleman who was perfedtly well qua-
lified to inftrudt him in the fcience both of the civil
law and the imperial code.

But lord Chefterfield was thoroughly fenfible,
that knowledge alone, however extenfive, would
avail him but little in his political career, unlefs
adorned with other minifterial accomplifhments.
He wifhed to be a man of the world, as well asa
man of bufmefs; and had ftrongly imbibed the
idea, that labour and pleafure were not incompa-
tible, and that the one contributed to heighten the
tafte of the other. His firft occupation in the morn-
ing was to write his difpatches; and , as he left little
for his fecretary to do, he frequently ftaid in his
room tili dinner-time, unlefs bufinefs called him out.
Sometimes he returned there in the afternoon ; but,
in general, like thofe of the famous De Witt [6],
his evenings were fperit in affemblies and amufe-
ments [7] . Thefe very amufements furnifhed him
with many opportunities, which he never negledted,
of üudying charadters; fo that, in the midft of his

' pleafures,
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pleafures, he never loft fight of his main objeft , 1728
which was, to diftinguifh himfelf as a man of bufi-
nefs.

In the middle of the year 1728 he arrived at the
Hague . This village is juftly confidered as the
capital of the United Provinces, and, almoft for
thefe two centuries paft, has been the center of the
moft important negociations [8] . A foreign mi-
nifter cannot be in a better fchool for improving his
talents, and exercifing his patience, both from the
chara&er of the nation, and from the nature of its
conftitution. As this difFers, in many refpefts, from
that of moft other modern ftates ; and as, among
the ancient, none comes nearer to it than the con-
federacy of the Acheans ; it will not be improper to
infert here a fhort fjtetch of it.

It confifts of feven provinces, various in extent,
unequal in force, and often divided in intereft.
Each of the provinces is compofed of feveral towns
or cities, every one of which has its own govern-
ment and laws, and is as independent of its neigh-
bours, as the provinces are both of each other and
of the ftate. Supreme authority refides in every
part, and common intereft affords the only bond of
union. In order to carry on the public concerns, a
certain number of deputies from each province
meet, at ftated times, at the Hague , and compofe
what is called, the Aüembly of the States Gene¬
ral [9] . The majority there decides, but only in
common matters [10]. Affairs of importance, fach
as war, taxes, navigation, the regulation of the co-
lonies, &c. are referred to each of the provinces ;
and although each of them has its own ftates, thefe
cannot give their final confent tili they have pro-
cured the fufFrages of every one of the voting towns.
This previous application to each of thefe fingle

commtl-
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1728. communities, and their approbation, are feldom dif.
*-y— 1 penfed with, except in cafes where neceffity takes

place of law. The difficulttes in obtaining this una-
nimity are great, and the inconveniencies attending
it obviqus ; difpatch and fecrecy can never be ex^
pecled, and the door is left open for cabals and ma-
chinations. It fometimes happens, that the refufal
of one frnall town ftops a refolution ; and that its
confent cannot be obtained without fome ftipulation
in favor of one of the magiftrates [11]. Thefe in¬
conveniencies are, in great meafure, prevented,
when the republic has a chief, of power and influ-
ence fufficient to preyail over private intereft and
intrigues [12]. When there is no ftadfholder, as
was the cafe during lord Chefterfield's embaflies,
the great officers of ftate fupply his place, thougli
deftitute of his power. Their acknowledged talents
and experience procure them the confidence of the
provinces, and their advice is generally followed.
The principal of thefe officers bears the title of
grand penfionary of Holland, and was formerly
ftiled their advocate [13] . He is conftantly ap-
pointed by the province of Holland, which, though
only the fecond in rank, is by far the moft con-
fideraWe in opulence and credit [ 14]. The pen¬
fionary regularly attends the meeting of the States
General, as well as thofe of his province, and he
may be looked upon as prime minifter [15]. Itis
with him that foreign minifters negociate, and that
thofe of the States in foreign courts correfpond. He
is elecled only for five years ; but he may be, and
moft commonly is, continued at the expiration of
that term. The importance of this poft has ever,
excluded from it perfons of inferior abilities; and
the lift of thofe, ■who have filled it, contains the
refpeftable names of Barneveit, Catz [ r6] , De Witt,
Fagel , Heinfius [17], &c. Slingeland, an old

