UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

Miscellaneous works Of The Late Philip Dormer Stanhope,
Earl Of Chesterfield

Consisting Of Letters to his Friends, never before printed, And Various
Other Articles

Chesterfield, Philip Dormer Stanhope of
Dublin, 1777

Section V.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-52184

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-52184

B Co G0N 1V,

1732 I\I all ftates, where 1?*—-'- management of ll'lL) ic af-
""'"'i'—""" fairs, though committed to the care of a few, is fib-
ject to the contibnl BEithe many, '1|H'c1"f-:nr;ﬁ:s of
-op"nTon and of party muft neceffarily arife. Where
fenatesand public affemblies cangive or uhliuhw
aflent to the ci\, \ands of acourt ; ﬂnd,what is of mofe
confequence, where they have the power of with-
holding or difpenfing the wealth of the nation, each
vote acquires a value, and every man rifes in efti
mation, in proportion to his abilities or credit. The
authority of the minifter depends on the fuperiority
. of his talents, or the extent of his influence : and as
it is impofiible he thould preferve his power at court,
but by his intereft in the money -g1uimg houfe, as lord
Chefterfield fomewhere exprefles it, he can :a:‘dl_}'
maintain his ground, unlefs he find fome method of
attaching to the court the majority of the membes.

Oppofition, therefore, muft always be a minort-
ty, and, as pr:i'!tica! queftions feldom admit of cer-
tainty, and frequently are of 1o great importance,
honeft men may divide on either fide, and vote for
or againit the miniftr s ‘.‘.ILJ a fincere belief that

they are acting for the good of their country [1
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IV.

In general it may be prefumed, that the perfon at
the helm means to fteer right; and that, if he is
fometimes engaged in a wrong courfe, his error
proceeds more from neceflity than inclination. His
wifeft {chemes are frequently oppofed; he finds
himfelf obliged to decomiplith his defigns by indirect
means, and, as he ventures on hazardous experi-
ments, thofe who create his perplexities are ever
ready to triumph in his miftakes, and make their
profit of his lofles.

Adminiftration commonly aéts under one head ;
oppofition has all the difadvantages of anarchy and
confufion. Popularity, or the affeCtation of it, is
the aim of the leaders. Obtained with difficulty,
it is not to be preferved but by unremitted induftry.
All who are led by vanity, intereft, or caprice, to
imagine themfelves of confequence to their country,
nlift under the banners of patriotifm. Their army
is generally compofed of troops, which, with unequal
difcipline and different expectations, engage on the
fame fide with no other view than that of fharing
the {poil after victory, or of fupplanting each other
inthe divifion. Each chief is flattered, and no one
harfhly rejeted. Hence every day produces new
plans, new allotments of office, new expedients to
retain the wavering [2], new attempts to recover
the loft.

Add to all this, that the minifter is mafter of his
ground. He chufes his opportunities, and, never
unprepared himfelf, has many afliftants at hand to
tupply him with arguments and facts. The oppofer
commonly fees but in part, has often fhort notice,
and can hardly ever divide the bufinefs in a proper
manncramong his aflociates. Yet, notwithftanding

the difadvantages ariling from his fituation, preju-
:’i"|'-|r:\-- -
59 il

°5, and refentments, a popular tribune, in a
country
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~was the laft of his tranquillity. The oppofition
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country like this, 1s a mofit ufeful man. Everon
the watch, he awes minifters into vigilance and eir-

cumf{pection, and if he does not defend the con
tion from every wound, he fecures it from fuch as
might prove incurable and fata

“It 15 difficult for a writer, engaged in a work like

this, to divelt himfelf entirely of prejudice. Truth
15 often infcrutable, and, when difcovered, cannot
always be imparted with fafety. All that can be
expected is, that he fhould make ufe of the beft ma-
terials he can find [3]; that he fhould fieer a mid-
dle courfe between the oppofite accounts, and ena-
ble as well as defire his readers to judge for them-
felve

For twelve years the minifter had reigned with-
out much oppofition ; but the year of the excife-bill
had
gained an advantage, and, from their prefent tri-
umph, were ﬁﬂC()Ulclng to attempt frefh attacks
The officers of the South Sea company, who, not-
withftanding their delinquency, were fuppofed to be
favored by the minifter, were called upon to pre-
duce their accounts ; which were "Jun\'l both confuf-
ed and defedtive. The chI ofa
eftates of the late dire@ors was likew '1' inquired -
to, and the conduct of :1{1rmnahrauu.u:*g, il refpectto
this difpofal, was feverely, though unfuccefsfutly, ar-
raigned.  Great fault was found with the manner
of bringing into parliament the bill for fettling a
portion upon the princefs royal of England, now
engaged to the prince of Orange. In thefe feveral
debates, lord Chefterfield bore a principal part,
and he joined in one of the protefis.

of the forfeited

No fooner was his lordthip freed from the fhackles
of a court, than he fubmitted to the chains of ma-
trimony-
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trimony. He had; indeed, fallen into fome gallan-
tries before.  From one of his connetions, during
his embafly in Holland, he had a {on, who foon be-
came the object of his fondnefs as well as of his
cares. But his ferious addrefles had, many years
before, been paid to Melofina de Sch1.11{-53'1"['}1.1}‘%, a
young lady belonging to one of the moft confidera-
ble families in Germany [4]. Niece to the dutchefs
of Kendal, fhe had been particularly diftinguifhed
by the late king, and was created by him, in 1722,
a peerefs of Great Britain, under the titles of coun-
tefsof Walfingham and baronefs of Aldborough.
Her fortune was fuitablé to her rank ; and the ami-
ablenefs of her character, the accomplithments of
her mind, her tafte for the fine arts, and in particu-
lar for mufic, rendered her a fit companion for lord
Chefterficld. By her tendernefs and virtues, fhe
merited all the returns he could make; and by her
prudent management, fhe helped to retrieve and
improve his long-neglected eftate. On changing
her condition, the did not leave the dutchefs of
Kendal ;~and lord Chafterfield, who was their next
neighbour in Grofvenor-fquare, moft conftantly di-
vided his time between his bufinefs in his own
houfe, and his attentions and duties at the other.
Minerva prefided in the firft; and in the laft,
Apollo with the mufes.

A voluntary exile from the royal prefence, lord
Chefterfield had not neglected affiduoufly to pay
his refpects to the pririce of Wales, and was particu-
larly well received at His court. His royal highnefs
immediatdy fent his compliments to the new-mar-
ried pair, and his attendants followed his example.
The prince of Orange likewife, who, towards the
end of the year, came over to England, on account
of his own nuptials, did not neglect the friend to

whom
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whom he was chiefly beholden for that fortunate
event [5]. He found him in a very different fitua-
tion from that in which he could have withed to fee
him at court ; but though furrounded with courti-
ers, and umni ed to the rifk of exciting di mle tfur

=

L'.‘
he fhewed his affetion and efteem to the late am-
baffador by every mark of confidence and egard
[6]. A dangerous indifpofition his highnefs was
feized with, retarded, for feveral months, the cele-
bration of the nuptials, which only took place in the
month of March of the next year

Sir Robert Walpole’s antagonifts had flattered
themfelves that the period r;irhis difgrace was now at
hand. They imagined, that the nation was {uffici-
ently iflf'“;“.-i%d-, and, as the firft parliament under
this reign was within a year of its diffolutic on, they
refolved to try their intereft by a new po l:ml A €Xer-
tion. It was thought, that the repeal of the fepten-
nial bill would meet with but little 1Lﬁﬂ“n{‘ from
the members who withed to fecure the favor of
their LOH“I;LT.ELHH at the enfuing election. _In this,
however, the leaders of the oppofition were difap-
pointed. ‘Though feveral of the members \J;@,
eighteen years before, were the promoters of this
bill, now {poke againft it, they were fiill out-num-
bered.  Sir William Stanhope and his brothers were
in the minority.,

The oppofition had no better fuccefs in the houfe
of peers, though equally fanguine in its hopes.
Lord Chefterfie ! d took the earlieft opp ortunity of de-
claring himfelf,. He defired, that no words or ex-
preflions, employed in the addrefs of thanks for the
King’s {peech, ﬂm 1ld afierwards be made ufe of, ei-
ther for or againft any y propofition that might be
made, or any q .c*.._n 1 that might arife in the houfe.

The
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"The meaning of this declaration was {oon evinced
by the ative part which he took in the fubfequent
debates.

The moft important of thefe was occafioned by
the removal of the duke of Bolton and lord Cobham
from their regiments. Thefe lords were fuppofed
to have been difmiffed, or, asour witty earl exprefl-
ed it, whifpered out of their commiflions, merely
on account of their not complying with the defires
of the minifter. A motion was made by the duke

~ of Marlborough to reftrain this power, which had

conftantly been exercifed by the crown, and feemed
inherent to the prerogative: The bill which he
propofed was intended to prevent, for the future,
all officers, above the rank of colonels, from being
deprived of their commiflions, otherwife than by
judgment of a court martial, to be held for that
purpofe, or by addrefs of either houfe of parliament.
Of the feveral lords, who {poke in favor of the bill,
none expreffed himfelf with more warmth than lord
Chefterfield [7]. He was complimented on that
occafion by the duke of Argyle, who, being then
ftill a courtier, oppofed both the bill and the moti-
on, which immediately followed, for prefenting an
addrefs to his majefty, in order to be informed, by
whofe advice, and for what crimes, the two lords
had been removed [8]. The fate of the bill decid-
ed that of the motion ; both were rejected, and our
earl joined in the protefts that were drawn up by the
confiderable and refpectable minority who divided
on this-occafion.

Nothing proves more evidently than this tranfac-
tion with what different eyes perfons, equally well-
meaning, may view the fame objects. Lord Chef-
terfield feems to have been as fincere in his appro-
bation of this bill, as his bofom friend, lord Scarbo-

Vor. I. F rough,
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rotigh, was in his oppofition to it. And yet, when
1

reien a fimilar bill was drawn up by the
P by

o

late earl S'..lh‘"‘j e, it had been equally approved by

in the lait

the two friends. 'The reafons and the oecafion that
induced them to think differently upon the fame
fubject, are not known. Perhaps their various fitu-
ation in life may have produced this effet. Lord
‘5c;‘+1"ram':,s11{rn being himfelf an officer, undoubtedly
1ad better opportunities of bein g informed of every
_}mg that had any relation to tht good of the fer
vice ; and he feems to have been really alarmed at
the confequences which the bill, however well cal-
culated to leflen minifterial mfhmw might have
had in promoting military indepenc EmL._\, It was
in that light that he confidered “-‘--* fﬂ]f"ﬁ'it)ﬂ : fearing,
however, left it thould be fufpected, that the defire
of keeping his places, both ?:-; the army and at
court, had biaffed his judgment, he previoufly wait-
ed on the king, and having declared his motives,
with great earnefinefs }chgf‘fP 1 that he might be per
mitted to refign.. His majefty preffed him a confi-
derable time to defift from his nlulrlt 1on, and, find-
ing him unalterably fixed, at laft told him, « My
b “)-af, there is an employ mmt you cannot in honet
““ give up, whichis your regiment ; for you know,
“ as well as I, we are upou the eve Ofa war.” ‘This
argument prevailed with his lordthip ; he contented
himfelf with 1‘-1;;, ng his place of mafler of the
horfe, and, on coming down from the clofet, order-
ed a chair to be calle l and difmiffed the king’s equi-
page [9]. Being thus free to declare for the court,
without incurring the fufpicion of bei ng prompted
to it by undue motives, he not only gave his vote
againft the fecond reading of the bill; but, not-
withftanding the eloquent exertions of his friend,

he made a motion to have it rejected, in order to

prevent
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prevent the like attempts for the future. His rea-
fons were delivered with great ftrength and pre-
cifion; but whether they occafioned any alteration
in lord Chefterfield’s opinion is lefs certain than that
they produced none 1n his fentiments for fo refpec-
table a friend.

A meflage from the king, for a vote of credit,
having been prefented at the clofe of thefeflion,
met in both houfes with a confiderable oppofition.
A war had broken out in Europe, and its flames
threatened to fpread over this ifland. Prudence
required that the nation {hould be prepared at all
events : and the minifter would have been cul-
pable, had he neglefted the means of putting the
kingdom in a proper ftate of defence. It was parti-
cularly neceffary to guard againft any attempts that
might be made during the time of anarchy and
confufion always attending new elettions. Ob-
vious as thefe reafons feemed to: be, they did not
make an equal impreffion upon all the members.
Lord Chefterfield, who happened to be againin
oppofition to the duke of Argyle, diftingnithed
himfelf in his anfwer to his grace. He faid, that

*what was demanded was not in the leaft necef~"

“fary for the fupport of the king and the fafety
“of the nation, though it might be neceffary for
“the fupport of minifterial fchemes, and for the
“fupport of minifterial perfonages. - Coming at
“the end of the long feflion of a long parliament,
“1t appeared to him in the fame light as if an ap-
“ plication fhould be made to a man on his death-
“ bed, to bequeath all he has in the world to thofe
“ who are uiter {trangers to him, nay who have been
“ generally reputed his greateft enemies” He
owned, indeed, what was more fully infifted upon
by lord Hardwicke, who made a fhort and nervous

F2 reply
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1734- reply to his lordfhip, that by the conflitution the

b et L.lm s always had a fort of dictatorial power, dur-

ing the intervals of parliament, in cafe of any fud-

den or unexpeéted danger, to provide for the pre-

{ervation of the commonwealth ; but he pretended,

that the afking for fuch a power before-hand looked

fufpicious, and, to.illuftrate his meaning, had re-

courfe to this farcaftical comparifon : “ No map

“ will refufe to let an infant of a2 good eftate have

¢ whatever may be neceffary B his fubfiftence.

“ For this he has no great occafion for any letter of

¢ credit from his. guardians; but, if thefe fthould

* be fuch fools, or fuch unfaithful guardians, as to

“ give him an unlimited letter of credit, for borrow-

*ing whatever he himfelf might think neceffary

“ for his fubfiftence, it would certainly tend fo

* throw him -into extravagance, and make him a
¢ prey for ufurers and extortioners.”

It may be prefumed, that the oppofition would
have been lefs firenuous, in obfiructing the views
of government, could they have been convinced,
that thefe views were really for the good of the
nation. This .they pretended to doubt; and
ford Chefterfield, as well as his friends, wentfo
far as to affirm, that the veffel of Great Britain
was fieered by the Hanoverian rudder [10]. The
ground of their apprehenfions will, in fome mes-
fure, appear from the following account of the
{tate of Europe at that time.

