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CHARACTERS, &c

GEORGE e FIRST.

G E OR G E the Firft was an honeft, dull German
gentleman, as unfit as unwilling to act the part of 4
King, which is, to {hine and opprefs: - Lazy and inactive
even in his pleafures; which were therefore lowly {en-
fual. He was coolly intrepid, and indolently benevolent.
He was diffident of his own parts, which made him
{peak little in public, and ,prefer m_his focial, which
swere his favourite, hours; the company of waggs and
buffoons. Even his miftrefs, the duchefs of Kendal, with
whom he paffed moft of his time, and who had all in-
fluence over him, was very little above an idiot: Im-
portunity could alone make him aé, and then only to
get rid of it. His views and affections were fingly
confined to the narrow compafs of his eleCtorate—Eng-
land was too big for him.—1f he had nothing great asa
King, he had nothing bad asa man—and if he does not
adorn, at leaft he will not ffain the annals of this country.
n private life he would have been loved and efteemed
as a good cifizen, a good friend, and a good neighbour.
—Happy were it for Europs, happy for the world, if
there were not greater kings in-1t!

QUEEN
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QUEEN CAROERINE.

Q UEEN CAROLINE had lively, pretty parts,
a quick conception, and fome degree of female know-
ledge; and would have been an agreeable woman in
focial, f fhe had fiot‘aimiéd at being a great one'in pub-
hic, Tife.  She had “the graces that adofn"the former,
but neither the firength of parts, nor the judgment ne-
ceffary for the latter. She profeffed art, inftead of con-
cealing it, and valued herfelf upon her fkill in fimulation
and diffimulation, by which the made herfelf many ene-
mies, and not one friend, even amongft the women the
nearcft to her perfon. She loved money, but could
occafionally part with it, efpecially o’ meén of learning,
whofe patronage fhe affeCted. She often converfed with
them, and bewildered herfelf in their metaphyfical
difputes, which neitlier fhe nor they themfelves~un-
derftood.  Cunnifig “and perfidy were the ‘means fhe
made ufe of in bufinefs=as ‘all" women do—for wapt of
better.  She fhewed hér art the moft in her management
of the king, whom fhe governied abfoltitely, by a
feeming complaifance ‘and obedience to all his hiimotts
—the even favouréd and promoted His gdllantries,  She
had ja dangerous ambition, for it was afténded - with
courage, and, if fhe had lived miich longer, might have
proved fatal; either ‘to herfelf or to the conftitution. AL
ter puzzling herfelf in all the whimfies and fantaftical
ipeculations of “different fects, fhe fixed ultimatély in
Deifm, believing 2 future flate —She died with 'great
refolution and intrepidity, of a very painful diftemper,
and under fome" cruél operations.

Upon the whole, the Agreeable Woman was liked
by moft’ people, but the Queen' was neither efteemed,
beloved, ‘nor trufted by any body bt the king.

SIR ROBERT WAL POELR

L M U CH queftion, whether an impartial character of
Sir Robert Walpole will or can be tran{mitted to pofteri-
Ty
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ty = for he governed this kingdom {o long, -that: the
various paflions of mankind mingled and in a manner
incorporated themfelves with every thing that was faid or
written concerning him. - Never was man more flattered
or more abufed—and his long, power: was probably the
caufe of both. I was much agquainted with him both
in’ his public and: private life. -1 meantor do impartial
juflice to his charackex;, and therefore my pi¢ture of him
will perhaps be more like him, than'iv will be like any of
the other pictures drawn of him.

In private life he was good-natured, chearful, focial ;
inelegant in his manners, loofe-in- his morals, he had a
coarfe firong wit, which he wastoo free of for a manin
his {tation, as it is always inconfiftent with dignity. He
was very able asa Minifter, but without a' certain eleva-
tion -of mind, neceffary for great' good, or great mif-
chief. Profufe and appetent,: his;ambition was fubfervi-
ent to his defign of making a great fortune—~He had
more -of -the Mazarin-than of the Richelieu—He would
do mean- things for profit;: and never thought of doing
great ones for glory. - He was boththe beft parllament=
man, and  the-ableft manager of parliament, that I-be-
lieve ever lived. : An artful rather than eloquent {peaker,
he faw, as by intuition, the -difpofition of the houle,
and prefled or receded accordingly: So clear in {tating
the ‘moft intricate matters; efpecidlly in the -finances;
that, whilft he was fpeaking, the moft ignorant thought
that they underftood what they really did not.” Money;
not prerogative, was the chief engine of his adminiitra
tion ; and he employed it with a fuccefs, which ina
manner difgraced  humanity. He was not; it is true,
the ‘inventor of  that fhameful method of governing,
which had been gaining ground infenfibly - ever fince
Charles the Second, but with uncommeon {kill and un-
bounded profufion he brought it to that perfection which
at this time difhonours.and diftreffes this country, and
which (if not checked, and God knows how it can- be
now checked) muft ruin it.