an4



LORDCHESTERFIELD . SECT . III. 53
and experienced magiftrate of one of the principal 1728.
towns, at the time of lord Chefterfield's embafly, '-^ v~
occupied that important place ; as Fagel moft ably
filled that of Greffier, or fecretary of ftate. With
thefe two, but chiefly with the firft, our ambaflador
contradted a greater intimacy than it is comrnonly
fuppofed can fubfift between the prime minifter of
one power and the ambaflador of another [18] ; butlord Chefterfield's own account of the nature of their
conneclion, is fufficient to remove this feeming in-
confiftency[19]. " Mr. Slingeland," fays he, " was
" the ableft minifter, and the greateft man I ever
" knew, I may juftly call him my friend, my maf-
" ter, and my guide, for I was then quite new in
"bufinefs ; he inftrufted me* he loved me, he
" trufted me/ ' The man, who- having had fuch
obligations to another, fcruples not to own them,
muft himfelf be very great.

The ambaflador found a moft ufeful afliftant in
James Dayrolles, his majefty's refident at the
Hague . The regard he had for that old and ex¬
perienced minifter did not ceafe at the death of the
latter, but was transferred to his nephew, the prefent
Mr. Solomon Dayrolles. This gentleman, who
poflefled his iordlhip's confidence and friendfhip,
and kept up an uninterrupted correfpondence with
him, after having fucceilively and moft ably filled
the pofts of refident minifter at the Hague , and
minifter and commiflary pienipotentiary at Bruneis,
is now retired from public employments, and en-
joys that general refpeft which is juftly due to hisfervices and merit

. The minifters of the other princes, who were at
the Hague during the Cime period with lord Chef-
terfield, were chiefly men of eminence, who were
far advanced in the political career when his lord-

fh'ip
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1728. mip was commencing it. As the interefts of their
1— r —' refpe&ive courts were very difFerent from thofe of

Great Britain, he was obliged to keep a watchful eye
over them, to penetrate into their fecrets, while he
concealed his own, and to oppofe or prevent the'tr
plans and intrigues, by fupporting, at the fame
time, the almoft irreconcileable charafter of their
perfonal friend and political adverfary. The fuaviii!
in modo, fortiter in re, which he afterwards fo
lirongly recommended to his fon, together with the
■voltifciolti& penßeriflrelti, became rules as familiär
to htm as they were neceffary. He converfed, with-
out any apparent prejudice, with the heads of the
oppofite parties in Holland ; he direfted his purfuits
to a conftant point of view, and carried them on
without heat or affedtation, but with firmnefs and
perfeverance. He fometimes was beft pleafed wlieo
he appeared leaft fo, and often concealed his diffi-
culties under the mafk of eafe and indifference.

The marquis of Fenelon, heir to the merit as well
as to the name of the author of Telemachus [20],
had, for fome years, been ambaffador from the
court of France , when lord Chefterfield firft came
to the Hague . Thefe two noblemen were both
young , poffeffed of fimilar talents, and equally de-
firous of diftinguifhing themfelves. Actuated bya
powerful fpirit of emulation, they ftrove to excel
each other in induftry and application, as well as in
politenefs and fplendor, and were no lefs attentive
to fupport the dignity of their charadters than the
authority of their refpe&ive nations.

1729. Great Britain, France , and the United Provinces,
were at that time engaged in one common caufe.
Their objecT: was, to maintain the peace of Eürope,
and to extinguifh the flames of a general war, which

were
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were beginning to break out. The emperor Charles
VI. and Philip V. king of Spain had for a while fuf-
pended their animofities, and had entered into an
alliance, in order to be revenged on thofe whö in-
terpofed to prevent them from purfuing their reci-
procal claims. This forced the Englifh miniflersinto a ftri&er union with thofe of France. The
emperor being highly diffatisfied with the king of
Great Britain, not merely becaufe his majefty had
declined the office of mediator between him and his
rival, but more efpecially on account of his refufing
to become a guarantee of his poffeffions after his
death, threatened his new elettoral acquifitions;
and, notwithftanding the reprefentations of the
United Provinces, endeavoured to eftablifh an Eaft
India Company at Oftend. The king of Spain, on
his fide, finding an infurmountable oppofition from
the Britifh nation to the cellion of Gibraltar, which
fome indecifive exprefhons, in a letter from the late
king [21], had induced him to demand, attempted
the redudtion of that important fortrefs, and refufed
to reftore feveral fhips illegally taken in America,
as well as to give fatisfa&ion to the Dutch on their
commercial complaints.