The ftipulations of the laft treaty of Vienna
feemed to imply an obligation to affift the houfe of
Auftria, whenever its poffeflions, already much
leffened, fhould be further invaded. The Dutch,
indeed, being miore expofed to, and perhaps more

diffident
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diffident of, their neighbours, had laid many reftric-
tions on their acceflion to the treaty. The French,
whofe defigns againft their natural and ancient rivals
upon the continent this treaty was intended to ¢ :;CI:,
foon found an opportunity of putting the real difpo-
fitions of the contralling p‘l‘rt%-‘“a to the teft. On the
death of Auguftus I. king of Poland, his moft chrif-
tian majefty immediately refolved to fecure that
crown to his father-in-law, the unhappy competitor
of the deceafed monaich. The emperor, on his part,
apprehending that, if Staniflaus fhould fucceed, he
thould always find a dangerous neighbour in him,
could not confent to his re-cletion. The difpute,
as s ufual between crowned heads, ended in an
open rupture. But this war, catried on with unequal
fpirit and forces, was alfo attended with very dif-
ferent fuccefs. Lewis XV. the young monarch
of a warlike and united nation, was prepared, and
certain, as he was faid to be, of the good wifhes of
Hanover, and of the connivance at leaft of the Bri-
tith miniftry [117, formed an offenfive alliance with
the kings of Sardinia and Spain, - in order to attack
his enemy in feveral parts at once.  The declining
head of the empire, Charles VL. on the contrary,
found, in the unwilling guarantees of his pofleflions,
importunate monitors .and irrefolute friends. In vain
did he folicit his natural allies to fupport him in fo
difadvantageous a conteft, and to maintain what
was called the balance of Europe. ‘In vain, to avoid
appearing the aggreflor, did he abftain from the firft
hoftilities, and la,am. it to Ruflia to oppofe Staniflaus,
and to fettle the eletor of Saxony upon the Polifh
throne ; thefe precautions did not difarm his ene-
mies, nor piieie him the afliftance of his friends,
The Dutch, under pe: rpetual ap prch('n fions for Ihcir
bartier, w hlL.l ll.u 1mp‘_n al court could not, and tl
Britifh m'u.ﬂl v would not, provide with {-.1t-.1i:1i.“.r.-i

‘t'.‘r'\-'\-l -
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1735.  troops[12], willingly embraced a neutrality; a flate
" which is -;11\‘.-.1_\-:_1 preferred by that wife republic, and
was particularly their choice at that time, from the

fear of being :mllmd to create a new ftadtholder.

] !1' ;1“1:11’111* y was either the caufe or the pretence

+ why the Britith miniftry only interfered ln, vague
i.att’_hpu fals and offers of mediation, which were

flighted [13]. 'The minifter, in the mean while,

did not neglect to provide for the fecurity of the

kingdom. Every year he applied for freth parlia- |
mentary fupplies; he fitted out fquadrons; and
took fix thoufand Danes into Britith pay, for the
fame ufeful purpofes, which, fome years before, had
occafioned the hiring of twelve thoufand Heflians,

He carried this precaution flill further, and, to pre-
vent an invafion from powers whofe intereft it was
by no meansto attempt one, he every year increafed

the number of national troops.

1736, Such exertions of ftrength, equally vain and
X walteful, were not affented to without great oppoli-
tion in both houfes. Lord Chefterfield, convinced |

that thefe fucceffive augmentations could have but

one ufe, attacked them, not only with the power of

cloquence, but with the fhafts of ridicule. With a

- fatyrical vein of pleafantry, almoft peculiar to him-

{elf, he expofed in a periodical paper [14] the harm-

lefs d|fpuimon both of the minifters and the troops.

The fcheme of 2 wax army, moving by clock-work,

and anfwering all the ufes of a real one, was worthy

of Swift’s pen ; and, if I am not mifinformed, the

dean faw, approved, and withed to have been the

riter of it.

ing the courfe of this political ftrugele, lord
erhield had the misfortune of lofing |

hi
'..'h:_z‘,')c. Though the v*umncf", he was
¢ leaft beloved ; »1{1\_1, indeed, by the accounts

] 1€CC ] ';.'f:":.l.




L, ORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. 1V.

I received hom the countefs of \,nz:ft:urem his cha-
ra¢ter muft have been moft amiable. By hisdeath a
confiderable Eﬁ”tt devolved toMr. John Stanhope,
whofe fole dependence hitherto had been upon the
earl.

After a long negociation, a freaty was at length
concluded between the conkudmg powers. The
houfe of Bourbon was a great gainer b\-’ the war;
and that of* Auftria an equl hm by the peace.
Lorrain, a ccz-ni.dcml,h province, capable of main-
taining an army of thirty thoufand men, hitherto
govcmtd by its own fovereigns, though, from its
vicinity, moft commonly under the influence or in
the power of France, was now, for ever, annexed
to that crown. King Staniflaus obtained the enjoy-
ment of it, durmg the as an equivalent for Po-
land ; and the former duke of Lom_l. 1; in.virtue of
this ceflion, procured the reverfion of Tufcany af-
ter the death of the old duke, the laft of the Medicis
family, together with the hand of the eldeft arch-
dutchefs. 'The king of Spain’s eldeft fon made a
moft advantageous exchange of two dutchies for
two kingdoms, Parma and Placentia for Naples

—

anc
Sicily ; the king of Sardinia fomewhat ext ended His
£

territories; and, as a compenfation for {o many fa-
rifices, the emperor obtained from his rivals the

long-wifhed-for guarantee of the pragmatic fanction

It would take much time, and afford little enter-
tainment, to fpecify and explain the {everal fubjeéts
of dtbclft between the minifters and their antago-
nifts in the courfe of this and the [ receding year.

lome were temporary or local ; others, the efult of

former, or the foundation of future, deliberations ;
and all, though at the time magnified by party, are
now become too inconfiderable to be mentioned any
where but in general hiltory, where the foibles and

----------
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inconfiftencies of mankind are faithfully and mi-
nutely recorded. Strong things were, as ufual, faid
by the minonity [15]; and, as ufual, the majority
endeavoured to affift the defigns of the minifter.

Very different fentiments were entertained by the
heads of the oppofition. As their objet was to
embarrafs the miniftry, and to inflame the people,
the queftions which were flarted were fuch as, if
decided to their with, muit leffen the influence of the
court, and, if rejected, muft increafe the popular
clamor. This was plainly the cafe in the proceed-
ings occafioned by a tumult that was excited about
this time in Edinburgh. Mr. Porteus, a captain
of the city-guard, had bn,cn tried and condemned to
death, for having too haflily ordered his men to fire,
and h"mnu fired lnmﬁ]f upon a mob that attempted
to refcue a fmuggler from the gallows. As there
appeared, on the captain’s trial, feveral circum-
ftances in his favor, a reprieve was obtained for
him upon the reprefentation of the judges. But the
people were not fatisfied ; and, at the infligation, or
at lealt with the connivance of fome defigning men,
they affembled in a feditious manner. They forced
the gates of the jail, dragged out the unfortu-
nate prifoner, and hanged him in the fame place
where the fmuggler had fuffered. 'This was not a
mere riot ; 1t bore the marks of defign and delibe-
ration; and, though fome of the facts might have
been exaggerated, a mutinous difpofition u)uid not
be difowned. The fame fpirit had of late fhewn
itfelfin {everal parts of the kingdom ; and a daring,
though puerile, infult upon government had been
committed in Weftminfter-hall [16]. It became,
therefore, neceffary to punith as well as to check
thefe violent attempts againft the peace of fociety.
The cate of the Edinburgh riot was brought into

parlia
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parliament ; the debates lafted five months, and
lord Chefterfield was concerned in fome of them.
By one of the parties, this act of violence was re-
prefented as the natural confequence of national dif-
content ; by the other, as the effect of wicked com-
binations. Thefe afcribed the caufe to the meafures
of government ; thofe to the incendiary writings of
a difappointed faction. Defpotifm on one fide, and
jacobitifim on the other, were introduced in this dif-
pute, with as much reafon as they are in every
other political controverfy. ~The minifiry were
driven tothe difagreeable alternative, either of giving
up the affiffance of military force, which fedition
made more and more neceflary, or of difobliging a
part of the nation, already too much fufpected of
difaffection. Some of the Scotch members, hitherto
the beft friends to the reigning powers, exprefled
their indignation on feeing the judges compelled to
appear at the bar of the houfe of lords, the magi-
ftrates of their capital {ligmatized, and the city de-
prived of fome of its privileges. The manly fenfe
and humane difpofition of lord Hardwicke pre-
vented a too violent firetch of power. That
great magiftrate, (who, though conftantly attached
to the court, and moft commonly engaged in par-
liamentary altercations with lord Chefterfield, was
according to his lordfhip’s judgment, not only an
agreeable and eloquent fpeaker, but a moft clear
and inftructive reafoner) maintained on this occa-~
fion, as well as on many others, the juft prerogative
of the crown, without extending it to the oppreflion
of the people. A due regard was paid to the arti-
cles of the Union, and the heavieft parts of the fen-
tence were mitigated in the houfe of commons. But
yet this unfortunate affair is thought to have left or
increafed, among feveral of the inhabitants, a {pirit
of difaffection, which broke out, a few years after,
at the time of the rebellion.

"Thus

&r
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Thus did the perfons who governed grow weaker
even from their victories, and, while all-powerful at
court and in parliament, find themfelves every
where elle diftrefled and literal lly out-witted. The
times were no more, when a Dryden or a ‘%wlﬂ‘, in
{fupport of minifters and courts, alone faced legions,
and fought them with advantage. The fuperiority
of writing, as well as of fpea

Ing, was univerfally
judged to be on the fide :‘11'1_!3-..‘ op.; ofition. Promifes
and rewards, it was faid, might procure votes, but
could neither create or IJLuL‘ll(l!l_, eloquence and ge-
nius [17]. From the epic poe m[18 ] to the btlllud
[19], and from the elaborate cul{c”.m(m [20] to the
periodical {heet I_P:lJ, every cr;(r[r e of argument or
wit was levelled againft the prefent adminiftration.
This had, and always will have, its erfect ; a few
inflances of feverity againft fome of the moft un-
guarded offenders [22], could not refirain the
greater number ; and the popular writers in general
fucceeded in raifing the indignation of the people,
and even their laughter, which was flill of more
confequence.

Tf*.:;: 'l"_uk;L itfelf began to be made ufe of, asit
was in the time of the Athenian commonwea th, to

ferve the purpofes of faction, and {pread perfonal fa-
tyre; and, asone abufe generally paves the way
for another, virtue and decency were no more re-
fpected than government. To check this growing
evil, and put a flop to the i npiety and licentiouf-
nefs which fome of the dramatic writers had been
guilty of, a bill was brought in, and with great ex-
pedition Ial]ed., towards the end of the feffion, in
both houfes. By this bill, the new pieces were {ub-
mitted to the examination of the lord chamberlain
for the time being, and could not be exhibited
upon the ftage without his licence, Though thisadt,

Wi '-_it_'ll
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which certainly was no innovation, might be a proper  1737-
one, yet it feemed ill-timed, precipitate, and liable =
to many inconveniencies. The perfons in oppofition
did not fail to reprefent it as an incroachment upon
the natural rights of a free people, and a flep to-
wards attacking the liberty of the prefs. They ex-
claimed, that honeft minifters had nothing to fear
from the firokes of fatyre; that bad ones ought not
to be fereened from the only punithment that could
reach them ; and that the laws of the country were
fufficient to guard againft excefles [23]. Lord Chei-
terfield took up the caufe of liberty with his ufual
vivacity, and, without preparation, {upport, or con-
tradiétion, he ftood forth as the advocate of letters
and of wit. His fpeech was received with univerfal
applaufe ; and, though printed incorrectly, and
without the afliftance of his own finifhing hand, it
has flood the teft of time, and will, probably, be
handed down to pofterity, as one of the fineft {pe-
cimens of Britith eloquence [24]. Though this {peech
did not hinder the bill from pafling into a law, it
has contributed to prevent the abufe that might
have been made of it, in reftraining the powers of
genius, and ferving the purpofes of minifterial pique
or perfonal diflike,

The miniftry were now furrounded with enemies,
not enly without, but even within the palace. The
principal of thefe was the heir to the crown. Long
difpleafed with his father’s counfellors, and diffatif-
fied on account of the little fhare he was allowed to
have in the conduct and even knowledge of public
affairs, the prince of Wales took no pains to conceal
his difguit. He might, perhaps, have ftifled his re-
entment, had not the perfon who prefided at the
helm forced him to become his dependent or his

enemy,
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enemy. His connections were reprefented as in-
confiftent with his duty to the king; his fivorites
were ill-treated, and he was defired not to fee thofe
who had made themfelves obnoxious to the court.
Self-intereft concurred with ambition to widen the
breach. Generofity, in fettling the prince’s Income,
might have brought on an accommodation ; pat i1~
mony pwmldkcl every hope of this kind. flk king
would not allow his fon, who was now married, and
Imflm expect a family, the fame revenue he him-

Il.lu cn[o"ed in a fimilar fituation ; and the offer
OF one-half, or fifty thoufand pounds, was rejected
with fpirit by the prince, who had recourfe to 2
dangerous, and by the event, an ineffectual expe-
dient.

He applied to the heads of the oppofition, and a
motion was made by them in both houfes, that his
majefty might be defired to fettle on his fon annu-

ally the fum of one hundred thoufand pounds out
of the civil lit. ‘They were foiled in the attempt,
and, indeed, could not expe&t to fucceed. But
their chief defign was anfivered ; an open rupture
was now declared between the prime minifter and
the prince. 'The former could not but feel the in-
fluence of fo powerful an enemy ; and the oppofi-
tion fecured to thf-'"n{%lw:s, together with the patro-
nage of the immediate fucceflor, an increafing in-
tereft with the people, The ftrong proteft, which
was entered in the houfe of lords on this occafion,

was figned, if not penned, by lord Chefterfield.

IT might have been prudent in the miniftry to
have hecn contented with-this temporary fuccefs.
The prince’s refentment was fufficiently raifed ; but
the exertion of it was, for the prefent, Imdcacd
difficult and precarious. A court, deprived of the
means of rewarding its attendants, can attach only

Tainfe
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thofe who are in expeétation of a change, and futu-
rity feldom makes confiderable impreflions upon
courtiers. Great refiraints were laid upon the prince
in his father’s palace, and he could not avoid being
watched or even thwarted in his actions. But this
was not thought fufficient. - Fear, or the fpirit of
revenge, induced the minifter to carry his point {till
further, He imagined that, by greater feverity, he
fhould either force his royal antagonift to fubmiflion,
or render him inconfiderable in the eyes of his at-
tendants. ‘The king was made to refent a trifling
neglect of his fon ; no regard wasfhewn to his ex-
cufes and intreaties; peremptory orders were fent
him to part with all his friends, or quit his father’s
houfe ; and he was even refufed the fatisfaction of
feeing his mother on her death-bed.

