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I T hath long been a matter of doubt with me,
whether the following undertaking will tend to pro-
mote the benefit of mankind, which ought to be
the object of every writer : for, though it cannot be
denied that hiftory hath been chiefly founded on
the authority of contemporary relations, and au-
thentic memoirs, yet it is no lefs certain, and hath
often been lamented [1], that nothing hath contri-
buted more to render hiftorical truth fufpected,
than difguifed accounts of fats by interefted itatef-
men, and falfe reprefentations of charaters and
motives by prejudiced or mercenary writers.

The improper ufe, however, which hath been
made of fuch materials cannot be urged as a fuffi-
cient reafon for depriving pofterity of the advan-
tages, which may be derived from them, even
though they may be imperfeét, and in fome inftan-
ces fufpicious. It is from the number and variety
of private memoirs, and the collifion of oppofite

teftimonies,
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teftimonies, that the judicious reader is enabled to ;
ftrike out hight, and find his way through that dark-

nefs and confufion, in which he is at firft involved.

Who cannot but regret that neither the Cato nor

the Anti-Cato have been tramfmitted to us? Who

doth not wifh that Cafar had lived to finifh his
commentaries, and that Pompey’s fons, inftead of
fighting their father’s caufe, had employed them-

felves in writing his life ? What a valuable legacy

would Cicero have left us, if, inftead of fome of his
philofophical works, he had written the memoirs of '
his own times! or how much would ‘Tyro, to whom
pofterity is fo much indebted for the prefervation of

ms mafter’s letters, have increafed that obligation,

if, from his own knowledge, he had conneéted and
explained them ! The life of Agricola, by his fon-

n-law Tacitus, is undoubtedly one of the moft pre-

cious monuments of antiquity, Even remote bio- |
graphers, fuch as Cornelius Nepos [2], Suetonius,
and Plutarch, convey more exa& reprefentations
of perfons and faéts, than compilers, or writers of
abridgments, fuch as Paterculus, Florus, and Juf-
tim ; and to come nearer to our times, the Comines,
Sullys, Clarendons, and Ludlows, will continue to
furvive the Daniels, D'Orleans, Oldmixons, and
Guthries. b

]

But befides this general utility, which public hifto-
ry derives from private authorities, other advantages,

perhaps no lefs important, may be obtained from |

them. It is from obferving different individuals, |
that we may be enabled to draw the outlines of

that extraordinary complicated being, man, ‘The i
characteriftics of any country or age muft be de-
duced from the feparate characters of perfons, who
however diftinguifhable in many refpects, ftill pre-
ferve a family likenefs, From the life of almoft
any
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any one individual, but chiefly from the lives of
fuch eminent men as feemed defiined to enlighten
or to adorn fociety, inftructions may be drawn,
fuitable to every capacity, rank, age, or ‘ftation.
Young men afpiring to honors cannot be too affi-
duous in tracing the means by which they were ob-
tained ; by obferving with what difficulty they were
preferved, they will be apprifed of their real value,
eftimate the rifks of the purchafe, and difcover fre-
quent difappeintment in the pofleflion,

It is not my province to determine, whether the
memoirs of lord Chelterfield will anfwer thefe {eve-
ral purpofes. T profefs, however, they were written
with that view. The tranfactions of the two laft
reigns are fo recent, that general hiftory cannot yet
relate them with faithfulnefs and accuracy. But
materials thould now be collected, charaéters thould
be drawn, while they are ftill frefh in the memory
of the living, and anecdotes fhould be {natched
from the deftrutive hands of time and oblivion.
I do not prefume to have penetrated into the fanc-
tuary, nor can I venture to promife that 1 fhall al-
ways be able to come at the truth; fome fecrets
may, and perhaps muft, remain for ever undilclof-
ed. Thofe, who are poflefled of better informations,
may be incited by this attempt to communicate theiy
knowledge to the public,

How happy fhould I have been, had this under-
taking been honored with the earl’s own afliftance
[3]! Could my pen, as I withed, have been di-
rected by his mafterly hand, pofterity would have
réceived a work more worthy of its attention. As
the difficulty of the tafk excited my induftry, I
have fuppofed myfelf under the infpection of lord
Chefterfield’s piercing eye, commanded by him to

{peak
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fpeak the truth without malignancy and without ex-
tenuation ; and as no man knew better than him-
felf, that perfetion or pure virtue never was the
lot of humanity, I have not fcrupled to add fome
fhades to my colors.

To throw thefe memoirs into fome kind of order,
I have divided them into fix parts, or fections. The
firft contains the early periods of lord Chefterfield’s
life, and extends to his twentieth year, or to the
death of queen Anne. The fecond comprehends
the detail of his conduct at court, in parliament,
and in fociety, during the reign of George the firft,
ending in 1727. The third gives an account of his
firft embafly to Holland, and his return to England,
to the time of his difmiffion in 1733. The period
of his oppofition, during the twelve following years,
is the fubject of the fourth fe¢tion. The fifth in-
cludes his lordthip’s fecond embafly to Holland ;
his adminiftration in Ireland, and his fhare in pub-
lic affairs as fecretary of flate, till the beginning of
1748 when he refigned ; and the fixth and laft re-
prefents his lordfhip in his retreat, enjoying the
fruits of his experience and labors, bearing up
againft the infirmities of old age, and continuing
to the laft the favourite of the mufes, the friend to
his country, and the well-wifher to mankind.

SECTION
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PH 1L.IP Dormer Stanhope, eatl of Chefterfield,

was born 1n London, on the 22d of September
1694 [1].

"T'he antiquity of the Stanhopes [2] is fufficiently
known, and needs no slufiration.  Several of our
firft nobility trace their origin from them [3], and
their connections and intermarriages with the princi-
pal families of the kingdom have been very nume-
rousand extenfive [4]. Their zeal for their coun-
try and fidelity to the crown, Ever fince the reign
of Edward TII. though often tried, could never be
{haken ; and their eminent fervices in the moft cri-
tical times were juftly rewarded by places of truft,
and marks of diftinétion. ~ The honor of peerage
was conferred upon this family by king James L
and the title of earl by his fon.  The late lord ftood
the eighteenth in the rank of the Englifh earls.

The firft earl of Chefterfield loft his fortune, and
two of his fons, in fupport of the royal caufe ; and,
being himfelf taken prifoner, died in 1656, after
twelve years confinement. His eldeft fon had been
dead ever fince the year 1634. By his wiic, Catha-
rine eldeft daughter and coheirefs to lord Wotton,
he left an only fon one year old. His mother un-
dertook the care of his education, and, being ap-
pointed governefs to Charles the Firft’s eldeft

daughter,

1694-
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daughter, accompanied her into Holland, on the
completion of her marriage with the prince of
Orange’s fon, in 1642.  Sheherfelf had married the
Dutch nobleman [ 5] employed in that negotiation,
and by his intereft and fortune had opportunities of
1éndi,n'g fupplies of arms and money to the king,
during his greateft diftrefs. Charles II, on the re-
ftoration, acknowledged thefe fervices, by promot-
ing that lady to the rank of countefs of Chefterfield
in her own right. Her fon Philip, in the mean while,
had the advantage both of a military education in
ﬂuzbeﬂibhno1of§ﬁunpe,undfﬁ'hnbﬂﬁng princi-
ples oppofite to arbitrary power and perfecttion
[6], ina country then fruggling againtt their- unit-
ed efforts.  The finithing of his education; indeed,
may be thought not to have been equally happy, as
he was fent over to Italy, and fpent fome years
there.  He returned, however, time enough, after
he had  inherited his grandfathers title, to bear a
confiderable part in forwarding the reftoration
and in confideration of his fervices, the king ap-
pointed him lord chamberlain to queen Catharine,
and gave him fucceflively two regiments. . He was
likewife conftituted lord warden and lord chief juf-
tice of all the king’s forefts, parks, &c¢. on this fide
Trent [7], and the honor of docor of civil laws was
conferred upon. him ﬁrmeumva&ydTOﬁwd
In his youth he was a man of wit and gallantry,
thoughr&&mrofacennnonbusandjaﬂousdﬁboﬁﬁ-
on[8]. He was thought to have fhared with his
mafler the affeftions of the fartiots lady Caftlemaine,
Ths trefpafs was {lightly refented by the eafy king ;
but retaliated by the duke of York, who, not very'
lecretly nor altogether in vain, paid his addrefles to
mhimwskqmdm&,adm@Mﬂofﬂmdmmof
Ormond. He fhewed his refentment on this ocea-

fion,
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fion, in a manner, which drew upon him the raillery
of the French and other wits of that profligate court
[9]. It was maft probably this motive, that induc-
¢d him to refign all his employments, on the acceffi-
on of king James to the throne. ¢ pafled the re-
mainder of his life, free and difengaged, in a de-
lightful villa [10], and being a great lover of gar-
dening, as well as a fcholar, was complimented
- with Mr. Dryden’s dedication of the Georgics [1 I].
An LlI‘.lnf(jII’ilptE(l courfe of temperance, exercile,
and ufeful amufements, procured him a happy and
long life, being upwards of fourfcore when he died
in 1713

This nobleman’s third wife was Elizabeth Dor-
mer, the earl of Carnarvon’s eldeft daughter, from
whom the late earl inherited one of his names, to-
gether with an eftate.  His father was born of that
marriage; and of him we know little more than
that he was an ear] of Chefterfield [12]. Ttisfaid
that  his apprehenfions of the return of the Stuarts,
an event which he judged near at hand, kept him
attached to their canfe, and that confequently he
difapproved of his eldeft fon’s engagements with the
reigning family. It would appear furprifing that

with fuch principles he fhould have married one of

the daughters of George savile, marquis of Halifax,
if the verfatility of that ¢elebrated nobleman were
not fufhiciently known [ 3]

He had four fons and two daughters [14]. Their
mother did not live Jong enough to take the charge
of their education. 'The ecldeit fon, being rather
neglected by his father [ 5], was taken care of by
his  grand-mother lady Halifax [16], who proved
cvery way equal to this important tafk. - Her mind
{eems fo have been congenial with that of her late

lord.
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lord, and her underftanding and wit were fiill ex-
ceeded by the goodnefs of her heart.

It does not appear that her young ward was fent
to any of the public fchools. His fentiments, man-
ners, and tafte, were all formed upon the model he
found at home. The beft mafters were chofen to
render his accomplithments fuitable to his birth.
They hit upon the art of adapting their infiructions
to his difpofition, and by this method improved his
mind, while they gained his affe&tion.

From his earlieft youth he thewed an ardent de-
fire of excelling in whatever he undertook [17], and
an uncommon refolution in never deviating from
the track he at firft chalked out to himfelf, whatever
difficulties he might find in his way. T'wo inftan-
ces of this, however trifling, T fhall beg leave to re-
late from the informations, which were tranfmitted
to me by the bifhop of Waterford.

He was very young, when lord Galway, who,
though not a very fortunate general, was a man of
uncommon penetration and merit, and who often
vifited the marchionefs of Halifax, obferving in him
a {trong inclination for a political life, but at the
fame time an unconquerable tafte for pleafure, with
fome tin€ture: of lazinefs, gave him the following
advice. -~ “If you intend to be a man of bufinefs,
you muft be an early rifer. In the diftinguifhed
poils your parts, rank, and fortune, will intitle you
to fill, you will be liable to have vifitors at every
hour of the day, and unlefs you will rife conftantly
at an early hour, you will never have any leifure to
your{elf.”  ‘This admonition, delivered in the moft
obliging manner, made a confiderable impreffion
upon the mind of our young man, who ever after
obferved that excellent rule, even when he went to
bed late, and was already advanced in years.

With
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. I

With fuch advantages and expectations, it is not
furprifing that he fhould have had an uncommon
fhare of fpirits. His natural livelines was, in the
beginning of his life, accompanied with fome de-
gree of warmth.  He was rather impatient of con-
tradiction, and is reported to have been fomewhat
paflionate. ‘This difpofition, fo improper for a
ftatefman, was happily corrected by an incident ;
and the leffon he received, was the moft efficacious,
as he gave it to himfelf. = Something, which he faid
or did in a fit of anger when he was young, made

him {o uneafy afterwards that he refolved from that
time to watch over himfelf, and endeavour to curh
the impetuofity of his temper. This he was happy
enough to fucceed in, and for the remainder of his
life he was never known to be difcompofed by any
emotion of his mind,

When he was about fourteen yedrs old, he had
an opportunity of feeing an extraordinary perfon;
Richard [18], the fon of Oliver Cromwell: That
great wicked man, as he was Juitly called, had left
that fon in poffeffion of an authority; which, under
the title of protector, raifed him above of kings.
But he could not infpire him with his own genius;
afpiring {pirit, and undaunted courage. Indolence
and incapacity, which were Richard’s charaéteriftics,
foon drove him from a feat much too exalted for him
Too weak and too inoffenfive not to be {uffered to
live, he quietly retired to the happier fiation of a
country gentleman ; and, without entertaining the
lealt idea of his having loft any advantages, he
fnifhed in obfcurity a long life, untainted by am-
bition and fecured from envy. Such was his fitua-
tion, when he was called upon to give evidence in
a court of juftice. Upon his being named, the at-
tention of the audience was fixed upon him. The

VoL. L B

Judge,

8
i 403,

¢ b

X "l'_'r?..
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r708. judge, fir John Holt, either from regard to his for-
==~ mer flate, or in confideration of his age, thewed him
a kind of diftinction, by ordering hima feat. ‘This
at of humanity drew upon the lord chief juftice the
cenfure of fome perfons; but he was highly com-
mended for it by the queen, when he related the
fact to her in the public drawing-room. Lord
Chefterfield, who remembered diftinétly this tran-
faction, faid that he only faw in Richard Cromwell
a plain old man, without any appearance that could

excite either regard or pity.

1710.  The ftudy of the French language had been an
early part of young Stanhope’s education (1 9) ; and
when he was about fixteen, Mr, Jouneau, a French
clergyman, was employed to improve him in the
{peaking of it, as well as to give him fome tincture
of claffical knowledge, and the firft rudiments of
hiftory and philofophy. = His letters to that worthy
man (22), at the fame time that they fhew the great
progrefs which he had already made in the French
tongue, difclofe the natural turn both of his mind
and heart. 'He exprefles, in a moft lively manner,
his regard for his mafter; and he loft no opportu-
nity of giving him ever after fubflantial proofs of
his gratitude and attachment.

At the age of eighteen, Mr. Stanhope was fent to
Cambridge in order to improve his talents, and form
thofe early connections, which commeonly difcover
a young man'’s natural propenfities, and almoft con-
{tantly determine his future conduct.

=
e |
E—
i ]

Like other majeftic monuments of antiquity, the
Englifh univerfities, defended by their own gran-
deur, and fupported by the veneration in which
they are held, refilt the hand of time, and baffle
any attempt: to impair or to improve. Perhaps,

they
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. .

they may be thought not fo well calculated to fit
young men for a public as for a ftudicus life. The
colleges, of which they are compofed, having been
founded in thofe rude ages, when the clergy were in
pofleflion both of the little ftock of learning fill
fubfifting, and of the great power and influence
which that fuperiority, fuch as it was, gave them,
have ever fince retained, and even now that this
preeminence has ceafed, continue to poflefs advan-
tages peculiar to that order. Eecclefiaftics are al-
moft exclufively members and governors of thefe
noble feminaries of ufeful knowledge: 'There are,
however, fome exceptions ; and the fociety of T'ri-
nity-Hall, which was’ chofen for our young noble-
man’s refidence, has long been diftinguithed on that
account.  “1find,” he fays, in a letter dated Ay
guit 22, 1712, * the college, whete I am, nfinitely
* the beft in-the univerfity s for it is the {malleft,
and it is filled with lawyers, who have lived: in
the world, and know how to behave;” What-
ever may be faid to the contrary, thereis certainly

(44
114
114
(44

(14

ally amongft people of fathion, for-a tham muft
have the -inclinations of a porter to endare it
% here (22).

(44

It is an object, at leaft, of curiofity to be informi:
ed of the firft fteps of a young man, called by his
birth, and entitled by his talents, to the higheft fia-
tions; and Ihave great fatisfaction in being able to
gratify this curiofity by informations drawn from
his own letters. It is now,” fays he, “ fir, I have
““‘a great deal of bufinefs upon miy hands; for I
fpend above an hour every day in ftudying the
civil law (24), and as much in philofophy ; -and
next week the blind man (2 5) begins his leCtures
upon the mathematics ; {o that I am now fully

B 2 * employed,

very little debauchery in this univerfity, ¢fpeci=
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1712, “ employed.  Would you believe too that I read
== ¢« T ucian and Xenophon in Greek ? which is made
“ eafy to me ; for I do not take the pains to learn
¢ a]l the grammatical rules; but the gentleman,
¢ whois with me (26), and who is himfelf a living
“ grammar, teaches me them all as] go along. 1
« referve time for playing at tennis, for I wifh to
¢ have the corpus fanum as well as the mens fana; |
¢ think the one isnot good for much without the
¢ other. As for anatomy, I {hall not have an op-
¢ portunity of learning it ; for though a poor man
¢ has been hanged, the furgeon, who ufed to per-
¢ form thofe operations, would not this year give
“ any leCtures, becaufe it was a man, and then he
“ fays the fcholars will not come.” I have been in-
duced to tranferibe thefe laft lines, on purpofe to
fhew our young nobleman’s early turn to pleafan-
try. It appears from a fubfequent letter, that he
found means to go through a courfe of anatomy,
which, from the fatisfaction it gave him, retarded
for fome time his return to London. It might have
been better for him, i he had not alfo dabbled in
phyfic ; he would not fo often have been his own
patient, or intrufied his health to the care of empirics

171 3 ‘The multiplicity of thefe different ftudies, and
the reclufe life which he led at Cambridge, feem,
from his own account (27), to have rendered him
rather more defirous of difplaying his philological
acquifitions than was fuitable to his rank and deili-
nation. - But this college-ruft could not have pene-
trated very deep, fince it was {o foon and {o per-
fectly worn off;: and our young fludent never for-
got or negleted what he, in the decline of life, fo
firongly pretled upon his fon, that the art of per-

fuading (28) is in fack that of pleafing.
e Party
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ad Party divifions, at that time, ran extremely high, 1713.
de throughout England, and Cambridge was by no “=—v—’
m means exempt from them. Lord Stanhope, fo he
n, was called upon the death of his granslfather Chef-
ng terfield, difclofes very naturally and with good hu-
1 mor, his own ideas in the following lines to Mr.
e Jouneau. ¢ Methinks our affairs arein a very bad
3 ““ way ; but, as I cannot mend them, I meddle
:Ihe * very little with politics : only I take a pleafire in
p- *“ going fometimes to the coffee-houfe, to fee the
e * pitched battles that are fought between the he-
sy *“ roes of each party with inconceivable bravery,
G *“ and are ufually terminated by the total defeatof a
L * few tea-cups on both fides.” ‘The fame coolnefs
e may be difcerned in fome of his lordfhip’s laft let-
i ters : old age and youth have more than one affinit Y.
- After having paffed two years at the univerfity -, 4-
he (29), lord Stanhope was fent, according to the
1V cuftom of his country, to begin the tour of Europe,
ed He did not, however, follow the cofume in every
Ve particular ; for, he was not attended by any gover-
in nor. He haftily paffed through the towns in Flan-
Wi ders, without meeting with any proper objects to
cs improve his underftanding or excite his curiofity.
= He had not yet acquired a tafte for pictures; and
o h.as mind was even at that time, as he exprefled
¥ himfelf (30), more turned to perfons than to things.
cal The fummer of the year 1714 was more agree-
it ably at leaft, if not more profitably, ipent in Hol-
1€~ land, and the greateft part of it at the Hague. it
er- wasin this inchanting place, that he firft began to
or- fee the world. The company he found there,  and
fo which he thought the beft, confifting chiefly of fo-
ers reigners of different countries, and of different

ranks, foon enabled him to throw off the {cholar,
iy and to become in fome meafure a new man. But,

OUeyer
NoOwever




1714. however indebted he might be for his improve-
“e=v=~ ments in good-breeding to his new friends, who
laughed him out of fome of his {cholaftic habits, he
often regretted that he had contracted others among
them, no lefs difgraceful to his underftanding than
H detrimental to his reputation (31).

"L 14 MEETMIIO A R BY OGER
L|

His pleafures, however, never made him lofe
fight of his great object, that of making a figure in
his own country. His principles of liberty were
fufficiently known, and he made no fcruple of avow-
ing them, The earl of Strafford, the Britith ambaf-
fador at the Hague, and one of the plenipotentiaries
at the congrefs of Utrecht, entertained very differ-
ent fentiments, and did not eafily brook contradic-
tion, [have been credibly informed (32), that our
young traveller, the late earl of Burlington, and
Mr, Doddington, fince lord Melcombe, who met
all together at the Hague, fometimes diverted them-
{elves with teazing the warm negotiator, by {peak-
ing in favor of the whig party, and condemning
the tory adminifiration. They would fcarcely have
been fo unreferved, had not affairs in England been
near a crifis.

The accomplifhments, which lord Stanhope had
hitherto acquired, prepared him for Paris, and help-
ed to qualify him for the polite world, which he
found there. The reception he met with muft have
been very flattering, fince he defcribed it in the fol-
towing manner,  * I fhall not give you my opinion
“ of the French, becaufe I am very often taken for
one, and many a Frenchman has paid me the
higheft compliment they think they can pay to
any one, whichis, fir, you are juft like one of
.l * us” “Ttalk a great deal, I am very loud and
i ““ peremptory; T fing and dance as I go along;
: and, laftly, I fpend a monftrous deal of money in

|
i ¢ powder,
} |
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¢ powder, feathers, white gloves, &c¢. (33).” As this
defcription is not unlike that which he gave many
years afterwards of his countrymens way of {pend-
ing their time at Paris (34), we may fuppofe that
he was as yet far from being what he withed his fa-
vourite fon to be, /e petit et Paimable Stanhope (35).
"This furmife is confirmed by his own account of
his aukward appearance in that metropolis of levity
and tafte, and of the means that were ufed to give
him the dow tor (36).

So great were the changes queen Ann’s death
madein England, that he regretted not having been
prefent to partake of the general joy upon the arriv-
al of her fucceflor. He enjoyed, however, almoft
an equivalent {atisfaction, in being a witnefs of the
concern exprefied both by the French and the Jaco-
bites on this event. He, himfelf, efteemed it the
greateft blefling that could have happened to Great
Britain, whofe religion and liberties he firmly be-
lieved would otherwife, in three months time, have
been totally fubverted (37).

Whether his apprehenfions were altogether
groundlefs 1s a point perhaps not eafy to be deter-
mined. That fufpicions of an intended invafion by
the pretender were at that time entertained, appears
from moft of the papers and letters written by or-
der of the electoral family of Hanover a few months
before the queen’s death (38). From thefe we may

Judge of the popular fears at that critical period.

Lord Chefterfield told the bithop of Waterford,
that, if the queen had lived but a thort time longer,
the whigs would have taken up arms (39). -Gene-
ral Stanhope was to hdave commanded the army,
and lord Cadogan to have feized the tower. All the
officers on half-pay, fome of whom are fiill livin 2,
had figned the aflociation. ‘The place of rendez-
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vons was appointed behind Montagu Houfe. The
officers held their arms in readinefs in their bed-
chambers, and were prepared to obey the fummons
at a minute’s warning. Not one of them betrayed
the fecret ; and lord Bolingbroke (40) never heard
of this defign till his return, when lord Chefterfield
told him of it. TLord Bolingbroke, on the other
hand, affured his friend, that he never had any fixed
fcheme in relation to the pretender, and that he had
ﬁi\‘.-’zt}’s avoided fpeaking of him to the queen, who,
he faid, did not like to hear any thing of a fucceflor.
He added, that the pretender never wasin England,
during the tory adminiftration. How far Simulation
or diffimulation influenced the two lords in thefe reci-
procal communications, may, perhaps, be a prob-
lem, which will be differently folved according to
different {yftems. Tord Bolingbroke often faid that
we were ftill too near the fcene, but that, one day,
when private interefts and conneions fhould act
with lefs force, the curtain would be drawn up, and
many {ecrets difclofed.

Lord Chefterfield’s fentiments, however, appear
to have been at all times perfectly uniform. From
thefe he never varied ; his zeal and attachment to
the crown were always tempered by the liberty he
allowed himfelf of Judging of thofe, who were n
actual pofleflion of it, "Thefe rulers of the world
fat long before him ; he obferved them both in their
royal robes and in their undrefs, and, having alter-
nately beén in favor and in difgrace with them, he
drew their pictures from life with a true, but never
flattering pencil. ' ' e

‘The period we now conclude, and which may be
called preparatory, is not in the leaft interefting in
the earl of Chefterfield’s life, It fhews the early

pains
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pains he took to lay in a ftore of ufeful as well as ex-
tenfive knowledge, and to habituate himflf to an
exertion of the mental powers he had received from
nature. The building was now begun, and, to ufe
his own metaphor, truly upon the principles of the
Tufcan order, having all the ftrength and folidity
neceflary to bear a noble and permanent f{uper-
{truture. As yet, however, the work was coarfe
and inelegant. The ornamental parts of the Doric,
Ionic, and Corinthian orders, were fiill wanting to
complete the whole. How thefe deficiencies were
fupplied, or, to quit the metaphor, how the accom-
plithed gentleman fucceeded to the imperfet youth,
fhall be fhewn in the next fecton.
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G EORGE the firft, elector of Hanover, af-
cended the throne of Great Britain without any op-
pofition.  His title, though founded upon the prin-
ciples of the revolution, upon repeated acts of par-
liament, and the choice of a free nation, was not
however univerfally acknowledged. The govern-
ment had been for many years in the hands of real
or fufpected enemies; whom it was equally dan-
gerous to continue in power, or to difmifs. Their
fecret wifhes, it was thought, had long been turned
towards a competitor for the crown, who had been
formerly acknowledged by Lewis XIV. and, while
that monarch lived, was certain of finding in him,
equally from motives of ambition and confcience,
a zealous, though not an open, friend [1].

The new king arrived in England near two
months after he had been proclaimed. ‘The op-

* polite parties were prepared for the flruggle. Se-

veral changes had taken place; many more were
expected, and a total revolution in the political
fyftem was, not without anxiety, forefeen.

This critical fituation obliged the new miniftry to
call in to their affiftance all thofe perfons, who, from
inclination and principle, were attached to their
caufe. Lord Stanhope was one of the firft fent for.
He owed this diftinction to general Stanhope, grand-

{on
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fon to the firft earl of Chefterfield by a fecond
wife, and uncle to his father. As this brave officer,
to whom the nation owed the conqueft of Minorca,
was one of the principal leaders of the whig
party, and had flood forth in defence of the Han-
over family during the trying years of the lat reign,
he expedted, and deferved, to be nobly rewarded,
He was immediately appointed fecretary of flate,
and foon obtained the greateft fhare in the affetions
and confidence of the fovereign. His young kini-
man could not have wifhed for a more favourable
Introduction ; and therefore, though he had in-
tended to {pend the next carnival at Venice, he did
not hefitate to facrifice in this, as in many other in-
ftances, his pleafure to his duty.

Upon his arrival in London, he was prefented
to the king, and appointed one of the gentlemen of
the bed-chamber to the prince of Wales, This poft
was equally fuitable to his birth, his age, and his
inclination. His genius, application, and know-
ledge of the conflitution, gave him the beft oppor-
tunities of acquiring the language and fcience of
courts, of ingratiating himfelf with the fucceflor to
the crown, and of transforming a German prince
into a Britith king. He found by his own expe-
rience, as he fomewhere obferves, that young favor
is eafily acquired ; and that, when acquired, it is
warm, though perhaps not more durable than mof
other court attachments ufually are.

In a foil fo unfavourable to the growth of virtues
as courts generally are, it was our young lord’s pe-
culiar good fortune to meet with a man, whom So-
crates would, probably, not have difowned as a dif-
ciple ; and he had the good fenfe to make that man
his friend. Lord Lumley, afterwards o well known,
fo greatly efteemed, and o univerfally regretted,

under
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under the name of lord Scarborough, was at this
time lord of the bed-chamber, and mafter of the
horfe to the prince. The intimacy between thefe
two noblemen was unreferved, notwithftanding the
differences of characters and age, for lord Scarbo-
rough was ten years older; it continued unalterable
amidft the confli¢t of interefts and parties. We
need no other teft of the charaters of thefe two
lords, than that, though courtiers, they loved,
trufted, and efteemed each other.

In thefe troublefome times, a feat in parliament
was not confidered merely as an honor, but alfo im-
plied a duty, the performance of which was ex-
pected from all thofe, whofe abilities were adequate
to the tafk. They were called upon to make an
open declaration of their fentiments, and to em-
ploy their powers in the fervice of their refpective
parties. For thefe purpofes, lord Stanhope was
elected into the firft parliament under George I. as
reprefentative of the borough of St. Germains,
Cornwall.

But though the intereft of his king and country
was the primary object of his lordfhip’s attendance
in that great affembly, where public good is fo
much talked of, and private intereft {o often pur-
fued ; yet, perhaps, the thirft of glory, that power-
#ul incentive to great actions, was a motive of fome
weight with him. He knew that {peaking well in
the houfe of commons was the only way of making
a figure, and rifing to honors. Nature, by no
means, if 1 may borrow his expreflions, intended
him for a perfona muta, and one of the pedari. He
could not, without the utmoft violence to his cha-
ralter, refolve to give filent votes. He tells his fon,
that from the day he was elected to the day that he
fpoke, which was a month after, he thought and

dreamt
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dreamt of nothing but {peaking ; and, though much
awed the firft time, he acquitted himfelf in 2 man-
ner, which raifed the expectations of his friends as
well as his own.

The circumftance, in which he firft took an ac-
tive part, was delicate and in fome degree decifive.
The principal minifters of the late queen had been
driven out of their country, or fent to the tower.
Their antagonifts, perfecuted by them in the laft
reign, became in this, ftill more from revenge than
from intereft, their perfecutors; and it is not un-
likely that the rebellion which enfued, was as much
the effect of the violence of the latter, as of the in-
clination of the former [2]. Articles of impeach-
ment were drawn up by a committee of enquiry,
compofed of one and twenty members, againft the
principal contrivers of the peace of Utrecht. One
of thefe was the duke of Ormond, who, as well as
lord Bolingbroke, was prudent enough, to with-
draw from the ftorm, and to leave the kingdom. As
the duke had never been a friend to the laft-named
lord, and feemed much lefs culpable than the other
minifters, feveral of the moft ‘moderate whigs
were inclined to treat him with lefs feverity,
The majority, however, were of a different op'i--
nion; and our new member, who, on this occa-
fion, {poke for the firft time, appeared, what the
well-meant zeal of inexperienced youth only could
excufe, particularly violent. He faid that, “ he
*“ never withed to fpill the blood of any of his
Countrymen, much lefs the blood of any noble-
man ; but that he was perfuaded that the {afety
of his country required that examples fhould
be made of thofe who betrayed it in fo in-
“ famous a manner [3].” ‘This {peech, he owns
to his fon, was but indifferent as to the matter -

ne
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he even acknowledges that, if he had not been a
young member, he certainly fhould have been
reprimanded by the houfe for fome firong and in-
difcreet things which he had fpoken. It went off
however tolerably well, in favor of the fpirit with
which it was uttered, and the language with which
it was graced. DBut, though he was not publicly
cenfured, he could not efcape private admonition.
As foon ashe had done {peaking, one of the oppofite
party took him afide; and, having complimented
him upon his coup d’effar, added, that he was ex-
actly acquainted with the date of his birth, and
could prove that, when he was chofen a member of
the houfe, he was not come of age, and that he was
not {o now : at the {fame time he affured him, that
he wifhed to take no advantage of this, unlefs his
own friends were pufthed, in which cafe, if he of-
fered to vote, he would immediately acquaint the
houfe with it. Lord Stanhope, who knew the con-
fequences of this difcovery [4], anfwered nothing,
but, making a low bow, quitted the houfe direétly,
and went to Paris, probably not much concerned
at the opportunity afforded him of finifhing his no-
viciate in that city [5].

In the mean while, the rebellion had breken out
in fome parts of England as well as of Scotland.
"The fuccefs of this undertaking is fufficiently known.
Like all other precipitate and ill-conduéted {chemes,
it was foon quelled, and only ferved to diftinguifh
the friends of government from its enemies. = It is
by no means improbable that lord Stanhope’s expe-
dition to Paris had more than view. During the
life-time of the old French king, the caufe of the re-
bels had been indireétly fupported by that court;
and even in the beginning of the regency, all the

vigilance of the Britifh minifter was exerted to ob-
; firuct
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ftruct this pernicious intercourfe[6]. Lord Stanhope,
who, under the appearance of a man of pleafure,
knew how to conceal the man of bufinefs, may have
been of fingular fervice in difcovering fecret in-
trigues and machinations, and could never have
found a better fchool to improve his talents for ne-
gotiation. All the motions of the Jacobites were
narrowly watched ; their correfpondence with thofe,
who had taken up arms in favour of the pretender,
detetted, and the fupplies from his well-withers in
France in great meafure cut off. Lord Bolingbroke,
it is well known, was by the ambaflador’s influence
reclaimed from the fervice of the chevalier to that of
the king ; and he juftified the account, which the
earl had given of the fincerity of his return [7], by
fecret afliftance and feafonable informations,  The
careful and fpirited condué of lord Stair was at
that time greatly commended, though afterwards
not {ufficiently acknowledged [8.]

‘The fuccefs, which had attended the meafures and
arms of government, was not thought fufficient to
fecure its ftability. The rafhnefs and impetuofity,
with which the rebellion had been carried on, were
proofs of the confidence, which thofe who were
concerned in it placed in their firength, and feemed
to indicate that they poffeffed refources the more.
alarming, as they were concealed. The number of
the difaffected had' on this occafion been found to
be much greater than was before fufpedted. With-
out fecret encouragement, the pretender would
fearcely have ventured to come over to Scotland,
and to fuffer himfelf to be crowned after the over-
throw of his forces. His friends abroad, though dif-
appointed, eontinued fiill to threaten [9]; his par-
tifans in the kingdom, and' even in both houfes,
dropped hints of revenge: Though the majority in

the
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the prefent parliament was greatly on the fide of
the whigs, the leaders of that party feared, or feemed
to fear, that another election might not be equally
favourable to them. This apprehenfion induced the
miniftry to bring in a bill for making this, as well as
future parliaments, {eptennial.

The duration of thefe national affemblies is well
known to have varied at different periods. The
time of their being convened has moftly been un-
fettled, and though their meetings were fometimes
}’eﬂrl}_', or perhaps more frequent, yet The_y’ com-
monly were occafional, and dependent upon the bu-
finefs of the kifgdom. ‘The parliament became in-
dependent of the crown under Charles I. and with
ptoper management might have become fo of the
people, under his fons.  The firft error proved fatal
to the king, the lait might have been deftructive of
the conflitution. To prevent both extremes, the
reigning party, foon after the revolution [10], pro-
cured an act to limit the duration of parliaments to
three years. Experience foon difcovered, efpecially
in the following reign, the inconveniencies of too
frequent elections, which often favor the ends of
faction, and are the caufe of unfteadinefs in the ad-
miniftration of affairs. The ferment, in which the
nation was at that time, and the neceflity there was
of a firm and permanent minifiry, rendered thefe
confequences more obvious and more dangerous, It
was apprehended that the malecontents might with
for a time of general confufion, as being the moft
favourable to their defigns. A period of feven
years was therefore propofed to be fubfiituted to
that of three ; and after a ftrong debate, the motion
was carried in both houfes. Lord Stanhope fpoke
in fupport of this alteration,and we learn from him-
felf [10], that this fecond fpeech was delivered with

more
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more freedom, and received more favourably than
the firft. His fentiments on this fubje&t feem to
have continued the fame through life[11], and
though he often expreffed in the ftrongeft terms his
fears of the progrefs of corruption [12], he did not
feem to think fhort parliaments a certain remedy
againit it. Indeed, the fcenes of violence and de-
bauchery, infeparable from popular elections, af-

ford juft reafons to doubt whether the return to tri-

ennial or even annual parliaments would, in the
prefent flate of things, contribute more to the ad-
vantage of liberty than to the encouragement of

licentioufnefs and the propagation of vice,
4
Our young fenator contiriued from timie to time to

fpeak in the houfe of commoris, and it appears from
his account {13] that he took pains to improve his
manner, and fhake off his apprehenfions. The
advantage of his rank, the figure he made in parlia-
ment, his infinuating graces in 4and out of court.
muft have raifed him very {peedily to the higheft
employments, if an unforefeen event had fiot for a
time obfiructed his elevation.

This incident was the mifunderftanding between
the king and his fon, which happened about this time.
It took its rife from a circumftance, which would
appedr of little moment [14), if even the moii
trifling occurrences did not become important, by
the greatnefs of the perfons concerned in them.
There were, in this cafe, other caufes, which con-
tributed to the effect. The people in power had for
fome time been divided ; and the principal of them,
headed by lord Townfhend, were thought to be
fupported by the fucceflor, His {pirits, and a better
acquaintance with the language and laws of the
kingdom, naturally drew after him a great number
of adherents, More heat was {hewn by the king on
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this eccalion than ml.jht have been expeéted from
a man of his eafy and benevolent difpofition, who in
private life would have been loved and efteemed as
an amiable if not as a bright man. 'The punu of
‘Wales was no lenger appointed regent of the king-
dom, in his farher’" abfence; he was ordered to quit
the palace, 1 puhln: honors were paid to his rank,
he was {e I"’]'I’Lti_l from his children, and a confulta-
tion was held to appropr iate to their maintenance
part of his income of one hundred thoufand pounds.
This laft attempt did not fucceed. Even court-
fawyers decided, that, if the father and mother were
not allowed to fuperintend the education of their
family, they ought to be excufed from bearing an
part 1n the expence.

During the time of this divifion, no perfon was
allowed to remain neuter. The courtiers deferted
the prince ; and his friends were not received at St.
James’s. This was the cafe with lord Stanhope,
Attached to one court, he could expect no favor

from the other, where the influence of his friends
muﬁ otherwife have fecured his promotion. Gene-

—t

ral Stanhope, by his merit and zeal, was grown all-
powerful with the king, who readily formed private
attachments. He &{,comptrV‘d his malter, in all };53
expeditinw' to Hanover, both as a minifter and a

friend, and was fuccefively adva E"CLJ to the ranks
of vifcount and of earl. When fir Robert Walpole
quitted the poﬂ of firft IO]d of the treafury, he was
appointed to fucceed him; and, having made an ex-

|
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change with the earl of -rnl_n-:-.‘i.._ riand, held the fzals

as fecretary of flate. 'The intereft of fuch 2 man
was therefore of the higheft importance ; '

proved extren
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greateft efforts were made for fome years to detach

that was offered, we may judge of the valtié that
was fet upon his abilities. His father was to have
been made a duke . biit this offer caiild fof tempt
him. He was uns nlll ng to barter his honor for any
title; and thought likewife that the vy ounger fons of
a duke ought to have lar ger forturies t]mrl either his
brothers or his children were likely to have. 'The
old ear] of Chefterfield, though fhy of the court,
was lefs indifferent to its trappings. He csrprc ffed

his .pl afure at his fou’s refud dl and perhaps was
ha l “Y in having a new excufe o juitify his ill-treat-
t of him.

Lord Stanhope was, unfortunate 15, obliged to
divide for the firft time againft the court, in the
conteft for the repeal of the occafional and 1._1;.1’1
bills [16]. 'Thefe two atts, which Had been paffed
with much difficulty during the laft years of queen
Ann, excited great difcontent. The moft mode-
rate of the tories, as well as the whigs, judged them

| b

extremely oppreflive to a confiderable part of the
nation. Nothing gwee 2 more convincing proof
how far the fpirit of party may carry people be:
yond their reai fentiments, than to {eé fome great
imen, whom ftoleration had f{)““l‘"@x ly favoured, now
becoming the advocates of intolerant pr-ia:iples;
and to obferve feveral of the rmﬁer oppofers of

=

thefe bills, now equally violent in their oppofition to
the repeal. I am told, fir Robert Walpole r:art'{, -
farly rcgrctted his havmg joined the clamorous high-

churell men on that occafion. © Youns lord Stan
hope, who was in the fame oppohiti
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tiont,; 2nd voted on:
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“ man in the world to be faved out of the pale of
¢ the church, not confidering that matters of opi-
“ nion do not depend upon the will ; that it is g
*“ natural and as allowable that another man fhould
¢ differ in opinion from me, as that I fhould differ
** from him ; and that if we are both fincere we are
* both blamelefs, and fhould confequently have
“ mutual indulgence for each other.” His good
fenfe, however, did not fuffer him to join in the new
teft, propofed by lord Guernfey, which though
{upported by the great Mr. Addifon, was rejected
by a majority of the houfe [17].

The prince of Wales’s patience, we may fuppof
was put to a trial, when the bill for imiting the
number of peers [18] was brought into parliarmen
for two fucceflive feflions. However reafonable thi

‘bill might be thought in itfelf, it fcemed partial, ill

timed, and only intended to ferve as a teft between
the worfhippers of the fetting, and thofe of the
rifing, fun. The lofs, which the crown would haw
fuftained in the power of acknowledging fervices
and of fecuring a majority in the upper houfe, could
only be felt by the fucceffor ; and, in proportion &
1t leffened the future influence of the crown, it mull
neceflarily diminith the number and zeal of th
prince’s friends. - This confideration, probably, had

, Breater weight with the houfe of commons than th

motives of emulation deduced from the fituationd
the temples of virtue and of honor, which were mof
eloquently difplayed by one of the members, Hi
feverely reflected upon a gentleman, who, having
gained admittance into the houfe of peers, feemel
to wifh to fhut the door after him [19]. Probably
the defire of fhewing his gratitude to his benefactor
influenced our young nobleman, as much as the uti
ity of the hill and his own anftocratical principles

fo
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o divide with all the Stanhopes (20) in favor of the
minority, which for the firft time under this reign
was on the court fide. The bill, which had readily
pafled the houfe of peers, was by an equally great
majority thrown out in the houfe of commons, and
has. never been introduced fince.

Whether this ill fuccefs, or the confufion of affairs
i the enfuing fouth-fea year, contributed to a ter-
porary reconciliation in the royal family, is uncer-
tain. The prince was reftored to public honers,
though not to public truft; and his friends were
again well received at the king’s court. It happen-
ed unfortunately for lord Stanhope, that his relation
died {uddenly in the meridian of his power, and
was fincerely regretted by his mafter (21). But
lord Townthend, who fucceeded as {ecretary of
ftate, became alfo lord Stanhope’s patron, and lived
ever after with him in as firict an Intimacy as their
different ages and fituations would admit.

The prince of Wales had probably expe&ted to
bear a part in public affairs, and to be conflituted
regent during his father’s abfence. He swas difap-
pointed, however, in his expectations; for, when
the king went to Hanover in 1720, the regency
was put into other hands (22). The prince’s friends
voted next year on the fide of the oppofition. We
accordingly find lord Stanhope’s name amongft the
{peakers againft the coust, on a queftion concerning
a fmall tax to be laid on civil employments. In
this debate, he anfivered his friend and kinfman,
Mr. Henry Pelham; as afterwards in the other
houfe he frequently oppofed the duke of Newcaf-
tle: buf it was his maxim, that political affairs
know no relations, friends, or acquaintance.

“The alarm occafioned by the difcovery of a new
plot, for 2 time, puta fiop to thefe divifions, and

united
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united all thofe who were well-affected to the fami-
ly. The particulars of this intrigue, in whicha
catholic duke, a proteftant bithop, an Englith no-
bleman, an Irith peer, two divines, and a phvﬁcmn‘
were all m;‘"'m_d to be engaged, remain a myftery
even to this day. ‘The danger, to which the pro-

teftant caufe would have been expofed if the confpi-

racy had {ucceeded, made the friends to the confti-
tution exert themfelves with redoubled vigor, As

this was 'EF';r: eriod of elections for the fecond par:

liament of Lnsa reign, great efforts were made og

h fides to procure a majority ; but the court had

manifefily the advantage. ‘The king, with a view

of '1 creafing his ‘popularity, took his fon with him

1 2 tour, v which he made through the weftern pro-
vinees Fc reviewed his troops encamped on S

ain,

litbury | and appeared as the monarch of the
fea, on x—-ui ting at Portfmouth the triumphant fleet
Emel\ umc,d from the glorious expedition t

Vieflina

The effefts of thefe meafures were obvious. I
the firft feffion of parliament, a motion was mads,
and carried, to firengthen the power of government
by

an augmentation of 4000 men to the army,
Lord Stanhope, then member for Loftwithie 35 i
Cornwall, a bor mz‘lh for which, when he becames
peer, his brother, John 51&11[10}}6, was elected re
_{.'Li;:c.ﬂ-:'.'}l!ivt.i {1 J]f""'. "113 great firength in' favor o
the motion. ~ He was L“lr‘udbtc.ip glad of an op
portunity of fhewing his attachment to the reigning
family, though he mtﬁlu, by this frefh inftance o

1 1 ] e e I v
zeal, {till add to his father'sd lifpleafure.
4

£3¢ was foon after rewarded or this mark of ﬂt’”’
T s M ML ted ¢ ( I
Hiy, Dy being. appointed captain of the yeomen of
¥ !
e guards. - It is remarkable, that this favor w

Tanies at the tirma that + . (e411 r [
"-f'__'_-n.....tt-h-. at thoe time th: L the !).il'l'.':q o1l 1CL1111L0-, Ol
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5i
s for Hanover, again excluded the prince from the 1723
1 _:cnc*s, Lord Townfhend, to whom he fucceed- =~
o cd in this poft, advifed him, to ma%r.eli_t_ more profit-
= able, than he himfelf had cigxle?_.., by difpofing of the
?Cf}!' I?Ez:ccs. 33 11‘&“&1@.:‘, for this time,” aqfwered lord
sl Stanhope, W!i”%l to follow your lordfhip’s example
i than your advice.” Lord L',uin}ey, who was De_-
- come lord Scarbnrmmh by his father’s death, had

A fix years before obtained the fecond regiment of
foot guards. A happy conformity of principles be-

Jar- - A
tween 1hL e two nu[“}l':"i ‘N Pre oduced a limilarity of

|

CC "\.'.‘
had

commiflions were ever i(;,d by either.

t in fimilar circumftances. None of-the

16w

him On the revival of the order of the Bath, hislord- ;74,¢
o- fhip was offered the red ribband. 'This he thought

Sa- proper to refufe ; and was not well pleaied with his

the ?.'}mthrsj fir William, for accepting it. It is alfo

Jeet faid, that his lordfhip took an opportunity of exer-

L 10 qimﬂ !ns]mmuumq talents upon this occafion ; for

fir William Morgan of Tredegar, one of the new
knights, having iu{’r the enfign of the order, he
made a ballad to turn it into I]dILHlC. This ballad,

In

s I am informed, was equally witty and fatyrical.
ent :
mu‘i Whether this humorous piece of pleafantry fol-
5 iowed or preeceded his 16rdfhip’s difarace, isuncer-
aed tain. But, when the king fet out Ima year for
t¢.  Hanover, among the ch’mge that were made as
o cou lord St 1']'10}')&, (hared the fate of Mr. Pulte-
op 1;':1,-? and was difmiffed from his place,
1ng I have been informed, that a fingular circumftance
*%  prevented his lordthip from du_g;m_\,-mg his abilities
in the houfe of commons, as he afterwards did in
idlee the houfe of peers. There Wwas a2 member of tha:
n of :E'"’“"hs who, though not poflefled of {fuperior powers
was. -~ nad the dangerous talent of making thofe , Whom he
out anfwered, :

for
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anfwered, appear ridiculous, by mimicking their
tone and action. Lord Stanhope was often ex-
pofed to this unequal conflict, and always found
himfelf hurt by it.  Poflibly, this circumftance, had
he remained long in the lower houfe, might have
deprived his country of one of its fineft orators.

