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LORD Chefterfield’s refignation; at a time 1748.
of life, when he could ftill have rendered effential v~

fervices to his country, might have been confider-
ed as the effect of fudden paffion, or as an artful
attempt at full power, Had not the ftate of his
mind as well as that of his body required eafe and
tranquillity. ‘The frequent attacks of giddinefs he
lately had been feized with, made reft and quict
neceffary for him ; and his extreme delicate way
of thinking confirmed him in the refolution of in-
dulging himfelf with them. He found, that mi-
nifters are frequently obliged from political rea:
fons to prefer the moft unworthy perfons to thofé
who are the moft worthy; and to proftitute to
importunity and undeferving greedinefs the re-
wards of merit. He therefore determined to re-
nounce the purfuits of ambition; and, though fill
upon the watch to ferve his country,. to live for
himfelf, and to divide his time between focial
_pl_eaﬁtres:, paternal cares, and mental enjoyments:
Nor does it appear, that he was on “11J occalion
tempted to venture again his frail veflel npon that
boifterous fea, from which after having
tgﬂ‘ed about, he now found himfelf fe
nived in port.  “To put fome interval between life
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and death was always the with of the wife; and

1 ppv are thofe who are able to do it.
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'G”L this philofophical retirement which lord

terfield propofed to himfelf, and in which
[a-_Ld the laft five and twenty years of his life,
at the fame time that it attracts the admiration
: hinking part of mankind, and ma 1y per-
haps, excite the envy of thole who have #t notin

heir power to embra ﬁ- ords much lefs matter

s life now ceafes tobe
= -y ¥ '[h 1"1- I ET - _--;11-'],
Ory Or D count ". allid,

hough we fhall ftill keep to the form o{ annals ve

have adopted, we fhall content ourfelves wilh

placing under -:h:* feveral years fuch ur ww'r‘;-:'ted
ts as are come to our know wledge, and may be
erefling to our readers,

We think ourfelves obliged to mention, not
vithout much concern, that the YLi’j’ day lord

'...LL].-"\; L.1 fu x] 1}.11 cW C'[ t{_) HIC CAres oOr agmipt
ftration, he renewed his evening vifits at “‘x'lnrt §

Vi 3 1Y

ad been En::;-n'u*":.d for four ye

kewife made a fhort excurfion to .1th, not
mucil on account of the w daters, as to avoid

being 1n London while he was the L.auf“ fubject of
converfation.

For fome time lord Chefterfield had turned

his thoughts EOU”lds the part he intended to
act, u}l.m wa 'LLcozdmo to the c:xmr:'w n he
borrowed from Th.ﬁ,, to enjoy eafe with dig
nity. The building a houfe for FLiml felf, n
which he withed to unite magnificence witl
convenience and tafte, had ocet upi ied hi tis thoughts
for fome time ; and we fee in moft of his letters
to his friends how much he had it at heart. He
fucceeded in it to his wifh, and was particularly

cbiild

leafed with the fw 2 &

picaicd with the two apartments h-, moft fre-

quented ; the one being a kind of private room
cr
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or parlour, which he called his boudoir, orna-
mented with great elegance and richnefs; the
other, his ’b;'ary [2], ftocked with a mb'“
collection of books, and adorned with the por-
traits of feveral of the moft eminent authors.

This new houfe not being quite finifhed,
and that which he was going to quit being
ftript of fome of its furniture [3], lord Chef:
terfield fpent part of the fummer in excurfi-
ons into the country. He pafled fome time 2
Cheltenham, and afterwards at Bath, for the
fake of his health ; and vifited with uncommon
eafure his friend lord Pembroke’s houfe at
Vilton. He found it fo much 1.".‘17 roved, that
he fcarce knew 1t again; and, in its -prelent
ftate, judged it the fineft feat in England [47.

e

But while he was thus amufing himfelf, he
had the misfortune to lofe his brother Johr- Stan-
hope, who died of the gout towards ‘the latter
end of the year, and was fincerely vegretted by
the earl, His affairs, which were fomewhat em-
barrafled, and the fa amily arrangements neceffary
to be taken on this “melancholy occafion, re-
quired lord Chefterfield’s prefence 1n ‘London,
and prevented him from executing his plan of
fpending fome time at Paris Ls].

Among other effects, Mr. Stanhope left a villa
lthLLhcaih, upon which he had .u1d out -¢on-
fiderable fums of money. The leafe of ithis villa
was for feven years, and -could not have been
difpofed of without great lofs.  This induced the
carl to keep it; and though he would  rather
have preferred a loufe in the country: towards
Richmond, yet he foon orew enamoured with
this charming fpot. ‘The fituation was delight=
fuly comm 1anding onte way an extenfive profpect

over the Thames towards London and Hamp=

N 2 ftead;
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1748. ftead; and adjoinimr on the other fide to Green-
“~ wich Park, into which he had a private door

~T

O

from his own garden.

He therefore bought it, added much to it
conveniencies by the galleries and other im-
provements he made to it, and rendered it a
country refidence entirely fit for his fituation
and ftate. He conftantly retired there, as foon
as the fealon permitted him to quit his winter ha-
bitation ; and it was to him, in every refped,
what 7’ nmf (. was to Tully,

One of the taftes which he contracted in this
retirement was that of gardening. He did not
indeed attend particularly to ornament; nor to
the more 'mp m.m art of 1“}11116 exotic plants,
and uniting in one fpot the pIOdllCtIOHS of diffe-
rent chmalas: for neither of thefe had he fuff-
cient. room, or inclination.: But the culiva ti(m
of fruit-trees afforded him an ufeful as well
agreeable amufement ; and he fucceeded in it fo
well, that he was generally provided with moft
(,\u,lla,nt plodud:orc of all kinds from his own
ground. - He even challenged his friends, both
at home and abroad, to pmduu melons and
pine-apples equal to his in tafte and flavour [fJ

The decoration of his houfe engaged alfc much
of his dttention ; and, in order to compleat it,
hie had long been in fearch of original paintings
In this purﬁlI he ‘was not fo anxious with re:
gard to the number as to the quality of the pic-
tures, and his chief view was to have nothing
but what was excellent.  He wifhed not o mvd!
to have many picces of the fame mafter; as to
poliefs a few capital ones of the bn,ft. He did
not at firft truft to his own judgment, but relied
chiefly upon the tafte of thofe who were efteemed
eonnoifleurs in the art of painting.  Sir Luke

Schaub
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Schaub was one of the principal. That gentle- 1449,
man, a native of Switzerland, and employed in

very important negociations in Europe by the
Englith court, had diftinguifhed himfelf for his
knowledge of the works of the moft eminent
painters, and had formed a collection f{carce in-
ferior to any in this country. Lord Chefterfield
was extremely intimate with him, and could de-
pend on his opinion ; as he alfo could upon that
of Mr. Harenc, a French gentleman of diftinc-
tion, who, to enjoy the free exercife of the Pro-
teftant religion in which he was bred, had retired
from Paris with a confiderable fortune, and fettled
in England. This gentleman cultivated every
object of tafte, and united in his perfon the man
of breeding and of letters, the poet and the wit.
He was no lefs fkilled in mufic, and was univer-
fally efteemed the beft performer on the violin
among gentlemen. His judgment in pictures
was likewife generally acknowledged. He was
lord Chefterfield’s particular f{riend : and indeed
how could he be otherwife, confidering the va-
riety of his talents, and his neighbourhood ta his
lordfhip at Blackheath? The earl availed himfelf
much of his judgment and tafte, and gradually
acquired a confiderable fhare of knowledge,
which however he always declined making a2
{hew of, rather chufing to quote his authority in
the opinion he gave of his pictures [7].

