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MISCELLANEOUS PIECES . V. VI 3t
Bat it is certain, that to come fome way or other at the

intrinfic weight of the individuals who compofe our legif-lature, and to diftinguifh exaftly betwixt that intrinfic
weight, and the extraneous weight they may be apt toacquire, would greatly tend to preferve a due equiiibri-um, between the colledtive bodies that form our confti-tution.

I muft own, many difficulties occur to me in this un-
dertaking but , as I am unwearied in my endeavours
for the good of my country , I will turn this matter in my
thought , tili I have reduced it to fome method that may
appear to me to be pracucable , when I fhall not fail com-
municating it to.the world, for the good of pofterity. Inthe mean time, I fhall think myfelf obliged to any inge-
nious perfon who fhall fend me his thoughts upon this
fubjedt, and help me to afcertain the due weight of every
individual, as well as a true method of coming at it.

VI.

COMMON SENSE.

Saturday , February 26, 1737. N9 4.HP
AHE Romans ufed to fay, ex pede Hercuhm, or, youmay know Hercules by his foot , intimating , that one

may commonly judge of the whole by a part . I confefs,
I am myfelf very apt to judge in this manner , and may,
without pretending to an uncommon fhare of fagacity,fay, that I have very feldom found myfelf miftaken in it.
It is impoffible not to form to one's felf fome opinion ofpeople the firft time one fees them , from their air and
drefs ; and a fuit of cloaths has often informed me, withthe utmoft certainty , that the wearer had not common
fenfe. The Greeks (to difplay my learning) faid iV*t :o>*»»?, or, the drefs Ihews the man ; and it is certain, that
of all trifling things , there is none by which people fomuch difcover their natural turn of mind , as by their
drefs. In greater matters they proceed more cautioufly,
nature is difguifed, and weaknefTes are concealed by art
or imitation 5 but in drefs they give a loofe to their fancy,
and by declaring it an immaterial thing , though at thefame time they do not think it fo, promife themfelves at

leaft
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leaft impunity , in their greateft oddnefles, and wildert
exceffes. I fhall therefore, in diis paper , confider the
fubjett of drefs, by certain piain rules of common fenfe,
which I fhall ftriclly charge and require all perfons to ob~-
ferve.

As drefs is more immediately the province, not to fay
the pleafure, not to fay the care, not to fay the whole
ftudy , of the fair fex, I make my firft application to
them ; and I humbly beg their indulgence, if the rules I
fhall lay down fhould prove a little contrary to thofe they
have hitherto prafhfed . There is a proper drefs for
every rank , age and figure, which thofe who deviate
from , are guilty of petty -treafon againft common fenfe 5
to prevent which crime fcr the future , I have fome
thoughts of difpofmg, in proper parts of the town, a
certain number of babies in the ftatutable drefs, for each
rank , age, and figure, which, like the 25Ü1 of Edward
III , fhall reduce that matter to a precifion.

Drefs, to be fenfible, muft be properly adapted to the
perfon, as in writing , the ftyle muft be fuited to the fub-
jedr., which image may not unaptly be carried on through
the feveral branches of it. I am far from objecYmg to the
magnificence of apparel , in thofe whofe rank and fortune
juftify and allow it ; on the contrary , it is a ufeful piece
of luxury, by which the poor and the induftrious are en-
abled to live, at the expence of the rieh and the idle. I
would no more have a woman of quality dreffed in dog-
grel, than a farmer 's wife in heroics. But I hereby notify
to the profufe wives of induftrious tradefmen and honeft
yeomen , that all they get by dreffing above themfelves,
is theenvy and hatred of their inferiors and their equals,
with the contempt and ridicule of their fuperiors.

To thofe of the firft rank in birth and beauty , I re-
commend a noble fimplicity of drefs ; the fubjedt fup-
ports itfelf, and wants none of the borrowed helps of ex-
ternal ornaments . Beautifui nature may be disfigured,
but cannot be improved , by art ; and as I look upon a
very handfome woman to be the fineft fubjeft in nature,
her drefs ought to be epic, modeft , noble, and entirely
free from the modern tinfei. I therefore prohibit all con-
cetti, and luxuriances of fancy , which only depreciate fo
noble a fubjedt ; and I muft do the handfomeft women I
know , thejuftice to fay, that they keep the cleareft from

thefe
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thefe extravagances. Delia's good fenfe appears even in
her drefs, which fhe neither ftudies nor neglecls ; but , by
a decent and modelt conformity to the fafhion, equaliy
fhuns the triumphant pageantry of an over-bearing beau-
ty , ortheinfolent negligence of a confcious one.

