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S E C T I O N IV,

^sMi

In all ftates, where the management of public af-
' fairs, though committed to the care of a few, is fub-

jeft to the controul of the many, differences of
opinion and of party muft neceffarily arife. Where
fenatesand public affemblies cangive or refufetheir
affentto the demands of acourt ; and,what is of more
confequence, where they have the power of with-
holding or difpenfing the wealth of the nation, each
vote acquires a value, and every man rifes in efli-
mation, in proportion to Iiis abilities or credit. The
authority of the minifter depends on the fupsriority
of his talents, or the extent of Iiis influence : and as
it is impoflible he fhould preferve his power at court,
but by his intereft in the money-giving houfe7as lord
Chefterfield fomewhere exprefTes it, he can hardly
maintain his ground, unlefs he find fome method of
attaching to the court the majority of the members./K:;.: . . I

Oppofition, therefore, muft always be a minori-
ty , and, as political queftions feldom ad mit of cer-
tainty , and frequently are of no great importance,
honeft men may divide on either fide, and vote for
or againft the miniftry, with a fincere belief that
they are afting for the good of their country [i].

^
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In general it may bs prefumed, that the perfon at 1732.
•the heim means to fteer right } and that, if he is 1—>
fometimes engaged in a wrong courfe, Ms error
proceeds more frorn neceflity than inclination. His
wifeft fchemes are frequently oppofed ; he frnds
himfelf obliged to accompliih his defigns by indired
means, and, as he ventures on hazardous experi-
ments, thofe who create his perplexities are ever
ready to triumph in his miftakes, and make their
profit of his loffes.

Adminiftration commonly adls under one head ;
oppofition has all the difadvantages of anarchy and
eonfufion. Popularity, or the affe&ation of it, is
the aim of the leaders. Obtained with difficulty,
it is not to be preferved but by unremitted induitry.
All who are led by vanity, intereft, or caprice, to
imagine themfelves of confequence to their country,
inlift under the banners of patriotifm. Their army
is generally compofed of troops, which,with unequal
difcipline and different expeclations, engage on the
fame fide with no other view than that of fharing
the fpoil after viclory, or of fupplanting each other
in the divifion. Each chief is flattered, and no one
harfhly reje£ted . Hence every day produces new
plans, new allotments of ofHce, new expedients to
retain the wavering [2], new attempts to recover
the loft.

Add to all this, that the minifter is mafter of his
ground. Hechufes his opportunities, and, never
unprepared himfelf, has many affiftants at hand to
fupply him with arguments and fa£ts. The oppofer
commonly fees but in part, has often fliort notice,
and can hardly ever divide the bufmefs in a proper
manner among his afTociates. Yet, notwithftanding
the difadvantages arifmg from his fituation, preju-
dices, and refentments, a populär tribune, in a

country

)



7o M E M O I R 'S O F
1732. country like this, is a moft ufeful man. Ever on
*"*"■"■"' the watch, he awes minifters into vigilance and cir-

cumfpecYion, and if he does not defend the conftitu-
tion from every wound, he fecures it from fach as
might prove incurable and fatal.

' It is difficult for a writer, engaged in a work like
this, to diveft himfelf entirely of prejudice. Truth
is often infcrntable, and, when difcovered, cannot
always be imparted w'rth fafety. All that can be
expefted is, that he fhould make ufe of the beft ma-
terials he can find [3] ; that he fhould fteer a mid-
dle courfe between the oppofite accounts, and ena-
ble as well as defire his readers to judge for them-
felves,

1733. For iwelve years the minifter had reigned v/ith-
out much oppofition■, but the year of the excife-bill
was the laft of his tranquillity . The oppofition had
gained an advantage , and, from their prefent tri-
umph , were encouraged to attempt frefh attacks.
The officers of the South Sea Company, who, not-
withftanding their delinquency, were fuppofed to be
favored by the minifter, were called upon to pro-
duce their accounts ; which were found both confuf-
ed and defedfive. The difpofal of the förfeited
eftates of the late directors was likewife inquired in¬
to, and the conduct of adminiftration, in refpedl to
this difpofal, was feverely, though unfuccefsfully, ar-
raigned . Great fault was found with the manner
of bringing into parliament the bill for fettling a
portion upon the princefs royal of England , now
engaged to the prince of Orange. In thefe feveral
debates, lord Chefterfield bore a principal part,
and he joined in one of the protefts.

No fooner was his lordfhip freed from the fhackles
of a Court, than he fubmitted to the chains of ma-

trimony-
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trimony. He had, indeed, fallen into fome gallan- 1733.
tries before. From one of his conneclions, during
his embafly in Holland, he had a fon, who foon be-
came the objedt of his fondnefs as well as öf his
eares. But his ferious addrefles had, many yeärs
before, been paid to Melofma de Schulenburg, a
young lady belonging to one of the moft confidera-
ble famiües in Germany [4]. Niece to the dutchefs
of Kendal, fhe had been particularly diftinguilhed
by the late hing, and was created by him, in 1722,
a peerefs of Great Britain, under the titles of coun-
tefsof Walfingham and baronefs of Aldborough.
Her fortune was fuitable to her rank ; and the ami-
ablenefs of her chara&er, the accomplifhments of
her mind, her tafte for the fine arts, and in particu-
lar for mufic, rendered her a fit companion for lord
Chefterfield. By her tendernefs and virtues, Ihe
merited all the returns he could make ; and by her
prudent management , fhe helped to retrieve and
improve his long-negle£led eftate. On changing
her condition, fhe did not leave the dutchefs of
Kendal• and lord Chefterfield, who was their next
neighbour in Grofvenor-fquare, moft conftantly di-
vided his time between his bufinefs in his own
houfe, and his attentions and duties at the other.
Minerva prefided in the firft ; and in the laft,
Apollo with the mufes.

A voluntary exile from the royal prefence, lord
Chefterfield had not negle&ed affiduoufly to pay
his refpefts tö the prince of Wales, and was particu¬
larly well received at his court . His royal highnefs
immediately fent his compliments to the new-mar-
ried pair, and his attendants followed his example.
The prince of Orange likewife, who, towards the
end of the year, came over to England , on account
of his own nuptials, did not negleft the friend to

whom



72

1733-

1734-

MEMOIRS OF

whom he was chiefly beholden for that fortunate
event [5] . He found him in a very different fitua-tion from that in which he could have wifhed to fee
him at court ; but though furrounded with courti-
ers, and expofed to the rifk of exciting difpleafure,he fhewed his affecYion and efteem to the late am-
baffador by every mark of confidence and regard
[6] . A dangerous indifpofition his highnefs was
feized with, retarded, for feveral months, the cele-
bration of the nuptials, which only took place in the
month of March of the next year.

Sir Robert Walpole's antagonifts had flattered
themfelves that the period of his difgrace was now at
hand. They imagined, that the nation was fuffici-
ently inceafed ; and, as the firft parliament under
this reign was within a year of its diflolution, they
refolved to try their intereft by a new populär exer-
tion. It was thought , that the repeal of the fepten-rtial bill would meet with but little refiftance from
the members who wifhed to fecure the favor of
their conftituents at the enfuing elecYion. . In this,
however, the leaders of the oppofition were difap-
pointed . Though feveral of the members who,
eighteen years before, were the promoters of this
bill, now fpoke againft it, they were ftill out-num-
bered. Sir William Stanhope and his brothers were
in the minority.

The oppofition had no better fuccefs in the houfe
of peers, though equally fanguine in its hopes.
Lord Chefterfield took the earlieft opportunity of de-
claring himfelf. He defired, that no words or ex-
preffions, employed in the addrefs of thanks for the
king 's fpeech, fhould afterwards be made ufe of, ei-
ther for or againft any propofition that might be
made, or anv queftion that might arife in the houfe.

The
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The meaning of this declaration was foon evinced 1734-
by the aftive part which he took in the fubfequent l—-y—
debates.

The moft important of thefe was occafioned by
the removal of the duke of Bolton and lord Cobham
from their regiments. Thefe lords were fuppofed
to have been difmifTed, or, as our witty earl exprefT-
ed it, whifpered out of their commiflions, merely
on account of their not complying with the defires
of the minifter. Ä motion was made by the duke
of Marlborough to reftrain this power, which had
conltantly been exercifed by the crown, and feemed
inherent to the .prerogative. The bill which he
propofed was intended to prevent, for the future,
all officers, above the rank of colonels, from being
deprived of their commiflions, otherwife than by
judgment of a court martial, to be held for that
purpofe, or by addrefs of either houfe of parliament.
Of the feveral lords, who fpoke in favor of the bill,
none expreffed himfelf with more warmth than lord
Chefterfield[7] . He was complimented on that
occafion by the duke of Argyle , who, being then
ftilla courtier, oppofed both the bill and the moti¬
on, which immediately followed, for prefenting an
addrefs to Iiis majefty, in order to be informed, by
whofe advice, and for what crimes, the two lords
had been removed [8]. The fate of the bill decid-
ed that of the motion ; both were rejefted , and our
earl joined in the protefts that were drawn up by the
confiderable and refpeclable minority who divided
on this occafion^

Nothing proves more evidently than this tranfac-
tion with what different eyes perfons, equally well-
meaning, may view the fame obje&s. Lord Chef¬
terfield feems to have been as fincere in his appro-
bation of this bill, as his bofom friend, lord Scarbo-

Vol, I. F rough,
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1734- roügh, was in his oppofition to it. And yet, whert
~' "'-J in the laft reign a fimilar bill was drawn up by the

late earl Stanhope, it had been equally approved by
the two friends. The reafons and the occafion that
induced thera to think differently upon the fame
fubjeft , are not known. Perhaps their various fitu-
ation in life may have produced this effedl. Lord
Scarborough, being himfelf an officer,.undoubtedly
had better opportunities of being informed of every
th'mg that had any relation to the good of the fer-
vice ; and he feems to have been really alarmed at
the confequences which the bill, however well cal-
culated to leuen.minifterial infhience,. might have
had in promoting military independency. It was
in that light that he confidered the queftion : fearing,.
however, left it fhould be fufpeclcd, that the defire
of keeping his places, both in the army and at
court, had bialTed his judgment , he previoufly wait-
ed on the king, and having declared his motives,,
with great earneftnefs begged that he might be per-
mitted to refign. His majefty preffed him a confi-
derable time to defift from his refolution, and, find-
ing him- unalterably fixed, at laft told him, " My
" lord, there is an employment you cannot in honor
44 give up, which is your regiment ; for you know,.
*' as well as I, we are upon the eve of a.war." This
argüment prevailed with his lordfhip ; he contented
himfelf with refigning his place of mafter of the
horfe, and,,on coming down from the clofet, order-
ed a chair to be called, and difmilfed the king's equi-
page [9]. Being thus free to declare for the court»
without incurring the fufpicion of being prompted
to it by undue motives, he not only gave his vote
againft the fecond reading of the bill ; but , not-
withftanding the eloquent exertions of his friend,
he made a motion to have it rejected, in order to

prevent
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prevent the like attempts for the future . His rea- 1734-
fons were delivered with great ftrength and pre- 1--v —'
ciiion; but whether they occafioned any alteration
in lord Chefterfield's opinion is lefs certain than that
they produced none in his fentiraents for fo refpec-
tablea friend.

A meflage from the king, for a vote of credit,
having been prefented at the clofe of the feflion,
met in both honfes with a conhderable oppofition.
A war had brokcn out in Europe, and its flames
threatened to fpread over this ifland. Prudence
required that the nation (hould be prepared at all
events: and the minifter would have been cul-
pable, had he neglected the means of putting the
kingdom in a proper ftate of defence. It was parti-
cularly necetfary to guard againft any attempts that
might be made during the time of anarchy and
confufion always attending new eleclions. Ob-
vious as thefe reafons feemed to be, they did not
make an equal impreffion upon all the members.
Lord Chefterfield, who happened to be again in
oppofition to the dukeof Argyle , diftinguifhed
himfelf in his anfwer to his grace. He faid, that
" what was demanded was not in the leaft necef-
" fary for the fupport of the king and the fafety
" of the nation, though it might be necefTary for
" the fupport of minifterial fchemes, and for the
" fupport of minifterial perfonages. Coming at
" the end of the long feflion of a long parliament,
" it appeared to him in the fame light as if an ap-
" plication fhould be made to a man on his death-
" bed, to bequeath all he has in the World to thofe
" who are utter ftrangers to him, nay who have been
" generally reputed his greateft enemies." He
owned, indeed, what was more fully infifted upon
by lord Hardwicke, who made a fhort and nervous

F 2 rep\j
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1734. reply to his lordfhip, that by the conftitution tfie
—»—~* kings always had a fort of di6tatorial power, dur-

ing the intervals of parliament, in cafe of any flui¬
den or imexpedted danger, to provide for the pre--
fervation of the Commonwealth; but he pretended,
that the afking for fuch a power before-hand looked
fufpicious, and, to illuftrate bis meaning, had re-
courfe to this farcaftical comparifon : " No man
" will refufe to let an infant of a good eftate have
" whatever may be neceffary for his fubfiftence.
" For this he has no great occafion for any letter of
" credit from his guardians ; but , if thefe fhould
" be fuch fools, or fuch unfaithful guardians, as to
" givehim an unlimited letter of credit, for borrow-
" ing whatever he himfelf might think necelfary
" for his fubfiftence, it would certainly tend to
" throw him into extravagance, and make hira a
e' prey for ufurers and extortioners."

1735.- It may be prefumed, that the oppofition would
have been lefs ftrenuous, in obftrudting the views
of government , could they have been convinced,
that thefe viev/s were really for the good of the
nation. This ■they pretended to doubt ; and
lord Chefterfield, as well as his friends, went fo
far as to affirm, that the veffel of Great Britain
was fteered by the Hanoverian rudder [10] . The
ground of their apprehenfions will, in fome mea-
fure, appear from the following account of the
ftate of Eürope at that time.

