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MISCELLANEOUS PIECES . XIX. qq

XIX.

COMMON SENSE.

Saturday , Nov . ii , 1738. N ° 93.

EvERY age has its fafhionable follies, as well as its
fafhionable vices : but , as follies are more numerous than
vices, they change oftner,and every four or five years pro-ducea new one. I will indulge my fellow-fubjects in the
füll enjoyment of fuch follies, as are inoffenlive in them-
felves, and in their confequences. Men , as well as child-
ren, muft have their play-things : but when ha nuga feria
ducunt in mala, (thefe trifles lead on to real evils) I (hall
take the liberty to interpofe, reprefent, and cenfure.

Fafhion, which is always at firft the offspring of little
minds, and the child of levity, gains ftrength and fup-
port by the great number of its relations, tili at length it
is received and adopted by better underftandings , who
either conform to it to avoid fingularity , or who are fur-
prized into it, from want of attention to an objecl , which
they look upon as indifferent in itfeif, and fo dignify and
eftablifh the folly.

This is the cafe of a prefent prevailing extravagancy,I mean the abfurd and ridiculous Imitation of the French,
which is now become the epidemical diftemper of this
kingdom: not confined to thofe only, from whom one
expects no better, but it has even infeded thofe whom
one fhould have thought much above fuch weakneffes;andI behold with indignaticn the fturdy conquerors of
rrance fhrunk and dwindled into the imperfedt mimics,
or ridiculouscaricaturas, of all its levity. The traveßyisuni-
verfal; poor England produces nothing fit to eat, or
drink, or wear. Our cloaths, our furniture , nay our
rood too, all is to come from France , and I am credibly
mtormed that a poulterer at Calais now actually fupplies
°ur polite tables with half their provifions.

H 2 Ido



100 LORD CHESTERFIEL D' S

I do not mean to undervalue the French ; I know their
merit , they are a chearful, induftrious, ingenious, polite
people, and have many things in which I wifh we did
imitatethem . But, like true mimics, we only ape their
imperfections, and aukwardly copy thofe parts, which
all reafonable Frenchmen themfelves contemn in the Ori¬
ginals.

If this folly went no farther than di'fguifing both our
meats and ourfelves in the French raodes, I fhould bear
it with more patience, and content myfelf with repre-
fenting only to ray country folks, that the one would
make them fick, and the other ridiculous : but when evert
the materials for the folly are to be brought over front
France too, it becomes a much more ferious confideration.
Our trade and manufactures are at ftake, and what feems
at firft only very filly, is in truth a great national evtl,
and a piece of civil immorality.

There is furely fome obedience dueto the laws of the
land, which ftriftly prohibit the importation of thefe
fooleries, and , independently of thofe laws, there is a
ftrong Obligation upon every member of a fociety from
which he himfelf receives fo many advantages : thefe are
moral duties, if 1 know what moral duties are, but I
prefume they are aukward ones, and not fit to reftrain
the unbounded fancy of fine gentlemen and fine ladies,
in their drefs and manner of living •, and it is, certainly,
much more reafonable, that our trade fhould decay, and
our manufaftures ftarve, than that people of tafte and
conditition fhould content themfelves with the wretched
produce of their own country.

Methinks there is fomething very mean in being fuch
avowed plagiaries, and I wonder the Britifh fpirit will
fubmit to it . Why will our countrymen thus diftruft
themfelves ? Let them exert their own genius and inven-
tion, and I make no doubt but they will be able to produce
as many original extravagancies, as all the marlhals of
France can do. How much more glorious would it be
for thofe ladies who eftablifh the fafhion here, to confider
at the fame time their own dignity , and the public good!
Let them not fervilely copy or tranflate French ediäs,
but let them enacl original laws of their own. I look up¬
on the birth-day cloaths of a fine woman to be the ftatute
of drefs for that year : andj by the way, the only ftatute
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which is complied with. I therefore humbly intreat, that
it may be enacted in Englifh . Serioufly, if three or
four ladies, at the head of the fafhion, would but value
themfelves upon being cloathed entirely with the manu-
factures of their own country , and fiom the plenitude of
their own power, pronounce all foreign manufaciures un-
genteel, aukward, and frippery , the legions, who drefs
under their banner, would foon be as much afliamed of
drefling againft their country, as they are now of being
thought even natives of it. This would be moreover the
real imitation of the French , who like nothing but theirown.