Queen Caroline died at the end of this year, of a
cruel diforder, which, being too long concealed,
terminated in a painful and fatal operation. She
bore the one and the other with fortitude and re-
fignation, and was fincerely regretted by the king.
As our earl had, for many years, been no greater
favorite with her than his patron lord Townfhend,
he cannot be expetted to have been much affected
by her lofs, or partial to her memory. Notwith-
flanding this, he allowed her perfonal graces, ac-
complifhments of the mind, addrefs, refolution, and
perfeverance. She poflefled more learning than
¢commonly falls fo the fhare of her fex, and was
every day endeavouring to increafe it. Men of
{cience were encouraged by her [25] ; {he enjoyed
their converfation, and wifhed to have a place
among them. Philofophy and politics were her con-
itant ftudy, and fhe took a pride in fhewing her
fuperiority in both.  Her {way over the king was
founded on the opinion he had of her merit, and

{he
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{he improved her power by her compliance with his
wifhes. The art by which fhe governed was known
to every body but himfelf. Upon the whole, fhe
had more admirers than friends, and exchanged the
character of an amiable queen for that of 2 great one.

‘The oppofition had now acquired, what they
wanted before, a head equally able and willing to
give them weight and fupport. They furnithed him
with the mes ns, and he loft no opportunities of im-
prm*ing; his talents and increafing his popularity.
Lefs partial to his native {oil than his father and
grandfather had been, he profeffed a generous love
for liberty [26], and a jult reverence for the Britith
confiitution. His heart was as open to the fentiments

of benevolence, as his mind to the impreffions of

11'1‘1*1 ‘Thofe, who appeared animated with the fame
-ntiments, merited his approbation, and fhared his

favor. He particularly declared himfelf the patron of

men of genius and of wit. Letters and arts, ba-
nifhed from court, found a refuge under his roof;
and poets, thus encouraged, proclaimed a new Au-
guftus. Lyttelton was his philofopher and friend
[27], Glover became his Virgil, and Pope would
have been his Horace. Thomfon and Mallet ex-
prefled the hopes of the nation, and their own, in
the mafque of Alfred, compofed by his order, and
acted inhis houfe. The tragedy of Muftapha, and
that of Guitavus Vafa, were'intended to intereft the
people in his favor; but were both prohibited: by

the licenfer, under the fanétion of the laft a& of

parliament.

As none of the enemies of the miniftry had con-
tributed more than lord Bolingbroke to deftroy their

popularity, the prince of Wales became defirous of

a more particular connection with him. He pro-
feffed the greateft regard for his lordfhip, and gave
him
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him room to hope, that he would one day fulfil his
grandfather’s intentions towards him [28]. In re-
turn for thefe expreflions of confidence and friend-
thip, his lordthip wrote, for the ufe of the prefump-
tive heir to the crown, his Idea of a Patriot King,
an idea which a fucceeding reign was happily re-
ferved to realize.

Lord Chefterficld had long before enjoyed a con-
fiderable fhare in the prince’s efteem and favor ;
and it is probable, that he was one of the perfons
whom his royal highnefs had been defired to give
up. If T am not milinformed, the earl’s principal
view in this connection was to promote his favorite
fcheme ; though it might not, in every refpett,
have been equally well received, nor indeed equally
advifeabl¢ and convenient. He wifhed to f{ee the
cleCtorate and the kingdom feparated from each
other, and allotted to different branches of the royal
family ; and endeavoured to convince the fucceflor
of the incompatibility of the two titles. Experience
induced him to believe, that the prejudices of youth
mn favor of the native foil were unconquerable ; and
he conceived, that, whenever a war broke out, Ha-
nover would be attacked, and Great Britain become
the (vache a lait), milch cow, or money-giving pro-
vince. He confidered the want of a provifion to
obviate this inconvenience as a defet in the act of
ettlement ; and declared, that fuch a fcheme would
not only tend to the prefervation and advantage of
both countries, -but would confirm and fecure the
royal ihmii_\; upon this throne, by the gratitude and
affection of their people. He humoroufly added,
that by that {eparation the maxim divide e impera
would be literally accomplifhed [29]. Could it
efcape his lordfhip’s piercing eye, that time alone
might poflibly effe¢t a change, and naturally turn

the feale on the other fide ?
> As
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LIS As the next parliamentary campaign was likely
—¥— to be an a&ive one, a place of meeting was ap-
pointed by the anti-minifterial party, for muftering
their forces, and fettling their plan of operations.

Bath was the fpot fixed upon for that purpofe;
and a more convenient one could not have been
chofen. This elegant town much refembles the
Baje of the luxurious Romans. Like that, it is dif
tinguifthed by its waters, its magnificence, and its
pleafures. It is there that, twice a year, health, di-
verfions, politics, and play, attra¢t what is called
the beft company. To this place the prince carried
his princefs, foon after the birth of her firft child. |
An event fo interelting to the nation afforded a fa-
vorable opportunity of aflembling his friends, and
concealing bufinefs under the appearances of fefti-
vity and joy. The royal and much-beloved pair
received the homage of the numerous concourfe of |
people of every rank, who flocked thither to make
ufe of a liberty they were reftrained from in the ca-
pital [30]. Sumptuous entertainments were given
by the corporation, under the direction of the fa-
mous Nafh. Lord Chefterfield did the honors of
the place, and his fervants were employed to at-
tend.

Having had occafion to mention the name of Nafh,
a circumftance occurs to me, which, I hope, I may
be allowed to infert here, as it furnifhes a frefh in-
ftance of lord Chefterfield’s judgment, and of the
keennefs of hiswit. It is well known, that this vain,
though ufeful, fuperintendent of public pleafures
firft introduced order and elegance in places of en-
tertainment ; and, on account of the authority he
was indulged to aflfume, was fliled the king of Bath.
In confideration of his fervices, the corporation re-
folved to give him a public and durable mark of
their gratitude and regard. A full-length picture of
the
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the mock monarch was made at their expence, and 1737
1 = . b == ¥ o ';..—--\.“_-—-___J‘
placed in the pump-room, between the buits of
Newton and Pope. The want of judgment that
dire¢ted, and the vanity that accepted fuch a monu-
2
ment, were feverely lafhed in the following lines,
written by the earl. '

Immortal Newton never fpoke
More truth than here you'll find ;

Nor Pope himfelf e’er penn’d a joke
Severer on mankind.

This picture, plac'd the bufts between,
Gives fatyre all its firength ;
Wifdom and wit are little feen,
While folly glares at length.

More important fubjects had for fome time en-~
oaged the attention of the public. The nation had
enjoyed peace about five and twenty years; for it
can fcarce be faid, that peace was interrupted by
the half wars of 1718 and 1427. A flate of tran-
quillity fo defireable, efpecially for a commercial
people, had been the conftant object of Walpole’s
adminiftration. The improvement of manufactures,
aswell as the increafe of trade and wealth, which
mark this period, will incline pofterity to be more
equitable than their predeceflors, in judging of a
man, whofe moft unpardonable fault was to have
kept his rivals out of his place fo long. They im-
puted to pufillanimity and felfithne(s his pacific dif-
pofitions ; they expofed the partial and contracted
views with which the negociations abroad had been
conducted ; and they exclaimed, that the large
fums raifed for the fake of preventive and defen-
five meafures were not applied to the beft ufes, the

Vor. L G difcharge
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difcharge of the national debts, and the prefervati-
on of the national rights.

The catholic king, or rather his queen, had, for
a long time, thewed a difregard for the nation
which, of all others, it is the chief intereft, and
in general the inclination, of the Spaniards to
keep well with [21]. It cannot be denied, but
that fome provocations had been given by Eng-
lifh traders as well as by thofe of other nations.
But the means employed by the Spanifh miniftry
to procure redrefs were not fuch as juftice could
authorize, or Pritith honor overlook Jealoufy,
refentment, and, perhaps, bigotry, feem to have
had a great fhare in feveral inftances of wviolence
and animofity. which were then exercifed. For
above twenty years, the Spanifh guarda coftss in
America had been impowered to {top the Englifh
traders in the open feas, or at leaft within fight
of their coafts, to fearch and feize both cargoes
and fhips; to imprifon the crews, and often to
treat them in a barbarous manner. Vain and in-

¥
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had been the reprefentations of our court,
and fuch will reprefentations ever be, when up-
iupported by thofe means which a great maritime
power can never want to defend its rights. The
Spaniards, unreftrained in their hofiile proceed-
ings, had, on many occafions, added contumely
to offence. 'Their depredations were become ex-
ceflive, and their captures were valued at halfa
million.  Encouraged by the fupinenefs of the
Pritith miniftry, and infligated by the adtive in-
dufry of the French, they publicly laid claim to
Georgia and part of Carolina, and interrupted
not only the general comimerce, but alfo that
particular  branch flipulated by the treaty of
Utrecht,
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Utretcht, and known by the name of the Afiento
contralt [32].

At laft, the nation was roufed by thefe repeated
infults. 'The clamors of the merchants were heard
throughout the kingdom. The voice of humanity,
in favor of the failors, was too loud to be fuifled.
Applications to parliament were made from the
metropolis and other trading cities; and neither
peers nor commons -could any longer refufe their
interpofition. In confequence, the two houfes pre-
fented addrefles to the king, exprefling the wifthes
of the nation, and their own f{enfe of the juftice of
the complaint. The anfwer was favorable. - His
majelty was pleafed to promife, that, either by ne-
gociation or by arms, an adequate datisfaction
fhould be procured for the damages fuftained, and
a fecurity obtained for the freedom of navigation.

And yet the minifter, unable to refolve for war,
hoped to prevent a rupture between the two crowns,
by the parade of his armaments, and the addrefs of
his negociators. , He did not wilh to meet parlia-
ment, without having an honorable accommodati-
on to produce, and found it the more difficult to
bring the Spaniards to reafonable terms, as they
were apprized of the neceflity he was under to ac-
cept of any [33]. At laft, after many procraftina-
fions, which obliged the minifter to prorogue and
delay the meeting of parliament, he procured in
the beginning of 1739, a temporary treaty under
the title of convention. The pompous manper in
which this convention was announced, was rathera
difadvantage to it; for, upon examining the arti-
cles, they were found by no means anfwerable to
the expectations of the people and the promifes of
the court. This was proved by the popular h-.\r:ls-;‘ ;
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and, in particular, by the earl of Cheflterfield, whi
{poke againft this warlike peace, as he called i,
with great force of argument, as well as eloquence
and wit [34]. He probably was animated by the
prefence of the prince of Wales, who affifted at the
debate, and thought proper, in an affair which fo
nearly affected the glory of the nation, to vote, for
the firlt time, and to divide with the oppofition. The
arguments made ufe of on their fides were fo forci-
ble, as to perfuade f{everal of the peers, attached to
the court, to diffent from it on this occafion. Lord
Scarborough, who never refifted conviction, on
whatever fide he found i, thought himflf obliged
to join the oppofers, and the miniftry carried their
pomnt in favor of the convention by a.much {maller
majority than they had procured on any other quef-
tion [35]. A proteft couched in very firong terms,
and bearing the ftamp of lord Chefterfield’s manner
of writing, was entered and figned by about forty
peers.

The ferment occafioned by the ill-fuccefs of the
preceding debate rendered the minority fiill more
inclined to fhew their difapprobation of the court
meafures. It was on thataccount particularly, that
the very moderate fettlement of thirty-nine thoufand
pounds per annum, for the king’s younger children,
propofed to be charged upon the hereditary revenues
of the crown, met with any oppofition. Our earl;
who made a fhort, though fevere, {peech on this oc-
cafion, did not fcruple to hint, that while certain
branches of the royal family were provided for, at
a time when the utmoft oeconomy was fo neceffary,
other branches ftill nearer the throne (wiz. the off-
{pring of the fucceflor) remained not only unprovid-
ed but even flill unprayed for.

A {ubfequent
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A fubfequent debate on avote of credit to be
granted to the king, gave our earl a frefh opporti-
nity of difplaying his wit at the expence of the mi-
nifters.  ““ They {feemed,” he faid, “ to have been
“ playing for almoft thefe twenty years, at afort
“ of game of hazard for peace or war; and at laft,
“by a lucky nick, out ftarted a thing they call a
“ convention, which is neither the one northe other ;
“ but is to be made either the one or the other, they
“ cannot yet tell which, if we will but grant them
“fome. extraordinary and unufual powers, foren’
“ abling them to continue their game.  What their
¢ future fuccefs: may be, I thall not pretendite di-
“ vine; ‘but I am- fure, I thallmever be for giving
“ unlimited cradit to fuchvawkward gamefters.”

Such asit was, however, it foon appeared, that this
convention was not thought binding by the court of
Madrid. - They failed in the payment of the fum,
which had been accepted by way of indemnificati-
on, and the meetings of the plenipotentiaries ap-
pointed to fettle the articlesin difpute were inefec-
tual. * From an error, which too often has prevailed
upon the continent, it was imagined, that the reluc-
tance which the minifter had fhewn to purfue vigo-
rous meafures, proceeded from his diffidence of be-
mg {upported by the nation; and it was alfo ima-
gined, that his enemies would -continue to obfiruct
his operations ; and that the fame itrefolution, which
had top long difgraced the Britith cabinet, would
équally take place at fea or in the field. © “War was
at length proclaimed on the 23d of O&ober, with
univerfal applaufe, and the nation rejoiced in an ‘op-
portunity of undeceiving their enemies, ‘and of re-
calling the glorious days of Elizabethand Cromwell.

Thefe expe@ations feemed for 2 time to have re-
conciled the oppofite parties; and if their former
sontentions had not been alluded to, in the king’s

fpeech,
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1740. ipeech, at the opening of the next feffion, and in the
== addretles of the two houfes, it is not improbable, but
that the minifter, by complying, though late, with
the wifhes of the nation, might have recovered in 2
confiderable degred their confidence and approbafi-
on. ‘Thisthe earl of Chefterfield openly avowed,
He faid that his majefty’s declaration of war had ef-
iectually healed up all the former divifions, that he
not only approved of the war, but of the declaration
itfelf, as being exprefled in the moft proper, the moft
juit, and the ftrongeft terms, that could be devifed,
and  that if the meafures now at laft entered upon
were puriued with equal vigor, an end, he hoped, a
final end would be put to all heats and animofities,
He therefore wifhed: that all mention were dropped
of pafl jealoufies, fince it now appeared that the di-
vifion had been not betwéen one party and another,
but between the whole nation and the miniftry. But,
though he was fupported in thefe fentiments by the
earl of ‘Scarborough, as well as by the dukes of Ar-
gyle and Bedford, he could not fuceeed in his en-
deavours, and this difappointment proved a fatal
omerrof what was to happen during the remainder
of the {elfion.