Befides this powerful engine of government, he had a
moft extraordinary talent of perfuading and werking men

up
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up to his purpofe---A hearty kind of franknefs, whick
fometimes feemed imprudence, made people think that
he let them into his fecrets, whilft the impolitenefs of his
manners feemed to atteft his fincerity. 'When he found
any body proof againft pecuniary temptations, which
alas! was but feldom, he had recourfe to a ftill worfe
art v for he laughed at and ridiculed all notions of pub-
lic virtue and the love of one’s country, calling them
“ The chimerical fehool-boy flights of claffical learning”
declaring himfelf at the fame time “ N Sant, mno Spar~
tan, no Reformer””  He would frequently afk young
fellows at their firlt appearance in the world, while their
honeft  hearts were yeot untainted-—<¢ J#7%/), are you to be
ant old Roman ? a parrior & Y owll Joor come off of that and
grow wifer.”  And thus he was more dangerous to the
morals, than to the liberties of his country, to which ¥
am perfuaded that he' meant no ill in his heart,

Fle was the eafy and profufe dupe of ‘women, and in
fome inflances indecently fo-—-He was exceflively open
to flattery, even of the groffeft kind, and from the coar(e
eft bunglers of that vile profeffion ; which engaged him
to pafs moft of his leifure and jovial hours with people
whofe blafted characters reflected upon his own---He was
loved by many, but refpected by none, his familiar and
illiberal mirth and taillery leaving him no dignity-—-He
was not vindictive, but on the contrary very placable to
thofe who had injured ‘him the moft--His good humour,
good nature, and beneficence in the f{everal relations of
father,  hufband, mafter, and friend, gained him the
warimeft affeétions of all within that circle.

His name will not be recorded in hiftory amongft the
Beft Men, or the Beft Mhinifters, but much lefs ought it to
be ranked amongit the Worit,

M=z "PUL TNy
M B PULTENEY i formed by nature for {o-

cial and convivial pleafures---Refentment made him en-
gage in bufines, He had thought himfelf flighted by
Sir
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Sir Robert Walpole, to whom he publicly avowed not I
only revenge, but utter deftruction. - He had lively and
thining parts, a furprizing quicknefs of wit, and a happy
turn fo the moft amufing and entertaining kinds of poe-
try, as epigrams, ballads, odes, &c. in all which he
had an uncommon facility. His compofitions in that
way were fometimes fatyrical, often licentious, butalways
full of wit. |

He had a quick and clear conception of bufinefs, b
could equally detect and practice fophiftry---he could '
{tate and explain the moft intricate matters, even in
figures, with the utmoft perfpicuity. His parts were
rather above bufinefs, and the warmth of his imaginati-
on, joined to the impetuofity and reftleflnefs of his tem-
per, made him incapable of conducting it long together
with prudence and {teadinefs.

He was a moft complete orator and debator in the /
Houfe of Commons, eloquent, entertaining, perfuafive, i
ftrong, and pathetic, as occafion required ; for he had i
arguments, wit, and zears at his command. His breait I."
was the feat of all thofe paflions which degrade our i
nature and difturb our reafon. There they raged in a R
perpetual conflict, but Avarice, the meaneft of them all, IR
generally triumphed, ruled abfolutely, and in many
inftances, which I forbear to mention *, moft fcandaloufly.

His fudden paflion was outrageous, but fupported by
great perfonal courage.

e el o e B T o e

* One inftance, if he had known it, the charalterizer might not 13
have thought beneath his notice. ~ Vanity had often loudly infifted LB
that the Earl of Bath fhould have a burial-place amongit the illuftrious RIE
dead in Weftminfter Abbey, and had as often been called to order by 3
Avarice for the extravagant idea, But at length fhe carried her point i
by a lucky opportunity of not only bringing her adverfary over, but i '
of animating her in a caufe, which fhe now looked upon as her own,
from the flattering profpect of extending her triumph, which fhe
was already aflured would be felt * flrong in death,” even beyond
death itfelf. It was difcovered that in this receptacle of fallen gran-
deur there was a vaalt belonging to the family of Hatton, of which
there was but one life remaining. Lord Bath purchafed the reverfion
of this vault, which foon after became his property, and then fold
a divifion of it for the full fum he had given for the whole, with the
uufpeakable happinefs to forefee that his Right Honourable remnants
would rot with Royalty at free-coft.

