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32 LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS
EE- Tl B RakbX,

T0O THE S:AME,;

London, May 23, O.8. 1951,

O UR S i1s an excellent principle, madam, to anfwer

{peedily when one can anfwer agreeably, and the
practice is eafy to you; but it is not fo to others, who of-
ten have only the will, whereas you always have the power,
Hence it follows, that you will always write {oon, and from
choice ; I but feldom, and from duty. - Your fecond let-
ter, which came yefterday, beforel had anfwered the firft,
now calls upon me for the performance of this duty.

How [ envy you in your vifit at * * * which [ know, by
experience, muft be a delightful ene! If T were but as
young as the amiable mafker of that charming abode, I
would take poft, and come and furprize you there. Eady
Hervey, who has lately enjoyed the {weets of that {ociety,
tells me wonders of it; wonders, Fmean, that are no won-
ders to me, who am {o well acquainted with moft of the
performers, and chiefly with h the part you act. But alas!
it is my hard lot to feel the whole force of temptations,
and not to have power to )1e!d to them; for after all, it
is a fign of weaknefs not to give way, PlLaﬂlrcs are but
too thinly fcattered : reafon bids us feize them, weakne(s
or lazinefs is all that hinders us from compl}mﬂ I fpeak
of innocent pleafures and temptations, and not of crimes,
as you may well imagine. Inftead of thofe pleafures,
which have forfaken me, and which I think no more of,
unlefs I could ' procure them to others, I am going next
week to partake of the little amufements of Babiole, that
is, to walk about, to do one odd thing or other in.my
garden, and to nurfe my pine-apples and melons;- for I
mean to excel in thefe two articles. Excufe a'little falfe
wit, for I muft tell you that the Menagianas, the Scali-
gerianas, and all thofe kind of Anas, are not'to compare
to my Ananas. As for my melons, they are arch-melons;
by dint of culture andart, I bid defiance to our climate,
and raife fuch delicious melons, that if it were practicable
to ferve you as the emperor of the moon 1s ferved, upon
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