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260 LORD CHESTERFIELD?S

If, at laft, réafon and evidence are vain, if neither
juftice nor compaflion can prevail, but the nation muft
be deftroyed for the fupport of the government; let us
at leaft, my lords, confine our affertions, in the pream-
ble, to truth. Let us not affirm that drunkennefs 1s
eftablifhed by the advice or confent of the lords fpiritual,
fince ] am confident not one of them will fo far contra-
diét his own doétrine, as to vote for a bill which gives
a fanction to one vice, and minifters opportunities and
temptations to all others, and which, if it be not {peedily

repealed, will overflow the whole nation with a deluge of

wickednefs.

XLIX,

Lettre de fon excellence my lord CHESTERFIELD aux
états généraux des provinces-unies, pour prendre conge,
le 26 Février, N. 8. 1732.

HAUTS ET PUISSANS SEIGNEURS,

LE roi, mon maitre, qui me rappelle pour remplir les
fonctions de ma charge auprés de fa perfonne, m'a or-
donné de vous réitérer en cette occafion les plus fortes
affurances de fon inviolable amitié pour cette illuftre 1é-
publique.

Ceeft par-la que je commencai ma commiffion aupres
de vos hautes puiffances; il m'eft doux de la terminer
de méme, et je me félicite de ce que, pendant un affez
long-tems qu’elle a duré, tout a vifiblement concourt
A vérifier les fentimens d’un monarque incapable d’en
témoigner qui ne {oient réels.

Le roi fent vivement les avantages que les deux »na-
tions retirent de lalliance qui les unit fi étroitement.
Toujours attentif au bonheur de fes fujets, et a celui de
fes allics, il eft réfolu d’entreteniryet s'il eft poflible
de ferrer de plus en plus les nceuds d’une union queé
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XLIX.

His excellency the earl of CHESTERFIELD’S letter to
their high mightinefles, the ftates general of the unit-
ed provinces, on taking leave, Feb. 26, N. S, 1732.

HIGH AND MIGHTY LORDS,

THE king, my mafter, who recalls me to atteand the
duties of my poft about his royal perfon, has command-
ed me to repeat to you, on this occafion, the ftrongeft
affurances of his inviolable friendfhip for this illuftrious
republic,

It was by thefe affurances that I opened my commidi-
On to your high mightineffes; 1 am happy to clofe it in
the fame manner, and I rejoice in the refletion that,
throughout its whole duration, which has not been a fhort
one, every thing has vifibly concurred to evinee the fen-
timents of a monarch, who is incapable of exprefling any
but fuch as are real.

His majefty is truly fenfible of the advantages that
dccrue to both nations from the alliance, by which they
are {o ftrictly connected. Ever attentive to the welfare
of his fubjects, and to that of his allies, he is determined
0 maintain, and, if pofiible, more clofely to cement,

o

A0 union formed 'by the common intercft ef the peo-
: ple,
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262 ILORD CHESTERFIELD’S

Je bien commun des peuples, I'équilibre de lFumpe
Pinté:ét de la religion proteftante ont formée, et qu’une
heureufe prefcription femble rendre déformais inaltérable.
Tel eft le fyftéme dont on ne s'ef jamais €loigné, que
quand les véritables intéréts de une ou de lautre nation
(mt €té ignorés ou ﬂ.Ll’IrLS

Les traits que j [pp:(})c pour upm,flnter 4 vos hautes
pmi’ru ces les difpofitions du roi mon maitre, font les
mé&mes c*o'wtj me fervirai pour lui rendre compte des
vorres. Le rétabliffement de la tranquillité de 1 Euro pe
eft une preuve fenfible et récente des bons effets quia
produit cette confiance mutuelle. La prowdmw, qut
avoit uni nos intéréts, fembloit aufli avoir uni nos con-
{eils. L’harmone, lun]d de mes defirs les plus ar-
dens, s’eft entretenue comme d’elle- mLmL Elle a pré-
venu mes foins, et ne m’a laiflg, fi je puis parler ainfi,
que le ('{m'{ :torct de n'y avoir contribu€ en rien, et de
I tn avoir é1é que le fpeétateur.

Si dans des circonftances pareilles a celles ou je me
trouve avjourd’hui, on n’efit pas prodigué tous les termes

‘;lm mnu!wa d{\ﬂIHTILF les MOUVEMens du cceur,
[‘H‘Lu.lﬂ[ quon ne fait fouvent que s’acqui itter d’un fimple
devoir de cérémonie, jeroployerois, hauts et puiflans
{eigneurs, fans craindre d’en dire trop, les expreflions les
plus énergiques, pour vous marquer la vive reconnoif-
{fance; que m’infpire P'accueil que vous m'avez témoigné
durant le ceurs de ma commffion.

Mes veeux me tiendront ]ieu de difcours.

T

Fafle le grand arbitre des événemens, que VoS hautes
puiffances participent long-tems et abondamment 2 la
p:mpm:fc, que la fagefle de vos confeils procure a voure
;fun: ! Daigne-t-il fufpendre le cours des infirmités hu-
aines, et Lzﬂdu les bornes de la vie, en faveur de ceux
dont | t“ périence, les talens et Jes travaux peuvent con-
tnbml 3 la fireté et 4 la gloire de cette république! €t
-t-1il marquer chaque moment de fa durce par
'111&[\“. fuccés mpnn des vertus et du courage, qui €I
](‘[\\, les fondemens, et qui Pont fait {ubfifter avec

nt d’éclat jufqu’a ce jour!

(Etoir figné)

CHESTERFIELD.

L. Dif
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ple, t hc balance of Fumpe and the intereft of t

eftant religion, and which a happy prefcription feer
to md]\_e unalterable for the future. Such is the {yftem
which has never been departed from, but when the true
interefls of either the one or the other have been miftaken
or facrificed.

The light in which I reprefent to your high. mighti-
nefles the diipommn of the i\ ng, my maﬂu‘ is 1{.. Letie
in which I fhall give his maj¢ fty an account of yours.
The re-eftablihment of the tr- inquillity of Euro pa IS a
ftriking and recent proof of the good effects arifin 1g from
this mutual confidence, Providence, which had u*.md
our interefts, feems likewife to have united our counfels.
Harmony, the obje& of my moft ardent wifh es; has jin-
variably ﬁlbﬁﬁcci as a thing of courfe. It has {uperfeded
my endeavours, and has left me, if I may fo fay, but
the pleafing *mret of having been rather a fpectator than
a promoter of it.

If it were not cuftomary, on thefe occafions, to lavifh

thofe terms which are moft expreflive of the feelings of
the heart, and which too of[cn mean no more than mere
eremony, I fhould make ufe of the moft en yphatical
language, high and mighty ]m Is, to exprefs my grati-
Hlue for the rece pumn you have honoured me wich, dur-
ing the execution -of my commiflion; nor fhould I be
afraid of faying too much.

But let my wifhes be accepted in lieu of a fpeech,

May the great difpofer of all events grant that. your
high nugm:uhts may long and abundantly enjoy the
ptnfppr:t\r prc'c*n‘ed to your country by the wifdom of
your counfels! may he fufpend the courfe of human in-
firmities, and protract the period of life e, 1 favour of
thofe t’»‘mﬁ, cxperience, abilities, and labours, may con-
tiibute to the Eaht} and glory of this republic! and may
cach moment of its exiftence be fignalized by fome f fuc-
cels, worthv of thofe virtues and that courage, which
f‘|f‘[[ 10 of it, and have fupported it in
[o high a df’gm\, uf {plendor to this da“ ’

(Signed)
CHESTERFIELD.

L. The
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