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282 LORD CHESTERFIELD?S

LVI

Preface to Love Elegies, by WrLLram Hammonp,
Efquire, publifhed in 1742 (a).

THE following elegies were wrote by a young gen-
tleman lately dead, and juftly lamented.

As he had never declared his intentions concerning
their publication, a friend of his, into whofe hands the
fell, determined to publith them, in the perfuafion that
they would neither be unwelcome to the public, nor in-
jurious to the memory of their author, The reader muft
decide, whether this determination was the refult of juft
judgment or partial friendfhip, for the editor feels, and
avows {o much of the latter, that he gives up all preten-
{ions to the former.

The author compofed them ten years ago, before he
was two-and-twenty years old ; an age, when fancy and
imagination commonly riot, at the expence of judgment
and corretnefs, neither of which feem wanting here.
But, fincere in his love as in his friendfhip, he wrote to
his miftrefles, as he fpoke to his friends, nothing but the
true genuine fentiments of his heart; he fat down to
write what he thought, not to think what he fhould
write; it was nature and fentiment only that difat-
ed to a real miftrefs, not youthful and poetic fancy,
to an imaginary one. Elegy therefore {peaks here
her own, proper, native language, the unaffected
plaintive language of the tender paffions; the true
clegiac dignity and f{implicity are preferved, and uni-
ted; the one without pride, the other without mean-
nefs. Tibullus feems to have been the model our
author judicioufly preferred to Ovid; the former writing

directly

(@) See Memoirs of Lord Chefterfield under that year. This pre-
face, which fell from his pen, is a noble monument of his feelings,
his tafte, and the love which he bore to his country ; a fentiment as
diftant from modern patriotifin, as thofe that ufurp that qualification
are from the noble author.




MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. LVI. 28

283
diretly from the heart, to the heart; the latter too of-
ten yielding and addreffing himfelf to the imagination,

The undiffipated youth of the anthor, allowed him
time to apply himfelf to the beft mafters, the antients,
and his parts enabled him to make the beft ufe of them ;-
for upon thofe great models of folid fenfe and virtue.
he formed not only his genius, but his heart, both well
prepared by nature to adopt, and adorn the refemblance,
He admired that juftnefs, that noble fimplicity of thought,
and expreflion, which have diftinguifhed and preferved
their writings to this day; but he revered that love of
their country, that contempt of riches, that facrednefs
of friendthip, and all thofe heroic and focial virties,
which marked them out as the objects of the veneration,
though not the imitation of fucceeding ages; and he lock-
ed back with a kind of religious awe and delight, upon
thofe glorious and happy times of Greece and Rome,
when wifdom, virtue and liberty formed the only triam-
virates, ere luxury invited corruption to ftaint, or cor-
ruption introduced flavery to deftroy, "all public and
private virtues, In thefe fentiments he lived, and would
have lived even in thefe times: in the(e fentiments he
died—but in thefe times too—U? non o epta a dits immor-
talibus vita, fed donata mors effe videalyr,
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