The ftipulations of the laft treaty of Vienna
feemed to imply an Obligation to affift the houfe of
Auftria, whenever its poffeffions, already much
leffened, fhould be further invaded. The Dutch,
fadeed, being more expofed to, and perhaps more

diffideßt
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diffident of, their neighbours, had laid many reftric- 1735.
tions on their acceffion to the treaty . The French, *—v"""
whofe defigns againft their natural and ancient rivals
upon the continent this treaty was intended to check,
foon found an opportunity of putting the real difpo-
fitions of the contracting parties to the teft. On the
death of Auguftus I . king of Poland, his moft chrif-
tian majelty immediately refolved to fecure that
crown to his father-in-law, the unhappy competitor
of the deceafed monarch. The emperor, on his part,
apprehending that, if Staniüaus inould fucceed, he
fliould aiways find a dangerous neighbour in him,
could not confent to his re-ele£tion. The difpute,
as m ufual between crowned heads, ended in an
open rupture. But this war, carried on with unequal
fpirit and forces, was alfo attended with very dif-
ferent fuccefs, Lewis XV. the young monarch
ofa warlike and united nation, was prepared, and
certain, as he was faid to be, of the good wifhes of
Hanover, and of the connivance at leaft of the Bri-
tifhminiftry[11], formed an ofFenfive alliance with
the kings of Sardinia and Spain, in order to attacjc
his enemy in feveral parts at once. The declining
head of the empire, Charles VI. on the contrary,
found, in the unwilling guarantees of his poffeffions,
importunate monitors and irrefolute friends. In vain
did he folicit his natural allies to fupport him in fo
difadvantageous a conteft, and to maintain what
was called the balance of Europe. In vain, to avoid
appearing the aggreflbr, did he abftain from the firft
hoililities, and leave it to Ruflla to oppofe Staniflaus,
and to fettle the eleftor of Saxony upon the Polifh
throne: thefe precautions did not difarm his ene-
mies, nor procure him the affiftance of his friends.
The Dutch, under perpetual apprelienfions for their
barrier, which the imperial court could not, and the
Britifh miniftry would not, provide with fufficient

troop;
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troops [12], willingly embraced a neutrality ; a ftate
which is always preferred by that wife republic, and
was particularly their choice at that time, from the
fear of being obliged to create a new ftadtholder.
This neutrality was either the caufe or the pretence
why the Britifh miniftry only interfered by vague
propofals and offers of mediation, which were
ilighted [13]. The minifter, in the mean whije,
did not negletV. to provide for the fecurity of the
kingdom . Every year he applied for frefh parlia-
mentary fupplies •, he fitted out fquadrons ; and
took fix thoufand Danes into Britifh pay, for the
fame ufeful purpofes, which, fome years before, had
occafioned the hiring of twelve thoufand Heilians.
He carried this precaution ftill further, and, to pre-
vent an inv&fion from powers whofe intereft it was
by no means to attempt one, he every year increafed
the number of national troops.

Such exertions of ftrength, equally vain and
wafteful, were not affented to without great oppofi-
tion in both houfes. Lord Chefterneld, convinced
that thefe facceiTive augrnentations could have but
one ufe, attacked them, not only with the power of
eloquence, but with the fhafts of ridicule. With a
iatyrical vein of pleafantry, almoft peculiar to him-
felf, he expofed in a periodical paper [14] the harm-
lefs difpofition both of the minifters and the troops.
The fcheme of a wax army, moving by clock-work,
and anfwering all the ufes of a real one, was worthy
of Swift's pen ; and, if I am not mifmformed, the
dean faw, approved, and wilhed to have been the
v/riter of it.

Düring the courfe of this political ftruggle, lord
Chefterfield had the misfortune of lofmg his brother
Charles Stanhope. Though the youngeft, he was
not the leaft beloved ; and, indeed, by the accounts
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I received from the countefs of Chefterfield, his cha- 1736
rafter muft have b.een moftamiable . By his death a —v~
confiderable eftate devolved to Mr. John Stanhope,
whofe fole dependence hitherto had been upon the
earL

After a long negociation, a treaty was at length
concluded between the contending powers. The
houfe of Bourbon was a great gainer by the war ;
and that of Auftria an equal lofer by the peace.
Lorram, a confiderable province, capable of main-
taining an army of thirty thoufand men, hitherto
governed by its own fovereigns, though, from its
vicinity, moft commonly under the influence or in
the power of France , was now, for ever, annexed
to that crown. King Staniflaus obtained the enjoy-
ment of it, during his life, as an equivalent for Po,
Jand; and the former duke of Lorrain, in virtue of
this ceffion, procured the reverfion of Tufcany af-
ter the death of the old duke, the laft of the Medicis
family, together with the hand of the eldeft arch-
dutchefs. The king of Spain's eldeft fon made a
moft advantageous exchange of two dutchies for
two kingdoms, Parma and Placentia for Naples and
Sicily; the king of Sardinia fomewhat extended his
territories; and, as a compenfation for fo many fa-
crifices, the emperor obtained from his rivals the
long-wifhed-for guarantee of the pragmatic fandion.

It would take much time, and afFord little enter-
tainment, to fpecify and explain the feveral fubjeds
of debate between the minifters and their antago-
nifts in the courfe of this and the preceding year.
fome v/ere temporary or local ; others, the refult of
former, or the foundation of future, deliberations;
and all, though at the time magnified by party , arg
now become too inconfiderable to be mentioned any
where but in general hillory, where the foibles and

incon-
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1736. inconfiftencies of mankind are faithfully and mi-
—v— ' nutely recorded. Strong things were, as ufual, faid

by the minority [15] ; and, as ufual, the majority
endeavoured to affift the defigns of the minifter.

*737- Very dififerent fentiments were entertained by the
heads of the oppofition. As their object was to
embarrafs the miniftry, and to inflarae the people,
the queftions which were ftarted were fuch as, if
decided to their wifh, muit lelfen the influence of the
court, and, if rejefted, muft increafe the populär
clamor. This was plainly the cafe in the proceed-
ings occafioned by a tumult that was excited about
this time in Edinburgh . Mr. Porteus, a captain
of the city-guard, had been tried and condemned to
death, for having too haftily ordered his men to fire,
and having fired himfelf, upon a mob that attempted
to refcue a fmuggler from the gallows. As there
appeared, on the captain's trial, feveral circum-
ftances in his favor, a reprieve was obtained for
him upon the reprefentation of the judges . But the
people were not fatisfied; and, at the inftigation, or
at leaft with the connivance of fome defigning men,
they aflembled in a feditious manner . They forced
the gates of the jail , dragged out the unforüi-
nate prifoner, and hanged him in the fame place
where the fmuggler had fuffered. This was not a
mere riot ; it bore the marks of defign and delibe-
ration ; and, though fome of the fadls might have
been exaggerated, a mutinous difpofition could not
be difowned. The fame fpirit had of late fnewn
itfelf in feveral parts of the kingdom ; and a daring,
though puerile, infult upon government had been
committed in Weftminfter-hall [16]. It became,
therefore, necefTary to punifli as well as to check
thefe violent attempts againft the peace of fociety.
The cate of the Edinburgh riot was brought into

parlia-
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parliament; the debates lafted five months, and 1737-
lord Chefterfield was concerned in fome of them.
By one of the parties, this ac~t of violence was re-
prefented as the natural confequence of national dif-
content; by the other, as the efFecT: of wicked com-
binations. Thefe afcribed the caufe to the meafures
of government ; thofe to the incendiary writings of
a difappointed faction. Defpotifm on one fide, and
jacobitifm on the other, were introduced in this dis¬
pute, with as much reafon as they are in every
other political controverfy. The miniftry were
driventothe difagreeable alternative,either of giving
up the afliftance of military force, which fedition
made more and more neceifary, or of difobliging a
part of the nation, already too much fufpefted of
difaffecYion. Some of the Scotch members, hitherto
the bell: friends to the reigning powers, exprefled
their indignation on feeing the judges compelled to
appear at the bar of the houfe of lords, the magi-
ftrates of their capital ftigmatized, and the city de-
prived of fome of its privileges. The manly fenfe
and humane difpofition of lord Hardwicke pre-
vented a too violent ftretch of power. That
great magiftrate, (who, though conftantly attached
to the court, and moft commonly engaged in par-
liamentary altercations with lord Chelterfield, was
according to his lordfhip's judgment , not only an
agreeable and eloquent fpeaker, but a moft clear
and inftructive reafoner) maintained on this occa-
fion, as well as on many others, the juft prerogative
of the crown, without extending it to the oppreffion
of the people. A due regard was paid to the arti-
cles of the Union , and the heavieft parts of the fen-
tence were mitigated in the houfe of commons. But
yet this unfortunate afFair is thought to have left or
increafed, among feveral of the inhabitants, a fpirit
of difaffeftion, which broke out, a few years after,
st the time of the rebellion.

Thus
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1737. Thus did the perfons who governed grow weaker

'- «- ' even from their yiclories, and, while all-powerful at
court and in parliament, find themfelves every
where elfe diftreffed and literally out-witted. The
times were no more, when a Dryden or a Swift, in
fupport of minifters and courts, alone faced legions,
and fought them with advantage . The fuperiority
of writing, as well as of fpeaking, was univerfally
judged to be on the fide of the oppofition. Proraifes
and rewards, it was faid, might procure votes, but
could neither create or purchafe eloquence and ge-
nius [i7 ] . From the epic poem [18] to the ballad
[19], and from the elaborate diflertation [20] tothe
periodical fheet [21], every engine of argument or
wit was levelled againft the prefent adminiftration.
This had, and always will have, its effedt ; a few
inftances of feverity againft fome of the moft un-
guarded offenders [22], eould not reftrain the
greater number ; and the populär writers in generai
fucceeded in raifmg the indignation of the people,
and even their laughter, which was ftill of more
confequence.

The ftage itfelf began to be made ufe of, as it
was in the time of the Athenian Commonwealth, to
ferve the purpofes of faclion, and fpread perfonal fa-
tyre ; and, as one abufe generally paves the way
for another, virtiie and decency were no more re-
fpecled than government . To check this growing
evil, and put a ftop to the impiety and licentiouf-
nefs which fome of the dramatic writers had been

. guilty of, a bill was brought in, and with great ex-
pedition paifed, towards the end of the feffion, in
both houfes. By this bill, the new pieces were fub-mitted to the examination of the lord chamberlain
for the time being, and could not be exhibited
upon the ftage without his licence. Though this adt,

which
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which certainly was no Innovation, might be a proper 1737•
one, yet it feemed ill-timed, precipitate, and liable ■»-
to many inconveniencies. The perfons in oppofition
did not fail to reprefent it as an incroachment upon
the natural rights of a free people, and a ftep to-
wards attacking the liberty of the prefs. They ex-
claimed, that honeft minifters had nothing to fear
from the ftrokes of fatyre ; that bad ones ought not
to be fcreened from the only punifhment that could
reach them ; and that the laws of the country were
fufficient to guard againft exceifes [23], Lord Chef-
terfield took up the caufe of liberty with his ufual
vivacity, and, without preparation, fupport, or con-
tradiftion, he ftood forth as the advocate of letters
and of wit. His fpeech was received with univerfal
applaufe; and, though printed incorredtly, and
without the afliftance of his own finifhing hand, it
has ftood the teil of time, and will, probably , be
handed down to pofterity, as one of the fineft fpe-
cimensof Britifh eloquence [24] . Though this fpeech
did not hinder the bill from paffing into a law, it
has contributed to prevent the abufe that might
have been made of it, in reftraining the powers of
genius, and ferving the purpofes of minifterial pique
or perfonal diflike.

The miniftry were now furrounded with enemies,
not only without, but even within the palace. The
principal of thefe was the heir to the crown. Long
difpleafed with his father's counfellors, and diffatif-
fied on account of the little fhare he was allowed to
have in thevconduct and even knowledge of public
affairs, the prince of Wales took no pains to conceal
his difguft. He might, perhaps, have ftifled his re-
fentment, had not the perfon who prefided at the
heim forced him to become his dependent or his

enemy,
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1737. enemy . His connections were reprefented as in-
■"- v ""̂ confiftent with his duty to the king ; his favorites

were ill-treated, and he was defired not to fee thofe
who had made themfelves obnoxious to the court.
Self-intereft concurred with ambition to widen the
breach. Generofity, in fettling the prince's income,
might have brought on an accommodation ; parfi-
mony precluded every hope of this kind. The king
would not allow his fon, who was now married, and
might expecl a family, the fame revenue he him-
felf had enjoyed in a fimilar fituation; and the offer
of one-half, or fifty thoufand pounds, was rejefted
with fpirit bythe prince, who had recourfe to a
dangerous, and by the event, an ineffe&ual expe-dient.

He applied to the heads of the oppofition, and a
motion was made by them in both houfes, that his
majefty might be defired to fettle on his fon annu-
ally the fum of one hundred thoufand pounds out
of the civil lift. They were foiled in the attempt,
and, indeed, could not expedt to fucceed. But
their chief defign was anfwered ; an open rupture
was now deelared between the prime minifter and
the prince. The former could not but feel the in-
fiuence of fo powerful an enemy ; and the oppofi¬
tion fecured to themfelves, together with the patro-
nage of the immediate fuccelfor, an increafing in-
tereft with the people. The ftrong proteft, which
was entered in the houfe of lords on this occafion,
was figned, if not penned, by lord Chefterfield.

It might have been prudent in the miniftry to
have been contented with •this temporary fuccefs.
The prince's refentment was fufficiently raifed ; but
the exertion of it was, for the prefent, rendered
difficuft and precarious. A court, deprived of the
means of rewarding its attendants , can attach only

thofe
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thofe who are in expeclation of a change, and futu- 1737-
rity feldom makes confiderable irnprefhons upon r_v""~
courtiers. Great reftraints were laid upon the prince
in his father's palace, and he could not avoid being
watched or even thwarted in his adtions. But this
was not thought fufiicient. Fear, or the fpirit of
revenge, induced the minifter to carry his point Hill
further, He imagined that, by greater feverity, he
Ihould either force his royal antagonift to fubmifllon,
or render him inconfiderable in the eyes of his at-
tendants. The king was made to refent a trifling
neglect of his fon ; no regard was fhewn to his ex-
cufes and intreaties ; peremptory orders were fent
him to part with all his friends, or quit his father's
houfe; and he was even refufed the fatisfaction of
feeing his mother on her death-bed,

Queen Caroline died at the end of this year, of a
cruel diforder, which, being too long concealed,
terminated in a painful and fatal Operation. She
bore the one and the other with fortitude and re-
fignation, and was fmcerely regretted by the king.
As our earl had, for many years, been no greater
favorite with her than his patron lord Townfhend,
he cannot be expedited to have been much affected
by her lofs, or partial to her memory. Notwith-
ftanding this, he allowed her perfonal graces, ac-
complifhments of the mind, addrefs, refolution, and
perfeverance. She poffefTed more learning than
commonly falls to the fhare of her fex, and was
every day endeavouring to increafe it. Men of
fcience were encouraged by her [25] ; fhe enjoyed
their converfation, and wifhed to have a place
among them. Philofophy and politics were her con-
ttant ftudy, and fhe took a pride in fhewing her
uiperiority in both. Her fway over the king was
founded on the opinion he had of her merit, and

Oie
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1737. fhe improved her power by her compliance with his
'— *< ' wifhes. The art by which fhe governed was known

to every body but himfelf. Upon the whole, flie
had more admirers than friends, and exchanged the
charadter of an amiable queen for that of a great one.