What I have faid with relation to my fair countrywo-
men holds equally true , as to my fine countrymen , to
whomI cannot help hinting , over and above, that they
make very ridiculous Frenchmen , and might be very va-
luable Englifhmen. Every nation has its diitinguifhing
mark and charafteriftic . If we have a folidity, which
the French have not, they moft certainly have an elafti-
city, which we have not and the imitation is equally auk¬ward. Horace juftly calls imitators fervum pecus(flaviih
cattle); and , to do him juftice , he is himfelfan original. If
my countrymen would be thought converfant with Ho¬race, as the moft of them would be, I am fure they will
find in him no inftance of foppery , luxury , or profufion.We have heard with fatisfadtion that fome confider-
able perfons in this kingdom , from a juft and becoming
concern for our diftrefTed tradefmen and manufa&urers,
difcountenance, as far as poffible, this pernicious folly.
And though I make no doubt but, at the end of this long
mourning, by which trade has fufFered fo immenfely,
fome meafures will be taken to this effedt. elfewhere, this
would be the moft likely way of eradicating the evil, and
as it is by no means unprecedented to annex certain con-
ditions to the honor and privilege of fubjedts appearingin the prefence of their fovereign, furely none can be
jufternor more reafonable than, that they fhould contri-
bute to the good of their country.

But the mifchief does not ftop here neither ; for now
we are not content with receiving our fafhions and the
Materials for them from France , but we even export our-
lelves in order to import them . The matter , it feems,
*s of too great confequence to truft to hear-fay evidence

for;



102 LORD CHESTERFIEL D'S
for but we muft go ourfelves to view thofe great Ori¬
ginals, be able to fay of our own knowledge , how fuch
a glutton eats, and how fuch a fool dreffes, and return
loaded with the prohibited tinfei and frippery of the pa-
lais*. Half the private families in England take a trip,
as they call it, every fummer to Paris ; and I am aiTured,
that near four hundred thoufand pounds have been remit-
ted thither in one year, to fupply this extravagancy,
Should this rage continue, the ad of parliament, propoled
in one of Mr . Congreve's comedies, to prohibit the ex-
portation of fools, will in reality become neceffary.
Travelling is, unqueftionably, a very proper part of the
education of our youth ; and, like our bullion, I would
allow them to be exported . But people of a certain age
beyond refining, and once ftamped here, like our coin,
fhould be confmed within the kingdom . The impref-
fions they have received make them current here, but ob-
ftruel their currency any where elfe, and they only re¬
turn difguifed, defaced, and probably much leffened in
the weight.

The fober and well-regulated family of a country gen-
tleman is a very valuable part of the Community; they
keep up good neighbourhood by decent hofpitality, they
promote good manners by their example, and encourage
labor and induftry by their confumption . But when
once they run French , if I may ufe the exprelfion, and
are to be polifhed by this trip to Paris, I will venture
to aflure them, that they may, from that day , date their
being ridiculous for ever afterwards . They are laughed
at in France , for not being like the French , they are
laughed at here, for endeavouring to be like them ; and
what is worfe, their mimicking their luxury brings them
into their neceliity, which ends in a moft compleat Imita¬
tion indeed, of their mean and fervile dependance upon
the court.

