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LVIL

The Charater of R:cuarp, Earl oi'" Scarborough, Au-
guft 29, 17597

IN drawing the charaer of lord Scarborough, I will be
{tritly upon my guard againft the partiality of that in-
timate and unreferved fnmdﬂnp in which we lived for
more than twenty years; to which friendfhip, as well
as to the public notoriety of it, 1 owe much more than
my pride will let my gratitude own. If this may
fufpected to have biafled my judgment, it muft, at the
fame time, be allowed to have informed it; for the moft
{fecret movements of his foul were, without difgllife,
communicated to me only. However, I will rather lower
than heighten the co!ommg ;I will mark the fhades, and
draw a uf:.d ble rather than an exat likenefs.

He had a very good perfon, rather above the middle
fize ; a handfome face, and when he was chearful, the
moft engaging countenance imaginable; when grave,
which he was ofteneft, the moft rt:pt@mble one. He
had in the higheft degree the air, manners and addrefls of
a man of quality, politenefs with eafe, and dignity with-
out pride.

Bred in camps and courts, 1t cannot be fuppofed that
he was untainted with the fathionable vices of thefe
warm climates; but (if I may be allowed the expre ffion)
he dignified them, inftead of their degrading him into
any mean or indecent action. He had a good degree
of claflical, and a great one of modern, lcuowlcdpe,
with a juft, and, at the fame time, a delicate tafte.

In

* T received this p‘u*e from lady Chefterfield. Indeed it wants no
marks of authenticity. - The noble author’s mind and heart are painted
in it in the livelieft manner ; and he who can read it without fharing
his feelings muft have a foul very different from his.
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In his common expences he was liberal within bounds ;
but in his charities and bounties he had none. I have
known them put him to fome prefent inconveniencies.

He was a ftrong, but not an eloquent or florid fpeaker
in parliament.  He fpoke fo unaffectedly the honeft dic-
tates of his heart, that truth and virtue, which never
want, and feldom wear, ornamants, feemed only to bor-
row his voice. This gave fuch an aftonithing weight to
all ‘he faid, that he more than once” carricd” an un-
willing majority after lim.  Such is the authority of un-
fulpected virtue, that it will fometimes fhams vice Into
decency at leaft.

He was not only -offered, but prefied to accept, the
poft of fecretary of ftate; but he conftantly refufed it,
I once tried to perfuade him to accept it ; but he told me,
that both the natural warmth and melancholy of his temper
made him unfit for it ; and that moreover ke knew very
well that, in thofe minifterial employments, the courfe of
bufinefs made it neceffary todo many hard things, and fome
unjuft ones, which could only be authorifed by the jefui-
tical cafuiftry of the dire®ion of the intention; a doc-
trine which he faid he could not poffibly adopt. Whe-
ther he was the firft that ever made that objection, I
cannot affirm ; but I fufpect that he will be the laft.

He was a true conftitutional, and yet practicable pa-
triot; a fincere lover and a zealous afferter of the natural,
the civil, and the religious rights of his country. But he
would not quarrel with ' the crown, for fome {light
ftretches of the prerogative; nor with the people, for
fome unwary ebullitions of liberty ; nor with any one,
fora difference of opinion in fpeculative points. He con-
lidered the conflitution in the aggregate, and only watch-
ed that no one part of it fhould preponderate too much.

His moral charaéter was fo pure, that if one may fay
of ‘that imperfect creature man, what a celebrated hif-
torian {ays of Scipio, nil non laudandum aur dixit, aut fe-
cit, aut fenfit, 1 fincerely think (I had almoft faid | Know)
one might fay it with great truth of him, one lingle in-
ftance excepted, which fhall be mentioned,

He
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He joined to the nobleft and ftricteft principles of
honor and generofity the tendereft fentiments of bene-
volence and compaflion; and as he was naturally warm,
he could not even hear of an injuftice or a bafenefs, with-
out a fudden indignation, nor of the misfortunes or ‘mi-
{eries of a fellow ueamrh, without melting into {oftnefs,
and endeavouring to relieve them. This part of his cha-
racter was {o uni\'t:l'"’llf}-' known, that our beft and moft
fatyrical Englith poet fays;

When I confefs, there is who feels for fame,
And melts to goodnels, Scarb’rough need I name?

He had not the leaft pride of bitth and rank, that com-
mon narrow notion of little minds, that wretched miftaken
fuccedaneum of merit; but he was jealous to anxiety of
his character, as all men are who dcﬁ,m'c a good one.
And fuch was his diffidence upon that ﬁlbeLt, that he
never could be perfuaded that mankind really thought of
him as they did. For furely never man had a higher re-
putation, and never man enjoyed a more univerfal ef-
teem. Even knaves xcfpbdm him; and fools thought
they loved him. If he had any enemies (for I proteft
I necver knew one), Il]f‘}" could 01:1}-' be fuch as were
weary of always hearing of Ariftides the Juft.

He was too {ubjett to fudden gufts of paflion, but
they never hurried him into any 1l beral or indecent ex-
preflion or action; fo invincibly habitual to him were
good-nature and good-manners. But, if ever any word
happened to fall from him in warmth, which upon fub-
fc{ﬂlr‘ﬂt refle¢tion he himfelf thought too ftrong, he was

ver eafy till he had made more than a fufficient atone-
ment for it.

He had a moft unfortunate, I will call it a moft
fatal kind of melancholy in his nature, which often
1ade him both abfent and filent in company, but never
morofe or four. At other times he was a chearful and
agreeable companion ; but, confcious that. he was not .al-
ways fo, he avoided company too much, and was to0
often Lalum_, gIving way to a train of glmmy reflexions

His
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His conftitution, which was never robuft t, broke ra-
pidly at the latter end of his life. He had two f{evere
{trokes of mop‘cxy or pally, which confiderably affected
his body and his mind.

I defire that this may not be looked upon as a full and
finifhed charaéter, writ for the fake of writing it; but as
my folemn depofit of the truth to the beﬁ:of:71 know-
ledge, I owed this fmall tribute of juftice, ﬁmh as it is
tOthLIﬂPHHﬂ} of the beft man I ever knew, and of the
deareft friend I ever had.
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