Thele were lord Chefterfield’s amufements,
But his principal care and employment was his
correfpondence with his fon, He had {pent two
years at the Swifs and German univerfities of
Laufanne and Leipzig; and befides having ac-
quired a confiderable proficiency in the Latin
and Greek languages, had been trained up to
the knowledge of the laws of nations, the con-
ftitutions of the Germanic body, the interefts,

forces,
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forces, and negotiations, of the feveral princes, '
?:‘1;1 in general n every kind of fcience the
moft ufetul for a man defigned for public
emp-rwmtnt:; and was now btfr'mmw his tra-
vels, in order to acquire the more difficult know-
ledge of the world. In that, it feems, he }m;l
made bu little progrefs, under the learned
Bochat at Lat Iinmu, and the ftill more ]Fazutd p]rJ-
feflor Maium at Le p/wr "The excurfions he made
to Drefden in vacation time, had indeed made him
acquainted withone of the p(}|i1(_ﬂ.‘ courts of Europe;
and the encouraging reception he there met with
from Sir Charles Hmburjg Williams, envoy at that
court, and lord Chefterficld’s affe¢tionate as well as
witty friend [8], might have effectually rubbed off
that learned ruft, which his father was fo fearful he
would tco long retain.  But he did not ftay there
long enough to be much benefited either by his
converfation or example [g]. His fhort vifit to the
cotirt of Berlin procured him a moft gracious re-
ception ﬂ‘nm the monarch [12]; and great civili-
tiesfrom Algarotti, Dargens, Cagnoni, Maupertuis,
and the other wits whom that prince had chofen
Eur his friends.  But even lord Chefterfield did not
recommend to him, at that time, and in that place,
any other ftudy except that of the civil, military,
and ecclefiaftical government of that country, and
Lipcch]!l of the reformation in the laws introduced
by a prince, whom he held out to him as moft de-
ferving of his attentive obfervation [11].  Much
lefs could the court of Vienna, during his fhort I’t:ay
r_'l::r-“, umprove his manners; or.put him in poffelli-
on of the graces. . Neither is xttm any longer their
1"-_-;11'-} though perhaps ftill th ‘C]p:‘ {chool of
the arts., But of thefe lord (.. eld efteemed
only pai inting and i"ul'r’piu:'c, and c.reudcd above

1
all ¢
2T

things for his fon the dangerous allurements of
mufic
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mufic [12]. Turin was the place where he in- 1
tended he fhould leﬁ'e his ftudies, and be ini-
tiated in the world. But a dangerous attack of
an inflammation of the lungs, which feized [‘»’1'
Stanhope at a place called L’lLlhdLh in his paflage
Jlr(}ngll the Tyrolefe, obftruted his courfe.
Venice, Rome, and Naples, were, on account of
the climate, fubftituted to Turin. In thefe elegant
cities he certainly improved his tafte, and ob-
tained a competent knowledge of the Iltalian
tongue. The ftrong recommendations he had to
perfons eminently ru,__hﬁ'..d to form both his heart
and his manners, op:‘nr;:'d to him the beft {chools
of improvement. But yet it is to be feared, that
the company of his countrymen, the firft ac-
quaintance with a fex too powerful to be refifted,
and above all the relaxing effect of the moft en-
chanting climate, rendered V enice, but efpecially
Rome and Naples, no lefs noxious to our young
man’s habit, both of body and mind, than C_nmm
was to Hannibal’s army.

Lord Chefterfield, indeed, was fufficiently fen-
fible of the dangerous ground his fon trod upon,
when he emered the Pope’s dominions. As if
he had been poflefled of Gyges's ring, with which
he fo earneftly wifhed to accompany him invifibly,
his genius hovered over him, and conftantly fug-
wcﬂed the expedients he thought moft proper to
preferve him from contagion. Accordingly we
obferve him in an admirable letter, written at the
beginning of this year, giving him the moft ju-
dicious and earneft cautions againft the imprefii-
ons of irreligion and immorality [13]. He treat-
ed thefe fubjects, indeed, rather as a man of the
world, than as a divine, trufting for the reft to
the private inftructions of Mr. Harte,
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It would be unjuft to fufpect, that his guide
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neglected any thing in his power to ground his
pupil jn the principles of morality and virtue ; as

he had effectually infufed into him a fufficient
quantity of claflical and other learning. But it
was impoflible he fhould fucceed in finifhing the
polifh of his education in the manner lord Chef-
terficld withed ; and it is matter of aftonifhment,
that the earl fhould not have perceived, how
much the tutor’s example muft have defeated his
precepts.  The three principal articles he recom-
mended to his fon, were, his appearance, his elo-
cution, and his ftyle, Mr. Harte, long accuf:
tomed to a college life, was too awkward both n
his perfon and addrefs to be able to familiarize
the graces with his young pupil, An unhappy
impediment in his fpeech, joined to his total want
of gar, rendered him equally unfit to perceive as
to correct any defeéts of pronunciation ; a care-
ful attention to which was fo firongly recom-
mended in all lord Chefterfield’s letters, as ab-
{olutely neceflary for an orator. Nor was the
pen of his young ward likely to be-improved by
that of a man, whofe chief work, though pro-
fefled to be written in Englith, was, to borrow
lord Chefterfield’s expreflion, Jull of Latinifms,
Gallicsfins, Germanifms, and ajl tfims, but Angl-
eyms [14].

It 15 really difficult to conceive by what infa-
tuation lord Chefterfield muft have been led in
his choice of a guide, (o evidently calculated to
counteract the refined plan of education he had
propofed for his fon. And it is a matter of fl-
prize, that his lordthip did not apply what he
{aid of the graces, fenza che 0gHi fatica e vVand, 1o
example, which might have been done with equal
propriety [15]. He recommended, indeed, to
his fon the imjtation of a moft accomplifhed
' - French
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French nobleman then ambaflador at Rome [16],
and at whofe houfe young Stanhope might have
been much improved; but in this, as in other
things, the earl was difappointed in his wifhes.

The fame favourable reception, which lord Chef-
terfield had procured for his fon in the different
countrics he pafled through, he himfelf gave to
all foreigners properly introduced to him, ef-
pecially when they were perfons of genius and
merit. This was particularly the cafe with Mad.
Du Bocage, who on a vifit to England, in com-
pany with her hufband, and abbé Guafco, an
intimate and very learned friend of the prefident
Montefquieu, met with all thofe marks of polite
attention from our earl, the practice of which he
fo much recommended to his fon. He was not
only her introducer and her guide throughout
London ; but alfo procured her, by his letters to
Mr. Dayrolles and to Mr. de Kreuningen at the
Hague, the fame advantages in Holland,

Her letters [14] teftify the impreflion which
this friendly and engaging politenefs had made
upon her; and lord Chefterfield’s anfwers to her
are a remarkable fpecimen of his atticifm in a
language not his pwn, as well as of his refined
wit [18]. He modeftly refufed her hisown buft ;
but fent her in lieu of it thofe of Milton, Dryden,
and Pope, the originals he thought her fo well
qualified to copy.

Mr. Stanhope, in return, upon his arrival at
Paris, met with a moft hofpitable reception from
her, as well as from many families of the firft
rank, not lefs diftinguifhed by their virtues, than
by their amiable manners and wit. Thofe who
had been his father’s friends in that city, and
continued his correfpondents, took upon them

' the
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1751, the charge of introducing him into the beft
i =~ compan j>~ and of being the direCtors of his
t youth. :"vfr. Harte had now quitted him, hay-
ing returned to England to enjoy the reward of

his fervices [19] ; and it is to be fe ared, that, be-
ing now left to h.u‘lh]:, he took a delight in fie-
quenting thofe perfons with

hi m'C'Fp rh aps more at [il
accomplithed foreigners w

htlului to 1mitate.

whom he 'thmught
rty, than with thole
wom he fhould have

T
Ly
1
3]

Lady Hervey, who was then refid; ling at k Paris,
and feveral ladies of the higheft rank in France,
were the principal guides to whom lord Chefter-
field trufted for the finifhin 1ig of his fon’s educa-
tion. They could not but be fenfit ble that the
laft varnifh was wanting, and even that fome
defects remained -in his character in \:nﬁﬂ:nt
with good breeding, and puilcilm with good man-
ners. A father fo defirous that his Inn fhould
anfwer in every refpect the model of perfection
he had fketched out to himfelf, muft have been
exceedingly mortified at this circumftance; and
the fertility of his genius in expedients to endea-
vour to infpire his fon with the defire of pleafing,
IS not '11*}' where more confpicuous than in this
p art of his letters [20]. Findin 1g the diforder ob-
ftinate, he had recourfe to rr*o:e delperate reme-
dies ; as empirics too freque: 1tly adminifter poi-
fon In_their vain attempts to fubdue uncoenquer-
aladies, or to cure difealcs, lefs' dangerous

1an thofe which their inconfiderate pld&]w en-
tails upon their patients.

"
o
——
D
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! Far be it 'i‘(‘[‘l mne to Cili}';’l"("il' to conceal or

excufe LT-'-*~3 luxuriances of a warm imagination,
Vice can at no *w e, and under no p"etcmo, be-
I comeany part of a rational education ; nor -would
| it be fufficient to fay, that the m;mus of great

CIties,
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cities, efpecially Paris, bave in fome degree au- 1751.
thorized polite gallantry. In vain alfo would it
be urged, that lord Chefterfield, knowing per-

haps by his own experience with how much dif-

ficulty certain paffions are refifted in youth, might

have mml”ht there was no other choice but that

of coarfe (l bauchery and fentimental engage-
ments; that, when mutual liberty is allowed in

what is called at Paris the married ftate, chaftity

can no more be expeéted on one fide, than fidelity

is on the other; and that the crime of corruption
cannot be charged where general depravity pre-

vails. We fhall not reft the defence of the earl

on fuch weak foundations : drawing a veil there-

fore on this part of lord Chefterfield’s conduét,

which was not intended, and ought not to have

been expofed to the public eye, we fhall content
ourfclves with deploring the weaknefs of human
naturg, which hitherto never admitted of perfec-

tion.