Notwithftanding thefe hoftile proceedings, the
view of the two princes was not to break with the
maritime powers ; but rather to engage them, as
parties, in their difputes. An eftablifhment for
the Spanifh prince, Don Carlos, in Italy, had been
the great objeft of the court of Spain, and was as
warmly oppofed by that of Vienna. Neither the
congrefs of Cambray, nor that of SoifTons, had been
able, in the courfe of many years, to adjuft the man¬
ner and conditions of this fettlement ; and nothing
feemed remaining but the alternative of a rupturewith either of the two courts. France couid not

have
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i729. have avoided taking part in fuch a war, for which
■/ 'VV3 fhe was not as yet fufficiently prepared . It was,

therefore, thought proper to detach Spain from her
nevv conneclions with the Imperial court, and tore-
concile her with England and France . This was
efFefted by the treaty concluded and figned at
Sevilla, in the month of November 1729. AnEng-
lifh fleet was promifed to the infant of Spain, to
protedl the landing of fix thoufand of his country-
men in Italy, and to fecure to him the eventual fuc-
ceflion to Parma and Placentia.

Philip and his father, on their part , together will
the French king, guaranteed all the poiTeflions of
the Britifh crown in every part of the world, ac-
cording to former treaties ; and this was fuppofed
to imply a formal renunciation of Gibraltar and Mi-
norca. They likewife agreed to refpeft for the fu-
ture the Britifh trade in America, and to reftore the
fhips that had been feized. The Dutch , at laft ac-
ceding to the treaty , obtained a fatisfaftion with re-
gard to their complaints ; and his Catholic majefty
promifed to concur in the abolition.of the Oftend
Company. He even confented, which none of his
predecelTors had done, to allow the States their title
of high and mighty , and to treat with them, in
every refpedl, as with crowned heads [22].

The perfons concerned in this negociation were
thofe who had been employed as plenipotentiariesat
the congrefs of SoifTons. Colonel Stanhope was ont
of them ; and, on account of this and other fervices,
he was foon after created a peer, by the title of lord
Harrington , and appointed ambaffador to the conti
of Madrid . Mr. Horace Walpole, the prime mi-
nifter's brother, was, however, fuppofed to havt
been principal agent in this treaty, which he ever
after defended vrith great warmth [23] . It dfles

not
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not appear, that tbe earl of Chefterfield was con- 1729-cerned in this tranfadtion, any otherwife than in ' r
giving notice of it, by order of his court, to the
States General, from whom, as well as from the em-
peror, it had long been concealed. Were we to form
any conjettures, from the decifive part which his
lordfhip afterwards took in the parliamentary de-
bates relative to Spain, we fhould be induced to fuf-
peft , that the treaty never met with his approbation
[24]-

The eftablifhment of a new Eaft India Company
at Altena, under the protection of the king of Den-
mark, had lately been attempted . Subfcriptions for
it were folicited even in Holland ; and the defire of
gain encouraged feveral monied people to become
adventurers in this undertaking . Great Britain could
not patiently fuffer, any more than the United Pro-
vinces, fuch a fcheme to be carried into execution.
The ambaffador's pen was ufefully employed in the
fupport of their rights, and the mafterly memoir
which he compofed 011 this occafion, in conjun&ion
with one of the deputies of the States, was delivered
by him to the Danifh minifter at the Hague [25].
Their oppolltion was fuccefsful; and this Company,
as well as that of Oftend, was foon afterwards en-
tirely abolifhed.

Lord Chefterfield had a ftill greater fhare in a
matter feemingly of lefs confequence, but which
nearly concerned his mafter, as eledtor of Hanover.
The king of Pruffia had married his fifter, and a new
alliance between the two families, by means of a
double marriage, had been propofed on the acceffion
of George II. to the crown ; and , on account of fome
matters of punftilio, refufed [26]. « The ties of
" blood," fays an energetic writer [27], " have but
" a feeble hold on princes. Thus , notwithftandingVol . I, E " the
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1729. w thecourtsof Berlin andHanöver were fo nearlyre-
—-y™—' " lated,interefthadfetthem at variance,not only will

