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6 LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS

EE 3 =T BB ~EE
TO THE S A M B.

Bath, Nov. 1,°0. 8. 1750,
Expet, madam, you fhould give me credit for the
filence I have kept fo long, from mere ftrength® of
mind, in [pite of the expoftulations of my heart, which
often murmured at it, and was \:-')'m;".uni!y wanting te {ay
fomething to you. This is the cale: towards the latter
end of autumn, my head-aches, gi 1&11.& s, and, in thort,
all the ills that can plague a head; confpired to démolith
mine ; and [ am fure mL.Lh lefs would h.l\.e done i1t. In
this ftate, that head, which well knows the refpect it owes
to yours, and which at beft is very unfit to face it, wifely
determined to conceal itfelf till better times. Tho{c bet-
ter imes are come at laft. | have brought that head to
this place, 1t’s conft ant refuge, and have mended it tole-
rably, by ‘drinking; don’t mItLlluc. me, | mean water-
drinking. = Here then it comes, and once more refpect-
tully bows 10 yours; thatis to fay, I am much better,
and able to repedt to you the affurances of my efteem and
friendfhip, which are proof againft all the ills in the world.
So you have found means, as I made no doubt but you
would, to Keep lady Hervey at Paris: you are in the
right, and fo is the. Her letters are fo many encomiums
upon France and the French, to fucha degrée as even to
be injurious to us. She has the pleafure of feeing you
often, that alone’ would be f{ufficient to make me fay as
much or more. I do not wifth, however, to be fo often the
topic of 'your converfati Jx:s, Fc;n', though you may both
be ever fo much prejudiced in my f—wmt:'._ you both know
me 106 well not to introduce many buts into thofe conver-
fations ; whereas 1 had much rather have each feparately
fpeak of me to thole who do not know me, and then each
might fafely, and I flatter myfelf would, ftretch a little
beyond truth to my advantage.
Your pupil is at prefent in France, roving about Lan-
guedcc, Provence, Dauphiny, &c. He will have the
honour of paying his court to you before Chriftmas. He
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