The oppofition had now acquired, what they
wanted before, a head equally able and Willing to
give them weight and fupport . They furnifhed him
with the means, and he loft no opportunities of im-
proving his talents and increafing his popularity.
Lefs partial to his native foil than his father and
grandfather had been, he profeffed a generous love
for liberty [26], and a juft reverence for the Britifh
conftitution. His heart was as open to the fentiments
of benevolence, as his mind to the impreffions of
truth . Thofe, who appeared animated with the fame
fentiments, merited his approbation, and fnared his
favor. He particularly declared himfelf the patron of
men of genius and of wit. Letters and arts, ba-
nifhed from court, found a refuge under his roof;
and poets, thus encouraged, proclaimed a new Au-
guftus. Lyttelton was his philofopher and friend
[27], Glover became his Virgil, and Pope would
have been his Horace. Thomfon and Mallet ex-
prefTed the hopes of the nation, and their own, in
the mafque of Alfred, compofed by his order, and
afted in his houfe. The tragedy of Muftapha, and
that of Guftavus Vafa, were intended to intereft the
people in his favor ; but were both prohibited by
the licenfer, under the fanftion of the laft act of
parliament.

As none of the enemies of the miniftry had con-
tributed more than lord Bolingbroke to deftroy their
popularity , the prince of Wales became defirous of
a more particular conne£tion with him. He pro¬
feffed the greateft regard for his lordfhip, and gave

him
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him room to hope, thät he would one day fulfil his 1737-
grandfather's intentions towards him [28]. In re- 1— *—
turn for thefe exprefiions of confidence and friend-
(hip, his lordfhip wrote, for the ufe of the prefump-
tive heir to the crown, his Idea of a Patriot King,
an idea which a fucceeding reign was happily re-
ferved to realize.

■ Lord Chefterfield had long before enjoyed a con-.
fiderable fhare in the prince's efteem and favor ;
and it is probable, that he was one of the perfons
whom his royal highnefs had been defired to give
up. If I am not mifinformed, the earl's principal
view in this connection was to promote his favorite
fcheme< thoügh it might not, in every refpeft,
have been equally well received, nor indeed equally
advifeable and convenient. He wilhed to fee the
eleftorate and the kingdom feparated frorn each
other, and allotted to different branches of the royal
family; and endeavoured to convince the fucceffor
of the incompaübility of the twotitles . Experience
induced him to believe, that the prejudices of youth
in favor of the native foil were unconquerable ; and
he conceived, that, whenever a war broke out, Ha¬
nover would be attacked, and Great Britain become
the(vachea lait) , milch cow, or money-giving pro-
vince. He confidered the want of a provifion to
obviate this inconvenience as a defeft in the act of
fcttlement; and declared, that fuch a fcheme would
not only tend to the prefervation and advantage of
both countries, but would confirm and fecure the
royal family upon this throne, by the gratitude and
affeftion of their people. He humoronfly added,
that by that feparation the maxim divide et impera
would be literally accomplilhed [29]. Could it
efcape his lordlhip's piercing eye, that time alone
might poffibly erTecl a change, and naturally turn
the fcale on the other fide ?

As
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As the next parliamentary campaign was likely
to be an adtive one, a place of meeting was ap-
pointed by the anti-minifterial party, for muftering
their forces, and fettling their plan of Operations.

Bath was the fpot fixed upon for that pürpofe;
and a more convenient one could not have been
chofen. This elegant town much refemblcs the
Bajae of the luxurious Romans . Like that, it is.dif-
tinguifhed by its waters, its magnificence, and its
pleafures. It is there that, twice a year, health, di-
verfions, politics, and play, attradt what is called
the beft Company. To this place the prince carried
bis princefs, foon after the birth of her firft child.
An event fo interefting to the nation afforded a fa-
vorable opportunity of affembling Iiis friends, and
concealing bufmefs under the appearances of feiti-
vity and joy . The royal and much-beloved pair
received the homage of the numerous concourfe of
people of every rank, who flocked thither to make
ufe of a liberty they were reftrained from in the ca-
pital [30]. Sumptuous entertainments were given
by the Corporation, under the direcYion of the fa-
mous Nafh. Lord Chefterfield did the honors of
the place, and his fervants were employed to at-
tend.

Having had occafion to mention the name of Nafh,
a circumftance occurs to me, which, I hope, I may
be allowed to infert here, as it furnifhes a frefh in-
ftance of lord Chefterfield's judgment , and of the
keennefs of his wit. It is well known, that this vain,
though ufeful, fuperintendent of public pleafures
firft introduced order and elegance in places of en-
tertainment ; and, on account of the authority he
was indulged to affume, was ftiled the king of Bath.
In confideration of his fervices, the corporation re-
folved to give him a public and durable mark of
their gratitude and regard . A fulUength pi&ure of
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the mock monarch was made at their expence, and 1737-
placed in the pump-room, between the bufts of v̂ y^ B»
Newton and Pope. The want of judgment that
direded, and the vanity that accepted füch a monu-
ment, were feverely lafhed in the following lines,
written by the earl.

Immortal Newton never fpoke
More truth than here you'll find ;

Nor Pope himfelf e'er penn'd a joke
Severer on mankind.

This picture, plac'd the bufts between,
Gives fatyre all its ftrength ;

Wifdom and wit are little feen,
While folly glares at length,

Mofe important fubjefts had for fome time en- t *,g
gaged the attention of the public. The nation had
enjoyed peace about five and twenty years ; for it
can fcarce be faid, that peace was interrupted by
the half wars of 1718 and 1727. A ftate of tran-
quillity fo defireable, efpecially for a commercial
people, had been the conftant objedt of Walpole 's
adminiftration. The improvement of manufaclures,
as well as the increafe of trade and wealth, which
mark this period, will incline pofterity to be more
equitable than their predeceflors, in judging of a
man, whofe moft unpardonable fault was to have
kept bis rivals out of his place fo long. They im-
puted to pufillanimity and lelfifhnefs his pacific dif-
pofitions; they expofed the partial and contradled
views with which the negociations abroad had been
condufted ; and they exclaimed, that the large
fums raifed for the fake of preventive and defen-
five meafures were not applied to the bell ufes, the;

Vol . I. G difeharga
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1738. difcharge of the national debts, and the prefervati-

on of the national rights.
The catholic hing, or rather his queen, had, for

a long time, fhewed a dhregard for the natioit
which, of all others, it is the chief intereft, and
in general the inclination, of the Spaniards to
keep well with [31]. It cartnot be denied, but
that fome provocations had been given by Eng-
lifh traders as well as by thofe of other nations.
But the means employed by the Spanifh miniftry
to procure redrefs were not fuch as juftice could
authorize, or Eritifh honor overlook. Jealoufy,.
refentment , and, perhaps, bigotry , feem to have
had a great fhare in feveral inftances of violence
and animofity which were then exercifed. For
above twenty years, the Spanifh gnarda coflasin
America had been impowered to ftop the Englifh
traders in the open feas, or at leaft within ftght
of their coafts, to fearch and feize both cargoes
and fhips ; to imprifon the crews, and often totreat them in a barbarous manner . Vain and in-
efFeclual had been the reprefentations of our court,
ahd fuch will reprefentations ever be, whenun-
fupported by thofe means which a great maritime
power can never want to defend its rights. The
Spaniards, unreftrained in their hoftile proceed-
ings, had, on many occafions, added contumely
to ofFence. Their depredations were become ex-
ceflive, and their captures were valued at half a
million. Encouraged by the fupinenefs of the
Eritifh miniftry, and inftigated by the aftive in-
duftry of the French, they publicly laid claim to
Georgia and part of Carolina, and interrupted
not only the general commerce, but alfo that
particular branch ffipulated by the treaty of

Utrecht.
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Utretcht, and known by the name of the Afflmto 1738.
contraä[32]. v—v *̂

At laft, the nation was roufed by thefe repeated
infults. The ciamors of the merchants were heard
throughout the kingdom . The voice of humanity,
in favor of the failors, was too loud to be ftifled.
Applications to parüament were made from the
metropolis and other trading cities ; and neither
peers nor commons could any longer refufe tlieir
interpofition. In confequence, the two houfes pre-
fented addreffes to the king, expreffing the wifhes
of the nation, and their own fenfe of the juftice of
the complaint . The anfwer was favorable. His
majefty was pleafed to promife, that, either by ne-
gociation or by arms, an adequate fatisfaction
fhould be procured for the damages fuftained, and
a fecurity obtained for the freedom of navigation.

And yet the minifter, unable to refolve for war, 1739.
hoped to prevent a rupture between the two crowns,
by the parade of his armaments, and the addrefs of
his negociators. , He did not wifti to meet parüa¬
ment, without having an honorable accommodati-
on to produce, and found it the more difficult to
bring the Spaniards to reafonable terms, as they
were apprized of the neceffity he was under to ac-
cept of any [33] . At laft, after many procraftina-
tions, which obliged the minifter to prorogue and
delay the meeting of parliament , he procured in
the beginning of 1739, a temporary .treaty under
the title of Convention. The pompous manner in
which this Convention was announced , was rather a
difadvantage to it ; for, upon examining the arti-
des, they were found by no means anfwerable tp
the expectations of the people and the promifes of
the court. This was proved by the populär lords ;

G 2 and,
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1739- and, in particular, by the earl of Chefterfield, who
-v —' fpoke againft this warlike peace, as he called it,.

with great force of argument, as well as eloquence
and wit [34] . He probably was animated by the
prefence of the prince of Wales, who affifted at the
debate, and thought proper, in an affair which fö
nearly affected the glory of the nation, to vote, for
the Arft time, and to divide with the oppofition. The
arguments made ufe of on their fides were fo forci-
ble, as to perfuade feveral of the peers, attached to
the court, to diffent from it on this occafion. Lord
Scarborough, who never refifted conviftion, on
whatever fide he found it, thought himfelf obliged
to join the oppofers, and the miniftry carried their
point in favor of the Convention by a.much fmaller
majority than they had procured on any other quef-
tion [35]. A proteft couched in very ftrong terms,
and bearing the ftamp of lord Chefterfield's manner
of writing, was entered and figned by about forty
peers.

The ferment occafioned by the ill-fuccefs of the
preceding debate rendered the minority ftill more
inclined to fhew their difapprobation of the court
meafures. It was on that account particularly, that
the very moderate fettlement of thirty-nine thoufand
pounds per annum, for the king's younger children,
propofed to be charged upon the hereditary revenues
of the crown, met with any oppofition. Our earl,
who made a fhort, though fevere, fpeech on this oc¬
cafion, did not fcruple to hint, that while certain
branches of the royal family were provided for, af
a time when the utmoft oeconomy was fo necelfary,
other branches ftill nearer the throne (viz. the ©ff-
fpring of the fuccefTor) remained not only unprovid-
ed but even ftill unprayed for.

A fubfequertt.
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A fubfequent debate on a vote of credit to be

granted to the king, gave our earl a frefh opportu-
nity of difplaying his wit at the expence of the mi-
nifters. " They feemed," he faid, " to have beert
" playing for almoft thefe twenty years, at a fort
" of game of hazard for peace or war ; and at laft,
" by a lucky nick, out ftarted a thing they call a
" Convention, which is neither the one nor the other \
" but is to be made either the one or the other, they
" cannot yet teil which, if we will but grant thern
" fome extraordinaty and unufual powers, for.en-
" abling them to continue their game. V/hat their
" future fuccefs may be, I fhall not pretend to di-
" vine: but I am fure, I fhall never be for givlnar* ' O Ö
" unlimited credit to fuchawkward gamefters."

Such as it was, however, it foon appeared, that this
Convention was not thought Dinding by the court of
Madrid. They failed in the payment of the fum,
which had been accepted by way of indemnificati-
on, and the meetings of the plenipotentiaries ap-
pointed to fettle the articlesin difpute were ineffec-
tual. From an error, which too often has prevailed
upon the continent, it was imagined, that the reluc-
tance which the minifter had fhewn to purfue vigo-
rous meafures, proceeded from his diffidence of be-
iag fupported by the nation ; and it was alfo ima¬
gined, that his enemies would continue to obftruct.
his Operations; and that the fame irrefölution, which
had too long difgraced the Britifh cabinet, would
equally take place at fea or in the field. War was
at length proclaimed on the 2^d of Oftober , with
univerfal applaufe, and the nation rejoiced in an op-
portunity of undeceiving their enemies, and of re-
calling the glorious days of Elizabeth and Cromwell.

Thefe expeftations feemed for a time to have re-
conciled the oppofite parties ; and if their former
contentions had not been alhided to, in theking 's

fpeech,
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1740. ipeech, at the opening of the next feffion, and im the
l̂ v~° addreifes of the two houfes, it is not improbable, but

that the minifter, by complying, though late, with
the wilhes of the nation, might have recovered in a
confiderable degred their confidence and approbati-
on. This the earl of Chefterfield openly avowed.
He faid that his majefty's declaration of war had ef-
fectually healed jap all the former divifions, that he
not only approved of the war, but of the deelaration
itfelf, as being expreffed in the molt proper, the moft
j.uft, and the ftrongeft terms, that could be devifed,
and that if the meafures now at laft entered lipon
were purfued with equal vigor, an end, he hoped, a
final end would be put to all heats and animofrties.
He therefore wifhed that all mention were dropped
of paft jealoufies, fince it now appeared that the di-
vifion had been not between one party and another,
but between the whole nation and the miniftry. But,
though he was fupported in thefe fentiments by the
earl of Scarborcugh, as well asby the dukes of Ar-
gyle arid Bedford, he could not fucceed in his en-
deavours, and this difappointment proved a fatal
omen of what was to häppen during the remainder
of the feffion.