It was therefore fortunate, both for the public and
himfelf, that the death of his father, which happen-
ed foon after, removed him to the houfe of lords,
During the remainder of that reign, he continued
true to his engagements, and {poke occafionally on
the fide of the oppofition. But he then had few op-
portunities to diftinguifh himfelf, in the manner he
afterwards did in more important debates,

The complaint of a want of form in a meflage
from the king occafioned a very {mart conteft in
the houfe of lords. The earl of Chefterfield, a
few months after he had inherited the title, {tood
up in vindication of the privileges of the houfe. He
likewife {poke the year after in 2 debate concerning
a clapfe in a money-bill; which gave the {ov ereign
a difcretionary power of applying part of the f{up-
plies in any way he might think proper, for the fe-
curity of the kingdom, and the maintenance of the
peace of Europe. In both cafes, however, lord
Chefterfield contented himfelf with {peaking, and
avoided joining in the protefts which were entered
and {igned by the diffenting lords,

Nothing {eems to have hurt George the firft more
than the frequent oppefitions he met with on ac-
count of fubfidies. Bred up in principles different
from thofe of the country which he was called to
govern, he could not avoid complaining to his moft
intimate friends, that he was come over to England
tg be a begging king. He added, that he thought

il
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SEC'T. IL

his fate very hard to be continually oppofed in his
applications for fupplies, which he only afked that
he might employ them for the advantage of the
nation. How far he might deceive himfelf in thefe
notions can fcarcely now be afcertained. He is al-
lowed, by thofe who knew him beft and were moft
attached to him, to have been fomewhat inclined to
parfimony, diffident of himfelf, and very partial to
his elettorate. But, if he was fhy of appearing
in the full {plendor of majefty, he was ftill more
averfe from any a&t of oppreflion ; and, contented
to be beloved by afew, did not with public incene.
He died fuddenly, of an apoplettic firoke, on his
Journey to Hanover, the 11th of June, in the fixty-
eighth year of his life; and left many private
friends, who fincerely lamented his lofs,

Perhaps, had he lived longer, he would have

judged more favourably of his fituation ; and expe-
rienced, that to be truly a Britith king s in fat to .

be the greateft monarch in Europe. The earl of
Chefierfield was not fufficiently intimate with him,
to make him fenfible of thefe great truths, which
lord Scarborough and himfelf endeavoured fo jn-
culcate into the mind of his fucceffor. Their en-
deavours may be fuppofed not to have been alto.
gether fruitlefs, but might have proved ftill more ef.
fectual, if other interefts and conne@ions had not
concurred with the prejudices of a firft and foreign
education to leffen their influence. Happy thofe
kings who have Sullys for their guides! and happy
thofe guides who -have fuch kings as a Henry IV,
of France for their pupils |

Before we quit this period, in which lord Chefler-
field made his firft appearance in the world, both
as a fenator and courtier, it will not be improper to

. take
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take a fhort furvey of his talents, and of the oppor-
tunitiés he had, as well as of the means he employ-
ed, toimprove them.

Genius is certainly not confined to place or time,
Bountiful heaven has 11: attered 1t over the whole
world, and, as far as we know, 1n p"opovtiuns not
very unequal. Eut the exertions of genius, and
efpecially its application to any particular ob;ect
feem rather to dt‘*)rin.l on circumf{tances. Eloquence,
which in this ifland, as in all free flates, opens the
readieft way to honots, is never in greater eftumati-
on, nor employed with more fuccefs, than in thofe
critical times, when the higheft interefts become fub-
jects of debate, and difputes run lefs on the good of
the {tate than on its prefervation. It is with orators
as with warriors; therr numbérs are increafed m
thofe times when they become moft neceflary ; and
an age of dangers, difficulties, and ftruggles, never
fails uf producmg both.

"This was evinced in the period which immediates
ly fucceeded the reign of queen Ann. A difputed
title, 2 Folclgjp pihlu_, two oppofite factions violent-
ly exafperated, and lt'iD].thelj bent on each other’s
defiruction ; invafions from without (23), open
(24) and fecret confpiracies within (25), an unfet-

tled peace, a treafury exhautted, and the apprehen-

fions of a national bankruptcy (26); was the flate
of the nation during the life of George I. His good
fenfe, knowledge of the interefts of Europe, and
(notwithitanding what the pen of party, or even
tord Chefterfield, may have advanced to the con-
trary) his forefight and ativity, fupported and firm-
ly eftablifhed a throne raifed on an unftable founda-
tion; and through his management the Britifh
crown was fixed upon his head by that power which
had




ate
od
ind
ven
oMt

da-
tith
ich
1ad
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had been moft interefted, as well as induftrious, in
endeavouring to deprive him of it (27).

To a man of moderate abilities, it might have
fufficed to have yielded to the impulfe of the times ;
but lord Chefierfield was not contented to glide
paflively along with the fiream. Many circumftan-
ces enabled him to take a more attive part; and
he neglected none of the advantages, which fortune
threw in his way. Born with a fpirit of obfervation,
he from his youth had remarkable opportunities of
obferving great men. The reftoration and the re-
volution were both under his eyes.  The principal
actors in the bufy {cenes of the preceding century
were {till living. If he had not the happinefs of be-
ing informed and directed by his grand-father, Ha-
lifax, he was at leaft introduced very early into the
company of Halifax’s rivals, as well as into that of
his friends. Danby and Montagu, inveterate ene-
mies under Charles I, whofe fchemes they had by
turns encouraged and defeated, were now fafely ar-
rived in port.  Eree from thofe tumultuous paflions,
which had {o long kept them at variance, they daily
met, like friends, at the houfe of lady Haliﬂ.lx-, as

the elder African’s brother, and old Cato, may be

fuppofed to have done at the houfe of

the mother
of the Gracchi (28).  Under their eyes,

the young
cagle was made to try his wings, in order one day
to foar above their reach

Models of eloquence of all kinds were equally fet
before him. In the lower houfe, which he had juit

quitted, he had heard, and fometimes borne a part

in thofe animated debates, in which Shippen,

Wyndham, and Eromley, made a vigorous, though
unfuccefsful, fland againil thofe whom they had
1+ rerisy defeanfa TR S ok,

ormerly defeated,. Walpole-and Pulteney, united

thair had s 5 s el = -
ey had been by party and by-common danger

g ?
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feparated as foon as they were victorious. Wal-
pole, born for bufinefs, indefatigable in labor, and
fupported by a powerful influence (39), was a clear,
as well as artful, {peaker ; and his cotemporaries al -
lowed him to be at once the beft parliament-man,
and the fitteft to take the lead in the houfe. Pulte-
ney, by nature formed for focial and convivial plea-
fures, excited by refentment to engage in bufinef,
and raifed by art to be the idol of the people, unit-
ed all the qualities of 2 complete orator. He was
florid, entertaining, perfuafive, pathetic, and fub-
lime, as occafions required. ‘The firft, equally
mafter of his {ubjet and of himfelf, appeared con-
flantly calm, quickly difcovered the difpofition of
hus hearers, and, never unprepared himfelf, knew
equally when to prefs and ‘when to recede : the fe-
cond, whofe breaft was the feat of ever-contending
paflions, with arguments, wit, and even tears at
command, bore down all oppofition, and fometimes
awakened the fenfibility of thofe whom he could not
convert, Thefe two great men, fo different in
their manner, deferved to be ftudied, though not to
be implicitly followed, by fuch an original genius as
lerd Chefterfield.

The npper houfe was no lefs fertile in great cha-
racters fit to attract his obfervation. Sommers in-
deed was then no more (30) ; but Cowper ftill dif-
tinguifhed himfelf by fuperior powers of elocution
(31). Harley flill fpoke, and fometimes ftill with
dignity (32). But, above all, lord Bolingbroke,
whom lord Chefterfield heard in his youth, had
made the ftrongeft impreflions upon him (33).
Among the perfons, who fucceeded to thefe emi-
nent fpeakers, feveral would have appeared with
greater advantages, if the qualities of their hearts had
equalled thofe of their heads The unprincipled

and
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IL

and unthinking duke of Wharton difgraced the fin~
eft parts and beft education by the bad ufe he made
of both; and, with the capacity of a Tully, be-
came, like Clodius, a profligate and wretched in-
cendiary (34). The refilefs bithop of Rochefter,
difappointed in his hopes of a primacy (35), with
fuperior abilities, a claffical purity of language, and
an auffere dignity of action, ftood forth the cham-
pion of a conflitution which he attempted to fubvert
(36), and of a church whofe principles he poflibly
difbelieved (37). Human nature, degraded by thefe
inftances of the abufe that may be made of her gifts,
feemed to recover her dignity in fome men of great,
though very different, merit. Slow in his parts,
rough in his manner, impatient of contradiction, the
humane, generous, and benevolent, lord Townf-
hend, was inelegant in his language, often per-
plexed in his arguments ; but always fpoke fenfibly,
and with a thorough knowledge of the fubject.

John, duke of Argyle, difcovered the man of
quality in all his difcourfes, no lefs than in all his
actions: he was a moft pleafing {peaker, though
perhaps not the clofeft reafoner ; and, being him-
felf moved, he warmed, he charmed, he ravithed
the audience (38). A happy mixture of the two
preceding charalters was found in lord Carteret.
Mafier of ancient as well as modern languages, this
great imitator of Demofthenes (3 9) pofleffed a moft
uncommon fhare of learning, and had made the
laws of his own and of other countries his particular
ftudy. His political knowledge of the interefts of
princes and of commerce was extenfive ; his notions
were great, perhaps not always juft. Asa {peaker,
he had a wonderful quicknefs and precifion in feiz-
ing the weak and ftrong fide of a queftion, which
noart or fophiftry could difguife to him ; and his

talents

37
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falents in the argumentative were not inferior ‘to

O L SR Sy W s () i e B Rt
thofe in the de LJL.J.LJ{‘ y way. Lord Sca: porougn
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fheaker in parliament : his difcourfes re the h
ipEaKer 1in p4ari CIlL 5 115 aiiCour {es wer e No-
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neft dictates of hisheart. 'Truth and virtue feemed
to borrow his voice, and give fuch weight to all he
faid, that he more than once carried an unwilling
;',m‘;?n'u":*\' after him. The fame thing may be faid
of a nobleman cotemporary mr‘. thofe I juft now
:mmcd; who, fiill !uhw, preferves in the moit ad-
vanced age that vigor and prefence of mind which
diftinguifhed all his life, and will be rememberea
by pofterity with that reverence which is due to

ogreat honor and great truth [40]. Many other
r.h racters might be fketched, and fome will come
in courfe in a fubfequent period ; but thefe may be
{ufficient to give fome idea of the eloquence of thofe
times. Befides, I am fenfible how umqu.il Tam té
fuch fketches, fitter for the mafterly hand of him
whofe picture I am attempting to draw.

A

Lord Chefterfield’s eloquence, tucmcﬂ] the fruit ¢f
ftudy and imitation, was in great meafure his owil
Equal to moft of his cotemporaries in cl egance and
perfpicuity, perhaps furpafled by fome in extenfive-
nefs and firength, he could have no competitors in
choice of imagery, tafte, u 'han?tx' and gracefiil
wrony. Lhis turn might originally have rifen from
the delicacy of his ham-;, v.-hu,h, as on one hand it
deprived him of the power of working foreibly up-
on the paffions of his hearers, enabled him on the
other to affect their finer fenfations by nice touches
of ra]lcw and humor. His 'rtt'nkes however nr'-ﬁwr
nant, were always under the controul of decer 1y
and fenfe. He reafoned be ft, when he appeared mofl
witty ; and, while he gmmd the aﬂlu_mus of his

hearers
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hearers, he turned the laugh on his oppofers, and
often forced them to join in it [41].

t might, in fome degree, be owing to this par-
ticular turn that our nobleman was not heard with
fo much applaufe in the lower asin the uj pper houfe.
Refined wit and delicate irony are often loft in po-
pular and numerous aflemblies, Strength, either of
argument or voice, a flow of pompous words, and a
continual appeal to the paflions, are in fuc h places

A e b

the beft arms to fur}mr‘r L good caufe or to defend 2

bad one. ‘The cafe is very different in the houfe «
peers. Minds caftin a finer mould Jﬁiu to de-
fpife what they ftyle the vulgar arts and, raifed

equally above fears and fce,-*lfr“ can only bhe af

a8

fected by wit and ridicule, and love to find £

of that elegant ur banny and convivial pieafmuy
which c}mrms them in private life.

o
=
=
]

Of all the modes of eloquence this fe ems to be
the moft difficult. As it cannot be practifed with-
out great variety, and is above the reach of mode-
rate parts, it conflantly flands in need of encourage-
ments and affiftance. A man of letters, not de-
ftitute of abilities and Imagination, may 1n his fludy,
by conftant application to the \\f}l} s of the great ora-
tors of Athcns and of Rﬁint acquire the iLm_L (for
often it is not much more | [42]) ofﬂi-ifm hi '}matutr
with terror, of mﬂammﬁ them with indi gﬁatlou or
of mf_lfmb them into foﬁ—_trns and tears [43]. But
the art of managing irony and pleafantry with ad.-

age is a peculiar gift, and requires a2 conflant
courfe with people of fafhion and men c'{"

Yy L,
| Chefterficld was early J',::qu acquainted with
, Who in his time defery redly enfoyed ‘[fzf: goft

't»',.\
:guifhed reputation; and he fomewhere men-

to his {on his happinefs, in having been in

ILIo-
to thefe great men, notwithftanding his infe
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riority of age. Among his friends, were Mr. Ad.
difon, fir John Van Brugh [45], Dr. Garth, and
Dr. Arbuthnot [47], Mr. Gay [48], Mr. Pope [49],
and feveral more. ‘Though the laft of thefe great
writers feemed in public converfation continually
afraid that the man fhould degrade the poet, and
did not eafily familiarife himfelf with thofe who
wifhed to procure an intimacy with him; yet he
very foon attached himfelf to lord Chefterfield, ad-
mitted him in his private parties, and was particu-
larly defirous of enjoying his company in his retire-
ment at Twickenham. There he made himfelf
moft agreeable to thofe whom he thus diftinguithed.
The wit and tafte of our Englith nobleman was nat
a little improved by this intimate intercourfe, in
which he had opportunities likewife to obferve the
Englith bard’s charitable difpofition, and naturd
benevolence of mind, notwithftanding the load df
infirmities which in fome degree contributed to whe
the edge of his fatire, and induced him to treat with
out mercy thofe who afflumed any kind of {upert
ority over, or happened to offend, him.

It may eafily be conceived that a fociety, comt
pofed of fuch men, muft have been to the highe
degree entertaining and inftru@ive. It was
efteemed ; and is fo {poken of by thofe who hal
the honor of being admitted into it. At Mr. Popet -
garden at Twickenham, efpecially, the flower d
the nobility met without any pageantry of {tate, jer
loufy of party, or diftintion of fect [50]. Amongl
thefe were, Cobham, Bathurft, Queentbury, Pulte
ney, Orrery, Lyttleton, Marchmont, Murray,
names facred in the annals of their country, and i
mortalifed by the poet they loved. The head and i
heart were both improved by fuch a familiar inter
courfe of true greatnefs and genius. To thefe em®

nenl
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X
Ad- hent judges, as well as patrons of wit, the young 1j27%.
and author fubmitted his firft effays, and received encou- “~—v—
49, ragement and advice. By their affiftance and cre-
sreat dit the veteran poet was often relieved, and fome-
aally times fupported againft the frowns of courts, and
and under the preffure of old age and of want [49].
who Sentiments of benevolence and generofity were im-
't he prefled upon the foul of him, whom pride was like-
, ad- ly to miflead, or avarice to corrupt. - Such were the
ticu- friends, whom lord Chefterfield was fo happy to
2tire- be conneéted with ; in their company, and by their
mfelf joint afliftance and encouragement, Pope fketched
(hed, his ethic epiftles, which point out to-man his oran-
s ot deur and his weaknefs; and his immortal {atires,
= 0 which, in this ifland, have moft {cafonably {topped
= the the progrefs of pedantry and falfe tafte.
turdl

Swift feems to have been much lefs intimate with

ad o our earl, though he attempted to become fo [507.
W_hﬁ Perhaps it were to be withed that lord Chefterfield
Wit had maintained the fame referve with lord Boling-
'PEE broke; but lord Bolingbroke was niot to be refified.

In that extraordinary man, nature feems to have
com  Dblended two different and oppofite fouls ; and he
ahel might have been the greateft character of his, or of

s i @ny age, if, in many refpects, he had not thewn him-
b felf the weakeft [51]. Lord Chefterfield’s acquaint-
opes -  ance with Pfra.iinghrc:kc cnmrmﬂ}ced long before the

. great oppofition to fir Robert Walpole, and perhaps

er d . i =

o was begun at Paris.  One reafon of this connection
3;1{3*'1 was certainly, that much could be learned from him,
i Particularly with regard te public affairs, ~and,

iy, though the -E‘.El.l‘l by no means adopted either his po-
11 1111{::{,1 or-religious principles in their full extent, hg
diie  continued in great intimacy with him to his death,
I have been told, that king George 1. who owned
himf{elf under great obligations to lord Bolingbroke

s
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intended, ifhe had lived to return to England,
have made him prime minifter; and I thould be
lieve this intelligence fufficiently well-grounde
[52], if, on the other hand, no lefs refpectable au
thorities did not oblige me to fifpend my judgmen
on this point [53]. Pofterity will, perhaps, conti
nue fome time in the fame ftate of indecifion.

Several foreigners, who have fince made a fhin
ing figure in the republic of letters, vifited Englan
during this period, and formed intimate conne&tion
with our earl. Some of the principal were Alge
votti, the happy imitator of Fontenelle [54], Mon
tefquieu, and Voltaire. 'The author of the Perfi
letters {pent two years in this country, the beft pai
of which were taken up in ftudying that admirabk
conititution he was fo fond of, and has fo well de
feribed.  He could not derive his informations fron
better authority than lord Cheflerfield. It is faid
that Montefquieu, in mixt companies, did not ap
pear equal to the idea conceived of him; but hei
univerfally allowed to have been moft amiabl
iprightly, and univerfal, in felect focieties: Sucht
man could not fail to pleafe; and, having on
pleafed, foon to become the friend of lord Chefter
field. We find accordingly that they kept up are
gular correfpondence, which only ended with Mor
tefquien’s life,

"The young author of the Henriade came info
England a few years before, with a view to publif
hus poem ; and, at the fame time, to improve hi
knowledge and his tafte. 'The patronage of th
princefs of Wales, afterwards queen Caroline [55)
as procured by lord Chefterfield, one of the bel
Judges of fiich a poem, and of the fame age will
the writer [56].  And, indeed, thefe confideration:
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feem {fomewhat to have influenced his judgment,
both of the poem and of the man.

It would be a matter of dftonifhment, if human
nature did not afford numerous inftances of fimilar
inconfiftencies, to find that the fame man, who
was {o delicate and fo happy in the choice of his fo-
cieties, fhould have fthewn himfelf fo defe@ive in
that of his amufements. We with it were poffible
to fupprefs this article; but, if the principal merit
of a picture confifts in reprefenting faithfully its ori-
ginal, we cannot omit the fhades occafioned by his
lordfhip’s immoderate attachment to pleafure, and
particularly to gaming. This laft paffion, the leaft
excufable of all, efpecially when not foftered by
want, or accompanied with fkill, was in every pe-
riod of his life equally detrimental to his character
and fortune [57]. It engaged him every night in
the company of people, with whom he would have
been athamed to have been feen at any other time.
He knew, and defpifed, yet could not fhun, them
[58]. Crouds flocked round the gaming table, to
enjoy fo unequal a firife ; in which, while his pocket
was picked, the applaufe, whiclt the repeated flathes
of his wit drew from all around, feemed to make
him abundant amends for his loffes [59].

Having thus defcribed lord Chefterfield’s prepa-
rations for his political career, we fhall now endea-
vour to give the beft account we can of him in this
new fcene. But, on feeing him launch forth from 2
hfe fpent in polite ftudies, elegant converfation, eafe
and pleafure, to one of labor, difficulties and dan-
gEIS 5 we experience the fame feelings, which would
be raifed by the fight of a friend embarking, in or-
der to purfue, upon uncertain feas, and in unex-
plored countries, that fortune and honor, which
heaven gave, and he leaves behind him. Our ad-

D=2 miration
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1727.  miration of his courage can only be equalled by ow
== anxiety for his fafety; and, while from the fhore v
follow him as far as our eyes are able to reach, W
cannot help exprefling our earneft wifh, that he ma
be reftored to us not much the worfe for fo perilow

a voyage.
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L OR D Chefterfield was three and thirty years
of age, when the crown of Great Britain devolved
on a prince, in whofe family and favor he had con-
tinued thirteen years. His fentiments, on this oc-
callon, may eafily be conceived; and he had an
early opportunity of exprefling them, as well as the
wifhes of the nation, in the fpeech he made in the
houfe of lords, to introduce the motion for the ad-
drefs of condolence, of congratulation, and of
thanks to the king, a fortnight after the death of his
father.

Asthe earl’s joy, on this occafion, was natural,
his expectations muft likewife have been great.  If
fufferings in the prince’s caufe, if the refufal of con-
fiderable offers to detach him from his fervice, if
trials of zeal, and all the attentions of a courtier join-
ed to the abilities of a ftatefman, could have fecur-
ed a mafter’s affection, he had every reafon to hope
that he thould fucceed in a fhort time to the fame
degree of influence and truft with George II. which

earl Stanhope had defervedly acquired with
George I.

The firft appearances, however, were different.
The fovereign, at his acceflion, feemed rather more
difpofed to forget former offences, than anxious to
reward paft fervices. Few changes were made in

public
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public offices; the prince re-admitted feveral, who,
having formerly belonged to his court, had fince
thought proper to defert it; and it was {foon obferv-
ed that fome perfons, who had been moft in favo
with the late king, were likely to enjoy the fame in-
fluence under the prefent reign.

Whether the earl’s attachment was thought o
firong as not to require any immediate encouragg:
ment, or whether a want of obfequiouinefs, even a
that early period [1], diverted for fome time the
courfe of royal favors from him, is uncertain. Hi
name, however, was not in the lift of promotions;
he kept only his poft of lord of the bed-chamber,
and was not even reftored to the place of captain
of the yeomen of the guard, which on his difmiffion
had been beftowed on the earl of Leicefter. Lo
Scarborough feemed to have been diftinguifhe
more early. He was immediately appointed mat
ter of the horfe, and made a member of the privy
council, into which lord Chefterfield was not admit:
ted till fix months afterwards.

To perfons unacquainted with courts, it may ap:
pear that the nomination of the earl to the embaffy
of Holland [2] was not only a fufficient equivalen
for the rewards he might have expefted, but alfo i
carneft of future advancement. Perhaps it was it
tended to be fo ; but thofe, who know by what pre:
carious tenure kingly favor is held, may fufpect th
the fear of giving his lordfhip further opportunitie
of ingratiating himfelf with his mafter had fom:
{hare in this promotion,

But whatever the minifter’s views, in fending hift
as ambaffador to the Hague, may have been, tht

polt itfelf was equally fuited to lord Chefterfieldt -
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. 1L

tafte and abilities, and he was determined to diftin-
guifh himfelf in this ftation, that it might be = ftep
to his further elevation.

The choice of his attendants was his firft objed,
and he was in general dire¢ted in it by the flricteft
laws of decency and propriety. The honorable
John Stanhope, his brother, was, at his recommen-
dation, appointed fecretary of embafly. In him, he
was fure to find an amiable companion and a true
friend ; but could neither expect a guide, nor appre-
hend arival. Indeed it was at all times his princi-
ple, to fuffer no perfon about him, who might af-
fume the confequence of a prime minifter.

The other perfons, who compofed his family,
were either fuch as he himfelf perfectly knew, or
who were recommended to him, by thofe, with
whom he was moft intimate. T lord Bolingbroke
he was indebted for the choice of his equerry Mr.
now colonel Rutter, a gentleman often mentioned
with diftintion in his letters,

Dr. Broxholm, his friend as well as his phyfician,
a man of tafte as well as great fkill in his profeflion,
introduced to his lordfhip his brother-in-law, who,
from a happy and fingular conformity of charaéter,
manners, and inclinations, foon became particularly
attached to him. He was a fecond fon, of a good
family, and about eighteen years old, His father

Anthony Hammond, efg; was one of the commiffi-

oners of the navy, accounted a good fpeaker in
parliament, and well known by the name of filver-
tongued Hammond, given to him by lord Boling-
broke. He was a man of wit, but, not unlike other
orators, wanted conduét, .and had, as lord Chefier-
field ufed to fay, “all the fenfes but common fenfe.”

He,
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1728. He, however, did not neglect the education of i
“=——- {on, and {ent him to Weftminfter fchool, where he
laid in a confiderable flock of claffical and polit
learning. Born a poet, and endowed with a confi
derable fhare of fenfibility as well as delicacy, ¢
was particularly happy in imitating thofe great maf
ters of antiquity, whofe writings contain the mof
faithful reprefentations of the human heart, andi
particular that poet, who, in this refpect, has excell
ed them all, Tibullus, His life was a remarkabl
inftance of the different ufe that can be maded
great talents, He divided his time between the
purfuit of pleafures and fafthionable amufements
and a clofe attention to his favorite ftudy of poe
try ; but thefe two objects could not, at the fame
time, occupy his foul. When he was the mand
the world, the agreeable companion, the lively wi,
he entirely loft fight of books and ftudies. Bu
thefe times of diflipation were fucceeded by interyal
of retirement. In thefe, which often lafted manj
weeks, he thut himfelf up, and devoted himfelf &
the fervice of his favorite authors; from whom h
afterwards returned to the world with a frefh ftock
of fancy and fpirits.  His heart was a moft friend)
one, and he enjoyed every opportunity of oblig
ng, in a manner peculiar to himfelf. ‘The ambak
fador loved him with all his fingularities, whichin
fome meafure were his own. Their intimacy gref
to a very great degree, and thewed it[elf, even afte
the death of the poet.

But it was particularly from the hands of friend:
fhip that he received his chaplain. Richard Chene
vix, born in England, but of a diftinguifhed family
in France, was chofenfor this office. 'This ger
tleman’s father, one of the unfortunate wvictims '

0
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT, IIL

of perfecution, driven out of his native country by
the repeal of the edi¢t of Nantz, had ferved as ex-
empt in a troop of horfe-guards, at the time that
lord Scarborough’s father commanded that corps,
and afterwards died glorioufly at Blenheim, at the
head of the fecond {quadron of carabineers, of which
he was major. His fecond fon, who was the ear] of
Scarborough’s godfon, was educated at the univer-
fity of Cambridge, afterwards went into orders, and
was appointed domeftic chaplain to the earl of Scar-
borough, and to the lord Whitworth at the congrefs
of Cambray. On his return to England, lord Scar-
borough recommended him to lord Chefterfield, to
accompany him to Holland. The cho'ce of a cler-
gyman, who underflood and could fpeak the
French and Englith languages equally well, was
particularly proper, asit was then intended that the
earl, after ftaying fome time in Holland, fhould go
from thence ambaflador to France [3]. Mr. Che-
nevix was told by his patron that he would then be
obliged to preach in French as well as in Englifh.
Lord Stair was the laft of the Englith ambafladors,
who had divine fervice performed in his chapel in the
language of the country ; and there is great reafon
to believe that lord Chefterfield would have followed
the example of his predecefior, but he was not put
to the trial. 'The diffinguithed manner, in which
he acquitted himfelf of the embaffy at the Hague[4],
engaged the king to continue him at that place
much longer than he at firft intended. 'The perfo-
nal regard which lord Chefterfield profeffed to his
death for this worthy clergyman, and the warm fen-
timents of affection which the bithop of Waterford
retains for the memory of his patron, do equal
honor to both.

I‘ﬂlrflll?'n
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From the nature of lord Chefterfield’s education,
and his ftudious manner of life, but ftill much more
from his intercourfe with moft experienced ftatef-
men of different principles, it may be judged, that
he had acquired no inconfiderable fund of politici
knowledge ; yet he was diffident of himfelf, and
thought it proper to recur to other helps. We have
ieen that a courfe of letures in civil law had been
the principal obje¢t of his ftudies at Cambridge ; but
thefe letures, even fuppofing them to have been
well attended by him, did not comprehend the laws
and cuftoms of other countries.  Immediately,
therefore, upon his arrival at the Hague, he ap-
plied to a celebrated profeflor [5] of the univerfity
of Leyden ; and, at his recommendation, took into
his houfe a gentleman who was perfectly well qua-
lified to inftruct him in the {cience both of the civl
law and the imperial code.

But lord Chefterfield was thoroughly fenfible,
that knowledge alone, however extenfive, would
avall him but little in his political career, unlefs
adorned with other minifterial accomplifhments
He withed to be a man of the world, as well as4
man of bufinefs; and had ftrongly imbibed the
idea, that labour and pleafure were not incompe-
tible, and that the one contributed to heighten the
tafte of the other. His firft occupation in the mor-
ing was to write his difpatches ; and, as he left little
for his fecretary to do, he frequently ftaid in hi
room till dinner-time, unlefs bufinefs called him out:
Sometimes he returned there in the afternoon ; but,
in general, like thofe of the famous De Witt [6];
his evenings were {pent in affemblies and amufe-
ments [7], Thefe very amufements furnifhed him
with many opportunities, which he never neglected,
of ftudying characters; fo that, in the midft of his

pleafures;
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IIL

pleafures, he never loft fight of his main objeét,
which was, to diftinguifh himfelf as 2 man of bufi-
nefs.

In the middle of the year 128 he arrived at the
Hague. This village is juflly confidered as the
capital of the United Provinces, and, almoft for
thefe two centuries paft, has been the center of the
moft important negociations [8]. A foreign mi-
nifter cannot be in a better fchool for improving his
talents, and exercifing his patience, both from the
charaéter of the nation, and from the nature of its
conflitution. As this differs, in many refpects, from
that of moft other modern ftates; and as, among
the ancient, none comes nearer to it than the con-
federacy of the Acheans ; it will not be improper to
infert here a fhort fketch of it.

It confifts of feven provinces, various in extent,
unequal in force, and often divided in intereft,
Each of the provinces is compofed of feveral towns
or cifies, every one of which has its own govern-
ment and laws, and is as independent of its neigh-
bours, as the provinces are both of each other and
of the flate. Supreme authority refides in every
part, and common intereft affords the only bond of
union. In order to carry on the public concerns, a
certain number of deputies from each province
meet, at flated times, at the Hague, and compofe
what is called, the Affembly of the States Gene-
ral [g]. The majority there decides, but only in
common matters [10].  Affairs of importance, fuch
as war, taxes, navigation, the regulation of the co-
lonies, &c. are referred to each of the provinces ;
and although each of them has its own ftates, thefe
cannot give their final confent till they have pro-
cured the fuffrages of every one of the voting towns.
This previous application to each of thefe fingle

commu-
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communities, and their approbation, are feldom dif
penfed with, except in cafes where neceflity takes
place of law. The difficulties in obtaining this una:
nimity are great, and the inconveniencies attending
1t Gbx:ieus-, difpatch and fecrecy can never be ex
pctlc-cl, and the door is left open for cabals and ma-
chinations. It fometimes happens, that the refufsl
of one fmall town ftops a refolution; and that ifs
confent cannot be obtained without fome flipulation
in favor of one of the magifirates [11]. Thefe in-
converiiencies are, in great meafure, prevented
when the republic has a chief, of power and influ-
ence fufficient to prevail over private intereft and
jinrlgumi 12]. When there is no {tadtholder, as
vas the cafe during lord Chefterfield’s embaffies,
the great officers of ftate fupply his place, though
deftitute of his power. Their acknowledged talents
and experience procure them the confidence of the
provinces,  and their advice is generally followed
The principal of thefe Oﬂl{;ElS bears the title of
grand 1){‘f11i0[‘1;‘}-‘ of Holland, and was formeil
ftiled their qul.matg[ 3] He is conftantly ap-
pointed by the province ofHoiland, which, though
only the fecond in rank, is by far the moft con
fiderable in opulence and credit[14]. The pen-
fionary regularly attends the meeting of the Star&
(Jf.,mrql, as well as thofe of his province, and le
may be looked upon as prime minifter [15]. It
with l'1im that foreign minifters negociate, and that
thofe of the States in f)luml courts u*:r;cipm d. He
is elected only for five years; but he may be, and
moft comm ;J.l\ is, conti nued at_ the expiration of
m. The un,m“da“c of this poft has ever
eXC 'w‘m' from it perfons of inferior abilities ; and
the lift of thofe,- who have filled it, contains the
refpectable names of Barnevelt, Catz [16], De Wit}
Sh

ingeland, an old

ang

}*ar_{r*] Heinfius [147]

2C1, ainiy L. &
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. Iil.

and experienced magiftrate of one of the principal
towns, at the time of lord Chefterfield’s embafly,
occupied that important place; as Fagel moft ably
filled that of Greflier, or fecretary of ftate. With
thefe two, but chiefly with the firft, our ambaffador
contratted a greater intimacy than it is commonly
{fuppofed can fubfift between the prime minifter of
one power and the ambaflador of another [18]; but
lord Chefterfield’s own account of the nature of their
connection, is fufficient to remove this feeming in-
confiftency [19]. “Mr. Slingeland,” fays he, ¢ was
* the ableft minifter, and the greateft man I ever
“knew. I may juftly call him my friend, my mat
“ ter, and my guide, for I was then quite new in
“ bufinefs; he inftructed me;, he loved me, he
“ trufted me.” The man, who having had fuch
obligations to another, fcruples not to own them,
muft himfelf be very great.

"The ambaffador found a moft ufeful afliftant in
James Dayrolles, his majefty’s refident at the
Hague. ‘The regard he had for that old and ex-
perienced minifter did not ceafe at the death of the
latter, but was transferred to his nephew, the prefent
Mr. ‘Solomon Dayrolles. © This gentleman, who
poflefled his lordfhip’s confidence and friendfhip,
and kept up an uninterrupted correfpondence with
him, after having fucceflively and moft ably filled
the pofts of refident minifter at the Hague, and
minifter and commiffary plenipotentiary at Bruflels,
is now retired from public employments, and en-

Joys that general refpect which is jultly due to his
fervices and merit,

The minifters of the other princes, who were at
the Hague dusing the fame period with lord Chef-
terfield, were chiefly men of eminence, who were
far advanced in the polifical career when his lord-

fhip
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fhip was commencing it. As the interefls of theg
refpective coutts were very different from thofe of
Great Britain, he was obliged to keep a watchful ey
over them, to penetrate into their fecrets, whilel
concealed his own, and to oppofe or prevent thep
plans and intrigues, by fupporting, at the fame
time, the almoft irreconcileable character of they
perfonal friend and political adverfary. The fuavits
in modo, fortiter im re, which he afterwards [
{trongly recommended to his fon, together withl
Volti fctolti & penfiert fivetts, became rules as famili
to him as they were neceflary. He converfed, with:
out any apparent prejudice, with the heads of th
oppofite parties in Holland ; he directed his purfui
to a conftant point of view, and carried them o1
without heat or affectation, but with firmnefs and
perfeverance. He fometimes was beft pleafed whe
he appeared leaft fo, and often concealed his diff
culties under the mafk of eafe and indifference.

"The marquis of Fenelon, heir to the merit as wel
as to the name of the author of Telemachus[20];
had, for fome years, been ambaflador from fth
court of France, when lord Chefterfield firft came

‘to the Hague. Thefe two noblemen were botl

young, poflefled of fimilar talents, and equally de
{irous of diftinguifhing themfelves. Actuated by
powerful {pirit of emulation, they firove to exctl
each other in induftry and application; as well asit
politenefs and {plendor, and were no lefs attentive
to fupport the dignity of their charaders than th
authority of their refpective nations.

Great Britain, France, and the United Provinces
were at that time engaged 1n one common “cauke.
"Their object was, to maintain the peace of Europé
and to extinguith the flames of a general war, whidh

were
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IIL

~were beginning to break out. 'The emperor Charles
VI. and Philip V. king of Spain had for a while fuf-
pended their animofities, and had entered into an
alliance, in order to be revenged on thofe whé in-
terpofed to prevent them from purfuing their reci-
procal claims. This forced the Englifh minifters
into a firicter union with thofe of France. 'The
emperor being highly diffatisfied with the king of

. Great Britain, not merely becaufe his majefty had

declined the office of mediator between him and his
rival, but more efpecially on account of his refufing
to become a guarantee of his poffeflions after his
death, threatened his new eleoral acquifitions ;
and, notwithftanding the reprefentations of the
United Provinces, endeavoured to eftablith an Eafi
India company at Oftend. The king of Spain, on
his fide, finding an infurmountable oppofition from
the Britith nation to the cefion of Gibraltar, which
fome indecifive expreflions, in a letter from the late
king [21], had induced him to demand, attempted
the reduction of that important fortrefs, and refufed
to reftore feveral fhips illegally taken in America,
as well as to give fatisfaction to the Dutch on their
commercial complaints.

Notwithftanding thefe hoftile proceedings, the
view of the two princes was not to break with the
maritime powers; but rather to engage them, as
parties, in their difputes. An eftablithment for
the Spanifh prince, Don Catrlos, in Italy, had been
the great objeét of the court of Spain, and was as
warmly oppofed by that of Vienna. Neither the
congrefs of Cambray, nor that of Soiffons, had been
able, in the courfe of many years, to adjuft the man-
ner and conditions of this fettlement ; and nothing
feemed remaining but the alternative of a rupture
with cither of the two courts. France could not

have
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1729. have avoided taking part in fuch a war, for whid
LA™ (he was not as yet fufficiently prepared. It was
therefore, Jmught proper to detach Spain from he

new connections with the Imperial court, and tore

concile her with England and France. This ws

effected by the treaty concluded and figned a

Seville, in the month of November 1729. An Eng

lith fleet was promifed to the infant of Spain, 1

protect the Janding of fix thoufand of his country

men in Italy, and to fecure to him the eventual fic

ceflion to Parma and Placentia.

Philip and his father, on their part, together will
the French king, guarant teed all the pofleffionsd
the Britifh crown in every part of ﬂm world, a¢
cording to former treaties ; and this was fuppold
to imply a formal rem'mm“ on of Gibraltar and M
norca. They likewife agreed to refpect for the fir

ture the Britifh trade in ﬂmqma, and to reftore it
fhips that had been feized. 'The Dutch, at laft &
ceding to the treaty, obtained a fatisfaction withze
gard to their a.ompldlms ; and his Catholic majefy

promifed to concur in the abolition of the Oftent
company. He even confented, which none of kit
predeceflors had done, to allow the States their t||
of high and mighty, and to treat with them, i
every refpedt, as with crowned heads [22].

The perfons concerned in this negociation Wet
thofe who had been employed as plenipotentiaries#
the congrefs of Soiffons. Colonel Stanhope was o
of thun . and, on account of this and other fervics
he was foon after created a peer, by the fitle of ot
Harrington, and appointed ambaflador to the colf
of Madrid. Mr. Horace Walpole, the prime
nifter’s brother, was, howmer fuppofed to ha®
been principal agent in this treaty, which he €

after defended with great warmth [23]. Tt dod
F.L.
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IIL

not appear, that the earl of Chefterfield was con-
cerned in this tranfaction, any otherwife than in
giving notice of it, by order of his court, to the
States General, from whom, as well as from the em-
peror, it had long been concealed. Were we to form
any conjectures, from the decifive part which his
lordfhip afterwards took in the parliamentary de-
bates relative to Spain, we fhould be induced to fuf-
pect, that the treaty never met with his approbation
[24].

‘The eftablifhment of a new Eaft India company
at Altena, under the protection of the king of Den -
mark, had lately been attempted. Subfcriptions for

it were folicited even in Holland s and the defire of

gain encouraged feveral monied people to become
adventurers in this undertaking. Great Britain could
not patiently fuffer, any more than the United Pro-
vinces, fuch a {cheme to be carried into execution.
"The ambaflador’s pen was ufefully employed in the
fupport of their rights, and the mafterly memoir
which he compofed on this oceafion, in conjunction
with one of the deputies of the States, was delivered
by him to the Danifh minifter at the Hague [25].
Their oppofition was fuccefsful ; and this company,
as well as that of Oftend, was foon afterwards en-
tirely abolifhed.

Lord Chefterfield had a fill greater fhare in a
matter feemingly of lefs confequence, but which
nearly concerned his mafer, as elector of Hanover.
The king of Pruffia had married his fifter, and a new
alliance between the two families, by means of a
double marriage, had been propofed on the acceflion
of George II. to the crown ; and, on account of fome
matters of punétilio, refufed [26]. ““ The ties of
“ blood,” fays an energetic writer [247], “ have but
““a feeble hold on princes. Thus, notwithftanding

Vor. L. E
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“ the courts of Berlin and Hanover were {o nearly 1
“ lated, int v::ilndulhtmun at variance, not only wit
“ regard to the affair of Mecklenburg, but alfo
¢ certal ily claims, at that time unadjufted; &
“ likewife, that there was z fort of rivalfthip betwe
% the families, and any accefs of intereft and pows
“ to the one was fure to give umbrage to the other
Levies of men were forcibly raifed in the Hanoveri
<1<"rrf-.itﬁ'3'1s by Pruflian emiffaries; and thele pw
ceedings occafioned retaliations on the fide of B
nover. The two monarchs felt themfelves offendd
ftill more as Pr 1vate gc ntlemen than as mh,ruﬁr\
and, as l_mm pohuh.d great perfonal bravery, ti
repetition of the fcene between Charles V. and Fra

I. was talked of. If royal difputes were fufferd
to be fettled in this manner, contentions betwes
erown heads would be more rare and lefs deftre

tive. In the prefent cafe, the delirant h}g es plectip
sur Achivi was, for the thoufandth time, likely b
have been verified. 'The country of Hanover wi
threatened with an invafion, w .m.h it was but ill-pre
pared torefdt. No affiftance from England coul
reafonably be defired, or obtained without diff
éulty ; 4s, by the act of fettlement, the kingdon
aras not to be concerned in the wars of the c,'m.
rate, and no pretence could be alledged to elud
this article. Our ambaffador’s zeal was !1;.]7])1l_\_ X
erted in I“‘L‘:mtmp‘ the confequences of this difpute
On his application to the States, a letter was u'rill'c“.
in their name, to the king of Pruffia, to intreat hi
to :u.m.m‘. hoftilit 1“, and hhw to conciliatory term
[28]. Toadd weight torthis letter, feveral Dutd
regiments receiv Ld orders to march towards Cleve
This {i tep had the defired effect; an arbitration W8
prm'nnerl and ﬂuhcptetl . and foon: after an accom
modation took place, which did not, however, P
duce a fincere reconciliation between the brothe

RINgs
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The education of kings can hardly permit them
to feel like men. Happy thofe, whofe hearts are
not infenfible to the calls of gratitude and huma-
nity ! That of George II. was for the moft part in a
ftate of neut rality ; but, if any thing could roufe him
from that indifference, it certainly was his native
country. As his firlt movements were generally on
the fide of juftice and of truth, he exprefled his ap-
probation of lord Chefterfield’s conduct, with a
warmth not very ufual to him; and it may be pre-
fumed, that; being at Hanover, he exprefled thefe
fentiments with lefs referve than he might have done
in London. In that capital of his little empire, he
thought himfelf greater than any where elfe, and he
enjoyed in it more freedom tmd more happinefs.
He had with him none of his Englith minifters, ex-
cept lord Townfhend, who fiill occupied the place
of fecretary of ftate, but had loft 1]1{,‘ i=1ﬂuencc in the
cabinet which he poffeflfed under the late king. Be-
l'Tq now reduce 1 to act a fecondary p“] t, he withed
for an opportunity of recovering his former fupe-
riority ; and having fecured, as he flatfered himfelf,
a private intereft with his mafter, he thought the pre-
fent inftant favourable, and refolved to'try the expe-
riment, howe ver hazardous it might be. ‘The other
the duke ofi\fc'-.'»'caﬁl:,ﬂ';-rtml1
obnoxious to the king [29], but I'CLJ'll;ilm_l to him
by fir Robert Walpele and the qu“n who at St.

(=8

iECICt&YF of 1

ames’s at leaft, had more than a deliberative voice.

Lord Tm"n{h;nd .*.iiqnpi::d to remove the duke;
and, 1n order to leflen the influence of his rival, a c.nJ'
to increafe his own, he was defirous of having his
friend lord Chefterfield for his colleague. - Thefe
views, however, he concealed, and only acquainted
him, tlm, as the king appeared nl;ued with his ne-
f*ou‘umn he would do well, when he waited upon
his maje tx at Helvoet-Sluys, to defire the permifiion
E 2 of
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172¢- of attending him to London, on account of privaie
sy bulinefs: "1'-”“ 111 every thing fucceeded. The am:
baflador was gracis toufly re ceived by the monarch,
wno thanked him for his fervices, and readil y granted
cequeft. It may be prefumed, that lord T'ownt
hend | nd received fome encouragement from hi
mafler to perfift in his fcheme ; but the private
binet had not been confulted, and it was too alet
and powerful not to baffle this attempt [30]. Lo
Fownthend, far from being able to difplace
duke of Newcafile, was himfelf forced to refign;
and lord: Chefterfield, inftead of being made fecre
tary of ftate, faw lord Harrington fucceed his friend

in that office.
r73e His difappointment was, in fome meafure, mads
up to him by the place of h?;‘:‘ti’ fteward of his me
21] and the garter, which had been
the fupreme object of his withes. He was inftalled
at Wind{or the 18th of June, with the duke of Cum-
berland, and at the expence of the fovereign, Wi
was p'rcti:ﬂ*. at the ceremony. He foon after I

ingland [ 32], and returned to his poft.

e
|CILY S 1011

Bufinefs of importance awaited him in Holland
The emperor was highly difpleafed, that the tred
of Seville had been concluded; and Philip V.
no lefs (o, that it {iill remained unexecuted. Francuﬂ
fince the birth of the dauphin in 1729, had renewet
her old connexions with the court of Madrid, and
was projecting new f{chemes againft the hcmﬁi c.:;"
Aufiria. Fhe maritime POWEIS were accufed,

altogether without reafon, of having delayed tlh
promifed conveyance of the Infant into Italy.