As for thofe of an inferior rank of beauty , fuch as
are only pretty women, and whofe charms refult rather
from a certain air and je ne fau quoi in their vvhole com-
pofition, than from any dignity of figure, or fymmetry
of features, I allow them greater licences in their own
Ornaments, becaufe their iubjedt not being of the fub-
limeft kind, may receive fome advantages from the ele-
gancy of ftyle, and the variety of images. I therefore,
permit them to drefs up to all the flights and fancies of
thefonnet , fhemadrigal , and fuch like minor compofiti-
ons. Flavia may ferve for a model of this kind ; her Or¬
naments are her amufement , not her care ; though fhe
fhines in all the gay and glittering images of drefs, the
prettinefe of the fubject Warrants all the wantonnefs of the
fancy. And if fhe owes them a luftre, which it may be,
fhe would not have without them, fhe returns them
graces they could find no where elfe.

There is a third fort, who, with a perfecl: neutrality of
face, are neither handfome nor ugly , and who have no¬
thing to recommend them, but a certain fmart and gen-
teel turn of little figure, quick and lively. Thefe I can-
not indulge in a higher ftyle than the epigram , which
fhould be neat, clever, and unadorned , the whole to
lie in the fting ; and where that lies, is unneceffary tomention.

Having thus gone through the impqrtant article of
drefs, with relation to the three clafTes of my country-
women, who alone canbe permitted to drefs at all, viz.
the handfome, the pretty , and the genteel , I muft add,
that this privilege is limited .by common fenfe to a cer¬
tain number of years, beyond which no woman can be
any one of the three . I therefore require, that , when
turned of thirty , they abate of the vigor of their drefs :
and that , when turned of forty , they utterly lay afide all
thoughts of it. And as an inducement to them fo to do,
I do moft folemnly alfure them , that they may make
themfelves ridiculous, but never defirable by it . When
they are once arrived at the latitude of forty , the propi-Vol . II. D tious
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tious gales are over ; let them gain the firft port , and lay
afide their rigging.

I come now to a melancholy fubjec"t, and upon which
the freedom of my advice, 1 fear, will not be kindly
taken ; but as the caufe of common fenfe is moft highly
concerned in it, I (hall proceed without regard to the
confequences. I mean the ugly, and, I am forry to fay
it, fo numerous a part of my countrywomen , I muft , for
their own fakes, treat them with fome rigor, to fave them
not only from the public ridicule, but indignation . Their
drefs muft not rife above piain humble profe 5 and any
attempts beyond it, amount at beft to the mock-heroic,
and excite laughter . An ugly woman fhould by all
means avoid any ornament , that may draw eyes upon
her, which Ihe will entertain fo ill. But if ihe endea-
vours, by dint of drefs, to cram her deformity down
mankind , the infolence of the undertaking is refented ;
and when a Gorgon curls her fnakes to charm the town,
fhe would have no reafon to complain if Ihe loft head and
all, by the hand of ferne avenging Perfeus. Ugly wo¬
men, who may rriore properly be called a third fex, than
a part of the fair one, -fhould publicly renounce all
thoughts of their perfons, and turn their minds another
way ; they fhould endeavour to be honeft, good-humour-
ed gentlemen, they may amufe themfelves with field
fports, and a chearful glafs, and , if they could get into
parliament , I fhould, for my own part , have no obje&i-on to it. Should I be afked how a woman fhall know
fhe is ugly, and take her meafures accordingly ; I anfwer,
that , in order to judge right , fhe muft not believe her
eyes, but her ears, and if they have not heard very warm
addreffes and applications, fhe may depend upon it, it
was the deformity , and not the feverity, of her counte-
nance, that prevented them.

