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26o LORD CHESTERFIELD ' S

If, at laft, reafon and evidence are vain, if neither
juftice nor compaflion can prevail, but the nätion muft
be deftroyed for the fupport of the government ; let us
at leaft, my lords, confine our affertions, in the pream-
ble, to truth . Let us not affirm that drunkennefs is
eftabüfhed by the advice or confent of the lords fpiritual,
fince I am confident not one of them will fo far contra-
dift his own doctrine, as to vote for a bill which gives
a fanftion to one vice, and minifters opportunities and
temptations to all others, and which, if it be not fpeedily
repealed, will overfiow the whole nation with a deluge of
wickednefs.

Lettre de fori excellence my lord Chesterfield autf
etats generaux des provinces-unies, pour prendre conge,
le 26 Ferner , N . S. 1732.

HATJTS ET PUISSANS SEIGNEURS,

JL,E rot, mon maitre , qui me rappelle pour remplir les
fondtions de ma charge aupres de fa perfonne, m'a or-
donne de vous rciterer en cette occafion les plus fortes
affiirances de fon inviolable amitie pour cette illuftre re-
publique.

C'eft par-lä que je commen âi ma commiffion aupres
de vos hautes puiflances ; il m'efh doux de la terminer
de meme, et je me felicite de ce que, pendant un affez
long-tems qu 'elle a dure , tout a vifiblement concouru
ä verifier les fentimens d'un monarque incapable d'en
temoigner qui ne foient reels.

Le roi fent vivement les avantages que les deux na-
tions retirent de l'alüance qui les unit fi ötröitement.
Toujours attentif au bonheur de fes fujets, et ä celui de
fes allies, il eft refolu d'entretenir^ -et s'il eft poflible,
de ferrer de plus en plus les nceuds d'une union que
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XLIX.

His excellency the earl of Chesterfield 's Ietter tptheir high mightinefles, the ftates general of the unit-ed provinces, on taking leave, Feb. 26, N . S. 1732.

HIGH AND MIGHTY LORDS,

Th E king , ray mafter, who recalls me to attend theduties of my poft about his royal perfon, bas command-ed me to repeat to you, on this occafion, the ftrongeftafiurances of his inviolable friendfhip for this illuftriousrepublic.
It was by thefe affurances that I opened my commifii-on to your high mightineffes; I am happy to clofe it inthe fame manner, and I rejoice in the reflection that,throughout its whole duration, which has not been a fhortone, every thing has vifibly concurred to evince the fen-timents of a monarch, who is incapable of expreffing anybin fuch as are real.
His majefty is truly fenfible of the advantages thataccrue to both nations from the alliance, by which theyare fo ftridly connected. Ever attentive to the welfareof his fubjecls, and to that of his alües, he is determinedto maintain, and, if poflible, more clofely to cement,an unjon formed by the common intereft of the peo-

ple,



:62 LORD CHE ST ERFIEL D' S

]e bien common des peuples, l'equilibre de l'Europe,
Fintel et de la religion proteftante ont formee, et qu'une
heureufe prefcription femble rendre deformais inalterable.
Tel eft le fyfteme dont on ne s'eft jamais eloigne, que
quand les veritables interets de Pune ou de l'autre nation
ont ete ignores ou facriftes.

Les traits que j 'employe pour reprefenter ä vos hautes
puiflances les difpofitions du roi mon maitre, fönt les
rr fernes dont je me fervirai pour lui rendre compte des
\6tres.  Le retabliffement de la tranquillite de l'Europe
eft une preuve fenfible et rccente des bons effets qu'a
produit cette conflance mutuelle. La providence, qui
avoit uni nos interets, fembloit aufli avoir uni nos con-
feils. L'harmonie, l'objet de mes defirs les plus ar-
dens, s'eft entretenue comme d'elle-meme. Elle a pr6-
venu mes foins, et ne m'a laiiTe, fi je puis parier ainfi,
que le doux regret de n'y avoir contribuc; en rien, et de
n'en/avoir 6ie que le fpedateur.

Si dans des circonftances pareilles ä Celles oü je me
trötive aujourd'hui, on n'eüt pas prodigue tous les termes
lts plus capables d'exprimer les mouvemens du cceur,
pendant qu 'on ne fait fouvent que s'acquitter d'un fimple
devcir de ceremonie, j 'employerois, hauts et puiflans
feigneurs, fans craindre d'en dire trop, les expreflions les
plus 6nergiques, pour vous marquer la vive reconnoif-
fance, que m'infpire l'accueil que vous m'avez temoigne
d'U'int le ccurs de ma commiffion.

Mes voeux me tiendront Heu de difcours.
Faffe le grand arbitre des evenemens, que vos hautes

puiflances participent long-tems et abondamment ä la
profperite, que la fageffe de vos confeils procure ä votre
patrie ! Daigne-t-il fufpendre le cours des infirmites hu-
maines, et etendre les bornes de la vie, en faveur de ceux
dont l'exp6rience, les talens et les travaux peuvent con-
tribuer ä la fürete et a la gloire de cette republique ! et
daigiie-t il marquer chaque moment de fa durce par
quelque fucces digne des vertus et du courage, qui en
ontjetteles fondemens, et qui Font fait fubfifter avec
tant d'eclat jufqu 'a ce jour!

(Etoit figne)

Chesterfield .,

L. Dif-
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ple, the balance of Europe, and the intereft of the pro-
teflant religion, and which a happy prefcription feems
to make unalterable for the future . Such is the fyftem
which has never been departed from, but when the trueinterefts of either the one or the other have been miflaken
or facrificed.

The light in which I reprefent to your high mighti-
neffes the difpofition of the king, my mafter, is the fame
in which I fhall give his majefty an account of you'rs.
The re-eftablifhment of the tranquillity of Europe, is a
ftriking and recent proof of the good effeds anfing from
this mutual confidence. Providence, which had united
our interefts, feems likewife to have united our counfels.
Harmony, the object of my moft ardent wifhes, has in-
variabiy fubfifted as a thing of courfe. It has fuperfeded
my endeavours, and has left me, if I may fo fay, but
the pleafmg regret of having been rather a fpeftator thana promoter of it.

If it were not cuftomary, on thefe occafions, to lavifh
thofe terms which are moft expreffive of the feelings of
the heart, and which too often mean no more than mere
ceremony, I fhould make ufe of the moft emphatical
language, high and mighty lords, to exprefs my grati-
tude for the reception you have honoured me wich, dur-
ing the execution of my commifTion; nor fhould I be
afraid of faying too much.

But let my wifhes be accepted in lieu of a fpeech.
May the great difpofer of all events grant that your

high mightinefles may long and abundantly enjoy the
profperity, procured to your country by the wifdom of
your counfels! may he fufpend the courfe of human in-
firmities, and protracl: the period of life, in favour of
thofe whofe experience, abilities, and labours,. may con-
tribute to the fafety and glory of this republic ! and . may
each moment of its exiftence be fignalized byfomefuc - .
cefs, worthy of thofe virtues and that courage, which
firfl laid the foundation of it, and have fupported it in
io high a degree of fplendor to this day !

(Signed)

Chesterfield.

L. The
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