Lord Searborough's eonducl, in this as well as in
all other debates, cannot but infpire us with the moft
exalted ideas of his candor, delicacy, and moderation.
Strongly ättached by principle to government r and
by inclination to the king, he fupported the miniftry
a long time againtt the efforts of thofe he was molt
intimately connecled with, a-nd lived for manyyears
upon,the beft terms both with Sir Robert Walpole
and with lord Chefterfield [36]. Foreed at laft by
convi-ftion to deviate from his former eourfe, and to
expreß his difapprobation of the late public mea-
ftrtt£, he did it with a becoming franknefs and ge-

nerofity.
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nerofity, wifhing eafneftly to reconcile both parties 1740.
at this interefting period, and to unite them againft (— —•
the common enemies of their coüntry . This at-
tempt, however, was ill received l heads of parties
feldom allow a latitude of thinking, and in afifairs of
ftate, ftill more than in matters of religion, intole-
rance is by every fide difavowed, but too conftantly
pradtifed by alL

Unfortnnately a nobleman equaliy beloved by the
nation and by his friends could not long refift the
ftruggle between his förmer engagements and his
prefent feelings. A turn to meiancholy, whieh
fhewed itfelf in his Gountenance, joined to an iil
ftate of health [37}, hurried him to an a£t of violence
upon himfelf. The morning of the day ön which
he accomplifhed this refolution, he paid a long vifit
to loid Chefterfield, and opened himfelf to him
with great earneftnefs on many fubjecrs. As he
appeared fomewhat difcompofed, his friend prefled
him in vain to ftay and dine with him ; which he
refufed, but moft tenderly embraced him at part-
ing. It happened in the courfe of the converfation
that fomething was fpoken of which related to Sir
William Temple 's negociations, when the two
friends not agreeing about the circnmftances, lord
Chefterfield, whofe memory was at all times re-
markably good, referred lord Scarborough to the
page of Sir William's memoirs where the matter was
mentioned. After his lordOhip's deäth |j8 ], the
book was found open at that very page . Thus he
fcems, in his laft moments, to have been ftill atten-
tive to his friend, and defirous that he fhould know
he was fo. This fatal cataftrophe was univerfally la~
mented, tenderly cenfured, and entirely excufed
by thofe who confidered the unaccountable erTedls
of natural evils upon the human mind . But what
muft lord Chgfterfield's fituation have bcen upon his

being
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being informed of this unfortunate event ? His ex-
cellent lady does not even now without the greateft
emotion fpeak of the manner in which his lordfhip,
on her return home at night, acquainted her with
his lofs of that amiable nobleman ; and he ever after
lamented that he did not detain him at his houfe,fay-
ing he might perhaps have been faved, if he had not
been left to himfelf that day [39].

His grief, however, did not prevent him from
continuing with the fame affiduity and vigor, to
fupport the meafures of oppofition. It appears ra¬
ther that his zeal, no longer tempered by the fteady
example and mild influence of his friend, but onthe
contrary inflamed by his untimely end, exerted
itfelf with greater energy on every occafion.
This appeared in the debates conceming a meffage
for an extraordinary fupply, fent to the houfe of
commons in preference to that of the peers. The
quellion does not feem to have been of fufficient im-
portance to have excited his lordlhip's warmth
againft the author of this meflfage. But nothing
from the minifter could n°w pleafe him, and he
feemed to have adopted, in regard to Sir Robert,
the fentiment expreffed in the following lines of an
ancient poet, of which he fent a commept in one of
his letters to his fon;

Non amo te, Sabidi, nec poflum dicere quare;
Hoc tantum polTum dicere, non amo te [40].

Vet, notwithftanding the drynefs of the mbjec~t, our
earl enlivened it with feveralftrokes of pleafantry and
humour [4i ], and the compliment he paid to the
young earl of Halifax, who made the motion, was
equally juft and delicate.

He had a much fairer opportunity of difplaying his
eioquence and refentment, when a bill againft pen-
jioners, which had paüed in the houfe of commons,

was
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was brought before the lords, who, as it was ex- 174Q-
pefted even by the oppofite party [42], rejefted it. *-*v^ *
In expreffing his deteftation of corruption, he call
feveral farcaiiical refleftions againft the man whom
at all times he confidered as the grand promoter of
it. He invariably reprefented him on that account as
ftill more dangerous to the morals than the liberties
of his country.

Had the earl been capable of liftening to minitte-
rial whifpers, it was often in his power, particularly
at this time, to have made whatever terms he pleafed.
I am well informed that the poft of lord lieutenantof
Ireland was from his early life the objecl: of his ara-
bition; and that he might have been appointed to it
during the prefent adminiftration will appear from
the anecdoteI mall here refer to [43].

National concerns did not however fo entirely en-
grofs his thoughts, but he found leifure for other pur-
fuits. Paternal folicitude warmed his heart as much
as patriotic zeal. Having laid down to himfelf the
plan of a rational education, he followed it through
all its branches, and did not fhew his talents in a
more confpicuous light,when he fupported the rights
ofa kingdom, than when he condefcended to be the
mftru&or of a child. Chefterfield writing by choice
exercifes for the ufe of his fon, infinitely furpaffes
Dionyfms driven by neceflity to teach grammar at
Corinth.

The brilliancy of his talents was equally evident
in the facility and variety of his compofitions. From
the moft intricate political refearches, he could in an
inflant relax to the tone of poltte converfation ; and
I have been tojd, that oftentimes in a mixt Com¬
pany, after having diftinguifhed himfelf by fuperior
wit and pleafantry, he has taken up the pen and fet

down
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1740. down the heads of a new fpeech. Several of his
«—v-o pieces of poetry would have done honor to thofe

difiinguifhed writers he was fo familiär with, though
they were compofed, as well as many of his moral
and political efiays, during the period of the oppoii-'tion.

This wonderful eafe and extent of genius was
juftly extolled by his cotemporaries. It was parti-
eularly fo in an ode infcribed to his lordfhip, which
will be feen in the note [44] .

Äs the war the nation was now engaged in had
been forefeen for a long timey it was univerfally
hoped that it would be carried on with fuch vigoras
to put a fpeedy period to it. But either from an im-
perfedtion in the plans, or from error in the execu-
tion, the event by no means anfwered the expedfa-
tions, or at leaft the wifhes of the public. Powerful
fleets were fitted out, feveral millfons fpent, and
föme damage done to the enemy ; but engagements
with their armadas were avoided, their flotas re-
mained unmoletted, their poffeffions were refpefted,
and the loffes of trade were very nearly equal on
both fides. It feemed, as lord Chefterfield expreffed
it, that ferne malign planet hung over Britifh coun-
fels, and retarded or difappointed every vigorous re-
folution. The fuccefs and mifcarriage of Vernon
were equal proofs of the temerity and deficiency of
our proje&s ; and Haddock 's unaccountable inaftion
induced the witty earl to fay that the wordsflagrante
helloought tö be changed into langutnte hello.

The fudden death of the head of the empire to-
wards the end of this year, greatly changed the ftate
of affairs in Europe and the fyftem of the court of
London. It would be difficult to give a clearer ac-
count of the immediate confequences of this unfor-
:unate event, of the efforts that might and ought to

have
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have been exerted on this occafion, and of the mif-
takes and weak attempts of the adrniniftration, than
the following words prefent to us [45]. " The em-
" peror left nothing trat the pragmatic fancYion fox
" the fecurity of hts heirs, which proved of fo fittfe
" fignification notwithftanding the great names with
" whieh it was mied, that almoft every one of the
" electors, like moft other electors, thought it a pro-
" per opportunity of making the moft of his vote,
" and all at the expence of the helplefs and aban-
" doned houfe of Auftria.— But in the midft of
" thefe royal dreams of dominion, havock, ipoil,
" and plunder, the king of Pruffia ftarts firft into
" aftion, pleads a right, but takes polfeffion by
" force, and avows a refolution to hold it by the
" fame means.— The deplorable fituation of the
" emperor's family affeeted every Englifh heart.—
" The pretenfions of thePruffian monarch were limit-
" ed to certain dutchies and lordmips in Silefia; and
" asthe event proved that he wouldhavebeen fatisfied
" with mucli lefs than he claimed, it cannotbe enough
" wondered at, that ways and means had not been
" ufedto bring himto terms by treaty and negocia-
" tion.— But inftead of experiments to foften him,
" which might gain fo potent an ally to affift in the
" prefervation of the houfe of Auftria, and obtain an
" increafe of power to the proteftant intereft, the
" fpirit of war alone prevailed ägainft him. So littie
" was any thought or defire entertained of gaining
" him in a friendly manner, and fo littie was appre-
" hended from France at that time, that certain per-
" fons, for a while, enjoyed a fcheme for the par-
" tition of his dominions, and a Convention was ac-
•'' tually formed for that purpofe."

in
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In this fituation were public affairs, when a motion

was made in both houfes for addrefling the lang to
remove from his Councils the minifter to whom
the national diftreffes and difficulties were imputed.
Lord Chefterfield was not one of the fpeakers in the
debate which arofe on this violent motion ; but he
divided with the fifty-eight peers who were the mi-
nority, and joined with the thirty protefters.

His health of late had been greatly impaired, and
in order to retrieve it, he was advifed to leave his
native country for a time, and to feek in fome
foreign land a feafonable relief. He accordingly
crofied the fea foon after the diffolution of parlia-
rnent. He paffed through Lille, and had the plea-
liire of finding at Bruneis his friend Voltaire, with
whom he fpent a few days, and who read to him
feveral paffages of his new tragedy of Mahomet.
Hence he direcled his courfe to Spa, the waters
of which had been recommended and proved
very beneficial to him. He ftaid about fix weeks
in that general rende2vous of the bell and worft
Company of Europe, where the bufy and the idle
refort alike for diflipation. As he was himfelf
eminently qualified to be a Citizen of the world, he
was courted and agreeably entertained by perfons
of different nations, diftinguilhed by their rank and
their merit. Among thefe was a Pruifian envoy at
one of the German courts. With him lord Chefter-
field often converfed about his fovereign, who then
began to excite univerfal admiration. The earl,
who wifhed to fee that prince the friend rather than
the enemy of Great Britain, exprefled in lively terms
his opinion of him, and called him 1'komme de Pruße
(the man of Pruffia). This was reported to the
lang , to whom lord Chefterfield's charafter was not

unknown,



LORD CHESTERFIELD . SECT . IV. ror

unknown, and who perhaps thought him l'komme 1741.
HAngleterre(the man of England). To be praifed v-"v"—
by fucha judge was highly pleafing to the monarch,
and he fent him a prefling invitation to come over
and fee him at Berlin. If the earl had not been en-
gaged in the miniftry in 1745, he intended to have
undertaken that journey ; and it is to be regretted
thata meeting, which might have been beneficial
to the interefts of mankind, could not take place.
The king ever after fpoke with great regard of lord
Chefterfield, and often faid he thought him the beft
friend he had in England . The earl on his fide
feemed rather an enthufiaft in his praifes, not only
in public converfation, but in his private letters to
his fon, to whom he certainly always difclofed his
moft fecret thoughts [46].

Of all the cities in the world, Paris feemed to be
that which lord Chefterfield would have chofen for
his refidence, if he had not been born an Englifh-
man, and ftrongly attached to the conftitution of
his own country. He could not but diflike the form
ofgovernment and political principles of the French,
though in other refpects he found their characler the
moft congenial with bis own. His former connec-
tions in their capital, together with thofe which lord
Bolingbroke procured him, muft have rendered that
place peculiarly fuited to his tafte. Preffed however
as he was for time, and hurried on by the ill ftate of
his health, he could not ftay there above a fortnight
in going, nor much longer at his return . Düring
thefe fhort intervals, he was a moft acceptable gueft
mthe beft focieties, and a partaker of their plea-
fures. The hotels of Coigny, Matignon , Noailles,
were open to him, as well as the houfes of Made de
Tencin [47], de Monconfeil, Martel, ladies equally

diftinguifhed
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1741. diftinguifhed by their rank, their merit, and their
" w wit . He frequently faw fome of the principal lite-

rati of that country, fuch as Sallier, Crebilion, Fon-
tenelle, but chiefly his old friend Montefquieu. He
often remembered , when fome years afterwards he
was deprived of the fenfe of hearing, what that ce-
lebrated man, whofe fight was much decayed, toid
him, je Jais etre aveugle (I know how to be blind);
and endeavoured, though not with the fame fuccefs,
to be able to fay, je fais etre ßurd (I know how to
be deaf.)

As his lordfhip's health had been judged to re-
quire the affiftance of a warmer ciimate, he ufed
what expedition he could to reach the South of
France . In his way he vifited Lyons, Avignon,
Aix, Nifmes, Marfeilles, and Montpelier. It is with
pleafure that we trace him, during the courfe of this
journey , writing regularly to his fon, then only ten
years old, and giving him accounts of the moft
curious particulars relative to the towns he pâ êd
through, partly extracled from other travellers, and
partly from his own mafterly obfervations. He
added to thefe fome compendious geographical lec-
tures, and began %fketch of Englifh hiftory, which
it were to be wifhed he had afterwards thought pro¬
per to revife and complete.

Public affairs recalled lord Chefterfield to Eng¬
land fooner than he might have defired, and pre-
vented him from enjoying, during the enfuing win-
ter, the pure air and mild temperature of fome of
the fineft provinces of Europe. The great events
that had taken place in the fummer, required the
prefence of all thofe who wifhed well to their coun¬
try , and were able to contribute to its weifare.

The houfe of Bourbon, which, for about a Century
palt, had invariablv purfued the projecl of loweringthe

<■
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the houfe of Auftria, now feized the opportunity of 174r ■
completing its deftru£tion. The eleftors of Saxony
and Bavaria, and, foon after, the king of Spain,
formed pretenfions to the emperor's fucceffion. The
king of the Two Sicilies joined his power to theirs.
Exafperated by the neglecl with which his demands
had been treated , and by the vain fchemes of his
rivals, the king of Pruffia had acquired, by conqueft,
a greater extent of territory than his claims origi-
nally amounted to in Silefia, and was encouraged by
the French, who, notwithftanding their known fpirit
of gallantry, made war againft the moft accomplifh-
ed, as well as the moft beautiful princefs in Europe.
Moft of the other German and Italian princes had
been the late emperor's fecret friends ; and thofe who
were bell inclined, lhewed themfelves but cold
friends to his daughter . By the influence of her am-
bitious neighbours, who commanded the votes of
four eledors, and terrified or filenced the reft, the
imperial dignity was wrefted from the houfe of Auf¬
tria, after having been confiderably above four hun¬
dred years in that ancient and now almoft exün6l
family. The elector of Bavaria, whofe power as a
prince could give no umbrage taFrance , was chofen
emperor, and thequeen of Hungary deprived of her
pofleflions. Bohemia was already overpowered, the
city of Prague taken, Upper Auftria over-run, and
Vienna menaced with a fiege. A corps of French
froops, pofted on the confmes of Hanover, threat-
ened an invafion. The king of Great Britain, who
could not be reftrained from his annual vifit to the
capital of his electoral dominions, was obliged to
fign a neutrality for one year. It was more than
fufpefted, that this neutrality extended its influence
to the Operations in the Mediterranean, and that ad-
miral Haddock had Orders to permit , at leaft to
°verlook, the failing of a Spanim fquadron to the

Welt
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1741. Wert Indies, and the conveyance by fea of a Spa-
*J nifh army into Italy. Hungary , which received the

fugitive queen with a zeal becoming a nation fo
faithful, though fo often ill-treated, was in danger of
being attacked by the Türks . Ruffia was prevent-
ed by a Swedifh war and by inteftine commotions
from affifting her natural ally. The Dutch trem-
bled for their barrier ; and it was apprehended that
a regard to his fecurity might force even the king of
Sardinia into the confederacy.