Lord Scarborough's coriduc; in this as well as in
all other debates, cannot but infpire us with the moft
exalted ideas of hiscandor, delicacy; and riederation.
Strongly. attached. by principle to govesiment, and
by inclination to the king; he fupported: the miniftry
a long time againfh the efforts of thofs He was moft
intimately connected with, and lived for inany years
upon:the : beft terms: both: with Sir Rebeiit Walpole
and with lord Chefterfield [36]. Forced at laft by
conviétion to deviate from his former courfe, and to

exprels his difapprobation of the late public mea-
shres, " he did it with a becoming franknefs and ge-

nerofity,
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nerofity, withing earneftly to reconcile both parties
at this interefting period, and to unite them againi
the common enemies of their country. This at-
tempt, however, was ill received : heads of parties

feldom allow a latitude of thinking, and in affairs of

ftate, flill more than in matters of religion, intole-
rance is by every fide difavowed, but too conitantly
practifed by all. -

Unfortunately a iobleman equally beloved by the
nation and by his friends could not long refift the
fruggle between his former engagements and his
prefent feelings. A turn to melancholy, which
fhewed itfelf in his countenance; joined to an ill
ftate of health [ 371, harried him to an aét of violence
upon himfelf. ‘The morning of the day on which
he accomplifhed this refolution, he paid a long vifit
to lord Chefterfield, and opened himfelf to him
with great earneftnefs on many fubjects. As he
appeared fomewhat difcompofed, his friend prefled
him in vain to flay and dine with im; which he
refufed; but moft tenderly embraced him at part-
mg. It happened in the courfe of the converfation
that fomething was fpoken of which related to Six
William Temple’s negociations, when the two
friends not agreeing about the circumflances; lord
Chefterfield, whofe memory was at all times re-
markably good, referred lord Scarborough to the
page of Sir William’s memoirs where the matter was
mentioned. After his lordthip’s dedth [38]; the
book was found open at that very page. Thus he
feems, in his laft momeénts, to have been {iill atten-
tive to his friend, and defirous that he thould know
he was {o. This fatal cataftrophe was univerfully la-
mented, tenderly cenfured, and entirely excufed
by thofe who confidered the unaccountable effects
of natural evils upon the human mind. But what
mudt lord Chefterfield’s fituation have been npon his

being
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being informed of this unfortunate event ? His ex-
cellent lady does not even now without the greateft
emotion {peak of the manner in which his lordfhip,
on her return home at night, acquainted her with
his lofs of that amiable nobleman ; and he ever after
lamented that he did not detain him at his houfe, fay-
ing he might perhaps have been faved, if he had not
been left to himfelf that day [39].

His grief, however, did not prevent him from
continuing with the fame afliduity and vigor, to
fupport the meafures of oppofition. It appears ra-
ther that his zeal, no longer tempered by the fteady
example and mild influence of his friend, but on the
contrary inflamed by his untimely end, exerted
ifelf with greater energy on every occafion,
This appeared in the debates concerning a meffage
for an extraordinary f{upply, fent to the houfe of
commons in preference to that of the peers. ‘The
queflion does not feem to have been of fufficient im-
portance to have excited his lordfhip’s warmth
againft thé author of this meflage. But nothing
from the minifler could now pleafe him, and he
icemed to have adopted, in regard to Sir Robert,
the fentiment exprefled in the following lines of an
ancient poet, of which he fent a comment in one of
his letters to his fon ;

Non amo te, Sabidi, nec poffum dicere quare;

Hoc tantum poffum dicere, non amo te [40].
Yet, notwithftanding the drynefs of the fubject, our
carl enlivened it with feveral firokes of pleafantry and
humour (41}, and the compliment he paid to the
young earl of Halifax, who made the motion, was
equally juft and delicate,

He had a much fairer opportunity of difplaying his

eloquence and refentment, when a bill againft pen-
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was brought before the lords, who, as it was ex-
pected even by the oppolfite party [42], rejected it.
In exprefling his deteftation of corruption, he caft
feveral farcaflical refle¢tions againft the man whom
at all times he confidered as the grand promoter of
it. He invariably reprefented him on that account as
fiill more dangerous to the morals than the liberties
of his country.

Had the earl been capable of liftening to minifte-
rial whifpers, it was often in his power, particularly
at this time, to have made whatever terms he pleafed.
I am well informed that the poft of lord Lieutenantof
Ireland was from his early life the object of his am-
bition ; and that he might have been appointed to it
during the prefent adminiftration will appear from
the anecdote I fhall here refer to [43].

National concerns did not however {o entirely en-
grofs his thoughts, but he found leifure for other pur-
fuits. Paternal folicitude warmed his heart as much
as patriotic zeal. Having laid down to himfelf the
plan of a rational education, he followed it through
all its branches, and did not thew his talentsin a
more confpicuous light, when he fupported the nights
of a kingdom, than when he condelcended to be the
mftructor of a child. Chefterfield writing by choice
exercifes for the ufe of his fon, infinitely furpafles
Dionyfius driven by neceflity to teach grammar at
Corinth.

The brilliancy of his talents was equally evident
in the facility and variety of his compofitions. From
the moft intricate political refearches, be could in an
inflant relax to the tone of polite converfation ; and
Ihave heen told, that oftentimes in a mixt com-
pany, after having diftinguifhed himfelf by fuperior
wit and pleafantry, he has taken up the pen and fet

down
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down the heads of a new fpeech. Several of his
pieces of poetry would have done honor to thofe
diftinguifhed writers he was fo familiar with, though
they were compofed, as well as many of his morl
and political effays, during the period of the oppofi-
tion.

This wonderful eafe and extent of genius was
juftly extolled by his cotemporaries. It was parti-
cularly fo in an ode inferibed to his lordfhip, which
will be feen in the note [44].

As the war the nation was now engaged in had
been forefeen for a long time, it was univerfally
hoped that it would be carried on with fuch vigor as
to put a fpeedy period to it. But either from an im-
perfection in the plans, or from error in the execu-
tion, the event by no means anfwered the expecta-
tions, or at leaft the wifhes of the public. Powetful
fleets were fitted out, feveral millions fpent, and
fome damage done to the enemy ; but engagements
with their armadas were avoided, their flotas re-
mamed unmolefted, their poffeflions were refpected,
and the loffes of trade were very nearly equal on
both fides. It {feemed, as lord Chefterfield exprefled
it, that fome malign planet hung over Britith coun-
lels, and retarded or difappointed CVEry Vigorous re-
folution. The fuccefs and mifcarriage of Vernon
were equal proofs of the temerity and deficiency of
our projects ; and Haddock’s unaccountable inaction
nduced the witty earl to fay that the words flagrante
bello ouglit to be changed into languente bello.

The fudden death of the head of the empire to-
wards the end of this year, greatly changed the ftate
of affairs in' Europe and the fyftem of the court of
London. It would be difficult to give a clearer ac-
count of the immediate confequences of this unfor-
“unate event, of the efforts that might and ought to

have
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have been exerted on this occafion, and of the mi-
takes and weak attempts of the adminiftration, than
the following words prefent tous [45]. “ The em-
“ peror left nothing but the pragmatic fantion for
“the fecurity of his heirs, wth proved of {o little
“ fignification notwithflanding the great names with
¢ which it was filled, that almoft every one of the
“ electors, like moft other electors, thought it a pro-
“ per opportunity of making the moft of his vote,
“and all at the expence of the helplefs and aban-

“ doned houfe of Aufiria.—~—But in the midft of

“ thefe royal dreams of dominion, havock, fpoil,
“and plunder, the king of Pruffia ftarts firft into
“action, pleads a right, but takes poffeflion by
“ force, and avows a refolution to hold it by the
“ fame means.-—Fhe deplorable fituation of the
“ emperor’s family affected every Englifh heart.—
“ The pretenfions of the Pruffian monarch were limit-
* ed to certain dutchies and lordfhips in Silefia ; and
“ asthe event proved that he would have been fatisfied
* with muchléfs than he claimed, it cannotbe enough
“wondered at, that ways and means had not been

“ufed to bring him to terms by treaty and nezocia-
“tion.~~--But inftead of experiments fo {often him,

“ which might gain {o potent an ally to affift in 1hc
* prefervation of the houfe of Aufiria, and obtain an
“Increafe  of power to the proteftant intereff, the
“fpirit of war alone prevailed againft him. So little
“was any thought or defire entertained of gaining
“him in a friendly manner, and {o fittle was appre-
“hended from France at that time, that certain per-
“fons, for'a while, enjoyed a fcheme for the par-
“fitien of his dominions, and a convention was ac-
# tually formied for that purpofe.”

n




M-E-M O: R-8§- 0:%

[n this fituation were public affairs, when a motion
was made in both houfes for addrefling the ki ing to
remove from his councils the minifter to w hom
the national diftrefles and difficulties were Imputed,
Lord Chefterfield was not one of the Ip{:a zers in the
debate which arofe on this violent motion; but he
divided with the ﬁﬁ}-‘—cight peers who were the mi-
nority, and joined with the thirty protefters.

His health of late had been greatly impaired, and
m order to retrieve it, he was advifed to leave his
native country for a time, and to feek in fome
foreign land a feafonable relief. He : accordingly
crofled the fea foon after the diffolution of pq1ha-
ment. He pafled through Lifle, and had the plea-
{ure of finding at Bi uﬂqu his ﬂlcnd Voltaire, with
whom he f{pent a few days, and who read to him
{everal paffages of his new tragedy of Mahomet.
Hence he directed his courfe to Spa, the waters
of which had been recommended and proved
very beneficial to him. He ftaid about fix weeks
in that general rendezvous of the beft and worlt
company of Europe, where the bufy and the idle
refort alike for diffipation. As he was himfelf
eminently qualified to be a citizen of the world, he
was courted and agreeably entertained by pr_r!om
of different nations, diftinguifhed by their rank and
their merit. Among thefe was a Pruffian envoy at
one of 1l1e German courts, With him lord Chefter-
field often converfed about his foverei ign, who then
began to excite univerfal admiration, The ear,
who wifhed to fee that prince the friend rather than

the enemy of Great Britain, expreﬂ'cd in lively terms

his opinion of le, and called him Zhomme de Pruffe
(the man of Pruia). ‘This was reported to the

king, to whom lord Chefterfield’s chara&ter was not

-
-

unknown,
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unknown, and who perhaps thought him Zhomme
d Angleterre (the man of England). "T'o be praifed
by fuch a judge was highly pleafing to the monarch,
and he fent him a prefling invitation to come over
and fee him at Berlin. If the earl had not been en-
gaged in the miniftry in 1745, he intended to have
undertaken that journey ; and it is to be regretted
that 2 meeting, which might have been beneficial
to the interefts of mankind, could not take place.
The king ever after {poke with great regard of lord
Cheferfield, and often faid he thought him the beft
fiend he had in England. The earl on his fide
feemed rather an enthufiaft in his praifes, not only
in public converfation, but in his private letters to
his fon, to whom he certainly always difclofed his
moft fecret thoughts [46].

Of all the cities in the world, Paris feemed to be
that which lord Chefterfield would have chofen for
his refidence, if he had not been born an Englifh-
man, and firongly attached to the conftitution of
his own country. He could not but diflike the form
of government and political principles of the French,
though in other refpects he found their charaéter the
moft congenial with his own. His former connec-
tions in their capital, together with thofe which lord
Bolingbroke procured him, muft have rendered that
place peculiarly fuited to his tafte. Prefled however
as he was for time, and hurried on by the ill flate of
his health, he could not ftay there above a fortnight
in going, nor much longer at his return. -~ During
thefe thort intervals, he was a moft acceptable guett
in the beft focieties, and a partaker of their plea-
fures. ‘The hotels of Coigny, Matignon, Noailles,
were open to him, as well as the houfes of Mad® de
Tencin [4%], de Monconfeil, Martel, ladies equally

diftinguifhed
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diftinguithed by their rank, their merit, and theiy
wit. He frequently faw fome of the principal jize-
rati of that country, fuch as Sallier, Crebillon, Fon-
tenelle, but chiefly his old friend 1‘\]ontef(ilm,a He
often remembered, when fome years afterwards he
was deprived of thL {enfe of hearing, what that ce-
lebrated man, whofe fight was much decayed, told
him, fe fais etre aveugle (I know how to be blind) ;
and endeavoured, though not with the fame fuccefs,
to be able to fay, je fais etre fourd (1 know how to
be deaf.)

As his lordfhip’s health had been judged to re-
quire the afliftance of a warmer climate e, he ufed
what expedition he could to reach the South of
France. In his way he vifited Lyons, Avignon,
Aix, Nifmes, Marfeilles, and Mompm‘n,r It is mﬂr
pleafure ‘Lhal we trace him, during the courfe of this

journey, writing rmULnI} to his fon, then only ten

years old, and giving him accounts of the moft
curious particulars relative to the tawns he pafled
through, partly extracted from other travellers, and
partly from his own mafterly obfervations. He
added to thefe fome compendious geographical lec-
tures, and began a fketch of Englifh hiftory, which
it were to be withed he had afterwards thoucrht pro-
per to revife and complete.

Public affairs recalled lord Chefterfield to Eng-
land fooner than he might have defired, and pre-
vented him from enjoying, during the enfuing win-
ter, the pure air and mild temperature of fome of
the fineft provinces of Europe. The great events
that had taken place in the fummer, uqumd the
prefence of all thofe who withed well to their coun-
try, and were able to contribute to its welfare

The houﬂ., of Bourbbn, vhich, for about 2 ::3'11'1"@'

palt, had invanably purfued the projeét of lowering
k bll{.
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the houfe of Auftria, now feized the opportunity of
completing its deftruction. "The electors of Saxony
and Bavaria, and, foon after, the king of Spain,
formed pretenfions to the emperor’s fucceflion. The
king of the T'wo Sicilies joined his power to theirs.
Exafperated by the neglect with which his demands
had been treated, and by the vain fchemes of his
rivals, the king of Pruflia had acquired, by conqueit,
a greater extent of territory than his claims origi-
nally amounted to in Silefia, and was encouraged by
the French, who, notwithitanding their known fpirit
of gallantry, made war againit the moft accomplifh-
ed, as well as the moft beautiful princefs in Europe.
Moft of the other German and Italian princes had
been the late emperor’s fecret friends ; and thofe who
were beft inclined, fhewed themfelves but cold
friends to his daughter. By the influence of her am-
bitious neighbours, who commanded the votes of
four eletors, and terrified or filenced the reft, the
imperial dignity was wrefted from the houfe of Auf-
tria, after having been confiderably above four hun-
dred years in that ancient and now almoft extinct
family. 'The eletor of Bavaria, whofe power as a
prince could give no umbrage ta.France, was chofen
¢émperor, and the queen of Hungary deprived of her
poffeflions. Bohemia was already overpowered, the
city of Prague taken, Upper Auftria over-run, and
Vienna menaced with a fiege. A corps of French
troops, pofted on the confines of Hanover, threat-
ened an invafion. ‘'The king of Great Britain, who
could not be reftrained from his annual vifit to the
capital of his electoral dominions, was obliged to
fign a neutrality for one year. It was more than
fufpected, that this neutrality extended its influence
tO‘the operations in the Mediterranean, and that ad-
miral Haddock had orders to permit, at leaft to
overlook, the failing of a Spanifh fquadron to the

Welt
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Wett Indies, and the conveyance by fea of a Spa
nifh army into Italy. Hungary, which received the
fugitive queen with a zeal becoming 2 nation o
faithful, though {o often ill-treated, was in danger of
being attacked by the Turks. Ruflia was prevent-
ed by a Swedith war and by inteftine commotions
from aflifting her natural ally. The Dutch trem-
bled for their barrier ; and it was apprehended that
a regard to his fecurity might force even the king of
Sardinia into the confederacy.