Lord Chefterfield’s advice in regard to diffimula-
tion might perhaps admit of a more plaufible vin-
dication. He certainly diftinguifhes it always from
fimulation, or any degree of falthood at leaft in
words, and {eems to make it confift principally
in a neceflary condefcenfion to the foibles of
thofe with whom our connections or duties oblige
us to live, 1f he goes fomewhat further, and ad-
vifes to conceal our fecret feelings, and endea-
vour to excite as well as watch thofe of the per-
fons whom we are called upon by the interefts of
our country to deal with, and who certainly
would take the fame advantage over us that we
with to have over them; he would be juftified,
if not by the precepts of moralifts, at leaft by
the examples of mott, ‘or perhaps of all courtiers
and minifters. But it muft be candidly owned

that
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1951, that thefe diftinétions are too nice for the practics
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of mankind. He who conftar itly walks on the

edge of a irrL[an..\ vill fcarce amid falling into
it; and it is evident r]nt every thing which goes
beyond filence and fimple obfervation, can never
be authorized.

Let us therefore haften to quit this tender
ground ; and fincerely withing that lord Chefter-

field had lived to publifth hls own letters, which
would have given him an opportunity of ex-
punging fome obnoxious paflages; let us be al-
lowed to fay that thefe tranfient errors (for they
are all confined to a period of three or four years)
took their rife from the ftrong defire he had of
making his fon mafter of thofe qaalmcs it {eemed
moft d].nhult for him to acquire, and of training
him up to be a complete pL.bLu. man and a con-
fummate politician. Had he been fatisfied with
fitting him for the middle ftation of life, he would
neither have had the temptation nor the defire of
having recoutle to thefe’ dangerous expedients.
Fond parents would f{pare themfelves much anx-
1ety and chagrin, if the mode of education were
fuited to the different difpofitions obfervable in
the child at different times, rather than that the
child fhould be obliged to conform to a fettled
plan.

The death of the prince of Wales, which hap-
pened this year, deprived lord (,}.{_F(emc_d of a
friend, who, perhaps, had he lived to afcend the
throne, would have conferred upon the fon thofe
favours he formerly intended for the father. This
unexpected event obliged him to turn his thoughts
another way. He appears, from fome of his let-
ters, to have been defirous of introducing his fon
intothe family of the young prince of Wales, which
was eftablithed foon after. I have been informed,

that




LORDCHESTERFIELD. SEET. VL

197

that there had been fome thoughts of appointing 1751.
our eatl governor to the young piince; and I am v~

authorized by fome refpe€table friends to fay,
that, notwithftanding fome reprefentations, he
would have been prevailed upon to accept of this
employment. I am not equally well informed
what was the reafon that this event never took
place, and that he did not fucceed in*procuring an
eftablithment for his fon in the young prince’s
houfehold. = Perhaps the illegitimacy of his birth
may have had fome fhare in this difappointment ;
as it certainly had in the failure of another folici-
tation [2i].

Lord Chefterfield, who always had the honour,
as well as the advantage, of his country in view,
bad long deplored that Great Britain fhould be
almoft the laft of all the European powers which
full perfifted in the ufe of the defective Julian
calendar. Neither the fcruples which it occafion-
ed among zealous churchmen concerning the true
time of the principal anniverfary feftivals, nor
even its confiderable and increafing difagreement
from the heavenly bodies (a circumftance, on ac-
count of the flownefs of its progreflion, parcepti-
ble only to aftronomers), were, perhaps, the chief
motives that induced lord Chefterfield to with for
a reformation : but he was more particularly dif-
pofed to encourage it from the confufion which
the different beginnings of the year might pro-
duc.e in fettling hiftorical tranfaGions, and the
variance there was in the accounts of almoft every
other ftate. 'The inconveniencies were evident ;
but the difficulty of obviating feveral inconveni-
encies attending a fudden alteration, and efpe-
C1:111E in overcoming people’s prejudices, were not
If:is lo. "Thefe difficulties he found fill more con-
fiderable than he imagined. - Having confulted
the duke of Newcaftle ; that minifter, then in

the
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1751, the zenith of his power, feemed alarmed at fo
“~~ bold an undertaking. He conjured the earl not

to fiir matrers, that had long been quiet, and add.
ed that he did not love mew-fangled things.
Lord Chefterficld, however, did not fuffer him-
felf to be deterred by thefe obftacles, but refolved
to digeft his plan thoroughly before he communi-
cated it to the public. - With regard to the civil
and political points, he confulted perfons of the
greateft eminence in the feveral parts of the world
where he maintained a correfpondence, He was

articularly obliged to the great chancellor Da-
gueflau for the moft ufeful informations, and
received from him a moft inftruétive letter on
this {ubject, which we regret much not to be able
to give to the public. In the aftronomical part,
he confulted thofe of his countrymen whe were
moft in repute for their knowledge in that fcience;
and particularly the earl of Macclesficld, then
prefident of the Royal Society, who readily en-
tered into the plan of reforming the calendar,
and furnithed lord Chefterfield with all the learn-
g that was wanted on the occafion,

Thus- prepared, our earl made his motion in
the houfe of lords, on the 25th of February of
that ftyle he wifhed to amend. The fpeech he
made on that occafion was entirely calculated
to captivate the attention and fecure the fa-
vour of ‘his hearers. Witty refleGtions upon
time, its meafure, though fixed in itfelf, fill
dependent on- the variable ‘motions of the ce-
leftial ‘bodies; “a concife and clear account of
the feveral attempts made at different periods,
and by different nations, to reconcile thofe two
meafures with one another; the inconveniencies
attending the prefent ftyle with refpeét to al
public and private tranfactions; the method of
obviating the difficulties arifing from a fudden

| Py e
aiterations




LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. VL

alteration : thefe were the principal topics which
ne dwelt upon. He difplayed fuch powers U.f
oratory in this fpeech, and delivered it with fo
mucthr;}ce, that he eclipfed lord Macclesfield,
who feconded his motion, and in a {peech, pre-
vioufly prepared and fince printed, entered much
morclﬁi\i!‘y' into the argumentative part of the
plan. Our earl did ample juftice to his learn-
¢d colleague; and 1n his familiar letters [22],
exprefled himfelf with great modefty on this
point, attributing entirely to his powers of ut-
terance the advantage he obtained over him on
this occafion. A bill fo wifely contrived, and fo
ably fupported by eloquence and reafon, paffed
without any oppofition in both houfes; but
thofe who now enjoy the advantages refulting
from it, ought to be informed, that they owe
them to the induftry and refolution of the earl of
Chefterfield.

The earl’s feelings were excited, in the coutrfe
of this year, by two events of a very different
nature. The firft was the appointment of Mr.
Dayrolles to the place of minifter and comnmifla-
1y plenipotentiary at the court and congrefs at
Bruffels ; and his marriage with a lady, no lefs
diftingnithed by the goodnefs of her heart, than
by the graces and beauty of her perfon, and her
various accomplithments. His intimate connecti-
on with a friend, whofe attachment he had fo
lonig experienced, made him fhare his fatisfaction
in the livelieft manner ; and his letters en this oc-
cafion are truly expreflive of what his heart felt.

On the ‘other hand, fearce any event could
have been more affecting to him than the death
of lord Bolingbroke. “He fiad feen him for feve-
ral months labouring under a cruel, and to ap-
Pearance incurable diforder. A cancerous hu-

mour
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1. mour in his face made a daily progrefs ; and the

‘“—~~ empirical treatment he fubmitted to, not only
haftened his end, but alfo expofed him to the
moft excruciating pain. He faw him, for the
laft time, the day before his tortures began.
‘Though the unhappy patient, as well as his friend,
did then expeét that he fhould recover, and ac-
cordingly defired him not to come again till his
cure was completed ; yet he ftill took leave of
him in a manner which thewed how much he was
affected. ¢ He embraced the earl with tender-

Iy

*“ ‘nefs, and faid, God who placed me here, will
*“ do what he pleales with me hereafter, and he
4

knows beft what to do. May he blefs you!”

It would be needlefs to give our readers any ac-
count of the opinion the earl entertained of lord
Bolingbroke. This is fufficiently exprefled in the
letters we now give to the public, as well as in
thofe to his fon ; but it may not be improper to
add, that he retained all his life a grateful re-
membrance of the friendthip that had fubfifted
between them; and that he transferred it to his
heir, and rejoiced in the hopes of feeing him in
all refpects worthy of the name he bears [23].