Nothing
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Nothing exceeded his ambition but his avarice ; they
often accompany and are frequently and reciprocally
the caufes and the effects of each other, but the latter is
always a clog upon the former.

He affected good nature and compaflion, and perhaps
his heart might feel the misfortunes and. diftreffes of his
fellow-creatures, but his hand was feldom or never ftretch-
ed out to relieve them.

Though he was an able actor of truth and fincerity,
he could occafionally lay them afide to ferve the purpofes
of his ambition or avarice.

He was once in the greateft point of view that I ever
faw any fubject in. ~ When the -oppofition - of which he
was the leader in the Houfe ‘of Commons, prevailed at
laft againit Sir Robert Walpole, he- became the arbiter
between the Crown and the People : the former implor-
ing his protection, the latter-his fupport. In that critical
moment his various jarring, paflions - were in_the higheft
ferment, -and for .a while fufpended ' his ruling one.
Senfe of thame made him hefitate’ at turning; courtier
on a fudden, after having acted ‘the patriot fo long, and
with fo much applaufe, and: his pride made him declare
that he would acceptof no place, vainly imagining; that
he could by fuch a fimulated and temporary felf-denial
preferve his popularity with the people and his power at
court. He was miftaken in both. - The King hated him
almoftas much for what he might have done, as for what
he had done : and a motley miniftry was formed who by
no means defired his company.

The nation looked upon him as a deferter, and he
fhrunk into infignificancy and an earldom.

He made feveral attempts afterwards to retrieve the
popularity he had loft, but in vain=-his fituation would
not allow it---he was fixed in the Houfe of Lords, that
hofpital of incurables, and his retreat'to popularity ‘was
cut off-—-For the confidence of the people, when once
great, and once loft; is never to be regained---He lived
afterwards in retirement with the wretched comfort of
Horace's mifer.

Populus me fibilat e,

I may
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I may perhaps be fufpected:to have given too firong
colouring to fome features of this portrait 3 but I folemn-
ly proteft, that I have drawn it confcientioufly and to
the beft of my knowledge; from: very longiacquaintance
with ‘and obfervation of the original. Nay, I have rather
foftened than heightened the colouring.

LORD HARDWICKE.

L ORD HAR D W ICKE was perhaps the greateft
Magifirate that this country ever had.- He prefided in
the Court of Chancery above twenty years, and in all
that time none of his decrees were reverfed, nor the
juftnefs of them ever queftioned. Though avarice was
his ruling paflion, he was never in the leaft {ulpected of
any kind of corruption-—-a rare and meritorious -initance
of virtue and felf-denial, under the influence of fuch a
craving, infatiable, and increafing paflion !

He had great and clear parts; underftood, loved,
and cultivated the Belles Lettres.

He was an agreeable, eloquent {peaker in Parliament,
but not without fome little tin¢ture of the pleader.

Men are apt to miftake, or at leaft to feem to miftake
their own talents, in hopes perhaps of mifleading others
to allow them that which they are confcious they do not
poflefs. Thus Lord Hardwicke valued himfelf more up-
on being a great Minifter of flate, which he certainly
was not, than upon being a great Magiftrate, which he
certainly was.

All his notions were clear, but non¢ of them great.
Good order and domeftic details were his proper depart-
ment. ‘The great’ and fhining parts of government,
though not above his parts to conceive, were above his
timidity to undertake.

By great and lucrative employments, during the courfe
of thirty years, and by flill greater parfimony, he ac-
quired an immenfe fortune, and eftablifhed his numerous
family in profitable poits and advantageous alliances.

Though he had been Solicitor and Attorney General,
he was by no means what is called a prerogative lawyer

-—he
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---he loved the conflitution, and maintained the juft pre-
rogative of the crown, but without firetching it to the
oppreffion of the people.

He was naturally humane, moderate, and decent,
and when by his former employments he was obliged to
profecute ftate-criminals, he difcharged that duty in a very
different manner from moft of his predeceflors, who were
too juftly called the Blood-hounds of the Crown.