Thus was the balance of Europe unaccountably
difturbed, and to all appearance completely de-
firoyed ; a balance, which had coft the nation fo
many lives to maintain, and involved it in a debt of
thirty millions in the times of queen Anne; and
which, during the reign of her fuccetlor, was thought
of fo much importance as to furnifh a pretence for a
multiplicity of tedious negociations and oppofite alli-
ances. A firiking inftance this, among many others,
of the infufficiency of treaties to confine the ambi-
tion of princes, and to fecure their faith.

Thofe who were fincerely concerned for the liber-
ties of their country and of mankind, found no cit-
cumitance more alarming in this revolution, than
the fatal afcendency gradually acquired, and now
openly afflumed by the French over the Weftern
world. The natural firength of their empire was
much increafed by the opinion which they had uni-
verfally infpired of their irrefiftible power. The
fear of engaging the French king to take part
openly with the other branches of the houfe of Bour-
bon in the prefent contefl, as well as the intimations
that were given of his intentions to take this part, if
any confiderable blow were firuck in the Weit In-
dies or elfewhere, intimidated the minifiry, and
produced an irrefolution in the Britifh councils, and

inactivity
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inactivity in the Britith arms. The nations which -

had, at firft, beheld with wonder, the Ocean cover-
ed with Englifh fhips; and, from the little refiftance
met with at Porto Bello, conceived, that the Spanifth
dominion in the Indies was held by a {ingle thread
[48], now accuftomed to the fight of impotent ef-
forts and harmlefs expeditions; turned their admi-
ration into contempt, and their former readinefs to
fhew their attachment to fo refpetable an ally into
denials and diftruft. France being confidered as
the only power worthy to be regarded, and as the
fole miftre(s of the balanee of Europe,; made ufe of
her influence to diffribute kingdoms by caprice, and
exalt emperors upon her own terms [49).

The difcontents raifed in Great Britain, not only
by a feries of milcarriages and loffes, but by the
clamorous reprefentations of difappoiritment and
revenge, did not fail to have confiderable influence
in the elections for the new parliament. The opinion
of the public was fixed at leaft as to one object,
and the efforts of the minifter could no longer ftem
the torrent. ‘There dre times when corruption de-
feats itfelf, when promifes and threats become
equally ineffectual, and when gold itfelf is found to
lofe its weight.

The feflion began on the firft of December; and
on the fourth his majefty’s {peech was delivered. It
was drawn up with great art; and, according to
annual cuftom, re-echoed by complimentary ad-
dreffes from both houfes. ‘This, however, did not
pals without fome fhew of oppofition in the houfe of
peers. Lord Chefterfield, who, in his travels through
other countries, never loft fight of his own; and
while in purfuit of health and amufement did not
neglect collecting materials, and preparing himfelf
for bufinefs, thou ght it proper to {hew, that his com-

Voi. I. H plaifance
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plaifance and partiality to the French did not ex-
tend to their politics. Recovered to his former fiate
of health, and animated by the firong motives of
nationial intereft and national honor, he thundered
out what may be called his firft Philippic againft the
miniftry. He begins with a plain, yet ftrong, re-
prefentation of the diftrefsful fcene of Europe, and
recommends to the lords a general addrefs to the
throne after the manner of their anceftors, fuitable
to the dignity of thefe from whom it comes, and to
the oceafion upon which it is made. From the al-
lowed dificulties and dangers attending the prefent
fituation, he argues that what was loft could not be
regained but by meafures different from thofe which
had been purfued, and by the afliftance of ather
counfellors than thofe who had funk the nation into
contempt, and expofed it to the ravages of all their
neighbours.  Nothing, in his opinion, could raife
more confidence in foreign powers 1iill attached to
them, or more intimidate thofe whofe defigns it was
their intereft to defeat, than an open teflimony of
their. relolution, neither any longer to approve that
conduct by which the liberty of the half of Europe
had been endangered, nor to lavith praifes on the
men, Wwilo, 1n twenty years, never tranfacted any
thing for the benefit of their country. He then en-
ters into an artful ‘enumeration of paft meafures,
expofes their mfignificancy, and feverely arraigns
thof€ of ‘cowardice, if not of {omething worfe, who,
notwithftanding all admonitions, conftantly purfued
them. Why the'queen of Hungary, notwithftand-
ing all the motives of juffice and compaffion that
pleaded n her faver, was fuffered to be overpower-
ed by the natural enemies of this ‘nation, the rivals
of their trade, -and the perfecutors of their religion,
the whole world, he fays, has long afized to no pur-
pofe. Inftead of paying fubfidies for troops, never

o
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to be employed, and enriching foreign princes with  1741.
the plunder of a nation, which they cannot injure =4
and do not defend, he laments that the king of
Pruflia’s friendfhip was not obtained at any rate,
and mentions with indignation the late Hanover
neutrality. Lefs fanguine, however, for a land war,
the expences of which, he owns, were certain, and
the events hazardous, he lays the firefs of his argu-~
ment on the naval armaments. Having defcribed
the fuperiority of Englith fleets, {ea-officers and fai-
lors, and avowed the aflertions, however pompous
they might appear, that the Britons are placed the
centinels at the barriers of nature, and arbiters of
the intercourfe of mankind, he obferves, that this
dominion on the Ocean was afferted in former
times, in oppofition to powers far more able to
conteft it than thofe whom his country had fo long
fubmiflively courted, and were now evidently afraid
of. He lafily exhorts them not to defpair; but,
expecting their fafety only from a change of cown-
fels and of meafures, “not to praife before examin-
Ing, becaufe Inquiry comes too late after approbati-
on. This difcourfe was juftly applauded by the
fpeakers on the other fide, as well as on his own
but it did not prevent the ufual compliment from
being paid to the crown, or rather to the miniftry.

The oppofition had no better fuceefs in the fol-  1742.

lowing debate, and, indeed, vigorous refolutions

could hardly prevail in a houfe where minifters of a i

pacific turn bore fo confiderable a proportion. A i

majority of no more than twelve prevented a cen-

fure from being pafied on the neglet thewn by the

miniftry, in permitting fourteen out of the nineteen e

officers, belonging to the eftablifhment at Minorca, i

to be abfent at a time when that important ifland

was threatened with an invafion. ‘Lord Chefterfield
H 2 was
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was very active in the examination of the witneffes,
the difcuflion of the points in debate, and the pro-
eft that enfued upon the negative put to the mo-
tion. As he anfwered the lord chancellor on this
occafion, he was obliged to unite precifion with
clearniefs, and to prefer argument to declamation.
He allowed, however, fome {cope to his imagination
in appealing to the bench of bifhops, whether the
interefts of religion, as well as reafons of policy,
ought not to have produced fome attempts towards
making the Minorquins good proteftants and affec-
tionate fubjeéts. "There was likewile fomething
{triking in thefe remarkable, I had almoft faid pro-
phetic, words, * I think, Iam in duty obliged to
“ forewarn your lerdfhips, that if ever this ifland
¢ fhould be loft by any future neglet, the whole
“ nation will impute the lofs to your having put a
“ negative at this ttme upon: fiich a motion. .. .;
“ for after the lofs is incurred, no punithment you
¢ canr inflict upon the perfons guilty will be an
¢t atonement for your former indifference, which
¢ will be confidered as the eriginak caufe of that
¢ lofs?

The difpofitions'of the new houfe of commons
were much fooner difcovered than thofe of the
houfe of peers. The prime minifter could no longer
command a majority. So high were the popular
prejudices again{t him, that his dependents found it
expedient to abandon' him, in-order to preferve their
intereft at his expence [50]. Parties, indeed, {eem-
ed fo equally balanced, that no bufinefs of import-
ance could go on ; and the frial of fome of the con-
troverted elections thewed where the preponderancy
lay. To {upport his credit, the minifter endeavour-
ed in vain to divide the oppofition ; they divided,

mdeed, but not till after his fall,  "The offers made
to
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to the prince of Wales were peremptorily refufed, Y742-
as coming from the man whom he accufed of being
the author of the grievances at home, and of the
mifcarriages abroad. Thus, no longer able to con-
tinue at the helm, and in danger of meeting with i
greater feverity if he perfifted in his refiftance, he i
refigned all his places. The king, prepared for |
this neceffary facrifice, accepted of his refignation ;

but thought proper to fhew his regretof lofing him,

by beflowing upon him the moft fatisfactory marks

of perfonal regard and protection [51]. In order

to vacate his feat in the lower houfe, he was raifed

to the upper, by being made g peer. The new

earl of Orford’s good humour, good nature, and

experienced benevolence, {ecured him the affection

of his relations, friends, and numerous attendants.

Time did juftice to his character [52] ; a veil was

drawn over his errors, and even his political com-

petitors feem univerfally to have allowed him abili-
ties, and at leaft comparative merit [53].

The fall of the minifter was not attended with
that total change of men and meafures, which the
majority of the country party had expected. By
this revolution, Mr. Pulteney, who had for a long
fime been the leader of the oppefition in the houfe
of commons, .found himfelf in a {ituation that ren-
dered him, in fome meafure, the arbiter between
the crown and the people: but this place was too
exalted, too much expofed, to be fecure. The
triumph of a popular tribune feldom continues for
any length of time ; and he who can do what he
will, unlefs he attempts all, muit foon give way fo
thofe wha are more daring, = He thought, that by
declining to take the rudder, he might have pre-
ferved his authority with the public, and his influ-
ence at court. But his moderation was unfuccefsful.

Perfonally
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Pérfonally difliked by the fov vereign for what he
might have done, and by a great part of the na-
tion for what he did not do, he irrecoverably loft
the party he deferted [54], and obtained from the
other a title without power [55].

"The vacancies occafioned by the removal of the
old minifter, and of a few of his moft immediate
dependents, were foon filled by thofe whigs who, -
from a diflike of the perfon, difapprobation of the
meafures, or eagernefs after the places, had before
joined the di fcontented of other dénominations.
The new adminiftration admitted but few either of
the tories, or of the violent republicans, and thus
contracting their political ground, they left the dif-
tinction of the broad bottoms to tht. fucceeding oppo-
fition. Thefe, gloried in that comprehenfive hame,
but rejected with fcorn that of faction with which
they were branded.

The moft confiderable acquifition made by the
court was that of lord Carteret ; and, at the pre-
fent junéture, none could be of greater importance,
His great knowledge of the qfﬁms of Europe, en-
terprifing geniug, and high principles of govern-
ment, very pliable to the defires of a mafter, raifed
him to the place of prime minifter ; a place, at this
crifis, as little to be envied as it was difficult to be
filled. 'The king, whofe language he fpoke, and
whofe views hé ennobled, at the fame time that he
indulged him in his favorite prejudices, foon gave
him as great a thare of his perfonal affection as he
ever could beflow. ‘The drooping {pirits of the na-
tion bﬁgan torevive, A Richelieu was expected to
take place of a Mazarin, and the people rejoiced at
thc exchange of an over-cautious guide for one, who,

mated with the ancient {pirit of chivalry, feemed
to have been fent from heaven to fatisfy their mott

ardent thirft of glory.
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Lord Chefterfield might have expefted to have 1742

had forme fhare in the new adminifiration, having

been fo inftrumental in bringing about the late re-

volution. But whether through jealoufy in the chiefs,

diflike in the monarch, or unwillingnefs in the earl te il
accept of engagements, unlefs he knew and approv- Al
ed of the terms [55], hie was left out of the lift; and
this negle¢t may appear a fufficient excufe for his re-
fufing, fome years after, to be concerned in the mi-
niftry with thofe who, at this time, {hewed them-
felves fo indifferent, if not averfe, for admitting him
into their affociation,

Some thinking perfons there were, who feeing the
name of Chefterfield omitted in the lift of the mi-
niftry, and that of Argyll foon firuck out of it by
himfelf, began, even at this early period, to find
fault with the choice, and miftruft the abilities of the
new pilots. ~Of the many fatyrical pieces publithed ;
at that time, T fhall only tranfcribe part of an ode, !
which feemed fironger marked, and was better re- |
ceived, than moft other poetical productions of the
fame date [56].