Hitherto lord Chefterfield’s ftate of health;
though * often interrupted by fits of giddinefs,
had afforded him fufficient intervals, to enable
him to enjoy the plealures of retirement with his
books, and thofe of {ociety with his friends. The
laft be indulged in with peculiar fatisfa&ion. His
houfe and his table were open not only to the moft
diftinguithed of his countrymen, but likewife toall
foreigners who had any pretenfions to lea rning or
wit. But in the firft months of this year,a diforder,
uniappily hereditary in his family, began to fepa
rate him from fociety 3 and that conftant ferenity
and chearfulnefs, which he had o remarkably
poflefied in the different periods of his life, gave
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way to intervals of me Am:ho[y and apprehenfions. 1752.

He felt the firft {ymptoms of deafnefs with
of horror ; not unlike that which Swift could not
help fhewing on the apprehenfion of lofing his fen-
fes. Thisafflicting fenfation was for a time increaf-
ed, while being confined at home for fome months
on account of a fall from his horfe, he fubmitted
patiently to all the means that were employed for
the cure of his deafuefs, firft by regular phyficians,
and qfterward'“ by empirics. The attempts of
both proved unfuccefsful ; and though ftill equal-
ly capable of cmn:ributidﬂ to the fatisfadtion of
his friends 1n fociety, the eml was no longer able
to receive any ﬂum them.

Mr. Stanhope having now paffed a year and a
hafqt Paris; was fent by hrs father to feveral

ourts of Germany, and laft to Mr. Dayrolles at
Bmhem Lord Chefterfield was in hopes that by
fpending a winter with him, being introduced to
that court and employed in his office, he would
have had an opportunity of being thoreughly ac-
quainted with the life of a courtier, and that of a
man of bufinefs. U“fmtuu'ztrcl},1 the prime minif=
ter of that court, a proud Italian [24], being in-
formed of Mr. Sta 1I*opf illegitimacy, m!n’teu
upon his not appearing at court, ‘This affeted
the feeling heart of Mr. Dayrolles ftill more than
tlm of lord Chefterfield, who controlled the

varmth of his friend on thrt occafion, and ob-
Jlrx-&d to him very juftly, that perfons in Mr,
S:anhope’s fituation muft fometimes expect difa-
greeable things of that kind, and that the beft ufe
he could m: I“, of thisincident, was to endeavour
to counterbalance the difadvantage of his birth by
fuperior merit and knowled: ge [w:? To fill up
the € vacaney which this dlulpm);uu]—lf nt occafioned,
he fent him for the third time to Paris, in order to

improve himfelf ftill more in the feience of the
o
Vor. I, 0 world,
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world, {o neceflary for the public life he was in-
tended to purfue.

His firft fetting out in that ftation would have
been a brilliant one, could lord Chefterfield’s ex-
pectations, and thofe of his kinfmen the Pelhams,
with whom he was now on the beft terms [26],
have been anfwered. 'The poft of refident at Ve-
nice, now vacant by the promotion of Sir James
Gray to that of envoy at the court of Naples, had
been propofed by them for Mr. Stanhope, and
they were in hopes that his Majefty would make
no difficulty in appointing him toit. Lord Chef
terfield was highly pleafed with the prolpect of his
fon’s being fixed in fuch a city, where from the
variety of travellers of different nations who refort
thither, he might have acquired that defire of
pleafing, which was the only thing he then feemed
to want. His difappointment was therefore great,
when after eight months folicitation, the king at
laft abfolutely refufed to appoint the young man,
alledging the circumftance of his birth as the rea-
fon. His father, though much hurt at the refufa]
of a favour by no means unprecedented, refolved
to bring him into the next parliament, wifely fore-
feeing that a fenatorial cloak, more extenfive fill
than that of charity, would cover his fon’s invo-
luntary fin.

+1 St e =] Ry |
In the retirement where lord Chefterfield now
bt T e Yo
pent by choice the beft part of the vear. and

ear,
where, having fewer opportunities to exercife his
fenfe of hearing, he fometimes forgot he had loft
it, his books, his garden, and his pen, contributed
to fill up his time. From his correfpondents he
received moft of the new productions in the lite-
rary way, and repaid them by the judgments he
pafled upon them. The care of his vegetables
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alfo took up much of his attention. But 1t was
chiefly his pen which agreeably and ufefully em-
ployed his vacant hours. Willing to contribute as
much as poffible to the advantage of his country,
though now in a great meafure ifolated from it,
he amufed himfelf with the compofition of moral
and literary effays. Thefe he fent to the editor
of a new periodical paper entitled ke W orld.
But the firft eflay he fent had nearly difgufted
him of writing any more ; for being fomewhat
long it was negleted, and might perhaps never
have been printed, if lord Lyttelton coming ac-
cidentally into the publither’s fhop, and being
fhewn this paper, had not inflantly recognifed the
mafterly hand of his former aflociate and friend,
and defired that it might be immediately put to
the prefs. ‘The reception it met with encouraged
him to go on, and he continued to furnith occafi-
onal papers from that year to 1756, when this
publication ceafed. One of the volumes was by
the ingenious editor dedicated to his lordfhip.

His fon, whom he had now fent for from Paris,
was examined by him with the fame attention as
he had been in his preceding vifit. He found
him improved in his figure, manners, and ad-
dres ; but ftill thought him far from being the
graceful, fociable, amiable man he withed him to
be [27]. With a view to correét his careleflnefs
and inattention, as foon as he had loft all hopes
of the refidentthip, he fent him firft to Holland,
and then to fome courts of Germany. The for-
mal etiquette of thefe courts he thought would
engage him to pay a ftricter regard to thofe little
duties of fociety which he had hitherto too much
neglected ; as he was not likely to meet with ma-
ny of his countrymen at thefe courts, he hoped
the chief obftacles which had obftructed his im-

O 2 provement
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provement would now be removed [28]. He
alio took great care fo direct his fon to the parti-
cular objects proper for his attention at thefe dif-
ferent places, and the knowledge of which was
neceflary to prevent his appearing a firanger in
them,

Though lerd Chefterfield now took but little
fhare in political tranfaétions, or patrliamentary
debates, yet was he far from being indifferent to
cither. "To his friends he communicated his
thoughts concerning public affairs with the ut-
moft frecdom, and the intereft of his country wa
the chief objet of his anxious cares. ]1](‘]LCJ.}.
when he reflected on his own fituation, precluded
by his deafnefs from one of the beft means of in-
formation, he could not help laughing at his own
weaknefs. This_political excurfien,” fays he
in one of his letters, “ which is the remains of
“ the man of bufinefs, puts me in mind of
e Hallcqum s making few. cral pafles againft the
“ wall par un refle de bravoure [29].”

The circumftances which appeared to him the
moft open to cenfure in the prefent adminiftration,
were the want of forefight, and the irrefolution of
the councils. ©On thefe accounts he was much
difpleafed with the repeal of the bill for the natu-
raiization of the Jews, w
méqii’tj‘}' with having weakly given up. A !"pirff

of divination feems to have animated his pen,
when, after having quoted a very true maxim of
his favourite author the Cardinal de Retz on this
occalion, that mobs are alws ays kept in awe by
thofe who do not fear them, he adds, “ that they
** grow unreafonable and infolent when they find
¢ that they are feared. Wife and qjlc govern-
* ors,” fays he, * will never, if they can help
4 ji.
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“ jt, give the people juft cauie to complain, but
< then on the other hand they will firmly with-
“ ftand groundlefs clamour [ ;0]

b

The fource of this clamour he principally dif-
liked ; * being that narrow mob-fpirit of intole-
¢ ration in religious, and inhofpitality 1n civil
“ matters, both which, all governments fhould
“ oppofe.” A very contrary fpirit breathes in-
deed in all our earl’s writings it is the Ipirit of
humanity, comprehenfive benevolence, and true
liberty, very different from lawlefs licentioufnefs.
With what honeft warmth does he not reprobate
the * contempt which moft hiftorians thew for
“ humanity in general, as if the whole human
¢ {pecies confifted but of about one hundred and
“ fifty people, called and dignified (commonly ve-
“ ry undefervedly too), by the titles of emperors,
“ kings, popes, generals, and minifteis [31]
What patriot would not join with him, when after
having fpoken of the liberty the Turkifh janifia-
ries fometimes take of ftrangling their vizir, or
their emperor, he adds ; * I am glad the capital
“ ftrangler fhould in his turn be ftrangleable ;
“ for 1 know of no brute fo fierce, nor no crimi-
* nal fo guilty, as the creature called a fovereign,
“ whether king, fultan, or fophi, who thinks
himfelf either by divine or human right vefted
with an abfolute power of deftroying his fel-
low ereatures; or who, without inquiring into
“ s right, lawlefsly exerts that power [32] ?”
What good man would net applaud him, when
on account of the divifions in France between the
parliament and clergy, he {o ftrongly enforces the
fubjection of the church in every country to the
fupreme legiflative power, and warmly recom-
mends to his fon the reading of the tracts of that
great champion, 1 had almoft faid martyr, in the

caufe
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H 1753. caufe of civil liberty, Fra-Paolo, and in particy-
=7 lar his treatife De beneficiis [33]? |