Thus was the balance of Europe unaccountably
difturbed, and to all appearance completely de-
ftroyed ; a balance, which had coft the .natiort fo
many lives to maintain, and involved it in a debt of
thirty millions in the times of queen Anne ; and
which, during the reign of her fucceifor, wasthought
of fo much importance as to furnifh a pretence fora
multiplicity of tedious negociations and oppofite alli-
ances. A ftriking inftance this, among many others,
of the infufficiency of treaties to confine the ambi-
tion of princes, and to fecure their faith.

Thofe who were fincerely concerned for the liber-
ties of their country and of mankind, found no cir-
cumftance more alarming in this revolution, than
the fatal afcendency gradually acquired, and now
openly afTumed by the Firench over the Weftern
world. The natural ftrength of their empire was
much increafed by the opinion which they had uni-
verfally infpired of their irrefiftible power. The
fear of engaging the French king to take part
openly with the other branches of the houfe of Bour-
bon in the prefent conteft, as well as the intimations
that were given of his intentions to take this part, if
any confiderable blow were ftruck in the Weft In¬
dies or elfewhere, intimidated the miniftry, and
produced an irrefolution in the Britifh Councils, and

inaclivity
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inadtivity in the Britifh arms. The nations which ' 1741.
had, at firft, beheld with wonder, the Ocean cover- '- «~
ed with Englifii mips, and, from the little refiftance
met with at Porto Bello, cönceived, that the Spanifli
dominion in the Indies was held by a fingle thread
[48], now accuftomed to the fight of impotent ef-
forts and harmlefs ejq>editions, turried their admi-
ration into contempt, and their former readinefs to
fliew their attachment to fo refpe&able an ally into
denials and diftruft. France being cönfidered as
the only power worthy to be regarded, and as the
fole miftrefs of the balance of Europe,1 made ufe of
her influence to dißribute kir.gdoms by caprice, and
exalt emperors upon her oiv?i terms [49}.'

The difcontents raifed irr Great Britain, not only
by a feries of mifcarriages and lofTes, but by the
clamorous reprefentations: of difäppointment and
revenge, did not fail to have confiderable influence
in the elecYions for the new pariiament . The opinion
of the public was fixed at leaft as to ö'ne objeft,
and the efforts of the minifler cotild nö longer flem
the torrent. There are tifnes when corruption de-
feats itfelf, when promifes and threats become
equally ineffeöual , and when gold itfelf is found to;
lofe its weight.

The feffion began on the firft of December ; and
on the fourth his majefty's fpeech was delivered. It
was drawn up with great art ; and, according to
annual cuftom, re-echoed by complimentary ad-
drelfes from both houfes. This , however, did not
pafs without fome fhew of oppofition in the houfe of
peers. Lord Chefterfield, who, in his travels through
other countries, never loft fight of his own ; and
while in purfuit of health and amufement did not
negleft colledting materials, and preparing himfelf
for bufmefs, thought it proper to ftiew, that his com-

Vol . L H plaifanee
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174t. plaifance and partiality to the French did not ex-
—J tend to their politics. Recovered to his former ftate

of health, and animated by the ftrong motives of
national intereft and national honor, he thundered
out what may be called his firft Philippic againft the
miniftry. He begins with a piain,, yet ftrong, re-
prefentation of the diftrefsful fcene of Europe, and
recommends to the lords a general addrefe to the
throne after the manner of their anceftors, fuitable
to the dignity of thofe from whom it comes, and to
the occalion upon which it is made. From the al-
lowed difficuLties and dangers attending the prefent
fituation, he argues that what was loft could not be
regained but by meafures different from thofe which
had been purfued, and by the afliftance of other
counfellors than thoie who had funk the nation into
contempt , and expofed it to the ravages of all their
neighbours. Nothing, in his opinion, could raife
niore confidence in foreign powers üül attached to
them, or more intimidate thofe whofe defigns it was
their intereft to defeat, than an open teftimony of
their refolution, neither any longer to approve that
eondutt by whidi the überty of the half of Europe
had been endangered, nor to lavifh praifes on the
men, . who, in twenty years, never tranfafted any
thing for the benefit of their country . He then en¬
ters into an artful enumeration of paft meafures,
expofes their Fnfignificancy, and feverely arraigns
thofe of cowardice,. if not of fomething worfe, who,
notwithftanding all admonitions, conftantly purfaed
them. Why the qu«en of Hungary , notwithftand¬
ing all the motives of juftice and compaffion that
pleaded in her favor, was fuffered to be overpower-
ed by the natural enemies of this nation, the rivals
of their trade, and the perfecutors of their religion,
the whole world, he fays, has long afked to no pur-
pofe, Inftead of paying fubfidies for troops, never

to
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to be employed, and enriching foreign princes with 1741.
the plunder of a nation, which they cannot injure '- **
and do not defend, he laments that the king of
Pruflia's friendfhip was not obtained at any rate,
and mentions with Indignation the late Hanover
neutrality. Lefs fanguine, however, for a land war,
the expences of which, he owns, were certain, and
the events hazardous, he lays the ftrefs of his argu-
ment on the naval armaments . Having defcribed
the fuperiority of Englifh fleets, fea-officers and fai-
lors, and avowed the alTertions, however pompous
they might appear, that the Britons are placed the
centinels at the barriers of nature, and arbiters of
the intercourfe of manlcnd, he obferves, that this
dominion on the Oeean was afferted in former
times, in oppofition to powers far more able to
conteft it than thofe whom his country had fo long
fubmiflively courted, and were now evidently afraid
of. He laftly exhorts them not to defpair ; but,
expecling tiieir fafety only from a change of covrn-
fels and of meafures, not to praife before examin-
ing, becaufe inquiry comes too late after approbati-
on. This difcourfe was juftly applauded by the
fpeakers on the other fide, as well as on his own ;
but it did not prevent the ufual compliment from
being paid to the crown, or rather to the miniftry.

The oppofition had no better fuccefs in the fol- 1742.
lowing debate, and, indeed, vigorous refolutions
could hardly prevail in a houfe where minifters of a
pacific turn bore fo confiderable a proportion. A
majority of no more than twelve prevented a cen-
fure from being paffed on the neglect (hewn by the
miniftry, in permitting fourteen out of the nineteen
officers, belonging to the eftablifhment at Minorca,
to be abfent at a time when that important ifland
was threatened with an invafion. Lord Chefterfield

H 2 was
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1742. wäs very acftve in the examination of the witneffes>
k*"W > the difcuflion of the points in debate,. and the pro-

teft that enfued upon the negative put tGf the mo-<
tion. As he anfwered the iord chancellor on this
occafionT he was obliged to unite precifion with
clearriefs, and tö prefer argument to deckmation,
He allowed, however, fome fcope to his imagination
hi appealing to the bench of bifhops, whether the
interefts of religion, äs well as reafons of poRcyy
ought not to have produced fome attempts towards
making the Minorquins good proteftants and affec-
t-ionate fubjefts. There was- likewife fomething
ftriking in thefe remarkabfe, I had almoft faid pro-;
phetic, words, " I think, I am in duty obliged to
" forewarn your lordftrips,. thät if ever this ifland-
" fhould be k>ft by any future negpeft, the whole
" nation will impute t-he lofs to yoür having put a
f negative at this time upon-füch a motion . . . . ;
" for after the lofs is incurredy no punifhment you?
" can inflift upon the perfons- guilty will be an
" atonement för your former indifference,- which'
" will be confidered as the original caufe of that
« lofs." / .

The difpofitions of the' new houfo of commons
were much fooner difcovered than thofe of the
lioufe of peers. The prime minifter could no longer
command a majority. So high were the populär
prejudices againft him, that his dependerits found it
expedient to abandon' him, in-Order to preferve their
intereft at his expence [50J. Parties, indeed, feem-
ed fo equally balanced, that no bufmefe of impört-
ance could go on-; and the inal of fome öf the con-
troverted eleelions fhewed wherethe preponderancy
lay. To fupport his credit, the minifter endeavour-
ed in vain to divide the oppofition ; they divided,
indeed, but not tili after his fall, The öfters made

, , t<?
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io the prince of Wales were peremptorily refufed,
as Coming from the man whom he accufed of being
the author of the grievances at home, and of the
rnifcarriages abroad. Thus , no longer able to con-
tinue at the heim, and in danger of meeting with
greater feverity if he perfifted in his refiftance, he
refigned all his places. The king, prepared for
this necelfary facrifice, accepted of his refignation ;
but thought proper tö fhew his regret of lofing him,
by beflowing upon him the moft fatisfaclory marks
of perfonal regard and prote&ion [51]. In order
tp vacate his feat in the lower hqufe, he was railed
to the upper, by being made 3. peer. The new
earl of Orford's good humour? good natnre, and
experienced benevolence, fecured him the affeftion
of his relations, friends, and numerous attendants.
Time did juftice to his character [52] ■, a veil was
drawn over his errors, and even his political com-
petitors feem univerfally to have allowed him abili-
ties, and at leaft comparative merit [53].

The fall of the minifter was not attended with

that total change of men and meafures, which the
majority of the country party had expecled. By
this revolution, Mr . Pujteney , who had for a long
time been the leader of the oppofition in the houfe
of commons, .fpund himfelf in a fituation that ren-
dered him, in fome meafure, the arbiter between
the crown and the people : but this place was too
exalted, too much expofed, to be fecure. The
triumph of a populär tribune feldom continues for
any length of time ; and he who can do what he
will, unlefs he attempts all, muft foon give way to
thofe who are more daring. He thought, that by
declining to take the r'udder, he might have pre-
ferved his authority vyith the public, and his influ-
ence at cpurt. But his moderation was unfuccefsful,

Perfonally
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i742- Perfonally difliked by the fovereign for what' he
J might have done, and by a great part of the na-

tion for what he did not do, he irrecoverably loft
• the party he deferted [54], and obtained from the

öther a title without power [55].
The vacancies occafioned by the removal of the

old minifter, and of a few of Iiis moft immediate
dependents, were foon filled by thofe whigs who,
from a diflike of the perfon, difapprobation of the
meafures, or eagernefs after the places, had before
jo 'med the difcontented of other denominations.
The new adminiftration admitted but few either of
the tories, or of the violent republicans, and thus
contracting their political ground, they left the dif-
tinclion of the brbad bottomsto the fucceeding oppo-
fition. Thefe , gloried in thät comprehenfive name,
but rejefted with fcorn that of facTion with which
they were branded.

The moft confiderable acquifition made by the
court was that of lord Carteret ; and, at the pre-
fent junclure, none could be of greater importänce.
His great knowledge of the affairs of Europe, en-
terprifing genius, and high principles of govern-
ment , very pliable to the defires of a mafter, raifed
him to the place of prime minifter ; a place, at this
crifis, as little to be envied as it was difficult to be
filled. The king, whofe language he fpoke, and
whofe views he ennobled, at the fame time that he
indulged him in his favorite prejudices, foon gave
him as great a fhare of his perfonal affecYion as he
ever could beftow. The drooping fpirits of the na-
tion began to revive. A Richelieu was expefted to
take place of a Mazarin, and the people rejoiced at
the exchange of an over-cautious gi.iide for one, whö,
animated with the ancient fpirit of chivalry, feemed
to have been fent from heaven to fatisfy their moit
ardent thirft of glory.
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Lord Chefterfield might have expecled to have 174s-
had fome fhare in the new adminiftration, having *-rv "v'
been fo inftrumental in bringing about the late re-
volution. But whether through jealoufy in the chiefs,
diflike in the monarch, or unwiliingnefs in the earl to
accept of engagements, unlefs he knew and approv-
ed of the terms [55], he was left out of the lift ; and
this-neglect may appear a fufficient excufe for his re-
fufing, fome years after, to be concerned in the mi-
niftry with thofe who, at this time, fhewed them-
felves fo indifferent, if not averfe, for admitting him
into their alfociation.

Some thinking perfons there were, who feeing the
name of Chefterfield omitted in the lift of the mi-

niftry, and that of Argyll foon ftruck out of it by
himfelf, began, even at this early period, to find
fault with the choice, and miftruft the abilities of the
new pilots. Of the many fatyrical pieces publifhed
at that time, I fhall only tranfcribe part of an ode,
which feemed ftronger marked , and was better re-
ceived, man moft other poetical producYions of the
fame date [56].

Thus deprived of the affrftance of fome of the
moft confiderable of the party whom he had been
connected with, and was now obliged to oppofe,
lord Chefterfield found, in a fuceeffion of young fpi-
rited peers, a feafonable fupply of auxiliary forces.
Thefe were the duke of Bedford, the earls of Halifax
and Sandwich, lords Talbot and Lonfdale, toge-
ther with a few fupporters of the late minifter, who
now joined the new oppofition.

