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Lord Chesterfield 's Letters,

BOOK I.

LETTER I.

TO THE R E V. MR . JOUP AU * ,

SIR,nr*
I HE reading of the Ietter, you have been Cokind as to

writeto me, gave me great pleafure; it feemed as if you
were talking to' meyourfelf , and asif I was in Company
with the man in the world I raoft efteem, and whom I
raoft ardently wifh to oblige. I would have anfwered it
fooner, had I not lpent this week at the bifhop of Ely's
[Dr . John Morej , who lives within fifteen miles of this
place. I have, in that fhort time, feen more of the coun-
try, which is very pleafant about here, than ever I faw in
all rny life before.

I continue very clofe to my ftudies, which are as yet
but Latin and Greek, becaufe the fair, which will be
held in ten days, would have interrupted them ; but,
when that diverfion is over, I am to begin with civil
law, philofophy, and a little of the mathematics : but
as for anatomy , l fhall not have an opportunity of

learning

* This gentleraan defcended from a very good proteftant family in
the ifle of Rhe , near La Rochelle , in France . He came over to Eng¬
land , with numbers of Iiis brethren , whom the revocation of the
ediö of Nantes , in 1685, drove from their native country . He was ap-
pointed minifter of a French congregation of the church of England in
Berwick-ftreet , Soho. Young Mr . Stanhope , afterwards lord Chefter-
field, was put under his care by his grandmother , the countefs dowager
of Halifax ; and received from him his firft inftruclions in languages,
hiftory , and philofophy. He correfponded with him during his ftay at
Cambridge , and in his travels to Holland and to France , He always

profeflod
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Lettres de Mylord Chesterfield.

L I V R E I,

LETTRE I.

A MR . JOUNEAü.

MONSIEUR,

J 'AI eu un fenfible plaifir en lifant la lettre , que vous
ävez eu la bonte de m'ecrire ; il rae fembloit que vous
me parliez vous meme, et que j 'etois dans la compagnie
de Thomme du monde que j'eftime le plus, & ä qui je
fouhaite le plus ardemment de pouvoir faire plaifir. J 'y
aurois repondu plütot, n'eut ete que j 'ai parle cette fe-
maine chez l'eveque d'Ely, qui demeure ä quinze miles
d'ici. J 'ai, dans ce peu de tems, vu plus de la cam-
pagne que je n'avois vu auparavant dans toute ma vie,
et qui ici-autour eil tres agreable.

Je continue bien ferme dans mes etudes, qui ne font
encore que le Latin et le Grec, ä caufe que la foire, qui va
venir en dix jours , les auroit interrompues, mais apres
que ce diverti(Tement fera fini, je dois commencer le
droit civil, la philofophie, & un peu de mathematiques;
mais pour l'anatomie, je ne la pourrai point apprendre;
profeffed the greateft regard and efteem for that worthy man, and gave
him repeatedtokens of friendfliip. The fix ktters , we here give from
the Originals, ave all that were preferved : they lhew , at that early
period, the nianner of thinking andfeeli .- g of our amiable nobleman,
who was but eighteen years old when that correfpondence began.

car,
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learning it ; for though a poor man has been hanged, the
furgeon who ufed to r f< Operations would not
this year give a-v becaufe it was a man, and
then he lays thc fcholars will not come.

•I find this .College, where 1 am, infinitely the beft in
all the univerftty ; for it is the fmalleft, and it is füll of
lawyers, who have lived in the world, and know how to
behave. We have but one ctergyman here ; and he is
the only drunkard in the College. Whatever may be
faid to the contrary, there is certainly very little de-
bauchery in this univerfity, efpecially amongft people of
fäfhion ; for a man muft have the inclinations of a porter
to endure it here.

Merhinks our affairs are in a very bad way ; but , as I
cannot mend them, I meddle very little with politics:
only I take a pleafvjre in going fometimes to the coffee-
houfe, to fee the pitched battles that are fought , between
the heroes of both fides, with inconceivable bravery, and
are ufually terminated by the total defeat of a few tea-
cups on both fides.

1 am afraid I have tired you too much : at leaft, for
fear I fhould, it is high time I fhould teil you that I am,

SIR,
Your moft humble fervant,

Trin Hall , Cambridge , P . STANH0PE.
Aug . 22 , 1712.

LETTER II.

TO THE SAME.

S I R,

I WOULD not mifs the firft opportunity offending
you this trifte, which I fhould be afhamed to do, with-
out affuringyou , at the fame time, that I wifh it was
teq times more. I came to town laft night, for a few
daySj and hope it will not be long before I have the plea-
fure of feeing you. I am, sie,

r. f . Your moft humble fervant,isept . 2i . _■ P. Stanhope.

LETTER
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car, quoi qu 'il y ait eu un pauvre pendu, le Chirurgien,
qui avoit coutume de faire ces Operations, n'en a point
voulu faire cette fois, parce que c'etoit un homme, et
alors il dit que les ecoliers ne veulent point venir.

Je trouve ce College, dans lequel je fuis, infiniment le
meilleur de toute l'univerfite, car c'eft le plus petit, &
il eft rempli d'avocats, qui ont ete dans le monde, &
qui favent vivre. Nous n'ävons qu 'un miniure , qui eft
auifi le feul yvrogne du College. Qupi qu'on en dife, il
y a fort peu de debauche dans cette univerfite, & fur-
tout parmi les gens de condition ; car il faudroit avoir
un gout de portefaix ou de crocheteur, pour la pouvoirfouffrir ici.

II me femble que nous fommes fort mal dans nos af¬
faires, mais, ne pouvant les empecher, je ne mele
guere de politique : feulement je me fais un plaifir d'aller
voir quelquefois au caffe les batailles rangees qui s'y
donnent, ehtre les heros de chaque cote, avec une bra-
voure inconcevable, et qui ne fe terminent qu 'apres ren¬
tiere defaite de quelques taffes de the des deux cötes.

Je crains de vous avoir deja trop ennuye ; au moins,
de peur de le faire, il eft bien tems de vous dire que
je fuis, MONSIEUR,

Trin. Hall, Cambridge» v °t re tres humble ferviteur,
Aug. 22, 1712, P. Stanhope ..

LETTRE II.

AU M S M E.
MONSIEUR,

JE n'ai pas voulu perdre la premiere occafion de vous
envoyer cette bagatelle, ce que j 'aurois honte de faire,
fi je ne vous affurois en meme tems, que je voudrois bien
que ce füt dix fois autant . Je vins en ville hier au foir,
pour quelques jours , & j 'efpere qu 'il ' ne fe paffera pas
longtems avant que j 'aye le plaifir de vous voir. Je
fuis,

MONSIEUR,
Sept. 21. Votre tres humble ferviteur,

P . Stanhope.

LETTRE
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