1745.  The obftinacy of lord Chefterfield’s deafnefs,
which increafed every day, and difqualified him
more and more for fociety, had induced him to
yield to the repeated advice of the faculty to try
whether any benefit could be obtained from a
journey to Spa. He was confirmed in this refolution
by a very fevere fit of a gouty rheumatifm, which
at the fame time that it exercifed his patience for
two or three months in the beginning of this
year, gave his phyficians and himfelf fome hopes,
that the waters might at leaft in fome meafure
relieve his deafnefs, which they attributed to the
fame caufe. It does not appear, however, that
his rheumatic diforder was the only circumftance
that induced him to undertake this journey to
Spa, for he had mentioned two months before to
his fon, that he would probably meet him at that
place [34]. He accordingly appointed the time
of their meeting ; and having entire leifure there,
employed it in giving him juft notions of the
Englifh conftitution, and of the part which he
would foon be called to bear in the fervice of the
ftate. No man was certainly more capable of de-
livering thofe inftructions in a more captivating
or rational manner, and to thofe who would have
allifted at thefe leCtures, it would have recalled
to mind Pericles, training up young Alcibiades.

Lord Chefterfield having accomplifhed the time
fixed for his refidence at Spa, which he now
thought a painful tafk, returned with all poffible
diligence to London and his villa. He prefently
found that the fimall benefit he derived from the
waters was but temporary, and foon after had fe-
vere returns of the complaint for which he had
tndertaken this expedition,

_T\vf] 4
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Mr. Bougainville, the fame gentleman who has
fince diftinguithed himfelf fo much among the
French, and who was not only a man of {cience,
but alfo of tafte and wit, had been recommended
to lord Chefterfield [35]. He was furprized to
find in that nobleman fuch a variety of know-
ledge, and fuch a thorough acquaintance with
the French language, manners, and literature.
As he was brother to the fecretary of the aca-
demy of infcriptions and belles lettres at Paris,
he fuggefted to him the idea of electing lord
Chefterfield one of their foreign members. The
propofal was firft intimated to his lordfhip, and
upon his acceptance the appointment was made;
and a letter was written to him in the name of
that learned body. ‘This drew from him a letter
of thanks, which he communicated to me m
Englith, and for the tranflation of which he did
me the honour to borrow my pen [36].

His fon had now got a feat in parliament, and
the father equally anxious for his fuccefs took in-
finite pains to prepare him for his firft appearance
as a fpeaker. The young man feems to have
fucceeded tolerably well upon the whole, but on
account of his fhynefs was obliged to ftop, and,
if 1 am not miftaken, to have recourfe to his
notes, Lord Chefterfield ufed every argument in
his power to comfort him, and to infpire him
with confidence and courage to make fome ather
attempt; but I have not heard that Mr. Stanhope
ever {poke again in the houfe.

He had an opportunity next year of conferring
an obligation on the court unafked and unpaid for
it. A noble earl, who had expeted to be ap-

pointed to the poft of groom of the ftole, as be-

ing the firft on the lift of the lords of the bed-

chamber [37], thought proper to refign that
place.
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place. To thew his difpleafure, late in the fa-
fon and at a time when the arrangements for
the king’s annual expedition to Hanover were al-
ready taken, he made a motion in the houf of
peers to prefent an addre(s to his majefty to de-
fire he would net leave England at a period when
4 new war was expected, He hinted, indeed,
that thefe frequent voyages were inconvenient to
the nation and contrary to the a&t of fertlement,
A public debate on this delicate fubject would
have been attended with improper reflections from
the fpeakers on both fides of the queftion. Lord
Chefterfield took therefore the moft prudent ftep
in moving for an adjournment, which palled
without difficulty. As this circumftance muft have
been very agreeable to the king, many perfons
conjectured that our earl’s views were interefted,
and that he expected to be appointed to fome high
poft in the adminiftration, But every motive of
this kind he folemnly difclaimed in a very in-
terefling letter to Mr. Dayrolles [ 28], which on
many accounts I recommend to the perufal of
my readers. Iam certain, that the fentiments it
contains are fuch as the moft virtuous man would
adopt,

Indeed his ftate of health became every day
more diftrefling. He found himfelf by his in-
creafed deafnefs cut off from the {ociety of man-
kind, and ftruggling againft multplied infirmi-
tics both of body and mind, He had taken with
him to Blackheath all the materials neceflary for
writing fome hiftorical tracts of his own times,
which he intended to pen with the firicteft regard
to truth, and none to perfons, himfelf not ex-
epted.  But finding his mind ill difpofed for fuch
a work, he did not attempt it, well knowing,
that whatever is not done with inclination and
{pirit, will be very ill done [39],

The
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The preparations for a rupture with the court 19¢s.
of France on account of America, feemed at

firft not very alarming to lord Chefterficld. He
thought they would not attempt any diverfion in
Flanders, or if they did, that their force could be
oppofed in that f]vllﬂi'!."f't'-, or, at leaft, that the
Dutch could be fufficiently fupporied to prevent
their fubmitting to a neutrality, or accepting any
other terms the French might wifh to impofe.
Still depending upon our former alliances, and
our refolution ot to be parties upon the conti-
nent, he rather withed for a war, if vigoroufly
carried on at fea, as being the beft means of de-
ftroying the enemy’s navy and commerce [40].

But he foon altered his opinion when he was
informed of the defetion of thofe who had been
thought England’s firmeft allies, and efpecially
the houfe of Auftria. It muft be owned, that
the lownefs, or rather the fluctuation, of his
fpirits had fome influence upon his opinions con-
cerning the event of the war. His dilcourage-
ments arofe not more from the number of our
enemies, than from the finking fpirit of the na.
tion, and the divifions as well as the Incapacity
of thofe who prefided at the helm.

In thefe circumftances, however, he had fill
a frefh opportunity of manifefting his friendly
difpofition to government, The fubfidiary trea-
ties with the courts of Ruffia and Hefle-Cafiel be.
ing fubmitted to the confideration of parliament
cxcited great debates in both houfes.  Lord Chel
terfield who approved of the firit as much as he
difliked the fecond, fpoke warmly, though with-
out preparation, in defence of his opinion in the
houfe of lords. He fhone as ufual, and did not
feem to have loft any of his former vigour ; but
this exertion fatigued him fo much, that he was
pbliged to be carried home immediately after,

and
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and never again appeared as a fpeaker in the

“houfe [41].

From this day, which may be looked upon as
the clofe of our earl’s political career, his life may
be divided into two periods; the firft concluding
with the death of his fon Mr. Stanhope, which
happened in 1768 ; the fecond with his own de-
ceafe, in 1773. In the former of thefe, the
chief object of his care and attention was the im-
provement and promotion of Mr. Stanhope. In
the latter, the care of his own health, or rather,
the temporary alleviation of thofe infirmities,

which he well knew would attend him to his

grave,

The purfuits of each of thefe periods are di-
verfified only by his correfpondence with his
friends, his amufements in his garden, and his
application in his library : for though he continued
to receive company, foreign as well as Englifh,
he frequently laments the little capacity he had
left him by his deafnefs either of entertaining or
being entertained by them. His memoirs, there-
fore, henceforward will contain little more than
references to his letters, and a hiftory of that gra-
dual decay, the firff advances of which he ap-
pears himfelf to have difcovered above twenty
years before his death.