Thus deprived of the afliftance of fome of the
moft confiderable of the party whom he had been
connected with, and was now obliged to oppofe,
lord Chefterfield found, in a fucceffion of young {pi-
rited peers, a feafonable fupply of auxiliary forces.
Thefe were the duke of Bedford, the earls of Halifax
and Sandwich, lords Talbot and Lonfdale, toge-
ther with a few fupporters of the late minifter, who
now joined the new oppofition.

i
:
|

The earl’s eloquence was particularly animated in
the famous debate on a bill paffed in the houfe of
commons, the obje¢t of which was to encourage
witnefles to give in their evidence againit the late
minifter, by the promife of indemnity to themfelves

for
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1742. for the thare they might have had in the corrupt
== tranfactions he was fulpeéted of, Lord Carteret,
formerly the accufer of Sir Robert, now ftood fcnth

the advocate of the earl of Orford. Never did the
acutenefs, comprehenfivenefs, and precifion, of that
eloquent 1p{>al~,u fhine more eminently than on this
occafion. He was complimented both by thofe who
fupported the fame fide with himfelf, and by thofe

who oppofed it. "There was fomething particularly
m.emitsng and elegant in the manner in which lord
Chefterfield began his anfwer, or rather his fecond
rhmppm ““ I'have fo long,” he faid, * honoured

1‘]'1. abilities, and {o often concurred with the opi-

“ nion of the noble lord who began the debate, that

““ I cannot, without unufual concern, rife up now to

“ {peak in oppofition to him ; nor could any other

‘ motive {upport me under the apparent difadvan-

¢ tage of a conteft {o unequal, but the confcioufnefs

“ of upright intentions, and the concurrence of the

“ whole nation.” This exordium did not prevent

him from exerting all his powers in the fupport of

the bill, which he reprefented as fuggefted by ne-

ceflityy authorized by fimilar inftances of former and

even prefent times, free from the i imputations of in-
juftice and cr m]t\, He then entered into a particu-

Jar difcuffion of the nature of oral evidence, and en-
deavoured to remove the fufpicions about witnefles

eing induced by fuch an encrmrqge*nem to give a
e uﬂm'mng,, without being liable to detection.
le was particularly wehemen* at the end of his
{fpeech. As it had been afferted, that no real
charge could be alledged to juftify an inufual
mode of feverity, “ We are upbraided,” he faid,
““ with our own declarations, that the perfon menti-
““ oned in this bill would qulckl}' find accufers, when
“ he thould be divefted of his authority., Behold him

&6 r
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« now, fay his advocates, reduced from his envied
« eminence, and placed on a level with his fellow-
« fubjeéts | behold him no longer the diftributer of
« employments, or the difburfer of the public trea-
t fures ; fee him divefted of all fecurity, but that of
“ innocence, and yet no accufations are produced.
« This, my lords, is a topic fo fruitful of panegyric,
“and fo happily adapted to the imagination of a
« perfon long ufed to celebrate the wifdom and in-
“ tegrity of minifters [57], that, were not the prefent
“ queftion of too great importance to admit falfe
“ conceffions, I fhould fuffer it to remain without
“ controverfy, But this is no time for criminal in-
“ dulgence, and therefore I fhall annihilate this
“fhort-lived triumph, by obferving, that to be out
“ of place is not neceflarily to be out of power. A
“ minifter may retain his influence, who has refign-
“ ed his employments ; he may ftill retain the favor
% of his prince, and poffefs him with a falfe opinion
%that he can only fecure his authority by protecting
“him ; or, what thereis an equal reafon to {ufpett,
“ his fucceflor may be afraid of concurring ina law,
“ which may hereafter be revived againft himfelf.”
An objection had been raifed againft the bill by fome
of his noble antagonifts, which was founded on the
regard due to  their dignity, and the cautioufnefs
they ought to a& with in charging thofe with crimes
who had a feat among them. This objetion he
turned into an argument to incite the lords to be
watchful againft the leaft fufpicion that might fall
ipon them, to ejet pollution from their walls, and
preferve their power by keeping their reputation
pure and untainted. The bill was rejected, not fo
much perhaps becaufe fuch an exertion of power
could only be juftified by the fupreme law of necef-
iy, a5 on account of the obvious confequences
hat might have attended a too full difcovery. The

country
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country party in the houfe of® commons highly re-
fented the negative put by the lords upon their bill,
and as vainly attempted to pafs a vete of cenfure
on this indifputable prerogative.

Another bill, which had been paffed in the fame
houfe, met with no better fate in that of peers.
Under pretence of fecuring trade and navigation in
time of war, itimplied a fevere reproofof the pre-
ceding adminiftration, and laid a reftraint upon the
prefent board of admiralty. ‘The earl of Winchel-
{ea, who prefided at that board, expofed the defe@s
of that bill in fuch a diffin& manner, as to oblige his
antagonifts to admit that it could not be paffed
without fuch alterations as would have made it
quite 2 new one. It may be doubted whether lord
Chefterfield, who wifhed the bill not to be rejected,
without fome attempts to amend it, was altogether
fincere in the following expreflions, ¢ Were all
* men like the noble lord whom I am now attempt-
“ing to anfwer, vigilant to difcover, fagaciousto
“ diftinguifh, and induftrious to profecute the inte-
“ reft of the public, I fhould be far from propofing
“that they fhould be conftrained . by rule, or re-
* quired to follow any guide but their own reafon.”
Some irony was perhaps likewife mixed with great
good humor and truth in the introduétion to the
reply. “ As the known fincerity of that noble lord
““ allows no reafon for {ufpecting that he would be-
“ ftow any praife where he did not believe there was
““ fome defert, and ashis penetration and acutenefs
“ fecure him from being deceived by falfe appear-
** ances of merit, 1 cannot but applaad myfelf for
“having obtained his efteem, which I hope will not
* be forfeited by my future conduét.”

The parliamentary bufinefs had been, during this
feflion, fo extenfive and fo important, that lord

Chefterfield
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Chefterfield was detained in town longer than was
confiftent with his defire of taking another journey
to Spa. For though the waters of that place had
greatly relieved him of his diforders, which were
vertigos, languors, and other nervous fymptoms, he
was far frot being entirely cured, and found fuch 2
retutn of his complaints during the winter, as made

him conclude that his fhattered tenement, as he ex- -

preffed it, would admit of but half repairs, and mufl
have them annually. ¢ In fhort,” fays he in a let-
ter to his phyfician Dr. Cheyne, after all the at-
“tention and obfervation Iam capable of, I can
“ hardly fay what does me good and what not. My
¢ conflitution conforms itfelf fo much to the humor
“of the times, that it changes almoit daily its
% friends for its enemies, and its enemies for its
“ friends.” Being difappointed of crofling the fea,
he took his refuge at Bath, where the waters never
fatled to give him a temporary relief.

As lord Chefterfield was not lefs zealous for the
fervice of his friends than for that of his country, and
was univerfally confidered as the beft judge as well
as patron of men of letters, he had frequent oppor-
tunities of being ufeful to them ; one of which had
offered during the courfe of the laft winter. The
reliét of the great duke of Marlborough, being defir-
ous of fubmitting to pofterity her political conduct,
as well as her lord’s, applied to our earl for a proper
perfon to receive her informations, and put the me-
moirs of her life into @ proper drefs. Mr. Hooke,
the celebrated writer of an excellent Roman hiftory,
was recommended by him for that purpofe. He
accordingly waited upon the dutchefs, while fhe
was fiill in bed opprefied by the infirmities of age.
But knowing who he was, fhe immediately got her-
{elf lifted up, and continued fpeaking during fix

hours.
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hours. She delivered to him, without any notes,
her account in the moft lively as well as the moft
connected manner. As fthe was not tired herfelf,
{he would have continued longer the bufinefs of
this firft {itting, had fhe not perceived that M,
Hooke was quite exhaufted, and wanted refrefh-
ment as well as reft. So eager was fhe for the
completion of the work, that fhe infifted upon Mr.
Hooke’s not leaving her houfe till he had finithed
it. 'This was done in a fhort time ; and her grace
was fo well pleafed with the performance, that fhe
complimented the author with a prefent of z000/
a fum which far exceeded his expectations. As
{oon as he was free, and permitted to quit the houfe
of his benefactrefs, he haftened to the earl, to thank
him for his favor, and communicated to him his
good fortune, The perturbation of mind he was
under, occafioned by the flrong fenfe of his obli-
gation, plainly appeared in his flammering out his
acknowledgments ; and he who had fucceeded fo
well as the interpreter of her grace’s fentiments,
could fcarcely utter his own.

As the majority of the nation were greatly pre-
Judiced in favor of the new minii’[__'ers, they found no
difficulty in obtaining from the two houfes what-
ever they demanded; and they profefled to have
no other views but to profecute the war with vigor,
in order to procure a {peedy and honarable termi-
nation of it. A confiderable fupply in money was
voted to the heroine, who fo bravely defended her
hereditary rights. Sixteen thoufand men of the
Britith army were fent over to her affiftance in
Germany ; and the Dutch were induced, though
with difficulty, to make a third and confiderable
augmentation in their forces. A neutrality was ob-
izined of the king of Pruffia by negociation, and
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of the king of the two Sicilies by menaces. The
eleGor of Saxony was detached from the grand al-
liance. ‘The king of Sardinia was enabled to make
a vigorous and fuccefsful {tand againit the united
forces of France and Spain in Italy ; and a confi-
derable interelt was created in the empire in
favor of the family who had fo long given it a
head.

The fuccefles of the eanipaign equalled at firft
the promifes and wifhes of thofe who had planned
it. Never perhaps, from one year to another, was
there a revolution more rapid and mere complete.
The queen of Hungary, no longer over-awed by
the a&tivity of her near and ambitious neighbour,
treated her other enemies as the had been treated by
them. She not only cleared her Auftrian territories
of the new emperor’s troops, but retaliated upon
himin the fevereft manner his threatened fiege of
her capital, by driving him ouit of hisown. Bava-
ra, for the time, made her amends for the lofs of
Stlefia ; Bohemia was recovered ; and whillt one
French army was befieged in Prague; the other
which, in expeétation of coming to its relief, had
been obliged to quit the neighbourhood of Hanover,
was forced to ftruggle againft fword and famine, and
never could penetrate through the paffes of Bohe-
mia. - Of {eventy-five thoufand men, led into Ger-
many under the condu@ of the experienced ge-
nerals Belleifle and Broglio, fcarce twenty thoufand
returned fo their native country. The Spanifh
forces, not being joined by the Neapolitan troops,
fhared a fimilar fate; and the infant of Spain, who,
with-a corps of Frenchmen attempted a paffage
through the A lps, was equally unfuccefsful. . Even the
operations at fea, though lefs brilliant, were calcu-

fated
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1742. lated to rettieve the honor of the Britith flag ; and
= the blocking up of the French and Spanifh fisets
in the port of Toulon, feemed to fecure to Britain

the empire of the fea.

In moft wars, opportunities are offered to either
of the contending parties to obtain a good peace,
which all wife nations muft prefer to the moft glo-
rious viCtories. France, baffled in her defigns, for
want of an earlier and better directed exertion of
her power, faw the decifive inftant fled, and found
herfelf reduced to the neceflity of offering moderate
terms to the queen of Hungary. But in proportion
to her advances, the queen and her allies raifed both
their expeftations and their demands. I.ord Stair,
m whom the gallant {pirit of the Edwards and the
Henrys feemed to revive, formed the moft fanguine
projects, and offered to his enterprizing ‘nation the
flattering profpect of an expedition to Paris. The
Britifh king, inflamed with that thirft of glory which
infpired his youth, when he fought by the fide of
the great duke of Marlborough, and learned to
conquer under him, had long withed himfelf, like
king William, at the head of a confederate army;
and, in order to form it, fixteen thoufand Hano-
verians were taken into Britifh pay.

‘This meafure, as expenfive to England as it was
beneficial to Hanover, was ftriétly canvafled in the
next feflion of parliament. Lord Cheflerfield de-
clared his fentiments immediately on the opening of
the feflion. When the addrefs of thanks, imply-
mg compliments to the miniftry, was propoled,
he openly avowed his reluctance to applaud, before
the circumftances of the new meafure were difclofed,
and their confequences juftified by the event. His
ebject indeed, was that of a good citizen, as well as

of
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of a wife flatefman. It was the faving of Englith  1742.
treafure and Englith blood. He by no means
could approve the wafling of both in vifionary
fchemes and impracticable attempts. He thought
the purpofes of the war, at leait upon the con-
tinent, could now be attained, if by wafteful, _.
unfaithful, unprofitable confederacies, their com- i
mon and too powerful enemies were not pro-
voked, without any chance of being thoroughly
fubdued. When, in the beginning of the next
year, the expediency of taking fo many additional
forces into pay was confidered [58], he difclofed in
the ftrongeft manner his political principles, and per-
haps his refentment. Asit fell to his lot to anfwer
his old friend and new antagonift the earl of Bath,
he fpared no pains to thew himfelf not inferior to fo
diftinguithed a fpeaker. It were to be wifhed, that
in the courfe of this debate, as well as of that which
came on the next year upon the {ame fubject, his
lordfhip had not ufed, in {peaking of his fovereign,
fome expreflions which the heat of oppofition could
fcarce excufe. The reafons on which his oppofition
was founded, were contained in the proteft entered
on this occafion. The name of lord Chefterfield
was at the head of the fourand twenty peers who
figned it ; and, in order to leave no doubt of the
fhare he had in it, he introduced it in a manner
which proved at leaft that he wasin earneft. “To
“ fhew, my lords, that I do not oppofe the miniftry
“ for the fake of obftructing the public countels, or
“of irritating thofe whom I defpair to defeat, and
“ that [ am not afraid of trufting my conduct to-the
“ Impartial examination of pofterity, I fhall beg
“leave. to enter; with my proteft, the reafons |
“ which have influenced me in this day’s (Feb. 1, i
“.1743) deliberation, that they may be confidered
“ when this queftion fhall no longer be a point of

“ intereft,
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“ intereft, and our prefent jealoufies and animofities

s i oo - 33
* are for gotten.

