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MISCELLANEOUS PIECES . IX. X. 51
honor and bifhops, who fhall aft in joint commiflion in
this important affair ; fince the firft are the beft judges of
wit and modefty , the latter of morality and religion, in
this kingdom . Yours,

A. Z.

X.

COMMON SENSE.
Saturday , July 16, 1737. N ö 25.

It is the complaint of moft men, who have lived any
time in the wodd, that the prefent age is much degene-
rated in its morals within the memory of man . I am
afraid this complaint is not altogether without foundation.
That there has been a gradual decay of public fpirit for
fome years, cannot be denied ; and which owes its ori¬
ginal, if I am not very much miftaken , to our party di-vifions.

There is a particular maxim among parties, which
alone is fufficient to corrupt a whole nation ■, which is, to
countenance and proteft the moft infamous fellows, who
happen to herd amongft them . There is no man, let his
private charafter be ever fo fcandalous, that can be of
fome ufe to ferve a turn , but immediately grows to be a
man of confequence with his party.

It is fomething ftiocking to common fenfe, to fee the
man of honor and the knave , the man of parts and the
blockhead, put upon an equal foot ; which is often the
cafe amongft parties. In the ftruggles that happen about
eledtions, when-fome candidate of a fair charadter has
been fet up on one fide, how often have you feen the moft
abandoned knave of the other party put up to oppofe
him, and both fupported with equal zeal ! Parties will al-
ways find fomething or other, in the worft of men, to
reconcile them to the obnoxious parts of their characters.
He that has fenfe enough to diftinguifh right from wrong,
can make a noife ; nay, the lefs fenfe, the more obfti-
nacy, efpecially in a bad caufe, and the greater knave,
the more obedient to his leaders, efpecially when they
are playing the rogue. Thefe are the beft tools, and
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52 LORD C II ESTERFIEL D'S
fuch are the qualities neceffary for putting in execution
the bad meafures, which the corrupt leaders of parties in-
tend to carry on, if they are uppermoft.

Party zeal changes the name of things ; black is white,
vice is virtue, a bribe in an office is called a perquifite,
and the moft ftudied and concerted fraud, that can enter
into the head of the moft thorough -paced knave, (hall be
voted a little negligence. In fine, party merit takes
away all blots and ftains out of the blackeft chara£ters •,
and he that defervesto be hanged, by all laws human and
divine, for his conduct in private life, may , at the fame
time, be an angel with his party.

Mendax , while he held an office in the ftate, is dete&ed
in a little mean fraud, for Mendax was of a compleftion fo
delicate, and had fomething in his confcience fo fcrupu-
loufly nice, that he fancied he wronged his family, if he
did not play the rogue whenever any thing was to be got
by it ; but, however, Mendax , in a public capacity , has
been always true to the troop . The chiefs of the party
having met , to confider how to behave with refpedt to
Mendax in this critical junfture , all the men of honor
amongft them were for giving him up, and even joined in
any punifhment that might be laid upon him, in order to
convince the world, that they would not protect the man
that had wronged his country ; but a veteran , who was
grown old in all the iniquitouspra &ices of party , and who
had acquired authority by his experience, was quite of
another opinion. " Mendax, " fays he, " has always been" an adtive member of the caufe : and what have we to
" do with his morals, or his honor ?" adding , " The man
*' that is true to the troop muft always be lkreened , let
** him be guilty of what he will."

Thus , by the deteftable politics of party , Mendax was
countenanced and careiTed under the infamy of a moft
fcandalous fraud ; and lived to do his country more mif-
chief, by the corruption which he afterwards fpread
through it, than a famine, a plague, or a war could havedorle.