" regard to the affair of Mecklenburg , but alfo on
" certain family claims, at that time unadjufted; as
" likewife, that there was 3 fort of rivalfhip between
" the families, and any accefs of intereft and powo
" to the one was füre to-give umbrage to the other."
Levies of men were forcibly raifed in the Hanoverian
dominions by Pruffian emiifaries; and thefe pro-
ceedings occafioned retaliations on the fide of Ha¬
nover. The two rnonarchs feit themfelves offenden1
ftill more as private gentlemen than as fovereigns;
and, as both poifefled great perfonal bravery, the
repetition of the feene between CharlesV. and Fran¬
cis I. was talked of. If royal difputes were fuffered
to be fettled in this manner, contentions between
erown-heads would be more rare and lefs deftruc-
tive. In the prefent cafe, the delirant reges pleäut;
Pur Achivi was, for the thoufandth time , likely to
have been verified. The country of Hanover was
threatened with an invafion, which it was but ill-pre-
pared tb1 refift. Mo affiftance from England could
reafonably be defired, or obtained without diffi-
culty ; as, by the ad of fettlement , the kingdora
was not to be concerned in the wars of the eleäo
rate, and no pretence could be alledged to elude•
this article. Our ambafTador's zeal was happily ex-
erted in preventing the confequences of this difpute.
On Iiis application to the Staates, a-letter was written,
in their name, to the king of Pruffia, to intreat him
to fufpend hoftilities, and liften to conciliatory terms
[28]. To add weight to'this letter , feveral Dutcb
regiments reeeived orders to march tovvards Cleves
This ftep had the defired effecT: ; an arbitration was
propofed and aeeepted ; and foon after an aecorn-
modation took place, which did not, however, pro-
duce a fincere reconciliation between the brothö
längs'. The
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The education of kings cari hardly permit them 1729-
to feel ltke men. Happy thofe, whofe hearts are ^
not infenfible to the calls of gratitude and huma-
nity ! That of George II. was for the moft part in a
ftate of neutrallty ; but , if any thing could roufe him
from that indifference, it certainly was his native
country. As his firft movements were generally on
the fide of juftice and of truth, he expreffed his ap-
probation of lord Chefterfield's conducl, with a
warmth not very ufual to him ; and it may be pre-
fumed, that, being at Hanover, he expreffed thefe
fentiments with lefs referve than he might have done
in London. In that eapital of his little empire, he
thought himfelf greater than any where elfe, and he
enjoyed in it more freedom and more happinefs.
He had with him none of his Englifh minifters, ex-
cept lord Townfhend , who ftill occupied the place .
of fecretary of ftate, but had loft the influence in the
cabinet which he pofleffed under the late king. Be¬
ing now reduced to act a fecondary part, he wifhed
for an opportunity of recovering his former fupe-
riority ; and having facured, as he fiattered himfelf,
a private intereft with his mafter, he thought the pre-
fent inftant favourable, and refolved to'try the expe-
riment, however hazardous it might be. The other
fecretary of ftate was the dukeof Newcaftle,formerly
obnoxious to the king [29], but reconciled to him
by fir Robert Walpole and the queen, who at St.
James's at leaft, had more than a deliberative voice.
Lord Townfhend attempted to remove the duke;
and, in order to lefl'en the influence of his rival, and
to increafe his own, he was defirous of having his
friend lord Chefterfield for his colleague. Thefe
views, however, he concealed, and only acquainted
him, that, as the king appeared pleafed with his ne-
gociation, he would do well, when he waited upon
his majefty at Helvoet-Sluys, to defire the permiffion

E 2 of
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17 29, of attending him to London, on account of private
—' bufinefs. Thus far every thing fucceeded. The ara-

balfador was gracioufly received by the monardi;
who thanked him for his fervices, and readily granted
bis requeft. It may be prefumed, that lord Townf-
hend had received fome encouragement from his
mafter to perfifl in his fcheme ; but the private ca-
binet had not been confulted, and it was too alert
and powerful not to baffle this attempt [30]. Lord
Townfhend , far from being able to difplace the
d'uke of Newcaftle, was himfelf forced to refign;
and lordChefterfield , inftead of being made fecre-
tary of ftate, few lord Harrington fucceed his friend
in that office,

1-730, His difappointment was, in fome meafure, made
up to him by the place of high fteward of his raa-
jeliy 's houfhold [31} and the gärferv v/hich had been
the fupreme objeft of his wilhes.- He was inftalled
at Windfor the 18th of June , with the d ûke of Cum-
berland , and at the expence of the fovereign, who
was prefent at the ceremony. He foon<after lefi
England [32], and returned to his poft..