I'he French ambaflador preflfed the States to ful
fil their engagements and break off with the em-
peror ;. and the Spanith ambaffador at Paris openlf
declared;




LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IIL S

declared, that, thefe engagements having been vio- 1731

.wme lated by the allies, his mafter would no longer be >~
uij]? reftrained by thofe he had eﬂntcred imo [33]. No-
! thing could be more inconfiftent with the interefts
m_m.} of Great Britain than to commence a war with the
;:’E‘t houfe of Aufiria. Far from defiring to deftroy the

only barrier againit the rifing and afpiring power of
©%.  the Bourbons, both the Englith and Dutch fincerely

aler? withed it might be firengthened. ‘The ancient fy{~
Lord tem, too long neglected, was now to be revived
e the and the Imperial court was to be induced, by fome
.ﬁg”i equivalent, to defift from its oppofition to the treaty
ecte: of Seville. 'This would have been a difficult tafk, if
riend particular reafons had not difpofed the emperor to

comply with the folicitations of his former allies. He
e had no male heir, and earneftly withed that his he-
. reditary dominions might, after his death, pafs undi-

ot vided to one of his daughters. Such an arrangement
alled had ht‘l_‘t:l long before propofed, and was called the
S pragmatic ﬁu'lfti?n. By the French it was rejeéted
5 at the congrefs of Soiflons, for this plain reafon, that

't was contrary to their views ever fince the admini-

"8€ firation of cardinal Richelieu, “The Britith cabinet at

the fame time, though ftrongly folicited by the Im-
land® perial court, declined enteting into this engage-
reatp.  ment. But circumftances were altered; the political
.ws  mift began to difperfe, and the mini ty were appa-
meg,  rently difpofed to purchafe, atany price, the emll')ler—

sed or's confent, both to the Seville articles, and to the
and  abolition of the Oftend company. A fecret negocia-
ifed  tion was accordingly fet on foot at the Hague, be-
onot tween the Britith ambaffador, the Imperial envoy
1 the [_34]‘, and the grand penfionary of Holland. “The
zlrt:CJ;?fi, being fettled among the three minifters

= were lent to the court of Vienna , where, after fomt;
) tuk private itipulation in favor of Hanover, and without
);T:; waiting for the deliberations of the United Provinces,

ared,

2
he
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the treaty was figned on the 16th of March. The
confent of the States to the treaty was afterwards de-
manded in form, and with fome difficulty obtained,
"This {ecret and important negociation did great ho-
nor to the conciliatery talents of lord Chefterfiel d,
who in this, as well as in feveral other parts of b
miniftry, feems to have taken Sir William T'emple

for his model [25]: yet, without his own accountof
this tranfaction, the great fhare he had in it could
only have been furmifed [36
1 . 1 f =1 Syt o g
There is reafon to believe, that, beflides thefe na-
tional concerns, our ambaflador employed himfelf

ufefully in favour of the houfe of 01:: 1ge. Hede
clared to the grand \ik'“ﬁ(ir ary [ 37], that, althougi
he had received no politive orders to that effect, yé
he would, to the utmoft of his power, promote th
x'il:"';'-x of the family, from a conviction, that the in-

ereft both of his own country and of the republi
1‘re.quu'cd it. His early connections with the young
and amiable of“”hprim‘r of that houfe were publicly
kknown [38]. The prince, who was then completing
his ftudies at the uni xuu_',lh , whenever he cameto

1{]& I lt.l‘ le.-, Wwdas a L\\' el , 8 IT1E rAIl‘l“‘C;[’ﬂ en 1; ‘1{-]\_,._5 h'l

the earl, who kept up a Lonﬁmi Uﬂlt_i‘}\): lenct
him, and continued, during his life, to be lm \'.EH
wifher, encourager, and friend. Though he could
}”'}t prevent the refolutions, by which the flates
Zealand, in conjunétion with thofe of Holland,
thought proper to fet afide the prince’s claim to i

tc
e 7 T
rquifates of Terveer fmd Fleflingen, he certainif

m
contributed a great deal to leflen the influence

1
f .‘mﬁ and earneftly ad:
nt ¢

ea
1blican p;l.n\'. ]I
me the 1tadtholder, and

.'EL'LE, the re-eftablifhz
1de the firft overtures nf the prince‘s marriagt
with the princefs royal of England, which was cot-
cluded fome time after[239]. When all thefe factsart

com h!l‘tﬁizf
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The combined, it will i‘carcn‘:lf,r be denied, that George II.  1732-
 de- had no lefs perfonal obligations to the earl of Chef- v
ned, terfield than the prince of Wales had had to lord
ho- Stanhope [40].
i_‘cift During lord Chefterfield’s refidence at the Hague,
his the duke of Lorrain, the intended hufband to the em-
nple peror’s eldeft daughter, and afterwards emperor
1tof himfelf, made a tour through England and Holland.
ould This young prince treated our ambaflador with par-
ticular marks of diftinétion and ﬁ‘icwdlhi{ on ac-

- count of his warm felicitations in favour of the houfe
nfelf of Auftria. This attachment extended even to his
e {ocial hours fo far that he chofe to be made a free-
gl mafon by lord Chefterfield, in a lodge compofed of
1{-:3,-_ his excellency, Mr. John Stanhope his brother, Mr.
» the Strickland nephew to the bithop of Namur [41], Dr.
& i Defaguliers [42], and one of his friends.
1blc To enjoy the fruits of his labors, and to recover his
it health, which, as well as his fortune, had been great-
h'd}_ ].} unpaucd, lord Chelterfield defired to bL recalled.
g His requeft was granted, and perhaps for the very
e fo reafon that had procured him his appointment, - the
dby fear of his acquiring too great an intereft with his fo-
with vereign. His diforder, which was the confequence of
r‘-*ﬂu‘l a fever, baffled for a long time the efforts of the pl
oulé ﬁuana, and the {welling of his legs could not |
s O | perfed in lefs than fix months [43].
j‘T‘ On the rcg_n-'i:r}-' of }}is health, he 1 ‘-’-“g__r'm to appear
ke ”S a ﬁt;ea]{er in the houfe of hmis_. We have tJLwa
:t—:ﬂ;{ ;u?n ;“,mt_ eloquence had been his favourite pwiuq
e Lm‘m ‘;‘- youth; and he frequently told his chaplair
2 ‘r‘_u., his return from his embafly, ihdt.n_ m:r.tm.l_e. d
i 1}0 ti:ltﬁl his powers to di hnmum himfelf as an
e ““1;11; e, at firft, appeared to be on good terms
i e 17111rnf‘ mir uitu [44], and "F')l}(\ltt‘d ’]‘ s me
< In the debate upon the reduction of the 1'1‘_115:1--

Dl
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1732. ber of troops from 18,000 to 12,000 men, he iy
v~ conjunétion with the duke of Argyle, ftood up one
of the firft to oppofe it. The argument he made ufe

of feemed to be convincing. He infifted, that the

prefent number was bT“i} fufficient for the fecurity

of the nation, but by no means confiderable t‘-nougﬁ

to infpire any fears. He profeffed, that he 11ﬂd too

-n.-;;.-;l an opinion of his countrymen, to think they
| be enflaved by fo fmall a body ; and of the
;j:-;"n‘;‘.-;;m:--.ﬁ. of the army, to imagine they would be
bafe enough to concur in fuch a defign. However
he may fince have varied in his opinion concerninga

itanding army, he never could be perfuaded to ap-

prove of a militia to replace it

Notwithitanding thefe ap pearances of harmony and
friendfhip, it was fcarcely to be t—'-}-;pf-L ed, that a real
or lafting confidence could be eftablifhed between
Sir Robert Walpole and lord Chefterfield. The for-
mer dreaded a rival, the latter could not brook 2 fi-
perior. The art of obliging was too well known to
the earl, too little to ihc minifter. Abfolute depend:
ence was expected by the one, and could not bt
fubmitted to by the other. An opportunity {oon of
fered, which difcovered both their difpofitions. The
excife fcheme [45] propofed by the minifter, perhaps
with a view to the intereft of his country, was prin-
:‘ipnlly difliked from an apprehenfion, that it might
add to his power, at the fame time that it increafed
the revenue. It was reprefented as an infringement
upon national liberty, as well as private fecurity and
honor. An univ tlﬂ‘.l clamor was L.litd l]LmLﬁtlﬂ
e kingdom ; the court experienced an almoft total
defertion ; and, finding fome of its firmeft friends on
le of oppofition [46], was at laft obliged to yield,

{= ]
&1

with reluctance ; and the minifter narrowly

.:Ir'l_(__t' r*-r_J Ve ‘T n tl: = ~1 e ,;__-]C 1-'.:1
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LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IIL

This was the decifive moment in which our earl
openly declared himfelf againft the miniftry. He ex-
prefled; in the firongelt terms, his difapprobation of
the fcheme, and his three brothers voted againft it in
the houfe of commons. Unable to ftem the impetu-
ofity of the torrent, Sir Robert gave way to it, "and
by this prudent conduct, at the fame time that he
preferved, or rather increafed, his influence with the
ruling power, he deteCted and rendered ineffectual
the projeéts of his enemies. To themfelves alone
their victory was fatal ; and the minifter, though in
general not of a vindictive turn, thought proper, if
not to infpire terror, at leaft to excite a degree of
caution by fome examples of feverity.

The two noblemen who firft experienced the ef-
fects of his refentment were lord Clinton [47] and
lord Chefierfield. Some regard was paid to the lat-
ter, at leaft in appearance ; and, to avoid the odium
of difplacing him, endeavours were ufed to induce
him torefign. But his lordfhip’s intentions were dif-
ferent ; he would liften to no folicitations, and, with
a view of becoming popular, was determined to fuf-
fer himfelf to be turned out. ‘The excife bill was
given up on the 11th of April, and the 13th was
fixed for the earl’s removal [48]. ‘That day, as he
came from the houfe of lords with the earl of Scar-
borough, and was going up the great fiairs at St.
Jameg’s, he was flopped by one of the duke of Graf-
ton’s {ervants, and told, that his grace had been that
morning at his houfe, and withed to fee him there,
on bufinefs of importance. The earl’s chariot not
being at hand, he was carried home by his friend,
and immediately followed by the duke of Grafton ;
who informed him, that he came by the king’s order
to demand the furrender of his wlit: ftaff. His lord-
fhip chearfully complied ; and, without attempting

any
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an¥y apology for his conduct, begged of his grace o
aflure his :11:—11'1-:1“?\5', that he was re Ml\ to facrifice every

thing for his fervice, except his honor and confa-

ence. Two days afterwards he wrote to the king,
and expreflfed the fame fentiments. Ths letter cer-
tainly did not leffen the efentment of a nionarch,
who, by his cotemporaries, is allowed to have bee
no diffembler. Lord Chefierfield took the firft op:
pm'l"n:-h-' of going to court; but he was fo far from
being Uiaumlh received, that, contrary to his for
mer intentions, he never again appeared in the roy
prefence, till the neceflity of the times occafioned hh
recall. His place of lord fteward was immediatel
after difpofed of in favour of the duke of Devon:
{hire,

The eclar, which attended the earl’s difimiffion,
was ftill increafed by the manner in which it wasar
nounced to the public. While the minifterial pe-
pers reprefented it in a light unfavourable to his lord-
thip, the pf'\litical publication, {fo well known under
the name of T he (:“’h’ [T, and in which lord Bo-
lingbroke, together with Mr. Pulteney and feverd
other perfons of rank, on the fide of U}'t*:::’hia‘_m, were
concerned, {pared no pains to intereft the nationin
his favor. 'The author, after enumerating his lord;
fhip’s fervices and eminent qualifications, concludd
his account in the following words [Jr_g_.-', L b
““ world feems greatly aftonithed at fo unexpected
an event; and thofe who are moft zealous for the
prefent royal Lmlll\.. orieve to fee o able and
m.mf 1l a fervant difmifl Hl in {o critical a conjunt
ture.” ‘Thefe inflaming expreflions were highlf

‘e
(4
(4
offenfive to the adminifiration, Lmd were accordinglf
{zverely criticifed in one of the papers under ther

e
ontroul J] The writer L..'\\LUIINI_E againit e
g to an account for the

choicé
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10 choice of his fervants; and upbraided the c-a_u'E, or 1732
very his friends, with ingratitude, after having received =
nfck fo many marks of royal favor. Some mifbehaviour

ing, or ITL'LHE-J.I{E, he faid, might have neceflitated his ma-

cer- jefty to remove one whom he had {o particularly

irch, "di{’fingui{hcd ; and he even hinted, that the reafons

»een for this removal might be difclofed, if the authority

op- of the houfe of lords, and the fear of an aétion for

rom Jeandalum magnatum, did not deter the boldeft man

for. from fpeaking the truth of a peer, if to his difad-

oyal vantage. Such illiberal infinuations engaged lord

1 his Chefterfield to fend a meflage, in writing, to an

tely anonymous author, who, in any other refpect,

Joit- would have been unworthy of his notice. He very

nobly and politely fet him at defiance, and gave
him leave, freely to fay what he knew, or what he

i
12: pleafed of him [51]. ‘This public call, however,
5 had no other effect than to draw, from the author,
UEI i an evalive ﬂ]‘li’\-x-er,ﬁfor which he was feverely lafhed
= in fome of the fubfequent Craftfmen [52].

Be- As lord Chefierfield had not ftood fingle in the of-
exd fence, neither was he the only object of refentment.
were The lords Cobham, Stair, and Weftmoreland, who
1 had declared their fentiments in the fame manner,
ord: came to him immediately after his difmiffion, and
ded made him the offer to furrender directly the employ-
The ments they held under the crown.  This he politely
fred declined ; und advifed them, even for the fake of
- the the caufe, to put the minifter to the trouble of tak-
and ing away their places. They accordingly were foon
ne after difmiffed ; and with the duke of Montrofe, the
shly carl of Marchmont, and the earl of Burlington, con-
glf fiderably increafed, in the houfe of lords, the party
et of the oppofition.

o

the
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1732 I\I all ftates, where 1?*—-'- management of ll'lL) ic af-
""'"'i'—""" fairs, though committed to the care of a few, is fib-
ject to the contibnl BEithe many, '1|H'c1"f-:nr;ﬁ:s of
-op"nTon and of party muft neceffarily arife. Where
fenatesand public affemblies cangive or uhliuhw
aflent to the ci\, \ands of acourt ; ﬂnd,what is of mofe
confequence, where they have the power of with-
holding or difpenfing the wealth of the nation, each
vote acquires a value, and every man rifes in efti
mation, in proportion to his abilities or credit. The
authority of the minifter depends on the fuperiority
. of his talents, or the extent of his influence : and as
it is impofiible he thould preferve his power at court,
but by his intereft in the money -g1uimg houfe, as lord
Chefterfield fomewhere exprefles it, he can :a:‘dl_}'
maintain his ground, unlefs he find fome method of
attaching to the court the majority of the membes.

Oppofition, therefore, muft always be a minort-
ty, and, as pr:i'!tica! queftions feldom admit of cer-
tainty, and frequently are of 1o great importance,
honeft men may divide on either fide, and vote for
or againit the miniftr s ‘.‘.ILJ a fincere belief that

they are acting for the good of their country [1

In
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In general it may be prefumed, that the perfon at
the helm means to fteer right; and that, if he is
fometimes engaged in a wrong courfe, his error
proceeds more from neceflity than inclination. His
wifeft {chemes are frequently oppofed; he finds
himfelf obliged to decomiplith his defigns by indirect
means, and, as he ventures on hazardous experi-
ments, thofe who create his perplexities are ever
ready to triumph in his miftakes, and make their
profit of his lofles.

Adminiftration commonly aéts under one head ;
oppofition has all the difadvantages of anarchy and
confufion. Popularity, or the affeCtation of it, is
the aim of the leaders. Obtained with difficulty,
it is not to be preferved but by unremitted induftry.
All who are led by vanity, intereft, or caprice, to
imagine themfelves of confequence to their country,
nlift under the banners of patriotifm. Their army
is generally compofed of troops, which, with unequal
difcipline and different expectations, engage on the
fame fide with no other view than that of fharing
the {poil after victory, or of fupplanting each other
inthe divifion. Each chief is flattered, and no one
harfhly rejeted. Hence every day produces new
plans, new allotments of office, new expedients to
retain the wavering [2], new attempts to recover
the loft.

Add to all this, that the minifter is mafter of his
ground. He chufes his opportunities, and, never
unprepared himfelf, has many afliftants at hand to
tupply him with arguments and facts. The oppofer
commonly fees but in part, has often fhort notice,
and can hardly ever divide the bufinefs in a proper
manncramong his aflociates. Yet, notwithftanding

the difadvantages ariling from his fituation, preju-
:’i"|'-|r:\-- -
59 il

°5, and refentments, a popular tribune, in a
country
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~was the laft of his tranquillity. The oppofition
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country like this, 1s a mofit ufeful man. Everon
the watch, he awes minifters into vigilance and eir-

cumf{pection, and if he does not defend the con
tion from every wound, he fecures it from fuch as
might prove incurable and fata

“It 15 difficult for a writer, engaged in a work like

this, to divelt himfelf entirely of prejudice. Truth
15 often infcrutable, and, when difcovered, cannot
always be imparted with fafety. All that can be
expected is, that he fhould make ufe of the beft ma-
terials he can find [3]; that he fhould fieer a mid-
dle courfe between the oppofite accounts, and ena-
ble as well as defire his readers to judge for them-
felve

For twelve years the minifter had reigned with-
out much oppofition ; but the year of the excife-bill
had
gained an advantage, and, from their prefent tri-
umph, were ﬁﬂC()Ulclng to attempt frefh attacks
The officers of the South Sea company, who, not-
withftanding their delinquency, were fuppofed to be
favored by the minifter, were called upon to pre-
duce their accounts ; which were "Jun\'l both confuf-
ed and defedtive. The chI ofa
eftates of the late dire@ors was likew '1' inquired -
to, and the conduct of :1{1rmnahrauu.u:*g, il refpectto
this difpofal, was feverely, though unfuccefsfutly, ar-
raigned.  Great fault was found with the manner
of bringing into parliament the bill for fettling a
portion upon the princefs royal of England, now
engaged to the prince of Orange. In thefe feveral
debates, lord Chefterfield bore a principal part,
and he joined in one of the protefis.

of the forfeited

No fooner was his lordthip freed from the fhackles
of a court, than he fubmitted to the chains of ma-
trimony-
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trimony. He had; indeed, fallen into fome gallan-
tries before.  From one of his connetions, during
his embafly in Holland, he had a {on, who foon be-
came the object of his fondnefs as well as of his
cares. But his ferious addrefles had, many years
before, been paid to Melofina de Sch1.11{-53'1"['}1.1}‘%, a
young lady belonging to one of the moft confidera-
ble families in Germany [4]. Niece to the dutchefs
of Kendal, fhe had been particularly diftinguifhed
by the late king, and was created by him, in 1722,
a peerefs of Great Britain, under the titles of coun-
tefsof Walfingham and baronefs of Aldborough.
Her fortune was fuitablé to her rank ; and the ami-
ablenefs of her character, the accomplithments of
her mind, her tafte for the fine arts, and in particu-
lar for mufic, rendered her a fit companion for lord
Chefterficld. By her tendernefs and virtues, fhe
merited all the returns he could make; and by her
prudent management, fhe helped to retrieve and
improve his long-neglected eftate. On changing
her condition, the did not leave the dutchefs of
Kendal ;~and lord Chafterfield, who was their next
neighbour in Grofvenor-fquare, moft conftantly di-
vided his time between his bufinefs in his own
houfe, and his attentions and duties at the other.
Minerva prefided in the firft; and in the laft,
Apollo with the mufes.

A voluntary exile from the royal prefence, lord
Chefterfield had not neglected affiduoufly to pay
his refpects to the pririce of Wales, and was particu-
larly well received at His court. His royal highnefs
immediatdy fent his compliments to the new-mar-
ried pair, and his attendants followed his example.
The prince of Orange likewife, who, towards the
end of the year, came over to England, on account
of his own nuptials, did not neglect the friend to

whom
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whom he was chiefly beholden for that fortunate
event [5]. He found him in a very different fitua-
tion from that in which he could have withed to fee
him at court ; but though furrounded with courti-
ers, and umni ed to the rifk of exciting di mle tfur

=

L'.‘
he fhewed his affetion and efteem to the late am-
baffador by every mark of confidence and egard
[6]. A dangerous indifpofition his highnefs was
feized with, retarded, for feveral months, the cele-
bration of the nuptials, which only took place in the
month of March of the next year

Sir Robert Walpole’s antagonifts had flattered
themfelves that the period r;irhis difgrace was now at
hand. They imagined, that the nation was {uffici-
ently iflf'“;“.-i%d-, and, as the firft parliament under
this reign was within a year of its diffolutic on, they
refolved to try their intereft by a new po l:ml A €Xer-
tion. It was thought, that the repeal of the fepten-
nial bill would meet with but little 1Lﬁﬂ“n{‘ from
the members who withed to fecure the favor of
their LOH“I;LT.ELHH at the enfuing election. _In this,
however, the leaders of the oppofition were difap-
pointed. ‘Though feveral of the members \J;@,
eighteen years before, were the promoters of this
bill, now {poke againft it, they were fiill out-num-
bered.  Sir William Stanhope and his brothers were
in the minority.,

The oppofition had no better fuccefs in the houfe
of peers, though equally fanguine in its hopes.
Lord Chefterfie ! d took the earlieft opp ortunity of de-
claring himfelf,. He defired, that no words or ex-
preflions, employed in the addrefs of thanks for the
King’s {peech, ﬂm 1ld afierwards be made ufe of, ei-
ther for or againft any y propofition that might be
made, or any q .c*.._n 1 that might arife in the houfe.

The
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"The meaning of this declaration was {oon evinced
by the ative part which he took in the fubfequent
debates.

The moft important of thefe was occafioned by
the removal of the duke of Bolton and lord Cobham
from their regiments. Thefe lords were fuppofed
to have been difmiffed, or, asour witty earl exprefl-
ed it, whifpered out of their commiflions, merely
on account of their not complying with the defires
of the minifter. A motion was made by the duke

~ of Marlborough to reftrain this power, which had

conftantly been exercifed by the crown, and feemed
inherent to the prerogative: The bill which he
propofed was intended to prevent, for the future,
all officers, above the rank of colonels, from being
deprived of their commiflions, otherwife than by
judgment of a court martial, to be held for that
purpofe, or by addrefs of either houfe of parliament.
Of the feveral lords, who {poke in favor of the bill,
none expreffed himfelf with more warmth than lord
Chefterfield [7]. He was complimented on that
occafion by the duke of Argyle, who, being then
ftill a courtier, oppofed both the bill and the moti-
on, which immediately followed, for prefenting an
addrefs to his majefty, in order to be informed, by
whofe advice, and for what crimes, the two lords
had been removed [8]. The fate of the bill decid-
ed that of the motion ; both were rejected, and our
earl joined in the protefts that were drawn up by the
confiderable and refpectable minority who divided
on this-occafion.

Nothing proves more evidently than this tranfac-
tion with what different eyes perfons, equally well-
meaning, may view the fame objects. Lord Chef-
terfield feems to have been as fincere in his appro-
bation of this bill, as his bofom friend, lord Scarbo-

Vor. I. F rough,
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rotigh, was in his oppofition to it. And yet, when
1

reien a fimilar bill was drawn up by the
P by

o

late earl S'..lh‘"‘j e, it had been equally approved by

in the lait

the two friends. 'The reafons and the oecafion that
induced them to think differently upon the fame
fubject, are not known. Perhaps their various fitu-
ation in life may have produced this effet. Lord
‘5c;‘+1"ram':,s11{rn being himfelf an officer, undoubtedly
1ad better opportunities of bein g informed of every
_}mg that had any relation to tht good of the fer
vice ; and he feems to have been really alarmed at
the confequences which the bill, however well cal-
culated to leflen minifterial mfhmw might have
had in promoting military indepenc EmL._\, It was
in that light that he confidered “-‘--* fﬂ]f"ﬁ'it)ﬂ : fearing,
however, left it thould be fufpected, that the defire
of keeping his places, both ?:-; the army and at
court, had biaffed his judgment, he previoufly wait-
ed on the king, and having declared his motives,
with great earnefinefs }chgf‘fP 1 that he might be per
mitted to refign.. His majefty preffed him a confi-
derable time to defift from his nlulrlt 1on, and, find-
ing him unalterably fixed, at laft told him, « My
b “)-af, there is an employ mmt you cannot in honet
““ give up, whichis your regiment ; for you know,
“ as well as I, we are upou the eve Ofa war.” ‘This
argument prevailed with his lordthip ; he contented
himfelf with 1‘-1;;, ng his place of mafler of the
horfe, and, on coming down from the clofet, order-
ed a chair to be calle l and difmiffed the king’s equi-
page [9]. Being thus free to declare for the court,
without incurring the fufpicion of bei ng prompted
to it by undue motives, he not only gave his vote
againft the fecond reading of the bill; but, not-
withftanding the eloquent exertions of his friend,

he made a motion to have it rejected, in order to

prevent
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prevent the like attempts for the future. His rea-
fons were delivered with great ftrength and pre-
cifion; but whether they occafioned any alteration
in lord Chefterfield’s opinion is lefs certain than that
they produced none 1n his fentiments for fo refpec-
table a friend.

A meflage from the king, for a vote of credit,
having been prefented at the clofe of thefeflion,
met in both houfes with a confiderable oppofition.
A war had broken out in Europe, and its flames
threatened to fpread over this ifland. Prudence
required that the nation {hould be prepared at all
events : and the minifter would have been cul-
pable, had he neglefted the means of putting the
kingdom in a proper ftate of defence. It was parti-
cularly neceffary to guard againft any attempts that
might be made during the time of anarchy and
confufion always attending new elettions. Ob-
vious as thefe reafons feemed to: be, they did not
make an equal impreffion upon all the members.
Lord Chefterfield, who happened to be againin
oppofition to the duke of Argyle, diftingnithed
himfelf in his anfwer to his grace. He faid, that

*what was demanded was not in the leaft necef~"

“fary for the fupport of the king and the fafety
“of the nation, though it might be neceffary for
“the fupport of minifterial fchemes, and for the
“fupport of minifterial perfonages. - Coming at
“the end of the long feflion of a long parliament,
“1t appeared to him in the fame light as if an ap-
“ plication fhould be made to a man on his death-
“ bed, to bequeath all he has in the world to thofe
“ who are uiter {trangers to him, nay who have been
“ generally reputed his greateft enemies” He
owned, indeed, what was more fully infifted upon
by lord Hardwicke, who made a fhort and nervous

F2 reply
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1734- reply to his lordfhip, that by the conflitution the

b et L.lm s always had a fort of dictatorial power, dur-

ing the intervals of parliament, in cafe of any fud-

den or unexpeéted danger, to provide for the pre-

{ervation of the commonwealth ; but he pretended,

that the afking for fuch a power before-hand looked

fufpicious, and, to.illuftrate his meaning, had re-

courfe to this farcaftical comparifon : “ No map

“ will refufe to let an infant of a2 good eftate have

¢ whatever may be neceffary B his fubfiftence.

“ For this he has no great occafion for any letter of

¢ credit from his. guardians; but, if thefe fthould

* be fuch fools, or fuch unfaithful guardians, as to

“ give him an unlimited letter of credit, for borrow-

*ing whatever he himfelf might think neceffary

“ for his fubfiftence, it would certainly tend fo

* throw him -into extravagance, and make him a
¢ prey for ufurers and extortioners.”

It may be prefumed, that the oppofition would
have been lefs firenuous, in obfiructing the views
of government, could they have been convinced,
that thefe views were really for the good of the
nation. This .they pretended to doubt; and
ford Chefterfield, as well as his friends, wentfo
far as to affirm, that the veffel of Great Britain
was fieered by the Hanoverian rudder [10]. The
ground of their apprehenfions will, in fome mes-
fure, appear from the following account of the
{tate of Europe at that time.

The ftipulations of the laft treaty of Vienna
feemed to imply an obligation to affift the houfe of
Auftria, whenever its poffeflions, already much
leffened, fhould be further invaded. The Dutch,
indeed, being miore expofed to, and perhaps more

diffident
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diffident of, their neighbours, had laid many reftric-
tions on their acceflion to the treaty. The French,
whofe defigns againft their natural and ancient rivals
upon the continent this treaty was intended to ¢ :;CI:,
foon found an opportunity of putting the real difpo-
fitions of the contralling p‘l‘rt%-‘“a to the teft. On the
death of Auguftus I. king of Poland, his moft chrif-
tian majefty immediately refolved to fecure that
crown to his father-in-law, the unhappy competitor
of the deceafed monaich. The emperor, on his part,
apprehending that, if Staniflaus fhould fucceed, he
thould always find a dangerous neighbour in him,
could not confent to his re-cletion. The difpute,
as s ufual between crowned heads, ended in an
open rupture. But this war, catried on with unequal
fpirit and forces, was alfo attended with very dif-
ferent fuccefs. Lewis XV. the young monarch
of a warlike and united nation, was prepared, and
certain, as he was faid to be, of the good wifhes of
Hanover, and of the connivance at leaft of the Bri-
tith miniftry [117, formed an offenfive alliance with
the kings of Sardinia and Spain, - in order to attack
his enemy in feveral parts at once.  The declining
head of the empire, Charles VL. on the contrary,
found, in the unwilling guarantees of his pofleflions,
importunate monitors .and irrefolute friends. In vain
did he folicit his natural allies to fupport him in fo
difadvantageous a conteft, and to maintain what
was called the balance of Europe. ‘In vain, to avoid
appearing the aggreflor, did he abftain from the firft
hoftilities, and la,am. it to Ruflia to oppofe Staniflaus,
and to fettle the eletor of Saxony upon the Polifh
throne ; thefe precautions did not difarm his ene-
mies, nor piieie him the afliftance of his friends,
The Dutch, under pe: rpetual ap prch('n fions for Ihcir
bartier, w hlL.l ll.u 1mp‘_n al court could not, and tl
Britifh m'u.ﬂl v would not, provide with {-.1t-.1i:1i.“.r.-i

‘t'.‘r'\-'\-l -
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1735.  troops[12], willingly embraced a neutrality; a flate
" which is -;11\‘.-.1_\-:_1 preferred by that wife republic, and
was particularly their choice at that time, from the

fear of being :mllmd to create a new ftadtholder.

] !1' ;1“1:11’111* y was either the caufe or the pretence

+ why the Britith miniftry only interfered ln, vague
i.att’_hpu fals and offers of mediation, which were

flighted [13]. 'The minifter, in the mean while,

did not neglect to provide for the fecurity of the

kingdom. Every year he applied for freth parlia- |
mentary fupplies; he fitted out fquadrons; and
took fix thoufand Danes into Britith pay, for the
fame ufeful purpofes, which, fome years before, had
occafioned the hiring of twelve thoufand Heflians,

He carried this precaution flill further, and, to pre-
vent an invafion from powers whofe intereft it was
by no meansto attempt one, he every year increafed

the number of national troops.

1736, Such exertions of ftrength, equally vain and
X walteful, were not affented to without great oppoli-
tion in both houfes. Lord Chefterfield, convinced |

that thefe fucceffive augmentations could have but

one ufe, attacked them, not only with the power of

cloquence, but with the fhafts of ridicule. With a

- fatyrical vein of pleafantry, almoft peculiar to him-

{elf, he expofed in a periodical paper [14] the harm-

lefs d|fpuimon both of the minifters and the troops.

The fcheme of 2 wax army, moving by clock-work,

and anfwering all the ufes of a real one, was worthy

of Swift’s pen ; and, if I am not mifinformed, the

dean faw, approved, and withed to have been the

riter of it.

ing the courfe of this political ftrugele, lord
erhield had the misfortune of lofing |

hi
'..'h:_z‘,')c. Though the v*umncf", he was
¢ leaft beloved ; »1{1\_1, indeed, by the accounts

] 1€CC ] ';.'f:":.l.
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I received hom the countefs of \,nz:ft:urem his cha-
ra¢ter muft have been moft amiable. By hisdeath a
confiderable Eﬁ”tt devolved toMr. John Stanhope,
whofe fole dependence hitherto had been upon the
earl.

After a long negociation, a freaty was at length
concluded between the conkudmg powers. The
houfe of Bourbon was a great gainer b\-’ the war;
and that of* Auftria an equl hm by the peace.
Lorrain, a ccz-ni.dcml,h province, capable of main-
taining an army of thirty thoufand men, hitherto
govcmtd by its own fovereigns, though, from its
vicinity, moft commonly under the influence or in
the power of France, was now, for ever, annexed
to that crown. King Staniflaus obtained the enjoy-
ment of it, durmg the as an equivalent for Po-
land ; and the former duke of Lom_l. 1; in.virtue of
this ceflion, procured the reverfion of Tufcany af-
ter the death of the old duke, the laft of the Medicis
family, together with the hand of the eldeft arch-
dutchefs. 'The king of Spain’s eldeft fon made a
moft advantageous exchange of two dutchies for
two kingdoms, Parma and Placentia for Naples

—

anc
Sicily ; the king of Sardinia fomewhat ext ended His
£

territories; and, as a compenfation for {o many fa-
rifices, the emperor obtained from his rivals the

long-wifhed-for guarantee of the pragmatic fanction

It would take much time, and afford little enter-
tainment, to fpecify and explain the {everal fubjeéts
of dtbclft between the minifters and their antago-
nifts in the courfe of this and the [ receding year.

lome were temporary or local ; others, the efult of

former, or the foundation of future, deliberations ;
and all, though at the time magnified by party, are
now become too inconfiderable to be mentioned any
where but in general hiltory, where the foibles and

----------
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inconfiftencies of mankind are faithfully and mi-
nutely recorded. Strong things were, as ufual, faid
by the minonity [15]; and, as ufual, the majority
endeavoured to affift the defigns of the minifter.

Very different fentiments were entertained by the
heads of the oppofition. As their objet was to
embarrafs the miniftry, and to inflame the people,
the queftions which were flarted were fuch as, if
decided to their with, muit leffen the influence of the
court, and, if rejected, muft increafe the popular
clamor. This was plainly the cafe in the proceed-
ings occafioned by a tumult that was excited about
this time in Edinburgh. Mr. Porteus, a captain
of the city-guard, had bn,cn tried and condemned to
death, for having too haflily ordered his men to fire,
and h"mnu fired lnmﬁ]f upon a mob that attempted
to refcue a fmuggler from the gallows. As there
appeared, on the captain’s trial, feveral circum-
ftances in his favor, a reprieve was obtained for
him upon the reprefentation of the judges. But the
people were not fatisfied ; and, at the infligation, or
at lealt with the connivance of fome defigning men,
they affembled in a feditious manner. They forced
the gates of the jail, dragged out the unfortu-
nate prifoner, and hanged him in the fame place
where the fmuggler had fuffered. 'This was not a
mere riot ; 1t bore the marks of defign and delibe-
ration; and, though fome of the facts might have
been exaggerated, a mutinous difpofition u)uid not
be difowned. The fame fpirit had of late fhewn
itfelfin {everal parts of the kingdom ; and a daring,
though puerile, infult upon government had been
committed in Weftminfter-hall [16]. It became,
therefore, neceffary to punith as well as to check
thefe violent attempts againft the peace of fociety.
The cate of the Edinburgh riot was brought into

parlia
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parliament ; the debates lafted five months, and
lord Chefterfield was concerned in fome of them.
By one of the parties, this act of violence was re-
prefented as the natural confequence of national dif-
content ; by the other, as the effect of wicked com-
binations. Thefe afcribed the caufe to the meafures
of government ; thofe to the incendiary writings of
a difappointed faction. Defpotifm on one fide, and
jacobitifim on the other, were introduced in this dif-
pute, with as much reafon as they are in every
other political controverfy. ~The minifiry were
driven tothe difagreeable alternative, either of giving
up the affiffance of military force, which fedition
made more and more neceflary, or of difobliging a
part of the nation, already too much fufpected of
difaffection. Some of the Scotch members, hitherto
the beft friends to the reigning powers, exprefled
their indignation on feeing the judges compelled to
appear at the bar of the houfe of lords, the magi-
ftrates of their capital {ligmatized, and the city de-
prived of fome of its privileges. The manly fenfe
and humane difpofition of lord Hardwicke pre-
vented a too violent firetch of power. That
great magiftrate, (who, though conftantly attached
to the court, and moft commonly engaged in par-
liamentary altercations with lord Chefterfield, was
according to his lordfhip’s judgment, not only an
agreeable and eloquent fpeaker, but a moft clear
and inftructive reafoner) maintained on this occa-~
fion, as well as on many others, the juft prerogative
of the crown, without extending it to the oppreflion
of the people. A due regard was paid to the arti-
cles of the Union, and the heavieft parts of the fen-
tence were mitigated in the houfe of commons. But
yet this unfortunate affair is thought to have left or
increafed, among feveral of the inhabitants, a {pirit
of difaffection, which broke out, a few years after,
at the time of the rebellion.

"Thus

&r
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Thus did the perfons who governed grow weaker
even from their victories, and, while all-powerful at
court and in parliament, find themfelves every
where elle diftrefled and literal lly out-witted. The
times were no more, when a Dryden or a ‘%wlﬂ‘, in
{fupport of minifters and courts, alone faced legions,
and fought them with advantage. The fuperiority
of writing, as well as of fpea

Ing, was univerfally
judged to be on the fide :‘11'1_!3-..‘ op.; ofition. Promifes
and rewards, it was faid, might procure votes, but
could neither create or IJLuL‘ll(l!l_, eloquence and ge-
nius [17]. From the epic poe m[18 ] to the btlllud
[19], and from the elaborate cul{c”.m(m [20] to the
periodical {heet I_P:lJ, every cr;(r[r e of argument or
wit was levelled againft the prefent adminiftration.
This had, and always will have, its erfect ; a few
inflances of feverity againft fome of the moft un-
guarded offenders [22], could not refirain the
greater number ; and the popular writers in general
fucceeded in raifing the indignation of the people,
and even their laughter, which was flill of more
confequence.

Tf*.:;: 'l"_uk;L itfelf began to be made ufe of, asit
was in the time of the Athenian commonwea th, to

ferve the purpofes of faction, and {pread perfonal fa-
tyre; and, asone abufe generally paves the way
for another, virtue and decency were no more re-
fpected than government. To check this growing
evil, and put a flop to the i npiety and licentiouf-
nefs which fome of the dramatic writers had been
guilty of, a bill was brought in, and with great ex-
pedition Ial]ed., towards the end of the feffion, in
both houfes. By this bill, the new pieces were {ub-
mitted to the examination of the lord chamberlain
for the time being, and could not be exhibited
upon the ftage without his licence, Though thisadt,

Wi '-_it_'ll
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which certainly was no innovation, might be a proper  1737-
one, yet it feemed ill-timed, precipitate, and liable =
to many inconveniencies. The perfons in oppofition
did not fail to reprefent it as an incroachment upon
the natural rights of a free people, and a flep to-
wards attacking the liberty of the prefs. They ex-
claimed, that honeft minifters had nothing to fear
from the firokes of fatyre; that bad ones ought not
to be fereened from the only punithment that could
reach them ; and that the laws of the country were
fufficient to guard againft excefles [23]. Lord Chei-
terfield took up the caufe of liberty with his ufual
vivacity, and, without preparation, {upport, or con-
tradiétion, he ftood forth as the advocate of letters
and of wit. His fpeech was received with univerfal
applaufe ; and, though printed incorrectly, and
without the afliftance of his own finifhing hand, it
has flood the teft of time, and will, probably, be
handed down to pofterity, as one of the fineft {pe-
cimens of Britith eloquence [24]. Though this {peech
did not hinder the bill from pafling into a law, it
has contributed to prevent the abufe that might
have been made of it, in reftraining the powers of
genius, and ferving the purpofes of minifterial pique
or perfonal diflike,

The miniftry were now furrounded with enemies,
not enly without, but even within the palace. The
principal of thefe was the heir to the crown. Long
difpleafed with his father’s counfellors, and diffatif-
fied on account of the little fhare he was allowed to
have in the conduct and even knowledge of public
affairs, the prince of Wales took no pains to conceal
his difguit. He might, perhaps, have ftifled his re-
entment, had not the perfon who prefided at the
helm forced him to become his dependent or his

enemy,
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enemy. His connections were reprefented as in-
confiftent with his duty to the king; his fivorites
were ill-treated, and he was defired not to fee thofe
who had made themfelves obnoxious to the court.
Self-intereft concurred with ambition to widen the
breach. Generofity, in fettling the prince’s Income,
might have brought on an accommodation ; pat i1~
mony pwmldkcl every hope of this kind. flk king
would not allow his fon, who was now married, and
Imflm expect a family, the fame revenue he him-

Il.lu cn[o"ed in a fimilar fituation ; and the offer
OF one-half, or fifty thoufand pounds, was rejected
with fpirit by the prince, who had recourfe to 2
dangerous, and by the event, an ineffectual expe-
dient.

He applied to the heads of the oppofition, and a
motion was made by them in both houfes, that his
majefty might be defired to fettle on his fon annu-

ally the fum of one hundred thoufand pounds out
of the civil lit. ‘They were foiled in the attempt,
and, indeed, could not expe&t to fucceed. But
their chief defign was anfivered ; an open rupture
was now declared between the prime minifter and
the prince. 'The former could not but feel the in-
fluence of fo powerful an enemy ; and the oppofi-
tion fecured to thf-'"n{%lw:s, together with the patro-
nage of the immediate fucceflor, an increafing in-
tereft with the people, The ftrong proteft, which
was entered in the houfe of lords on this occafion,

was figned, if not penned, by lord Chefterfield.

IT might have been prudent in the miniftry to
have hecn contented with-this temporary fuccefs.
The prince’s refentment was fufficiently raifed ; but
the exertion of it was, for the prefent, Imdcacd
difficult and precarious. A court, deprived of the
means of rewarding its attendants, can attach only

Tainfe
11 101€
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thofe who are in expeétation of a change, and futu-
rity feldom makes confiderable impreflions upon
courtiers. Great refiraints were laid upon the prince
in his father’s palace, and he could not avoid being
watched or even thwarted in his actions. But this
was not thought fufficient. - Fear, or the fpirit of
revenge, induced the minifter to carry his point {till
further, He imagined that, by greater feverity, he
fhould either force his royal antagonift to fubmiflion,
or render him inconfiderable in the eyes of his at-
tendants. ‘The king was made to refent a trifling
neglect of his fon ; no regard wasfhewn to his ex-
cufes and intreaties; peremptory orders were fent
him to part with all his friends, or quit his father’s
houfe ; and he was even refufed the fatisfaction of
feeing his mother on her death-bed.

Queen Caroline died at the end of this year, of a
cruel diforder, which, being too long concealed,
terminated in a painful and fatal operation. She
bore the one and the other with fortitude and re-
fignation, and was fincerely regretted by the king.
As our earl had, for many years, been no greater
favorite with her than his patron lord Townfhend,
he cannot be expetted to have been much affected
by her lofs, or partial to her memory. Notwith-
flanding this, he allowed her perfonal graces, ac-
complifhments of the mind, addrefs, refolution, and
perfeverance. She poflefled more learning than
¢commonly falls fo the fhare of her fex, and was
every day endeavouring to increafe it. Men of
{cience were encouraged by her [25] ; {he enjoyed
their converfation, and wifhed to have a place
among them. Philofophy and politics were her con-
itant ftudy, and fhe took a pride in fhewing her
fuperiority in both.  Her {way over the king was
founded on the opinion he had of her merit, and

{he
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{he improved her power by her compliance with his
wifhes. The art by which fhe governed was known
to every body but himfelf. Upon the whole, fhe
had more admirers than friends, and exchanged the
character of an amiable queen for that of 2 great one.

‘The oppofition had now acquired, what they
wanted before, a head equally able and willing to
give them weight and fupport. They furnithed him
with the mes ns, and he loft no opportunities of im-
prm*ing; his talents and increafing his popularity.
Lefs partial to his native {oil than his father and
grandfather had been, he profeffed a generous love
for liberty [26], and a jult reverence for the Britith
confiitution. His heart was as open to the fentiments

of benevolence, as his mind to the impreffions of

11'1‘1*1 ‘Thofe, who appeared animated with the fame
-ntiments, merited his approbation, and fhared his

favor. He particularly declared himfelf the patron of

men of genius and of wit. Letters and arts, ba-
nifhed from court, found a refuge under his roof;
and poets, thus encouraged, proclaimed a new Au-
guftus. Lyttelton was his philofopher and friend
[27], Glover became his Virgil, and Pope would
have been his Horace. Thomfon and Mallet ex-
prefled the hopes of the nation, and their own, in
the mafque of Alfred, compofed by his order, and
acted inhis houfe. The tragedy of Muftapha, and
that of Guitavus Vafa, were'intended to intereft the
people in his favor; but were both prohibited: by

the licenfer, under the fanétion of the laft a& of

parliament.

As none of the enemies of the miniftry had con-
tributed more than lord Bolingbroke to deftroy their

popularity, the prince of Wales became defirous of

a more particular connection with him. He pro-
feffed the greateft regard for his lordfhip, and gave
him
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him room to hope, that he would one day fulfil his
grandfather’s intentions towards him [28]. In re-
turn for thefe expreflions of confidence and friend-
thip, his lordthip wrote, for the ufe of the prefump-
tive heir to the crown, his Idea of a Patriot King,
an idea which a fucceeding reign was happily re-
ferved to realize.

Lord Chefterficld had long before enjoyed a con-
fiderable fhare in the prince’s efteem and favor ;
and it is probable, that he was one of the perfons
whom his royal highnefs had been defired to give
up. If T am not milinformed, the earl’s principal
view in this connection was to promote his favorite
fcheme ; though it might not, in every refpett,
have been equally well received, nor indeed equally
advifeabl¢ and convenient. He wifhed to f{ee the
cleCtorate and the kingdom feparated from each
other, and allotted to different branches of the royal
family ; and endeavoured to convince the fucceflor
of the incompatibility of the two titles. Experience
induced him to believe, that the prejudices of youth
mn favor of the native foil were unconquerable ; and
he conceived, that, whenever a war broke out, Ha-
nover would be attacked, and Great Britain become
the (vache a lait), milch cow, or money-giving pro-
vince. He confidered the want of a provifion to
obviate this inconvenience as a defet in the act of
ettlement ; and declared, that fuch a fcheme would
not only tend to the prefervation and advantage of
both countries, -but would confirm and fecure the
royal ihmii_\; upon this throne, by the gratitude and
affection of their people. He humoroufly added,
that by that {eparation the maxim divide e impera
would be literally accomplifhed [29]. Could it
efcape his lordfhip’s piercing eye, that time alone
might poflibly effe¢t a change, and naturally turn

the feale on the other fide ?
> As
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LIS As the next parliamentary campaign was likely
—¥— to be an a&ive one, a place of meeting was ap-
pointed by the anti-minifterial party, for muftering
their forces, and fettling their plan of operations.

Bath was the fpot fixed upon for that purpofe;
and a more convenient one could not have been
chofen. This elegant town much refembles the
Baje of the luxurious Romans. Like that, it is dif
tinguifthed by its waters, its magnificence, and its
pleafures. It is there that, twice a year, health, di-
verfions, politics, and play, attra¢t what is called
the beft company. To this place the prince carried
his princefs, foon after the birth of her firft child. |
An event fo interelting to the nation afforded a fa-
vorable opportunity of aflembling his friends, and
concealing bufinefs under the appearances of fefti-
vity and joy. The royal and much-beloved pair
received the homage of the numerous concourfe of |
people of every rank, who flocked thither to make
ufe of a liberty they were reftrained from in the ca-
pital [30]. Sumptuous entertainments were given
by the corporation, under the direction of the fa-
mous Nafh. Lord Chefterfield did the honors of
the place, and his fervants were employed to at-
tend.

Having had occafion to mention the name of Nafh,
a circumftance occurs to me, which, I hope, I may
be allowed to infert here, as it furnifhes a frefh in-
ftance of lord Chefterfield’s judgment, and of the
keennefs of hiswit. It is well known, that this vain,
though ufeful, fuperintendent of public pleafures
firft introduced order and elegance in places of en-
tertainment ; and, on account of the authority he
was indulged to aflfume, was fliled the king of Bath.
In confideration of his fervices, the corporation re-
folved to give him a public and durable mark of
their gratitude and regard. A full-length picture of
the




LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. IV. 8

the mock monarch was made at their expence, and 1737
1 = . b == ¥ o ';..—--\.“_-—-___J‘
placed in the pump-room, between the buits of
Newton and Pope. The want of judgment that
dire¢ted, and the vanity that accepted fuch a monu-
2
ment, were feverely lafhed in the following lines,
written by the earl. '

Immortal Newton never fpoke
More truth than here you'll find ;

Nor Pope himfelf e’er penn’d a joke
Severer on mankind.

This picture, plac'd the bufts between,
Gives fatyre all its firength ;
Wifdom and wit are little feen,
While folly glares at length.

More important fubjects had for fome time en-~
oaged the attention of the public. The nation had
enjoyed peace about five and twenty years; for it
can fcarce be faid, that peace was interrupted by
the half wars of 1718 and 1427. A flate of tran-
quillity fo defireable, efpecially for a commercial
people, had been the conftant object of Walpole’s
adminiftration. The improvement of manufactures,
aswell as the increafe of trade and wealth, which
mark this period, will incline pofterity to be more
equitable than their predeceflors, in judging of a
man, whofe moft unpardonable fault was to have
kept his rivals out of his place fo long. They im-
puted to pufillanimity and felfithne(s his pacific dif-
pofitions ; they expofed the partial and contracted
views with which the negociations abroad had been
conducted ; and they exclaimed, that the large
fums raifed for the fake of preventive and defen-
five meafures were not applied to the beft ufes, the

Vor. L G difcharge
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difcharge of the national debts, and the prefervati-
on of the national rights.

The catholic king, or rather his queen, had, for
a long time, thewed a difregard for the nation
which, of all others, it is the chief intereft, and
in general the inclination, of the Spaniards to
keep well with [21]. It cannot be denied, but
that fome provocations had been given by Eng-
lifh traders as well as by thofe of other nations.
But the means employed by the Spanifh miniftry
to procure redrefs were not fuch as juftice could
authorize, or Pritith honor overlook Jealoufy,
refentment, and, perhaps, bigotry, feem to have
had a great fhare in feveral inftances of wviolence
and animofity. which were then exercifed. For
above twenty years, the Spanifh guarda coftss in
America had been impowered to {top the Englifh
traders in the open feas, or at leaft within fight
of their coafts, to fearch and feize both cargoes
and fhips; to imprifon the crews, and often to
treat them in a barbarous manner. Vain and in-

¥
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had been the reprefentations of our court,
and fuch will reprefentations ever be, when up-
iupported by thofe means which a great maritime
power can never want to defend its rights. The
Spaniards, unreftrained in their hofiile proceed-
ings, had, on many occafions, added contumely
to offence. 'Their depredations were become ex-
ceflive, and their captures were valued at halfa
million.  Encouraged by the fupinenefs of the
Pritith miniftry, and infligated by the adtive in-
dufry of the French, they publicly laid claim to
Georgia and part of Carolina, and interrupted
not only the general comimerce, but alfo that
particular  branch flipulated by the treaty of
Utrecht,
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Utretcht, and known by the name of the Afiento
contralt [32].

At laft, the nation was roufed by thefe repeated
infults. 'The clamors of the merchants were heard
throughout the kingdom. The voice of humanity,
in favor of the failors, was too loud to be fuifled.
Applications to parliament were made from the
metropolis and other trading cities; and neither
peers nor commons -could any longer refufe their
interpofition. In confequence, the two houfes pre-
fented addrefles to the king, exprefling the wifthes
of the nation, and their own f{enfe of the juftice of
the complaint. The anfwer was favorable. - His
majelty was pleafed to promife, that, either by ne-
gociation or by arms, an adequate datisfaction
fhould be procured for the damages fuftained, and
a fecurity obtained for the freedom of navigation.