[~

Retired from thecouncils, and in 2 great meafure
from the fociety of the principal men in power, lord
Chefterfield feems not to have pretended to any
knowledge of the interior plans of government,
and only hazards his conje¢tures on public affairs.
He exprefles, in many of his letters, the impofli-
bility there is, that any perfon who is not in the
immediate circle of bufinefs fhould be able to
form a competent judgment in political matters;
ridicules the abfurdity of pretenders to that fort of

knowledge ;
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knowledge ; and offers his opinions as mere ran-
dom thoughts, thrown out upon the public topic
of the day. It isno wonder then, that we find
his lordfhip, in the fubfequent years, frequently
miftaking in his views and expectations on the
confequences of that war which was now declared :
a war, which from the various, and, as it was
then thought, almoft unnatural combinations it
produced, contradicted the whole uniform expe-
rience of our earl, asa ftatelman ; and when feen
through the gloomy medium of a diftempered
habit, appeared every way formidable and de-
ftructive to Great Britain. It muft be acknow-
ledged, indeed, that the mifcarriage of our flee
before Mahon, and the lofs of {o confiderable a
pofleflion as the ifland of Minorca, in the very
outfet of the war, joined to the apprehenfions
lord Chefterfield conceived of a fecret negotiation
between France and Spain to deprive us of Gib-
raltar, were fufficient to give him the alarm,
On the other hand, it is equally certain, that the
Englith are feldom fuccefsful in the commence-
ment of hoftilities. The lion, confiding perhaps
too much in his own ftrength, gives way to in-
dolence and fecurity, ull roufed into action by
repeated attacks of his enemies. Yet whatever
dependence might reafonably have been founded
on this reflection, there were other caufes, which

might fairly juftify the apprehenfions of a (pe-
culative politician. The balance of Europe
ffj’em-:-{il to be entirely deftroyed. All the prin-
cipal powers had thrown their weight into one
cale.  There remained among the crowned
heads but a fingle ally for Great Britain, and he

had been almoft from his cradle her enemy. Be-

fides, it was impoflible for lord Chefterfield to
conceive, that the force of the king of Pruflia
alone would be [ufficient, in conjunction with us,
to withftand the united efforts of France, Auftria,

the
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the Fmplre axony, Ruflra, and Sweden [42]
The wonders that monarch was cmh.l m were
yet to be {een ; and however great might be the
idea our earl had entertained of him, it can bm*

no imputation upon his political fagacity not to
have ff cleen the mira culnus exertions, of which,
that hero fhewed himfelf capable in the events of
the war.

With refpect to the fuppofed engagements be-
tween France and Spain relative to Gibraltar,
though lord Chcftufcld feems to have miftaken
both the time and the objeét of them, fill it
muft be confidered, that there was great proba-
bility in the conje@ure. He well knew. from
his own expsrience, how much the pride of Spain
is hurt that Great Britain thould retain that im-
portant and almoft impregnable fortrefs, the
principal key of her dominions; and however
her general political interefts may rccwmmeudﬁ
good underftanding with the Englith, it is pro-
bable fhe will never heartily unite with th,m fo
long as that place remains in their hands. A

i

few years aiter fhe chofe to enter the lifts, butin

a fhort time found how unequal a conteft fhe had
engaged in with an enemy then in the full career

of victory,

The national debt was anothe r very alarming
conlideration to Jord Chefterfield ; but his fears
in this refpet were the fears of the whole nation.
The multitude had always looked upwn it asa
prodigy big with ruin. The ableft and moft en-
lightened fmu {men had fixed the point it then
ﬁ'ood at, as the utmoft verge of Ll.:-_t‘;.-; and all

matized with dark and fatal pre-
dictions. The increafe of it to that enormous
bulk at which it arrived before the end of the war,
i the midft of the greateft national profperity,
was, 11 the conception of all men at that time, s
utter
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utter an impoflibility as the aftonifhing triumphs
of our ally the king of Pruffia,

The events of 1957 and 1758 ferved only
confirm lord Chefterfield in his political defpon-
dency. His letters in* this period to Mr. T}ax--
rolles are all expreflive of his fears and apprehe °1-

fions for the event. He continued under the in-
fluence of the fame im pu_d,ona ull the latter end
of the year 1759, excepting a fmall interval i

' i - o e el s Fi P
the beginning of the fummer 1758 [43].

During the greateft part of this time, Mr. Stan-
hope, 'u-'?“ "1{1 returried to: En igland in I764 to
take his feat in parliament, continued at home.
In'i757 he rﬁpmacd 1m 4 public ._m.mct er to Ham-
burgh, the refidence at that time of all the prin-
upL perfons of thole parts of the Empire, which
either were, or feemed likely to be, the feat of
war,  His Ic:tcz's to his fon at this conjut 1éture,
though of a different turn from thofe of former
periods, thew no lefs anxiety for his fuccefs. A
very remarkable hint is conveyed in one of th 1£m,
for deta aching the emprefs of Lm lia from her con-

nections 1"1[h our enemies [44] ; but this feems
to have been too nice a commiffion for & fo young
a negotiator, The immediate aim of lord Chef-

terfield at ti"[S time was to procure for Mr. Stan-
hope, either an appointment to the ¢ court of Ber-
lin, or thatI might fucceed Mr. Burrifh in his
€m le ment at E\*‘T'l nich ; and he o:r*:lm* no_op-
portunity of exhorting lmn to recommend him-
elf, by diligence, allivity, and addrefs, o thofe
who had it in therr power to promote hll".f',"_ Mr,
Stanhope’s health 1, as well as other reafons, made
him with ¢ return home for fome months in the
Year ¥758; and alfs in the fummer 1":9, bur he
was both times dif appointed. He could not bc
pared from I"lau"“m[rl] However the ﬁ‘:l'I I’
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wifh to fee him, he looked upon this neceflity of
his abfence as a fufficient compenfation,

But Mr. Stanhope’s ill ftate of health was fuch
as to overcome all other confiderations. Leave
was afkked and obtained for him to come home in
Autumn 1759, and he continued in London till
the end of the war.

In June 1763 we find Mr. Stanhope at the
Hague, on his way to Ratifbon, to which place
he was fent in a public character. In this fitua-
tion lord Chefterfield’s experience feems to have
furnithed hitn with a very ufeful expedient for
abridging the tedious and intricate ceremonials {o
much infifted upon in German courts [45]. His
ftay, however, was but fhort. In autumn he was
called home by the miniftry, to attend the enfu-
ing feflion of patliament [46], for which they
thought it neceflary to collect their whole force.
Lord Chefterfield, though not much pleafed with
this {ummons, recommended, agreeable to his
conftant maxim, a ready and obliging fubmiffion
to it; and we may reafonably conclude, the earl’s
admonition had its intended effeét : for foon after,
Mr. Stanhope was appointed envoy-extraordinary
to the court of Drefden, whither he repaired as
foon as the fefion was over. From this time to
the latter end of the year 1766, Mr. Stanhope
continued in Germany, having at the requeft of
the miniftry, who were ftill hard prefled, vacated
his {eat in parliament foon after his arrival at
Drefden. ‘This refidence appears to have com-
pleated the ruin of his conflitution. His health,
which 1n all fituations was delicate, feems to have
been quite overcome by the German winters. He
was obliged in 1766 to have recourfe firft to the
waters of Baden, and then to a tour into the fouth
of France [47]. The earl, who watched perpe-

tually
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ually over him as his guardian angel, and forgot

his own infirmities to provide againt thofe of his
fon, exprefles great anxiety on thefe occafions,
and feems with difficulty to conceal fome fore-
bodings of the event. Mr. Stanhope, however,
in the {pring of 1767, either found or fancied he
found, himfelf well enough to return to Drefden,
which he accordingly did in May following : and
his perfuafion in this refpect was fo ftrong, that
notwithftanding he was again attacked by the fame
complaint, he wrote to the earl that he thought
him(elf able to pafs the winter at that court. His
lordfhip feems to have been fo much ififluenced by
this declaration, that he was taking meafures for
fecuring him a feat in the next parliament, which
Was to be chofen in 1768. In this view his lord-
fhip was difappointed by the minifter on whom
he had placed his dependence [48]; but this dif-
appointment he had not occafion long to regret.
Mr. Stanhope, notwithftanding his fanguine ex-
p:ff’tatfons, was obliged to quit Drefden, and re-
pair again to the South of France, from whence
h.c never returned. Duaring his illnefs there, he
feems to have exprefled fome jealoufy at his place
being fupplied by a new perfon during his abfence.
Lord Chefterfield makes him ealy on this head,
by acquainting him that he had received affurances
from the miniftry, that perfon fhould not inter-
fere with him as {oon as he was capable of refum-
ing his employment [49]. The gentleman
here alluded to was fhortly after appointed envoy
to Denmark, where, by a very fpirited and judi-
Clous exertion upon a melancholy occafion, he
merited the honour of a red ribband, and an ap-
pointment to a much {fuperior court [50].

Theﬂ Iafjt letter lord Chefterfield wrote to his be-
%oved fon is dated the 17th of October, 1768. It
1s full of the moft tender anxiety for his welfare,

. and
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and of his alarms upon receiving information that
Mr. Stanhope’s complaint was of a dropfical na-
ture. This was actually the cafe. Every medical
afliftance was tied in vain to relieve him. M,
Stanhope died of a dropfy, at a héufe in the
country near Avignon, on the 16th of Novem-
ber, 1468.