He was a chearful and inftruétive companion, humane
in his nature, decent in his manners, unftained with
any vice (Avarice excepted) a very Great Magifirate,
but by no means a Great Minifter.

Mgr. F O X
MR. HENRY FOX was ayounger brother of

the loweft extraction. His father, Sir Stephen Fox, made
a confiderable fortune, fome how or other, and left him a
fair younger brother’s portion, which he foon fpent in the
common vices of youth, gaming included. Thisobliged
him to travel for fome time. = While abroad, he met
with a very falacious Englithwoman, whofe liberality re-
trieved his fortune, with feveral circumitances, more to
the honor of his vigour than his morals.

When he returned, though by education a Jacobite,
he attached himfelf to Sir Robert Walpole, and was one
of his ableft ¢leves. He had no fixed principles either of
religion or morality, and was too unweary in rdiculing
and exploding them.

He had very great abilities and indefatigable induftry
in bufinefs, great fkill in managing, that is, in corrupt-
ing, the Houfe of Commons, and a wonderful dexterity
in attaching individuals to himfelf. He promoted, en-
couraged, and practifed their vices; he gratified their
avarice, or fupplied their profufion. He wifely and
punctually performed whatever he promifed, and moft
liberally rewarded their attachment and dependance. By
thefe and all other means that can be imagined, he

made himfelf many perfonal friends and political depend-

ants.
He
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He was a moft difagreeable {peaker in parliament,
inelegant in his language, hefitating and ungraceful in
his elocution, but fkilful in difcerning the temper of
the houfe, and in knowing when and how to prefs or to
yield.

A conftant goed-humour and feeming franknefs made
him a welcome companion in focial life, and in all do-
meftic relations he was good-natured.

As he advanced in life, his ambition became fubfer-
vient to his avarice. His early profufion and diffipation
had made him feel the many inconveniencies of want,
and, as it often happens, carried him to the contrary and
worle extreme of corruption and rapine.  Rem, quocun-
que modo rem became his maxim, which he obferved (I
will not fay religioufly and fcrupuloufly) but invariably
and fhamefully.

He had not the leaft notion of, or regard for, the
public good or the conflitution, but defpifed thofe cares,
as the objeéts of nmarrow minds, or the pretences of in-
terefied ones. And he lived, as Brutus died, calling
Virtue only a name.

Mg —-Palak .T'
MR. PITT owed hisrife to the moft confiderable

pofts and power in this kingdom, fingly to his own abi-
flities. In him they fupplied the want of birth and for-
tune, which latter, in others, too often fupply the want
of the former. He was a younger brother of a very
new family, and his fortune was only an annuity of one
hundred pounds a year.

The army was his original deftination, and a cornetcy
of horfe his firft and only commiffion in it.  Thus
unaffifted by favour or fortune, he had no powerful pro-
teftor to introduce him into bufinefs, and (f I may ufe
that expreflion) to do the honors of his parts---but their
own firength was fully fufficient.

His conftitution refufed him the ufual pleafures, and
his genius forbid him the idle diffipations, of youth, for
{0 early asat the age of fixteen he was the martyr of an

hereditary

e S
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hereditary gout. ~ He therefore employed the leifure
which that tedious and painful diftemper either procured
- or allowed him in acquiring a great fund of premature
and ufeful knowledge. Thus by the unaccountable re-
lation of caufes and effects, what feemed the greateft
misfortune of his life was perhaps the principal caufe of
its {plendor.

His private life was ftained by no vice, nor fullied
by any meannefs. -All his fentiments were liberal and
elevated. His ruling paffion was an unbounded ambiti-
on, which when fupported by great abilities, and crown-
ed with great {uccefs, make what the world calls a Great
Man.

ke was haughty, imperious, impatient of contradicti-
on,.and overbearing-~qualities. which too.often accom-
pany, but always clog, great ones.

He had manners and _addrefs, but one might difcern
through them- toor great a - conicioufnefs of his own
fuperior talents.

He was a mofl agreeable and lively companion in
focial life, and had fuch a verfatility of wit, that he could
adapt it to all forts of converfation. He had alfo a moft
happy turn to poetry; but he feldonrindulged, and fel-
dom avowed it.

He came young into Parliament, and upon that great
theatre he-foon requalled the cldeft-and “the ableft attors.
His eloquence was of ' everykind; and he excelled - in the
argumentative, ias iwell -in the declamatory’ way. - But
his invectives were terrible, -and uttered with fiich energy
of diction, -and fuch dignity of adtion and ¢countenance,
that he intimidated thofe who were the moft willing .and
the beft able to encounter him.* . Their arms fell -out of
their -hands;~and - they fhrunk under the afcendant which
his genius gained over their’s.