And yet the minifter, unable to refolve for war,
hoped to prevent a rupture between the two crowns,
by the parade of his armaments, and the addrefs of
his negociators. , He did not wilh to meet parlia-
ment, without having an honorable accommodati-
on to produce, and found it the more difficult to
bring the Spaniards to reafonable terms, as they
were apprized of the neceflity he was under to ac-
cept of any [33]. At laft, after many procraftina-
fions, which obliged the minifter to prorogue and
delay the meeting of parliament, he procured in
the beginning of 1739, a temporary treaty under
the title of convention. The pompous manper in
which this convention was announced, was rathera
difadvantage to it; for, upon examining the arti-
cles, they were found by no means anfwerable to
the expectations of the people and the promifes of
the court. This was proved by the popular h-.\r:ls-;‘ ;
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and, in particular, by the earl of Cheflterfield, whi
{poke againft this warlike peace, as he called i,
with great force of argument, as well as eloquence
and wit [34]. He probably was animated by the
prefence of the prince of Wales, who affifted at the
debate, and thought proper, in an affair which fo
nearly affected the glory of the nation, to vote, for
the firlt time, and to divide with the oppofition. The
arguments made ufe of on their fides were fo forci-
ble, as to perfuade f{everal of the peers, attached to
the court, to diffent from it on this occafion. Lord
Scarborough, who never refifted conviction, on
whatever fide he found i, thought himflf obliged
to join the oppofers, and the miniftry carried their
pomnt in favor of the convention by a.much {maller
majority than they had procured on any other quef-
tion [35]. A proteft couched in very firong terms,
and bearing the ftamp of lord Chefterfield’s manner
of writing, was entered and figned by about forty
peers.

The ferment occafioned by the ill-fuccefs of the
preceding debate rendered the minority fiill more
inclined to fhew their difapprobation of the court
meafures. It was on thataccount particularly, that
the very moderate fettlement of thirty-nine thoufand
pounds per annum, for the king’s younger children,
propofed to be charged upon the hereditary revenues
of the crown, met with any oppofition. Our earl;
who made a fhort, though fevere, {peech on this oc-
cafion, did not fcruple to hint, that while certain
branches of the royal family were provided for, at
a time when the utmoft oeconomy was fo neceffary,
other branches ftill nearer the throne (wiz. the off-
{pring of the fucceflor) remained not only unprovid-
ed but even flill unprayed for.

A {ubfequent
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A fubfequent debate on avote of credit to be
granted to the king, gave our earl a frefh opporti-
nity of difplaying his wit at the expence of the mi-
nifters.  ““ They {feemed,” he faid, “ to have been
“ playing for almoft thefe twenty years, at afort
“ of game of hazard for peace or war; and at laft,
“by a lucky nick, out ftarted a thing they call a
“ convention, which is neither the one northe other ;
“ but is to be made either the one or the other, they
“ cannot yet tell which, if we will but grant them
“fome. extraordinary and unufual powers, foren’
“ abling them to continue their game.  What their
¢ future fuccefs: may be, I thall not pretendite di-
“ vine; ‘but I am- fure, I thallmever be for giving
“ unlimited cradit to fuchvawkward gamefters.”

Such asit was, however, it foon appeared, that this
convention was not thought binding by the court of
Madrid. - They failed in the payment of the fum,
which had been accepted by way of indemnificati-
on, and the meetings of the plenipotentiaries ap-
pointed to fettle the articlesin difpute were inefec-
tual. * From an error, which too often has prevailed
upon the continent, it was imagined, that the reluc-
tance which the minifter had fhewn to purfue vigo-
rous meafures, proceeded from his diffidence of be-
mg {upported by the nation; and it was alfo ima-
gined, that his enemies would -continue to obfiruct
his operations ; and that the fame itrefolution, which
had top long difgraced the Britith cabinet, would
équally take place at fea or in the field. © “War was
at length proclaimed on the 23d of O&ober, with
univerfal applaufe, and the nation rejoiced in an ‘op-
portunity of undeceiving their enemies, ‘and of re-
calling the glorious days of Elizabethand Cromwell.

Thefe expe@ations feemed for 2 time to have re-
conciled the oppofite parties; and if their former
sontentions had not been alluded to, in the king’s

fpeech,
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1740. ipeech, at the opening of the next feffion, and in the
== addretles of the two houfes, it is not improbable, but
that the minifter, by complying, though late, with
the wifhes of the nation, might have recovered in 2
confiderable degred their confidence and approbafi-
on. ‘Thisthe earl of Chefterfield openly avowed,
He faid that his majefty’s declaration of war had ef-
iectually healed up all the former divifions, that he
not only approved of the war, but of the declaration
itfelf, as being exprefled in the moft proper, the moft
juit, and the ftrongeft terms, that could be devifed,
and  that if the meafures now at laft entered upon
were puriued with equal vigor, an end, he hoped, a
final end would be put to all heats and animofities,
He therefore wifhed: that all mention were dropped
of pafl jealoufies, fince it now appeared that the di-
vifion had been not betwéen one party and another,
but between the whole nation and the miniftry. But,
though he was fupported in thefe fentiments by the
earl of ‘Scarborough, as well as by the dukes of Ar-
gyle and Bedford, he could not fuceeed in his en-
deavours, and this difappointment proved a fatal
omerrof what was to happen during the remainder
of the {elfion.

Lord Scarborough's coriduc; in this as well as in
all other debates, cannot but infpire us with the moft
exalted ideas of hiscandor, delicacy; and riederation.
Strongly. attached. by principle to govesiment, and
by inclination to the king; he fupported: the miniftry
a long time againfh the efforts of thofs He was moft
intimately connected with, and lived for inany years
upon:the : beft terms: both: with Sir Rebeiit Walpole
and with lord Chefterfield [36]. Forced at laft by
conviétion to deviate from his former courfe, and to

exprels his difapprobation of the late public mea-
shres, " he did it with a becoming franknefs and ge-

nerofity,
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nerofity, withing earneftly to reconcile both parties
at this interefting period, and to unite them againi
the common enemies of their country. This at-
tempt, however, was ill received : heads of parties

feldom allow a latitude of thinking, and in affairs of

ftate, flill more than in matters of religion, intole-
rance is by every fide difavowed, but too conitantly
practifed by all. -

Unfortunately a iobleman equally beloved by the
nation and by his friends could not long refift the
fruggle between his former engagements and his
prefent feelings. A turn to melancholy, which
fhewed itfelf in his countenance; joined to an ill
ftate of health [ 371, harried him to an aét of violence
upon himfelf. ‘The morning of the day on which
he accomplifhed this refolution, he paid a long vifit
to lord Chefterfield, and opened himfelf to him
with great earneftnefs on many fubjects. As he
appeared fomewhat difcompofed, his friend prefled
him in vain to flay and dine with im; which he
refufed; but moft tenderly embraced him at part-
mg. It happened in the courfe of the converfation
that fomething was fpoken of which related to Six
William Temple’s negociations, when the two
friends not agreeing about the circumflances; lord
Chefterfield, whofe memory was at all times re-
markably good, referred lord Scarborough to the
page of Sir William’s memoirs where the matter was
mentioned. After his lordthip’s dedth [38]; the
book was found open at that very page. Thus he
feems, in his laft momeénts, to have been {iill atten-
tive to his friend, and defirous that he thould know
he was {o. This fatal cataftrophe was univerfully la-
mented, tenderly cenfured, and entirely excufed
by thofe who confidered the unaccountable effects
of natural evils upon the human mind. But what
mudt lord Chefterfield’s fituation have been npon his

being
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being informed of this unfortunate event ? His ex-
cellent lady does not even now without the greateft
emotion {peak of the manner in which his lordfhip,
on her return home at night, acquainted her with
his lofs of that amiable nobleman ; and he ever after
lamented that he did not detain him at his houfe, fay-
ing he might perhaps have been faved, if he had not
been left to himfelf that day [39].

His grief, however, did not prevent him from
continuing with the fame afliduity and vigor, to
fupport the meafures of oppofition. It appears ra-
ther that his zeal, no longer tempered by the fteady
example and mild influence of his friend, but on the
contrary inflamed by his untimely end, exerted
ifelf with greater energy on every occafion,
This appeared in the debates concerning a meffage
for an extraordinary f{upply, fent to the houfe of
commons in preference to that of the peers. ‘The
queflion does not feem to have been of fufficient im-
portance to have excited his lordfhip’s warmth
againft thé author of this meflage. But nothing
from the minifler could now pleafe him, and he
icemed to have adopted, in regard to Sir Robert,
the fentiment exprefled in the following lines of an
ancient poet, of which he fent a comment in one of
his letters to his fon ;

Non amo te, Sabidi, nec poffum dicere quare;

Hoc tantum poffum dicere, non amo te [40].
Yet, notwithftanding the drynefs of the fubject, our
carl enlivened it with feveral firokes of pleafantry and
humour (41}, and the compliment he paid to the
young earl of Halifax, who made the motion, was
equally juft and delicate,

He had a much fairer opportunity of difplaying his

eloquence and refentment, when a bill againft pen-
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was brought before the lords, who, as it was ex-
pected even by the oppolfite party [42], rejected it.
In exprefling his deteftation of corruption, he caft
feveral farcaflical refle¢tions againft the man whom
at all times he confidered as the grand promoter of
it. He invariably reprefented him on that account as
fiill more dangerous to the morals than the liberties
of his country.

Had the earl been capable of liftening to minifte-
rial whifpers, it was often in his power, particularly
at this time, to have made whatever terms he pleafed.
I am well informed that the poft of lord Lieutenantof
Ireland was from his early life the object of his am-
bition ; and that he might have been appointed to it
during the prefent adminiftration will appear from
the anecdote I fhall here refer to [43].

National concerns did not however {o entirely en-
grofs his thoughts, but he found leifure for other pur-
fuits. Paternal folicitude warmed his heart as much
as patriotic zeal. Having laid down to himfelf the
plan of a rational education, he followed it through
all its branches, and did not thew his talentsin a
more confpicuous light, when he fupported the nights
of a kingdom, than when he condelcended to be the
mftructor of a child. Chefterfield writing by choice
exercifes for the ufe of his fon, infinitely furpafles
Dionyfius driven by neceflity to teach grammar at
Corinth.

The brilliancy of his talents was equally evident
in the facility and variety of his compofitions. From
the moft intricate political refearches, be could in an
inflant relax to the tone of polite converfation ; and
Ihave heen told, that oftentimes in a mixt com-
pany, after having diftinguifhed himfelf by fuperior
wit and pleafantry, he has taken up the pen and fet

down
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down the heads of a new fpeech. Several of his
pieces of poetry would have done honor to thofe
diftinguifhed writers he was fo familiar with, though
they were compofed, as well as many of his morl
and political effays, during the period of the oppofi-
tion.

This wonderful eafe and extent of genius was
juftly extolled by his cotemporaries. It was parti-
cularly fo in an ode inferibed to his lordfhip, which
will be feen in the note [44].

As the war the nation was now engaged in had
been forefeen for a long time, it was univerfally
hoped that it would be carried on with fuch vigor as
to put a fpeedy period to it. But either from an im-
perfection in the plans, or from error in the execu-
tion, the event by no means anfwered the expecta-
tions, or at leaft the wifhes of the public. Powetful
fleets were fitted out, feveral millions fpent, and
fome damage done to the enemy ; but engagements
with their armadas were avoided, their flotas re-
mamed unmolefted, their poffeflions were refpected,
and the loffes of trade were very nearly equal on
both fides. It {feemed, as lord Chefterfield exprefled
it, that fome malign planet hung over Britith coun-
lels, and retarded or difappointed CVEry Vigorous re-
folution. The fuccefs and mifcarriage of Vernon
were equal proofs of the temerity and deficiency of
our projects ; and Haddock’s unaccountable inaction
nduced the witty earl to fay that the words flagrante
bello ouglit to be changed into languente bello.

The fudden death of the head of the empire to-
wards the end of this year, greatly changed the ftate
of affairs in' Europe and the fyftem of the court of
London. It would be difficult to give a clearer ac-
count of the immediate confequences of this unfor-
“unate event, of the efforts that might and ought to

have
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have been exerted on this occafion, and of the mi-
takes and weak attempts of the adminiftration, than
the following words prefent tous [45]. “ The em-
“ peror left nothing but the pragmatic fantion for
“the fecurity of his heirs, wth proved of {o little
“ fignification notwithflanding the great names with
¢ which it was filled, that almoft every one of the
“ electors, like moft other electors, thought it a pro-
“ per opportunity of making the moft of his vote,
“and all at the expence of the helplefs and aban-

“ doned houfe of Aufiria.—~—But in the midft of

“ thefe royal dreams of dominion, havock, fpoil,
“and plunder, the king of Pruffia ftarts firft into
“action, pleads a right, but takes poffeflion by
“ force, and avows a refolution to hold it by the
“ fame means.-—Fhe deplorable fituation of the
“ emperor’s family affected every Englifh heart.—
“ The pretenfions of the Pruffian monarch were limit-
* ed to certain dutchies and lordfhips in Silefia ; and
“ asthe event proved that he would have been fatisfied
* with muchléfs than he claimed, it cannotbe enough
“wondered at, that ways and means had not been

“ufed to bring him to terms by treaty and nezocia-
“tion.~~--But inftead of experiments fo {often him,

“ which might gain {o potent an ally to affift in 1hc
* prefervation of the houfe of Aufiria, and obtain an
“Increafe  of power to the proteftant intereff, the
“fpirit of war alone prevailed againft him. So little
“was any thought or defire entertained of gaining
“him in a friendly manner, and {o fittle was appre-
“hended from France at that time, that certain per-
“fons, for'a while, enjoyed a fcheme for the par-
“fitien of his dominions, and a convention was ac-
# tually formied for that purpofe.”

n
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[n this fituation were public affairs, when a motion
was made in both houfes for addrefling the ki ing to
remove from his councils the minifter to w hom
the national diftrefles and difficulties were Imputed,
Lord Chefterfield was not one of the Ip{:a zers in the
debate which arofe on this violent motion; but he
divided with the ﬁﬁ}-‘—cight peers who were the mi-
nority, and joined with the thirty protefters.

His health of late had been greatly impaired, and
m order to retrieve it, he was advifed to leave his
native country for a time, and to feek in fome
foreign land a feafonable relief. He : accordingly
crofled the fea foon after the diffolution of pq1ha-
ment. He pafled through Lifle, and had the plea-
{ure of finding at Bi uﬂqu his ﬂlcnd Voltaire, with
whom he f{pent a few days, and who read to him
{everal paffages of his new tragedy of Mahomet.
Hence he directed his courfe to Spa, the waters
of which had been recommended and proved
very beneficial to him. He ftaid about fix weeks
in that general rendezvous of the beft and worlt
company of Europe, where the bufy and the idle
refort alike for diffipation. As he was himfelf
eminently qualified to be a citizen of the world, he
was courted and agreeably entertained by pr_r!om
of different nations, diftinguifhed by their rank and
their merit. Among thefe was a Pruffian envoy at
one of 1l1e German courts, With him lord Chefter-
field often converfed about his foverei ign, who then
began to excite univerfal admiration, The ear,
who wifhed to fee that prince the friend rather than

the enemy of Great Britain, expreﬂ'cd in lively terms

his opinion of le, and called him Zhomme de Pruffe
(the man of Pruia). ‘This was reported to the

king, to whom lord Chefterfield’s chara&ter was not

-
-

unknown,
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unknown, and who perhaps thought him Zhomme
d Angleterre (the man of England). "T'o be praifed
by fuch a judge was highly pleafing to the monarch,
and he fent him a prefling invitation to come over
and fee him at Berlin. If the earl had not been en-
gaged in the miniftry in 1745, he intended to have
undertaken that journey ; and it is to be regretted
that 2 meeting, which might have been beneficial
to the interefts of mankind, could not take place.
The king ever after {poke with great regard of lord
Cheferfield, and often faid he thought him the beft
fiend he had in England. The earl on his fide
feemed rather an enthufiaft in his praifes, not only
in public converfation, but in his private letters to
his fon, to whom he certainly always difclofed his
moft fecret thoughts [46].

Of all the cities in the world, Paris feemed to be
that which lord Chefterfield would have chofen for
his refidence, if he had not been born an Englifh-
man, and firongly attached to the conftitution of
his own country. He could not but diflike the form
of government and political principles of the French,
though in other refpects he found their charaéter the
moft congenial with his own. His former connec-
tions in their capital, together with thofe which lord
Bolingbroke procured him, muft have rendered that
place peculiarly fuited to his tafte. Prefled however
as he was for time, and hurried on by the ill flate of
his health, he could not ftay there above a fortnight
in going, nor much longer at his return. -~ During
thefe thort intervals, he was a moft acceptable guett
in the beft focieties, and a partaker of their plea-
fures. ‘The hotels of Coigny, Matignon, Noailles,
were open to him, as well as the houfes of Mad® de
Tencin [4%], de Monconfeil, Martel, ladies equally

diftinguifhed
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diftinguithed by their rank, their merit, and theiy
wit. He frequently faw fome of the principal jize-
rati of that country, fuch as Sallier, Crebillon, Fon-
tenelle, but chiefly his old friend 1‘\]ontef(ilm,a He
often remembered, when fome years afterwards he
was deprived of thL {enfe of hearing, what that ce-
lebrated man, whofe fight was much decayed, told
him, fe fais etre aveugle (I know how to be blind) ;
and endeavoured, though not with the fame fuccefs,
to be able to fay, je fais etre fourd (1 know how to
be deaf.)

As his lordfhip’s health had been judged to re-
quire the afliftance of a warmer climate e, he ufed
what expedition he could to reach the South of
France. In his way he vifited Lyons, Avignon,
Aix, Nifmes, Marfeilles, and Mompm‘n,r It is mﬂr
pleafure ‘Lhal we trace him, during the courfe of this

journey, writing rmULnI} to his fon, then only ten

years old, and giving him accounts of the moft
curious particulars relative to the tawns he pafled
through, partly extracted from other travellers, and
partly from his own mafterly obfervations. He
added to thefe fome compendious geographical lec-
tures, and began a fketch of Englifh hiftory, which
it were to be withed he had afterwards thoucrht pro-
per to revife and complete.

Public affairs recalled lord Chefterfield to Eng-
land fooner than he might have defired, and pre-
vented him from enjoying, during the enfuing win-
ter, the pure air and mild temperature of fome of
the fineft provinces of Europe. The great events
that had taken place in the fummer, uqumd the
prefence of all thofe who withed well to their coun-
try, and were able to contribute to its welfare

The houﬂ., of Bourbbn, vhich, for about 2 ::3'11'1"@'

palt, had invanably purfued the projeét of lowering
k bll{.
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the houfe of Auftria, now feized the opportunity of
completing its deftruction. "The electors of Saxony
and Bavaria, and, foon after, the king of Spain,
formed pretenfions to the emperor’s fucceflion. The
king of the T'wo Sicilies joined his power to theirs.
Exafperated by the neglect with which his demands
had been treated, and by the vain fchemes of his
rivals, the king of Pruflia had acquired, by conqueit,
a greater extent of territory than his claims origi-
nally amounted to in Silefia, and was encouraged by
the French, who, notwithitanding their known fpirit
of gallantry, made war againit the moft accomplifh-
ed, as well as the moft beautiful princefs in Europe.
Moft of the other German and Italian princes had
been the late emperor’s fecret friends ; and thofe who
were beft inclined, fhewed themfelves but cold
friends to his daughter. By the influence of her am-
bitious neighbours, who commanded the votes of
four eletors, and terrified or filenced the reft, the
imperial dignity was wrefted from the houfe of Auf-
tria, after having been confiderably above four hun-
dred years in that ancient and now almoft extinct
family. 'The eletor of Bavaria, whofe power as a
prince could give no umbrage ta.France, was chofen
¢émperor, and the queen of Hungary deprived of her
poffeflions. Bohemia was already overpowered, the
city of Prague taken, Upper Auftria over-run, and
Vienna menaced with a fiege. A corps of French
troops, pofted on the confines of Hanover, threat-
ened an invafion. ‘'The king of Great Britain, who
could not be reftrained from his annual vifit to the
capital of his electoral dominions, was obliged to
fign a neutrality for one year. It was more than
fufpected, that this neutrality extended its influence
tO‘the operations in the Mediterranean, and that ad-
miral Haddock had orders to permit, at leaft to
overlook, the failing of a Spanifh fquadron to the

Welt
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Wett Indies, and the conveyance by fea of a Spa
nifh army into Italy. Hungary, which received the
fugitive queen with a zeal becoming 2 nation o
faithful, though {o often ill-treated, was in danger of
being attacked by the Turks. Ruflia was prevent-
ed by a Swedith war and by inteftine commotions
from aflifting her natural ally. The Dutch trem-
bled for their barrier ; and it was apprehended that
a regard to his fecurity might force even the king of
Sardinia into the confederacy.

Thus was the balance of Europe unaccountably
difturbed, and to all appearance completely de-
firoyed ; a balance, which had coft the nation fo
many lives to maintain, and involved it in a debt of
thirty millions in the times of queen Anne; and
which, during the reign of her fuccetlor, was thought
of fo much importance as to furnifh a pretence for a
multiplicity of tedious negociations and oppofite alli-
ances. A firiking inftance this, among many others,
of the infufficiency of treaties to confine the ambi-
tion of princes, and to fecure their faith.

Thofe who were fincerely concerned for the liber-
ties of their country and of mankind, found no cit-
cumitance more alarming in this revolution, than
the fatal afcendency gradually acquired, and now
openly afflumed by the French over the Weftern
world. The natural firength of their empire was
much increafed by the opinion which they had uni-
verfally infpired of their irrefiftible power. The
fear of engaging the French king to take part
openly with the other branches of the houfe of Bour-
bon in the prefent contefl, as well as the intimations
that were given of his intentions to take this part, if
any confiderable blow were firuck in the Weit In-
dies or elfewhere, intimidated the minifiry, and
produced an irrefolution in the Britifh councils, and

inactivity
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inactivity in the Britith arms. The nations which -

had, at firft, beheld with wonder, the Ocean cover-
ed with Englifh fhips; and, from the little refiftance
met with at Porto Bello, conceived, that the Spanifth
dominion in the Indies was held by a {ingle thread
[48], now accuftomed to the fight of impotent ef-
forts and harmlefs expeditions; turned their admi-
ration into contempt, and their former readinefs to
fhew their attachment to fo refpetable an ally into
denials and diftruft. France being confidered as
the only power worthy to be regarded, and as the
fole miftre(s of the balanee of Europe,; made ufe of
her influence to diffribute kingdoms by caprice, and
exalt emperors upon her own terms [49).

The difcontents raifed in Great Britain, not only
by a feries of milcarriages and loffes, but by the
clamorous reprefentations of difappoiritment and
revenge, did not fail to have confiderable influence
in the elections for the new parliament. The opinion
of the public was fixed at leaft as to one object,
and the efforts of the minifter could no longer ftem
the torrent. ‘There dre times when corruption de-
feats itfelf, when promifes and threats become
equally ineffectual, and when gold itfelf is found to
lofe its weight.

The feflion began on the firft of December; and
on the fourth his majefty’s {peech was delivered. It
was drawn up with great art; and, according to
annual cuftom, re-echoed by complimentary ad-
dreffes from both houfes. ‘This, however, did not
pals without fome fhew of oppofition in the houfe of
peers. Lord Chefterfield, who, in his travels through
other countries, never loft fight of his own; and
while in purfuit of health and amufement did not
neglect collecting materials, and preparing himfelf
for bufinefs, thou ght it proper to {hew, that his com-

Voi. I. H plaifance
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plaifance and partiality to the French did not ex-
tend to their politics. Recovered to his former fiate
of health, and animated by the firong motives of
nationial intereft and national honor, he thundered
out what may be called his firft Philippic againft the
miniftry. He begins with a plain, yet ftrong, re-
prefentation of the diftrefsful fcene of Europe, and
recommends to the lords a general addrefs to the
throne after the manner of their anceftors, fuitable
to the dignity of thefe from whom it comes, and to
the oceafion upon which it is made. From the al-
lowed dificulties and dangers attending the prefent
fituation, he argues that what was loft could not be
regained but by meafures different from thofe which
had been purfued, and by the afliftance of ather
counfellors than thofe who had funk the nation into
contempt, and expofed it to the ravages of all their
neighbours.  Nothing, in his opinion, could raife
more confidence in foreign powers 1iill attached to
them, or more intimidate thofe whofe defigns it was
their intereft to defeat, than an open teflimony of
their. relolution, neither any longer to approve that
conduct by which the liberty of the half of Europe
had been endangered, nor to lavith praifes on the
men, Wwilo, 1n twenty years, never tranfacted any
thing for the benefit of their country. He then en-
ters into an artful ‘enumeration of paft meafures,
expofes their mfignificancy, and feverely arraigns
thof€ of ‘cowardice, if not of {omething worfe, who,
notwithftanding all admonitions, conftantly purfued
them. Why the'queen of Hungary, notwithftand-
ing all the motives of juffice and compaffion that
pleaded n her faver, was fuffered to be overpower-
ed by the natural enemies of this ‘nation, the rivals
of their trade, -and the perfecutors of their religion,
the whole world, he fays, has long afized to no pur-
pofe. Inftead of paying fubfidies for troops, never

o
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to be employed, and enriching foreign princes with  1741.
the plunder of a nation, which they cannot injure =4
and do not defend, he laments that the king of
Pruflia’s friendfhip was not obtained at any rate,
and mentions with indignation the late Hanover
neutrality. Lefs fanguine, however, for a land war,
the expences of which, he owns, were certain, and
the events hazardous, he lays the firefs of his argu-~
ment on the naval armaments. Having defcribed
the fuperiority of Englith fleets, {ea-officers and fai-
lors, and avowed the aflertions, however pompous
they might appear, that the Britons are placed the
centinels at the barriers of nature, and arbiters of
the intercourfe of mankind, he obferves, that this
dominion on the Ocean was afferted in former
times, in oppofition to powers far more able to
conteft it than thofe whom his country had fo long
fubmiflively courted, and were now evidently afraid
of. He lafily exhorts them not to defpair; but,
expecting their fafety only from a change of cown-
fels and of meafures, “not to praife before examin-
Ing, becaufe Inquiry comes too late after approbati-
on. This difcourfe was juftly applauded by the
fpeakers on the other fide, as well as on his own
but it did not prevent the ufual compliment from
being paid to the crown, or rather to the miniftry.

The oppofition had no better fuceefs in the fol-  1742.

lowing debate, and, indeed, vigorous refolutions

could hardly prevail in a houfe where minifters of a i

pacific turn bore fo confiderable a proportion. A i

majority of no more than twelve prevented a cen-

fure from being pafied on the neglet thewn by the

miniftry, in permitting fourteen out of the nineteen e

officers, belonging to the eftablifhment at Minorca, i

to be abfent at a time when that important ifland

was threatened with an invafion. ‘Lord Chefterfield
H 2 was
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was very active in the examination of the witneffes,
the difcuflion of the points in debate, and the pro-
eft that enfued upon the negative put to the mo-
tion. As he anfwered the lord chancellor on this
occafion, he was obliged to unite precifion with
clearniefs, and to prefer argument to declamation.
He allowed, however, fome {cope to his imagination
in appealing to the bench of bifhops, whether the
interefts of religion, as well as reafons of policy,
ought not to have produced fome attempts towards
making the Minorquins good proteftants and affec-
tionate fubjeéts. "There was likewile fomething
{triking in thefe remarkable, I had almoft faid pro-
phetic, words, * I think, Iam in duty obliged to
“ forewarn your lerdfhips, that if ever this ifland
¢ fhould be loft by any future neglet, the whole
“ nation will impute the lofs to your having put a
“ negative at this ttme upon: fiich a motion. .. .;
“ for after the lofs is incurred, no punithment you
¢ canr inflict upon the perfons guilty will be an
¢t atonement for your former indifference, which
¢ will be confidered as the eriginak caufe of that
¢ lofs?

The difpofitions'of the new houfe of commons
were much fooner difcovered than thofe of the
houfe of peers. The prime minifter could no longer
command a majority. So high were the popular
prejudices again{t him, that his dependents found it
expedient to abandon' him, in-order to preferve their
intereft at his expence [50]. Parties, indeed, {eem-
ed fo equally balanced, that no bufinefs of import-
ance could go on ; and the frial of fome of the con-
troverted elections thewed where the preponderancy
lay. To {upport his credit, the minifter endeavour-
ed in vain to divide the oppofition ; they divided,

mdeed, but not till after his fall,  "The offers made
to




LORD CHESTERFIELD: SECT. IV. 109

to the prince of Wales were peremptorily refufed, Y742-
as coming from the man whom he accufed of being
the author of the grievances at home, and of the
mifcarriages abroad. Thus, no longer able to con-
tinue at the helm, and in danger of meeting with i
greater feverity if he perfifted in his refiftance, he i
refigned all his places. The king, prepared for |
this neceffary facrifice, accepted of his refignation ;

but thought proper to fhew his regretof lofing him,

by beflowing upon him the moft fatisfactory marks

of perfonal regard and protection [51]. In order

to vacate his feat in the lower houfe, he was raifed

to the upper, by being made g peer. The new

earl of Orford’s good humour, good nature, and

experienced benevolence, {ecured him the affection

of his relations, friends, and numerous attendants.

Time did juftice to his character [52] ; a veil was

drawn over his errors, and even his political com-

petitors feem univerfally to have allowed him abili-
ties, and at leaft comparative merit [53].

The fall of the minifter was not attended with
that total change of men and meafures, which the
majority of the country party had expected. By
this revolution, Mr. Pulteney, who had for a long
fime been the leader of the oppefition in the houfe
of commons, .found himfelf in a {ituation that ren-
dered him, in fome meafure, the arbiter between
the crown and the people: but this place was too
exalted, too much expofed, to be fecure. The
triumph of a popular tribune feldom continues for
any length of time ; and he who can do what he
will, unlefs he attempts all, muit foon give way fo
thofe wha are more daring, = He thought, that by
declining to take the rudder, he might have pre-
ferved his authority with the public, and his influ-
ence at court. But his moderation was unfuccefsful.

Perfonally

s

N e Y




110

1742.

M-CE CMOOS I TRTS O F

Pérfonally difliked by the fov vereign for what he
might have done, and by a great part of the na-
tion for what he did not do, he irrecoverably loft
the party he deferted [54], and obtained from the
other a title without power [55].

"The vacancies occafioned by the removal of the
old minifter, and of a few of his moft immediate
dependents, were foon filled by thofe whigs who, -
from a diflike of the perfon, difapprobation of the
meafures, or eagernefs after the places, had before
joined the di fcontented of other dénominations.
The new adminiftration admitted but few either of
the tories, or of the violent republicans, and thus
contracting their political ground, they left the dif-
tinction of the broad bottoms to tht. fucceeding oppo-
fition. Thefe, gloried in that comprehenfive hame,
but rejected with fcorn that of faction with which
they were branded.

The moft confiderable acquifition made by the
court was that of lord Carteret ; and, at the pre-
fent junéture, none could be of greater importance,
His great knowledge of the qfﬁms of Europe, en-
terprifing geniug, and high principles of govern-
ment, very pliable to the defires of a mafter, raifed
him to the place of prime minifter ; a place, at this
crifis, as little to be envied as it was difficult to be
filled. 'The king, whofe language he fpoke, and
whofe views hé ennobled, at the fame time that he
indulged him in his favorite prejudices, foon gave
him as great a thare of his perfonal affection as he
ever could beflow. ‘The drooping {pirits of the na-
tion bﬁgan torevive, A Richelieu was expected to
take place of a Mazarin, and the people rejoiced at
thc exchange of an over-cautious guide for one, who,

mated with the ancient {pirit of chivalry, feemed
to have been fent from heaven to fatisfy their mott

ardent thirft of glory.
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Lord Chefterfield might have expefted to have 1742

had forme fhare in the new adminifiration, having

been fo inftrumental in bringing about the late re-

volution. But whether through jealoufy in the chiefs,

diflike in the monarch, or unwillingnefs in the earl te il
accept of engagements, unlefs he knew and approv- Al
ed of the terms [55], hie was left out of the lift; and
this negle¢t may appear a fufficient excufe for his re-
fufing, fome years after, to be concerned in the mi-
niftry with thofe who, at this time, {hewed them-
felves fo indifferent, if not averfe, for admitting him
into their affociation,

Some thinking perfons there were, who feeing the
name of Chefterfield omitted in the lift of the mi-
niftry, and that of Argyll foon firuck out of it by
himfelf, began, even at this early period, to find
fault with the choice, and miftruft the abilities of the
new pilots. ~Of the many fatyrical pieces publithed ;
at that time, T fhall only tranfcribe part of an ode, !
which feemed fironger marked, and was better re- |
ceived, than moft other poetical productions of the
fame date [56].

Thus deprived of the afliftance of fome of the
moft confiderable of the party whom he had been
connected with, and was now obliged to oppofe,
lord Chefterfield found, in a fucceffion of young {pi-
rited peers, a feafonable fupply of auxiliary forces.
Thefe were the duke of Bedford, the earls of Halifax
and Sandwich, lords Talbot and Lonfdale, toge-
ther with a few fupporters of the late minifter, who
now joined the new oppofition.

i
:
|

The earl’s eloquence was particularly animated in
the famous debate on a bill paffed in the houfe of
commons, the obje¢t of which was to encourage
witnefles to give in their evidence againit the late
minifter, by the promife of indemnity to themfelves

for
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1742. for the thare they might have had in the corrupt
== tranfactions he was fulpeéted of, Lord Carteret,
formerly the accufer of Sir Robert, now ftood fcnth

the advocate of the earl of Orford. Never did the
acutenefs, comprehenfivenefs, and precifion, of that
eloquent 1p{>al~,u fhine more eminently than on this
occafion. He was complimented both by thofe who
fupported the fame fide with himfelf, and by thofe

who oppofed it. "There was fomething particularly
m.emitsng and elegant in the manner in which lord
Chefterfield began his anfwer, or rather his fecond
rhmppm ““ I'have fo long,” he faid, * honoured

1‘]'1. abilities, and {o often concurred with the opi-

“ nion of the noble lord who began the debate, that

““ I cannot, without unufual concern, rife up now to

“ {peak in oppofition to him ; nor could any other

‘ motive {upport me under the apparent difadvan-

¢ tage of a conteft {o unequal, but the confcioufnefs

“ of upright intentions, and the concurrence of the

“ whole nation.” This exordium did not prevent

him from exerting all his powers in the fupport of

the bill, which he reprefented as fuggefted by ne-

ceflityy authorized by fimilar inftances of former and

even prefent times, free from the i imputations of in-
juftice and cr m]t\, He then entered into a particu-

Jar difcuffion of the nature of oral evidence, and en-
deavoured to remove the fufpicions about witnefles

eing induced by fuch an encrmrqge*nem to give a
e uﬂm'mng,, without being liable to detection.
le was particularly wehemen* at the end of his
{fpeech. As it had been afferted, that no real
charge could be alledged to juftify an inufual
mode of feverity, “ We are upbraided,” he faid,
““ with our own declarations, that the perfon menti-
““ oned in this bill would qulckl}' find accufers, when
“ he thould be divefted of his authority., Behold him

&6 r
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« now, fay his advocates, reduced from his envied
« eminence, and placed on a level with his fellow-
« fubjeéts | behold him no longer the diftributer of
« employments, or the difburfer of the public trea-
t fures ; fee him divefted of all fecurity, but that of
“ innocence, and yet no accufations are produced.
« This, my lords, is a topic fo fruitful of panegyric,
“and fo happily adapted to the imagination of a
« perfon long ufed to celebrate the wifdom and in-
“ tegrity of minifters [57], that, were not the prefent
“ queftion of too great importance to admit falfe
“ conceffions, I fhould fuffer it to remain without
“ controverfy, But this is no time for criminal in-
“ dulgence, and therefore I fhall annihilate this
“fhort-lived triumph, by obferving, that to be out
“ of place is not neceflarily to be out of power. A
“ minifter may retain his influence, who has refign-
“ ed his employments ; he may ftill retain the favor
% of his prince, and poffefs him with a falfe opinion
%that he can only fecure his authority by protecting
“him ; or, what thereis an equal reafon to {ufpett,
“ his fucceflor may be afraid of concurring ina law,
“ which may hereafter be revived againft himfelf.”
An objection had been raifed againft the bill by fome
of his noble antagonifts, which was founded on the
regard due to  their dignity, and the cautioufnefs
they ought to a& with in charging thofe with crimes
who had a feat among them. This objetion he
turned into an argument to incite the lords to be
watchful againft the leaft fufpicion that might fall
ipon them, to ejet pollution from their walls, and
preferve their power by keeping their reputation
pure and untainted. The bill was rejected, not fo
much perhaps becaufe fuch an exertion of power
could only be juftified by the fupreme law of necef-
iy, a5 on account of the obvious confequences
hat might have attended a too full difcovery. The

country
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country party in the houfe of® commons highly re-
fented the negative put by the lords upon their bill,
and as vainly attempted to pafs a vete of cenfure
on this indifputable prerogative.

Another bill, which had been paffed in the fame
houfe, met with no better fate in that of peers.
Under pretence of fecuring trade and navigation in
time of war, itimplied a fevere reproofof the pre-
ceding adminiftration, and laid a reftraint upon the
prefent board of admiralty. ‘The earl of Winchel-
{ea, who prefided at that board, expofed the defe@s
of that bill in fuch a diffin& manner, as to oblige his
antagonifts to admit that it could not be paffed
without fuch alterations as would have made it
quite 2 new one. It may be doubted whether lord
Chefterfield, who wifhed the bill not to be rejected,
without fome attempts to amend it, was altogether
fincere in the following expreflions, ¢ Were all
* men like the noble lord whom I am now attempt-
“ing to anfwer, vigilant to difcover, fagaciousto
“ diftinguifh, and induftrious to profecute the inte-
“ reft of the public, I fhould be far from propofing
“that they fhould be conftrained . by rule, or re-
* quired to follow any guide but their own reafon.”
Some irony was perhaps likewife mixed with great
good humor and truth in the introduétion to the
reply. “ As the known fincerity of that noble lord
““ allows no reafon for {ufpecting that he would be-
“ ftow any praife where he did not believe there was
““ fome defert, and ashis penetration and acutenefs
“ fecure him from being deceived by falfe appear-
** ances of merit, 1 cannot but applaad myfelf for
“having obtained his efteem, which I hope will not
* be forfeited by my future conduét.”

The parliamentary bufinefs had been, during this
feflion, fo extenfive and fo important, that lord

Chefterfield
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Chefterfield was detained in town longer than was
confiftent with his defire of taking another journey
to Spa. For though the waters of that place had
greatly relieved him of his diforders, which were
vertigos, languors, and other nervous fymptoms, he
was far frot being entirely cured, and found fuch 2
retutn of his complaints during the winter, as made

him conclude that his fhattered tenement, as he ex- -

preffed it, would admit of but half repairs, and mufl
have them annually. ¢ In fhort,” fays he in a let-
ter to his phyfician Dr. Cheyne, after all the at-
“tention and obfervation Iam capable of, I can
“ hardly fay what does me good and what not. My
¢ conflitution conforms itfelf fo much to the humor
“of the times, that it changes almoit daily its
% friends for its enemies, and its enemies for its
“ friends.” Being difappointed of crofling the fea,
he took his refuge at Bath, where the waters never
fatled to give him a temporary relief.

As lord Chefterfield was not lefs zealous for the
fervice of his friends than for that of his country, and
was univerfally confidered as the beft judge as well
as patron of men of letters, he had frequent oppor-
tunities of being ufeful to them ; one of which had
offered during the courfe of the laft winter. The
reliét of the great duke of Marlborough, being defir-
ous of fubmitting to pofterity her political conduct,
as well as her lord’s, applied to our earl for a proper
perfon to receive her informations, and put the me-
moirs of her life into @ proper drefs. Mr. Hooke,
the celebrated writer of an excellent Roman hiftory,
was recommended by him for that purpofe. He
accordingly waited upon the dutchefs, while fhe
was fiill in bed opprefied by the infirmities of age.
But knowing who he was, fhe immediately got her-
{elf lifted up, and continued fpeaking during fix

hours.
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hours. She delivered to him, without any notes,
her account in the moft lively as well as the moft
connected manner. As fthe was not tired herfelf,
{he would have continued longer the bufinefs of
this firft {itting, had fhe not perceived that M,
Hooke was quite exhaufted, and wanted refrefh-
ment as well as reft. So eager was fhe for the
completion of the work, that fhe infifted upon Mr.
Hooke’s not leaving her houfe till he had finithed
it. 'This was done in a fhort time ; and her grace
was fo well pleafed with the performance, that fhe
complimented the author with a prefent of z000/
a fum which far exceeded his expectations. As
{oon as he was free, and permitted to quit the houfe
of his benefactrefs, he haftened to the earl, to thank
him for his favor, and communicated to him his
good fortune, The perturbation of mind he was
under, occafioned by the flrong fenfe of his obli-
gation, plainly appeared in his flammering out his
acknowledgments ; and he who had fucceeded fo
well as the interpreter of her grace’s fentiments,
could fcarcely utter his own.

As the majority of the nation were greatly pre-
Judiced in favor of the new minii’[__'ers, they found no
difficulty in obtaining from the two houfes what-
ever they demanded; and they profefled to have
no other views but to profecute the war with vigor,
in order to procure a {peedy and honarable termi-
nation of it. A confiderable fupply in money was
voted to the heroine, who fo bravely defended her
hereditary rights. Sixteen thoufand men of the
Britith army were fent over to her affiftance in
Germany ; and the Dutch were induced, though
with difficulty, to make a third and confiderable
augmentation in their forces. A neutrality was ob-
izined of the king of Pruffia by negociation, and
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of the king of the two Sicilies by menaces. The
eleGor of Saxony was detached from the grand al-
liance. ‘The king of Sardinia was enabled to make
a vigorous and fuccefsful {tand againit the united
forces of France and Spain in Italy ; and a confi-
derable interelt was created in the empire in
favor of the family who had fo long given it a
head.

The fuccefles of the eanipaign equalled at firft
the promifes and wifhes of thofe who had planned
it. Never perhaps, from one year to another, was
there a revolution more rapid and mere complete.
The queen of Hungary, no longer over-awed by
the a&tivity of her near and ambitious neighbour,
treated her other enemies as the had been treated by
them. She not only cleared her Auftrian territories
of the new emperor’s troops, but retaliated upon
himin the fevereft manner his threatened fiege of
her capital, by driving him ouit of hisown. Bava-
ra, for the time, made her amends for the lofs of
Stlefia ; Bohemia was recovered ; and whillt one
French army was befieged in Prague; the other
which, in expeétation of coming to its relief, had
been obliged to quit the neighbourhood of Hanover,
was forced to ftruggle againft fword and famine, and
never could penetrate through the paffes of Bohe-
mia. - Of {eventy-five thoufand men, led into Ger-
many under the condu@ of the experienced ge-
nerals Belleifle and Broglio, fcarce twenty thoufand
returned fo their native country. The Spanifh
forces, not being joined by the Neapolitan troops,
fhared a fimilar fate; and the infant of Spain, who,
with-a corps of Frenchmen attempted a paffage
through the A lps, was equally unfuccefsful. . Even the
operations at fea, though lefs brilliant, were calcu-
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1742. lated to rettieve the honor of the Britith flag ; and
= the blocking up of the French and Spanifh fisets
in the port of Toulon, feemed to fecure to Britain

the empire of the fea.

In moft wars, opportunities are offered to either
of the contending parties to obtain a good peace,
which all wife nations muft prefer to the moft glo-
rious viCtories. France, baffled in her defigns, for
want of an earlier and better directed exertion of
her power, faw the decifive inftant fled, and found
herfelf reduced to the neceflity of offering moderate
terms to the queen of Hungary. But in proportion
to her advances, the queen and her allies raifed both
their expeftations and their demands. I.ord Stair,
m whom the gallant {pirit of the Edwards and the
Henrys feemed to revive, formed the moft fanguine
projects, and offered to his enterprizing ‘nation the
flattering profpect of an expedition to Paris. The
Britifh king, inflamed with that thirft of glory which
infpired his youth, when he fought by the fide of
the great duke of Marlborough, and learned to
conquer under him, had long withed himfelf, like
king William, at the head of a confederate army;
and, in order to form it, fixteen thoufand Hano-
verians were taken into Britifh pay.

‘This meafure, as expenfive to England as it was
beneficial to Hanover, was ftriétly canvafled in the
next feflion of parliament. Lord Cheflerfield de-
clared his fentiments immediately on the opening of
the feflion. When the addrefs of thanks, imply-
mg compliments to the miniftry, was propoled,
he openly avowed his reluctance to applaud, before
the circumftances of the new meafure were difclofed,
and their confequences juftified by the event. His
ebject indeed, was that of a good citizen, as well as

of
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of a wife flatefman. It was the faving of Englith  1742.
treafure and Englith blood. He by no means
could approve the wafling of both in vifionary
fchemes and impracticable attempts. He thought
the purpofes of the war, at leait upon the con-
tinent, could now be attained, if by wafteful, _.
unfaithful, unprofitable confederacies, their com- i
mon and too powerful enemies were not pro-
voked, without any chance of being thoroughly
fubdued. When, in the beginning of the next
year, the expediency of taking fo many additional
forces into pay was confidered [58], he difclofed in
the ftrongeft manner his political principles, and per-
haps his refentment. Asit fell to his lot to anfwer
his old friend and new antagonift the earl of Bath,
he fpared no pains to thew himfelf not inferior to fo
diftinguithed a fpeaker. It were to be wifhed, that
in the courfe of this debate, as well as of that which
came on the next year upon the {ame fubject, his
lordfhip had not ufed, in {peaking of his fovereign,
fome expreflions which the heat of oppofition could
fcarce excufe. The reafons on which his oppofition
was founded, were contained in the proteft entered
on this occafion. The name of lord Chefterfield
was at the head of the fourand twenty peers who
figned it ; and, in order to leave no doubt of the
fhare he had in it, he introduced it in a manner
which proved at leaft that he wasin earneft. “To
“ fhew, my lords, that I do not oppofe the miniftry
“ for the fake of obftructing the public countels, or
“of irritating thofe whom I defpair to defeat, and
“ that [ am not afraid of trufting my conduct to-the
“ Impartial examination of pofterity, I fhall beg
“leave. to enter; with my proteft, the reafons |
“ which have influenced me in this day’s (Feb. 1, i
“.1743) deliberation, that they may be confidered
“ when this queftion fhall no longer be a point of

“ intereft,
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“ intereft, and our prefent jealoufies and animofities

s i oo - 33
* are for gotten.