I could point out to thefe itinerant fpirits a much fhorter,
lefs expenfive,and more effeclual method of travelling and
frenchifying themfelves, which is, if they would but travel

to

* The place where the courts of juftice and parliament are held at
Paris, anfwering to Weflminfter-hall. Miiliners and toymen are allowed
to have lhops and ftalls; and know how to difpofe of their trinkets, M
voung lawyers, foreigners, and other perfons, whom curiofity or idieneft
draws to this place.
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to oldSobo, and ftay two or three months in le quartier des
Grecs* -, lodgings and legumesare very cheap there, and
the people very civil to ftrangers . There too they might
poflibly get acquainted with fome French people, which
they never do at Paris, and , it may be, learn a little
French, which they never do in France neither : and I
appeal to any one, who has feen thofe venerable perfon-
ages of both fexes, of the refugees, if they are not
infmitely more genteel, eafier, and better drefled in the
French manner, than any of their modern Englifh mimics„

As for our fair countrywomen in particular they
are fo valuable, fo beautiful a part of our own pro-
'duce, and in which we fo eminently excel all other na-
tions, that I can by no means allow of their exportation:
they are furely, if I may fay fo, much more valuable
commodities than wool or fuller' s earth, the exportation
of which is fo ftri&ly prohibited by our laws, left fo-
reigners fhould have the manufafituring of them ; which
reafoning holds ftronger , upon many accounts, in this
■cafe, than in the two others.

Let it not be urged , that the lofs anfing from thefe fol-
lies is but a trifling obje<5t with relation to our trade in ge-
neral. This , for aught I know , might have been true
fome years ago : but fuch is the prefent unhappy ftate of
our trade, that I doubt no objeci is now a trifling one,
or below the attention of every individual. After fix and
twenty years peace, we labor under every one of the
taxes which fubfifted at the conclufion of the laft expen-
five war, without reckoning fome new ones laid on fince;
while other nations gradually eafed of that burthen , un-
der-work and under-fell us in every foreign market . The
laft valuable part of our trade , how has it been attacked
for thefe many years ! and how has it been protecled ! It
would be unreafonable to expe£t that the adminiftration,
ingrolfed by much greater cares, fhould attend to fo tri¬
flinga confideration as trade ; nor can one wonder that it
has intirely efcaped the attention of parliaments, when
«ne confiders, that fo many affairs of a much higher na-

ture

* T^e P' ace»where raofl of the defcendants of the French refugees
then lived. Their chgpel, in which divine fervice was, and ftill continues
to be, performed, according to the rites of the church of England, had
iormerly belonged toa congregation of Greeks, and has given its name to
all theenvironsof Soho fquare.
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ture have, of late, fo advantageoufly employed tliera.
But it therefore becomes more peculiarly the care of every
individual ; and if, from the reforraation only of thofe
follies here mentioned, five or fix hundred thoufand
pounds a year may be faved to the nation , which I am
convinced is the cafe, how incumbent is it upon every one
to facrifice a little private folly to fo much public good!
It may at leaft be a reprieve to our trade and manufac-
tures from that ruin which, at bell , feems to be too near
them ; and poffibly too the examples of fome private
people may, at leaft, fhame others, whofe more imme-
diate care it ought to be, into fome degree of attention ta
what they have fo long feemed to negleft and defpife.

XX.

COMMON SENSE.

Saturday , Jan . 27, 1739. N ° 103.

S I R,

X HAVE lately read, with the greateft fatisfacYion, the
account , printed in our public papers, of the fignal vic-
tory obtained by Iiis majefty 's Hanoverian troops over
the Danes *, notwithftanding the great inequality of the
numbers , the Danes being at leaft thirty , and the Han-
overians at moft five hundred men ; the Danes having
moreover the important fortrefs of Steinhorft to proteft,
and 'the counfels of counfellor Wedderkop to direcl: them.

As

* A more ferious account of this tranfa£lion, which occafioneda long
paper war , and was terminated in 1740 by a treaty with the king of
Denmark , is given in the Farther Vindication of the cafe of tbe H«Vc
»ver Troops, written by lord Cheflerfield and Mr . Waller.
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