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174 LORD-CHESTERFIELD’S

monly a fhort fupplemental one annexed, of the obfolete
and barbarous Latin words, which pedants {ometimes
borrow to fhew their erudition. Surely then my country-
women, the enrichers, the patronefles, and the harmo-
nizers of our language, deferve greater indulgence. 1
mutt alfo hint to Mr, Johnfon, that fuch a {mall ﬁipp]e
mental dictionary will contribute infinitely to the fale of
the great one; and I make no queftion but that, under
the protection of that little work, the great one ‘will be
received in the genteeleft houfe. We fhall frequently
meet with it in ladies drefing-rooms, lying upon the harp-
fichord, together with the l\nottmmbqg) and fignior Di-
Giardino’s incomparable concertos; and even fometimes
in the powdu rooms of our }mmcr nobility, upon the
fame fhelf with their German ﬂutc’ their powder-mafk,
and their four-horfe-whip.
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S I am defirous of beginning the new year well, I
fhall devote this paper to the fervice of my fm
country-women, for whom I have fo tender a concern,
that I examine into their conduct with a kind of pnmml
vigilance and affection I fincerely with to approve, but
at the fame time am determined to admonifht and repri--
mand, whenever, for their fakes, I may think it neceffa-
1-y. I will not, as far as in me lies, {uffer the errors of
their minds to difgrace thofe beautiful dwellings in which
they are lodged ; nor will I, on the other hand, filently
and quietly allow the affetation and abufe of their per-
fons, to refle€t contempt and ridicule upon their under-
ftandings.
Native, artlefs beauty has long been the peculiar dif-

finction of my fair fellow- fubquha Our poets have
long
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long fung their genuine lillies and rofes, and our pain-
ters have long endeavoured, though in vain, to imitate
them: beautiful nature mocked all their art. Byt I
am now informed by perfons of unquettioned truth and fa-
gacity, and indeed I have obferved but too many inftances
of it myfelf, that a great number of thofe ineftimable
originals, by a ftrange inverfion of things, give the lie to
their poets, and fervilely copy their painters ; degrading
and difguifing themfelves into worfe copies of bad copies
of themfelves. It is even whifpered about town of that
excellent artift, Mr, Liotard*, that he lately refufed a
fine woman to draw her picture, alledging that he never
copied any body’s works but his own and Gop Ar-
MIGHTY’s.

I have taken great pains to inform myflf of the
growth and extent of this heinous crime of felf-painting,
I'had almoft given it a harder name, and I am forry to
fay, that Thave found it to be extremely epidemical, T'he
prefent ftate of it, in its f{everal degrees, appears to be
this.

The inferior clafs of women, who always ape their bets
ters, make ufe of a fort of rough caft, little fuperior to
the common lath and plaifter, which comeg very cheap,
and can be afforded out of the cafual profits of the
cvening.

The clafs immediately above thefe, paint occafionally,
éither in fize or oil, which, at fixpence per foot {quare,
comes within a moderate weekly allowance.

The generality of women of fathion make ufe of a
fuperfine ftucco, or Plaifter of Paris highly glazed, which
does not require a daily renewal, and will, with {ome
flight occafional repairs, laft as long as their curls, and

and a pretty ftrong collifion,

s for the tranfcendent and divine powder, with an
€Xquilite varnith fuperinduced to fix it, it is by no means
common, but is referved  for the lad;es not only of the
firft rank, but of the moft confiderable fortunes ; it being
fo very coftly, that few pin-monies can keep a face in it,
%8 2 face of condition ought t6 be kept, Perhaps the

» . . e .t
I . A celebrated limner ig crayons, very faithful to nature, who after
"aving travelled in feveral parts of the world, and received great en-
*‘-Ounage:ucm n Engiand, 1s now retired to his cwn country Geneva.

{ame
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fame number of pearls whole, might be more acceptable
to fome lovers, than in powder upon the lady’s face.

I would now fain undeceive my fair country women of
an error, which, grofs as it is, they too fondly entertain,
They flatter themfelves that this artificial, 'is niot difcover-
able, or diftinguifhable from native, white. But I beg
leave to aflure them, that, however well prepared the co-
lor may: be, or however fkilful the hand that lays it on,
it is immediately difcovered by the eye at a confiderable
diftance, and by the nofe upon a nearer approach; and I
over-heard the other day at'the coffeehoufe captain Phe-
lim Mc’Manus complaining, that when warm upon the face
it had the moft naufeous tafte imaginable.  Thus offen-
five to three of the fenfes, it is not, probably very inviting
to-a foutth, |

Talking upon this fubjeck lately with a friend, he
faid, that, in his opinion, a woman who painted white,
gave the public a pledge of her chaftity, by fortifying it
with a wall, which the muft be fure that no man would de-
fire either to batter or fcale. But, I confefs, Idid not agree
with him as to the motive, though I did as to the confe-
quences; which are, I believe, 1n general, that they lofe
both aperam et oleum. 1 have obferyed that many of the
fagacious landlords of this great metropolis, who let lodg-
ings, do at the beginning of the winter, new vamp, paint
and ftucco the fronts of their houfes, in order to catch the
eyes of paflengers, and engage lodgers. Now, to {ay the
truth, I cannot help fufpecting that this is rather the real
motive of my fair countrywomen, when they thus incruft
themfelves. But alas! thofe outward repairs will never
tempt people to inquire within. The cafes are greatly
different ; in the former they both adorn and preferve,
the latter they difguft and deftroy.

