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LORD CHESTERFIED'S LETTERS

LETTER XL

TO MR . CREBILLON.

SIR,
London, Aug , 2&, O . S»-

THE poft has of late been more propitious to m«
than ufuai, and has brought me your two laft let¬

ters in due time . If it has brought you my letters as
punttually , you will have feen by my laft, that I was no
longer under that uneafmefs, which former difappoint-
ments had given me. Now , I even think myfelf obliged
to the poft for its negligence, which has procured me luch
flattering marks of your friendfhip, and of your fenti-
ments for me. I may affine you with truth that they are
reeiprocal ; but it is my misfortune, that though my fen-
timents are the fame, I have not the fame power of ex-
preffing them.

Some advantageous truths there are, which favour too
much of flattery, for want of a certain delicacy in the
manner of telling them ; as there is a kind of flattery,
which, by the help of that delicacy, appears to be but
plain truth . That talent is peculiarly yoürs, and has al-
moft made me believe that I deferved all you fay of me.

I confefs my foible with regard to flattery. I amas
fond of it as Voltaire can poffibly be ; but with this dif-
ference, that I love it only from a mafterly hand. I am
clainty, he is greedy of it . I have a good natural appetite
for it , he an infatiable craving, which makes him eagerly
devour it , though ferved up by the very worft of cooks.

I am very fenfible that all this is juft the fame, as if I
were to fay, Pray , fir, flatter me as much as you pleafe,
I fhall be heartily glad of it . I do not deny the charge,
hör am I afhamed of it . Laudari d laudalo viro, has at
all times be?n accounted a very pardonable ambition ;
and Tully , writing to luch another as yourfelf, teils him
more than once, arm me.

I underftand that perfedtly well ; but I cannot compre-
hend how a man is not difgufted at the flattery of thofe
whofe approbation would be a difgrace to him if it were
real,

Voltaire
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LETTRE XI.

A MR . DE CREBILLON.

Londres, ce 26 Aeut, V . S«
MONSIEUR,

EN dernier Keu ia pofte m 'a ete plus favorableque de
couturae, et m'a apporte vos deux demieres lettre«

ä tems. Si eilem 'a rendu juftice aufii aupres de vous, vous
aurez vu par ma precedente, que j 'etois raflure für ce que,
pendant quelque tems, fa negligence m'avoit fait craindrc
A prefent meme je lui fais bon gre d'une negligence, qui
m'a procure des marques fi flatteufes de votre amitie , et
de vos fentiments ä mon egard . Je puis avec verite vous
affurer du reciproque par raport ä mes fentimens ; mais
malheureufement le reciproque finit lä, et me manque dans
le befoin de vous l'exprimer.

Ii y a des verites avantageufes, qui fentent trop la flat¬
terie, faute d'une certaine deiicatefle dans la maniere de
les dire, comme il y a une flatterie qui, moyennant cette
deiicatefle, ne paroit qu'une fimple verite . Le talant vous
01 eft perfonnel, et m'a prefque fait croire que je merite
tout ce que vous me dites.

J 'avoue ma foiblefie pour la flatterie ; je l'aimeautant que
Voltaire peut l'aimer, mais avec cette difference, que je
ne l'aime que de main de maitre. J 'en fuis friand, il en eft
gouiu. J 'y ai un bon appetit naturel , il en a une faim
canine, qui lui fait devorer avec avidite tout ce que le plus
mauvais gargotier lui prefente.

Je fens bien que tout ceci eft la meme chofe que fi je
vous difois, monfieur, flattez moi tant qu'il vous plaira, j 'en
ferai charme. J 'en conviens, et je n'en rougis point . Lau-
dan ä laudato viro, a paffe de tout tems pour une ambition
tres pardonnable ; et Ciceron, ecrivant ä un homrae com¬
me vous, lui dit plus d'une fois, erna me.

Je comprens parfaitement cela ; mais je ne comprens pas
eomment on n'eft pas indigne de la flatterie de ceux
dornl'apprqbation reelle feroit ä mon avis humiliante.

Voltaire
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Voltaire rehearfed to me laft year, atBruflels, feveral paf-

fages out of his Mahomet , in which I found fome very finelines, and fome thonghts more brilliant than juft . Bat Ifoon perceived that he had Jefus Chrift in view, under thecharacter of Mahomet ; and I v/ondered thts had not been
obferved at Lille, where it had been acled juft before Iarrived there. I even met with a good catholic at Lifle,who had more zeal than penetration , and who was greatly
edified at the manner in which that impoftor, and enemyto chriftianity , was reprefented.