In that- Aflembly,’ where public-good is o mnich italked
of, and private intereft: fingly purfued, he fet out.with
acting the patriot, -and perforined that-part  {o-ably, that
he was adopted by the public as: their: chief; -or rather
their only unfufpeted, champion,

* Hume Campbell and Lord Mansfield.
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The weight of his popularity and his univerfally ac-
knowledged abilities obtruded him upon King George
the fecond, to whom he was perfonally obnoxious. He
was made Secretary of ‘State, In this difficult and deli-
cate fituation, which one would have thought muft have
reduced either the patriot, or the minifter, to a decifive
option, - he managed with fuch ability, that while he
ferved the King more effe¢tually in his'moft unwarrantable
electoral views than any former minifter, however wil-
ling, had dared to do, he fiill preferved all his credit and
popularity ‘with the public, whom he aflured and con-
vinced that the protection and, defence of Hanover with
an army of f{eventy-five thoufand men in Britith pay,
was the only poflible method of fecuring our pofiefiions
or acquifitions in North America---So much eafier is it to
leceive than toundeceive mankind.

His dwn difinteréftednefs, dnd-even contempt of mo-
ney, fmoothed . his way to power, and prevented  or
{ilenced a great fhare of ‘that envy which commonly at-
tends'it. » Moft men think that ‘they have an equal natu-
ral right to riches, and- equal abilities to make a proper
ufe -of them, . But mot very many of them "have :the
impudence to think themfelves qualified for power.

Upon the -whole he will make 'a great and fhining
figure in the'annals of this cotntry 5 notwithitanding the
blot which his acceptance of three thoufand pounds per
arinur penfion for three lives, upon his voluntary relig-
nation of the Seals, in the firft year of the prefent King,
muft:make:in hig charaéter; efpecially as to the difintérefted
part of it.-==However it muit be: acknowlédged, that he
had thofe !qualities ‘which- none but a -Great/Man -can
have, with- a mixture of fome of thofe failings, which
aré the’ common 'lot of wretched and 'imperfect human
patuare,

EXTRACTS




EXTRACTS FROM ORIGINAL LETTERS,

WRITTEN BY LORD CHESTERFIELD.

IL [Voltaire] ne peut pas s'empécher de
larder tout ce qu'il ecrit, & qu'il feroit mieux de fuppri-
mer ; puifqu’ au bout du compte on ne doit pas troubler
Iordre etabli. Que chacun penfe comme il veut, ou
plutét comme il peut, mais qul ne commumque pas
fes idées, dés quelles font d’une nature 3 pouvoir troub-
ler le repos de la focieté.

Sont les chofes qui me retiennent ' ne-
ceflairement cette année d’un pals que ]amu, beaucoup
dans un pais que franchement je n’aime guéres,

Londres

L E Chevalier Robert eft parti aujourd
hui pour fa terre, chargé des depouilles & dela haine du
public. ~Arraché au roi par la majorité du Parlement, &
au meme tems impudement comblé de nouvelles marques
de fa faveur, comme, titre de Comte, penfion confidera-
ble, des charges i vie pour fes amis et dependans, et le
pas de Vicomtefle pour une fille batarde, et qu’il a eue
du vivant de {a premiere femme.  Tous ces excés ont
animé le public contre lut plus que jamais-<<f1 bien que
{a retraite n’a pas la mine détre forte tranquille

J E vous dirai naturellement, mais ceft
abfolument entre nous, que Monfieur fon fils [le fils de
Miladi Hervey] dont vous me demandez ‘le charactere,
n’en a point du tout.  Cleft un petit freluquet, une petite
fille frivole, fans efprit, mais avec beaucoup d’humeur.

J'A 1 wvegeté toute cette année ici, fans
plaifirs, & fans peines. Mon age & ma furdite me def-
fendent les premiers : ma philofophie, ou peut-étre mon
Ttmpudment(uu on s’y trompe fouvent) me gﬂ.l‘ﬂiltlt des
dernieres. Je tire toujours le meilleur parti que je puis
des amufemens tranquilles du Jardinage, de la Promena-
de, & dela Lecture ; moyennant quol, jattends la mort,
{ans la {fouhaiter, ou fans la craindre.

F-1N I,
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