Bufinefs of importance awaited him in Holland.
The emperor was highly difpleafed, that the treaty
of Seville had been concluded ; and Philip V. was
no lefs fo, that it füll remained unexecuted. France,
fmce the birth of the dauphin in 1729, had renewed
her cid connexions with the court of Madrid, and
was projecting new fchemes againft the houfeof
Auftria. The maritime powers were accufed, not
altogether without reafon, of having delayed the
promifed conveyance of the Infant into Italy.

The French ambalfador preiTed the States to ful-
fil their engagements and break off with the em¬
peror and the Spanifli ambafiador at Paris openlf

declared,
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declared, that, thefe engagements haykg been vio-
lated by the allies, his mafter would no loriger be
reftrained by thofe he had entered into [33]. No¬
thing could be more inconfiftent with the interefts
of Great Britain than to commence a war with the
houfe of Auftria. Far from defiring to deftroy the
only barrier againft the rifing and afpiring power of
the Bourbons, both the Englifh and Dutch fincerely
wifhed it might be ftrengthened. The ancient fyf-
tem, too long negledted, was now to be revived ;
and the Imperial court was to be induced, by fome
equivalent, to defift from its oppofition to the treaty
of Seville. This would have been a difficult tafk, if
particular reafons had not difpofed the emperor to
comply with the folicitations of his former allies. He
had no male heir, and earneftly wifhed that his he-
reditary dominions might, after his death, pafs undi-
vided to one of Iiis daughters. Such an arrangement
had been long before propofed, and was called the
pragmatic fandtion. By the French it was rejected
at the congrefs of Soiffons, for this piain reafon, that
it was contrary to their views ever fince the admini-
ftration of cardinal Richelieu. The Britifh cabinet at
the fame time, though ftrongly folicited by the Im¬
perial court, declined entering into this engage-
ment. But circumftances were altered ; the political
mift began to difperfe, and the miniftry were appa-
rently difpofed to purchafe, at any price, the emper-
or's confent, both to the Seville articles, and to the
Abolition of the Oftend Company. A fecret negocia-
tion was accordingly fet on foot at the Hague , be-
tween the Britifh ambaffador, the Imperial envoy
[34], and the grand penfionary of Holland . The
articles, being fettled among the three minifters,
were fent to the court of Vienna ■, where, after fome
private liipulation in favor of Hanover, and withoul:
waiting for the deliberations ofthe United Pro vinces,

the
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1731. the treaty was figned on the iöth of March. The
—f —* confent of the States to the treaty was afterwards de-

manded in form, and with fome difficulty obtained,
This fecret and important negociation did great ho-
nor to the conciliatory talents of lord Chefterfield,
who in this, as well as in feveral other parts of Iiis
miniftry, feems to have taken Sir William Temple
for his model [35] : yet, without his own account of
this tranfaclion, the great fhare he had in it could
only have been furmifed [36] .

1732. There is reafon to believe, that, befides thefe na¬
tional concerns, our ambafTador employed hirnfelf
ufefully in favour of the houfe of Orange. He de-
clared to the grand penhonary [37], that, although
he had received no pofitive orders to that effeft,yet
he would, to the utmoft of his power, promote the
views of the family, from a conviction, that the in-
tereft both of his own country and of the republic
required it. His early connecYions with the young
and amiable offspring of that houfe were publicly
known [38]. The prince, who was then completing
his ftudies at the univerfity, whenever he came to
the Hague , was always magnificentiy entertained by
the earl,who kept up a conftant correfpondence with
him, and continued, during his life, to be his well-
wifher, encourager, and friend. Though he could
not prevent the refolutions, by which the ftates of
Zealand, in conjunclion with thofe of Holland,
thought proper to fet afide the prince's claim to the
marquifates of Terveer and Fleflingen, he certainly
contributed a great deal to leflen the influence of
the republican party . He forefaw, and earneftly ad-
vifed, the re-eftablifhment of the riadtholder, and
made the firft overtures of the prince's marriage
with the princefs royal-of England , which was con-
cluded fome timeafter [39]. When all thefe faäsare

combined,
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comb'med, it will fcarcely be denied, that George II. J
had no lefs perfonal obligaüons to the earl of Chef¬
terfield than the prince of Wales had had to lord
Stanhope [40].