The earl's eloquence was particularly animated in
the famous debate on a bill paffed in the houfe of
commons, the objedt of which was to encourage
witneffes to give in their evidence againft the late
minifter, by the promife of indemnity to themfelves
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1742. for the fhare they might have had in the corrupt
-Tv—•i tranfactions he v/as fufpected of. Lord Carteret,

formerly the accufer of Sir Robert , now ftood forth
the advocate of the earl .of Orford. Never did the
acutenefs, comprehenfivenefs, and precifion, of that
eloquent fpeaker fhine more eminently than on this
occafion. He was complimented both by thofe who
fupported the fame fide with himfelf, and by thofe
who oppofed it. There was fomething particularly
interefting and elegant in the manner in which lord
Chefterfield began his anfwer, or rather his fecond
Philippic, " I have fo long," he faid, " honoured
" the abilities, and fo pften concurred with the opi-
" nion of the noble lord who began the debate, that
" I cannot, without unufual concern, rife up now to
" fpeak in oppofition to him ; nor could any other
f' motive fupport me under the apparent difadvan-
" tage of a conteft fo uqequal, b,ut the confcioufnefs
" of upright intentions, and the concurrence of the
" whole nation." This exordium did not prevent
him from exerting all his powers in the fupport of
the bill, which he reprefented as fuggefted by ne-
ceflity,j authorized by fimilar inftances of former and
even prefent times, free from the imputations of in-
juftice and cruelty . He then entered into a particu-
lar difcuflion of the nature of oral evidence, and ert-
deavoured to remove the fufpicion̂ about v/itneffes
being induced by fuch an encouragement to give a
falfe teftimony, without being liable 'to deteäion.
He was particularly vehement at the end of his
fpeech. As it had been afTerted, that ho real
charge could be alledged to juftify an unufual
mode of feverity, " We are upbraided, " he faid,
" with our own declarations, that the perfon menti-
*' oned in this bill would quickly find accufers, when
*e he fhould be divefted of his authority. Behold him
" •.»■, . .. , . . . .. . . " now,
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" now, fay his advocatos, reduced from his envied
" eminence, and placed on a level with his fellow-
" fubjefts! behold him no longer the diftributer of
" employments, or the difburfer of the public trea-
" fures; fee him divefted of all fecurity, but that of
" innocence, and yet no accufations are produced.
" This, my lords, is a topic fo fruitful of panegyric,
" and fo happily adapted to the imagination of a
" perfon long ufed to celebrate the wifdom and in-
" tegrity of minifters [57], that, were not the prefent
" queftion of too great importance to admit falfe
" conceflions, I fhould fuffer it to remam without
" controverfy. But this is no time for criminal in-
" dulgence, and therefore I lhall annihilate this
" fhort-lived triumph, by obferving, that to be out
" of place is not necelfarily to be out of power. A
" minifter may retain his influence, who has refign-
" ed his employments ; he may ftill retain the favor

of his prince, and polfefs him with a falfe opinion
" that he can only fecure his authority by prote&ing
" him; or, what there is an equal reafon to fufpecl,
" his fucceiTor may he afraid of concurring in a law,
" which may hereafter be revived againft himfelf."
An objedYion had been raifed againft the bill by fome
of his noble antagonifts, which was founded on the
regaid due to their dignity, and the cautioufnefg
they ought to acl: with in charging thofe with crimes
who had a feat among them. This objecYion he
turned into an argument to incite the lords to be
watchful againft the leaft fufpicion that might fall
upon them, to eje£t pollution from their walls, and
prefcrve their power by keeping their reputation
P"re and untainted. The bill was rejeded , not fo
rauch perhaps becaufe fuch an exertion of power
could only be juftified by the fupreme law of necef-
üty, as on account of the obvious confequences
that might have attended a too füll difcovery. The.

country
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1742. country party in the houfe of ' commons highly re-
—v— ' fented the negative put by the lords upon their bill,

and as vainly attempted to pafs a vote of cenfure
on this indifputable prerogative.

Another bill, which had been paffed in the fame
houfe, met with no better fate in that of peers.
Under pretence of fecuring trade and navigation in
time of war, it implied a fevere reproof of the pre-
ceding adminiftration, and laid a reftraint upon the
prefent board of admiralty. The earl of Winchel-
fea, who prefided at that board, expofed the defefts
of that bill in fuch a diftinct manner, as to oblige his
antagonifts to admit that it could not be paifed
without fuch alterations as would have made it
quite a new one. It may be doubted whether lord
Chefterfield, who wifhed the bill not to be rejefted,
withöut fome attempts to amend it, was altogether
fincere in the following expreffions, " Were all
" men like the noble lord whom I am now attempt-
" ing to anfwer, vigilant to difcover, fagacious to
" diftinguifh, and induftrious to profecute the inte*
" reft of the public, I fhould be far from propofing
" that they fhould be conftrained ■by rule, or re-
M quired to follow any guide but their own reafon."
Some irony was perhaps likewife mixed with great
good humor and truth in the introduftion to the
reply. " As the known fincerity of that noble lord
**allows no reafon for fufpe&ing that he would be-
" ftow any praife where he did not believe there was
" fome defert, and as his penetration and acutenefs
" fecure him from being deceived by falfe appear-
" ances of merit, I cannot but applaud myfelf for
" having obtained his efteern, which I hope will not
" be forfeited by my future conducV'

The parliamentary bufmefs had been, during this
feffion, fo extenfive and fo important , that lord

Chefterfield
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Chefterfield was detained in town lönger than was
confiftent with his defire of taking another journey
to Spa. For though the waters of that place had
greatly relleved him of his diforders, which were
vertigos, languors, and other nervous fymptoras, he
was far from being entirely cured, and found fuch a
return of his complaints during the winter, as made
him conclude that his fhattered tenement, as he ex-

prefled it, would admit of but half repairs, and muft
have them annuälly. " In fhort," fays he in a let-
ter to his phyfician Dr . Cheyne, " after all the at-
" tention and obfervation I am capable of, I can
" hardly fay what does me good and what not. My
" conftitution conforms itfelf fo much to the humor

" of the times, that it changes almoft daily its
" friends for its enemies, and its enemies for its
" friends." Being difappointed of crofling the fea,
he took his refuge at Bath, where the waters never
failed to give him a temporary relief.

As lord Chefterfield was not lefs zealous for the

fervice of his friends than for that of his country, and
was univerfally confidered as the beft judge as well
as patron of men of letters, he had frequent oppor-
tunities of being ufeful to them • one of which had
offered during the courfe of the laft winter. The
relift of the great duke of Marlborough, being defir-
ous of fubmitting to pofterity her political conducl,
as well as her lord's, applied to our earl for a proper
perfon to receive her informations, and put the me-
moirs of her life into a proper drefs. Mr . Hooke,
the celebrated writer of an excellent Roman hiftory,
was recömmended by him for that purpofe. He

accordingly waited upon the dutchefs, while fhe
was ftill in bed oppreffed by the infirmities of age,
Eut knowing who he was, fhe immediately got her-
felf lifted up, and continued fpeaking during fix

hours,
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1742. hours. She delivered to him, without any notes,

•- ,— ner account ;n the moft lively as well as the moß
connected manner. As (he was not tired herfelf,
fhe would have continued longer the bufinefsof
this firft fitting, had fhe not perceived that Mr.
Hooke was quite exhaufted, and wanted refrefh-
ment as well as reft. So eager was fhe for the
eompletion of the work, that fhe infifted upon Mr.
Hooke's not leaving her houfe tili he had finifhed
it. This was done in a fhort t'ime ; and her grace
was fo well pleafed with the Performance, that fhe
complimented the author with a prefent of 5000/.
a fum which far exceeded his expeclations. As
foon as he was free, and permitted to quit the houfe
of his benefaftrefs, he haftened to the earl, to thank
him for his favor, and communicated to him his
good fortune. The perturbation of mind he was
under , occafioned by the itrong fenfe of his Obli¬
gation, plainly appeared in his ftammering out his
acknowledgments ; and he who had fucceeded fo
well as the Interpreter of her grace's fentiments,
could fcarcely utter his own.

Äs the majority of the nation were greatly pre-
judiced in favor of the new minifters, they found no
difficulty in obtaining from the two houfes what-
ever they demanded ; and they profeffed to have
no other views but to profecute. the war with yigor,
in order to procure a fpeedy and honorable termi-
nation of it. A confiderable fupply in money was
ypted to the heroine, v/ho fo bravely defended her
hereditary rights. Sixteen thoufand men of the
Britifh army were fent over to her affiftanee in
Germany ; and the Dutch were induced, though
with difficulty, to make a third and confiderable
angmentation in their forces. A neutrality vyas oh-
^ained of the king of Pruflia by negociafion, and
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öf the king of tHe two Sicilies by meriaces, The 1742.
ele&or öf Saxony was detached from the grand al-
liance. The king of Sardinia was enabled to make
a vigorous and fuccefsful ftand againft the united
forces of France and Spain in Italy ; and a confi-
derable intereft was created in the empire in
favor of the family who had fo long given it a
head.

The fucceffes of the campaign equalied at firft
the promifes and wifhes of thofe who had planned
it. Never perhaps, from one year to another, was
therea revoiutiön more rapid and more complete.
The queen of Hungary , no longer over-awed by
the a£tivity of her near and ambitious neighbour,
treated her other enemies as fhe had been treated by
them. She not only cleared her Auftrian territories
of the new emperor's troops, bnt retaliated upon
him in the fevereft manner his threatened hege of
her capital, by driving him out of his own. Bava-
ria, for the tirne, made her amends for the lofs of
Silefia; Bohemia was recovered ; and whilft one
French army was befieged in Prague , the other
which, in expeclation of coming to its relief, had
been obligedto quit the neighbourhood of Hanover,
was forced to ftruggle againft fword and famine, and
never could penetrate through the paffes of Bohe¬
mia. Of feventy-five thoufand men, led into Ger-
many under the conduct of the experienced ge-
nerals Belleifle and Broglio, fcarce twenty thoufand
returned to their native country . The Spanifh
forces, not being joined by the Neapolitan troops,
fliareda hmilar fate ; and the infant of Spain, who,
with a corps of Frenchmen attempted a palTage
through theAlps,was equallyunfuccefsful. . Even the
Operations at fea, though lefs brilliant, were calcu-

lated



u8 MEMOIRSOF
1742. Iated to retrieve the honor öf the Britifh flag ; and
"— the blocking up of the French and Spanifn fleets

in the port of Toulon , feemed to fecure to Britain
the empire of the fea.

In moft wars, opportunities are offered to either
of the contending parties to obtain a good peace,
which all wife nations muft prefer to the moft glo-
rious vi&ories. France, baffied in her defigns, forwant of an earlier and better direfted exertion of
her power, faw the decifive inftant fled, and found
herfelf reduced to the neceffity of offering moderate
terms to the queen of Hungary . But in proportion
to her advances, the queen and her allies raifed both
their expeclations and their demands. Lord Stair,
in whom the gallant fpirit of the Edwards and the
Henrys feemed to revive, formed the moft fanguine
projects, and offered to his enterprizing nation the
flattering profpecl of an expedition to Paris. The
Britifh king, inflamed with that thirft of glory which
infpired his youth, when he fought by the fide of
the great duke of Marlborough, and learned to
conquer under him, had long wifhed himfelf, like
king William, at the head of a confederate army;
and, in order to form it, fixteen thoufand Hano-
verians were taken into Britifh pay.

This meafure, as expenfive to England as it was
beneficial to Hanover , was ftriclly canvaffed in the
next feffion of parliament. Lord Chefterfield de-
clared his fentiments immediately on the opening of
the feffion. When the addrefs of thanks, imply-
ing compliments to the miniftry, was propofed,
he openly avowed his reluclance to applaud , beforethe circumftancesof the new meafure were difclofed,
and their confequences juftified by the event. His
•bjecl:indeed, was that of a good Citizen, as well as
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of a wife ftatefman. It was the faving of Englifli 1742.
treafure and Englifh blood. He by no means *— —•
could approve the wafting of both in vifionary
fchemes and impracticable attempts . He thought
the purpofes of the war, at leaft upon the con-
tinent, could now be attained, if by wafteful,
unfaithful, unprofitable confederacies, their com¬
mon and too powerful enemies were not pro-
voked, without any chance of being thoroughly
fubdued. When , in the beginning of the next , 7+3.
year, the expediency of taking fo many additional
forces into pay was confidered [58], he difclofed in
the ftrongeft manner his political principles, and per-
haps his refentment . As it feil to his lot to anfwer
his old friend and new antagonift the earl of Bath,
he fpared no pains to fhew himfelf not inferior to fo
diftinguiiheda fpeaker. It were to be wiihed, that
in the courfe of this debate, as well as of that which
came on the next year upon the fame fubject, his
lordlhip had not ufed, in fpeaking of his fovereign,
fome expreßions which the heat of oppofition could
fcarce excufe. The reafons on which his oppofition
was founded, were contained in the proteft entered
on this occafion. The name of lord Chefterfield
was at the head of the four and twenty peers who
figned it ; and, in order to leave no doubt of the
fliare he had in it, he introduced it in a manner
which proved at leaft that he was in earneft. " To
" Ihew, my lords, that I do not oppofe the miniftry
" for the fake of obftru£ting the public counfels, or
" of irritating thofe whom I defpair to defeat, and
" that I am not afraid of trufting my condud to the
" impartial examination of pofterity, I fhall beg
" leave to enter, with my proteft, the reafons
" which have influenced me in this day's (Feb . 1,
" 1743) deliberation, that they may be confidered
" when this queftion fhall no longer be a point of

" intereft,



120 M E M O I R S O F

1743. " intereft, and our prefent jealoufies and animoiities
—-v— " are forgotten."

Minifters engaged in a war, and efpecially in ä
Continental one, are neceffarily obliged to procure
continual fupplies ; and in the impofition of new
taxes, a thing in itfelf always unpopulär, and only
juftified by fuccefsful expeditions, are conftantly
oppofed by their enemies, whofe intereit it is to
obttruft their meafures, and to eclipfe their glory.
An inftance of this appeared with regard to the
money raifed by the new bill for retailing fpirituous
liquors. The pernicious effects of thefe liquors
upon the common people had been very obvious in
the increafe of mortality in this great metropolis.
Phyficians äs well as divines had joined in their en-
deavours to check fo great an evil. Their remon-
ftrances had been attended to ; and in concurrence
with their advice an act had been paffed in the ninth
yearof this reign (1736), which prohibited anyper-
fon from felling fpirituous liquors, in fmaller quan-
tities than two gallons, without a licence. Fifty
pounds v/ere to be paid for this privilege of admi-
niftering draughts of poilon to fellow-fubjefts;
and few people perhaps would have purchafed it at
that rate. But the aär, from the difficulty of its
being executed, had failed of its effect. It had been
found impoffible to dete£t all the petty dealers by
whom it was infringed. Informations had been
difcouraged, and informers rendered infamous;
and as fpirituous liquors, and in particular that
which is called gin, continued to be fold in fmall
obfcure fhops, almoft in every ftreet, few people
thought it worth their while to take out thefe ex-
penüve licences. Thus was the law defeated, the
quantity of diftilled fpirits every year increafed,
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and drunkennefs, with its fatal confequences, ren- 1743.
dertd more prevalent by the very efForts made to '- «"""
check it. The number of gallons confumed in one
year appeared to amount to feven millions; Ä new
bill was therefore propofed, and paffed in the houfe
of commons, by which a fmall duty of one penny
per gallon was laid on at the ftill head, and the
price of the licences reduced to twenty fhillings. It
was-eafily forefeen that, by this ac~t, a conlidera-
ble fum would be raifed ; but it was not equally
clear that the confumption of thefe deftruclive li-
quors would be leflened, and the progrefs of vice in
any degree ftopped . On the contrary, lord Hervey
and other oppofers of the bill, reprefented it as an
indulgence granted to thofe who would pay the
tax, a legal eftablifhment of vice, and a method
of increafing the income by the deftruclion of the
people. In a cafe which fo nearly affe&ed the in-
terefts of fociety and religion, the ecclefiaftical lords,-
and in particular the bifhop of Oxford (Dr . Secker),
exprelfed themfelves with a zeal becoming their Or¬
der. They attacked the bill by arguments . Lord
Chefterfield expofed it to ridicule by admirable
ürokes of irony and wit. His fpeeches were exqui-
fite pieces of humor and feverity. He ftiled the
money that was immediately raifed on this bill,
the drinking-fund ; and the law which authorked
the levying of the duty , the .effect of that pradice,
of which it was intended to be likewife the caufe.
It is reported that, on feeing the reverend bench
voting on the fame fide v/ith himfelf, he faid he
doubted whether he had not got on the wrong
fide of the queftion, not having had the honor of
being in the Company of fo many lawn-fleeves
for feveral years.