There is another fort of ladies, whofe daily infults up¬
on common fenfe call for the ftrongeft corre&ion, and
who may moft properly be ftyled old oft'enders. Thefe
are the fexagenary fair ones, and upwards , who, whether
they were handfome or not in the läft Century, ought at
leaft in this to reduce themfelves to a decency and gravityof drefs fuited to their years, Thefe offenders are exceed-
ingly numerous : witnefs all the public places, where they
exhibit whatever art and drefs can do, to make them

com-
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compieatly ridiculous. I have often obferved feptua-
genary great-grandmothers adorned, as they thoughtj
with all the colours of the rainbow, while in reality they
looked more like the decayed worms in the midft of
their own filks. Nay , I have feen them proudly dif-
play withered necks, fhriveled and decayed like their
marriage-fettlements, and which no hand , but the cold
hand of time, had vifited thefe forty years. The utmoft
indulgence I can allow here, is extreme cleanlinefs, that
they may not offend more fenfes than the fight ; but for
the drefs, it muft be confined to the elegy and the trifiibus*

What has been faid with relation to the fair fex, holds
true with relation to the other , only with Hill greater re-
ftrictions, as fuch irregularities are lefs pardonable in men
than in ladies. A reafonable compliance with the fafhion
is no difparagement to the beft underftanding , and an
affedted fingularity would ; but an excefs, beyond what
age, rank , and charadter will juftify , is one of the worft
ligns the body can hang out, and will never tempt peo-
ple to call in. I fee with indulgence the youth of our na-
tion finely bound, and gilt on the back, and wifh they
were lettered into the bargain . I forgive them the unna->
tural fcantinefs of their wigs, and the immoderate dimen-
fions of their bags, in confideration that the fafhion has
prevailed, and that the oppofitionof afew toit would be
the greater affedtation of the two . Though , bytheway»
I very much doubt whether they are all of them gainers by
fhewing their ears ; for it is faid that Midas, after a cer-
tain accident, was the judicious inventer of long wigs.
But then thefe luxuriancies of fancy muft fubfide, when
age and ranke all upon judgment to check its exerefeences
and irregularities.

I cannot conclude this paper , without an animadverfi-
on upon one prevailing folly, of which both fexes are
equally guilty , and which is attended with real ill confe-
quences to the nation ; I mean that rage of foreign foppe-
ries, by which fo confiderable a fum of ready money is
annually exported out of the kingdom , for things which
ought not to be fuffered to be imported even gratis. In
order therefore to prevent , as far as I am able, this ab-
furd and mifchievous practice, I hereby fignify, that I will
fhew a greater indulgence than ordinary to thofe, who
only expofe themfelves in the manufadures of their own

D z , country ;
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country ; and that they fhall enjoy a connivance, in the
nature of a drawback , to thofe exceffes, which other-
wife I fhall not tolerate.

I muft add , that if it be fo genteel to copy the French,
even in their weakneffes, I ihouLd humbly hope it might
be thought {tili more fo, to imitate them where they real-
ly deferve imitation, which is, in preferring every thing
of their own to every thing of other people's. A French-
man , who happened to be in England , at the time of the
lad total eclipfe of the fim, affured the people, whom he
faw looking at it with attention , that it was not to be
compared to a French eclipfe : would fome of our fine
women emulate that fpirit, and affert, as they might do
with much more truth , that the foreign manufadtures are
not to be compared to the Englifh , fuch a declaration
would be worth two or three hundred thoufand pounds a
year to the kingdom , and operate more effedtually than
all the laws made for that purpofe. The Roman ladies
got the Oppian law, which reftrained their drefs, repeal-
ed, in fpite of the unwearied oppofition of the eider Ca-
to . I exhort the Britifh lädies to exert their power to
better purpofes, and to revive, by their credit, the trade
and manufaftures of their own country , in fpite of the
fupine negligence of thofe, whofe more immediate care
it ought to be to cultivate and promote them.

VII.

C O M M O N SENSE.

_ Saturday , April 30, 1737. N ° 14.rri
X HOSE , who attack the fundamental laws of vir-

tue and morality, urge the uncertainty of them, and al-
Iedge their variations in different countries, and even in
different ages in the fame countries. Morality , fay they,.
islocal , and confequently an imaginary thing, fincewhat
is rejecl:ed in one cHmate as a vice, is praftifed in ano-
ther as a virtue ; and according to them, the voice of na¬
ture fpeaks as many different languages as there
are nations in the workL

The


	Seite 31
	Seite 32
	Seite 33
	Seite 34
	Seite 35
	Seite 36