Düring lord Chefterfield's refidence at the Plague,
the duke of Lorrain, the intended hufband to the em-
peror's eldeft daughter, and afterwards emperor
himfelf, made a tour through England and Holland.
This young prince treated our ambalfador with par-
ticular marks of diftincYion and friendfhip, on ac-
count of his warm folicitations in favour of the houfe
of Aultria. This attachment extended even to his
focial hours fo far that he chofe to be made a free-
mafon by lord Chefterfield, in a lodge compofed of
his excejlency, Mr. John Stanhope his brother, Mr.
Strickland nephew tothe bifhop of Namur [41], Dr.
Defaguliers[42], and one of his friends.

To enjoy the fruits of his labors, and to recover hie
health, which, as well as his fortune, had been great-
ly impaired, lord Chefterfield defired to be recalled.
His requeft was granted, and perhaps for the very
reafon that had procured him his appointment , the
fear of his acquiring too great an intereft v/ith his fo-
vereign. His diforder, which was the confequence of
a fever, baffled for a long time the efForts of the phy-
ficians, and the fwelling of his legs could not be dif-
perfed in lefs than fix months [43].

On the recovery of his health, he began to appear
as a fpeaker in the houfe of lords. We have already
feen that eloquence had been his favourite purfuit
fromhisyouth -, and he frequently told his chaplain,
before his return from his embaffy, that he intended
to exert all his powers to diftinguifh himfelf as an
orator. He, at firft, appeared to be on good terms.
with the prime minifler [44], and fupported his mea-
fures. In the debate upon the reduclion of the num-

ber
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ber of troops from 18,000 to 12,000 men, he in
conjuncYion with the duke of Argyle , ftood up one
of the lirft to oppofe it. The argument he made ufe
of feemed to be convincing. He infifted, that the
prefent number was barely fufficient for the fecurity
of the nation, but by no means confiderable enough
to infpire any fears. He profeiTed, that he had too
good an opinion of his countrymen , to think they
couid be enflaved by fo fmall a body ± and of the
gentlemen of the army, to imagine they would be
bafe enough to concur in fuch a defign. However
he may fince have varied in his opinion concerninga
ftanding army, he never could be perfuaded to ap-
prove of a militia to replace it.

Notwithitanding thefe appearances of harmony and
friendfhip, it was fcarcely to be expecled, that a real
or lafting confidence could be eitablifhed between
Sir Robert Walpole and lord Chefterfield. The for¬
mer dreaded a rival, the latter could not brook a fu-
perior. The art of obliging was too well known to
the earl, too little to the minifter. Abfolute depend-
ence was expefted by the one, and could not be
fubmitted to by the other. An opportunity foon of-
fered, which difcovered both their difpofitions. The
excife fcheme [45] propofed by the minifter, perhaps
with a view to the intereft of his country , was prin-
cipally difliked from an apprehenfion, that it might
add to his power, at the fame time that it increafed
the revenue. It was reprefented as an infringement
upon national liberty, as well as private fecurity and
honor. An univerfal clamor was raifed throughout
the kingdom ; the court experienced an almoft total
defertion ; and, finding fome of its firmelt friends on
the fide of oppofition [46], was at lalt obliged to yield,
though with reluctance ; and the minifter narrowly
cicaped being involved in the fate of his bill.
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This was the decifive moment in which our earl 1732-

openly declared himfelf againft the miniftry. He ex- *"
preffed, in the ftrongeft terms, his difapprobation of
the fcheme, and his three brothers voted againft it in
the houfe of commons. Unable to ftem the impetu-
ofity of the torrent, Sir Robert gave way to it, *and
by this prudent conducl, at the fame time that he
preferved, or rather increafed, his influence with the
nüing power, he detedted and rendered ineffedtual
the projedts of his enemies. To themfelves alone
their vidtory was fatal ; and the minifter, though in
general not of a vindidtive turn, thought proper, if
not to infpire terror, at leaft to excite a degree of
caution by fome examples of feverity.