Vol . L t His
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1743- His lordfhip had lefs fcope to difplay his vein of
"~v J pleafantry in the debate for quieting of corporations.

It is fufficiently known th'at many of the ancient
charters grantedto particular boroughs were charged
with claufes, which the alteration of times and cir-
cumftances have rendered abfurd and impradticabie.
Such claufes, therefore, gradually fmk into difufe;
example fupplies the place of rule, andäferiesof
precedents, irr this as well as in many other in-
ftances, is confidered as the beft Interpreter of obfo-
lete laws. But yet, fome inconveniencies have fre-
quently arifen from this prefcriptive deviation.
The negleft of fome of the forms or conditions pre-
fcribed by fuch charters, i-n the ekftion of officers,
though often overiooked,hadmore thanonce affbrded
a pretence to minifters, to lay afide the nomination
of obnoxious perfons, and even to threaten commu-
nities with the forfeiture of their charters. This had
beenthe cafe with regard to the mayor of Mekom-
regis in the county of Dorfet. The charter confined
the eleclion of that fuperior magiftrate to the rank
of fimple biwgeffes, and, as it made the mayor al-
derman for üfe after he had palfed through his office,
it feemed to exclude him from ever becoming
mayor again. By this provifion, the number of
aidermen in a fmall town mult foon become equal
to the number of inhabitants, and, in-orderto main-
tain the annual eleftions,. the condition had been
negledted for one hundred and twenty-five years.
This negleft was taken notice of on the following
occafion. In the late elecYion of members of parli-
ament , the mayor was thought to have been too
much influenced by ä party nomination, and he was
foon after threatened with, and profecuted by, a
fw warranto. The caufe, being determined againft
Mm at the court of king's bench, was brought by
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äppeal before the houfe of lords, where the fentence 1743-
was confirmed upon the unanunous ad vice of the '
judges. Yet as, in the courfe of the proceedings,
the ablurdity of the claufe, and the authority of ail
ufage fanclified by a pracYice of above a Century,
were ftrongly urged by the oppofition, and indeed
allowed by the majority, a motion was made for a
new law, to fecure for the future the elecYion of of-
ficers iri corporate towns, when made according to
ancient cuftom, though not agreeably to the expreis
letter of the charters. A bill was accordingly drawh
up and prefented, but was found in many refpedts
improper and infufficient. Lord Cholmondeley ex-
pofed the danger of affenting to an indifcriminate
violation of charters. Lord Hardwicke allowed that
the bill was in itfelf fundamentally right ; but in-
fifted that, in its prefent form, it would produce
more and greater evils than thofe it was intended to
remedy. He fhewed that if the prefcription were
limited to a very (hört time, the moit dangerous
confequences would follow, and if it were fixed at a
very long term, little or no effett could be expecled
from it.. But why too long or too fhort, anfwered
lord Chefterfield, is there theri no medium, and
could not fiich a medium be hit on ? Yet, notwith-
ftanding his lordfhip's efforts, it feemed to be ät
Iaft allowed on all fides, that althoUgh the evil com-
plained of was real, yet it was perhaps one of thofe
it became the legiflative power to wink at, or not
attempt to eure radically, tili the abufe fhould prove
conüderable enough to require it.

As foon as the feffion was over, the monarch fet
out for the continent . An equal number of Britifh
and eledloral troops, joined to a fmall body of
Auftrians, defended the banks of the Mayne againft

I 2 a fuperior
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174.3- a fuperior armyof the French. A confiderable re-

- ' inforcement of Heffians and Hanoverian auxiliaries-
was advanced at a fmall dillance ; but their nearer
approach was ftopped by the enemy, and the junc-
tion could not be eff'ecled without a battle, Lord
Stair, who commanded the confederate, otherwife
called the pragmaticarmy,, foon met with a ftrong
oppofition to bis fchemes, both from the minifters
at home, and from the foreign generals. The firft
feemed inclined ta an ceconomical half war, the laft
v/ifned. to preferve their troops. This unbappy
eonflidt had prevented tlie marfhal from endeavour-
ing to ehange an unfavourable fituation, and from
attempting to extricate himfelf by a decifive ftroke.
His camp, which occupied the ftring X)f a bow, was
greatly outflanked by the French , who were mafters
of the country aronnd him, and in 3 great meafure
cut ofFhis Communications. He found himfelf en-
gaged in an ill managed defenfive campaign, when
his genius led him on to an offenfive one. The king
was impatiently expefted to put an end to thefe ir-
refolutions. He came at laft towards the middleof
June , with the duke of Cumberland , and put him¬
felf at the head of a divided, difcontented, and dif-
heartened army. In want of all neceiTaries, and
under theämpoffibility of attacking the enemy, but
with great difadvantage, he was forced, eight days
after his arrival, to begin his Operations by a retreat
This had been forefeen by the enemy . Marllial
Noailles, their Commander, had pofted his army in
flieh a manner, as to render the defiles, and in par-
ticular that of Dettingen , through which the Eritifh
troops with the king were to pafs, expofed to attacks
on all fides. By this judicious difpofition, and the
fire of a numerous ärtillery, he thought himfelf
eertain either of reducing the confederates to a

fituation
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Situation not very different from that of the Romans 1743-
furrounded by the Samnites in the Caudine forks,
or of cutting them off, withont any danger to him¬
felf. He is even faid to have entertained the hopes
of making the king Iiis prifoner. But all bis mea-
fures were difconcerted, and the fortune of the day
reverfed, by the rafh impetuofity of one of his ge¬
neral officers, who, inftead of obeying his Orders,
and patiently waiting for his enemies, crofled a ri-
vulet, and engaged himfelf in the marfhy defile he
was pofted to defend. This obliged the French
general to march to his fupport, and to abandon
the advantage of his ftrong pofts, as well as of his
batteries on the other fide of the Mayn. A general
acfton was thns brought on, in which the gallantry
of the troops, fighting under the eye of their king,
animated by his words, .and fpurred on by his ex-
ample, foon fnatched the viclory from the hands of
their rivals, and forced thofe to fly from whom be-
fore they were retreating . The confequences of
this aclion were not fo cenfiderable as they might
have been, if the enemy had been immediately and
clofely purfued, their retreat over the Rhine cut
off, or a powerful diverfion made towards French
Flanders. Inftead of this, the field of battle was
left to the enemy, who, not caring to venture upon
another trial after the junöion of the Heflians, retired
leifurely to their own country. Lord Stair finding
Iiis projecls flighted, himfelf difregarded, and fo-
reign counfels and concerns preferred to national
interelt, thought proper to refign, and, as he ex-
preffed it, to return to the plough [59]. The duke
ofMarlborough, with feveral other officers, foüowed
the example of the general, arid, on their return,
«ommunicated their difguft to their countrymen.

The
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The members of the new cabinet were not much
more fortunate in their political than in their mili-
tary Operations. The emperor, deferted by thofe
to whom he owed his vain title and his real ruin,
wifhed to break a conneclion fo fatal to his houfe,
and to effecl, almoft on any terms, a reconciliation
with the queen of Hungary . As fhe had at that
time little dependence but on the fupport of Great
Britain, however fhe might have been influenced
by female pride and juft refentment, the Engliih
rniniftry could, and perhaps ought, to have obligeÜ
her to accept the advantageous offers that were
made her. Unhappily both the counfellors near the
king, and thofe in London, were far from being of
this opinion. The advances of an humble enemy
were haughtily rejefted ; thofe of the French were
not better received ; and the two fadtions that di-
vided the cabinet threw on eaeh other the blame of
the ill fuccefs of the Hanau negociations [60].
The new treaties of Drefden and of Worms werq
not concluded with greater unanimity. Though
they procured to the queen of Hungary the affiftance
of the Polifh and Sardinian monarchs, they drained
the Britifh treafury, and proved detrimental to the
common caufe. The one renewed the jealoufies of
the king of Pruflia, the other alienated the Genoefe,
and rendered the Neapolitan neutrality ineffedual.
Even the twenty thoufand men, who were with great
difficulty obtained from the Dutch , and marched
more as fpe&ators than as auxiliaries, furnifheda
pretence to the French kingfor attacking their bar-
vier. Flufhed with fuccefs, he invaded their coun-
try, and by a feries of vidtories and conquefts
brought that flourifhing Commonwealth to the brink
of ruin ; thus verifying lord Chefterfield's prophecy,
that, if Holland fhould ever be induced or obliged

to
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to become a Joint adventurer in the farne projeft , 1743-
her fufFerings would be fo much the greater, as fhe ^—~,<—
was more expofed to the ftrength and fury pf the
enemy [61].

Nothing but lord Chefterßeld's Indignation and
zeal for the honor of his eountry could juftify the
feverity of his fpeeeh on the next meeting of parlia-
raent. Though he declared he did not intend to
deny any of the panegyric to his majefty, or even
lo his minifters, yet, by an artful diftinftion be-
tween the words behaviourand conduä, he more than
hinted, that, while he did not difpute the bravery
of the monarch on the day of aäion , he thought
himfelf at liberty to refufe his approbation to the,
management of the campaign.

He exprefled himfelf with ftill greater freedom in \ 744.
the debates about continuing the Hanoverian troops
in Britifh pay after the expiration of the term for
which they had been hired. No doubt , the heat of
party carried him much too far, when he painted
their conduct, with regard to the Englifh, in the
blackeft colours. In the fubfequent campaigns
they efFeclually cleared their charadter ; they gained
the efteem, and have ever fince preferved the
friendihip, of their fellow-fubjefts . The whole
ftrength of both parties was difpiayed on this oeca-:
fion, and the queftion, under difFerent forms, wag
fully debated by the moft accomplifhed orators of
the time. In the houfe of commons ftood, on one
fide, Sir William Young, Mr. Horace Walpole [62],
Mr. Fox, and lord Percival [63] and on the other,
Mr. Nugent , Mr . G. Grenville, lord Quarendon,
and Mr. Pitt . In the houfe of peers, the minifterial
party was chiefly fuppprted by the dukes of New-
caftle and Argyle , th,e marquis of Tweedale , the
earls of Cholmondeley and Bath, and by the lords

Bathurft,
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1744. Bathurft, Carteret, and Hardwicke ; while the chief
—-v— 1 oppofers were the dukes of Eedford and Marlbo-

rough, the earls of Sandwich and Halifax, the lords
Hervey , Lonfdale, Gower, and Talbot . But none
of them rnade a more confpicuous figure than our
earl, who did equal juftice tohis caufe, and to thofe
from whom he diffented. The earl of Morton [64]
was diftinguifhed in a particular manner by him.He called him the moft formidable as well as moft
candid of his antagonifts ; one who difdained the
hateful arts of fophiftry, and who forced reverence,
efteem, and love, even from thofe whom their con-
fcience obliged to oppofe him. Notwithftanding the
liberties he took with the royal charafter, he paid
fome compliments to the perfonal virtues of the
king, and lamented that his honeft heart was too
eafily mifled by artifice and mifreprefentation.

But while the parliament was engaged in thefe
ufelefs and acrimonious debates, the French court,
highly exafperated that their overtures of peace had
been rejecled, was aiming, by a fudden efFort, to
terminate the war. While patriots were contend-
ing, and ftatefmen lulled in fecurity, an invafion
of the ifland was preparing, the more alarming as
it was unexpedted. Cardinal de Tencin , the petu-
lant fucceflor of the more moderate Fleury, who
owed his dignity to the pretender , was refolved to
make at leaft the appearance of an effbrt in hisfavor. With this View his eldeft fon was fent for
from Italy, and preparations made to convey the
young adventurer into England , with a confider-
able body of troops, in hopes of dividing the na-
tion, and of difturbing, if not fubverting , the go-
yernment . Several fhips of war and tranfports had
been affembled at Breft and Rochefort, with as

much
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snuch fecrefy as expedition ■, fifteen fhoufand men
were ready to embark at Dunkirk:, Boulogne, and
Calais; and count de Saxe, the moft adive of the
French generals, was appointed to command this
expedition. It is even faid that he had taken a trir-
to London in the courfe of the w'mter, an . had
concerted the plan of Operations with foffi'e of !
difafFecfed party . The month of February
pitched upon for this undertaking ; the tranfports
were ready, and the fleet intended to fuppoit them
was craifing in the channel from the Lizard to the
Downs, before the Britifh cabinet were fufficiently
roufed. Happily a violent ftorm that arofe, drove
afhore, deftroyed or damaged the tranfports, greatly
annoyed the French fleet, and nearly occafioned its
deftrucYion. In the mean while, Sir John Morris,
who with great difficulty had flipt out of Portf-
mouth, had found means to join the fhips that came
out from the river, and to affemble a fieet fuperior
to that of the enemy ■, but he was prevented by
wind and tide from coming up with them. The
Englifh coaft, however, was now fufficiently guard-
ed; all orders of men took the alarm, and expreiT-
ed fheir zeal for the reigning family [65] ; feveral
noblemen raifed regiments at their own expence, to
tmploy them in the fervice of their king and coun-
try• and the earl of Stair, together with the duke
of Marlborough, no longer remembered . their
caufes of complaint . They offered their fervices
to the king with great zeal, and were reinftated in
their former command, thus forgetting their ani-
mofities to unite their efforts againft their common
enemy.