Minifters engaged in a war, and efpecially in 4
continental one, are neceflarily obliged to procure
continual {upplies; and in the impofition of new
taxes, a thing in itfelf always unpopular, and only
juftified by fuccefsful expeditions, are conftantly
oppofed by their enemies, whofe intereft it is to
obftruct their meafures, and to eclipfe their glory.
An inftance of this appeared with regard to the
money raifed by the new bill for retailing fpirituous
liquors. ‘The pernicious effects of thefe liquors
upon the common people had been very obvious in
the increafe of mortality in this great metropolis.
Phyficians as well as divines had joined in their en-
deavours to check fo greatan evil. Their remon-
{trances had been attended to; and in concurrence
with their advice an aét had been paffed in the ninth
year of this reign (17 36), which prohibited any per-
fon from felling fpirituous liquors, in finaller quan-
tities than two gallons, without a licence. Fifty
pounds were to be paid for this privilege of admi-
niftering draughts  of poilon to fellow-fubjeéts;
and few people perhaps would have purchafed it at
that rate. But the a&, from the difficulty of its
being executed, had failed of its effeét. It had been
found impofiible to deteét all the petty dealers by
whom it was infringed. Informations had been
difcouraged, and informers rendered infamous ;
and as fpirituous liquors, and in particular that
which is called gin, continued to beé fold in {mall
obfcure fhops, almoft in every fireet, few people
thought it worth their while to take out thefe ex-
penfive licences.  ‘Thus was the law defeated, the
quantity of diffilled  fpirits every year increafedc;

and
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and drunkennefs, with its fatal confequences, ren-
dered more prevalent by the very efforts made to
check it. The number of gallons confumed in one
year appeared to amount to feven millions: A mew
bill was therefore propofed, and paffed in the houfe
of commons, by which a {mall duty of one penny
per gallon was laid on at the flill head, and the
price of the licences reduced to twenty fhillings. It
was -eafily forefeen that, by this act, a confidera-
ble fum would be raifed ; but it was not equally
 clear that the confumption of thefe deftrutive li-
quors would be leflened, and the progrefs of vice in
any degree flopped. On the contrary, lord Hervey
and other oppofers of the bill, reprefented it as an
indulgence granted to thofe who would pay the
tax, a legal eftablithment of vice, and a methed
of increafing the income by the deftruction of the
people. In a cafe which {o nearly affe€ted the in-
terefts of fociety and religion, the ecclefiaftical lords,
and in particular the bifhop of Oxford (Dr. Secker),
exprefled themfelves with a zeal becoming their or-
der. They attacked the bill by arguments. Lord
Chefterfield expofed it to ridicule by admirable
firokes of irony and wit. His fpeeches were exqui-
fite pieces of humor and feverity. He ftiled the
money that was immediately raifed on this bill,
the: drinking-fund ; and the law which authorized
the levying of the duty, the effect of that practice,
of which it was intended to be likewife the caufe.
It is reported that, on fecing the reverend bench
voting on the fame fide with himfelf, he f{aid he
doubted whether he had not got on the wrong
hide of the queftion, not haying had the honor of
being in the company of fo many lawn-fleeves
for feveral years.
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His lordfhip had lefs fcope to difplay his vein of
‘uifalit:m".' in the debate for quieting of corporations.
it is futhciently known that many of the ancient
rs granted to particular boroughs were charged

with Luvlu, which the alteration of times and cir-
cumitances have rendered abfurd and impracticable.
Such claufes, therefore, gradually fink into difufe
example fupplies the place of rule, and a feries of
3.-;1'ﬁ-c-ct:_1.f'11tq i this as well as in many other in-
ftances, is confidered as the beft interpreter of obfo-
lete laws.  But yet, fome inconveniencies have fre-
quently arifen from this prefcriptive deviation
The neglect of fome of the forms or conditions pre
fcribed bv fuch charters, in the eleion of officers,
though often overlooke Llludllfr“ﬂl anonce afforded
1 pretence to minifters, to lay afide 1?:1- nomination
of obnoxious perfons; and even t6 threaten commi-
aiﬁt-s with the forfeiture of their charters. This had
been the cafe with regard to lnc, mayor of Melcom-
regis in the county of Dorfet. Fhe charter L"'!['lﬁ-]cu-
the election of that fi perior magiftrate to the ranl
of fimple burgeffes, m.d as 1* made the mayor ql--
derman for life after he ‘1” éd through his office,
it feemed to exclude him from: ever becoming
mayor again. By this provifion, the number of
aldermen in-a fmall town muft foon become equal
to the number of inhabitants, and, in-order to main-
tain the annual ele@ions, the econdition had been:
neglected for one hundred and twenty-five years.
This neglect was taken 'mtn.\, of on-the following
-aculi'on In the late elechon of me mbers of ‘“hi'[l
ament, the mayor was t‘mdont to have l:»c.t:n too
much influenced by a party nomination, and he was
foon after threatened w ith, and T)1{}iL’ul’{Ld by, a
140 warranio. "The caufe, being determined againfh
aum at the court of king’s bem,l 1, was b;ought by
appeal
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appeal before the houfe of lords, where the fentence
was confirmed upon the unanimous advice of the
judges. Yet as, in the courfe of the proceedings,
the abfurdity of the claufe, and the authority of ar
ufage fanctified by a practice of above a century
were firongly urged by the oppofition, and inde d
allowed by the majority, a motion was made fora
new law, to fecure for the future the election of of-
ficers it corporate towns, when made according to
ancient cuftom, though riot agreeably fo the exprefs
letter of the charters. A bill was accordingly drawn
up and prefented, but was found in many refpects
improper and infufficient. Lord Cholmondeley ex-
pofed the danger of aflenting to an indifcriminate
violation of charters. Lord Hardwicke allowed that
the bill was in itfelf fundamentally right ; but in=
fifted that, in its prefent form, it would produce
more and greater evils than thofe it was intended to
remedy. He thewed that if the prefcription were
limited to a very fhort time, the moit dangerous
confequences would follow, and ifit were fixed ata
very long term, little or no effeé could be expected
from it. But why too long or too fhort, anfwered
lord Chefterfield, is there thern no medium, and
could not fuch a medium be hit on? Yet, notwith-
flanding his lordfhip’s efforts, it feemed to be at
laft allowed on all fides, that although the evil com-
plained of was real, yet it was perhaps one of thofe
it became the lcglﬂatwe power to wink at, or not

attempt to cure radically, till the abufe fhould prove

confiderable enough to require it.

As foon as the feflion was over, the monarch fet
out for the ¢ontinent. An equal number of Britith

and electoral troops, joined to a fmall body of

Auftrians, defended the banks of the Mayne againit
I 2 a fuperiox
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a {uperior army of the French. A confiderable re-
inforcement of Heflians and Hanoverian auxiliaries
was advanced ata fmall dillance ; but their nearer

approach was {lopped by the enemy, and the junc-
tion. conld not be effected without a battle. Lord
Stair, who comn an ded the confederate, otherwife

called the pragmatic army, {oon met with a ftrong

i

oppofition to his {cheme S, both from the minifters
1 {

at home, and from the f anrl gc;r:rals. '1'11:: f1r41
feemed inchined to an eeconomical half war, the la
x=-|'.'n“d to preferve L]'l{_"- troops. 11115 1'[!'-..-}4_1;}1.357

conflict had prevented the marfhal from endeavour-
ing to L]"‘-*'l,'-_-}l: an unfavourable {ituation, and from
attempting to extricate himfelf by a decifive firoke.

His camp, which eccupied the firing of a bow, was
atly outflanked by the French, who were maiters
the country around him, and in a great meafure
cut off his communications. He found himfelf en-
gaged 1n an il managed defenfive campaign, when
his genius led him on to an offenfive one. The king
was impatiently expected to put an end to thefe ir-
z'r:l.vilzt.e_,.ls_ He came at laft towards the mmddle of

ore
D
C'L

June, with the duke of Cill‘ﬂ'}r-*']-u;:'}j and put him-
felf at the head of a divided, difcontented, and dif-

heartened army. In want of all neceflaries, and
under theimpofibility of attacking the enemy, but
with great difadvantage, he was f<.'aavs'--\!, eight days
after his arrival, to begin his operations by a retreat
This had been forefeen by the enemy. Marfhal
Noailles, their commander, had pofted his army in
fuch a manner, as to render the defiles, and in par-
ticular that of Dettingen, 1hmrlcrh which the Eriti(h
troops with the king were to pafs, expofed to attacks
on all fides. By this judicious difpofition, and the
fire of a numerous artillery, he thought himfelf
certain either of reducing the confederates to a

{ituation
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fituation not very different from that of the Romans

furrounded by the Sammites in the Caudine forks, -

or of cutting them off, without any ddnger to him-
{elf. Heis even faid to have entertained the hopes
of making the king his prifoner. But all his mea-
fures were difconcerted, and the fortune of the day
reverfed, by the rafh impetuofity of one of his ge-

eral officers, who, infead of obeying his orders,
and patiently waiting for his enemies, crofled a ri-
vilet, and engaged himfelf in the marfhy defile he
was pofled to defend. This obliged the French
general to march to his fupport, and to abandon
the advantage of his ftrong pofls, as well as of his
batteries on the other fide of the Mayn. A general
action was thus brought on, in which the gallantry
of the troops, fighting under the eye of their king,
animated by his words, and {purred on by his ex-
ample, foon fnatched the victory from the hands of
their rivals, and forced thofe to fly from whom be-

fore they weére retreating.” ‘The confequences of

this attion were not fo- confiderable as they might
have been, if the enemy had been immediately and
clofely purfued, their retreat over the Rhine cut
off, ora powerful diverfion made towards French
Flanders. Inftead of this, the fidd of battle was
left to the enemy, who, not C:lt'il}g to venture upon
another trial after the juncion of the Heflians, retired
leifurely to their own country. Lord: Stair finding
fiis projects flighted, himfelf difregarded, and fo-
teign counfels and concerns preferred to mational
intereft, thought proper to' refign, and, as he ex-
prefled it, to return to the plough [50]. The duike
of Marlborough, with feveral other officers, followed
the example of the general, and, on their réturn,
communicated their difguft to their countrymen.

The
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17473, The members of the new cabinet were not much |
== more fortunate in their political than in their mili~
tary operations. The emperor, deferted by thofe
to whom he owed his vain title and his real ruim,
wifhed to break a connetion fo fatal to his houfe,
and to effect, almoft on any terms, a reconciliation
with “u jueen of Hungary. As fhe had at that
time little dependence but on the fupport of Great
3»r§+..-1|;1, however fhe might have been influenced
by female pride and juﬁ refentment, the Englith
minifiry could, and perhaps ought, to have ob hqwd
her to accept the advantageous offers that were

made her. Lm‘:u:ppi[_y both the counfellors near the {

king, and thofe in L ﬂr‘drm were far from being of :
?511..-wf.p'-n'ama Tlr adve CES ¢ of an hnmb"-- enemy

nmt‘i tter recei \*nl-, &mi the two factions that di-

vided the cabinet threw on each other the blame of

the ill fuccefs of the Hanau negociations [60].

‘The new treaties of Drefden and of Worms were

not concluded with greater unanimity. Though

they procured to the queen of H ingary the afliftance

of the Polith and Sardinian monarchs, they drained

the Britifh treafury, and proved detrimental to the

common caufe. The one renewed the jealoufies of {

the king of Pruffia, the other alienated the Genoefe, |

and rendered the INeapolitan neutrality ineffectual.

Even the twenty thoufand men, who were with great

difficulty obtained from the Dutch, and nmrch“

more as {pectators than as auxiliaries, furnithed a

pretence fo the French king for tu'ad\:msﬂ their bar-

rer.  Flafhed with {I_mceis, he invaded their coun-

try, and by a feries of victories and conquefts

brought that flourithing commonwealth to the brink

of ruin ; thus verifying lord Chefterficld’s prophecy,

that, if Holland fhould ever be induced or cbliged
10
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to become a joint adventurer in the fame projedt,

£y

L7435

her fufferings would be fo much the greater, asfhe =~

was more expofed to the firength and fary of the
enemy [61].

Nothing but lord Chefterfield’s inc ~m1'11 on and
zeal for the honor of his country could juftify the
feverity of his fpeech on the next meeting of parlia-
ment. Though he declared he did not intend to
deny any of the panegyric to his majefty, or even
to his minifters, yet, by an artful diftin&ion be-
tween the words behaviour and conduéi, he more than
hinted, that, while he did not difpute the bravery
of the monarch on the day of action, he thought
himfelf at liberty to refufe his approbation to the
management of the campaign.

He exprefled himfelf with fiill greater freedom in
the debates about continuing the Hanoverian treops
in Britith pay after the expiration of the term for
which they had been hired, No doubt, the heat of
party carried him much teo far, when he painted
their conduct, with regard to the Englith, in the
blackeft colours, Tn the fubfequem u.mpaigns
they effeCtually cleared their chara&er ; they gained
the efteem, and have ever fince pitiumed the
fiendfhip, of their fellow-fubjects. The whole
firength of both parties was difplayed on this occa-
fion, and the queftion, under different forms, wag

fully debated by the moft accomplifhed orators of

the time. In the houfe of commons ftood, on one
fide, Sir William Young, Mr. Horace Walpole [62],
Mr. Fox, and lord Percival [63] ; and on the other,
Mr. Nugent, Mr. G. Grenville, lord Quarendon,
and Mr. Pitt. In the houfe of peers, the minifterial
party was chiefly fupported by the dukes of New-
caftle and Argyle, the marquis of Tweedale, the
earls of Chelmondeley and Bath, and by the lords
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Bathurft, Carteret, and Hardwicke ; while the chief
oppofers were the dukes of Bedford and Marlho.
rough, the earls of Sandwich and Halifax, the lords
Hervey, Lonfdale, Gower, and Talbot. But none
of them made a more confpicuous figure than our
carl, who did equal juftice to his caufe, and to thofe
from whom he diffented. 'The earl of Morton [64]
was diftinguithed in a particular manner by him,
He called him the moft formidable as well as mofi
candid of his antagonifts; one who difdained the
hateful arts of fophiftry, and who forced reverence,
efteem, and love, even from thofe whom their con-
fcience obliged to oppofe him. Notwithftanding the
liberties he took with the royal character, he paid
fome compliments to the perfonal virtues of the
king, and lamented that his honeft heart was too
cafily mifled by artifice and mifreprefentation.

But while the parliament was engaged in thefe
ufelefs and acrimonious debates, the French court,
highly exafperated that their overtures of peace had
been rejected, was aiming, by a fudden effort, to
terminate the war. While patriots were contend-
ing, and ftatefmen lulled in {ecurity, an invafion
of the ifland was preparing, the more alarming as
it was unexpeéted. Cardinal de Tencin, the petu-
lant fucceffor of the more moderate Fleury, who
owed his dignity to the pretender, was refolved to
make at leaft the appearance of an effort in his
favor. With this view his eldeft fon was fent for
from Ttaly, and preparations made to convey the
young adventurer into England, with a confider-
able body of troops, in hopes of dividing the na-
tion, and of difturbing, if not fubverting, the go-
vernment. Several fhips of war and tranfports had
bzen affembled at Breft and Rochefort, with as

mucti
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much fecrefly as expedition ; fifteen thoufand men 1744
were ready to embark at Dunkirk, Boul \f“:}:, and 5

Calais ; and count de Saxe, the moft altive o 1.16
French generals, was appointed to command t
expedition. It is even faid that he had taken 2 11‘51-
to London in the courfe of the v-"mt-‘*r, ari i
concerted the plan of operations with for
difaffected party. The month of Febn

pitched upon for this undertaking ; the tr:-:gl:pc-rts
were ready, and the fleet intended to fuppost them
was cruifing in the channel from the Lizard to the
Downs, before the Britifh cabinet were f{ufficiently
roufed. Happily a violent florm that arofe, drove
afhore, defiroyed or damaged the traniports, Urmtl
annoyed the French fleet, and nearly occafioned its
deftru¢tion. In the mean while, Sir John Norris,
who with great difficulty had flipt out of Porti-
mouth, had found means to join the fhipsthat came
out from the river, and to affemble a fleet fuperior
to that of the enemy; but he was prevented by
wind and tide from coming up with them. The
Englith coaft, however, was now fufficiently guard-
ed; all orders of men took the alarm, and exprefi-
ed their zeal for the reigning family [65]; feveral
noblemen raifed regiments at their own expence, to
employ thermn in the fervice of their king and coun-
try ; and the earl of Stair, together with the duke
of Marlborough, no longer remembered. their
caufes of complaint. They offered their fervices
to the king with great ze 1, and were reinftated in
their former r:f)mm’l,ncl, hus forgetting their ani-
mofities to unite their efforts agamh their common
enemy,

But even at this very initant a debate of fome
tonfequence arofe in the houfe of peers.. The law
palied 4n the l'eigji of queen Ann, making it trea-
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fonable to correfpond with the pretender, was, on
account of this attempt, and of fome difcoveries
that had been made, moved to be extended to his
fon. A bill was paffed in confequence in the houfe
of commons, and when it came before the lords,
the earl of Hardwicke propofed to revive a claufe for
continuing the forfeiture of titles and eftates upon
the pofterity of thofe who fhould be convicted of
treafonable correfpondences, during the lives of the
two fons of the pretender, after the death of their
father. The duke of Bedford, the young lord
Hervey, and efpecially lord Talbot, warmly oppof-
ed the claule, which was defended with great abi-
lity by the lords Cholmondeley, Tlchefter, zm& Car-
teret. The earl of Chefterfield took part with the
former. He fupported with great eloquence what
he called the caufe of future generations, as well as
of juftice a.Ild humanity, He availed himfelf of the
authority of f bithop Burnet, who, when the law of
forfeiture was paffed for Smtlfmd in 1409, voted
agamit it, and left it upon record that he did fo [66].
He cndcummnfd to fhew the abfurdity of the pro-
pofed claufe irom political arguments, its iniquity
from moral principles, and its contrariety to funda-
mental laws, “ I hope,” faid he, « to h heard
“ with more attention, as I cannot be fufpected of
any private views, or imagined to "pm}; from any
other motives Iu]}. conviction. I have no chil-

(44
L1

“dren to excite my tendetnefs, or turn me afide

from the moft rigid juftice. 'Thefe are times, in
which it is no din“i;;'iiinn of happinefs to reflet
:E :-}(t 1]"‘ IjJ\.‘.l 1 (_fc ‘}f

~
i~

arent are denied, times
in which it may be reafonably the defire of every
lord rather to leave t.'a:-h'-.r.d him a good example
than a numerous pofterity.---The reverend pre-
“ lates are lefs interefted in the decifion of this great

De
k.

