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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. L1 LIL 9

¥

Paris; je lui ai mandé ou il les trouveroit, {1 vous €royez
que je m’y fuis trompé, ayez la bonté, madame, de lui
indiquer leur demeure, au moins j'en ai agi de bonne fol
avec h.

J'apprends de Berlin que Voltaire a dit un adieu. per-
pétual 2 la France, et s'eft €tabli dans le nouveau {¢jour
des mufes, fous PPAugufte, et en méme tems le Meécene
du Nord ; mais il faut avouer aufli, qulil a monue lus
que de Vart poétique dans le marché qu'il a fait avec ce
prince; car il a la clef d’or de chambellan, ordre de I'a-
miug, cing mille €écus d’entrée, et autant de rente viagere,
dont deux mille, en cas de fa mort, font fubftituées {ur {a
nicce. - Ces conditions fentent plus une des montagnes du
Pérou; que celle du Parnafle. 1l y a déja joué fon Ciceron
par apbel, commed’abus, du tribupal poétique de la France
3 celui de Berlin, et votre anét y a été caflé; mais vous
avez tant de beaux elprits a Paris; que vous ne vous ref-
fentirez pas de'la perte de celui-ci. Les dames meéme
vous en dédomrmagent. - La comédie pathétique de ma-
dame de Graffigny eft excellente, dans. ce golt-1a, et le
Milton de madame du Boccage a, je vousen affure, beau-
coup - de ‘mérite. - Elle I'a beaucoup abrégé, mais avee

jugement ; et fa traduction du Temple de la renommee de

Pope eft d'une exactitude étonnante. Bon foir, madame.
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A LA MEME.

A Bath, ce 5 Nov. V. S. 1750.
: OS dernicres lettres fe font croifées, madame. Tai
recu la vowe deux jours apics avoir envoy¢ la mi-
enne; de fagon que ma juitification trottoit en méme tems
que mon accufation.  Celle-ci ne fera done qu’un remex-
ciment de Vattention que vous avez bien voulu faire 2 mon
filence, qui ne méntoit pas vos regrets, ou vos reproches.

e

merit. Seven years after, fhe took another journey to Italy, and ftayed
(everal months in Rome, where fhe was received and careffed by the late
pope Lambertini and his worthy friend cardinal Pafiionel, as ihe had been
in London by the judges of genius and wit, and in particular by lord Chel=
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terfield. The interefting account of her expedition, w hich was publifhed

by herfelf at Paris, was fince tranflated into Englifb, and printed at Lon:
donin 1770,




10 LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS

That bond of our intercourfe, that child, in fhort, the
object of thofe expreflions, which might appear fufpicious
to any who fhould have the curiofity to open our letters,
will foon have the honor of paying his refpeéts to you.
He will ftand in much greateér need of yourafliftance; than
if thofe fufpicions were well grounded : fuch a birth would
have made full half my care needlefs. | beg, madam,
you will fupply this want by yours, and at léaft make hith
worthy of fucha bitth, as would have made him more
worthy of your care. You are able to do it you who
are capable of giving that to friendfhip, which others know
not how to give but to more tender fentiments. | really
trufl to you alone, to make the fortune of that being which
I commit to you; others will be civil to him, will fay
handfome things of him, 'bat will-not much trouble their
heads about the reft. He would remain juft what he is
now 5 and at his age, if be does not get forward, he muft
80 backward : but I.am very fure youw will act quite other-
wife. - You will tell him of his faults with that authority,
which always accompanies the juftnefs of your remarks,
and the manner of your delivering them, He muft needs
be aukward and fthy, Germany does not give the graces,
and Italy but little more, They are only to be acquired
i the good companies of Patis; therefore you muft not
only permit but command him to frequent your houfe in
the evening, whenever it {uits you to admit him, and, to
get rid of him yourfelf fometimes, thruft him into other
companies; this will be putting a very pleafing, and a
very advantageous, conftraint upon him. He certainly
has a great fund of learning ; whether he has wit [ know
not; but this I know, that if he has, you will put the fi-
nithing hand to his accomplithments, by giving him the
carriage and the graces, that are an ornament to the beft
characters, and in fome meafure atone for the defe@s of
the worft. I the common run of the world, how many
people do we fee, who only make their way under favour
of their manners, whilft others, with great and {olid merit,
never can advance without that fame addrefs! Mere learn.
mg-will not do it; it is the Je ne fais quoi that fets it off,
none but-favages wear jewels in the rough.

