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24 LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTFRS

LE-T- 7 E R LVl
TO THE S AME,

London, Feb. 25, O. 8. 1751,

OBODY in the world, befides yourfelf, knows

' how to combine the true and f{olid duties with the
ornamentals of friendthip. Others, from felfith motives,
too often facrifice the former to the latter; they fupprefs
what they ought to fay, for fear of faying what will dit
pleafe, though it be ever {o neceffary it thould be known.
You, madam, en the contrary, acquit your{elf of the true
duttes of friendthip, by unfolding the truth, be it ever fo
unpajatable, rather than fuffer your friend to remain igio-
rant of an evil, which, perhaps, may be remedied now,
but, in a fhort time, might become incurable. In the
pi&ure you have fent me, which Iam certain is very like
the original, there are {ome firokes that fhock me exceed-
ly, ‘and quite disfigure the whole, though fome of the fea-
“tures are good. . 1 amfadly afraid it will be a hard matter
to mend the original, fince you have hitherto loft your
labour, and I have laboured mceflantly at it for thefe
three years, and as it appears without fuccefs. I again
fend dum a very ftrong letter on that (ubjeét, by this
poft'#, and, as 1 would not have you appear in it, or fet
him- againft you, which would be lofing the only remedy
F'haveapy hopes from, T tell him, that at the fame time
as <l recewed aletter from you, which was much to his
eredit, I received a very different accousni of him from
afriend-atParis; and then'I pretend to fend him an ex-
tract of that friend’s letter, which contains his own picture,
drawn: from the hints you have given me; and I canclude
with the ftrongeft remonitrances; which I am fure he will
aotfhew you. The better to put him upen a wrong fcent,
and to enable you to fpeak more ftrongly to him upon the
fubject, Itell him I have fent you a copy of that piture,
that you may tell me fincerely whether it is like or not.

* There-dsno letter of this date in the colleion juft mentioned ; that
vhich Comes neareft 1o it, as containing an extract of a letter received
frow an impartial and difcerning friend, is dated three weeks before, viz.

#cbruary 4, O. S, but it differs in many particulars,
Be
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