Minifters engaged in a war, and efpecially in 4
continental one, are neceflarily obliged to procure
continual {upplies; and in the impofition of new
taxes, a thing in itfelf always unpopular, and only
juftified by fuccefsful expeditions, are conftantly
oppofed by their enemies, whofe intereft it is to
obftruct their meafures, and to eclipfe their glory.
An inftance of this appeared with regard to the
money raifed by the new bill for retailing fpirituous
liquors. ‘The pernicious effects of thefe liquors
upon the common people had been very obvious in
the increafe of mortality in this great metropolis.
Phyficians as well as divines had joined in their en-
deavours to check fo greatan evil. Their remon-
{trances had been attended to; and in concurrence
with their advice an aét had been paffed in the ninth
year of this reign (17 36), which prohibited any per-
fon from felling fpirituous liquors, in finaller quan-
tities than two gallons, without a licence. Fifty
pounds were to be paid for this privilege of admi-
niftering draughts  of poilon to fellow-fubjeéts;
and few people perhaps would have purchafed it at
that rate. But the a&, from the difficulty of its
being executed, had failed of its effeét. It had been
found impofiible to deteét all the petty dealers by
whom it was infringed. Informations had been
difcouraged, and informers rendered infamous ;
and as fpirituous liquors, and in particular that
which is called gin, continued to beé fold in {mall
obfcure fhops, almoft in every fireet, few people
thought it worth their while to take out thefe ex-
penfive licences.  ‘Thus was the law defeated, the
quantity of diffilled  fpirits every year increafedc;

and
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and drunkennefs, with its fatal confequences, ren-
dered more prevalent by the very efforts made to
check it. The number of gallons confumed in one
year appeared to amount to feven millions: A mew
bill was therefore propofed, and paffed in the houfe
of commons, by which a {mall duty of one penny
per gallon was laid on at the flill head, and the
price of the licences reduced to twenty fhillings. It
was -eafily forefeen that, by this act, a confidera-
ble fum would be raifed ; but it was not equally
 clear that the confumption of thefe deftrutive li-
quors would be leflened, and the progrefs of vice in
any degree flopped. On the contrary, lord Hervey
and other oppofers of the bill, reprefented it as an
indulgence granted to thofe who would pay the
tax, a legal eftablithment of vice, and a methed
of increafing the income by the deftruction of the
people. In a cafe which {o nearly affe€ted the in-
terefts of fociety and religion, the ecclefiaftical lords,
and in particular the bifhop of Oxford (Dr. Secker),
exprefled themfelves with a zeal becoming their or-
der. They attacked the bill by arguments. Lord
Chefterfield expofed it to ridicule by admirable
firokes of irony and wit. His fpeeches were exqui-
fite pieces of humor and feverity. He ftiled the
money that was immediately raifed on this bill,
the: drinking-fund ; and the law which authorized
the levying of the duty, the effect of that practice,
of which it was intended to be likewife the caufe.
It is reported that, on fecing the reverend bench
voting on the fame fide with himfelf, he f{aid he
doubted whether he had not got on the wrong
hide of the queftion, not haying had the honor of
being in the company of fo many lawn-fleeves
for feveral years.
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His lordfhip had lefs fcope to difplay his vein of
‘uifalit:m".' in the debate for quieting of corporations.
it is futhciently known that many of the ancient
rs granted to particular boroughs were charged

with Luvlu, which the alteration of times and cir-
cumitances have rendered abfurd and impracticable.
Such claufes, therefore, gradually fink into difufe
example fupplies the place of rule, and a feries of
3.-;1'ﬁ-c-ct:_1.f'11tq i this as well as in many other in-
ftances, is confidered as the beft interpreter of obfo-
lete laws.  But yet, fome inconveniencies have fre-
quently arifen from this prefcriptive deviation
The neglect of fome of the forms or conditions pre
fcribed bv fuch charters, in the eleion of officers,
though often overlooke Llludllfr“ﬂl anonce afforded
1 pretence to minifters, to lay afide 1?:1- nomination
of obnoxious perfons; and even t6 threaten commi-
aiﬁt-s with the forfeiture of their charters. This had
been the cafe with regard to lnc, mayor of Melcom-
regis in the county of Dorfet. Fhe charter L"'!['lﬁ-]cu-
the election of that fi perior magiftrate to the ranl
of fimple burgeffes, m.d as 1* made the mayor ql--
derman for life after he ‘1” éd through his office,
it feemed to exclude him from: ever becoming
mayor again. By this provifion, the number of
aldermen in-a fmall town muft foon become equal
to the number of inhabitants, and, in-order to main-
tain the annual ele@ions, the econdition had been:
neglected for one hundred and twenty-five years.
This neglect was taken 'mtn.\, of on-the following
-aculi'on In the late elechon of me mbers of ‘“hi'[l
ament, the mayor was t‘mdont to have l:»c.t:n too
much influenced by a party nomination, and he was
foon after threatened w ith, and T)1{}iL’ul’{Ld by, a
140 warranio. "The caufe, being determined againfh
aum at the court of king’s bem,l 1, was b;ought by
appeal
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appeal before the houfe of lords, where the fentence
was confirmed upon the unanimous advice of the
judges. Yet as, in the courfe of the proceedings,
the abfurdity of the claufe, and the authority of ar
ufage fanctified by a practice of above a century
were firongly urged by the oppofition, and inde d
allowed by the majority, a motion was made fora
new law, to fecure for the future the election of of-
ficers it corporate towns, when made according to
ancient cuftom, though riot agreeably fo the exprefs
letter of the charters. A bill was accordingly drawn
up and prefented, but was found in many refpects
improper and infufficient. Lord Cholmondeley ex-
pofed the danger of aflenting to an indifcriminate
violation of charters. Lord Hardwicke allowed that
the bill was in itfelf fundamentally right ; but in=
fifted that, in its prefent form, it would produce
more and greater evils than thofe it was intended to
remedy. He thewed that if the prefcription were
limited to a very fhort time, the moit dangerous
confequences would follow, and ifit were fixed ata
very long term, little or no effeé could be expected
from it. But why too long or too fhort, anfwered
lord Chefterfield, is there thern no medium, and
could not fuch a medium be hit on? Yet, notwith-
flanding his lordfhip’s efforts, it feemed to be at
laft allowed on all fides, that although the evil com-
plained of was real, yet it was perhaps one of thofe
it became the lcglﬂatwe power to wink at, or not

attempt to cure radically, till the abufe fhould prove

confiderable enough to require it.

As foon as the feflion was over, the monarch fet
out for the ¢ontinent. An equal number of Britith

and electoral troops, joined to a fmall body of

Auftrians, defended the banks of the Mayne againit
I 2 a fuperiox
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a {uperior army of the French. A confiderable re-
inforcement of Heflians and Hanoverian auxiliaries
was advanced ata fmall dillance ; but their nearer

approach was {lopped by the enemy, and the junc-
tion. conld not be effected without a battle. Lord
Stair, who comn an ded the confederate, otherwife

called the pragmatic army, {oon met with a ftrong

i

oppofition to his {cheme S, both from the minifters
1 {

at home, and from the f anrl gc;r:rals. '1'11:: f1r41
feemed inchined to an eeconomical half war, the la
x=-|'.'n“d to preferve L]'l{_"- troops. 11115 1'[!'-..-}4_1;}1.357

conflict had prevented the marfhal from endeavour-
ing to L]"‘-*'l,'-_-}l: an unfavourable {ituation, and from
attempting to extricate himfelf by a decifive firoke.

His camp, which eccupied the firing of a bow, was
atly outflanked by the French, who were maiters
the country around him, and in a great meafure
cut off his communications. He found himfelf en-
gaged 1n an il managed defenfive campaign, when
his genius led him on to an offenfive one. The king
was impatiently expected to put an end to thefe ir-
z'r:l.vilzt.e_,.ls_ He came at laft towards the mmddle of

ore
D
C'L

June, with the duke of Cill‘ﬂ'}r-*']-u;:'}j and put him-
felf at the head of a divided, difcontented, and dif-

heartened army. In want of all neceflaries, and
under theimpofibility of attacking the enemy, but
with great difadvantage, he was f<.'aavs'--\!, eight days
after his arrival, to begin his operations by a retreat
This had been forefeen by the enemy. Marfhal
Noailles, their commander, had pofted his army in
fuch a manner, as to render the defiles, and in par-
ticular that of Dettingen, 1hmrlcrh which the Eriti(h
troops with the king were to pafs, expofed to attacks
on all fides. By this judicious difpofition, and the
fire of a numerous artillery, he thought himfelf
certain either of reducing the confederates to a

{ituation
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fituation not very different from that of the Romans

furrounded by the Sammites in the Caudine forks, -

or of cutting them off, without any ddnger to him-
{elf. Heis even faid to have entertained the hopes
of making the king his prifoner. But all his mea-
fures were difconcerted, and the fortune of the day
reverfed, by the rafh impetuofity of one of his ge-

eral officers, who, infead of obeying his orders,
and patiently waiting for his enemies, crofled a ri-
vilet, and engaged himfelf in the marfhy defile he
was pofled to defend. This obliged the French
general to march to his fupport, and to abandon
the advantage of his ftrong pofls, as well as of his
batteries on the other fide of the Mayn. A general
action was thus brought on, in which the gallantry
of the troops, fighting under the eye of their king,
animated by his words, and {purred on by his ex-
ample, foon fnatched the victory from the hands of
their rivals, and forced thofe to fly from whom be-

fore they weére retreating.” ‘The confequences of

this attion were not fo- confiderable as they might
have been, if the enemy had been immediately and
clofely purfued, their retreat over the Rhine cut
off, ora powerful diverfion made towards French
Flanders. Inftead of this, the fidd of battle was
left to the enemy, who, not C:lt'il}g to venture upon
another trial after the juncion of the Heflians, retired
leifurely to their own country. Lord: Stair finding
fiis projects flighted, himfelf difregarded, and fo-
teign counfels and concerns preferred to mational
intereft, thought proper to' refign, and, as he ex-
prefled it, to return to the plough [50]. The duike
of Marlborough, with feveral other officers, followed
the example of the general, and, on their réturn,
communicated their difguft to their countrymen.

The
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17473, The members of the new cabinet were not much |
== more fortunate in their political than in their mili~
tary operations. The emperor, deferted by thofe
to whom he owed his vain title and his real ruim,
wifhed to break a connetion fo fatal to his houfe,
and to effect, almoft on any terms, a reconciliation
with “u jueen of Hungary. As fhe had at that
time little dependence but on the fupport of Great
3»r§+..-1|;1, however fhe might have been influenced
by female pride and juﬁ refentment, the Englith
minifiry could, and perhaps ought, to have ob hqwd
her to accept the advantageous offers that were

made her. Lm‘:u:ppi[_y both the counfellors near the {

king, and thofe in L ﬂr‘drm were far from being of :
?511..-wf.p'-n'ama Tlr adve CES ¢ of an hnmb"-- enemy

nmt‘i tter recei \*nl-, &mi the two factions that di-

vided the cabinet threw on each other the blame of

the ill fuccefs of the Hanau negociations [60].

‘The new treaties of Drefden and of Worms were

not concluded with greater unanimity. Though

they procured to the queen of H ingary the afliftance

of the Polith and Sardinian monarchs, they drained

the Britifh treafury, and proved detrimental to the

common caufe. The one renewed the jealoufies of {

the king of Pruffia, the other alienated the Genoefe, |

and rendered the INeapolitan neutrality ineffectual.

Even the twenty thoufand men, who were with great

difficulty obtained from the Dutch, and nmrch“

more as {pectators than as auxiliaries, furnithed a

pretence fo the French king for tu'ad\:msﬂ their bar-

rer.  Flafhed with {I_mceis, he invaded their coun-

try, and by a feries of victories and conquefts

brought that flourithing commonwealth to the brink

of ruin ; thus verifying lord Chefterficld’s prophecy,

that, if Holland fhould ever be induced or cbliged
10
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to become a joint adventurer in the fame projedt,

£y

L7435

her fufferings would be fo much the greater, asfhe =~

was more expofed to the firength and fary of the
enemy [61].

Nothing but lord Chefterfield’s inc ~m1'11 on and
zeal for the honor of his country could juftify the
feverity of his fpeech on the next meeting of parlia-
ment. Though he declared he did not intend to
deny any of the panegyric to his majefty, or even
to his minifters, yet, by an artful diftin&ion be-
tween the words behaviour and conduéi, he more than
hinted, that, while he did not difpute the bravery
of the monarch on the day of action, he thought
himfelf at liberty to refufe his approbation to the
management of the campaign.

He exprefled himfelf with fiill greater freedom in
the debates about continuing the Hanoverian treops
in Britith pay after the expiration of the term for
which they had been hired, No doubt, the heat of
party carried him much teo far, when he painted
their conduct, with regard to the Englith, in the
blackeft colours, Tn the fubfequem u.mpaigns
they effeCtually cleared their chara&er ; they gained
the efteem, and have ever fince pitiumed the
fiendfhip, of their fellow-fubjects. The whole
firength of both parties was difplayed on this occa-
fion, and the queftion, under different forms, wag

fully debated by the moft accomplifhed orators of

the time. In the houfe of commons ftood, on one
fide, Sir William Young, Mr. Horace Walpole [62],
Mr. Fox, and lord Percival [63] ; and on the other,
Mr. Nugent, Mr. G. Grenville, lord Quarendon,
and Mr. Pitt. In the houfe of peers, the minifterial
party was chiefly fupported by the dukes of New-
caftle and Argyle, the marquis of Tweedale, the
earls of Chelmondeley and Bath, and by the lords
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Bathurft, Carteret, and Hardwicke ; while the chief
oppofers were the dukes of Bedford and Marlho.
rough, the earls of Sandwich and Halifax, the lords
Hervey, Lonfdale, Gower, and Talbot. But none
of them made a more confpicuous figure than our
carl, who did equal juftice to his caufe, and to thofe
from whom he diffented. 'The earl of Morton [64]
was diftinguithed in a particular manner by him,
He called him the moft formidable as well as mofi
candid of his antagonifts; one who difdained the
hateful arts of fophiftry, and who forced reverence,
efteem, and love, even from thofe whom their con-
fcience obliged to oppofe him. Notwithftanding the
liberties he took with the royal character, he paid
fome compliments to the perfonal virtues of the
king, and lamented that his honeft heart was too
cafily mifled by artifice and mifreprefentation.

But while the parliament was engaged in thefe
ufelefs and acrimonious debates, the French court,
highly exafperated that their overtures of peace had
been rejected, was aiming, by a fudden effort, to
terminate the war. While patriots were contend-
ing, and ftatefmen lulled in {ecurity, an invafion
of the ifland was preparing, the more alarming as
it was unexpeéted. Cardinal de Tencin, the petu-
lant fucceffor of the more moderate Fleury, who
owed his dignity to the pretender, was refolved to
make at leaft the appearance of an effort in his
favor. With this view his eldeft fon was fent for
from Ttaly, and preparations made to convey the
young adventurer into England, with a confider-
able body of troops, in hopes of dividing the na-
tion, and of difturbing, if not fubverting, the go-
vernment. Several fhips of war and tranfports had
bzen affembled at Breft and Rochefort, with as

mucti
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much fecrefly as expedition ; fifteen thoufand men 1744
were ready to embark at Dunkirk, Boul \f“:}:, and 5

Calais ; and count de Saxe, the moft altive o 1.16
French generals, was appointed to command t
expedition. It is even faid that he had taken 2 11‘51-
to London in the courfe of the v-"mt-‘*r, ari i
concerted the plan of operations with for
difaffected party. The month of Febn

pitched upon for this undertaking ; the tr:-:gl:pc-rts
were ready, and the fleet intended to fuppost them
was cruifing in the channel from the Lizard to the
Downs, before the Britifh cabinet were f{ufficiently
roufed. Happily a violent florm that arofe, drove
afhore, defiroyed or damaged the traniports, Urmtl
annoyed the French fleet, and nearly occafioned its
deftru¢tion. In the mean while, Sir John Norris,
who with great difficulty had flipt out of Porti-
mouth, had found means to join the fhipsthat came
out from the river, and to affemble a fleet fuperior
to that of the enemy; but he was prevented by
wind and tide from coming up with them. The
Englith coaft, however, was now fufficiently guard-
ed; all orders of men took the alarm, and exprefi-
ed their zeal for the reigning family [65]; feveral
noblemen raifed regiments at their own expence, to
employ thermn in the fervice of their king and coun-
try ; and the earl of Stair, together with the duke
of Marlborough, no longer remembered. their
caufes of complaint. They offered their fervices
to the king with great ze 1, and were reinftated in
their former r:f)mm’l,ncl, hus forgetting their ani-
mofities to unite their efforts agamh their common
enemy,

But even at this very initant a debate of fome
tonfequence arofe in the houfe of peers.. The law
palied 4n the l'eigji of queen Ann, making it trea-
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fonable to correfpond with the pretender, was, on
account of this attempt, and of fome difcoveries
that had been made, moved to be extended to his
fon. A bill was paffed in confequence in the houfe
of commons, and when it came before the lords,
the earl of Hardwicke propofed to revive a claufe for
continuing the forfeiture of titles and eftates upon
the pofterity of thofe who fhould be convicted of
treafonable correfpondences, during the lives of the
two fons of the pretender, after the death of their
father. The duke of Bedford, the young lord
Hervey, and efpecially lord Talbot, warmly oppof-
ed the claule, which was defended with great abi-
lity by the lords Cholmondeley, Tlchefter, zm& Car-
teret. The earl of Chefterfield took part with the
former. He fupported with great eloquence what
he called the caufe of future generations, as well as
of juftice a.Ild humanity, He availed himfelf of the
authority of f bithop Burnet, who, when the law of
forfeiture was paffed for Smtlfmd in 1409, voted
agamit it, and left it upon record that he did fo [66].
He cndcummnfd to fhew the abfurdity of the pro-
pofed claufe irom political arguments, its iniquity
from moral principles, and its contrariety to funda-
mental laws, “ I hope,” faid he, « to h heard
“ with more attention, as I cannot be fufpected of
any private views, or imagined to "pm}; from any
other motives Iu]}. conviction. I have no chil-

(44
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“dren to excite my tendetnefs, or turn me afide

from the moft rigid juftice. 'Thefe are times, in
which it is no din“i;;'iiinn of happinefs to reflet
:E :-}(t 1]"‘ IjJ\.‘.l 1 (_fc ‘}f

~
i~

arent are denied, times
in which it may be reafonably the defire of every
lord rather to leave t.'a:-h'-.r.d him a good example
than a numerous pofterity.---The reverend pre-
“ lates are lefs interefted in the decifion of this great

De
k.

= queltion than the reft of vour lordfhips, fince their
1
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¢ titles do not defcend to their pofterity, and there-
« fore if they oppofe this claufe, they can only op-
 pofe it from their perfuafion that it is abfurd and
« ynjuft. But you, my lords, whofe titles and whofe
¢ fortunes are hereditary, and who think it fome
“ part of your happinefs that your pofterity will en-
v jo*; _‘,.'0*_1-1‘ honors---have {till other reafons to influ-
“ence you to oppofition. You, my lords, whofe ho-
“ norsare antient, and who derive fame and dignity
“ from the actions of your illuftrious anceftors, un-
“ doubtedly defire to tranfmit thefe advantages to
“future generations. And you, my lords, whofe
“honors are lately conferred upon your families,
“muft defire that they may, in time, obtamn the
“fanction of antiquity. But if this claufe fhould
“once be made a law, the exiftence of our noble
“ families is at the mercy of every prince, of every
“ minifter, of every informer—-It will be no fecurity
“to be without guilt; he only can imagine himfelf
out of danger, who is without fortune—-Let us
not, my lords, make ourfelves infamous to our
pofterity, by bequeathing them a law, which muft
keep them in perpetual alarms, and which will
give wickednefs fo much advantage over virtue—
“Let us not break through all the rules of morality
“ only to infure liberty---If we muft offer incenfe to
the throne, let us offer it at our own expence,
that pofterity may rather ridicule our folly than
curfe our wickednefs; and let us refolve not to
proftitute the power, with which the virtue of our
anceftors has invefted us, to the deftrudtion of
thofe, who, in time, will count us among their
progenitors, but with this difference, that, as we
may reflect with veneration and gratitude upon
“ that courage and honefty by which we are enno-
“ bled, they will mention with fhame and con-

“ tempt
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*“ tempt that cowardice and flattery with which they
“are enflaved.” T could not refift the fatisfaction
of tranfcribing thefe valuable fpecimens of Britifh
eloquence, and cannot help thinking, * that even
Demofthenes himfelf would not have difowned
them,

And yet if a Phocyon had appeared in the midf
of fuch an harangue, would not the Greek orator
have apprehended the pruning of his periods [64],
as our animated earl muft have done the animad-
verfions of the more calm lord chancellor, who ana-
lyfed and anfwered his fpeech Allowing him the
merit of oratory, he feemed to difpute with him
that of precifion and clofe reafoning, e demon-
ftrated the juftice of the forfeiture from the origin of
hereditary poffeffions ; he referred its propriety to
the law of neceflity, fuperior to all other laws ; he
fhewed how much the love of our country ought to
be fuperior to all other motives, and reprefented
the ftrength of parental attachments as a guard
againft public offences. The practice of all ages
and of every nation was likewife urged in defence
of the law, both by him and by the bifhop of Ox-
ford (Dr. Secker). This prelate took pains to re-
concile the punithment of fathers upon children
with fome texts of the old teftament, which had
been adduced againft it, and appealed to the au-
thority of the great Roman orator [68], an autho-
rity furely fuperior on fuch a point to that of bifthop
Burnet! It-is with peculiar fatisfallion I obferve,
that this interefling debate gave rife to a moft ex-
cellent work entitled Some confiderations on the law of

forfeiture for high treafom. This book, which was

written and publithed without the name of the au-
thor, a few months after the alarm of this French
invaiion, is now well known to have been written

by
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by the noble fon of the great promoter of this bill,
whofe talents he poflefled, whofe fteps he followed,
whofe honors he merited, and alas! for too fhort a
time attained [69].

As our ear]l had been happy enough to form early
connections with men of {uperior parts, abilities, or
virtues, he every year experienced the regret of be-
ing deprived of fome of his friends. His attach-
ment to Mr. Hammond has been already mentioned.
This gentleman, for whom he had procured a feat in
parliament [70], died in the courfe of this winter.
Lord Chefterficld was greatly affected with his lofs,
and teftified his regard and efieem for this amiable
companion and poet, by taking care of what he
left behind him, his Delia and his works. ‘Thefe,
confifting of elegies written in the true fiyle of Ti-
bullus, had been intrufted to his care, and they
were publithed by him, ennobled with a preface
expreflive of hfs feelings, and worthy of his pen [71].

Superior in parts, but not equal in fentiments,
died in the courfe of the fame winter the great Mr.
Pope. Lord Chefterfield, who for many years had
enjoyed as confiderable a fhare in his intimacy as
any of his cotemporaries, and who, by having paffed
many days with him at his houfe at Twickenham,
had the beft opportunities of obferving him in his
private hours, did juftice to his memory on all occa-
fions, He confidered him as not inferior to Horace
[72], and imputed the afperity of his mufe to the
feelings of the poet, rather than to the natural dif
pofition of the man. On his part, Mr, Pope often
exprefled the high opinion he had of his noble friend.
Among feveral inftances I find the following upon
record..  “ Being one dayin company at lord Cob-
“bam’s with a great number of perfons of difting-

¢ tion,
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““ tion, who were fcribbling verfes on the glafles, he

v~ “ was defired by lord Cj.cﬁemc;u to oblige them

“ with a diftich *’x:’c’?if'f)-’;"'.:‘ ¢ Favour me with your
“ diamond, my lord,” faid the poet, and immedi
ately wrote on his glala,

¢ Accept a miracle inftead of w
¢ See two bad lines with Stdmmw s pencil writ.”

A finer though equally fhort panegyric was made of
him and of Mr. Pulteney by the fame hand [ 73]

“ How can I, Pulteney, Cheflerfield, forget,
“ While Roman fpirit charms and Attic wit.”

With thefe {entiments, it is rather furprizing that he
fhould have omitted him in his will. I have been
informed that fome coolnefs had arifen between
them on account of the dutchefs of Marlborough,
whofe character, under the name of A offa [14],
Mr. Pope was in vain folicited to {upprefs.

That celebrated dutchefs herfelf paid the great
debt to nature, ﬂ]\, 18th of September, 1744, in the
85th year of her life. Her efteem for, and attach-
ment to lord Chuﬁerﬁcidy were in her own manner
firongly exprefled in her will. She beftowed upon
him her beft and largeft diamond ring, together with
the fum of twenty thoufand pounds, and the rever-
fion of her W m’mldm eftate, on failure of the
Spenc,m family, “ out of the great regard fhe had

for his merit, and the infinite nbllwatmna her grace

“ received from him.” She defired | his lordfhip to
take upon him the care of fuperinte nding the hiftory
of the great duke of Marl Iborough, the writing of
which fhe committed to Mr. Glover and Mr. M;;lat
There is fomething fo particular in her grace’s man-
ner of exprefling her intentions with regard to that

work, that, I believe, the reader will not be difplea al-
ed
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éd to find part of the article of her will relating to
it in a note [75].

War was at length openly declared by the French

15
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court againft the Britith king and the Auftrian °

queen; and to punifh the Dntch for what they had
done, as well as to deter them from doing more,
hoftilities were begun on their barrier. This flep
was announced by the ambaflador Fenelon [46],
who, in taking leave of the States General, declared
to them his mafter’s difpleafure, unlefs they imme-
diately abandoned their allies, and accepted of a
neutrality. They demurred, took a middle way
between war and peace, and, in the mean while,
the French king himfelf, at the head of one hundred
thoufand plenipotentiaries, appeared on their fron-
tiers. As no preparation had been made, two or
three of the ftrongeft towns were takern almoft
without refiftance. Thefe conquefts would probably
have been followed by many others, had not a fud-
den event put a flop to this brilliant expedition for
this campaign. ‘The paffage of prince Charles of
Lorrain over the Rhine obliged the French to recall
a confiderable part of their army, in order to defend
their own provinces. The confederates were now
much fuperior in Flanders; and count Saxe, with
an army not equal to half the number of their forces
[77], was reduced to the neceflity of aéting upon
the defenfive. But the commanders of the allied
army were too generous to take advantage of this
inequality. War was made againft the prime mi-
nifter much more than againft the enemy. The ge-
nerals, influenced by oppofite interefts, {pent their
fime in contentions with each other; the Dutch
were irrefolute, the Aufinians unprepared. No ac-
tion was attempted, for want of harmony ; no fiege,

for
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for want of cannon [%8]; and in thofe plains where

Marlborough had gathered Ia:i:ﬁ.y, ."i:_:rea: Was now
collected, and contributions raifed [79].

Thefe diffentions in the minifiry extended their
influence on the operations in the Mediterranean.
Two admirals, each chofen by one of the parties,
were fent out together, with a fuperior force, to block
up the united flcets of France and Spain. It was
previoufly known that they could not agree ; and it

was even fufpected, that one of ‘H;.m would not
-aflift the other. 'The event of the adion near Tou-
lon proved the juftnefs of thefe fufpicions, and the
fatal effects of pique and refentment. The fubfe-
quent trials of the admirals at home fhewed equally
the effeCts of favour and partiality. The L.\}ITIETM.II-
der who fought was difgraced, againft the inclina-
tions of the king ; and, notwithftanding the clamors
of the nation, the cautious one was acquitted.

The king of Pruffia did not care to truft any
longer to a miniftry, the majority of which were f
from being zealous in his caufe. Apprehenfive for
his own conquelts, if once the queen of Hungary
were enabled to crufh her other enemies, and en-
raged that his interceflion in favor of the 1*%:5111;';;)_'-;
head of the empire had been defpifed,
proper to employ more power tul folicitors ; ai:'ui, by
his feafonable diverfion in Saxony and Bohemi
forced prince Charles to repafs the Rhine, and f
the defence of his fifter’s dominions. ‘This fatal fte]
turned the {cale on the fide of the French, and put
mto their hands the fortune of the war.

Lord Carteret, being thus difappointed in his

extenfive projects, could no longer maintain his
ground againit the efforts of thofe whom he defpifed
‘The people, who had hitherto only c:{pcricmd an

increae
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increafe of taxes from what was called the dranken
adminiftration, eafily yielded to the infinuations of
his enemies, and the fovereign was obliged to facri-
fice the only man he confided in, to private jea-
loufies and to public clamor,

A treaty had been for fome time negociating be-
tween the old part of the miniftry and the members
of the oppofition ; but it was not concluded before
the clofe of this year. It was called the coaliston, or
broad-bottom treaty. Lord Chefterfield, who was at
the head of that party, had long declared for an
honorable peace ; or, till that could be obtained,
for an exclufive exertion of Britifh forces on that
element where they are truly formidable. On this
principle a league was formed between the two par-

-ties, to drive out the minifter, who was looked
upon as their common enemy. This was a matter
of no fmall difficulty. Lord Carteret had got pof-
feffion of the royal ear; and the only way to effect
it was to perfuade the kmg, that his favorite mea-
fures would be purfued, and carried on with greater
efficacy, by minifters of 2 more popular caft. Lord
Chefterfield was propofed as being equal to the ob-
noxious minifter in his political knowledge of the
interefts of princes, and as the moft likely perfon
to prevail with the States to join heartily in the
common caufe. Neceflity alone could induce
George II. to employ a man whom, for a number
of years, he had been taught to confides as his per-
fonal enemy [80], and who"n in return, he had
not treated as a friend. He had, however, no grea
objection to avail himfelf of the earl’s intereft in
Holland, and was even willing to fend him from
thence, as lord lieutenant, to Ireland, if for no
other reafon, to keep him ftill at a diftance. But
VoLr. K K he
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he wanted to make the admiffion of the earl into
he cabinet a reward for fervices rather than a con-
dition of his being employed ; and perfifted in de-
laying, at leaft for a time, to receive him into the
clofet. Lord Chefterficld peremptorily infifted upon
both thefe circumftances. The audience was ac-
cordingly granted ; but the monarch, ever fuperior
to diffimulation, received him with m{at coldnefs.
You have recerved your inftructions, my lord, were the
only words which he {poke, in anfwer to the earl’s
application to be- honored with his majei’ty’e coms-
mands. Fhis is not the only inftance, in this reign,
of a fubject’s forcing his way to hl‘; mafter, and

obtaiming or recoveéring his favor.

4
1
Ll

Thus was lord Chefterfield, after an oppofition
of ten years to public meaﬁnu: called upon once
more to take a part in adm:mﬁmt.m. Admitted
on his own terms, and without being obliged to
facrifice either his friends or his principles, he had
the fatisfaction of being called by the voice of the
nation : and while one part of Europe dreaded the
influence of fo able a negociator, the other loudly
exprefled the higheft fatisfaction at fo Judicious a
choice. To ﬂmw 1ow far he was able to anfwer

the great expectations univerfally entertained of

him, will be the fubjett of the following fection.

SECTION
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THE commonwealth of the United Provinces
had hitherto avoided to act as principals in the pre-
fent difpute.  They had (hewn an equal reluctance
to abandon the queen of Hungary, and to com-
mence hoftilities againft the French king. Faithful
to their great De Witt’s maxims, they had enjoyed
peace amidft the tumults of war; and, confidermg
the commotions of their neighbours as_fo many opportuni-
tes for them -to enlarge their trade and increafe their
wealth, they feemed.little inclined to drop the fubflance,
i order to catch at a fhadow [1].

This irrefolute conduét had expofed them to
fome inconveniencies. Roufed to aftion by the
reprefentations of their own as well as of Englith
patriots [2], and awed into fubmiflive tranquillity
by the eloquence and menaces of French agents,
they were forced to take fome ambiguous tteps,
unfatisfactory to one of the parties, and unpleafing

to the other. 'They granted fome fubfidies to the,

late emperor’s daughter, but thofe were given
flowly, and with a fparing hand. 'They increafed
the number of their troops, but employed them
chiefly to fupply the deficiencies of the Auftrians
m their own barrier towns ; and thofe of their corps

K 2 which
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which had taken the field the year before, were
cautioufly kept from coming into action.

The earl of Chefterfield had been too well ac-
quainted with the principles of Dutch politics dur-
ing the courfe of his firft embafly in Holland, to
believe that fo cautious a people could eafily be in-
duced to defert them. He knew that 10 ¢ fafe was
their firft concern, and to be rich their fecond. Indeed
he was fo far converted to their {yftem, that he
adopted it in great meafure for his own country,
and made no fcruple openly to declare, that excepr
when the Dutch barrier is in danger, it can mever
be the intereft of this mation to enter into a lumd

war [3].

This, indeed was now the cafe. ’The invafion
of the Low Countries by the French ftruck terror
into the different orders of the ftate. 'The Dutch
mob, not unlike other mobs, and perhaps flill lefs
manageable, when excited by wild enthufiafts and
artful demagogues, exclaimed that their rulers
were lulled by French influence, or perhaps by
French gold. 'The exhaufted ftate of the public
treafure, the ruinous condition of the fortifications,
the emptinefs of the magazines, the neglect of the
military difcipline, the inexperience of the officers,
and the weaknefs of the adminiftration, had reduced
the republic to the {tate in which it was in the year
1672, when Lewis XIV. fubdued four of the pro-
vinces ; and, as the caufe was the fame, to wit, the
want of a chief, fimilar cenfequences were juftly
apprehended, and the famie remedy defired and
pointed out.

This eritical fitwation had long been forefeen by
lord Chefterficld. He had warned his countrymen
repeatedly not to perfift: in meafures calculated to

ferve
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ferve a foreign intereft. As thequeen of Hungary - 1743.
had unexpectedly been reftored to the beft part of %>/
her hereditary pofleflions, he judged it inexpedient

to contend for the reft. All further fchemes for her
aggrandifement were treated by him as chimerical

and defiructive. He thought an equivalent for Sile-

Jia was to be looked upon as the moft romantic of all the

State Quixotifins of thefe Quixot times [4], and withed

to fave his country from the reproach of being the
wind-mill-fighter of Europe [5].

As our earl’s ideas were fo well known to the old
minifters, the refolution of fending him over to
Holland, in order to defeat prejudices fo deeply
rooted, muft at the firlt view appear extremely
abfurd. But two ends were to be anfwered, from
his undertaking fo difficult a negotiation. The firft
was to reprefent his lordthip’s acceprance of that em-
loy as an argument that ke had undergone a political
regeneradion, and that he was not only fatisfied with his
majefty’s meafures, but ready to further them to the ut-
moft of his power [6].

"The fecond was to be enabled to convince their
fovereign that what {o popular a minifter could not
accomplifh, was really impracticable, and by de-
grees to induce him to adopt true national meafures
from the impoffibility of purfuing any other [7].

The new ambaffador arrived on the r1th of Ja-
nuary at the Hague ; where he was to meet with
the affiftance of Mr. Trevor, the prefent lord Tre-
vor, who was then his majefty’s envoy extraordinary
and plenipotentiary with the States General. As he
was to ftay there but a fhort time, he did not take
a great number of attendants with him, nor any
companions but his friends Mr., Mallet and Mr.
Dayrolles, in whom he expetted and found an
agreeable fociety, as well as ufeful afiiftance.

The
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The credentials given to the earl, expreffed his
majefty’s defire that the States might be induced to
unite their forces and interefis in the fupport of the
common caufe ; and he was authorized to concert
with their minifters and generals, as well as with
thofe of the other allies, the proper meafures to be
purfued, in order to obtain as fpeedily as poflible a
good and folid peace, by carrying on the war with
vigar,

The plan laid down in the ambaffador’s infiruc-
tions was ftrictly followed by him ; and, were the
account he is faid to have written of his embafly
ever to fee the light, it would appear how earneft
he was to obtain from the Dutch what he believed
they ought, and perhaps withed they would refufe,
He prefled them to come roundly into the war, and
ftipulated with them the proportion of the fubfidies
and troops to be furnifhed by each fide.

"The Spanifh ambaffador, the marquis de St. Gil,
but efpecially the abbe de la Ville, who fucceeded
the marquis de Fenelon as French minifter at the
Hague, did not fail to oppofe lord Chefterfield in
the courfe of his negociation. 'The abbe was in
every refpect an antagonift worthy of him ; and his
lordfhip has given {o lively an account of the man-
ner in which he endeayoured to carry his point,
notwithftanding his competitor’s efforts, that I fhall
1ot {feruple to infert it in a note,[8].

P}‘:i}&mhfﬁpy, however, and true policy, were
fironger in the earl’s breaft than the defire of fuc-
ceeding in his warlike negociation. Heheld up the
olive branch at the fame time that his duty obliged
him to fpirit up the Dutch to gather laurels. He
tried to induce the minifiers of the contending pow-
ers to bring their refpeétive courts to terms of ac-

commodation,
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commodation, if an honorable peace were propofed ;
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and he feems afterwards to have done full juftice to ~——

abbe de la Ville, in {uppofing that thefe were like-
wife his real fentiments [g].

Unfortunately feveral caufes concurred in render-
ing their joint efforts ineffectual. The two parties
which divided the republic were, from ditferent mo-
tives, equally averfe from peace. Fear deterred
the one, and interelt influenced the other. The re-
publicans, already fufpected of having betrayed
their country to the French [10], were apprehenfive
of being made the victims of an incenfed people, if
they confented to an ignominious defertion of the
common catife. The itadthelder on the other hand
rejected all offers, even of an advantageous pacifi-
cation, which would have overturned their fchemes,
and retarded the elevation of the princé of Orange.
But the circumflance which more effeCtually ob-
ftructed the withed-for reconciliation was the death
of the emperor Charles VII. * Grief and difappoint-
ment put an end to his life, the very day that the
ambaflador fet out from London: - This event, to-
gether with the quadruple alliance concluded at the
fame time, and the attack made upon the Hanove-
rian territories by marfhal Belleifle, opened a new
field of enterprize to the fanguine projectors of botly
nations. ‘The wild fchemes of humbling both
Franceand Pruflia' were refumed with rather a bétter
profpect of fuccefs ;' efpecially after the voung duke
of Bavaria's treaty with the queen of Hungary had
fecured to her.a body of auxiliary forces, a majority
of votes in the'electoral college; and the refioration
of the imperial dignity to-her family by the election
of her hufband.

Thus pufhed on by the current, lord Chefterfield
(ucceeded beyond the expectations of thofe who fent
him
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him. The flates, indeed, refufed to declare war, b
they agreed to carry it on. ‘They promifed, upon
paper, to maintain 50,000 men in the field, befides
10,000 in their garrifons. The mercantile fpirit
manifefted itfelf in fettling the proportion of the
expences. But the ambaflador had orders not to
object to trifles; and he punctually obeyed. In-
ftead of the two fifths, which had formerly been de-
manded, one third of the old fubfidies, and only
one fourth of the new ones, was now accepted.

In the principal article our earl gave great fatis-
taftion to his royal mafter, 'The duke of Cumber-
land, already pput at the head of the Britith forces,
was by the ambaflador’s induftry appointed com-
mander in chief of the confederate army [11]. This
appeared as if the Dutch were in earneft; and yet
perhaps they only complimented a foreign prince at
the expence of their own. The young duke was
defervedly the favorite of a brave people, as well as
of their king. Firlt of the Hanover line born in
England, he had fhewn himfelf at Dettingen worthy
of the title of a Britifh prince, and pofleffed all the
military ardor of his father, But thefe very circum-
{tances, joned to the fuperiority of his rank, which
put him above the controul of a colleague [12],
mult even then have alarmed. confiderate people,
They muft have been fhocked to fee that with infe-
rior forces he was fuffered to encounter the ableft
general of the age, placed at the head of an army
exercifed in many campaigns, and fighting under
the eyes of their king, - I know that, nearly under
the fame difadvantages, the fon of Edward III. de-
feated a French army, and made the king his pri-
foner.  But the commander of that army was not a
marfhal de Saxe ; and men fuch as the black prince
are feldom met with more than once in the annals of
any nation, i

As
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As the great {uperiority of the French troops over  174s.
thofe, with which the duke entered the field, was “=——v=—
fufficiently known, a defenfive campaign might
have been moft eligible, at leaft till a freth fupply
of auxiliary forces could be procured. But this by
no means fuited with the difpofition of the young
general.  The plan which the king and his minif-
ters had fettled at 5t. James’s, and which the Eng-
lith ambaflador was inftructed to communicate to
the refpective commanders at the Hague, was to
wait only till the French were engaged ina fiege,
and then to attack their divided army [13].

This projet might have fucceeded, had the ine-
quality been lefs, or the fecret better kept. But
the enemy were apprifed of the defign, and had
with great fkill prepared to render it ineffectual,
Their ‘lines were made almoft inacceffible by the
art of their engineers, and impregnable as well as
deftructive by their artillery. Such notwithftanding
was the intrepid behaviour both of the national and
electoral troops ; fuch was the gallantry of the royal
chief [14], that the iffue was like to have been as
glorious as it proved fatal to the confederates,
Their formidable column, intrepid and unfhaken,
had driven the whole force of the enemy, and there
remained only a fmall referve to encounter, much
1ferior to 2 body of eight thoufand Hanoverians,
which * had unaccountably been difmiffed [1 5].
But this referve, confifting chiefly of Irith regiments
[16], was fufficient to repel the laft efforts of men,
led for the third time to deftruction, thinred by
the enemy’s cannon, wearied out with the {laughter
they had made, and retiring with this confolation,
iFit could be one, that they yielded the palm to
their own countrymen.

Had this fatal event, convincing as it was that no
good could be expected from the continuation of
the
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the war, produced the fame effe® upon the fan-
guine monarch and his temporizing minifter as it
did upon lord Chefterficld, the nation perhaps
would have profited by the difappointment.
France, efpecially after the lofs of Cape Breton, was
ilzﬂlu';ﬂ-li}- mfp{}iLd to balance accounts. It was
not her intereft that the king of Pruffia fhould ag-
grandize himfelf, even at the expence of the houfe
of Auftria. To maintain an equilibrium be-
tween thefe two powers, fhe was ready to favour
the election of the grand duke of ’I'u"c:“.n}-' to the
imperial “dignity. The other points in difpute
might eafily have been adjufted, and the contend-
mg powers would all have been benefited by a cef-
fation of hoftilities. The elevation of a {tadtholder
would fhll have taken place, but in a more fecure
and lefs tumultuous manner. The wealth, the
{trength, the honor of the Britifh nation would no
longer have been facrificed to foreign in ttu.,ltb, the
rtbc lion would not have enfued, or at leaft would
not have remained fo long uncrufhed, and one
ufeful lefflon would have faved the repeated mortifi-
cations of fucceeding campaigns.

Lord Chefterfield had long wifhed for an oppor-
tunity of rewarding the fervices of his chaplain ; and
this opportunity offered while he was at the Hague.
A vacancy having happened in the bench of bifhops
in Ireland, lord Chefterfield wrote to lord Harring-
ton who was then with the king at Hanover, re-
commending dotor Chenevix to: the vacant fee.
He received a polite anfwer, rejeting in civil terms
the recommendation. - Lord Harrington at the fame
time affured lord ‘Chefterfield, that his Majefty
would accept of any other perfon he thould name,
and therefore advifed him to fok ous for ‘JHD‘}‘C'
bifhiop ;- to which lord Chefterfield replied,

heooe
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begged his lordfhip would defire the king to look out 1745.
for another lord lieutenant. The reply had itsef- ~ =~
fett ; do&tor Chenevix was made bifhop of Killa-

loe, and a few months after tranflated without op-

pofition to the fee of Waterford.

The bufinefs of the embally being finifhed, the
earl received his frefh credentials, and took leave of
the flates general, eight days after the battle of
Fontenoy. The difcourfe which he delivered on
this occafion, was a fhort, lively, and indirect reply
to Fenelon’s farewel {peech. He defcribed the ad-
vantages arifing from the clofe union of the Britifh
and Dutch nations, an union not the effet of tran-
fient views or accidental junctures, but the confe-
quence of their reciprocal and invariable interefts,
pointed out by their refpective {ituations, and con-
firmed by the uninterrupted experience of almoft a
century. This was artful, as it recalled to the
ftates the dreadful effects of their former diffentions,
and in particular the imminent danger which their
country had fo narrowly efcaped in 1672 ; a dan-
ger which as it now again hung over their heads,
could enly be avoided by adhering clofely to their
alliance with Great Britain. He likewife expreffed
his grateful regard for their high mightinefles, and
his attachment to the republic. The ftates, in re-
turn to the ambaffador’s profeflions, teftified in their
letter to his fovereign, their efteem for the talents,
abilities, and prudence, of fo eminent a negotiator
fr7]-

The early clofe of the feflion of the Britifh parlia-
ment this year, permitted the monarch to revifit his
eleCtoral dominions. * L ord Chefterfield arrived at
his houfe in London the fame day that ‘the king fet
out from Harwich, and was deprived of the honor
of delivering to him a verbal account of his embafly

It
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It is a matter of doubt whether this was altogether
the effect of chance; but as his landing at Dublin
fome months after happened alfo the fame day that
the King arrived in England, it may be fufpeéted
that neither of the parties was defirous of an inter-
view as cold as the preceding had been.

The reprefentations, which his excellency made
to the regency [18], of the difpofitions of the
Dutch, and of the ftate of their affairs, were by no
means calculated to recommend a perfeverance in
meafures which they had agreed with him to dit
courage. But the earl’s colleagues had now altered
their notions ; nor could the further fuccefies of the
French in the courfe of this year, the four victories
of the Pruffian king, the advantages gained by the
Spaniards and their new allies the Genoefe in Italy,
nor even the alarms of the rebellion at home,
difturb them from their unaccountable fecurity.
Flufhed with the conqueft of Cape Breton [19],
and buoyed up with expectations from new expedi-
tions, new negotiations and new fubfidies, they re-
ceived with coldnefs the propofals of the French
minifters at the Hague, for affembling a congrefs,
and putting an end to the war. Inftead of availing
themielves of the intelligence procured by the am-
baflador, and agreeable to their ftipulations of
making ufe of the full power they had to bring
about a peace, they determined to continue the
war, and  lord Chefterfield was prevented from
making any further remonftrances, by being oblig-
ed to fet out for Ireland, in confequence of the
breaking out of the rebellion in Scotland [20].

The frtuation of domeftic affairs, indeed, was
fuch as to require the moft prudent management,
as well asmoft vigorous exertion of power, in the

feveral
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feveral parts of the Britith empire. England, 174s.
which was fuppofed to be out of reach of danger, ‘“—v—t
was {uddenly itruck from a cloud that feenied to be at

firlt no bigger than a man's hand [21]. ‘The rebelli-

on that broke out about the middle of this year,

too much defpifed in the beginning, foon became
formidable from the weak efforts made to crufh it

proving ineffectual.

‘The landing of a young and daring adventurer,
the fudden and almoft total fubmiffion of Scotland,
the furprizing and routing of an Englith army by a
handful of rebels, were the harbingers of flill great-
er misfortunes.  An undifciplined band of moun-
taineers, hardened by their climate and their zeal,
were led on by a few ruined defperate chiefs, who
by a {udden invafion, attempted to fhake their
fovereign’s throne. In their hopes of reinforce-
ments they were difappointed, but having feized
upon Carlifle, unaccountably unprovided, they as
unaccountably purfued their wonderful march to-
wards London. The weftern road being left
open to them, they did not fear to be overtaken by
marfhal Wade, who kept the eaftern; and while
he flowly croffed the country to meafure the tract
they ran over, they nearly gave the flip to the more
alert duke of Cumberland. An univerfal alarm
was now fpread, and inftead of afking whether
the miniftry had any defign to extinguith the
rebellion, it came to be afked whether it was in
their power [22]. Every day gave rile to falfe re-
ports from the fecret well-withers to the caufe, and
from the minifterial quarter [2 3]. Public credit
was affected, jobbers were encouraged to advance
money at extravagant rates, and great men to
raife inactive regiments at their own expence [24].
The attachment of the nation to the reigning line

of
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of princes, under whom alone their liberties and
religion could be preferved, was not more confpi-
cuous than their anxiety in being at once deprived
of thofc bleflings, and one hundred thoufand peo-
ple in arms dreaded the approach of eight thou-
fand banditti, ill clothed, ill armed, and ill fed.
This crifis did not laft long. The rebels {topped
at Derby, and as nothing had kept up their fpi-
rits but the celerity of the march, they no fooner
halted, but their courage failed them. Frefh di-
vilions broke out among the chiefs, the motley
crew could no longer be kept together at fuch
diftance from home, and they agreed in nothing
but in turning back. Their retreat was as expe-
ditious as their progrefs had been, they fiill had
the good fortune to out-run the royal army, and
next year that of furprizing and putting to rout an
unguarded general. But this {light advantage
accelerated their ruin. The duke purfued them
into the heart of their country. They were again
forced to fly before him, and being pufhed to the
northern extremity of the ifland were in fight of
their own mountains completely defeated by him.

There was reafon to apprehend fiill  greater
danger 1n Ireland. The fitate of government
there was more unfettled, and civilization lefs ad-
vanced. Men deprived of their property, or ren-
dered uneafy in the pofieflion of it, were naturally
inclined to change. As it was obvioufly the inte-
reft of the pretender to tempt his fortune in that
ifland which had fo long fupported the king he
claimed his defcent-from ; fo it was natural that he
{hould make a laft effort in the third kingdom,
after having been difappointed in the two former.
The number of his friends there was fuppofed to
be much more confiderable. A conftant inter-

' courfe
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courfe had fubfifted between the defcendents of
the court at S. Germains; and the Irith, who
from their connection and prejudices, were inclin-
ed to the fame fide ; and the French were much

more at hand to aflift them.

Far from being terrified by thefe unfavorable
appearances, lord Cheflerfield fet out with great
alacrity for his government the laft day of Auguft.
But before he left England; he was willing to
fhew that he intended to govern by himfelf. 'The
office of principal fecretary is not only a place of
confiderable profit, but it is likewife attended witl
confiderable power, when the lord lieutenant is
willing to throw upon another the load of public
affairs. If the fecretary be capable and enterpriz-
ing, he becomes the principal, -the governor is
eclipfed, and fhares only the odium, but never
the honor, of his fubffitute’s management. Seve-
ral perfons of great abilities as well as experience
were accordingly propofed to the earl for that im-
portant office. ~ But faithful to the rule he had
prefcribed to himfelf in his two embaflies, he re-
folved to make fuperior abilities no part of the
fecretary’s qualifications. He liftened not to the
mtimations of favorites and minifters, and even
refifted the infinuations of friendfhip which might
have determined his choice in favor of Mr. Mallet.
The gentleman he preferred was the late Richard
Lyddel, efq; member of parliament for Bofliney
in Cornwall.  ‘That gentlemen, he fays, in a let-
ter to his fon [25], was a very senteel pretty young
fellrw, but not a man of bufinefs. This was the
crcumftance which dictated his choice, and on
the firlt vifit his fecretary paid him, he told him,
Siry you will receive the emoluments of your place,
but I will do the bufinefs myfelf, being determined to
have wo firft minsfter [26].

In
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In another inftance he likewife chofe to be fingular
and peremptory. He openly declared, that if,
during his ftay in Ireland, any perfon (hould make
a fuccefsful application to the king, for any place
in his majefty’s gift, through any other channel but
his own, he would immediately throw up the lord
lieutenancy [27]. Conlfcious of his integrity, he
certainly was right in making this declaration, which
perhaps would neither have been decent nor eafily
attended to, if a man of lefs refolution and confe-
quence had at that time ventured to make it.

On his landing he found the high charater he had
acquired, of the greateft fervice to him. In an ifland
elteemed not lefs boifterous than the element that
{urrounds it, he was particularly happy in quieting
and captivating the turbulent difpofition of the in-
habitants; and Cicero, whom he had conftantly be-
fore his eyes as an orator, became alfo the object of
his imitation in his government.