If we look back into the hiftory of a few years paft,
we fhall find that the immenfe eftates that have been made,
by the numerous fraudulent proje&s with which this vir-
tuous age has abounded , have been by perfons who pre-
tended to be zealous party men, and have gone great
Jengths in party : nay, fome have been fo cunning as to
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fhift fides, and go over to the ftrongeft , juft before they
have refolved to ftrike fome bold ftroke , wifely fecuring a
good retreat before they enter upon adtion ; fo that I
have often thought , that a ftrong party is the fame thing
to a cheat, that a ftrong ifland in the Weft -Indies is to a
pirate, a place of fafety to lay up all he has ftolen.

As I have intitled my paper, Common Senfe, the pub¬
lic may depend upon it, that I fhall not write the fenfe of
a party, becaufe common fenfe muft be free from all pre-
judice, and party fenfe is obferved to be rarely fo. I will
farther add , that I take common fenfe and common ho-
nefty to be fo near akin , that , whenever I fee a man turn
knave, I fhall not ftick to pronounce him a fool. I have
the experience of the times in which I have lived, to juf-
tify me in this opinion. I never knew a man, that fet
out with good principles, and afterwards became a prof-
titüte to men in power, but fome creature of a little, nar-
row, mean underftanding . A piece of ribbon, or a
word added to a name, fhall reconcile a fool to the moft
deftruftive meafures, that the moft corrupt minifter or
minifters can enter upon ; but common fenfe has fome
modefty ; it has a fenfe of fhame, and cannot act in di-
rect oppofition to truth and honor.

But I am farther of opinion, that , if a writer fhould at
this time expedt to make his way in the world, and to be-
come populär , by running violently into all the prejudices
of a party, he would meet with a reception from the
public, very different from what he expedted. Party pre-
judice is not the fame thing it was. The malignity of
the diftemper is worn out ; and it muft be a fmgular
pleafure to a man who loves his country , to find that
thofe two odious diftincYions of Whig and Tory , with
which we formerly reproached one another, are ufed no
more. All men unplaced, and unpenfioned , talk and
think alike ; and we fee gentlemen , who were bred up
in oppofite principles, and , though in other refpects men
of honor, had imbibed all the prejudices of their refpec-
tive parties, now meet and Ihake hands, and , upon com-
paring notes, wonder that they had ever differed: and what
makes it more extraordinary , is that all this fhould hap-
pen without being reproached , either by their country, or
their particular friends, of changing their principles;
which fhews there is fomething in an honeft and an up-
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right conduft , that will carry it through the world, and
fupport it againft all the fuggeftions that calumny can in-
vent.

I will not fay, that it is profperity that has wrought this
great change. 1 am afraid this union of minds is not
owing to a univerfal content of the nation : the caufes of
it are too well known to need any explanation ; but, be
it as it will, it is certain that the eure of any grievances that
may fall upon us can comefrom nothing eile but this Uni¬
on. This is not only my opinion ; it is certainly the opi-
nion of thofe whofe fafety, next to the corruption of the
times , depends upon our divifions.

When a nation is divided againft itfelf, how great muft
be the providence that muft fave it from finking ! When
the people are broken into parties and factions, worrying
and reviling one another , what a fine harveft it yields to
the common enemy ! If I ftiould be alked, who is that
common enemy ? I Ihall only anfwer, that there are ban-
ditti in time of peace as well as in time of war ; there
are free-booters, who are not regularly lifted on either
fide, and who, while both fides are engaged againft each
other, will certainly plunder the nation.

I will only fay, beware of thofe, who are labouring to
keep alive the animofities of party : it is true, they have
laboured in vain, and Providence has fo confounded their
devices, that they have united us by the very methods
they took to keep us afunder ; but they have not yet
given up the game for loft. They are continually throw-
ing out bones of contention ; they are raking up thedy-
ing embers of party , in hopes of kindling a new flame.