Äs for unconne£ted fcenes, and mifplaced incidents, ifyou do not like them , you do not like Voltaire, In his
writings, his fubject is out of the queftion ; and all youure to expecl is, bold fallies, and a fet of brilliant and
fingular notions, which he wants to convey to the public,no matter where or how. .

This I could overlook ; he is not the firft authör who has
been carried away, by a lively imagination, beyond thebounds of reafon and accuracy ; but what I cannot fo.rgive
him , and what is really unpardonable, is the great painshe takes to propagate a -doctrine, alike pernicious to civil
ibciety, and contrary to the general reiigion of allcountries.

I much queftion whether it is allowable for any man to
write againft the worfhip and the belief of his own country,even if he were convinced in his own mind that they werenot free from error, on account of the difturbance and dif-
order it would occafion. But I am very certain no man isat liberty to attack the foundations of all morality, .and to
break thofe ties, which are fo necefläry, and already tooweak, to reftrain mankind within the bounds of duty.

Notwithftanding all the foppery, errors, and imperti-nence of authors, I v/i\\ never confent to your giving upthe name, much lefs the trade . The public would be toogreat a lofer, and fo fhould I, and yourfelf too. Befides,the more defedts are obfervable in any fet of men, the more
creditable it is to belong to that fociety, and yet befree from its defefts, which is the cafe with you.

Amongft v/riting animals, as you define authors, the. animal that writes well is as fcarce, as the animal that makes
ufe of his reafon is amongft rational animals, as we arecalled.



TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET . XI. 327
Voltaire m'a recite l'annee paflee ä Bruxelles plufieurs

tirades de fon Mahomet , 011j 'ai trouve de tres beaux vers,
et quek]ues penfees plus brillantes que juftes ; mais j 'ai
d 'abord vu qu ' il en vouloit ä Jefus Chrift, fous le cara&ere
de Mahomet , et j 'etois furpris qu'on ne fen füt pas ap-
percu ä Lille, oü eile fut reprefentee immediatement avatit
que j 'y paflalle. Merae je trouvai ä Lille-im bon catholi-
que, dont le zele furpafloit la penetration , qui etoit ex-
tremement edifie de la maniere dont cet 'impofteur et en-
nemi du chriftianifme etoit depeint.

Pour les fcenes decoufues, et les morceaux deplaces, Ii
vousn'en voulez pas, vous ne voulez pas de Voltaire. Avec
hii, il n'efl: pas quefiion de fon fujet, mais des penfees har-
dies, brillantes et fingulieres, qu'il veut donnei- au public,
n'importe oü ni comment.

Pafle encore pour cela ; il n'eft pas le premier auteur
qu'une imagination vive ait enlev6 au deffus de la raifon et
de lajuftefle ; mais ce que je ne lui pardonne pas, et qui
n'eft pas pardonnable, c'eft tous les mouvemens qu'il fe
donne pour la propagation d'une dodrine aufli pernicieufe
ä la fociete civile que contraire ä la religion generale de
tous les pa'is. ' -

Je doute fort s' il eft permis ä un homme d'ecrire contre
le culte et la croyance de fon pais, quand meme il feroit
de bonne foi perfuade qu'il y eüt des erreurs, ä caufe du
trouble et du defordre qu'il y pourroit caufer ; mais je fuis
bien für qu 'il n'eft nullement permis d'attaquer les
fondemens de la morale, et de rompre des liens fi neccf-
faires, et deja trop foibles pour retenir les hommes dans
le devoir.

Malgre toutela fatuite , tous les egaremens, et les imper-
tinencesd'auteurs, jene conviendraijamaisque vous renon-
ciezä ce nom, encore moins au metier . Le public y per-
droit,j 'y perdrois, et vous y perdriez auffi trop . D'ailleurs,
il me femble que plus un Corps eft fujet ä des defauts
marques, plus il eft glorieux d'etre de ce corps, et en
meme tems, comme vous, d'etre exemptde fes d6fauts.