The Irith parliament affembled the 8th of Oc=
tober. His lordfhip opened the feflion in a2 man-
ner becoming the reprefentative of a great king, ad-
drefling himfelf to a feeling people, with the autho-
rity of a ruler, and the affetion of a father, His
difcourfe was admired [28], and the dignity as well
as gracefulnefs of his action was a great advantage
toit. Truth and virtue, as he faid of lord Scar-
borough, feemed to borrow his voice, and reafon
{poke the language of the heart. This gave fucha
weight to what he delivered that he gained una-
nimous praife and approbation, The auguft af
fembly that heard him were convinced that they
might truft him, and that whatever power was
lodged in.his hands by the king and by themfelves;

ne




LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. V. 153

no other ufe would be made of it but what tended  1745:
to their fafety and happinéfs; oty e

A military force'and money are gerierally efteens-
ed the two principal engines of government. The
one as well as the other are applied for, in times of
trouble, with earnefinefs and avidity, by fimid or
covetous chiefs. Lord Chefterfield had other re-
fources. He knew, that the fewer wants he dif-
covered, the more certain he thonld be of fifiding
fupplies in cafe of need ; and that the affe@ions of
the people being once fecured, their perfons and
purfes would be at his fervice'

The regular troops then in Ireland amounted to
fo {mall a number, that they were thought, very in-
fufficient for the defence of the kingdom. ' Agecord-~
ingly, feveral perfons, for very obvious reafons, adx
vifed that four thoufand men thould be immed_-iatel),-*
raifed. Lord Chefterfield aéted differently. The
Britith cabinet were diftreffed ;  they continually
prefled him for affiftance, and he ‘confented to part
with four battalions to reinforce the duke’s army.
Thefe troops, thus transferred from the Irith to the
Englith eftablithment, were afterwards replaced ,
but this was done, not by the expenfive mlode of
new regiments, which, from the difpofal of the
commiflions, would have enabled the governar to
oblige his friends, and increale the number of. his
dependents ; but by additional companies, in which
the officers children, who were defirous of it, were
prefented with enfigns commiffions, which he him-
lf figned by viitue of his majefty’s royal fign ma-
nual for that purpofe.

- The fame: principle of gencrofity dire@ed Him
betlin his application for fuppligs, andin the frans:
Vor. L L nier
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ner -of raifing ‘them.. He afked for no more than
£.607,080, and part of this fum was to be applied
to the-difcharge of a former debt. It was propofed
to raife this fum by debentures, which would have
been foon filled, if all thofe who. immiediately of-
fered to fubfcribe confiderable fums, had found his
lordfhip ready to receive them. ‘He fufpected, that
the hope of confiderable advantage was the motive
that made them fo prefling; and upon enquiry he
found that thefe debentures already bore a premium
of fix per cent. This would have been thought a
very moderate profit in England. But lord Chefter-
field had the good of the people committed to his
care too much at heart, not to endeavour to alleviate
their. ‘burthen.” He took the refolution ‘of trying fo
borrow the money without paying intereft for the
firft -year; and’ this experiment, which had never
been attempted before, fucceeded to his wifh.

A principal article of the expernces was the buy-
ing of arms_for the fervice of the provinces in cafe
of an invafion. - It was computed that thirty thou-
{and firelocks and bayonets and ten thoufand broad
{words would be neceflary, for the purchafe of
which fixty thoufand pounds had been voted. If
common contrattors had been employed, the mo-
ney would have been fpent, and perhaps the. arms
would not have been good. Lord. Chefterfield
chofe to.employ honeft as well as intelligent men;
and pitched upon, two officers for that fervice. They
were.ordered to infpect the arms, and to accept of
none but after having proved them. Mr, Chenevix,
brother to the bifhop, and lieutenant-colonel of the
carabineers, had the management of the arms made
at Dublin, and the other officer was fent to'Bur-
mingham for the fame purpofe.: They both exe-
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cuted their commiffion in a manner confiftent with
their character, and anfwerable to the noble em-
ployer’s expectations. 'There was no defe& in the
arms, and a faving in the expence of five and
twenty thoufand pounds. That fum was applied
to many publie ufes, and in particular to the com-
pleting of the buildings in the cafile.

In_a country, where a majority of the inhabitants
refufed allegiance from motives of conftience, it
might ‘have been thought advifeable to exprefs a
deteftation of thefe rebellious principles, and a
diflike to thofe who avowed them. The prevailing
teligion of the country was, with too much reafon,
looked upon as the nurfery of blind zeal, difaffec-
tion, and revenge. ‘Though it had not the fame
number of followers as at the period of the revolu-
tion ; fince, inftead of five  and thirty to one,
which they were then, the Roman catholics were
now fuppofed to be only five times more numerous
than the Proteftants yet fuch a difproportion was
alarming. Popery and Jacobitifm were fuppofe
to be infeparable ; and it was thought that the only
Way to check the progrefs and prevent the fatal
confequences of either, was firictly to carry into ex-

ecution and inforce the penal laws enacted againft
both,

Lord Chefterfield could not poflibly have been
cenfured, had he conformed to the method prac-
tifed in the three kingdoms, and particularly at this
time in England. Upon the firft breaking out of
the rebellion, the private Popifh chapels in the me-
tropolis had been fearched for, and ordered tobe fhut
up, proclamations were iffued to compel the priefts
to leave the capital, and the refractory were impri-
foned and threatened with fevere punifhments. The
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new lord lieutenant did not want for advifers, who
preffed him to follow this example. His enlarged
notions of ‘humanity and true politics induced him
to purfue a different and much wifer courfe. He
allowed the Roman catholics the free ufe of their
religion, and far from attempting to fhut up their
places of worfhip, he rather wifhed them to con-
tinue open; and prevented any difturbance from
being given to thofe who reforted to them [29].
His view was to difcover whether the people of
that denomination remained in the kingdom, or left
it to go over to their fuppoled friends in Scotland.
To be informed of that material fa&, he took care
to engage perfons to attend at their chapels and
fairs, and received with great fatisfaction aflurances
that they were both as much frequented as ever. A
certain proof of the confidence they placed in his
promifes, and of their defire not to moleft govern-
ment. The deluded adherents to the exiled family
were treated with equal lenity and prudence. One
of them, a Roman catholic, who had an eftate in
the neighbourhood of Dublin, and was looked upon
as an agent to the pretender, was privately fent for
to the cafile. * Sir, faid lord Chefterfield, I do
“not with to inquire whether you have any par-
“ ticular employment in this kingdom, but I
“ know that you have a great intereft amongft
¢ thofe of your perfuafion. I have fent for youto
‘ exhort them to be peaceable and quiet. If they
¢ behave like faithful fubjects, they fhall be treated
¢ as fuch; but if they act in a different mannerl
¢ fhall be worfe to them than Cromwell.” - Whe-
ther he would'have really been fo may be doubted;
but this converfation, together with his watchful eye,
had fuch an effe@, that not one of them ftirred
during the whole time of the rebellion, and all the

informations
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informations againft particular perfons were found
abfolutely groundlefs.

His efforts to remove prejudices, and maintain
harmony and benevolence, were feconded by
writers whom he encouraged to fupport the fame
caufe. Dean Swift was ftill alive, when lord
Chefterfield arrived, but reduced to a ftate of total
dotage and infenfibility, which one month after
ended in his death. ‘This fhort interval was laid
hold of, to publifh under his name a new letter of
a drapier [30] to the good people of Ireland, and
particularly to the poor Papifts. It was {fo much
in the dean’s flile, and was {o greedily received,
that it went through a variety of editions in a
month’s time. Indeed the many firokes of wit and
humour that it contained, would induce me to fuf-
pect that his lordfhip had fome fhare in it.

Berkeley, the bithop of Cloyne, employed him-
felf in the fame caufe, perhaps more uli:fﬁliy than
in his recommendation of tar water, or in his dia-
logues againft matter. His letter to the Roman ca-
tholics of his diocefe was worthy of a Chriftian bi-
fhop. He endeavoured to diffuade his fellow citi-
z¢cns and neighbours from falling into the fame
errors, which had been fo fatal to their fathers ; and,
appealing to their reafon, convinced them that their
fituation was as advantageous as they could with it
to be, and that it would be the height of imprudence
toengage in a dangerous caulfe, to which neither in-
tereft did invite, nor ““confcience did oblige them

Reafon never fpeaks in vain ; the moft hardened
are infenfibly foftened by its voice. The Irifh
priefis, fenfible of the gentlenefs of the prefent admi-
niftration, co-operated with their Proteftant brethren
%0 maintain order and tranquillity. “Their pafioral

letters,
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letters, public difcourfes from the pulpit, and private
admonitions, were equally directed for the fervice
of government.

The ill-grounded apprehenfions of the friends to
the prefent {yftem were not lefs to be guarded
againfl, than the enterprifes of its enemies. This
was by much the moft difficult tafk ; but lord Chef:
terfield was equally fuccefsful in encouraging the
former and difarming the latter, By conftantly ap-
pearing to be afraid of nothing [31], he fpread an
univerfal belief that nothing was to be feared, and
by the ridicule he threw upon the violent meafures
which were propofed to him, he manifefted his defire
of abitaining from them till there was real danger.

In the mean while, he negleéted no precautions,
and prepared himfelf for all events[32]. If the re-
bellion had reached Ireland, he had taken the refo-
lation of commanding the army in perfon. Though
he was himfelf no foldier, he believed that he could
aflift with his counfels thofe who were. In a conver-
fation which he had with his chaplain, he told him
that he would never {ubmit ta the pretender’s
government, but play with him double or quits.
This, he faid, was an expreflion which he borrowed
from the earl of Devonfhire, in anfwer to a meffage
which he received at his {eat in Derbyhire from king
James II. upon the landing of the prince of Qrange.
"That unfortunate monarch was weak enough to
offer him, that if he would be his friend, he would
remit the fine of thirty thoufand pounds fterling laid
on him for having ftruck a perfon within the verge
of the court. '

m |
1

he Proteftants in general gave on this occafion
uncomimon marks of zeal. All of them were not
' equally
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equally acceptable. ~Some great men applied. for £+5-

leave to raife regiments ; but this propofal -was re-
jected by lord Chefterfield. He thought it bur-
thenfome to the itate, ulelefs in point of {ervice,
and only calculated to promote private views.  No
man hated a job, and defpifed jobbers, more than he,

On a very different footing were the aflocjations
formed by the proteftants of different provinces,
and efpecially of thofe which might have been moft
expofed to mfurretions from within, or attempts
from abroad, To be armed, and ready for de-
fence, could at no time be improper; and thofe
who, fenfible of the bleflings they enjoyed under a
fettled government, put themfelves in a condition
to fight for what is moft dear to men, their laws,
iiberty, and religion, muft at all times be an over-
match againft private incendiaries or audacious in-
vaders. This laudable fpirit difplayed itfelf and
was encouraged in a particular manner in different
parts of the kingdom. The county of Antrim alone
furnithed upwards of thirty thoufind men; and
the city of Dublin provided a regiment of horfe
militia confifting of fix thoufand men, three of foot
of two thoufand men each, befides feveral indepen-
dent companies, and a corps of three hundred men
volunteers [33],

As it was owing to the lord lieutenant’s vigilance
and refolution that the French and Spaniards did
not attempt to land any troops in Ireland during
the time of the rebellion, it was likewife an effect
of his prudence and moderation that the horrors of
a civil war did not reach that country. Diftin&tions
of parties feerned to be abolifhed, and animofities
to be forgotten as well as prejudices and fufpicions.
Religion hecame what it ought to be, a bond of
union inftead of an inftrument of difcord - fuperfti-

tion
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tion was enlightened, and fanaticifm difarmed,
Hence 2 phenomenon took place, not often beheld
in times of tranquillity. Proteflants and Roman
catholics, natives and ftrangers, well-wifhers and
enemies to the pretender, all alike influeniced by the
example of their benevolent governor, indulged,
refpected, and would have loved one another, if
he had continued a longer time among them.

It is the province' of hiftory to perpetuate the
tranfactions of an adminiftration, which it will ever
be the intereft of future lord lieutenants to ftudy
and toimitate, Unprovided as we are with fuffic.
ent materials, we muft content ourfelves with men-
tioning a few detached facts and general obferva-
tions, which have been tranfmitted to us [34].

Lord Chefterfield, on his arrival in Ireland, found
him{felf obfiructed in his defire of rewarding merit
and public fervices, The reverfion of places grant-
ed by his predeceflors to their friends left him but
little to beftow. He refolved not to give the fame
reafon of complaint to his fucceffors. He accord-
ingly never would grant any reverfion ; and even
refifted the folicitations of a perfon for whom he had
2 particular regard ; being determined, as he told
one of his friends, to Jeave the kingdom with clean
hands in every refpet.

He thought the only honeft and effectual methods
to be employed with regard tor Roman catholics;
were good ufage, fupperting the charity {chools,
and adhering {trictly to the gavel act [35]. The
popith religion and influence could not, he faid
[36], be fubdued by force, but might be undermin-
od and deftroyed by art.  Slight of hand was necef-
fary rather than a heavy hand, He therefore wiihhed

: that
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that the law by which papifts are reftrained in Ire-
land from purchafing land was annulled. By that
indulgence he believed that their money would be
kept in the kingdom, the government would have
the ftrongeft pledge of their fidelity, and fooner or
later the eftates would revert to proteftants.

A public regifter of popith priefts, with a limi-
tation of their number, had engaged his thoughts,
but he feared that it would be impoflible to get the
confent of parliament. He found that the mem-
bers were flill too much blinded by prejudices of
fect-animofity to treat the fubject of popery with
temper and moderation. The late lord Clanbrazil
however, fome years afterwards, brought into the
houfe of lords a bill of the like nature ; but lord
Chefterfield’s fufpicions were verified ; the bill was
firft clogged with unjuft claufes, and afterwards re-

Jected.

Among the alterations which he propofed; that
which he had moft at heart was to difpenfé all pa-~
Pifts from taking the ocaths of fupremacy and abju-
ration, which no real papift could take; but to
fubftitute to thefe the following folemn form of an
oath of allegiance,

“I A. B. duly confidering the facted nature of
*“ an-oath, and the horrible crime of perjury, which
“ by all religions in the world is juftly abhorred as a
“ moft damnable fin, do moft fincerely promife
*“and {wear that I will be faithful and bear true alle-
“ giance to his majefty king George the fecond, fo
“ help me that great and eternal God, who knows
“ my inmoft thoughts, and whom 1 now moft fo-
“ lemnly call upon to atteft the truth of them.”
The perfon taki ng fuch an ocath his lordfhip would
have obliged to recite it diftinétly and deliberately,

and
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and not be allowed to mutter it over in the indecent
manner in which oaths are generally taken [37]-

It his lordfhip had returned to Treland, he would
have ordered new barracks to be built in thofe parts
of the kingdom which are not amenable to the laws
of the country. By this provifion he withed to make
the inhabitants know that there is a God, a king,
and a government [38],

No perfon in fo high a ftation was ever more eafy
of aceefs, His door was open generally from nins
in the morning to three in the afternoon, to any one
who requefled an audience. Nobody appeared in
fear before him, none retired difcontented. His
manner of granting favors added to their value,
and his refufals were foftened with engaging marks
of concern. Where he could redrefs, he did it
fpeedily, and was particularly ready to affift the
weak againft the oppreflions of the ftrong [39].

During his lordfhip’s refidence at Dublin, refpect
for the dignity of his office as viceroy prevailed over
his natural propenfities as a man.-—-No Pharaoh ta-
ble, or high gaming of any kind, was permitted at
the caftle; he entirely abolifhed the perquifites of
the groom-porter, and, to make it up to an officer
on the half-pay who had the place, he procured a
penfion of fixty pounds for his daughter, and gave
his fon a commiffion in the army.

One day at his levee he obferved an officer with
fcars in his face. He found upon inquiry that he
was a captain on half-pay, and a perfon of good
character. The fcars, he likewife was informed,
were the honorable marks of wounds received in his
majefty’s fervice. A nobleman of his benevolence
wanted no further recommendation ; and the firft

opportunity
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opportunity that offered he gave a company: to that
brave man.

The pay of the officers of the yeomen of the
guards having been reprefented to him as infuffici-
ent, it was raifed at his folicitation. But no one had
{poken to him in favor of the private men ; whom
however he thought equally intitled to an augmen-
tation. One evening, as he returned to the caftle,
atiended by fome of the yeomen, called in Dublin
baitle axes, he told one of them, Ifuppofe you have
heard that the pay of your officers has been raifed.
Why don’t you apply to fome of your friends to
fpeak to me in your favor ¢ Upon their anfwering
that they had no friends, he afked them, what do
you think of me ? I am f{ure you deferve an increafe
as well as your officers, and I will be your friend.
He accordingly foon afterwards raifed their pay.

He procured, unafked, the title of earl of Blef-
fington to lord vifcount Montjoy, in confequence of
the feady attachment of that family to the proteit-
ant intereft. Lord Montjoy’s lady, who was an
heirefs of a diftinguithed family, and greatly attach-
ed to an only fon a moft promifing youth [40],
Was very much furprifed when he complimented
her on that occafion. He likewife procured the
fame diftinction for two other vifcounts, viz. for the

late lord T'yrone father to the prefent earl, and for
lord Grandifon.

Soon after lord Chefterfield’s return from his firft
embafly in Holland, Dr. Berkeley prefented him
with his Minute Philofopher, which was juft then
publithed, and met with uncommon approbation.
His lordfhip efteemed the author fiill more than the
book ; but no intimacy fubfifted between them.
When he came to Dublin, with the power as well

(5 ¥,
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opportunity of fhewing his regard for {0 refpectable
a charatter, and accordingly made an offer to the
doctor of changing his bifhopric of Cloyne for that
of Clogher, which was of a much greater value,
"This confideration had no influence upon a philofo-
pher, who had nething little in his.compofition. He
could not bear even the fufpicion of having been
bribed to write in favor of government, and there-
fore declined the exchange,

The moft diftinguifhed perfons in Ireland for their
talents and merit were thofe with whom lord Chef-
terfield was the moft intimate. He ufed chiefly to
confult the lord chancellor Jocelyn, Dr. Stone then
bifhop of Derry, and afterwards through his Interpo-
fition raifed to the primacy, Anthony Malone prime
ferjeant, Sir Richard Cox, lord chief juftice Single-
ton afterwards mafter of the Rolls, Mr. Fofter now
lord chief baron, and efpecially Dr. Edward Synge
bithop of Elphin. He entertained the higheft opi-
nion of Dr. Synge’s integrity and abilities, and
from motives of regard for him promoted his bro-
ther from the archdeaconry of Dublin to the fee of
Killaloe. A perfon having told lord Chefterfield
that the public was at a lofs to know by what in-
tereft he had been made 2 bithop, his anfwer was
becaufe he thought his brother the bithop of Elphin
deferved two bifhoprics,

"Fhere was no oppofition raifed in either of the
houfes of parliament during lord Cheflerfield’s ad-
miniftration. A fmall flame only was kindled in
the houfe of commons juft before the clofe of the
fefion, which was foon extinguifhed. As this tri-
fiing difpute had been raifed by the mafter of the

Rolls,
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Rolls, the lord licutenant fent for him, and after
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having heard what he had to fay in vindication of ==~

his condudt, * Mafter,” faid his excellency, “ you
“ muit do the king’s bufinefs, or be turned out of
« your employment, and if you are, I fhall not do
“ with you as they do in England, for you fhall
“ never come in again as long as I have any pow-
“er,” The mafter finding the lord lieutenant
fo peremptory, was glad to fubmit. If his poft had
become vacant during the time of - his adminiftra-
tion, he intended to have procured it for Mr. An-
thony Malone ; but to have obliged him to affift
the lord chancellor as the mafter of the rolls does
n England, whereas in Ireland the place is a
mere {ine-cure.

Though compliments, and efpecially in verfe,
beftowed wpon perfons in high flations, are feldom
to be depended on, yet when they come: from
different quarters, and particularly when they ex-
prefs the language of the heart, and remain uncon-
tradiéted, even though nothing more is tobe feared
or expected from thofe to whom they are addrefl-
ed, truth may be gathered from them. . The Irith
mufes were very  fruitful in their productions in
praife of lord Chefterfield while governor of {reland,
as well as of the countefs [41]; and, it:would be
equally difficult to enumerate them, -and:to point
out the beft. - One of the fhorteft may be feen in
the note [42] ; and, if I am not miftaken, the ode,
which was infcribed to his lordfhip on his receiving
the feals of fecretary of ftate in England, may not
be thought unworthy of the place which I have
given it in the appendix.

- What has been faid of verfes holds: equally good
m regard to' common dedications, the value of
which is- exadtly in an inverfe ratio to what the

authors
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authors receive or expe& for their panegyric,
The following addrefs, therefore, by the contrary
rule, may claim an exception. It came from Mt
Prior, a gentleman who had an eflate of ahout
L. 500 a year, and, what is preferable to any
cftate, a communicative difpofition without any
{elfifh views. TLord Chefterfield offered him an em-
ployment, but he refufed it, faying that he wanted
nothing, and would not accept of any thing, As
he had every fcheme at heart, which he thought for
the advantage of his country, ‘and was an intimate
friend of bifhop Berkeley, he caught his enthufiafin,
and became a public advocate in favor of tar-water,
To the narrative of cafes which he publifhed this
year, he prefixed a dedication to the lord lieutenant.
Such a'man might be miftaken in his opinion of me-
dicine, but could not be bribed in favor of any per-
Jm; and we may believe him, when he givestoa
nobleman whom he refufed for his patron, a head
to difcern, and a heart to apply ; when he holds
forth to pofterity his adminiftration as founded on
thorough knowledge of the interefls of the country;
when he reprefents his management as equally ge-
nerous' of_his own, and frugal of the public trea-
fure; and, laftly, when ‘he owns himfElf at a lofs
which to:admire moft; the true policy or the probi-
ty of the governor.

The phyfico-hiftorical fociety, eftablithed two
years before at Dublin, with a view to make inqui-
ries concerning the natural and civil hiftory of the
different counties in Ireland, in order to perpetuate
their antiquities, and to introduce ufeful Improve-
ments, confulted their own interefts ‘as well as the
public voice in electing their new governor for their
prefident. 'He became their patron, encouraged
their purfuits, and received this year the firft fruits

of
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of their labours in the defcription of the antient and
preferit ftate of the county and town of Waterford,
which was dedicated to him by Mr, Charles Smith
the author. “ The tract now offered to your lord-
“ fhip,” fays the dedicator, * though buta defcrip-
““ tion of a remote corner of the kingdom, may af-
“ ford fome idea of the country, which, under your
“ excellency’s prudent adminifiration, has the hap-
“ pinefs to_enjoy - a ferenity at prefent unknown to
“ the greateft part of Europe; and it is not doubt-
“ed, but that, under your influence, fhe will be-
“ come every day more and more an additional in-
“ creafe of {itrength and honor to the neighbouring
¢ kingdom, which has fo long nourithed and pro-
“ tected her.”

That thefe were the fentiments and expeétations'

of the whole nation, appears from the warm expref-
fions of all the public bodies, on'the lord litutenant’s
preparing for his return to England, but elpecially
from the filence of envy, both at that time and ever
after.  To be as much regretted when he quitted
hisemployment as he had been extolled when he
entered upon it, isa glory fingularly attached to the
earl of Chefterfield, whofe name #iill continues dear
to that grateful and refpeétable people. His buft
placed in the caflle does him the greater honor, as
it was fixed with public acclamations,. and out of
part of the {avings of the public money.

Truly fenfible of the nation’s efteem, and confci- -

ous that he defervedit; he took his leave of their repre-
fentatives in parliament, in a {peech equally well'ex-
preffed and received as that which he made on their
firft meeting. Happy the man, who, {peaking of

himfelf, is fure that the vojce of the public ‘will be
the echo of his own,

Upon
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Upon his leaving the country, he defired the lord
chancellor; the bithop of Elphin, and the lord chief
Juilice, to confider of any laws that might be for the
advantage of the kingdom, and to have them rea-
dy agamit his return.

Unfortunately for Ireland, that event never hap-
pened. Perfons of all ranks, denominations, and
religions, followed him with his lady to the water-
fide, to which he walked, and from which he publicly
embarked. The bithop of Waterford, who was
prefent at this pleafing but melancholy proceffion,
exprelles in the moft feeling manner the univerfal
acclamations of the people, who praifed him, bleffed
him, and intreated him to return. But that return
became perhaps lefs neceflary, as the complete vic-
tory, which providence was pleafed to grant to the
Britith army under the command of his royal high-
nefs the duke of Cumberland [43] at the battle of
Culloden, put a moft happy end to 'the rebellion
and reftored quiet to both iflands. - Yet to a man of
lord Chefterfield’s humanity, the fcenes swhich al-
ways attend a rebellion muft have been. particularly
diftrefling.

T'he affairs of the continent were far from having
been amended by the diverfion in Scotland ; and
the new miniftry, though maftersof {uperior inte-
reft in parliament,” by no means enjofed the confi-
dence of their fovereign.  So little indeed was he fa-
tisfied with their management, that he had attempt-
ed to recall the difmiiled miniftér, now become eart
of Granwille, of whofe {pirit and abilities in’ continen-
tal affairs he entertained a much higher opinion than
of thofe of his rivals. "The earl fpoke  the  king’s
own language, and: had done more for the elec-
torate than even his predeceffor Walpole.  But
thofe  who had turned him out before were

fill againft him, and by threatening to refign
all
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all together, obliged their mafter to part with his
minifter, who kept the feals only three days [44].

Before we confider the fhare which lord Chefter-
field had in the adminiftration, and take a view of
him as a ftatefman, after having attended him as a
negotiator and a governor, let us be permitted to

obferve him in the fiill more interefting charaéter of

a father. Not having the happinefs okt being bleffed
with a legitimate offspring, he had transferred all
his affections upon the natural fon beforesmention-
ed, and endeavoured to render him worthy of the
name of Stanhope. While fill a child, the care of
inflilling into his mind the rudlment% of learning
and the principles of morality had been committed
to a French clergyman belonging to the fame cha-
pel, which his own preceptor had enjoyed [45].
That clergyman’s gentlenefs of ‘manners, and en-
larged way of thinking, highly (‘lLlaltﬁEd him - for
fuch a truft. 'The famous Mr. Maittaire was at the
fame time employed in teaching him Latin. From
thefe two mafters every thing could be expected
except the graces. Thefe are not frequently found
at W eﬁmmﬂm {chool, where young Stanhope was
fent by his father, and where he acquired a grea
fund of claflical erudition. Al this time we bel ;‘;i
with pleafure his fond partnt amudit his importan!
functions at Dublin, l{c.epmg up a conflant corre-
lpoi.d':“r.e with him, exciting his induftry, enjoy-
ing his fuccefs, and mixing plm..lutr}, with the moft
Ltldcmng admonitions. ““ As foon as I return to
Ln"rimd fays he in one of his letters [46], there
‘isa }JDf)ix that I fhall read over v ery s;'u_fuh 5@
"~ book that T publithed not quite fourteen \’Cal

i

ago : it is a {mall quarto, and though I fay i

&
eh

‘ myfelf, there is fomething good in it, but at the

idmc time it ig muone&, and. fo inaccurate that
Vor. L. _ M “ T muft
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“ I mult have a better edition of it publifhed, whick
“T will carefully revife and corre@. Tt will foon be
** much more generally read than it has beep yet,
“ and therefore it is neceffary that it fhould prodire
“ in lucem multo smendatior.”

Had lord Chefterfield propofed to himfelf no other
view than to make his fon fit for the middle, and
perhaps the more happy fation of life, his fiiccefs
would have been complete. But he wifhed to qua-
hify him for 2 more fhining fitvation, or, to hazard
his own expreflion, to raife him upon a higher pe-
deftal than his figure would bear. "The fcience of
the world is full as neceffary as that of books for
fuch a fituatierr, and the young man, though not
unfavourably treated by nature, required the affift-
ance of art. The penetrating eye of his father food
difcovered to lam his fon’s deficiencies, and he im-
mediately refolved to feek abroad for the remedy,
which he defpaired of finding at home. His view
was to unite what he never had met with before, in
any one individual, the folid learning of his own
nation, and the eafe, manners, and graces, which
he thought were to be found no where but in France
{47]. ‘The war did not permit him to Tend M
Stanhope immediately to that great fchool of pe-
hitenefs, and he withed to prepare him gradually for
thofe regions of tafte, by making him fpend a few
years in Germany and Italy. Fo preferve the in-
tegrity of his heart untainted, and to cultivate his
mind, he put him under the care of Mr. Harte, 2
gentleman of Oxford [48], who had been recom-
mended to him by his friend lord Lyttelton. That
gentleman certainly had none of the amiable con-
necting qualifications, which the earl withed in his
fon. But this was not all ; as neither the tafte, pro-
nor indeed perfon of this new guide, would

allow
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allow him to attend his pupil in polite company,
he too often, efpecially in Italy, trufted him to his
young countrymen, who made him acquainted with
the worlt. We have reafon to fufpeét that Mr.
Harte's partiality to Greek, Latin, German law,
and Gothic erudition, rendered him rather remifs
in other points. Whoever will take the trouble of
tracing the different fteps of Mr. Stanhope’s educa-
tion, will perceive that this fundamental error in
the plan was the fource of all the future miftakes in

his conduét. The graces efcaped, and fome at leaft -

of the virtues were loft.

A fevere fit of illnefs obliged lord Chefterfield to
have recourfe to the faculty, the profeflors of which
he alternately trufted and abufed 49). Thanks
however, to them, and the Bath waters, he was
foon reftored to health.

The important fervices which his lordthip had
performed, both in Holland and Ireland, had in a
great meafure removed his majefty’s prejudices
againft him ; and the friend of his youth was likely
to recover his former afcendency over him. The
pleafures of private and focial life are feldom known
to kings. If any perfon could have infpired the
tafte of them to the monarch, it would certainly
have been a nobleman, not more diftinguifhed by
the brilliancy of his converfation, than by the en-
gaging fweetnefs of his manners. Affiduous in pay-
ing his court at thofe hours when kings may fome-
times lay afide majefty and remember they are men,
and ready to feize any opportunity to divert and to
pleafe, he fometimes fucceeded in unbending the
brow of his mafter, and feducing him into a laugh
[50]; an art of greater importance than is com-
monly imagined.
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It 1s therefore by no means furprizing that the fo-
vereign fhould have wifhed to draw near to his per-
fon the pofleflor of that art, and it would be more f
that the old.and prime minifter, as jealous of his
power as a lover is of his mifirefs, fhould have con-
fented to fee him fo near the beloved object. But
the fear of another favorite flill within call [51}
made him confent to fubftitute the only man who
could counterbalance a more unpopular but more
dangerous rival.

Lord Harrington [52], fecretary of {tate for the
niorthern department, as the duke of Newcaftle was
for the fouthern, had long felt the inequality of this
aflociation. Convinced of the ruinous tendency of
a land war under the prefent circumftances, he re-
fufed to ferve any longer with a colleague, who had
veered from peace to war [53], and kept him out
of the fecrets of his office. It may be doubted whe-
ther he withed that his refignation fhould be ac-
cepted [54], but the king took him at his word,
and prefled lord Chefterfield to accept of the feals m
a mamner which made a refufal impoflible, even if
he had had no fecret view of preparing his fon for
the fame office [55]. Lord Harrington was appoint-
ed to fucceed him in the government of Ireland.

Thus was lord Chefterfield transferred from a
poft, where he enjoyed eafe, dignity, and profit [56],
to one attended with great difficulties, and in the
prefent circumftances with danger. His inducement
to accept of this polt was noble : it was the motive
of a good citizen, the hope of ferving his country,
and of faving a neighbouring finking nation.

-+ . - - * - k|
The ftate of the United Provinces was indeed
critical. Their barrier was pulled down, their fron-
tier laid open, their enemy preparing to o\':ril'i-l_-'T
their
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their country, their rulers divided, and their people

more and more diffatisfied with them. A congrefs

for a peace had been affembled at Breda, but from
the difficulties, which arofe among the plenipotenti-
aries, it was apparent that an accommodation was
at that time by no means defired by the Britith and
Imperial courts.

Vigorous meafures might have been expeted to
be purfued by thofe who fhewed fo little inclination
to peace; vigor howeverwas not to be expected from
them. The queen of Hungary, for want of an early
remittance of fupplies, could not fend the troops fli-
pulated for in time ; the Bavarians, too late engaged,
arrived till later, and prince Charles of Lorrain, the
commander in chief, was expofed at Raucoux to the
attack of an enemy, who, by the fuperiority of num-
bers, knew how to fecure victory [57].

Under thefe unfavorable circumftances, the news
of lord Chefterfield’s having accepted the feals was
received by the States-General with the higheft fa-
tistattion. He had conftantly thewn himfelf the
friend of the republic; and though attached to the
interefts of the prince of Orange, was by no means
defirous of protracting the war, in order to accele-
rate his elevation. 'This rendered the arifiocratic
party, which fiill held the rudder, equally happy in
the hopes that the conciliatory talents of the new
fecretary would be exerted in procuring a peace,
upon which’alone their country’s fafety, as well as
their own, depended. I have before me a letter
from their principal minifter at the conferences at
Breda to his lordfhip, which exprefled the flate of
the republic and his reliance on the earl’s efforts to
fave it, in fo firong a2 manner, that I hope the ex-
tracts from 1t; which I fhall infert in-a note, will not
be unacceptable to my readers [58]. =
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The plan of the next campaign had been fettled

= before lord Cheflerficld came into the adminifiration.
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The expectations that were entertained of its fiiccefs
were alledged as reafons not to liften to the terms of
accommodation repeatedly offered by France. The
ariftocratic party in Holland fent over baron Boetze-
laer, to inforce thefe propofals; but he could not
prevail over the enthufiaftic {pirit of the times. His
royal highnefs the duke of Cumberland was to take
the field early with an ‘army of ‘one hundred and
forty thoufand men, fuperior by twenty thoufand
to the utmoft force the French could collet. The
new fecretary of ftate was, much againft his will,
hurried away by the torrent into the very meafure
which he had moft oppofed. ~ But he did not fail to
proteft againtt it ; and was affured, that if this effort
did not prove effectual it fhould be the laft, and
the next offers which France or Spain might make,
fhould be forthwith accepted [59]

Lord Chefterfield, however, was foon convinced
that it would be very difficult to fucceed in his great
object. His colleague left him fearce a fhadow of
power.  ‘The difpofal of every place, the fecret
correfpondences ‘abroad, the defertion of thofe
friends whom himfelf had introduced, all confpired
to convince him, “ that all his art and addrefs,
“ though diverfified into a greater variety of fhapes
““ and colours than the Proteus of the poets was fup-
*“ pofed capable of affuming [60], waquld flill be
“infufficient to get the better of royal prejudices
* and minifterial verfatility,” '

But if his hands were to be tied, he was refolved
to preferve the ufe of his eyes. He availed himfelf
of the king’s perfonal regard, and of his credit
with Mr. Pelham, to procure the nomination of a
refident at the Hague in whom he could confide.

This




P e de (D bm

[P

Lo B s

LORD CHESTERFIELD. SECT. V.

This gentleman was Mr. Dayrolles, whom we have
mentioned before [61]. From that intelligent and
faithful minifter’s informations lord Chefterfield was
foon convinced of what he previoufly fufpected, that
the bad management of the war was at leaft equal tg
the obfltinacy with which it was continued,

In one particular the event feemed to anf{wer the
promifes of the minifter. The national forces firft
took the field. They were made to quit their win-
ter quarters before the end of March, and were en-
camped by the middle of the following month. As
the fpring advanced, the year itfelf was not o for-
ward as the expectations raifed at home of their ex-
ploits.  Unhappily the magazines had been fo much
negledted, that inftead of fnatching fome confidera-
ble advantage, the troops were forced to reft upon
their arms for fix weeks together, making war
againft the elements. This bravado, as well as the
vain attempt upoen Antwerp, were treated witha
mortifying contempt by masfhal Saxe; who, calm
and unmoved in his cantonments, faid, * when my
“ antagonift has fufliciently weakened his army, 1|
“ will convince him, that the firft duty of a general
“ s to provide for its prefervation [62].”

He finictly kept his word ; and while his enemies
were hovering about in marches and counter-march-
es, detachments from his army, under Lowendahi
and Contades, made an irruption into Dutch Flan-
ders, took, almoft without refiftance, the moft im-
portant fortrefles, and {ubdued the whole province
in lefs than 2 month.

This ftep, it muft be owned, was more a proof
of fuperior generalfhip than of wife politics. = In-
ftead of forcing the Dutch to conclude a feparate
peace, and throw themfelves into the hands of

]
France,
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France, the people were roufed into indignation and
fury. The magiftrates of the towns, whom they
accufed of treacl rery [63], were difcarded ; a fladt-
holder was tumultuoufly forced upon 1he States,
and the rev olmmn, in favor of the prince of Omngej
was the work of a few days.

This event changed the face of affairs, and threw
a ﬁ‘-dm n damp upon the projects of the enemy,
If 2 rath engagement had been avoided, agreeably
to the withes of the new ftadtholder [65], if the ac-
tion of Laufelt had proved fortunate, or even ifa
fenfible ufe had been made of that defeat, this cam-
paign would have been the laft, and lord Chefter-
field would have had the fatisfaction of contributing

to the re-eftablithment of the peace on a folid and
lafting balfis [66].

It is well known, that in the evening of that day
in which the gallant general Ligonier rifked his life
and loft his liberty to fave both the army and his
royal general, the French king, to whom he was pre-
{ented, received him with a E the regard due to his
rank and merit. He afked him [67] in a moft con-
defcending fiyle and manner, when he might hope
tain peace from his toveremn, and rndf.led his
gener als to enter into conference with him upon the
fubject. The terms propofed were by no means
J"t-}.rlil_d by an enum fluthed with fuccefs and the
[pirit of crmquﬂ they were moderate, and more
favorable than thofe that were auccpted at Aix-la-
Chapelle. But the new minifters in Holland, and
the cabinet at St. James's, thought proper, notwith-
ﬁmdmb lord Lruw*heldamtreanm, to refer the ar-
ticles to the congrefs,” for the fame reafon, fays his
apologift, that myfterious points of faith are referred
to general councils, to be frittered away in fquab-

sies without end
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The ftadtholder’s cabinet was divided. The mo-
derate withed that his eftablifhment might be the
work of leifure and tranquillity ; the more zealous
were defirous to avail themfelves of the prefent fer-
ment, fears, and diftrefs, to increafe his power.
This laft party prevailed. To {pirit up our minif=
ters, and impede the opening of the congrefs, count
Bentinck and his brother were deputed to London.
The fate of their country did not feem to alarm
them ; they were {anguine in their hopes, and lavifth
in their offers. Neither did the fiege of Bergen-op-
zoom, or the unaccountable taking of it, alter their
fentiments, or at leaft their expreflions. It feems
doubtful, whether the lofs of that important fortrefs
was not much and purpofely over-rated by the
anti-republican party, as it furnifhed a pretence for
fettling of the ftadtholderfhip in the female line of
the Orange family, for taking from the magiftrates
the difpofal of city employments, and for annexing
to the State the revenue of the polts, which hitlerto
had been in private hands.

Lord Chefterfield’s pacific difpofitions were fo well
Known [68], that the deputies did not chufe to ex-
plain themfelves with him about the real object of
their miflion. Zealous as he was for the reftoration
of the ftadtholder to the dignity of his anceftors,
he thought the decifive moment had been loft, and
that the mifcarriages of the ftate might bring on a
new revolution lefs to his advantage than the former.
The prince’s authority feemed to him fufficiently
eftablifhed if peace were once made. He conceiv-
ed, that in that cafe the ftadtholder would have in-
fluence enough to carry any conflitutional point,
thatno wife prince ought to wifh for more, and that
a further increafe of power ought not to be fought
for at the hazard of ruining the flate. The fate

both,
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1747. both of the republic and of Great Britain, he faid,
== was now at ftake, and he faw no profpect of either
better cards or better play next year, than the minif-

ters had had in this [6g].

\

Among the reafons which prudent people had to
be alarmed at the prefent fituation of the Dutch, the
low flate of their finances was not the leaft. Hol
land alone was fuppofed to be indebted about forty
millions fterling, a prodigious fum for fo fmalla
country. The decay of the commerce and manu-
factures, together with the difcouragement of the in-
habitants, the high taxes, and the mode of levying
them, afforded but an indifferent profpect for raif-
ing fuch fums as might be required for the defence
of the flate. The extraordinary demand for mo-
ney, however, pointed out an extraordinary mode
of taxation. This was called a free gift; but might
rather be termed a contribution laid upon the inha-
bitants, in proportion to their fortunes. Thofe who
poffefled two hundred pounds or upwards were rat-
edat two per cent. of their eftate ; one per cent. was
expected from thofe who were worth between one
and two hundred ; and the poorer fort were left at
liberty to give what they pleafed, provided they
gave fomething. Every one was ordered to come
to the fladthoufe, and bring with him the amount of
what he was to pay, in cafh, notes, or plate, and af-
ter taking an oath that he had made the eftimation |
of his effate to the beft of his knowledge, he threw,
without being feen, what he had brought into a
locked trunk, through a flit provided for the pur-
pofe. This mode of taxation firft took placein
Holland, but was afterwards adopted by the other
provinces, and even extended to the Dutch colo-
nies in the Eaft and Weit Indies [70]

Tord
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Lord Chefterfield, who, it muft be owned, was
rather inclined to defpondency on many occafions,
entertained a very indifferent opinion of this method
of raifing a fupply. He did not think that the pro-
duce would any way be equal to the expetations of
the flate, and much lefs to its wants'[71]. In this
laft article he certainly was right ; but he underva-
lued the readinefs of the Dutch to throw in their
mite for the prefervation of their country, and their
honefty in doing it faithfully. There never was any
fufpicion but that the oath was as confcientioufly
obferyed as it was chearfully taken [72] ; and though
the whole produce has never been known, it cer-
tainly amounted to a very confiderable fum, and
was by fome conje€tured to have been no lefs than
five millions fterling.

The money thus collected was intended in part
to pay for the troops that were to be employed next
year. A moft extraordinary army was to be form-
ed, confifting of 132,000 men; wiz. Auftrians
66,000 in Britith pay, and as many at the expence
of the Dutch. Experience, however, had fo well
convinced lord Chefterfield of the fallacy of the ac-
counts for the preceding years, that he by no means
trufted to this. He forefaw that the greater part of
thefe troops would never reach the fcene of adion ;
or at leaft that they would not come till the French
had firicken another, and perhaps a decifive, blow.

The only meafure that the earl approved of,
was the negociation with Ruflid; but this mea-
fure, to have had its effect, thould have been
concluded long before the end of the year. ‘The
beft part of it, on the contrary, was confumed
in altercations with the Dutch about their pro-
portion of the charge ; and when they, at the infti-
gation of the prince of Orange, had confented to the

terms
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terms propofed in England, and appeared prefiing
to have the treaty concluded, the Britifh cabinet
were {till undetermined, and did not conclude i
the middle of November. Neither could lord
Chefterfield prevail to have thefe troops conveyed by
fea, which would have been a great faving both of
the expence and time. They began a tedious march
of two thoufand leagues in the winter, and, with
the utmoft diligence, could not poflibly have ar-
rived till the campaign was over.

This negociation, however, greatly alarmed the
French. Their defeats at fea, the deftruction of their
naval firength, the decay of their manufactures and
commerce, the diftrefs and danger of their colonies,
the mifery which began to rage in the internal parts
of the kingdom, induced them to wifh to terminate
a war which, however glorious, was much more
detrimental to them than to their enemies [73];
The terms were fhort ; nothing for France, and
very little for their allies [74].  Our earl did not
fail to ufe his endeavours to induce his col] cagrues not

dilely
s

to let flip this opportunity. He infifted, ““ that they
*“ were never to hope for better terms ; that, though
* Holland fhould at laftincline to co-operate in €ar-
¢ neft, they had demurred till this nation was eX-
“ haufted; that, for his part, he had undertaken
* to affift in carrying on the war only for one cam-
*“ paign, or till either France or Spain fhould be
*“ brought to reafon ; and that he would take care to
““ be no longer anfwerable for the iffiue of a mea-
““ fure which he had never approved.” The anfwer
was, * that a feparate peace with Spain was not to
*“ be withed ; and that, if the two CIOWNS Were once
** feparated, the breach.would never be clofed ; and
““that 2 minifter’s conduét ought not to regard
* months and feflions, but all futurity [75].” A noble

language
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language if it had been properly fupported ; but ill

181
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fuited to a leader without plan either for peace or “=—v—

war, and, as our noble lord exprefled it, always at
the top or bottom of the houfe, and never in the

middle floor.

A feparate negociation with Spain had in truth
been carried on for fome time ; bm with the fame
want of defign, expedition,and perfeverance. ’\Tothmg
could be more favourable than the prefent circum-
ftance. 'The French king of Spain was dead; the
queen had loft her influence, and the new monarch,
who was not her fon, feemed inclined to give peace
to his country. The marquis de T'abernega, a Spa-
nith nobleman exiled from his country, though a
fort of favorite with the prefent king, having taken
up his refidence at London, afflumed to himfelf the
conduct of this negociation. He amufed the mi-
nifters with vain hopes, and was himfelf amufed with
infignificant informations from his country. This
reciprocal amufement became more ferious, when
Mr. Wall [76], an Irifh gentleman, employed as
major general in the Spanith fervice, came over fur-

nithed with proper powers to open a treaty. He

was defired to confer upon that matter with the mar-
quis, and it was a remarkable circumfitance that as
a Britith-born fubject was employed to negociate
the interefts of Spain at the Britith court, a native
Spaniard was employed by that court to negociate
the intereft of Great Britain. Their conferences were
fruitlefs, and thofe who knew the afcendency which

“the Sardinian minifter had acquired, were not fur-

prifed that no conditions could be accepted, but with
his and his mafter’s approbation [77].

Then it was that lord Chefterfield, having at-
tempted in vain by a mafterly memorial, in which he
painted

1748.




M-EMOITRS OF

painted in true colours the ftate of Europe and of his
own country, to open the eyes of the council, and
finding that he could engage but one of the mem.
bers to fide with him, thought fit to retire. He had
given hints of this defign in feveral letters to his in-
timate friend My, Dayrolles ; but did not declare to
him before the 26th of January his final refolution,
which he executed on the 6th of the following month,

During this interval, it ftill fell to his lot to do fer-
vice to his country : for though the power was
lodged in other hands, the active part of office, af leaft
that which required parts and dexterity, was com-
monly left to him. In the beginning of the year, he
anfwered an artful memorial, given in by the Pruffian
minifter in the name of his mafler, to claim for his
flag and fhips an exemption of fearch and other pri-
vileges, granted to particular powers, but never by
treaty to that of Pruffia. Lord Chéfterfield’s reply
united all the precifion of argument, and firmnefs
for the honor of the crown, to the perfonal regard
which he thought due to the Prufian monarch, and
always expreffed for him. He was the advifer of
the new efforts that were made to induce that prince
to take part with his natural allies; and his laft work
was to draw up the inftructions, which were given
to Mr. Legge, who on the fecond of February was
appointed envoy to the court of Berlin [78].

"The audience which lord Chefterfield had of his
majefty on refigning the feals, pafled in a very dif
erent way from that which he had four years before
when he took leave on fetting out for his embafly.
The king urged him to retain his office, and exprefled
his fatisfaction of the manner in which he had filled
it. Hislordfhip'’s anfwer was, that he found he could
be but an ufelefs fervant, and that his honor and

confcience
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confcience did not permit him to continue in a poft,
in which he had not been fuffered to do any one fer-
vice to any one man ; and in which his mafter him-
felf was not at liberty to diftinguith thofe who had
his fervice moft at heart. 'The monarch was not of-
fended at this freedom. He even oifered to give
him perfonal marks of his fatisfaction either by a
penfion or the title of duke. Thefe offers were de-
clined, and only one of the places at the board of
admiralty for his brother John Stanhope accepted
[79]. In return he begged leave to atfure his ma-
Jefty, that though he ceafed now to be in his imme-
diate fervice, he would never ceafe to give him
proofs of his refpeciful attachment, and, referving
to himfelf the liberty of giving his vote on national
points as his reafon thould direét him, he would
keep himfelf entirely clear of cabals and oppofition.
The part, he added, I fhall take upon any queftion,
fhall only be known in parliament. The fituation
of the fubject at that inflant appears more to be en-
vied, than that of the monarch.

Having thus conduéted the earl to the period of
his retreat, we fhould here clofe this fe€tion ; but as
the meafures confequent upon his refignation evi-
dently proved both the propriety of that flep, and
the juftnefs of his lordfhip’s predictions, it may not
be thought improper to extend this part to the con-
clufion of the peace.