There is a fet of men, who are governed by no prin-
ciples, and have no friends or followers, but fuch as are
attached to them for mercenary ends. Thefe afiume to
themfelves the name of a party , though they do not car¬
ry fo much as the appearance of it : it is they, who are
for fomenting divifions, in hopes that , when the madnefs
of party fhall again feize the people, both fides will by
turns fall in with them, in order to be revenged and
undo each other, which will fave a great deai in bribes;
a method of doing bufinefs, which muft have an end,
when there is no money left in the nation . But it hap-
pens, that they have been fo awkward in concealing their
foul play , that all the world has feen through it ; and it
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looks as if Providence had infatuated their cunning, with
a kind intention of putting us upon our guard , and of
rouzing that äntient fpirit of our people, which has pre-
ferved this nation, when any encroachments have been
made upon its liberties.

But though there may be no dangerous defigns at pre-
fent, and the whole body of the people may entertain
the farne opinion of the good intentions and of the great
abilities of our prefent fet of minifters as they really me-
xit, yet it is not amifs to have our eyes about us. Poli-
tical jealoufy is infeparable from the minds of good pa-
triots ; it is their duty to be watchful for the public, and
fufpicious of the defigns of men in power. A certain
degree of this jealoufy is abfolutely neceffary to be kept
up at all times, for the prefervation of überty . This jea¬
loufy, I fay, is our great fecurity ; and it cannot decay
tili public fpirit decays.

The individuals of that great body called the peopleare
fo taken up with their feveral avocations, that they are
not always at leifure to examine well the defigns of men
in power, and to fee through thofe difguifes, which they
endeavour to throw over bad meafures •, therefore it is the
duty of every private man to give the alarm whenever
he perceivcs any thing doing, which muft have a tenden-
■cy to alter and impair that plan of government , under
which we and our anceftors have lived free.—And this we
propofe fhall be partly the bufinefs of this paper.

The adverfarjes, that ja all probability will oppofe us
in this defign, are not rrrach to be feared. That paper,
which is looked upon as the work of the greateft wits,
and moft profound politicians of the faftion , for they are
not to be called a party , might be excelled by the loweft
produftions in Grub-ftreet ; yet here you fee all the good
fenfe that is amongft them, and it would be reafon enough
for making the people üneafy , if they fhould have a notion
that the public affairs wer-e to be managed by fuchhands
as publifh the moft idle, the moft inconfiftent , and moft
flavifh fchemes of politics, that the world ever faw.

I cannot help thinking , that they have taken up a no¬
tion, that the only qualification of a political writer is a
hardy and intrepid manner of aflerting what is not, and
of denying what is. As to their profligate manner of
endeavouring to turn public fpkit into ridicule, they have

done
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done it with fo little wit, that they have not been able to
gain the very laughers on tbeir fide. Thanks be to their
dulnefs, it rifes againft their oppofition : he that laughs
with them,muft laugh without a jeft , and therefore, as of-
ten as I faw my predeceflbrs employ their wit againft thofe
who never ufed that weapon againft them, I own I did
not look upon it as very generous in them ; methinks , if
I were mafter of that weapon called wit, I fnould be as
much dfharned of drawing it againft an Ofborne, or a
Walfingham , as I fhould of drawing a fword againft anaked man.

Upon the whole, though I have promifed never to be
dull with defign, yet I would not have the public exped
much from me at fuch times as I mall be drawn into a dif-
pute with that paper, which has a mob of Swifs writers
to fupport it 5 it is a Briareus with an hundred hands, but
not one head : and as there is neither conduc\ , nor order,
nor difcipline, nor honor amongft them, they will be as
eaüly defeated as any other rabble.

XI.

COMMON ^ SENSE,

Saturday , Auguft ^o, 1737. N ° 30.

TPhOUGH the feparation of the parliament generally
fufpends the vigor of political altercations, I doubt it
creates domeftic ones, not lefs fharp and acrimonious;
and , poffibly, the individuals of both houfes may find as
warm debates at home, as any they have met with dur-
ing the courfe of the fefllon.

Their motion for adjourning into the country , is I be-
lieve, feldom feconded by their wives and daughters and
if at laft they carry it, it is more by the exertion of their
'authcritv, than by the cogency of their reafoning.

This
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