The effe¢t of this ftroke on lord Chefterficld
was fuch as might be expedted. if his lordfhip’s
age might be {ﬂpp{)fui to render him lefs mlcep
tible of impreflions, his infirmities made him lefs
capable of refifting them. The ftate of his health
was now become very critical. From the year
1756 his rheumatic complaints Lz1] and the gid-
dinefs in his head had been increafing ; but i!l(“)
procceded by flower, and, to himfelf at leaft,
much more imperceptible degrees, than his deaf-
nefs. The comparifon be feems conftantly to
have made between the lofs of hearing and that
of fight, proves fufficiently in what unufual efti-
mation he held the former. Every man almoft
Knows the value of his eyes, and may from thence
be taught to judge of what only the few, who are
formed for the more delicate enjoyments of con-
verfation, are capable of feeling under the cala-
mity our earl was afflicted with. Perhaps he
carried this matter rather too far, efpecially as his
defect amounted at moft only to a difficulty, not
a deprivation of the fenfe. By his own account,
all he required in order to be able to diftinguih
what was faid, was, that the perfon fpea!\mg
fhould not be at too great a diftance, and that

the voice fhould bz dire&ed in a ﬂraighr line

towards him. His other complaints were of 2
more f{erious nature; but even thefe admitted of
confiderable relief. The ufe of a milk diet, to
which, after a very fevere fit of illnefs in the
beginning of the year 175¢, he confined himfelf

almoft
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almoft entirely for fome time, was of peculiar
fervice to him. In this and the following year the
oeneral ftate of lord Chefterfield’s health {eems to
have been better than he had reafon to EXFC\.t yet
we do not find him {peaking of it with that chear-
fulnefs which his good-humour and lively difpo-
fition would lead us to imagine. The mind when
unoccupied by purfuits of pleafure, bufinefs or
ambition, naturally inclines to fpeculation; and
this, when influenced by perfonal infirmities, as
naturally contraéts a melancholy caft. It is no
v.-ondur then, that our gay and {prightly earl,
whom retirement, and the folitary occupations of
the library and the garden, affifted by the enemy
he fo much dreaded, the defect of hearing had in-
fenfibly conducted to this point, fhould, in fpeal-
ing of his health, expres himfelfin terms fome-
times bordering upon difguft and defpondency. For
this reafon we muft not be furprifed that, in fome
of his letters at this period, he defcribes himfelf
as totally unconnected with the world, detached
from life, bearing the burithen of it with patience
Jrom inflinét rather than reafon, and from that prin-
ciple alone, taking all proper methods 1o preferve i
[52]. It is true, he endeavours to glofs over thefe
ideas as the refult only of a philu[opm ¢ habit of
mind ; but it requires little care in the analyfing,
to difcover the genuine fource of them. This is
evident, whatev-: feeming moderation there may
othcrwm be, m the paffage where he compares
him(elf to Solomon, and exclaims with that dif-
appointed monarc‘n, ¢« All is vanity and vexation
of fpirit [53].” There is more good humour in the
refemblance he makes out between himf{elf and the
cabbages in his garden, which, 1n more than one
of his ];.ttu&, he jocofely ftyles his fellow vegerables.

There was another and more {triking mmpari-
fon brought home to the earl about this time. His
V.O]-:. I. P old
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old fervant White, who had lived with him forty
vears, was {eized with a d: ingerous fit of illnefs,

His {fentiments on this occ: ;ﬁoil, as exprefled in hi
letter to- the b“ mp rat W Jtumrd [.]_1. 13 are a ve-

m!:.mn of Eurm of the \..;O[t,j.. cltL.'l{.i]I'thf;ltS of
fympathy. The near equality of their age, the

time they had pafled together, the mutual decay
of conftitution, and the confequent doubt which

of them would arrive fooneft at their la 111 tage,

became matter of very intcrrﬂing CDI'."L-.‘:]'.HP.'.-‘lu-_nl
to the earl.

n other refpedts, lord Chefterfield’s vivacity
was uniform and undiminifthed. His attention to
public and private tranfactions ftill the fame,
The earl of Halifax was in the year 1761 ap.
pointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, and went over
to take pofleflion of his government immediately

after the coronation. The cL-.[vbt':ztccl (peech,
o 1

-'f1EL-.11 this nobleman opened the feflion of
arltament, is well known asa mafke
] f.:‘ﬂt(_i'[‘}-'. But it bad a further recom-
mendation to lord Chefterfield. The three great
objects propofed in it were, the encouras gement of
the Proteftant charter-fchools ; the im provement
of the linen manufacture; and the z:Jwvwr a

5 o B - b d_'l

'i'”'"'}'}""“ indulgence to Roman Ca L55].
Fhefe were the points lord Chefterfield had moft

| m 2 5 e - . o (PR = ':-,_-n

at 1'11:_2][_‘ P'\F') mMan . d5 Wg }:r.l.'\. ur'.'\.u._l':- 1CEl

Knew beter than he did the real interef
couitry; or had purfued it with more fuccefs; the
face of the whole kingdom having been changed
during his wife and clmitfc;-'cﬂr;-d adminiftration,
His zeal for the welfare of Ireland, which com-
menced at that p":iic;c] did not ceafe with his of-

fice. HL‘ continued to w: ‘HH over it with a kind
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promoted or improved. The eftablithment for
encouraging Proteftant charter-{chools had been
fet on foot by the bithops of Waterford and
Meath, and lord Chefterfield had fubfcribed to-
wards it [56]. The promotion of Irith manufac-
tures, particularly thofe of linen, is ftrongly re-
commended in feveral of his letters to the bifhop
and in thofe to Mr. Prior {57]. In {peaking up-
on this point, he frequently takes occafion to de-
plore the too prevalent cuftom of hard drinking in
Ireland. [58]. The importation of five thoufand
uns of wine, communibus annis, he confiders asa
melancholy proof of this fatal cuftom; and hu-
moroufly adds, that a clarer-board, if there were
one, would be much better attended than the linen-
board [59]. He exhorts the Irith to mind their
fpinning and weaving, and lay afide their politics.
Mild treatmen: and an ealy unfuflpicious inter-
courfe with the Roman Catholics had been the
rule of lord Chefterfield’s government, in a crifis,
which might well have juftified the moft rigorous
exccution of the laws againft them. It was his
conftant maxim, that gentle ufage was the moft
Iikely means to keep them quiet, if not to gain
them over; and he urged it again in the year
1757, as the beft advice he could give at a period,
which he efteemed little lefs dangerous than that
of his own adminiftration.

The expulfion of the Jefuits from France,
“-'!ﬁd] happened about this time, was an event
of too extraordinary a nature not to attract the
attention of our earl. Though they had with
great ability refifted feveral powerful attacks, that
had been made againft them, yet this, he ob-
ferves, appeared to be the decifive flroke; and
he ventures to prooounce, that they will never

1

recover it [60]. The {ubfequent hiftory of that

learned, but pernicious fociety, hath f{ully con-
P2 firmed
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frmec

1 this propkecy. Thc-ir' difgrace in Francs
bath been followed by their expulfion from al
parts of the world. ‘They have been banifhed
even from Parag
J‘, i[‘}, ed the }\.I‘lf”lu n of their own creation g and
where, m.L{)ldn'lg to the opinion of the celebrated
Montefquieu, the good laws and inftitutions
they had made, feemed to promife an eter-
nal duration of their fway, and might be admit-
ted as an apology for their ambition [61]. The

ear| {eems to have carried his obfervation ftill far-
ther on this fubjeét, and to have extended it to
the religious, as well as political, dominion of the
pope; the permanence of which he feems to
doubt, and gravely admonifhes a lady in France,

that be trembles for the ,fmf}r fatber bimfelf in the
next century [62].  The feizure of a confiderable
part of the papal territories, within a few years
after, had the appearance of anticipating con-
fiderably his lordfhip’s prediction.