= queltion than the reft of vour lordfhips, fince their
1

g T_'I_L"\.‘
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¢ titles do not defcend to their pofterity, and there-
« fore if they oppofe this claufe, they can only op-
 pofe it from their perfuafion that it is abfurd and
« ynjuft. But you, my lords, whofe titles and whofe
¢ fortunes are hereditary, and who think it fome
“ part of your happinefs that your pofterity will en-
v jo*; _‘,.'0*_1-1‘ honors---have {till other reafons to influ-
“ence you to oppofition. You, my lords, whofe ho-
“ norsare antient, and who derive fame and dignity
“ from the actions of your illuftrious anceftors, un-
“ doubtedly defire to tranfmit thefe advantages to
“future generations. And you, my lords, whofe
“honors are lately conferred upon your families,
“muft defire that they may, in time, obtamn the
“fanction of antiquity. But if this claufe fhould
“once be made a law, the exiftence of our noble
“ families is at the mercy of every prince, of every
“ minifter, of every informer—-It will be no fecurity
“to be without guilt; he only can imagine himfelf
out of danger, who is without fortune—-Let us
not, my lords, make ourfelves infamous to our
pofterity, by bequeathing them a law, which muft
keep them in perpetual alarms, and which will
give wickednefs fo much advantage over virtue—
“Let us not break through all the rules of morality
“ only to infure liberty---If we muft offer incenfe to
the throne, let us offer it at our own expence,
that pofterity may rather ridicule our folly than
curfe our wickednefs; and let us refolve not to
proftitute the power, with which the virtue of our
anceftors has invefted us, to the deftrudtion of
thofe, who, in time, will count us among their
progenitors, but with this difference, that, as we
may reflect with veneration and gratitude upon
“ that courage and honefty by which we are enno-
“ bled, they will mention with fhame and con-

“ tempt
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*“ tempt that cowardice and flattery with which they
“are enflaved.” T could not refift the fatisfaction
of tranfcribing thefe valuable fpecimens of Britifh
eloquence, and cannot help thinking, * that even
Demofthenes himfelf would not have difowned
them,

And yet if a Phocyon had appeared in the midf
of fuch an harangue, would not the Greek orator
have apprehended the pruning of his periods [64],
as our animated earl muft have done the animad-
verfions of the more calm lord chancellor, who ana-
lyfed and anfwered his fpeech Allowing him the
merit of oratory, he feemed to difpute with him
that of precifion and clofe reafoning, e demon-
ftrated the juftice of the forfeiture from the origin of
hereditary poffeffions ; he referred its propriety to
the law of neceflity, fuperior to all other laws ; he
fhewed how much the love of our country ought to
be fuperior to all other motives, and reprefented
the ftrength of parental attachments as a guard
againft public offences. The practice of all ages
and of every nation was likewife urged in defence
of the law, both by him and by the bifhop of Ox-
ford (Dr. Secker). This prelate took pains to re-
concile the punithment of fathers upon children
with fome texts of the old teftament, which had
been adduced againft it, and appealed to the au-
thority of the great Roman orator [68], an autho-
rity furely fuperior on fuch a point to that of bifthop
Burnet! It-is with peculiar fatisfallion I obferve,
that this interefling debate gave rife to a moft ex-
cellent work entitled Some confiderations on the law of

forfeiture for high treafom. This book, which was

written and publithed without the name of the au-
thor, a few months after the alarm of this French
invaiion, is now well known to have been written

by
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by the noble fon of the great promoter of this bill,
whofe talents he poflefled, whofe fteps he followed,
whofe honors he merited, and alas! for too fhort a
time attained [69].

As our ear]l had been happy enough to form early
connections with men of {uperior parts, abilities, or
virtues, he every year experienced the regret of be-
ing deprived of fome of his friends. His attach-
ment to Mr. Hammond has been already mentioned.
This gentleman, for whom he had procured a feat in
parliament [70], died in the courfe of this winter.
Lord Chefterficld was greatly affected with his lofs,
and teftified his regard and efieem for this amiable
companion and poet, by taking care of what he
left behind him, his Delia and his works. ‘Thefe,
confifting of elegies written in the true fiyle of Ti-
bullus, had been intrufted to his care, and they
were publithed by him, ennobled with a preface
expreflive of hfs feelings, and worthy of his pen [71].

Superior in parts, but not equal in fentiments,
died in the courfe of the fame winter the great Mr.
Pope. Lord Chefterfield, who for many years had
enjoyed as confiderable a fhare in his intimacy as
any of his cotemporaries, and who, by having paffed
many days with him at his houfe at Twickenham,
had the beft opportunities of obferving him in his
private hours, did juftice to his memory on all occa-
fions, He confidered him as not inferior to Horace
[72], and imputed the afperity of his mufe to the
feelings of the poet, rather than to the natural dif
pofition of the man. On his part, Mr, Pope often
exprefled the high opinion he had of his noble friend.
Among feveral inftances I find the following upon
record..  “ Being one dayin company at lord Cob-
“bam’s with a great number of perfons of difting-

¢ tion,
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““ tion, who were fcribbling verfes on the glafles, he

v~ “ was defired by lord Cj.cﬁemc;u to oblige them

“ with a diftich *’x:’c’?if'f)-’;"'.:‘ ¢ Favour me with your
“ diamond, my lord,” faid the poet, and immedi
ately wrote on his glala,

¢ Accept a miracle inftead of w
¢ See two bad lines with Stdmmw s pencil writ.”

A finer though equally fhort panegyric was made of
him and of Mr. Pulteney by the fame hand [ 73]

“ How can I, Pulteney, Cheflerfield, forget,
“ While Roman fpirit charms and Attic wit.”

With thefe {entiments, it is rather furprizing that he
fhould have omitted him in his will. I have been
informed that fome coolnefs had arifen between
them on account of the dutchefs of Marlborough,
whofe character, under the name of A offa [14],
Mr. Pope was in vain folicited to {upprefs.

That celebrated dutchefs herfelf paid the great
debt to nature, ﬂ]\, 18th of September, 1744, in the
85th year of her life. Her efteem for, and attach-
ment to lord Chuﬁerﬁcidy were in her own manner
firongly exprefled in her will. She beftowed upon
him her beft and largeft diamond ring, together with
the fum of twenty thoufand pounds, and the rever-
fion of her W m’mldm eftate, on failure of the
Spenc,m family, “ out of the great regard fhe had

for his merit, and the infinite nbllwatmna her grace

“ received from him.” She defired | his lordfhip to
take upon him the care of fuperinte nding the hiftory
of the great duke of Marl Iborough, the writing of
which fhe committed to Mr. Glover and Mr. M;;lat
There is fomething fo particular in her grace’s man-
ner of exprefling her intentions with regard to that

work, that, I believe, the reader will not be difplea al-
ed
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éd to find part of the article of her will relating to
it in a note [75].

War was at length openly declared by the French

15
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court againft the Britith king and the Auftrian °

queen; and to punifh the Dntch for what they had
done, as well as to deter them from doing more,
hoftilities were begun on their barrier. This flep
was announced by the ambaflador Fenelon [46],
who, in taking leave of the States General, declared
to them his mafter’s difpleafure, unlefs they imme-
diately abandoned their allies, and accepted of a
neutrality. They demurred, took a middle way
between war and peace, and, in the mean while,
the French king himfelf, at the head of one hundred
thoufand plenipotentiaries, appeared on their fron-
tiers. As no preparation had been made, two or
three of the ftrongeft towns were takern almoft
without refiftance. Thefe conquefts would probably
have been followed by many others, had not a fud-
den event put a flop to this brilliant expedition for
this campaign. ‘The paffage of prince Charles of
Lorrain over the Rhine obliged the French to recall
a confiderable part of their army, in order to defend
their own provinces. The confederates were now
much fuperior in Flanders; and count Saxe, with
an army not equal to half the number of their forces
[77], was reduced to the neceflity of aéting upon
the defenfive. But the commanders of the allied
army were too generous to take advantage of this
inequality. War was made againft the prime mi-
nifter much more than againft the enemy. The ge-
nerals, influenced by oppofite interefts, {pent their
fime in contentions with each other; the Dutch
were irrefolute, the Aufinians unprepared. No ac-
tion was attempted, for want of harmony ; no fiege,

for
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for want of cannon [%8]; and in thofe plains where

Marlborough had gathered Ia:i:ﬁ.y, ."i:_:rea: Was now
collected, and contributions raifed [79].

Thefe diffentions in the minifiry extended their
influence on the operations in the Mediterranean.
Two admirals, each chofen by one of the parties,
were fent out together, with a fuperior force, to block
up the united flcets of France and Spain. It was
previoufly known that they could not agree ; and it

was even fufpected, that one of ‘H;.m would not
-aflift the other. 'The event of the adion near Tou-
lon proved the juftnefs of thefe fufpicions, and the
fatal effects of pique and refentment. The fubfe-
quent trials of the admirals at home fhewed equally
the effeCts of favour and partiality. The L.\}ITIETM.II-
der who fought was difgraced, againft the inclina-
tions of the king ; and, notwithftanding the clamors
of the nation, the cautious one was acquitted.

The king of Pruffia did not care to truft any
longer to a miniftry, the majority of which were f
from being zealous in his caufe. Apprehenfive for
his own conquelts, if once the queen of Hungary
were enabled to crufh her other enemies, and en-
raged that his interceflion in favor of the 1*%:5111;';;)_'-;
head of the empire had been defpifed,
proper to employ more power tul folicitors ; ai:'ui, by
his feafonable diverfion in Saxony and Bohemi
forced prince Charles to repafs the Rhine, and f
the defence of his fifter’s dominions. ‘This fatal fte]
turned the {cale on the fide of the French, and put
mto their hands the fortune of the war.

Lord Carteret, being thus difappointed in his

extenfive projects, could no longer maintain his
ground againit the efforts of thofe whom he defpifed
‘The people, who had hitherto only c:{pcricmd an

increae
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increafe of taxes from what was called the dranken
adminiftration, eafily yielded to the infinuations of
his enemies, and the fovereign was obliged to facri-
fice the only man he confided in, to private jea-
loufies and to public clamor,

A treaty had been for fome time negociating be-
tween the old part of the miniftry and the members
of the oppofition ; but it was not concluded before
the clofe of this year. It was called the coaliston, or
broad-bottom treaty. Lord Chefterfield, who was at
the head of that party, had long declared for an
honorable peace ; or, till that could be obtained,
for an exclufive exertion of Britifh forces on that
element where they are truly formidable. On this
principle a league was formed between the two par-

-ties, to drive out the minifter, who was looked
upon as their common enemy. This was a matter
of no fmall difficulty. Lord Carteret had got pof-
feffion of the royal ear; and the only way to effect
it was to perfuade the kmg, that his favorite mea-
fures would be purfued, and carried on with greater
efficacy, by minifters of 2 more popular caft. Lord
Chefterfield was propofed as being equal to the ob-
noxious minifter in his political knowledge of the
interefts of princes, and as the moft likely perfon
to prevail with the States to join heartily in the
common caufe. Neceflity alone could induce
George II. to employ a man whom, for a number
of years, he had been taught to confides as his per-
fonal enemy [80], and who"n in return, he had
not treated as a friend. He had, however, no grea
objection to avail himfelf of the earl’s intereft in
Holland, and was even willing to fend him from
thence, as lord lieutenant, to Ireland, if for no
other reafon, to keep him ftill at a diftance. But
VoLr. K K he
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he wanted to make the admiffion of the earl into
he cabinet a reward for fervices rather than a con-
dition of his being employed ; and perfifted in de-
laying, at leaft for a time, to receive him into the
clofet. Lord Chefterficld peremptorily infifted upon
both thefe circumftances. The audience was ac-
cordingly granted ; but the monarch, ever fuperior
to diffimulation, received him with m{at coldnefs.
You have recerved your inftructions, my lord, were the
only words which he {poke, in anfwer to the earl’s
application to be- honored with his majei’ty’e coms-
mands. Fhis is not the only inftance, in this reign,
of a fubject’s forcing his way to hl‘; mafter, and

obtaiming or recoveéring his favor.

4
1
Ll

Thus was lord Chefterfield, after an oppofition
of ten years to public meaﬁnu: called upon once
more to take a part in adm:mﬁmt.m. Admitted
on his own terms, and without being obliged to
facrifice either his friends or his principles, he had
the fatisfaction of being called by the voice of the
nation : and while one part of Europe dreaded the
influence of fo able a negociator, the other loudly
exprefled the higheft fatisfaction at fo Judicious a
choice. To ﬂmw 1ow far he was able to anfwer

the great expectations univerfally entertained of

him, will be the fubjett of the following fection.

SECTION
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