But even at this very inftant a debate of lome
confequence arofe in the houfe of peers. The law
paffed 4n the reign of queen Ann , making it trea-

r t_ 1ionable
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1744. fonable to correfpond with the pretender , was, on
*'*"-—> account of this attempt , and of- fome difcoveries

that had been raade, moved to be extended to his
fon. A bill was palfed in confequence in the houfe
of commons, and when it camc before the lords,
the earl of Hardwicke propofed to revive a claufe for
continuing the forfeiture of titles and eftates upon
the pofterity of thofe who fhould be conviifted of
treafonable correfpondences, during the lives of the
two fons of the pretender, after the death of their
father. The duke of Bedford, the young lord
Hervey, and efpecially lord Talbot , warmly oppof-
ed the claufe, which was defended with great abi-
lity by the lords Cholmondeley, Ilchefter, and Car-
teret . The earl of Chefterfield took part with the
former. He fupported with great eloquence what
he called the caufe of future generations, as well as
of juftice and humanity. He availed himfelf of the
authority of bifhop Burnet, who, when the law of
forfeiture was paffed for Scotland in 1709, voted
againft it, and left it upon record that he did fo [66].
He endeavoured to fhevy the abfurdity of the pro¬
pofed claufe from political arguments , its iniquity
from moral principles, and its contrariety to funda¬
mental laws. " I hope," faid he, " to be heard
" with more attention, as I cannot be fufpefted of
" any private views, or imagined to fpeak from any" other motives than convidtion. I have no chil-
" dren to excite my tendernefs, or turn me afide
" from the moft rigid juftice . Thefe are times, in
" which it is no diminution of happinefs to refleft
" that the pleafures of a parent are denied, times
" in which it may be reafonably the defire of every
*' lord rather to leave behind him a good example
" than a numerous pofterity.—The reverend pre-
" lates are lefs interefted in the decifion of this great
Vqueftion than the reft of your lordftiips, fmce their

" titles
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" titles do not defcend to their pofterity, and there^
" fore if they oppofe this claufe, they can only op-
" pofe it from their perfuafton that it is abfnrd and
" unjuft. Bat you, my lords, whofe titles and whofe
" fortunes are hereditary, and who think it fome
" part of your happinefs that your poflerity will en-
" joy your honois—have ftül other reafons to influ-
" ence you to oppofition.You, my lords, whofe ho-
" nors are antient, and who derive fame and dignity
" from the acYions of your illuftrious anceftors, un-
" doubtedly defire to tranfmit thefe advantages to
" future generations. And you, my lords, whofe
" honors are lately conferred upon your families,
" rruft defire that they may, in time, obtain the
" fandtion of antiquity . But if this claufe fhould
" once be made a law, the exiftence of our noble
" families is at the mercy of every prince, of eyery
" minifter, of every informer—It will be no fecurity
" to be without guilt •, he only can imagine himfelf
" out of danger, who is without fortune—Let us
" not, my lords, make ourfelves-infamous to our
" pofterity, by bequeathing them a law, which muft
" keep them in perpetual alarms, and which will
" give wickednefs fo much advantage over virtue—
" Let us not break through all the rules of morality
" only to infure liberty—If we muft offer incenfe to
" the throne, let us offer it at our own expence,
" that pofterity may rather ridicule our folly than
" curfe our wickednefs ; and let us refolve not to
" proftitute the power, with which the virtue of our
" anceftors has invefted us, to the deftrucf ion of
" thofe, who, in time, will count us among their
" progenitors, but with this difference, that, as we
" may refleft with veneration and gratitude upon
" that courage and honefty by which we are enno-
" bled, they will mention with fhame and con-

" tempt



ip MEMOIRSOF
1744. " tempt that cowardice and flattery with which they—ir—» " are enflaved." I could not refift the fatisfaftion

of tranfcribing thefe valuable fpecimens of Britifh
eloquence, and cannot help thinking, that even
Demofthenes himfelf would not have difowneci
them.

And yet if a Phocyon had appeared in the midft
of fuch an harangue, would not the Greek orator
have apprehended the pruning of his periods [67],as our animated earl muft have done the animad-
verüons of the more calm lord chancellor, who ana-
lyfed and anfwered his fpeech ? Ällowing him the
merit of oratory, he feemed to difpute with him
that of precifion and clofe reafoning. He demon-
ftrated the juftice of the forfeiture from the origin of
hereditary poffeflions; he referred its propriety to
the law of neceffity, fuperior to all other laws ; he
fhewed how much the love of our country ought to
be fuperior to all other motives, and reprefented
the ftrength of parental attachments as a guard
againft public offences. The praclice of all ages
and of every nation was likewife urged in defence
of the law, both by him and by the bifhop of Ox¬
ford (Dr. Secker). This prelate took pains to re-
concile the punifhment of fathers upon children
with forae texts of the old teftament , which had
been adduced againft it, and appealed to the au-
thority of the great Roman orator [68], an autho-
rity furely fuperior on fuch a point to that of bifhop
Burnet ! It is with peculiar fatisfacrion I obferve,
that this interefting debate gave rife to a moft ex-
cellent workentitled Some confiderations on the lawof
forfeiture for high treafon. This book, which was
writtetl and publifhed without the name of the au-
thor, a few months after the alarm of this French
invafion, is now well known to have been written

by
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by the noble fon of the great promoter of this bill, 1744-
whofe talents he poffeffed, whofe fteps he followed, v "
whofe honors he merited, and alas ! for too fhort a
tirne attained [69].

As our earl had been happy enough to form early
conneftions with men of fuperior parts, abilities, or
virtues, he every year experienced the regret of be-
ing deprived of fome of his friends. His attach¬
ment to Mr. Hammond has been already mentioned.
This gentleman, for whom he had procured a feat in
parliament[70], died in the courfe of this winter.
Lord Chefterfield was greatly affe&ed with his lofs,
and teftified his regard and efteem for this amiable
companion and poet, by taking care of what he
left behind him, his Delia and his works. Thefe,
confifting of elegies written in the true ftyle of Ti-
bullus, had been intrufted to his care, and they
were publifhed by him, ennobled with a preface
expreflive of his feelings, and worthy of his pen [71].

Superior in parts, but not equal in fentiments,
died in the courfe of the fame winter the great Mr.
Pope. Lord Chefterfield, v/ho for many years had
enjoyed as confiderable a fhare in his intimacy as
any of his cotemporaries, and who, by having paffed
many days with him at his houfe at Twickenham,
had the beft opportunities of obferving him in his
private hours, did juftice to his memory on all occa-
fions. He confidered him as not inferior to Horace
[72], and imputed the afperity of his mufe to the
feelings of the poet, rather than to the natural dif-
pofnion of the man. On his part , Mr. Pope often
expreffed the high opinion he had of his noble friend.
Among feveral inftances I find the following upon
reeord. " Being one day in Company at lord Cob-
" ham's with a great number of perfons of diftinc-

" tion,
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1744. " tiori, who were fcribbling verfes on the glaffes, hd
— * " was defired by lord Chefterfield to oblige therri

" with a diftich ext empöre." " Favour me with your
" diamond, my lord," faid the poet, and immedi-
ately wrote on his glafs,

" Accept a miracle initead of wit,
" See two bad lines with Stanhope's pencil wrif."

A finer though equally fhort panegyricwas made of
him and of Mr. Pulteney by the fame hand [73],

" How can I, Pulteney * Chefterfield, forget,
" While Roman fpirit charms and Attic wit."

With thefe fefitiments, it is rather furprizing that he
fhoüld haVe omitted him in his will. 1 have been
informed that fome coolnefs had arifen between
them on account of the dutchefs of Marlborough,
whofe charafter , under the name of Atojja [74],
Mr. Pope was in vain folicited to fupprefs.

That celebrated dutchefs herfelf paid the great
debt to nature, the 1Sth of September, 1744, in the
85th year of her life. Her efteem for, and attach¬
ment to lord Chefterfield, were in her own manner
ftrongly expreffed in her will. She beftowed upon
him her beft and largeft diamond ring, together with
the fum of twenty thoufand pounds, and the rever-
fion of her Wimbledon ettate, on failure of the
Spencer family, " out of the great regard (he had
" for his merit, and the infinite obligations her grace
" received from him." She defired his lordlhip to
take upon him the care of fuperintending the hiftory
of the great duke of Marlborough, the writing of
which fhe committed to Mr. Glover and Mr. Mallet.
There is fomething fo particular in her grace's man¬
ner of expreffing her intentions with regard to that
work, that, I believe, the reader will not be difpleaf-

ed
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ed to find part of the article of her will relating to 1744.
it in a note [75]. '—

War was at length openly declared by the French
court againft the Britifh king and the Auftrian
queen; and to punifh the Dutch for what they had
done, as well as to deter them from doing more,
hoftilities were begun on their barrier. This ftep
was announced by the ambaffador Fenelon [76],
who, in taking leave of the States General,-declared
to thern his mafter's difpleafure, unlefs they irame-
diately abandoned their allies, and accepted of a
neutrality. They demurred , took a middle way
between war and peace, and, in the mean while,
the French king himfelf, at the head of one hundred
thoufand plenipotentiaries, appeared on their fron-
tiers. As no preparation had been made, two or
three of the ftrongeft towns were taken almoft
without refiftance. Thefe conquefts would probably
have been followed by many others, had not a fud-
den event put a ftop to this brilliant expedition for
this campaign. The paiTage of prince Charles of
Lorrain over the Rhine obliged the French to recall
a confiderable part of their army, in Order to defend
their own provinces. The confederates were now
much fuperior in Flanders ; and count Saxey with
an army not equal to half the number of their forces
[77], was reduced to the neceffity of a£ting upon
the defenfive. But the Commanders of the allied
army were too generous to take advantage of this
inequality. War was made againft the prime mi-
nifter much more than againft the enemy . The ge-
nerals, influenced by oppofite interefts, fpent their
üme in contentions with each other ; the Dutch
were irrefolute, the Auftrians unprepared . No ac-
tionw'as attempted , for want of harmony ; no fiege,

for
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1744. for want of cannon [78] ; and in thofe plains where
—v— Marlborough had gathered taureis, forage was now

collected, and contributions raifed [79].
Thefe dhTenticns in the miniftry extended their

influence on the Operations in the Mediterranean.
Two admirals, each chofen by one of the parties,
were fent out together, with a fuperior force, to block
up the united fleets of France and Spain. It was
previoufly known that they could not agree ; and it
was even fufpedfced, that one of them would not

-aflift the other. The event of the action near Tou-
lon proved the juftnefs of thefe fufpicions, and the
fatal efTeds of pique and refentment. The fubfe-
quent trials of the admirals at home fhewed equally
the effects of favour and partiality. The Comman¬
der who fought was difgraced, againft the inclina-
tions of the king ; and, notwithftanding the ciamors
of the nation, the cautious one was acquitted.

The king of Pruffia did not care to traft any
longer to a miniftry, the majority of which were far
from being zealous in bis caufe. Apprehenlive for
bis own conquefts, if once the queen of Hungary
were enahled to crufh her other enemies, and en-
raged that his interceflion in favor of the unhappy
head of the empire had been defpifed, he thought
proper to employ more powerful folicitors• and, by
his feafonabie diverfion in Saxony and Bohemia.,
forced prince Charles to repafs the Rhine, and fly to
the defence of his fifter's dominions. This fatal fiep
turned the fcale on the fide of the French, and put
into their hands the fortune of the war.

Lord Carteret, being thus difappointed in his
extenfive projefts , could no longer maintain hi&
ground againft the efforts of thofe whom he defpifed-
The people, who had hithe/to only experienced an

increafe
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increafe of taxes from what was calied the drunken
adminiftration, eafily yielded to the infinuations of
his enemies, and the fovereign was obliged to facri-
fice the only man he confided in, to private jea-
loufies and to public clamor.

A treaty had been for fome time negociating be~
tween the old part of the miniftry and the members
of the oppofition; but it was not concluded before
the clofe of this year. It was calied the coalition, or
broad-bottom treaty. Lord Chefterfield, who was at
the head of that party, had long declared for an
honorable peace •, or, tili that could be obtained,
for an exclufive exertion of Britifn forces on that
element where they are truiy formidable. On this
principlea league was formed betwecn the two par-
ties, to drive out the minifter, who was looked
upon as their common enemy. This was a matter
of no fmall difficulty. Lord Carteret had got pof-
felTion of the royal ear ■, and the only way to efTecl
it was to perfuade the king, that his favorite mea-
fures would be purfued, and carried on with greater
efficacy, by minifters of a more populär caft. Lord
Chefterfield was propofed as being equal to the ob-
noxious minifter in his political knowledge of the
interefts of princes, and as the moft likely perfon
to prevail with the States to join heartily in the
common caufe. Neceflity alone could induce
George II. to employ a man whom, for a number
of years, he had been taught to confider as his per-
fonal .enemy [80], and whom, in return , he had
nottreated as a friend. He had, however, no great
objecYion to avail himfelf of the earl's intereil in
Holland, and was even Willing to fend him from
thence, as lord lieutenant, to Ireland, if for no
other reafon, to keep him ftill at a diftance. BatVol . I, K he
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1744. he wanted to make the admiffion of the earl intö
—"v ——' the cabinet a reward for fervices rather than a con-

dition of his being employed ; and perfifted in de-
■» laying, at leaft for a time, to receive him into the

clofet. Lord Chefterfleld peremptorily infifted upon
both thefe circumftances. The audience was ac-
eordingly granted ; but the monarch, ever fuperior
to diflimulation, received him with great coldnefs.
Tou have received your inflruclions, my hrd, were the
only words which he fpoke, in anfwer to the earl's
application to be honored with his majeity's com-
mands. This is not the only inftance, in this reign,
of a fubjedt's forcing his way to his mafter, and
obtaining or recovering his favor.

Thus was lord Chefterfleld, after an oppofition
of ten years to public meafures, called upon once
rnore to take a part in adminiftration. Admitted
on his own terms, änd without being obliged to
facrifice either his friends or his principles, he had
the fatisfaction of being called by the voice of the
nation : and while one part of Europe dreaded the
Influence of fo able a negociator, the other loudly
exprelTed the higheft fatisfadion at fo judiciousa
choice. To fhew how far he was able to anfwer
?he great expedtations univerfally entertained of
him, will be the fubjeä: of the following fedion.

h
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