Adieu,




TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. LIL 11

Ce lien de notre commerce, cet enfant enfin, Pobjet
qui a donne lieu aux ter mes, qui pourroient &tre fufpects
aux curicux qui ouvriroient nos lettres, aura bientdt I’hon-
neur de vous faire fa cour. Il aura husn plus befoin de
votre fecours, qu’il n’en auroit eu, sl edit €& objet d’un
foupgon bien fondé: une telle naiffance auroit rendu une
bonne moitié de mes foins inutiles. Suppleez, madame,
a ce défaut par les votres, et ren dez le au moins dxqm,
d’une naiffance, qui 'auroit rendu pms digne de vos foins
'x"f_:-u*-‘k pouvez, vous - qui &tes capable le donner a ltmnm:,,

 que les autfes ne favent donner qu'a des fentimens plus
vifs. - Réellement je compte fur vous uniquement, pour
faire la fortune de ‘cet étre que je vous remets; les autres
lui feront des pohteﬂes, m’en dno nt du bien, mais {e fou-
cieront trés-peu au fond durefte: Il en feroit précifément
ol il en eft actucllement, et a cet age, c'eft reculer que
de ne pas avancer : mais:je: fuis bien {Gr que vous en agi-
rez d’une toute autre fagon. Vous lui direz fes défauts
avec cette autorité, qui acc:emparrne toujours la.v;m'h,ii;, de
votre critique; et la maniére avec laquelle vous la ferez.
Il faut néceflairement qu'il foit gauche, et embaraffé.

1’Allemagne ne donne pas les graces, et Pltalie ne les
donn e gueres pluq Ce n’eft que dans les bonnes compag-
nies & Paris quion les peut acquérir : permettez lui donc,
non {eulement, mais ordonnez lui de frequf,ntcr votre mat-
fon les foiréss, c’eft-a-dire quand il n’y fera pas de trop,
et pour vousen foulager quelquefois, fourrez le dans d’au-
tres :ummrmiﬁs, ce fera une contrainte bien douce, et
bien avantageufe pour lui. Il a fhrement un trés-grand
fond de favoir; je nefais s'il ade I’ EH"I"II‘, maﬁ}e fais bien
que s'il en a, vous mettrez le comble 2 fon caractére en

lui donnant les manicres, et les graces, qui ornent les meil-
leurs C“"E‘_J[LI"“!:, et qui expient en quelque facon les fautes
deq plus mauvais. Dans le train ordinaire du monde, com-
ien de gens ne voyons-nous pas, qui ne fe fauvent qu’en
eur de leurs maniéres, et d’autres qui, avec un mérite
-folide, ne fe font pas jour, faute de ces maniéres. On
a bEau i'a.mc:qn1 Ceft le je ne fais quoi, qui- le fait valoir;

il n’y a que les fauvages qui portent les pierres précieules
prutes,

f‘.
tres

Adieu,

r
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12 LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS

Adieu, madam; I fhall leave this place in three days,
and the next news you have from your humble fervant will
be from London.

s i o e e et e A . it e e

o8 Lo F-ReCLHI
TO THE SAME.

London; Dec. 7, O. 8. 1930.

O W flattering would your accufations of wit, cle-
H vernefs, and perfpicuity be, madam, if they were
but well grounded ! If that were the cafe, I thould gladly
plead guilty, and fhould make no defence, for fear of be-
ing acquitted ; but what alarms me is, your menaces in
confequence of ‘my fuppofed crimes. You will alter the
ftyle of your Jetters— do not, for God’s fake, it would be
oo great a lofs to us both. - Don’t go and take up the
fafhionable wit, but be content with your own, which I
can aflure you will never go out of fathion, Carats are
now the tafte, becaufe they come cheap, and are fet in a
thoufand whimfical forms; but they never could banith
the fathion of good large diamonds, which their own intrin-
fic value has fupported hitherto, and will always fupport.
However, if you are determined to exchange your own
for modern wit, I beg it asa favour that you will give your
old.to your pupil.  If he has any himfelf, he will be well
fatisfied with yours; and if he has none, let others take
the trouble of infufing theirs ; you would lofe your labour,
and he would not think himfelf obliged to you.

You fay very right, that we muft be what we are; and
this 1s fo true, that do what we will, we fhall always re-
main {o in the main; the materials will &ill be the fame.
The workmanthip may be varicd, we may fhape it into
new forms, but when we lave done all, if 1t is lead, it
will ftill be lead ; and if weattempt to give it the brilliancy
of gold, we make it appear ridiculous ; that ponderous
matter willnoradmit of it. -~ As for external manners, {oci-
ability and pelitenefs, I believe they may be acquired ?y

ufe,




	Seite 9
	Seite 10
	Seite 11
	Seite 12