In order therefore to put an effectual ftop to this enor-
mity, and fave, as far as Iam able, the native carnations,
the eyes, the teeth, the breath, and the reputations, of
my beautiful fellow-fubjects, I here give notice, that, if
within one kalendar month from the date hereof, I allow
that time for the confumption of ftock in hand, I {hall
receive any authentic teftimonies, and I have my {pies
abroad, of this fophiftication and adulteration of  the fair-
eft works of nature, I am refolved to publifh at full length

the names-of the delinquents. This may perhaps at fﬁgﬁi
ight
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fight feem a bold meafure, and acions of fcandal and
defamation may be thought of : but I 80 upon fafe
ground ; for, before I took this refolution, I was determin-
ed to know all the worft poflible confequences of it to
myfelf, and therefore confulted one of the moft eminent
council in England, an old acquaintance and friend of
mine, whofe opinion I {hall here moft faithfully relate.
When I had ftated my cafe to him as clearly as T wag
able, he ftroaked his chin for fome time, picked his nofe,
and hemmed thrice, in order to give me his very beft opi-
non. ‘ By publithing the names at fu]] length in your
** paper, I humbly conceive,” faid he, “ that youavoid all
the troublefome confequences of imnuendss. But the
prefent queftion, if I apprehend it a right, feems to be,
Whether you may thereby be liable to any other action,
or actions, which, for brevity fake, I will not here eny..
merate. Now, by what occurs to me off-hand, and
without confulting my books, I humbly apprehend that
no action will lis againft you: but on the contrary I do
conceive, and indeed take upon me to affirm, that you
May proceed againft thefe criminals, for fuch I will e
bold to call them, either by acion or indi¢tment; the
crime being of a public and a heinous nature. Here is
not only the fupprefio verz, which is highly penal, but
the crimen falfi too. An altion popular, or of qui tam,
would certainly lie; but however I fhould certainly pre-
fer an indiétment upon the ftatutes of forgery, 2 Geo,
Il cap. 2 and 7 Geo. IL cap. 22: for forgery I main-
tainit, itis, The fact, as you well know, will be tried
by a Jury, of whom one moiety will doubtlefs be plaif-
“terers ; fo that it will unqueftionably be found.” Here
My council paufed for fome time, and hemmed pretty of-
ten, howevef, I'remained filent, obferving plainly by his
countenance that he had pot finithed, but was thinking on.
‘alittle time he refiimed his difcourfe, and faid, ¢ AJ] things
* confidered, M. Fitz-Adam, I would advife you to
*“ bring your indictmerit upon the Bluck Aeét, 9 Geo. 1. cap.
“22. which is a very fine penal ftatute.”” I confefs I
Could not check the fudden impulfe of furprize, which this
Occafioned ip me, and interrupting him perhaps too hattily,
~ What, fir, faid I, indit a woman upon the ¢ g/, 4
4 for Pamnting white 2 Here my council, Interrupting
10 his turn, faid with fome warmth, “ Mr. Fitz-Adam,
Vo 11. N “Mr,
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« Mr. Fitz-Adam, you, like too manyothers, have not
« (ufficiently confidered all the beauty, good fenfe, and
folid reafoning, of the law. The law, fir, let me tell

-~

4

~

“ you, abhors all refinement, fubtleties, and quibblings
“ upon words. What is black or white to the law? Do
147

you imagine that the law views colors by the rule of
“ optics? No, God forbid it fhould. The law makes
¢ black white, or white black, according to the rules of

¢ juftice. The law confiders the meaning, the intention,
« “the guo animo of all actions, not their external modes.
« Here a woman difguifes her face with white, as the
(11

Waltham people did with black, and with the fame
¢ fraudulent and felonious intention. Though the color
be different, the guilt is the fame in the intendment of
¢ the law. It is felony without benefit of clergy, and the
¢ punifhment is death.” As I perceived that my friend
had now done, I afked his pardon for the improper inter-
ruption L had given him, owned myfelf convinced, and of-
fered him a fee, which he took by habit, but {oon return-
ed, by refle€ting uponour long acquaintance and friendfhip.

This, I hope, will be fufficient to malke fuch of my fair
countrywomen as are confcious of their guilt, ferioufly
confider their danger ; though perhaps, from my natural
lenity, Ifhall not proceed againft them with theutmoft rigor
of the law, nor follow the example of the ingenious au-
thor of our laft mufical drama, who ftrings up a whole row
of Penelope’s maids of honor. T fhall therefore content
myfelf with publifhing the names of the delinquents 2s
above-mentioned ; but others may poffibly not have the
fame indulgence ; and the law is open for all.

I thall conclude this paper with a word or two of feri-
ous advice to all my readers, of all forts and fexes. Let
us follow nature, our honeft and faithful guide, and be
upon our guard againft the flattering delufions of art.
Nature may be helped and improved, but will not be
forced or changed.” All attempts in direct oppofition to
her are attended with ridicule, many with guilt. The
woman, to whom nature has denied beauty, in vain en-
deavours to make it by art; as the man to whom nature
has denied wit, becomes ridiculous by the affectation of it:
they both defeat their own-purpofes, and are in the cafeof
the  valetudinarian, who creates or increafes his diftempers
by his remedies, and dies of his immoderate defire to live-
XXXV,
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