The neceflity of making one on the beft terms foon
appeared, by the unprovided condition in which the
flates were left. One of the prince of Orange’s
minifters, who laft year had been fo fanguine in re-
prefenting that the republic was in no danger, now
came over on purpofe to contradict the former re-
ports.  He owned that it was impofiible the repub-
lic fhould withftand the efforts of their enemy with-

out
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out extraordinary afliftance, and Marfhal Saxe made
that circumftance ftill more evident by his unex-
pected enterprife on Maeftricht. ‘The king, finding
the language of his allies fo materially and {o fud-
denly altered, could not help faying, Chefferfield told
me fix months ago that it wouid be f5[80)].

If our earl’s prophecies thewed the neceflity of a
peace, his refignation at laft infpired his former col-
league and his fucceffor the duke of Bedford with
the defire of accepting it. Three days only after
his refignation, the Britith plenipotentiary, who had
been fent to Aix-la-chapelle with orders to procraf-
tinate, received new inftruétions to lofe no time in
figning the preliminary articles.

It was a very fortunate circumftance that his moft
Chriftian majefty ftill continued in his pacific difpofi-
tions. The confideration of the diftrefled fiate of
his kingdom, concurred with his love of eafe to make
him weary of war. His minifters accommodated
their politics to his wifhes; and as they did not
much rife in their demands, the Englith ambal-
fador feized the critical inftant, and reftored peace te
Europe.

This fortunate event faved one ftate from deftruc-
tion, the other perhaps from bankruptey. It main-
tained the ftadtholder in his dignity, and fecured
fome minifters from the confequences of their delu-
fion. Let me add, that it likewife exempted our
carl from figning articles fomewhat lefs advantage-
ous than thofe he would have obtained the year be-
fore, and from fetting his name to the nly 1gno-
minious circumftance with which the treaty Wwas
laden.

SECTION
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LORD Chefterfield’s refignation; at a time 1748.
of life, when he could ftill have rendered effential v~

fervices to his country, might have been confider-
ed as the effect of fudden paffion, or as an artful
attempt at full power, Had not the ftate of his
mind as well as that of his body required eafe and
tranquillity. ‘The frequent attacks of giddinefs he
lately had been feized with, made reft and quict
neceffary for him ; and his extreme delicate way
of thinking confirmed him in the refolution of in-
dulging himfelf with them. He found, that mi-
nifters are frequently obliged from political rea:
fons to prefer the moft unworthy perfons to thofé
who are the moft worthy; and to proftitute to
importunity and undeferving greedinefs the re-
wards of merit. He therefore determined to re-
nounce the purfuits of ambition; and, though fill
upon the watch to ferve his country,. to live for
himfelf, and to divide his time between focial
_pl_eaﬁtres:, paternal cares, and mental enjoyments:
Nor does it appear, that he was on “11J occalion
tempted to venture again his frail veflel npon that
boifterous fea, from which after having
tgﬂ‘ed about, he now found himfelf fe
nived in port.  “To put fome interval between life

Voi., L N and
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and death was always the with of the wife; and

1 ppv are thofe who are able to do it.

-
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'G”L this philofophical retirement which lord

terfield propofed to himfelf, and in which
[a-_Ld the laft five and twenty years of his life,
at the fame time that it attracts the admiration
: hinking part of mankind, and ma 1y per-
haps, excite the envy of thole who have #t notin

heir power to embra ﬁ- ords much lefs matter

s life now ceafes tobe
= -y ¥ '[h 1"1- I ET - _--;11-'],
Ory Or D count ". allid,

hough we fhall ftill keep to the form o{ annals ve

have adopted, we fhall content ourfelves wilh

placing under -:h:* feveral years fuch ur ww'r‘;-:'ted
ts as are come to our know wledge, and may be
erefling to our readers,

We think ourfelves obliged to mention, not
vithout much concern, that the YLi’j’ day lord

'...LL].-"\; L.1 fu x] 1}.11 cW C'[ t{_) HIC CAres oOr agmipt
ftration, he renewed his evening vifits at “‘x'lnrt §

Vi 3 1Y

ad been En::;-n'u*":.d for four ye

kewife made a fhort excurfion to .1th, not
mucil on account of the w daters, as to avoid

being 1n London while he was the L.auf“ fubject of
converfation.

For fome time lord Chefterfield had turned

his thoughts EOU”lds the part he intended to
act, u}l.m wa 'LLcozdmo to the c:xmr:'w n he
borrowed from Th.ﬁ,, to enjoy eafe with dig
nity. The building a houfe for FLiml felf, n
which he withed to unite magnificence witl
convenience and tafte, had ocet upi ied hi tis thoughts
for fome time ; and we fee in moft of his letters
to his friends how much he had it at heart. He
fucceeded in it to his wifh, and was particularly

cbiild

leafed with the fw 2 &

picaicd with the two apartments h-, moft fre-

quented ; the one being a kind of private room
cr
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or parlour, which he called his boudoir, orna-
mented with great elegance and richnefs; the
other, his ’b;'ary [2], ftocked with a mb'“
collection of books, and adorned with the por-
traits of feveral of the moft eminent authors.

This new houfe not being quite finifhed,
and that which he was going to quit being
ftript of fome of its furniture [3], lord Chef:
terfield fpent part of the fummer in excurfi-
ons into the country. He pafled fome time 2
Cheltenham, and afterwards at Bath, for the
fake of his health ; and vifited with uncommon
eafure his friend lord Pembroke’s houfe at
Vilton. He found it fo much 1.".‘17 roved, that
he fcarce knew 1t again; and, in its -prelent
ftate, judged it the fineft feat in England [47.

e

But while he was thus amufing himfelf, he
had the misfortune to lofe his brother Johr- Stan-
hope, who died of the gout towards ‘the latter
end of the year, and was fincerely vegretted by
the earl, His affairs, which were fomewhat em-
barrafled, and the fa amily arrangements neceffary
to be taken on this “melancholy occafion, re-
quired lord Chefterfield’s prefence 1n ‘London,
and prevented him from executing his plan of
fpending fome time at Paris Ls].

Among other effects, Mr. Stanhope left a villa
lthLLhcaih, upon which he had .u1d out -¢on-
fiderable fums of money. The leafe of ithis villa
was for feven years, and -could not have been
difpofed of without great lofs.  This induced the
carl to keep it; and though he would  rather
have preferred a loufe in the country: towards
Richmond, yet he foon orew enamoured with
this charming fpot. ‘The fituation was delight=
fuly comm 1anding onte way an extenfive profpect

over the Thames towards London and Hamp=

N 2 ftead;
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1748. ftead; and adjoinimr on the other fide to Green-
“~ wich Park, into which he had a private door

~T

O

from his own garden.

He therefore bought it, added much to it
conveniencies by the galleries and other im-
provements he made to it, and rendered it a
country refidence entirely fit for his fituation
and ftate. He conftantly retired there, as foon
as the fealon permitted him to quit his winter ha-
bitation ; and it was to him, in every refped,
what 7’ nmf (. was to Tully,

One of the taftes which he contracted in this
retirement was that of gardening. He did not
indeed attend particularly to ornament; nor to
the more 'mp m.m art of 1“}11116 exotic plants,
and uniting in one fpot the pIOdllCtIOHS of diffe-
rent chmalas: for neither of thefe had he fuff-
cient. room, or inclination.: But the culiva ti(m
of fruit-trees afforded him an ufeful as well
agreeable amufement ; and he fucceeded in it fo
well, that he was generally provided with moft
(,\u,lla,nt plodud:orc of all kinds from his own
ground. - He even challenged his friends, both
at home and abroad, to pmduu melons and
pine-apples equal to his in tafte and flavour [fJ

The decoration of his houfe engaged alfc much
of his dttention ; and, in order to compleat it,
hie had long been in fearch of original paintings
In this purﬁlI he ‘was not fo anxious with re:
gard to the number as to the quality of the pic-
tures, and his chief view was to have nothing
but what was excellent.  He wifhed not o mvd!
to have many picces of the fame mafter; as to
poliefs a few capital ones of the bn,ft. He did
not at firft truft to his own judgment, but relied
chiefly upon the tafte of thofe who were efteemed
eonnoifleurs in the art of painting.  Sir Luke

Schaub
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Schaub was one of the principal. That gentle- 1449,
man, a native of Switzerland, and employed in

very important negociations in Europe by the
Englith court, had diftinguifhed himfelf for his
knowledge of the works of the moft eminent
painters, and had formed a collection f{carce in-
ferior to any in this country. Lord Chefterfield
was extremely intimate with him, and could de-
pend on his opinion ; as he alfo could upon that
of Mr. Harenc, a French gentleman of diftinc-
tion, who, to enjoy the free exercife of the Pro-
teftant religion in which he was bred, had retired
from Paris with a confiderable fortune, and fettled
in England. This gentleman cultivated every
object of tafte, and united in his perfon the man
of breeding and of letters, the poet and the wit.
He was no lefs fkilled in mufic, and was univer-
fally efteemed the beft performer on the violin
among gentlemen. His judgment in pictures
was likewife generally acknowledged. He was
lord Chefterfield’s particular f{riend : and indeed
how could he be otherwife, confidering the va-
riety of his talents, and his neighbourhood ta his
lordfhip at Blackheath? The earl availed himfelf
much of his judgment and tafte, and gradually
acquired a confiderable fhare of knowledge,
which however he always declined making a2
{hew of, rather chufing to quote his authority in
the opinion he gave of his pictures [7].

Thele were lord Chefterfield’s amufements,
But his principal care and employment was his
correfpondence with his fon, He had {pent two
years at the Swifs and German univerfities of
Laufanne and Leipzig; and befides having ac-
quired a confiderable proficiency in the Latin
and Greek languages, had been trained up to
the knowledge of the laws of nations, the con-
ftitutions of the Germanic body, the interefts,

forces,
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forces, and negotiations, of the feveral princes, '
?:‘1;1 in general n every kind of fcience the
moft ufetul for a man defigned for public
emp-rwmtnt:; and was now btfr'mmw his tra-
vels, in order to acquire the more difficult know-
ledge of the world. In that, it feems, he }m;l
made bu little progrefs, under the learned
Bochat at Lat Iinmu, and the ftill more ]Fazutd p]rJ-
feflor Maium at Le p/wr "The excurfions he made
to Drefden in vacation time, had indeed made him
acquainted withone of the p(}|i1(_ﬂ.‘ courts of Europe;
and the encouraging reception he there met with
from Sir Charles Hmburjg Williams, envoy at that
court, and lord Chefterficld’s affe¢tionate as well as
witty friend [8], might have effectually rubbed off
that learned ruft, which his father was fo fearful he
would tco long retain.  But he did not ftay there
long enough to be much benefited either by his
converfation or example [g]. His fhort vifit to the
cotirt of Berlin procured him a moft gracious re-
ception ﬂ‘nm the monarch [12]; and great civili-
tiesfrom Algarotti, Dargens, Cagnoni, Maupertuis,
and the other wits whom that prince had chofen
Eur his friends.  But even lord Chefterfield did not
recommend to him, at that time, and in that place,
any other ftudy except that of the civil, military,
and ecclefiaftical government of that country, and
Lipcch]!l of the reformation in the laws introduced
by a prince, whom he held out to him as moft de-
ferving of his attentive obfervation [11].  Much
lefs could the court of Vienna, during his fhort I’t:ay
r_'l::r-“, umprove his manners; or.put him in poffelli-
on of the graces. . Neither is xttm any longer their
1"-_-;11'-} though perhaps ftill th ‘C]p:‘ {chool of
the arts., But of thefe lord (.. eld efteemed
only pai inting and i"ul'r’piu:'c, and c.reudcd above

1
all ¢
2T

things for his fon the dangerous allurements of
mufic
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mufic [12]. Turin was the place where he in- 1
tended he fhould leﬁ'e his ftudies, and be ini-
tiated in the world. But a dangerous attack of
an inflammation of the lungs, which feized [‘»’1'
Stanhope at a place called L’lLlhdLh in his paflage
Jlr(}ngll the Tyrolefe, obftruted his courfe.
Venice, Rome, and Naples, were, on account of
the climate, fubftituted to Turin. In thefe elegant
cities he certainly improved his tafte, and ob-
tained a competent knowledge of the Iltalian
tongue. The ftrong recommendations he had to
perfons eminently ru,__hﬁ'..d to form both his heart
and his manners, op:‘nr;:'d to him the beft {chools
of improvement. But yet it is to be feared, that
the company of his countrymen, the firft ac-
quaintance with a fex too powerful to be refifted,
and above all the relaxing effect of the moft en-
chanting climate, rendered V enice, but efpecially
Rome and Naples, no lefs noxious to our young
man’s habit, both of body and mind, than C_nmm
was to Hannibal’s army.

Lord Chefterfield, indeed, was fufficiently fen-
fible of the dangerous ground his fon trod upon,
when he emered the Pope’s dominions. As if
he had been poflefled of Gyges's ring, with which
he fo earneftly wifhed to accompany him invifibly,
his genius hovered over him, and conftantly fug-
wcﬂed the expedients he thought moft proper to
preferve him from contagion. Accordingly we
obferve him in an admirable letter, written at the
beginning of this year, giving him the moft ju-
dicious and earneft cautions againft the imprefii-
ons of irreligion and immorality [13]. He treat-
ed thefe fubjects, indeed, rather as a man of the
world, than as a divine, trufting for the reft to
the private inftructions of Mr. Harte,
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It would be unjuft to fufpect, that his guide
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neglected any thing in his power to ground his
pupil jn the principles of morality and virtue ; as

he had effectually infufed into him a fufficient
quantity of claflical and other learning. But it
was impoflible he fhould fucceed in finifhing the
polifh of his education in the manner lord Chef-
terficld withed ; and it is matter of aftonifhment,
that the earl fhould not have perceived, how
much the tutor’s example muft have defeated his
precepts.  The three principal articles he recom-
mended to his fon, were, his appearance, his elo-
cution, and his ftyle, Mr. Harte, long accuf:
tomed to a college life, was too awkward both n
his perfon and addrefs to be able to familiarize
the graces with his young pupil, An unhappy
impediment in his fpeech, joined to his total want
of gar, rendered him equally unfit to perceive as
to correct any defeéts of pronunciation ; a care-
ful attention to which was fo firongly recom-
mended in all lord Chefterfield’s letters, as ab-
{olutely neceflary for an orator. Nor was the
pen of his young ward likely to be-improved by
that of a man, whofe chief work, though pro-
fefled to be written in Englith, was, to borrow
lord Chefterfield’s expreflion, Jull of Latinifms,
Gallicsfins, Germanifms, and ajl tfims, but Angl-
eyms [14].

It 15 really difficult to conceive by what infa-
tuation lord Chefterfield muft have been led in
his choice of a guide, (o evidently calculated to
counteract the refined plan of education he had
propofed for his fon. And it is a matter of fl-
prize, that his lordthip did not apply what he
{aid of the graces, fenza che 0gHi fatica e vVand, 1o
example, which might have been done with equal
propriety [15]. He recommended, indeed, to
his fon the imjtation of a moft accomplifhed
' - French
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French nobleman then ambaflador at Rome [16],
and at whofe houfe young Stanhope might have
been much improved; but in this, as in other
things, the earl was difappointed in his wifhes.

The fame favourable reception, which lord Chef-
terfield had procured for his fon in the different
countrics he pafled through, he himfelf gave to
all foreigners properly introduced to him, ef-
pecially when they were perfons of genius and
merit. This was particularly the cafe with Mad.
Du Bocage, who on a vifit to England, in com-
pany with her hufband, and abbé Guafco, an
intimate and very learned friend of the prefident
Montefquieu, met with all thofe marks of polite
attention from our earl, the practice of which he
fo much recommended to his fon. He was not
only her introducer and her guide throughout
London ; but alfo procured her, by his letters to
Mr. Dayrolles and to Mr. de Kreuningen at the
Hague, the fame advantages in Holland,

Her letters [14] teftify the impreflion which
this friendly and engaging politenefs had made
upon her; and lord Chefterfield’s anfwers to her
are a remarkable fpecimen of his atticifm in a
language not his pwn, as well as of his refined
wit [18]. He modeftly refufed her hisown buft ;
but fent her in lieu of it thofe of Milton, Dryden,
and Pope, the originals he thought her fo well
qualified to copy.

Mr. Stanhope, in return, upon his arrival at
Paris, met with a moft hofpitable reception from
her, as well as from many families of the firft
rank, not lefs diftinguifhed by their virtues, than
by their amiable manners and wit. Thofe who
had been his father’s friends in that city, and
continued his correfpondents, took upon them

' the
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1751, the charge of introducing him into the beft
i =~ compan j>~ and of being the direCtors of his
t youth. :"vfr. Harte had now quitted him, hay-
ing returned to England to enjoy the reward of

his fervices [19] ; and it is to be fe ared, that, be-
ing now left to h.u‘lh]:, he took a delight in fie-
quenting thofe perfons with

hi m'C'Fp rh aps more at [il
accomplithed foreigners w

htlului to 1mitate.

whom he 'thmught
rty, than with thole
wom he fhould have

T
Ly
1
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Lady Hervey, who was then refid; ling at k Paris,
and feveral ladies of the higheft rank in France,
were the principal guides to whom lord Chefter-
field trufted for the finifhin 1ig of his fon’s educa-
tion. They could not but be fenfit ble that the
laft varnifh was wanting, and even that fome
defects remained -in his character in \:nﬁﬂ:nt
with good breeding, and puilcilm with good man-
ners. A father fo defirous that his Inn fhould
anfwer in every refpect the model of perfection
he had fketched out to himfelf, muft have been
exceedingly mortified at this circumftance; and
the fertility of his genius in expedients to endea-
vour to infpire his fon with the defire of pleafing,
IS not '11*}' where more confpicuous than in this
p art of his letters [20]. Findin 1g the diforder ob-
ftinate, he had recourfe to rr*o:e delperate reme-
dies ; as empirics too freque: 1tly adminifter poi-
fon In_their vain attempts to fubdue uncoenquer-
aladies, or to cure difealcs, lefs' dangerous

1an thofe which their inconfiderate pld&]w en-
tails upon their patients.

"
o
——
D
—
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! Far be it 'i‘(‘[‘l mne to Cili}';’l"("il' to conceal or

excufe LT-'-*~3 luxuriances of a warm imagination,
Vice can at no *w e, and under no p"etcmo, be-
I comeany part of a rational education ; nor -would
| it be fufficient to fay, that the m;mus of great

CIties,
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cities, efpecially Paris, bave in fome degree au- 1751.
thorized polite gallantry. In vain alfo would it
be urged, that lord Chefterfield, knowing per-

haps by his own experience with how much dif-

ficulty certain paffions are refifted in youth, might

have mml”ht there was no other choice but that

of coarfe (l bauchery and fentimental engage-
ments; that, when mutual liberty is allowed in

what is called at Paris the married ftate, chaftity

can no more be expeéted on one fide, than fidelity

is on the other; and that the crime of corruption
cannot be charged where general depravity pre-

vails. We fhall not reft the defence of the earl

on fuch weak foundations : drawing a veil there-

fore on this part of lord Chefterfield’s conduét,

which was not intended, and ought not to have

been expofed to the public eye, we fhall content
ourfclves with deploring the weaknefs of human
naturg, which hitherto never admitted of perfec-

tion.

Lord Chefterfield’s advice in regard to diffimula-
tion might perhaps admit of a more plaufible vin-
dication. He certainly diftinguifhes it always from
fimulation, or any degree of falthood at leaft in
words, and {eems to make it confift principally
in a neceflary condefcenfion to the foibles of
thofe with whom our connections or duties oblige
us to live, 1f he goes fomewhat further, and ad-
vifes to conceal our fecret feelings, and endea-
vour to excite as well as watch thofe of the per-
fons whom we are called upon by the interefts of
our country to deal with, and who certainly
would take the fame advantage over us that we
with to have over them; he would be juftified,
if not by the precepts of moralifts, at leaft by
the examples of mott, ‘or perhaps of all courtiers
and minifters. But it muft be candidly owned

that
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1951, that thefe diftinétions are too nice for the practics

Ny

of mankind. He who conftar itly walks on the

edge of a irrL[an..\ vill fcarce amid falling into
it; and it is evident r]nt every thing which goes
beyond filence and fimple obfervation, can never
be authorized.

Let us therefore haften to quit this tender
ground ; and fincerely withing that lord Chefter-

field had lived to publifth hls own letters, which
would have given him an opportunity of ex-
punging fome obnoxious paflages; let us be al-
lowed to fay that thefe tranfient errors (for they
are all confined to a period of three or four years)
took their rife from the ftrong defire he had of
making his fon mafter of thofe qaalmcs it {eemed
moft d].nhult for him to acquire, and of training
him up to be a complete pL.bLu. man and a con-
fummate politician. Had he been fatisfied with
fitting him for the middle ftation of life, he would
neither have had the temptation nor the defire of
having recoutle to thefe’ dangerous expedients.
Fond parents would f{pare themfelves much anx-
1ety and chagrin, if the mode of education were
fuited to the different difpofitions obfervable in
the child at different times, rather than that the
child fhould be obliged to conform to a fettled
plan.

The death of the prince of Wales, which hap-
pened this year, deprived lord (,}.{_F(emc_d of a
friend, who, perhaps, had he lived to afcend the
throne, would have conferred upon the fon thofe
favours he formerly intended for the father. This
unexpected event obliged him to turn his thoughts
another way. He appears, from fome of his let-
ters, to have been defirous of introducing his fon
intothe family of the young prince of Wales, which
was eftablithed foon after. I have been informed,

that
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that there had been fome thoughts of appointing 1751.
our eatl governor to the young piince; and I am v~

authorized by fome refpe€table friends to fay,
that, notwithftanding fome reprefentations, he
would have been prevailed upon to accept of this
employment. I am not equally well informed
what was the reafon that this event never took
place, and that he did not fucceed in*procuring an
eftablithment for his fon in the young prince’s
houfehold. = Perhaps the illegitimacy of his birth
may have had fome fhare in this difappointment ;
as it certainly had in the failure of another folici-
tation [2i].

Lord Chefterfield, who always had the honour,
as well as the advantage, of his country in view,
bad long deplored that Great Britain fhould be
almoft the laft of all the European powers which
full perfifted in the ufe of the defective Julian
calendar. Neither the fcruples which it occafion-
ed among zealous churchmen concerning the true
time of the principal anniverfary feftivals, nor
even its confiderable and increafing difagreement
from the heavenly bodies (a circumftance, on ac-
count of the flownefs of its progreflion, parcepti-
ble only to aftronomers), were, perhaps, the chief
motives that induced lord Chefterfield to with for
a reformation : but he was more particularly dif-
pofed to encourage it from the confufion which
the different beginnings of the year might pro-
duc.e in fettling hiftorical tranfaGions, and the
variance there was in the accounts of almoft every
other ftate. 'The inconveniencies were evident ;
but the difficulty of obviating feveral inconveni-
encies attending a fudden alteration, and efpe-
C1:111E in overcoming people’s prejudices, were not
If:is lo. "Thefe difficulties he found fill more con-
fiderable than he imagined. - Having confulted
the duke of Newcaftle ; that minifter, then in

the
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1751, the zenith of his power, feemed alarmed at fo
“~~ bold an undertaking. He conjured the earl not

to fiir matrers, that had long been quiet, and add.
ed that he did not love mew-fangled things.
Lord Chefterficld, however, did not fuffer him-
felf to be deterred by thefe obftacles, but refolved
to digeft his plan thoroughly before he communi-
cated it to the public. - With regard to the civil
and political points, he confulted perfons of the
greateft eminence in the feveral parts of the world
where he maintained a correfpondence, He was

articularly obliged to the great chancellor Da-
gueflau for the moft ufeful informations, and
received from him a moft inftruétive letter on
this {ubject, which we regret much not to be able
to give to the public. In the aftronomical part,
he confulted thofe of his countrymen whe were
moft in repute for their knowledge in that fcience;
and particularly the earl of Macclesficld, then
prefident of the Royal Society, who readily en-
tered into the plan of reforming the calendar,
and furnithed lord Chefterfield with all the learn-
g that was wanted on the occafion,

Thus- prepared, our earl made his motion in
the houfe of lords, on the 25th of February of
that ftyle he wifhed to amend. The fpeech he
made on that occafion was entirely calculated
to captivate the attention and fecure the fa-
vour of ‘his hearers. Witty refleGtions upon
time, its meafure, though fixed in itfelf, fill
dependent on- the variable ‘motions of the ce-
leftial ‘bodies; “a concife and clear account of
the feveral attempts made at different periods,
and by different nations, to reconcile thofe two
meafures with one another; the inconveniencies
attending the prefent ftyle with refpeét to al
public and private tranfactions; the method of
obviating the difficulties arifing from a fudden

| Py e
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alteration : thefe were the principal topics which
ne dwelt upon. He difplayed fuch powers U.f
oratory in this fpeech, and delivered it with fo
mucthr;}ce, that he eclipfed lord Macclesfield,
who feconded his motion, and in a {peech, pre-
vioufly prepared and fince printed, entered much
morclﬁi\i!‘y' into the argumentative part of the
plan. Our earl did ample juftice to his learn-
¢d colleague; and 1n his familiar letters [22],
exprefled himfelf with great modefty on this
point, attributing entirely to his powers of ut-
terance the advantage he obtained over him on
this occafion. A bill fo wifely contrived, and fo
ably fupported by eloquence and reafon, paffed
without any oppofition in both houfes; but
thofe who now enjoy the advantages refulting
from it, ought to be informed, that they owe
them to the induftry and refolution of the earl of
Chefterfield.

The earl’s feelings were excited, in the coutrfe
of this year, by two events of a very different
nature. The firft was the appointment of Mr.
Dayrolles to the place of minifter and comnmifla-
1y plenipotentiary at the court and congrefs at
Bruffels ; and his marriage with a lady, no lefs
diftingnithed by the goodnefs of her heart, than
by the graces and beauty of her perfon, and her
various accomplithments. His intimate connecti-
on with a friend, whofe attachment he had fo
lonig experienced, made him fhare his fatisfaction
in the livelieft manner ; and his letters en this oc-
cafion are truly expreflive of what his heart felt.

On the ‘other hand, fearce any event could
have been more affecting to him than the death
of lord Bolingbroke. “He fiad feen him for feve-
ral months labouring under a cruel, and to ap-
Pearance incurable diforder. A cancerous hu-

mour
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1. mour in his face made a daily progrefs ; and the

‘“—~~ empirical treatment he fubmitted to, not only
haftened his end, but alfo expofed him to the
moft excruciating pain. He faw him, for the
laft time, the day before his tortures began.
‘Though the unhappy patient, as well as his friend,
did then expeét that he fhould recover, and ac-
cordingly defired him not to come again till his
cure was completed ; yet he ftill took leave of
him in a manner which thewed how much he was
affected. ¢ He embraced the earl with tender-

Iy

*“ ‘nefs, and faid, God who placed me here, will
*“ do what he pleales with me hereafter, and he
4

knows beft what to do. May he blefs you!”

It would be needlefs to give our readers any ac-
count of the opinion the earl entertained of lord
Bolingbroke. This is fufficiently exprefled in the
letters we now give to the public, as well as in
thofe to his fon ; but it may not be improper to
add, that he retained all his life a grateful re-
membrance of the friendthip that had fubfifted
between them; and that he transferred it to his
heir, and rejoiced in the hopes of feeing him in
all refpects worthy of the name he bears [23].

Hitherto lord Chefterfield’s ftate of health;
though * often interrupted by fits of giddinefs,
had afforded him fufficient intervals, to enable
him to enjoy the plealures of retirement with his
books, and thofe of {ociety with his friends. The
laft be indulged in with peculiar fatisfa&ion. His
houfe and his table were open not only to the moft
diftinguithed of his countrymen, but likewife toall
foreigners who had any pretenfions to lea rning or
wit. But in the firft months of this year,a diforder,
uniappily hereditary in his family, began to fepa
rate him from fociety 3 and that conftant ferenity
and chearfulnefs, which he had o remarkably
poflefied in the different periods of his life, gave

‘.i-’ﬂ}'
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way to intervals of me Am:ho[y and apprehenfions. 1752.

He felt the firft {ymptoms of deafnefs with
of horror ; not unlike that which Swift could not
help fhewing on the apprehenfion of lofing his fen-
fes. Thisafflicting fenfation was for a time increaf-
ed, while being confined at home for fome months
on account of a fall from his horfe, he fubmitted
patiently to all the means that were employed for
the cure of his deafuefs, firft by regular phyficians,
and qfterward'“ by empirics. The attempts of
both proved unfuccefsful ; and though ftill equal-
ly capable of cmn:ributidﬂ to the fatisfadtion of
his friends 1n fociety, the eml was no longer able
to receive any ﬂum them.

Mr. Stanhope having now paffed a year and a
hafqt Paris; was fent by hrs father to feveral

ourts of Germany, and laft to Mr. Dayrolles at
Bmhem Lord Chefterfield was in hopes that by
fpending a winter with him, being introduced to
that court and employed in his office, he would
have had an opportunity of being thoreughly ac-
quainted with the life of a courtier, and that of a
man of bufinefs. U“fmtuu'ztrcl},1 the prime minif=
ter of that court, a proud Italian [24], being in-
formed of Mr. Sta 1I*opf illegitimacy, m!n’teu
upon his not appearing at court, ‘This affeted
the feeling heart of Mr. Dayrolles ftill more than
tlm of lord Chefterfield, who controlled the

varmth of his friend on thrt occafion, and ob-
Jlrx-&d to him very juftly, that perfons in Mr,
S:anhope’s fituation muft fometimes expect difa-
greeable things of that kind, and that the beft ufe
he could m: I“, of thisincident, was to endeavour
to counterbalance the difadvantage of his birth by
fuperior merit and knowled: ge [w:? To fill up
the € vacaney which this dlulpm);uu]—lf nt occafioned,
he fent him for the third time to Paris, in order to

improve himfelf ftill more in the feience of the
o
Vor. I, 0 world,
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world, {o neceflary for the public life he was in-
tended to purfue.

His firft fetting out in that ftation would have
been a brilliant one, could lord Chefterfield’s ex-
pectations, and thofe of his kinfmen the Pelhams,
with whom he was now on the beft terms [26],
have been anfwered. 'The poft of refident at Ve-
nice, now vacant by the promotion of Sir James
Gray to that of envoy at the court of Naples, had
been propofed by them for Mr. Stanhope, and
they were in hopes that his Majefty would make
no difficulty in appointing him toit. Lord Chef
terfield was highly pleafed with the prolpect of his
fon’s being fixed in fuch a city, where from the
variety of travellers of different nations who refort
thither, he might have acquired that defire of
pleafing, which was the only thing he then feemed
to want. His difappointment was therefore great,
when after eight months folicitation, the king at
laft abfolutely refufed to appoint the young man,
alledging the circumftance of his birth as the rea-
fon. His father, though much hurt at the refufa]
of a favour by no means unprecedented, refolved
to bring him into the next parliament, wifely fore-
feeing that a fenatorial cloak, more extenfive fill
than that of charity, would cover his fon’s invo-
luntary fin.

+1 St e =] Ry |
In the retirement where lord Chefterfield now
bt T e Yo
pent by choice the beft part of the vear. and

ear,
where, having fewer opportunities to exercife his
fenfe of hearing, he fometimes forgot he had loft
it, his books, his garden, and his pen, contributed
to fill up his time. From his correfpondents he
received moft of the new productions in the lite-
rary way, and repaid them by the judgments he
pafled upon them. The care of his vegetables
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alfo took up much of his attention. But 1t was
chiefly his pen which agreeably and ufefully em-
ployed his vacant hours. Willing to contribute as
much as poffible to the advantage of his country,
though now in a great meafure ifolated from it,
he amufed himfelf with the compofition of moral
and literary effays. Thefe he fent to the editor
of a new periodical paper entitled ke W orld.
But the firft eflay he fent had nearly difgufted
him of writing any more ; for being fomewhat
long it was negleted, and might perhaps never
have been printed, if lord Lyttelton coming ac-
cidentally into the publither’s fhop, and being
fhewn this paper, had not inflantly recognifed the
mafterly hand of his former aflociate and friend,
and defired that it might be immediately put to
the prefs. ‘The reception it met with encouraged
him to go on, and he continued to furnith occafi-
onal papers from that year to 1756, when this
publication ceafed. One of the volumes was by
the ingenious editor dedicated to his lordfhip.

His fon, whom he had now fent for from Paris,
was examined by him with the fame attention as
he had been in his preceding vifit. He found
him improved in his figure, manners, and ad-
dres ; but ftill thought him far from being the
graceful, fociable, amiable man he withed him to
be [27]. With a view to correét his careleflnefs
and inattention, as foon as he had loft all hopes
of the refidentthip, he fent him firft to Holland,
and then to fome courts of Germany. The for-
mal etiquette of thefe courts he thought would
engage him to pay a ftricter regard to thofe little
duties of fociety which he had hitherto too much
neglected ; as he was not likely to meet with ma-
ny of his countrymen at thefe courts, he hoped
the chief obftacles which had obftructed his im-

O 2 provement
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provement would now be removed [28]. He
alio took great care fo direct his fon to the parti-
cular objects proper for his attention at thefe dif-
ferent places, and the knowledge of which was
neceflary to prevent his appearing a firanger in
them,

Though lerd Chefterfield now took but little
fhare in political tranfaétions, or patrliamentary
debates, yet was he far from being indifferent to
cither. "To his friends he communicated his
thoughts concerning public affairs with the ut-
moft frecdom, and the intereft of his country wa
the chief objet of his anxious cares. ]1](‘]LCJ.}.
when he reflected on his own fituation, precluded
by his deafnefs from one of the beft means of in-
formation, he could not help laughing at his own
weaknefs. This_political excurfien,” fays he
in one of his letters, “ which is the remains of
“ the man of bufinefs, puts me in mind of
e Hallcqum s making few. cral pafles againft the
“ wall par un refle de bravoure [29].”

The circumftances which appeared to him the
moft open to cenfure in the prefent adminiftration,
were the want of forefight, and the irrefolution of
the councils. ©On thefe accounts he was much
difpleafed with the repeal of the bill for the natu-
raiization of the Jews, w
méqii’tj‘}' with having weakly given up. A !"pirff

of divination feems to have animated his pen,
when, after having quoted a very true maxim of
his favourite author the Cardinal de Retz on this
occalion, that mobs are alws ays kept in awe by
thofe who do not fear them, he adds, “ that they
** grow unreafonable and infolent when they find
¢ that they are feared. Wife and qjlc govern-
* ors,” fays he, * will never, if they can help
4 ji.
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“ jt, give the people juft cauie to complain, but
< then on the other hand they will firmly with-
“ ftand groundlefs clamour [ ;0]

b

The fource of this clamour he principally dif-
liked ; * being that narrow mob-fpirit of intole-
¢ ration in religious, and inhofpitality 1n civil
“ matters, both which, all governments fhould
“ oppofe.” A very contrary fpirit breathes in-
deed in all our earl’s writings it is the Ipirit of
humanity, comprehenfive benevolence, and true
liberty, very different from lawlefs licentioufnefs.
With what honeft warmth does he not reprobate
the * contempt which moft hiftorians thew for
“ humanity in general, as if the whole human
¢ {pecies confifted but of about one hundred and
“ fifty people, called and dignified (commonly ve-
“ ry undefervedly too), by the titles of emperors,
“ kings, popes, generals, and minifteis [31]
What patriot would not join with him, when after
having fpoken of the liberty the Turkifh janifia-
ries fometimes take of ftrangling their vizir, or
their emperor, he adds ; * I am glad the capital
“ ftrangler fhould in his turn be ftrangleable ;
“ for 1 know of no brute fo fierce, nor no crimi-
* nal fo guilty, as the creature called a fovereign,
“ whether king, fultan, or fophi, who thinks
himfelf either by divine or human right vefted
with an abfolute power of deftroying his fel-
low ereatures; or who, without inquiring into
“ s right, lawlefsly exerts that power [32] ?”
What good man would net applaud him, when
on account of the divifions in France between the
parliament and clergy, he {o ftrongly enforces the
fubjection of the church in every country to the
fupreme legiflative power, and warmly recom-
mends to his fon the reading of the tracts of that
great champion, 1 had almoft faid martyr, in the

caufe
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H 1753. caufe of civil liberty, Fra-Paolo, and in particy-
=7 lar his treatife De beneficiis [33]? |

1745.  The obftinacy of lord Chefterfield’s deafnefs,
which increafed every day, and difqualified him
more and more for fociety, had induced him to
yield to the repeated advice of the faculty to try
whether any benefit could be obtained from a
journey to Spa. He was confirmed in this refolution
by a very fevere fit of a gouty rheumatifm, which
at the fame time that it exercifed his patience for
two or three months in the beginning of this
year, gave his phyficians and himfelf fome hopes,
that the waters might at leaft in fome meafure
relieve his deafnefs, which they attributed to the
fame caufe. It does not appear, however, that
his rheumatic diforder was the only circumftance
that induced him to undertake this journey to
Spa, for he had mentioned two months before to
his fon, that he would probably meet him at that
place [34]. He accordingly appointed the time
of their meeting ; and having entire leifure there,
employed it in giving him juft notions of the
Englifh conftitution, and of the part which he
would foon be called to bear in the fervice of the
ftate. No man was certainly more capable of de-
livering thofe inftructions in a more captivating
or rational manner, and to thofe who would have
allifted at thefe leCtures, it would have recalled
to mind Pericles, training up young Alcibiades.

Lord Chefterfield having accomplifhed the time
fixed for his refidence at Spa, which he now
thought a painful tafk, returned with all poffible
diligence to London and his villa. He prefently
found that the fimall benefit he derived from the
waters was but temporary, and foon after had fe-
vere returns of the complaint for which he had
tndertaken this expedition,

_T\vf] 4
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Mr. Bougainville, the fame gentleman who has
fince diftinguithed himfelf fo much among the
French, and who was not only a man of {cience,
but alfo of tafte and wit, had been recommended
to lord Chefterfield [35]. He was furprized to
find in that nobleman fuch a variety of know-
ledge, and fuch a thorough acquaintance with
the French language, manners, and literature.
As he was brother to the fecretary of the aca-
demy of infcriptions and belles lettres at Paris,
he fuggefted to him the idea of electing lord
Chefterfield one of their foreign members. The
propofal was firft intimated to his lordfhip, and
upon his acceptance the appointment was made;
and a letter was written to him in the name of
that learned body. ‘This drew from him a letter
of thanks, which he communicated to me m
Englith, and for the tranflation of which he did
me the honour to borrow my pen [36].

His fon had now got a feat in parliament, and
the father equally anxious for his fuccefs took in-
finite pains to prepare him for his firft appearance
as a fpeaker. The young man feems to have
fucceeded tolerably well upon the whole, but on
account of his fhynefs was obliged to ftop, and,
if 1 am not miftaken, to have recourfe to his
notes, Lord Chefterfield ufed every argument in
his power to comfort him, and to infpire him
with confidence and courage to make fome ather
attempt; but I have not heard that Mr. Stanhope
ever {poke again in the houfe.

He had an opportunity next year of conferring
an obligation on the court unafked and unpaid for
it. A noble earl, who had expeted to be ap-

pointed to the poft of groom of the ftole, as be-

ing the firft on the lift of the lords of the bed-

chamber [37], thought proper to refign that
place.
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place. To thew his difpleafure, late in the fa-
fon and at a time when the arrangements for
the king’s annual expedition to Hanover were al-
ready taken, he made a motion in the houf of
peers to prefent an addre(s to his majefty to de-
fire he would net leave England at a period when
4 new war was expected, He hinted, indeed,
that thefe frequent voyages were inconvenient to
the nation and contrary to the a&t of fertlement,
A public debate on this delicate fubject would
have been attended with improper reflections from
the fpeakers on both fides of the queftion. Lord
Chefterfield took therefore the moft prudent ftep
in moving for an adjournment, which palled
without difficulty. As this circumftance muft have
been very agreeable to the king, many perfons
conjectured that our earl’s views were interefted,
and that he expected to be appointed to fome high
poft in the adminiftration, But every motive of
this kind he folemnly difclaimed in a very in-
terefling letter to Mr. Dayrolles [ 28], which on
many accounts I recommend to the perufal of
my readers. Iam certain, that the fentiments it
contains are fuch as the moft virtuous man would
adopt,

Indeed his ftate of health became every day
more diftrefling. He found himfelf by his in-
creafed deafnefs cut off from the {ociety of man-
kind, and ftruggling againft multplied infirmi-
tics both of body and mind, He had taken with
him to Blackheath all the materials neceflary for
writing fome hiftorical tracts of his own times,
which he intended to pen with the firicteft regard
to truth, and none to perfons, himfelf not ex-
epted.  But finding his mind ill difpofed for fuch
a work, he did not attempt it, well knowing,
that whatever is not done with inclination and
{pirit, will be very ill done [39],

The
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The preparations for a rupture with the court 19¢s.
of France on account of America, feemed at

firft not very alarming to lord Chefterficld. He
thought they would not attempt any diverfion in
Flanders, or if they did, that their force could be
oppofed in that f]vllﬂi'!."f't'-, or, at leaft, that the
Dutch could be fufficiently fupporied to prevent
their fubmitting to a neutrality, or accepting any
other terms the French might wifh to impofe.
Still depending upon our former alliances, and
our refolution ot to be parties upon the conti-
nent, he rather withed for a war, if vigoroufly
carried on at fea, as being the beft means of de-
ftroying the enemy’s navy and commerce [40].

But he foon altered his opinion when he was
informed of the defetion of thofe who had been
thought England’s firmeft allies, and efpecially
the houfe of Auftria. It muft be owned, that
the lownefs, or rather the fluctuation, of his
fpirits had fome influence upon his opinions con-
cerning the event of the war. His dilcourage-
ments arofe not more from the number of our
enemies, than from the finking fpirit of the na.
tion, and the divifions as well as the Incapacity
of thofe who prefided at the helm.

In thefe circumftances, however, he had fill
a frefh opportunity of manifefting his friendly
difpofition to government, The fubfidiary trea-
ties with the courts of Ruffia and Hefle-Cafiel be.
ing fubmitted to the confideration of parliament
cxcited great debates in both houfes.  Lord Chel
terfield who approved of the firit as much as he
difliked the fecond, fpoke warmly, though with-
out preparation, in defence of his opinion in the
houfe of lords. He fhone as ufual, and did not
feem to have loft any of his former vigour ; but
this exertion fatigued him fo much, that he was
pbliged to be carried home immediately after,

and
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and never again appeared as a fpeaker in the

“houfe [41].

From this day, which may be looked upon as
the clofe of our earl’s political career, his life may
be divided into two periods; the firft concluding
with the death of his fon Mr. Stanhope, which
happened in 1768 ; the fecond with his own de-
ceafe, in 1773. In the former of thefe, the
chief object of his care and attention was the im-
provement and promotion of Mr. Stanhope. In
the latter, the care of his own health, or rather,
the temporary alleviation of thofe infirmities,

which he well knew would attend him to his

grave,

The purfuits of each of thefe periods are di-
verfified only by his correfpondence with his
friends, his amufements in his garden, and his
application in his library : for though he continued
to receive company, foreign as well as Englifh,
he frequently laments the little capacity he had
left him by his deafnefs either of entertaining or
being entertained by them. His memoirs, there-
fore, henceforward will contain little more than
references to his letters, and a hiftory of that gra-
dual decay, the firff advances of which he ap-
pears himfelf to have difcovered above twenty
years before his death.

[~

Retired from thecouncils, and in 2 great meafure
from the fociety of the principal men in power, lord
Chefterfield feems not to have pretended to any
knowledge of the interior plans of government,
and only hazards his conje¢tures on public affairs.
He exprefles, in many of his letters, the impofli-
bility there is, that any perfon who is not in the
immediate circle of bufinefs fhould be able to
form a competent judgment in political matters;
ridicules the abfurdity of pretenders to that fort of

knowledge ;
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knowledge ; and offers his opinions as mere ran-
dom thoughts, thrown out upon the public topic
of the day. It isno wonder then, that we find
his lordfhip, in the fubfequent years, frequently
miftaking in his views and expectations on the
confequences of that war which was now declared :
a war, which from the various, and, as it was
then thought, almoft unnatural combinations it
produced, contradicted the whole uniform expe-
rience of our earl, asa ftatelman ; and when feen
through the gloomy medium of a diftempered
habit, appeared every way formidable and de-
ftructive to Great Britain. It muft be acknow-
ledged, indeed, that the mifcarriage of our flee
before Mahon, and the lofs of {o confiderable a
pofleflion as the ifland of Minorca, in the very
outfet of the war, joined to the apprehenfions
lord Chefterfield conceived of a fecret negotiation
between France and Spain to deprive us of Gib-
raltar, were fufficient to give him the alarm,
On the other hand, it is equally certain, that the
Englith are feldom fuccefsful in the commence-
ment of hoftilities. The lion, confiding perhaps
too much in his own ftrength, gives way to in-
dolence and fecurity, ull roufed into action by
repeated attacks of his enemies. Yet whatever
dependence might reafonably have been founded
on this reflection, there were other caufes, which

might fairly juftify the apprehenfions of a (pe-
culative politician. The balance of Europe
ffj’em-:-{il to be entirely deftroyed. All the prin-
cipal powers had thrown their weight into one
cale.  There remained among the crowned
heads but a fingle ally for Great Britain, and he

had been almoft from his cradle her enemy. Be-

fides, it was impoflible for lord Chefterfield to
conceive, that the force of the king of Pruflia
alone would be [ufficient, in conjunction with us,
to withftand the united efforts of France, Auftria,

the
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the Fmplre axony, Ruflra, and Sweden [42]
The wonders that monarch was cmh.l m were
yet to be {een ; and however great might be the
idea our earl had entertained of him, it can bm*

no imputation upon his political fagacity not to
have ff cleen the mira culnus exertions, of which,
that hero fhewed himfelf capable in the events of
the war.

With refpect to the fuppofed engagements be-
tween France and Spain relative to Gibraltar,
though lord Chcftufcld feems to have miftaken
both the time and the objeét of them, fill it
muft be confidered, that there was great proba-
bility in the conje@ure. He well knew. from
his own expsrience, how much the pride of Spain
is hurt that Great Britain thould retain that im-
portant and almoft impregnable fortrefs, the
principal key of her dominions; and however
her general political interefts may rccwmmeudﬁ
good underftanding with the Englith, it is pro-
bable fhe will never heartily unite with th,m fo
long as that place remains in their hands. A

i

few years aiter fhe chofe to enter the lifts, butin

a fhort time found how unequal a conteft fhe had
engaged in with an enemy then in the full career

of victory,

The national debt was anothe r very alarming
conlideration to Jord Chefterfield ; but his fears
in this refpet were the fears of the whole nation.
The multitude had always looked upwn it asa
prodigy big with ruin. The ableft and moft en-
lightened fmu {men had fixed the point it then
ﬁ'ood at, as the utmoft verge of Ll.:-_t‘;.-; and all

matized with dark and fatal pre-
dictions. The increafe of it to that enormous
bulk at which it arrived before the end of the war,
i the midft of the greateft national profperity,
was, 11 the conception of all men at that time, s
utter
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utter an impoflibility as the aftonifhing triumphs
of our ally the king of Pruffia,

The events of 1957 and 1758 ferved only
confirm lord Chefterfield in his political defpon-
dency. His letters in* this period to Mr. T}ax--
rolles are all expreflive of his fears and apprehe °1-

fions for the event. He continued under the in-
fluence of the fame im pu_d,ona ull the latter end
of the year 1759, excepting a fmall interval i

' i - o e el s Fi P
the beginning of the fummer 1758 [43].

During the greateft part of this time, Mr. Stan-
hope, 'u-'?“ "1{1 returried to: En igland in I764 to
take his feat in parliament, continued at home.
In'i757 he rﬁpmacd 1m 4 public ._m.mct er to Ham-
burgh, the refidence at that time of all the prin-
upL perfons of thole parts of the Empire, which
either were, or feemed likely to be, the feat of
war,  His Ic:tcz's to his fon at this conjut 1éture,
though of a different turn from thofe of former
periods, thew no lefs anxiety for his fuccefs. A
very remarkable hint is conveyed in one of th 1£m,
for deta aching the emprefs of Lm lia from her con-

nections 1"1[h our enemies [44] ; but this feems
to have been too nice a commiffion for & fo young
a negotiator, The immediate aim of lord Chef-

terfield at ti"[S time was to procure for Mr. Stan-
hope, either an appointment to the ¢ court of Ber-
lin, or thatI might fucceed Mr. Burrifh in his
€m le ment at E\*‘T'l nich ; and he o:r*:lm* no_op-
portunity of exhorting lmn to recommend him-
elf, by diligence, allivity, and addrefs, o thofe
who had it in therr power to promote hll".f',"_ Mr,
Stanhope’s health 1, as well as other reafons, made
him with ¢ return home for fome months in the
Year ¥758; and alfs in the fummer 1":9, bur he
was both times dif appointed. He could not bc
pared from I"lau"“m[rl] However the ﬁ‘:l'I I’
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wifh to fee him, he looked upon this neceflity of
his abfence as a fufficient compenfation,

But Mr. Stanhope’s ill ftate of health was fuch
as to overcome all other confiderations. Leave
was afkked and obtained for him to come home in
Autumn 1759, and he continued in London till
the end of the war.