Ll&\., “J‘.l“ [1 IHL* IJ] |_)._, €Iy ‘.}\EUL-L

From the beginning of the year 1*;65, the ef-
fects of that flow and o rradual progrefs towards dif-

folution, which the earl had fo ma y years experi-
enced, became more vifible. Tl 'J.lg.: he de-
feribes himfelf mthcr as gliding ge r]y along the
fteep, than hurried down the pw,\_lp: e, yet the
u:t;::pfa:;:i: he I']']"il-"" of the difficulty he finds in
'-a'Lit:f::, ind. the intervals between his letters to
the bithop-of Waterford, which are the moft re-
gularly continued of any we find in this pmu:l to

his friends, are fure indications of a VEry confider-

;-.hf.-c change. It 15 evident, however, that hisfa-
i s o
tics were not 1n the leaft 1 ]‘“-J!’t(t; and what 1s

1o

EXtraf )‘U’.l anry 1,., [..}\ COITEl I"‘ " ence \“Lll i; s lon 15
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not lefs punctual, nor the intelligence he gives
~ public affairs, from time to time, lefs 11
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very unequal to the fhock, lord Chefterfield re-
ceived the news of Mr. Stanhope’s death: an on-
ly and moft tenderly-beloved fon, on whofe edu-
cation the utmoft care and attention a fond parent
1 capable of had been beftowed ; of whofe fuc-
cefs in hfe the moft fanguine expectations had
been formed ; and for whofe fake chiefly his fa-
ther feemed now to fupport the remaining bur-
then of a painful and tedious exiftence. The
affli¢tion of icfelf was fufficient; but it was en-
hanced by another, fcarce lefs diftrefling, piece
of intelligence. It was announced by a lady,
who took this firft opportunity of acquainting the
earl that the had been married to Mr. Stanhope
feveral years, and had two children by him, which
were then with her. Whatever lord Chefterficld’s
feelings might be at receiving this authentic in-
formation of a clandeftine engagement, contract-
ed by his fon fo long before, concealed with fo
much art and induftry, and brought to light at
fuch an inftant, he did not confound the inno-
cent with the guilty. He took upon himfelf
the care of providing for the children, and
formed Mrs, Stanhope, that the thould be exon
rated from the expence of their future mainge-
nance.

-1
11i=

=
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Lord Chefterfield’s deareft hopes being thus de-
feated, he endeavoured to fill up the vacancy by
an attention truly becoming his character and
rank. He had in the year 147649 adopted the
{Uﬂ of his kinfman Mr. Stanhope of Mansfield,
hE_lr to the title, but not to the eftates [63]. At
this advanced time of life we find him with un-
tommon care, and even anxiety, fuperintending
the education of his fucceflor; and it is remarka-
ble, with what fatisfaction he acquaints the bifhop
of Waterford with the early profpeéts of his im-

provement
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provement [64]. The choice he mad= of a per-

ion to accompany the young gentleman in ki
R e 1 Al e $hnrare B et e
travels, and to take the care of his LT'k,lLICfl 1on, wag

e e T o oyt e P s R
worthy of himfell [6:]; and the correfpon-

dence, which, notwithfta; ding his infirmities, he
regularly kept up with him, is an undoubted
proof Low much he had at heart the future tuftre
of the honours he bore, Thefe letters have not
yet appeared under any fan&ion of authority;
but the principle of them is fo noble, and the
end propofed fo becoming the ligaity of a great
name, that it is hoped they will not always be
withheld from the public. It is plain, from a let-
ter of the earl’s to Mr. Dayrolles, dated Sept.
10, 1772, that this attention continued the fame

.

to the end of his life.

In the year 1741, the earl’s good friend the
bifhop of Waterford met with a very fevere mif-
fortune in his family, His fon Mr. Chenevix, 4
gentleman of the moft promifing expectation, had
it not been for a confumptive habit (of which his
conflitution gave early {ymptoms) fell a facrifice
to that fatal cli{temp:r,nr)twithﬁamiing all his care
by regularity of diet and exercife to put a ftop to
it.  Hedied at Nice, to which place he had been
fent by his indulgent father, in the fond hope of
reftoring his health. Lord Chefterficld’s friend-
thip for the bithop of Waterford was teo trong
to be merely perfonal. It extended to his whole
family. The bifhop’s brother, lieutenant-colonel
Chenevix of the Carabineers, had received marks
of the earl’s regard and confidence during his ad-
miniftration in Ireland, and had acquitted himfelf
with an ability and integrity fuitable to the truft
repofed in him [66]. The death of this gallant
and worthy officer, which happened in the year
1758, was much regretted by his lordfhip. The
lame caufe operating in a greater degree, and

aided,
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et aided, moreover, by that partiality our earl al- 1769
hi ways feems to have entertained for the nfing HtO
i generation, wherever he difcovered the dawnings 1773
In- of merit to juftify it, had from the beginning
he | warmly interefted him in favour of young Mr.
te Chenevix. He made frequent inquiries about
te him, and in particular we find him in the
10t year 1761 earneftly congratulating the bifhop
Vs on the fuccefs of his fon at the univerfity, and
he on the report of his being likely to anfwer not
sat only the hopes, but the wifhes of his worthy fa-
be ther [67]. 'Thefe congratulations are repeated in
et- 1767, when Mr. Chenevix firft appeared in the
pt. pulpit [68]. The earl’s letter to the bithop of the
ne 19th December 1471, is a letter of condolence on
the melancholy event of his fon’s death. This is

the laft letter from the earl to the bifhop in this

he l collection ; and it is probably the laft he ever
i | wiote to him : his correfpondence thus clofing
d ‘ with the kind office of endeavouring to adminifter
id comfort to his friend, labouring under the fame
1is affliction he had himfelf but lately experienced.
o]

It is obfervable, that he prefcribes to him the fame
Ie kind of relief,  7%e care of your grandfon, fays the

o carl, will be 4 proper avocation [rom Yyour grief.
;} We have already given an account of lord
2 Ch&‘i’fel'ﬁcld’s health to the year 1969. From that
g ;;Tlca _the_ only ma_terla‘] aft.ﬁif.fltloﬂ in it was a
e ubborn inflammation in his eyes, which fre.
;?1 quently deprived him of the only comfort he had
& left. His fears upon this occafion, left he thould
E totally lofe the blefling of fight, are exprefled in
i the- ﬁl‘@ngef’t terms. It 1s obferved in the notes
#t ﬁlbjﬂined to a few of his laft letters to the bithop
it | of f"“"ﬂtﬁ_f ford, that the originals are fome of them
g written ina very trembling hand ; and that there
el are others which are evidently in the hand-writing
d of
k
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of another perfon, This goes no further than the
latter end of 1771. Tam informed, from private
authority [69], that the few letters the earl fent
in the year 1772, were all dictated to an ama-
nuenfis, and only figned by him.

Lord Chefterfield had now, as he himfelf men-
tions out-lived almoft all his friénds and contem-
poraries, He had ftill, however, one brother
living, Sir William btdnhopc; vho had for fome
years been in a very precarious ftate of health,
and had been obliged to pafs his winters in th“
{outh of France, in order to avoid the rigour of
this chimate. In the fummer 1472, Sir William,
on his annual return to England, was taken fud-
denly ill, and died near Dijon, not being able to
proceed any further on his journey [40].

Lord Chefterfield himfelf had been feized in the
beginning of the fame fummer with a diarrboes,
which baffled the beft endeavours of the medical
art. He mentions it in the laft letter to his
friend Mr. Dayrolles, publithed in this coliection,
dated Sept. 24, 1472. This fymptom continued
more or lefs troublefome ever after, and was in
the end the caufe of his death. He was afflicted
vith no other illnefs, and remained to the lait free
from all manner of pain, enjoying his furprizing
memory and prefence of mind to his lateft breath;
perfe L'[!” compofed and refigned to part with life,
and only regretting, that death was fo tardy to
meet him.

Upon the morning of his deceafe, and about

an hour before it happened, Mr. Dayrolles
called upon him to make his ufual vifit. When
he had entered the room, the waler de chambre
opening the curtains of the bed announced M.
Dayrolles to his lordfhip. 'The earl juft found
ftrength
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ftre ’5
Dayrol

was ]‘.cﬁrcl to fpeak. They were characteriftic ;

| ] - o L : (T Rl AT
th enough, in a faint voice, to fay, Give
: T LG - DAl e
lles @ Chair. 'Thefe were the laft words he

and were remarked by the very able and attentive
phyfician hl] who was then in the room. His
good breeding, faid that gentleman, only quits bim

with bis f'._f.c-

Thus died, on the 24th day of March, 1473,
Philip-Dormer Stanho P, ear]l of Chefterfield ;
nobleman unequalled in his time, for variety of
talents, brilliancy of wit, politenefs, and elegance
of converfation. At once a man of pleafure and
of bufinefs; yet never fuffering the former to
encroach upon the latter. * His embafly in Holland
marks his fkill, dexterity, and addr(‘f'ﬂ, as an able
negotiator. Ill, Jd.m;nlunnrm in Ireland, where
his name is ftill revered by all ranks and orders
of men, indicates his integrity, vigilance, and
found pn]fcy as a ftatefman. His fpeeches 1n
parliament fix his reputation as a diftinguifhed
orator, in a refined and uncommon fpecies of
cloquence. His conduét in public life was up-
nght, confcientious, and fteady: in private,
friendly and affeftionate: in both, pleafant,
amiable, and conciliating.

Thefe were his ¢ uht!-rcicza;--—mt thofe who
furpafs him {peak of his defeéls.

END OF THE MEMOIRS.
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