The two noblemen who firft experienced the ef-
fedts of his refentment were lord Clinton [47] and
lord Chefterfield. Some regard was paid to the lat¬
ter, at leaft in appearance ; and, to avoid the odium
of difplacing him, endeavours were ufed to induce
him to refign. But his lordfhip's intentions were dif-
ferent ; he would liften to no folicitations, and, with
a view of becoming populär, was determined to fuf-
fer himfelf to be turned out. The excife bill was
given up on the uth of April, and the 13m was
fixed for the earl's removal [48]. That day, as he
came from the houfe of lords with the earl of Scar-
borough, and was going up the great ftairs at St.
James's, he was ftopped by one of the duke of Graf-
ton's fervants, and told, that his grace had been that
morning at his houfe, and wifhed to fee him there,
on bufmefs of importance. The earl's chariot not
being at hand, he was carried home by his friend,
and immediately followed by the duke of Grafton ;
who informed him, that he came by the king's order
to demand the furrender of his white ftaff. His lord-
fhip chearfully complied ; and, without attempting

any
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1732, any apology For his conducl, begged of Iiis grace to
v~~"~) affure his majefty, that he was ready to facrifice every

thing for his fervice, except his honor and conici-
ence. Two days afterwards he wrote to the king,
and expreffed the fame fentiments. This letter cer-
tainly did not leflen the refentment of a monarcb,
who, by his cotemporaries, is allowed to have beert
no diffembler. Lord Chefterfield took the firft op-
portunity of going to court ; but he was fo far frorn
being gracioufly received, that, contrary to his for¬
mer intentions, he never again appeared in the royal
prefence, tili the neceffity of the times occafioned Ms
recall. His place of lord fteward was immediately
after difpofed of in favour of the duke of Devon-
fhire.

The echt, which attended the earl's difmiffion,
was ftill Lncreafed by the manner in which it was an-
nounced to the public. While the minifterial pa-
pers reprefented it in a light unfavourable to his lord-
fhip, the political publication, fo well known under
the name of 7"he Craftftnan, and in which lord Bo-
lingbroke, together with Mr. Pulteney and feveral
other perfons of rank, on the fide of oppofition, were
concerned, fpared no pains to intereft the nation in
his favor. The author, after enumerating his lord-
fliip's fervices and eminent qualifications, concluded
his account in the following words [49]. " The
" world feems greatly aftonifhed at fo unexpefted
" an event ^ and thofe who are moft zealous for the
" prefent royal family, grieve to fee fo able and
" faithful a fervant difmifled in fo critical a conjunc-
" ture." Thefe infiaming expreffions were highly
offenfive to the adminiflration, and were accordingty
feverely criticifed in one of the papers under their
controul [50]. The writer exclaimed againft the
indecency of calling the king to an account for the



LORD CHESTERF1ELD . SECT . III. 6?
choice of his fervants ; and upbraided the earl, or 1732-
his friends, with ingratkude , after having received *—
fo many marks of royal favor. Some mifbehaviour
or miflake, he faid, might have neceflkated his ma-
jefty to remove one whom he had fo particularly
diftinguifhed; and he even hinted, that the reafons
for this removal might be difclofed, if the authority
of the houfe of lords, and the fear of an aelion for
fcandalum magnatum, did not deter the boldeft man
from fpeaking the truth of a peer, if to Iiis difad-
vantage. Such illiberal infmuations engaged lord
Chefterfield to fend a meifage, in writing, to an
anonymous author, who, in any other refpeft,
would have been unworthy of his notice. He very
nobly and politely fet him at defiance, and gave
him leave, freely to fay what he knew, or what he
pleafed of him [51] . This public call, however,
had no other effeft than to draw, from the author,
an evafive anfwer, for which he was feverely lafhed
in fome of the fubfequent Craftfmen[52].

As lord Chefterfield had not ftood fingle in the of-
fence, neither was he the only objedt of refentment.
The lords Cobham, Stair, and Weftmoreland , who
had declared their fentiments in the fame manner,
came to him immediately after his difmiffion, and
made him the offer to flirrender directly the employ-
ments they held under the crown. This he politely
declined; and advifed them, even for the fake of
the caufe, to put the minifter to the trouble of tak-
ing away their places. They accordingly were foon
after difmiffed; and with the duke of Montrofe, the
earl of Marchmont, and the earl of Burlington, con-
fiderably increafed, in the houfe of lords, the party
of the oppofition.
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