Parmi les animaux ecrivants, comme vous definiffez les,
auteurs, l'animal ecrivant bien eft aufli rare, qu'eft parmi
les animaux raifonnables, comme on nous definit, l'animal
qui fe fert de fa raifon. Continuez donc, en depit des
caillettes et des pstits m^itres, a me-riter une diftinition
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called. Go on then, and in fpite of all the male and fe-male coxcombs, continue to deferve the diftincbon you
have acquired on fo many accounts, and even add to it,by adding to the number of your volumes. Give us butenough, and I am in no care for the reft. De te nam
Ccetera fumes.

Adieu, fir ; for I perceive that this letter is fvvelling toa volume, wluch would by no means refemble thofe I am
afking you for, but would prove very tirefo'me to you.I am, with all the efteem you deferve,

Your moft humble fervant.
P . S. If you fee Mrs Herault, put her in mind of me;give my refpefts to her, and teil her withal, that if Ihad not an uncommon greatnefs of foul, which rendersme incapable of infult or revenge, I would fend her a

number of Englifh fongs, occafioned by certain ill fuc-
ceües in Germany , which I would tranflate into French,for the ufe of Mr . de Sechelles.

LETTER XII *.
TO MADAME DE TENCIN,

London , Aug . 20 , O . S.
A GITATED with very different fentiments , I have

JL"iL l°ng been m fufpence, whether I Ihould venture tofend this letter . I was aware of the indifcretion of fucH
a fiep, and how faf it was inmiding npon the kindnefsyou lhewed me during my ftay at Paris, to afk for arepetition of it towards another ; but warmly follicited bya lady, whofe merit fecures her from a denia!, and in-
clined to avail myfelf of any pretence to recall fo pleafinga remembrance, inclination (as is commonly the cafej'has
got the better of difcretion, and I at once gratify myown inclination, and the earneft defire of Mrs. Cleland,
who will 'have the honor to deliver this letter to you. Iknow by experience, madam, for I am myfelf an inftance

* This letler has been inferted at the end of Iord Chefterßeld ' s letters
to his fon ; but as the copy which was put into my hands from ladyChefterfield is fomewhat more perfcft , and the anfwer that follows was
oraitted in that colleftion , the readers mny not be difpleafed to find bothtogether in this place.
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qui vous eft due par tant d'endroits, et ajoutez y raerae,
en ajoutant a vos volumes. Donnez nous feulement aflez,
je ne me mets pas en peine du refte. De te natu catera.
futnes.

Adieu, monfieur ; car je m'appercois que cette lettre
approche prefque d'un volume, qui ne reflembleroit nulle-
ment ä ceux que je vous demande, mais qui vous ennu-
yeroit fort.

Je fuis, avec toute l'eftime, que vous meritez,
Votre tres humble fervitewr.

P . S. Si vous voyez quelquefois madarae Herault , faites la
fouvenir de moi, en Paflurant de mon refpeft , et dites lui
de plus, que fi je n'avois une grandeur d'ame unique,
qui me rend incapable d'infulte ou de vengeance, je lui
enverrois bien des chanfons qu'on a faites ici, für cer-
tains mauvais fucces en Allemagne, et que je traduirois
cn Francois , pour Pufage de Mr . de Sechelles.

LETTRE XII.
A MADAME DE TENCIN f.

A Londres , 20 Aout , V . S.
COMEATTU par des mouvemens bien differens, j 'al

longtems balance, avant que d'ofer me determiner ä
vous envoyer cette lettre . Je fentois toute Pindifcretion
d'une teile demarche , et ä quel point c'etoit abufer de la
bonte que vous avez eue pour moi pendant mon fejour a.
Paris, que de vous la redemander pour un autre ; mais
follicite vivement par une dame, que fon merite met ä Pabri
des refus, et porte d'ailleursä profiter du moindre pretexte
pour rapeller un fouvenir qui m'eft fi precieux que le votre,
le penchant, comme il arrive prefque toujours, a triomphc
de la difcretion, et je fatisfais en meme tems ä mes propres
inclinations, et aux inftances de madame Cleland, qui aura
Phonneur de vous rendre cette lettre . Je fais par experi-
ence, madame, car j'en fuis moi-meme un exemple, que
ce n'efl pas la premiere affäire de la forte, ä laquelle votre

+ Sifter in law to the famous cardinal of that namc . She was the pa-
Ironefs of raen of learning and wit,and deferved to be ranked amongß ihem.
She received once a week at her table the moft celebrated of the literaii,
and foreigners properly recommended , who were in any wife quaüfied for
fuch Company. Fentenclle and Montefquieu were her particular friends.
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