In June 1763 we find Mr. Stanhope at the
Hague, on his way to Ratifbon, to which place
he was fent in a public character. In this fitua-
tion lord Chefterfield’s experience feems to have
furnithed hitn with a very ufeful expedient for
abridging the tedious and intricate ceremonials {o
much infifted upon in German courts [45]. His
ftay, however, was but fhort. In autumn he was
called home by the miniftry, to attend the enfu-
ing feflion of patliament [46], for which they
thought it neceflary to collect their whole force.
Lord Chefterfield, though not much pleafed with
this {ummons, recommended, agreeable to his
conftant maxim, a ready and obliging fubmiffion
to it; and we may reafonably conclude, the earl’s
admonition had its intended effeét : for foon after,
Mr. Stanhope was appointed envoy-extraordinary
to the court of Drefden, whither he repaired as
foon as the fefion was over. From this time to
the latter end of the year 1766, Mr. Stanhope
continued in Germany, having at the requeft of
the miniftry, who were ftill hard prefled, vacated
his {eat in parliament foon after his arrival at
Drefden. ‘This refidence appears to have com-
pleated the ruin of his conflitution. His health,
which 1n all fituations was delicate, feems to have
been quite overcome by the German winters. He
was obliged in 1766 to have recourfe firft to the
waters of Baden, and then to a tour into the fouth
of France [47]. The earl, who watched perpe-

tually




LORD CHESTERFIELEDISECT. VL

ually over him as his guardian angel, and forgot

his own infirmities to provide againt thofe of his
fon, exprefles great anxiety on thefe occafions,
and feems with difficulty to conceal fome fore-
bodings of the event. Mr. Stanhope, however,
in the {pring of 1767, either found or fancied he
found, himfelf well enough to return to Drefden,
which he accordingly did in May following : and
his perfuafion in this refpect was fo ftrong, that
notwithftanding he was again attacked by the fame
complaint, he wrote to the earl that he thought
him(elf able to pafs the winter at that court. His
lordfhip feems to have been fo much ififluenced by
this declaration, that he was taking meafures for
fecuring him a feat in the next parliament, which
Was to be chofen in 1768. In this view his lord-
fhip was difappointed by the minifter on whom
he had placed his dependence [48]; but this dif-
appointment he had not occafion long to regret.
Mr. Stanhope, notwithftanding his fanguine ex-
p:ff’tatfons, was obliged to quit Drefden, and re-
pair again to the South of France, from whence
h.c never returned. Duaring his illnefs there, he
feems to have exprefled fome jealoufy at his place
being fupplied by a new perfon during his abfence.
Lord Chefterfield makes him ealy on this head,
by acquainting him that he had received affurances
from the miniftry, that perfon fhould not inter-
fere with him as {oon as he was capable of refum-
ing his employment [49]. The gentleman
here alluded to was fhortly after appointed envoy
to Denmark, where, by a very fpirited and judi-
Clous exertion upon a melancholy occafion, he
merited the honour of a red ribband, and an ap-
pointment to a much {fuperior court [50].

Theﬂ Iafjt letter lord Chefterfield wrote to his be-
%oved fon is dated the 17th of October, 1768. It
1s full of the moft tender anxiety for his welfare,

. and
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and of his alarms upon receiving information that
Mr. Stanhope’s complaint was of a dropfical na-
ture. This was actually the cafe. Every medical
afliftance was tied in vain to relieve him. M,
Stanhope died of a dropfy, at a héufe in the
country near Avignon, on the 16th of Novem-
ber, 1468.

The effe¢t of this ftroke on lord Chefterficld
was fuch as might be expedted. if his lordfhip’s
age might be {ﬂpp{)fui to render him lefs mlcep
tible of impreflions, his infirmities made him lefs
capable of refifting them. The ftate of his health
was now become very critical. From the year
1756 his rheumatic complaints Lz1] and the gid-
dinefs in his head had been increafing ; but i!l(“)
procceded by flower, and, to himfelf at leaft,
much more imperceptible degrees, than his deaf-
nefs. The comparifon be feems conftantly to
have made between the lofs of hearing and that
of fight, proves fufficiently in what unufual efti-
mation he held the former. Every man almoft
Knows the value of his eyes, and may from thence
be taught to judge of what only the few, who are
formed for the more delicate enjoyments of con-
verfation, are capable of feeling under the cala-
mity our earl was afflicted with. Perhaps he
carried this matter rather too far, efpecially as his
defect amounted at moft only to a difficulty, not
a deprivation of the fenfe. By his own account,
all he required in order to be able to diftinguih
what was faid, was, that the perfon fpea!\mg
fhould not be at too great a diftance, and that

the voice fhould bz dire&ed in a ﬂraighr line

towards him. His other complaints were of 2
more f{erious nature; but even thefe admitted of
confiderable relief. The ufe of a milk diet, to
which, after a very fevere fit of illnefs in the
beginning of the year 175¢, he confined himfelf

almoft
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almoft entirely for fome time, was of peculiar
fervice to him. In this and the following year the
oeneral ftate of lord Chefterfield’s health {eems to
have been better than he had reafon to EXFC\.t yet
we do not find him {peaking of it with that chear-
fulnefs which his good-humour and lively difpo-
fition would lead us to imagine. The mind when
unoccupied by purfuits of pleafure, bufinefs or
ambition, naturally inclines to fpeculation; and
this, when influenced by perfonal infirmities, as
naturally contraéts a melancholy caft. It is no
v.-ondur then, that our gay and {prightly earl,
whom retirement, and the folitary occupations of
the library and the garden, affifted by the enemy
he fo much dreaded, the defect of hearing had in-
fenfibly conducted to this point, fhould, in fpeal-
ing of his health, expres himfelfin terms fome-
times bordering upon difguft and defpondency. For
this reafon we muft not be furprifed that, in fome
of his letters at this period, he defcribes himfelf
as totally unconnected with the world, detached
from life, bearing the burithen of it with patience
Jrom inflinét rather than reafon, and from that prin-
ciple alone, taking all proper methods 1o preferve i
[52]. It is true, he endeavours to glofs over thefe
ideas as the refult only of a philu[opm ¢ habit of
mind ; but it requires little care in the analyfing,
to difcover the genuine fource of them. This is
evident, whatev-: feeming moderation there may
othcrwm be, m the paffage where he compares
him(elf to Solomon, and exclaims with that dif-
appointed monarc‘n, ¢« All is vanity and vexation
of fpirit [53].” There is more good humour in the
refemblance he makes out between himf{elf and the
cabbages in his garden, which, 1n more than one
of his ];.ttu&, he jocofely ftyles his fellow vegerables.

There was another and more {triking mmpari-
fon brought home to the earl about this time. His
V.O]-:. I. P old
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old fervant White, who had lived with him forty
vears, was {eized with a d: ingerous fit of illnefs,

His {fentiments on this occ: ;ﬁoil, as exprefled in hi
letter to- the b“ mp rat W Jtumrd [.]_1. 13 are a ve-

m!:.mn of Eurm of the \..;O[t,j.. cltL.'l{.i]I'thf;ltS of
fympathy. The near equality of their age, the

time they had pafled together, the mutual decay
of conftitution, and the confequent doubt which

of them would arrive fooneft at their la 111 tage,

became matter of very intcrrﬂing CDI'."L-.‘:]'.HP.'.-‘lu-_nl
to the earl.

n other refpedts, lord Chefterfield’s vivacity
was uniform and undiminifthed. His attention to
public and private tranfactions ftill the fame,
The earl of Halifax was in the year 1761 ap.
pointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, and went over
to take pofleflion of his government immediately

after the coronation. The cL-.[vbt':ztccl (peech,
o 1

-'f1EL-.11 this nobleman opened the feflion of
arltament, is well known asa mafke
] f.:‘ﬂt(_i'[‘}-'. But it bad a further recom-
mendation to lord Chefterfield. The three great
objects propofed in it were, the encouras gement of
the Proteftant charter-fchools ; the im provement
of the linen manufacture; and the z:Jwvwr a

5 o B - b d_'l

'i'”'"'}'}""“ indulgence to Roman Ca L55].
Fhefe were the points lord Chefterfield had moft

| m 2 5 e - . o (PR = ':-,_-n

at 1'11:_2][_‘ P'\F') mMan . d5 Wg }:r.l.'\. ur'.'\.u._l':- 1CEl

Knew beter than he did the real interef
couitry; or had purfued it with more fuccefs; the
face of the whole kingdom having been changed
during his wife and clmitfc;-'cﬂr;-d adminiftration,
His zeal for the welfare of Ireland, which com-
menced at that p":iic;c] did not ceafe with his of-

fice. HL‘ continued to w: ‘HH over it with a kind

dgs 30
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promoted or improved. The eftablithment for
encouraging Proteftant charter-{chools had been
fet on foot by the bithops of Waterford and
Meath, and lord Chefterfield had fubfcribed to-
wards it [56]. The promotion of Irith manufac-
tures, particularly thofe of linen, is ftrongly re-
commended in feveral of his letters to the bifhop
and in thofe to Mr. Prior {57]. In {peaking up-
on this point, he frequently takes occafion to de-
plore the too prevalent cuftom of hard drinking in
Ireland. [58]. The importation of five thoufand
uns of wine, communibus annis, he confiders asa
melancholy proof of this fatal cuftom; and hu-
moroufly adds, that a clarer-board, if there were
one, would be much better attended than the linen-
board [59]. He exhorts the Irith to mind their
fpinning and weaving, and lay afide their politics.
Mild treatmen: and an ealy unfuflpicious inter-
courfe with the Roman Catholics had been the
rule of lord Chefterfield’s government, in a crifis,
which might well have juftified the moft rigorous
exccution of the laws againft them. It was his
conftant maxim, that gentle ufage was the moft
Iikely means to keep them quiet, if not to gain
them over; and he urged it again in the year
1757, as the beft advice he could give at a period,
which he efteemed little lefs dangerous than that
of his own adminiftration.

The expulfion of the Jefuits from France,
“-'!ﬁd] happened about this time, was an event
of too extraordinary a nature not to attract the
attention of our earl. Though they had with
great ability refifted feveral powerful attacks, that
had been made againft them, yet this, he ob-
ferves, appeared to be the decifive flroke; and
he ventures to prooounce, that they will never

1

recover it [60]. The {ubfequent hiftory of that

learned, but pernicious fociety, hath f{ully con-
P2 firmed
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frmec

1 this propkecy. Thc-ir' difgrace in Francs
bath been followed by their expulfion from al
parts of the world. ‘They have been banifhed
even from Parag
J‘, i[‘}, ed the }\.I‘lf”lu n of their own creation g and
where, m.L{)ldn'lg to the opinion of the celebrated
Montefquieu, the good laws and inftitutions
they had made, feemed to promife an eter-
nal duration of their fway, and might be admit-
ted as an apology for their ambition [61]. The

ear| {eems to have carried his obfervation ftill far-
ther on this fubjeét, and to have extended it to
the religious, as well as political, dominion of the
pope; the permanence of which he feems to
doubt, and gravely admonifhes a lady in France,

that be trembles for the ,fmf}r fatber bimfelf in the
next century [62].  The feizure of a confiderable
part of the papal territories, within a few years
after, had the appearance of anticipating con-
fiderably his lordfhip’s prediction.

Ll&\., “J‘.l“ [1 IHL* IJ] |_)._, €Iy ‘.}\EUL-L

From the beginning of the year 1*;65, the ef-
fects of that flow and o rradual progrefs towards dif-

folution, which the earl had fo ma y years experi-
enced, became more vifible. Tl 'J.lg.: he de-
feribes himfelf mthcr as gliding ge r]y along the
fteep, than hurried down the pw,\_lp: e, yet the
u:t;::pfa:;:i: he I']']"il-"" of the difficulty he finds in
'-a'Lit:f::, ind. the intervals between his letters to
the bithop-of Waterford, which are the moft re-
gularly continued of any we find in this pmu:l to

his friends, are fure indications of a VEry confider-

;-.hf.-c change. It 15 evident, however, that hisfa-
i s o
tics were not 1n the leaft 1 ]‘“-J!’t(t; and what 1s

1o

EXtraf )‘U’.l anry 1,., [..}\ COITEl I"‘ " ence \“Lll i; s lon 15
- +m 1] o= are =] !-1.:| e

not lefs punctual, nor the intelligence he gives
~ public affairs, from time to time, lefs 11

RN e e T SN <ot el 2 = :1_..
LCICiting of lefs entertaini 0g than rormerty.
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very unequal to the fhock, lord Chefterfield re-
ceived the news of Mr. Stanhope’s death: an on-
ly and moft tenderly-beloved fon, on whofe edu-
cation the utmoft care and attention a fond parent
1 capable of had been beftowed ; of whofe fuc-
cefs in hfe the moft fanguine expectations had
been formed ; and for whofe fake chiefly his fa-
ther feemed now to fupport the remaining bur-
then of a painful and tedious exiftence. The
affli¢tion of icfelf was fufficient; but it was en-
hanced by another, fcarce lefs diftrefling, piece
of intelligence. It was announced by a lady,
who took this firft opportunity of acquainting the
earl that the had been married to Mr. Stanhope
feveral years, and had two children by him, which
were then with her. Whatever lord Chefterficld’s
feelings might be at receiving this authentic in-
formation of a clandeftine engagement, contract-
ed by his fon fo long before, concealed with fo
much art and induftry, and brought to light at
fuch an inftant, he did not confound the inno-
cent with the guilty. He took upon himfelf
the care of providing for the children, and
formed Mrs, Stanhope, that the thould be exon
rated from the expence of their future mainge-
nance.

-1
11i=

=
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Lord Chefterfield’s deareft hopes being thus de-
feated, he endeavoured to fill up the vacancy by
an attention truly becoming his character and
rank. He had in the year 147649 adopted the
{Uﬂ of his kinfman Mr. Stanhope of Mansfield,
hE_lr to the title, but not to the eftates [63]. At
this advanced time of life we find him with un-
tommon care, and even anxiety, fuperintending
the education of his fucceflor; and it is remarka-
ble, with what fatisfaction he acquaints the bifhop
of Waterford with the early profpeéts of his im-

provement
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provement [64]. The choice he mad= of a per-

ion to accompany the young gentleman in ki
R e 1 Al e $hnrare B et e
travels, and to take the care of his LT'k,lLICfl 1on, wag

e e T o oyt e P s R
worthy of himfell [6:]; and the correfpon-

dence, which, notwithfta; ding his infirmities, he
regularly kept up with him, is an undoubted
proof Low much he had at heart the future tuftre
of the honours he bore, Thefe letters have not
yet appeared under any fan&ion of authority;
but the principle of them is fo noble, and the
end propofed fo becoming the ligaity of a great
name, that it is hoped they will not always be
withheld from the public. It is plain, from a let-
ter of the earl’s to Mr. Dayrolles, dated Sept.
10, 1772, that this attention continued the fame

.

to the end of his life.

In the year 1741, the earl’s good friend the
bifhop of Waterford met with a very fevere mif-
fortune in his family, His fon Mr. Chenevix, 4
gentleman of the moft promifing expectation, had
it not been for a confumptive habit (of which his
conflitution gave early {ymptoms) fell a facrifice
to that fatal cli{temp:r,nr)twithﬁamiing all his care
by regularity of diet and exercife to put a ftop to
it.  Hedied at Nice, to which place he had been
fent by his indulgent father, in the fond hope of
reftoring his health. Lord Chefterficld’s friend-
thip for the bithop of Waterford was teo trong
to be merely perfonal. It extended to his whole
family. The bifhop’s brother, lieutenant-colonel
Chenevix of the Carabineers, had received marks
of the earl’s regard and confidence during his ad-
miniftration in Ireland, and had acquitted himfelf
with an ability and integrity fuitable to the truft
repofed in him [66]. The death of this gallant
and worthy officer, which happened in the year
1758, was much regretted by his lordfhip. The
lame caufe operating in a greater degree, and

aided,
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et aided, moreover, by that partiality our earl al- 1769
hi ways feems to have entertained for the nfing HtO
i generation, wherever he difcovered the dawnings 1773
In- of merit to juftify it, had from the beginning
he | warmly interefted him in favour of young Mr.
te Chenevix. He made frequent inquiries about
te him, and in particular we find him in the
10t year 1761 earneftly congratulating the bifhop
Vs on the fuccefs of his fon at the univerfity, and
he on the report of his being likely to anfwer not
sat only the hopes, but the wifhes of his worthy fa-
be ther [67]. 'Thefe congratulations are repeated in
et- 1767, when Mr. Chenevix firft appeared in the
pt. pulpit [68]. The earl’s letter to the bithop of the
ne 19th December 1471, is a letter of condolence on
the melancholy event of his fon’s death. This is

the laft letter from the earl to the bifhop in this

he l collection ; and it is probably the laft he ever
i | wiote to him : his correfpondence thus clofing
d ‘ with the kind office of endeavouring to adminifter
id comfort to his friend, labouring under the fame
1is affliction he had himfelf but lately experienced.
o]

It is obfervable, that he prefcribes to him the fame
Ie kind of relief,  7%e care of your grandfon, fays the

o carl, will be 4 proper avocation [rom Yyour grief.
;} We have already given an account of lord
2 Ch&‘i’fel'ﬁcld’s health to the year 1969. From that
g ;;Tlca _the_ only ma_terla‘] aft.ﬁif.fltloﬂ in it was a
e ubborn inflammation in his eyes, which fre.
;?1 quently deprived him of the only comfort he had
& left. His fears upon this occafion, left he thould
E totally lofe the blefling of fight, are exprefled in
i the- ﬁl‘@ngef’t terms. It 1s obferved in the notes
#t ﬁlbjﬂined to a few of his laft letters to the bithop
it | of f"“"ﬂtﬁ_f ford, that the originals are fome of them
g written ina very trembling hand ; and that there
el are others which are evidently in the hand-writing
d of
k
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of another perfon, This goes no further than the
latter end of 1771. Tam informed, from private
authority [69], that the few letters the earl fent
in the year 1772, were all dictated to an ama-
nuenfis, and only figned by him.

Lord Chefterfield had now, as he himfelf men-
tions out-lived almoft all his friénds and contem-
poraries, He had ftill, however, one brother
living, Sir William btdnhopc; vho had for fome
years been in a very precarious ftate of health,
and had been obliged to pafs his winters in th“
{outh of France, in order to avoid the rigour of
this chimate. In the fummer 1472, Sir William,
on his annual return to England, was taken fud-
denly ill, and died near Dijon, not being able to
proceed any further on his journey [40].

Lord Chefterfield himfelf had been feized in the
beginning of the fame fummer with a diarrboes,
which baffled the beft endeavours of the medical
art. He mentions it in the laft letter to his
friend Mr. Dayrolles, publithed in this coliection,
dated Sept. 24, 1472. This fymptom continued
more or lefs troublefome ever after, and was in
the end the caufe of his death. He was afflicted
vith no other illnefs, and remained to the lait free
from all manner of pain, enjoying his furprizing
memory and prefence of mind to his lateft breath;
perfe L'[!” compofed and refigned to part with life,
and only regretting, that death was fo tardy to
meet him.

Upon the morning of his deceafe, and about

an hour before it happened, Mr. Dayrolles
called upon him to make his ufual vifit. When
he had entered the room, the waler de chambre
opening the curtains of the bed announced M.
Dayrolles to his lordfhip. 'The earl juft found
ftrength
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ftre ’5
Dayrol

was ]‘.cﬁrcl to fpeak. They were characteriftic ;

| ] - o L : (T Rl AT
th enough, in a faint voice, to fay, Give
: T LG - DAl e
lles @ Chair. 'Thefe were the laft words he

and were remarked by the very able and attentive
phyfician hl] who was then in the room. His
good breeding, faid that gentleman, only quits bim

with bis f'._f.c-

Thus died, on the 24th day of March, 1473,
Philip-Dormer Stanho P, ear]l of Chefterfield ;
nobleman unequalled in his time, for variety of
talents, brilliancy of wit, politenefs, and elegance
of converfation. At once a man of pleafure and
of bufinefs; yet never fuffering the former to
encroach upon the latter. * His embafly in Holland
marks his fkill, dexterity, and addr(‘f'ﬂ, as an able
negotiator. Ill, Jd.m;nlunnrm in Ireland, where
his name is ftill revered by all ranks and orders
of men, indicates his integrity, vigilance, and
found pn]fcy as a ftatefman. His fpeeches 1n
parliament fix his reputation as a diftinguifhed
orator, in a refined and uncommon fpecies of
cloquence. His conduét in public life was up-
nght, confcientious, and fteady: in private,
friendly and affeftionate: in both, pleafant,
amiable, and conciliating.

Thefe were his ¢ uht!-rcicza;--—mt thofe who
furpafs him {peak of his defeéls.

END OF THE MEMOIRS.
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NOTES of the INTRODUCTION.

1] SF‘ZVERE—XL of the Roman writers have owned
this. Livy, in particular, exprefles himfelf in the follow-
wg manner : * Vitiatam memoriam funebribus laudibus
“ reor, falfifque imaginum titulis, dum familiz ad fe
quaque famam rerum geftarum honorumque fallente
mendacio trahunt. Inde certe et fingulorum gefta,
et publica monumenta rerum confufa.” Liv. VIIL 40.
[2] In his life of Atticus, indeed, he holds a much
fuperior rank, for he was his contemporary,

[3] In a converfation which I had with his lordfhip,
foon after his eleGtion into the French academy of nferip
1inits md belles lettres, 1 mentioned, as it was not unlikely
that I might be called upon to {cnd to his pew aflociates
fome account of his life, it were to be withed, that he
would furnith me with materials for fuch a tafk. This
he thought fit to decline, though not averfe from the
propofal. His lordfhip deLﬁl) added, that few or no
lives could ftand. the “teft of minute examination. Yet I
have reafon to believe, that he had himfelf fome inten-
tion of this kind, and was perhaps at that very time em-
}Jl”}t.d in - the uud(rtmmg The bifhop of Waterford,
his chaplain and friend, exprefles his furprife that rmrhmu
thould have been found among the late earl’s papers con-
cerning tLL hiftory of his own times. * His lordfhip,”
he fays,  repeated to him more than once, that he was

s .-Jmng it, as far as his memory (which was a good
“ one) would furnith him with matter ;”’ and lord &}——
l.u.c mother was firft coufin to lord Chefterfield, aiﬁircd
the bithop as having it from Sir William Stanhope, that
one dm,, upon his brother’s ﬂlu.n ing him his manufcripts,
he had told him, that by his will he had left him the pub-
lication of them ; and then added, publifh them as foon as
J Ol ﬂ.ut.
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1ftake 1n Collins’s Peer: age of T]ghrd, vol.

n
. p. 270. the time of his birth is p..u-d one year later,
ord Chefte Hﬁl often mentioned this to his friends ;
but he did not think it worth while to have it correed,
‘his particular I firft learned from Dr. “\imm ley, phy-
fician to Chelfea hofpital, a friend to the earl and as it
appears from one of his letters to him f’zum’v collection
publifhed by Mrs. Eugenia. Stanhope, vol. IL p. 603,
ato), exactly of the fame age. This date might be con-
firmed by N” ages of his letters to his fon and to other
perfons, and it will be found of fome importance from
an anecdote hereafter related.
[2] Their family has been eftablithed in the north of
E[*gund for many centuries, even before the time of
Edward L ; but from the reign of that king’s grandfon,
their prit ,upq eftates have been in Notting *hamfhm and
i Derbyfhire. See Collins’s Peerage, p. 257.
[2] The earls of Stanhope, }Imll["f’"(JIl &ec.
]er The duke of Newcaftle, the earl of Huntingdon,

lord Southwell, &c.

[5] John l’ol\,smiu‘ of Kerkhoven, lord of Heenvliet.
-\ 1derla I'ldit.i"L Hiftori 1€, BDOI\ XL p. ?9?

[6] This may account for his being at leaft a tacit pro-

moter of the revolution, and for his joining with the

ourt on fome important qucihnn , and n particular in
one of the protefts of the year 1689, againft the facra-
mental teft, which excluded plotd‘rant d flenters as well
as catholics from public employments. It is affirmed in
the Peerage (ibid.), that he received his education with
the late 1\_”10' William ; but this is furely an anachronifm,
as he was feventeen u.us older than that prince.

[7] That part of the king’s forefts on this fide Trent,
near Nottingham, where the f famous Robinhood lived,

called
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called B'a{m*.’?_}' wood, 15 part of Sherwood foreft, and is en .
tailed on the Chdh,lm,ld title,

[8] I cannot refift the temptation of tranfcribing
(though I will not venture to tranflate it) this lord’s cha-
acfc: as it was drawn by the mafterly hand of count
Anthony Hamilton, who, hrln‘:g followed king James

o

in his exile, was one of the > principal ornaments of the
court of St. Germain, and there compofed feveral French
pieces full of wit and I1=1“ our.  His principal work, en-
titled, Memoires du comte de Grammont (vilely tranflated
by Boyer), contains more authentic, though (candalous,
anecdotes of thofe licentious times than any other extant.
The count deferibes this lord Chefterfield, to whom we
fhall foon fee he could not be very partial, in the follow-
ing terms.  * 1] avoit le vifage fort agréable, la téte affez
% bcHe peu de taille et moins d’air. Il ne manquoit pas
“ defprit.  Un long féjour en Italie lui en avoit com-
Immiquf la cérémonie dans le commerce des hommes,
et la défiance dans celui des femmes. 1l avoit été fort
ai du roi (Charles 11) parce qu’il avoit été fort aimé
cL la Caftlemaine. Le bruit commun étoit qu’il avoit
€u fes bonnes graces, avant qu'elle fut mariée ; et com-
me ni un ni I’ cmv ne s'en défendoit, on le croyoit
aflez volontiers.” Mem. de G Grammont, ch. VIII.
[9] The partiality of lady Chefterfield to GLorgL Ha-

milton, the hiftorian’s brothe er, and to the duke of York ;
and t hc adventure which 1}

cl
ci
144
(14
(11
(44

114

1appened on her being remov-
ed by her lord to his country-feat, an event occafioned
by the inftigation of the former r lover, and the unguard-
El’*'1;1\!mtr A the latter, are ad; mirably related b\ the
lame author. It is with regret that 1 find myfelf under
the neceflity of ur‘-lli..lu; this humorous account ; I fhall
only tranfcribe the following paflage. « La cour fut
- rcmmm de cet événement, mais peu de gens approu-
volent le pmml de my lord Che fterfield. On regar-
doit avec €tonnement en Angleterre un Homme qui
avoit la :m”wn néteré d’etre jaloux de fa femr“ €; mais
dans la ville ce fur un pnmm inconnu jufqu’alors de
VOIr un mari recourir a ces ‘moyens violens pour pré-
* venir ce que craint et q jue mérite la jaloufie, On ex-
cufoit ]‘ut.-nut le pauvre Chefterficld autant qu’on
:UIUILL‘:J.L: sattirer la haine publique, en %(I f\u la

* mauvaile

14
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“ mauvaife éducation qu'il avoit eue. Toutes les meres
¢« promirent bien a Dieu que leurs enfants ne mettroient
¢¢ jamais le piéd en Italie pendant leurs vies, pour en rap-
¢ porter cette vilaine habitude de contraindre leurs fem-
“ mes.” Ibid. Among the wits who diftinguifhed them-
{felves on this occafion, were St. Evremond, the earls of
Rochefter and Deorfet, Sir Charles bLu'L} Sir G-L‘Gi'gc
Etheredge, and many more.

[10] In the neighbourhood of T'wickenham.

f11] This dedication, like moft others, 1s a fulfome
panegyric. Nothing, {ays an ingenious author, fpeaking
of our poet, can exce d the fn“”L of a genealogiff but that
af a dedicator. (W d.]pf.’ll s Noble Authors) Mr, Dryden’s
patron, at the ume that he debafed himfelf {o much as to
accept of this incenfe, was in his grand climactenic, His
grandfon, at a much earlier period, would have rejected
1t with mdiw nation. :

[12] The following information I fince reczived from
the bifhop of Waterford. *¢ The earl of Chefterfield’s
¢t father was educated at Wefltminfter-fchool, under the
¢ famous Dr. Bufby, and was thought to have ftrong
¢ parts. He was a high tory, if not a Jacobite ; for he
¢ waseven fulpefied to have fent money to the pretender,
¢¢ and was difpléafed that his fon had accepted any em-
¢ ployment, particularly one which he did not think
¢ confiderable enough for a perfon of his rank and for-
¢ rune. He was, as I have often heard, of a morofe
“ dilpofition, of violent pafiions, and often thought that
¢ people behaved ill to him, when they did not m the
¢ Jeaft intend it.’

[13] The un]qwq of Halifax died in Ifm-:.) a year
after the birth of a gra andfon, who may, pu[mpa ;ulu-_
be u(:mpﬂxcd to him in extent of L:l!‘JuL]L\ fertility of
genius, and brilliancy of wit. They both d.ﬂlhgt:JJlui
themfelves in parhament by their eloquence ; at court,
by their knowledge of the world; 1n company, by
their art of pica[ ing. They 'w'.un. both very uletu
to their fovereigns, though not much attached eithet
to the prerogaive or to the perfon of any king

hey both knew, humoured, and df“p’“d the di?-
ferent pditiLS 'Ihr'* Fpicm‘“" philofophy - was their

common ftudy. Lord Halifax drew a mafterly character
f
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of bithop Burnet, and a ftill more elaborate one of king
Charles II.; and he wrote maxims not much inferior
to thofe of La Rochefoucanlt, Lord Chefterfield has
left moral effays which Addifon and Swift would not have
difowned ; and fketches or charatters worthy of his grand-
father’s pen. The advice of the one to his daughter,
and the letters of the other to his fon, may alfo admit of
a comparifon,

This was already written, when I had the fatisfaction
to find that my idea was confirmed by the bifhop of Wa-
terford. I quote his letter, as it contains a remarkable
ftroke of lord Halifax’s wit,

“ I have heard that his lordfhip (the earl of Chefter-
“ field) had much of the fame kind of wit as his grandfa-
¢ ther the marquis of Halifax, An an{wer of his, which his
“ lordthip told me, 1s, I think, fome proof of it. At the
* beginning of the revolution, feveral perfonsof rank who
had been very zealous and ﬁ*rwceaulu in bringing about
this happy event, but at the fame time had no great a-
bilities, applied for fome of the moft confiderable em-
ployments in the government. The marquis being
confulted upon this, anfwered ; [ remember to bave read
 biftory that Rome was faved by geefes but 1 do not re-
member that thefe geefe were made ¢ ;J::Zs 2
[14] Of the fr)m, Sir William Stanhope was next to lord
Chefterfield in birth. He was by no means deftitute of
partsand vivacity ; but his turn of mind, fomewhat fimi-
lar to his father’s, made him fo great a favourite, that
while the father allowed his cldeft fon only an an nual fhi-
pend of five hundred pounds, he fettled upon the fecond,
on his marriage, his Buckinghamfhire eftate, worth eight
thoufand nounds a year. Sir William reprefented the
county micxcml parliaments, and on the revival of the order
of the Bath in 1725, he was elected one of the knights.
The third fon John was, 1 know not for what re.»,.{on, en-
tirely omitted in his father’s will ; but Jord Chefterfield al-
lowed him above a tnouﬂmd pout \ds a year, procured him
a feat in parliament for Nottingham, and employed hlm
as fecretary of embafly at the Hague. He inherited,
1736, an eftate of three thoufand pounds a year, left by
their uncle lord Charles Wotton to the fourth fon Charles,
and entailed upon the other bmmcn; and, i cafe of ﬂn-

VoL, I, 28 lure
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lure of iffue male, upon earl Stanhope and his heirs, |
am informed by lady Chefterfield, that this Charles Stan-
hope was a man of a moft amiable difpofition. OF the twg
daughters, lady Gertrude Hotham is ftill living, and pre-
{erves, in an advanced age, her brother’s manly wit, u
nited with every female virtue. She was alfo brought up
by lady Halifax,

[15] “ My father was neither defirous nor able to ad-
¢ vife me.” Cheft. Let. to his fon, vol. I p. 215,

He left, however, to lord Chefterfield, by his will, hi
whole perfonal eftate, together with the two real effates
in Derbyfhire and Nottinghamfthire, and the reverfion of
that in Buckinghamfhire. Lord Chefterfield, out of
friendthip to Sir William Stanhope, confented to his -
ing out to the value of one thoufand pounds a year, to paj
fome debts,

[16] She was daughter to the honourable William Pier
point.  Collins’s Peerage, II. 270.

[17] “ When I was at your age (about eleven years
“ old) I fhould have been afhamed if any boy of that age
¢ had learned his book better, or played at any play bet-
* ter than [ did ; and I fhould not have refted a moment

till I had got beforehim.” Letters to his fon, vol. L P. 156.
[18] Richard Cromwell died July 13, 1712, at Chef
hunt in Hertfordthire. Biograph, Britan,

[19] He was, from his infancy, accuftomed to fpesk
French, having had a female-fervant, born in Normandy,
to attend him; but her language was not very pure.
When lord Chefterfield was laft at Paris in 1741, M
Fontenelle having remarked that he had fomething of @
Norman accent, afked him, whether he had not firft
learned French from a perfon of that province, Hi
lordfhip anfwered, that the obfervation was very juft.

[22] There is {omething very pleafing in obferving

L

(11

the firft dawnings of fuch a man’s genius ; and thefe ar
ftrongly apparent in the letters which I think myfelf hap-
Py to be able to communicate to the public in their origi
nal'drefs. I owe them to an intimate friend of mine who
was related to Mr. Jouneau. ‘They will be added to this
account,

[23] It cannot be difowned, that at a more advanced
period of life, he fhewed no great partiality to his Al
Mater, having neither fent his fon, nor his fucceﬂb{g] 0

either
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either univerfity, ‘This may be accounted for from his
great defire of facrificing to the Graces; and thefegoddefles
muft certainly have been not a little difgufted at fome of
the academical practices pointed out in the following paf-
fage. “ When Ifirft went to the univerfity, Idrank and
“ {moaked, notwithftanding the averfion T had to wine
“ and tobacco, only becaufe I thought it genteel, and
“ that it made me look like a man.” = Letters to his fon,
vol. I p. 316.

[24] With Dr. Johnfon of Trinity Hall, and profeffor

civil law at Cambridge, He was a man of parts and
abilities, and a zealous whig.

[25] Profeflor Saunderfon, who, though deprived of
his eyes, taught his pupils to make the beft ufe of theirs.

[26] His private tutor was Mr. Crow, member of the
college, and bred up at Eton fchool. He was a very
good Latin and Greek fcholar, and, having taken the de-
gree of doctor of divinity, was made chaplain to Dr. Gib-
fon bifhop of London, and afterwards to George Il. The
refpectable prelate, to whom I am obliged for this and
feveral other interefting particulars, informs me, that
when lord Chefterfield was at the univerfity, he ufed to
ftudy in his apartment, without ftirring out of it till 6
o'clock in the evening.

[27] “ When I firft came into the world—at nine-
“ teen, I left the univerfity of Cambridge, where I was
an abfolute pedant. When I talked my beft, I talked
Horace; when I aimed at being facetious, I quoted
Martial ; and when I had a mind to be a fine gentle-
man, | talked Ovid. I was convinced that none but
thf: ancients had common fenfe ; that the claflics con-
tamed every thing that was either neceflary or ufeful,
or ornamental to men : and I was not without thoughts
of wearing the toga virilis of the Romans, inftead of the
. Vulgar and illiberal drefs of the moderns.”” Letters to
his fon, vol. II. p. 168.

[28] Of what confequence lord Chefterfield thought
cloquence to be, as the only way of malking a figure'in par-
liament, appears from feveral of his letters; and in pari-
cular the LXIX, vol. II. and how much this was his ob-

Jectat the univerfity, may be feen from the following
Q2 quotation,
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quotation, “ So long ago as when I was at Cambridge?
* whenever I read pieces of eloquence (and indeed they
were my principal ftudy) whether ancient or modern,
¢ I ufed to write down the fhining paflages, and then
¢ tranflate them as well and as elegantly as ever T could;
*“if Latin or French, into Englith ; if Englith into French,
This, which I practifed for fome years, not only im-
proved and formed my ftyle, but imprinted in my
mind and memory the beft thoughts of the beft authors,
"The trouble was little, but the experience I have ac-
quired was great.” Ibid. p. 328,

[29] Mr. Knight him(elf, a member and an ornament
of the college in which lord Chefterfield received his edu-
cation, has moft obligingly furnifhed me with the follow-
ing dates. 'The honourable Philip Stanhope was admitted
at Trinity hall, Cambridge, Auguft 1712, and quitted it
December 1714.

[20] In his letter to Mr. Jouneau, dated from the
Hague, 1oth of Auguft, N, S, the day before the death
of queen Ann. He was going to leave that place when
he wrote this letter.

[31] * Whenl went abroad, I firft went to the Hague,
““ where gaming was much in fathion, and where I ob
“ ferved that many people of fhining rank and character
¢ gamed too, I was then young enough and filly enough
¢ tobelieve that gaming was one of their accomplifhments;
¢ and as 1 aimed at perfection, I adopted gaming as 4
“ neceflary ftep toit. Thus I acquired by error the habit
“ of a vice, which, far from adorning my character, has,
¢ I am confcious, been a great blemith in it.”” Letter to
his {on, vol. 1L p. 352.

[32] Mr. Gervais late dean of Tuam, who attended
lord Burlington in his travels, and was often prefent at
thefe interviews, gave this account to the bithop of Wi
terford.

[33] Letter to Mr. Jouneau, dated Paris, 4th Decem:
ber, 1714. -

[34] See lord Chefterfield’s Mifcellaneous Pieces, N
XX XXIV,

[35] Letters to his fon, vol. I, Lett. CLLXXXI.
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26] See letters to his fon, and in particular letter
CLXXXI. in vol. I. His lordfhip deferibes n it, with great
vivacity and wit, his embarraflment and confufion on being
firft introduced into the company of ladies of diftinétion in
France, and of the noviciate he was engaged in by one
of thefe ladies. It was very natural that he fhould re-
commend the means which fucceeded with him, to one
whom he fo ardently withed to bring up to his level,

[37] See the above letter to Mr. jouneau

[q‘n] They make part of a very curious collection of
original letters, lately prefented to the Britith Muleum by
my Cfriend and colleague Doctor Charles Morton.

[39] The fame account was given me by my late ex-
cellent friend, Dr. Birch, and is found in fome of the pa-
pers he left to the Britifh Mufeum, of which he was one
of the firft truftees, and has thewn himfelf a moft gene-
rous benefactor,

[40] Particulars of Bolingbroke’s retirement, from Dr,
Birch’s papers,

NOTES




P 238 ]

NOTES OF SECTION IL

1] TH E death of Lewis XIV, happened the begin-
ning of September 1715, while an enterprize was on
foot in favour of the pretender

[2] “ If milder meafures had been purfued, certain it
15, that the tories would never have univerfally em-
* braced jacobitifim. The violence of the whigs forced
“ them into the arms of the pretender.” So fays lord
Bolingbroke. See letter to Sir William Wyndham, p,
86, 8.

[3] See the debatesin the houfe of commons, vol, VI,
Though thefe parliamentary journals, as well as the pro-
ceedings of the houfe of peers, are deftitute of fufficient
authority to authenticate all the particulars of the fpeech:
€s ; yet as thofe perfons who- were principally concerned
have not difowned them, they may be quoted as being upon
the whole not very defeétive. This fpeech of lord CheF
terfield was delivered on the sth of Auguft 1715 ; and
as we know from himfelf, that he fpoke a month (or rather
fix weeks) before he was of age, the date mentionedin
the beginning is fufficiently: afcertained. The bifhop ot
Waterford’s account of this tranfaction differs in a few
particulars of no great importance. I had this, I thik,
from unqueftionable authority.

4] A perfon under the age of twenty-one years cai
be elected to fit in parliament; the eleftion is void;
and for {itting and voting in the houfe of commons, the
forfeit is /. s00. Jacob’s Law Dictionary. .
5] See the humorous account he gives of this noviciate
etter CLXXXI, to his fon, vol. L.

6] John Dalrymple, earl of Stair, a nobleman equally
eminent for his activity, fpirit, and abilities, in the cabl

netand in the field. S
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[4] Sce the French letter of the earl of Stair to {ecre-
tary Craggs, printed in the fame volume with lord Bo-
lingbroke’s letter to Sir William E\-";{::dham, L.ondon,
1753, A friend aflures me, that the circumftances con-
rained in this letter relative to the pretender may be de-
pended upon. I cannot help fulpeéting that the remark-
able words of bifhop Atterbury, when, on being put on
fhore at Calais, and hearing that lord Bolinbreke, who
had juft obtained his pardon, was arrived there on his
way to England, he faid, Then we are exchanged, conveyed
an infinuation that his lordfhip was rewarded for the in-
formations procured of the confpiracy for which the br-
(hop fuftered. -

[8] This appears from the following anecdote which I
owe to the bithop of Waterford, who had it from his no-
ble patron. “ During the time of the debates on the Excife
«“ Bill, the queen endeavoured to perfuade lord Stair not
“ to be concerned in the oppofition. - She told him that
“ fhe withed, for his fake, that he would not meddle with
“ politics, but would confine himfelf to the affairs of
“ the army, as being a better judge of them: to which
“ he anfwered ; Madam, if I had not meddled with po-
“ litics, I fhould'not now have the honour of paying
my refpeéts to you ; hinting, by this, that her majefty
owed the crown to his conduct when ambaflador at Pa-
ris during the time of the rebellion 1n 1415.”

[9] Seethe earl of Stair’s fecond memorial prefented to
the regent after the pretender’s return to Paris,

[10] In the year 1694, the 6th of William and Mary.

[10*] Letters to his fon, vol. IL p. 24z.

[11] He even thought a period of {feven years too fhort
for Ireland, and exprefled himfelf to the b?ihop of Wa-
terford in the following manner. “ You are all wild about
“ elettions in Ireland, and want, it feems, to have all
the ill-blood, expence, and riot, which they occafion,
renewed every feven years. I with you would be quiet,
tf_Dr I, prophecy that you will get no goed by your poli-
ics.’

‘l[kz} “ That {hameful method of governing, which
- 1ad been gamning ground infenfibly ever fince Chars
= les IL has, with uncommon fkill and unbounded pro-

¢ ‘{fulion,
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“ fufion, been brought to a degree of perfetion, which,

L

L

¢ and mutt, if not checked (and God knows how it ¢an
“ now be checked), ruin it.”

[r3] Letters to hisfon, ibid. Lett, LXXXIX.

[14] The prince was offended that at the chriftening
of his fon the duke of Newcaftle ftood as Godfatcher ., and
he exprefled his refentment in fuch a manner as drcyw up-
on him his father’s indignation.  The prince often told
lord Chefterfield, ¢ That little things affeéted him more
“ than great ones; and he was often put {o much out of
“ humour, at his private levee, by a miftake or blunder
of a valet de chambre, that the gaping croud admitted to
his public levee would, from his looks and filence, have
concluded, that he had juft received fome dreadfil
¢ news, Tacitus, added his lordthip, would always have
¢ been deceived by him *’

[15] A much more diftant relation; for he wasde-
{fcended from Sir John Stanhope, father of the firft eal
of Chefterficld, by a fecond wife. He was employed un-
der this reign as envoy-extraordinary and plenipotentiary
at the court of Spain, and greatly diftinguithed himflf
as a negotiator. Thelate king appointed him his ambaff-
dor to the fame court, and advanced him to the dignity of
a peer, by the title of lord Harrington. He pafled fic-
ceflively through the great offices of ftate, and was almoft
all his life-time engaged in a different intereft from that of
lord Chefterfield, being fometimes preferred to him, and
fometimes fuperfeded by him,

[16] By the firft of thefe ads, all perfonsin places of
profit and truft, who aflifted at any place of worfhip
where the common prayer was not ufed, forfeited their
places; and, by the fecond, no perfon in Great Britain
and Ireland was allowed, under pain of imprifonment, to
keep any fchool, or be tutor or fchool-mafter, that had
not fubfcribed to the declaration to conform to the church
of England, obtained a licence from the diocefan, re-
ceived the facrament accorditig to the communion of the
church, and abftained from reforting, at leaft for a twelve-
month, to any conventiclé of the diffenters,

[17] Lord Guernfey’s claufe was to compel any per-
fon who took the abjuration cath, to acknowledge the di-
ving

&l
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at this time, difhonours and diftrefles this country,
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vine infpiration of the bible, and the doérine of the Tri-
nity, It wasrejeted by a great majority.

{18] By this bill the number of Englith peers was not
to be enlarged beyond fix; the vacancies, in cafe of ex-
tinction of titles, were to be fupported by the crown ; and,
inftead of the fixteen peers eletted for Scotland at every
new parliament, twenty-five were to be made hereditary
members of the houfe of lords for that kingdom, and that
number kept upin cafe of failures,

[1g9] General Stanhope,

| 20/ Colonel William Stanhope and his brother Charles
Stanhope,

[21] The king, who was at fupper, was no fooner in-
formed of the earl’s death, than unable to conceal his orief,
and with tears in his eyes, he rofe from table, and with-
drew. ‘The countefs of Chefterfield, who was prefent,
favoured me with this account of that kimng’s great fenfi-
bility. Lord Chefterfield himfelf, many years afterwards,
found an opportunity of exprefling his fentiments of that
1obleman’s merit in. the following words, * The bill now
“ before us (that for reftraining the power of the crown,
* with regard to the difmiflion of officers) is in the very
fame terms with a bill drawn up in the laft reign by as
able and honeft a minifter as ever ferved the crown.
He was indeed an honeft and difinterefted minifter ;
for he had the happinefs of his country fo much at
heart, that he neglected his own, and has left little elfe
to his fon but the honour of having a feat among your
lordfhips.” Debates of the Houfe of Lords, vol. IV.
P. 200.

[22] The lords juftices appointed on this occafion were,
the archbithop of Canterbury, lord chancellor Parker,
lord Townfhend lotd prefident, the duke of Kingfton lord
privy feal, the duke of Argyll lord fteward, the duke of
Newcaftle lord chamberlain, the duke of Grafton lord
lieutenant of Ireland, the dukes of Bolton, Devonthire,
Marlborough, and Roxburgh, the earl of Sunderland, the
carls Berkeley and Stanhope, and Mr, fecretary Craggs,

. [23] From Spain, almoft during this whole reign, and
M 1717 from Sweden and Ruflia. It was rather fingular,
that thefe two laft powers, actually at war with one ano-
ther, fhould have thought of making peace only with a
VIew of unjting to attack England,

[24] In
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[24] In 19715 and 1414,

[25] In 1418 and 1422.

£26] In 1720, the South-Sea affair not only fhook pub-
lic credit, but alfo the opinion that foreign nations might
have entertained of Britith wifdom. France, however,
bad no reafon to triumph. She had her Mifhffipi,

[27] The death of Lewis XIV. who furvived queen
Ann but one year, changed the political {yftem of both
courts. George 1. had not a more faithful and vigilant
friend than the regent of France, They were in fome-
what fimilar circumftances. Spain threatening, and in-
deed trying, equally to deprive the duke of Orleans of
his fucceffion to the throne of France, and king George
of the pofleflion of that of England. It was this confide-
ration which bound them fo faft together, and united
them to a certain degree in their wars, But as this con-
nection was perfonal, it did not extend to the interefts of
England; and the French miniftry heartily withed to
make the reftoration of Gibraltar to Spain the price of
fettling firmly the French fucceflion. As foon as that
was fecured by the majority and marriage of their king,
the peaceful corre(pondence between the two nations was
at an end.

[28] Her houfe was the refort of the beft company at
Rome; and to that intercourfe, as well as to the inftruc-
tions of fo accomplithed and virtuous a lady, her fons
owed all their improvement and fuccefs,

[39] By the error of prefs (vice 29). The word gym-
cracy was 1n fome meafure created at the beginning of the
next period, and was often made ufe of by Pope and his
friends.

[30] He died in 1416.

[31] Sec the characters of both as fpeakers in lord
Chefterfield’s Letters to his Son,

[32] He preferved that dignity in the celebrated fpeech
he made in the houfe of peers before his commitment to
the Tower. Even his great antagonift Bolingbroke, who
feerns to have treated him with too much {everity, owned
in private converfation, that his anfwer to the Dutch am-
baflador Mr. Buys, at the council in 1712, was a mafter-
piece of compofition, and delivered in a mafterly manner.

[ 23] Letters
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[33] Letters to his {on, vol. I.

[32] The dukeof Wharton’s character has been ad-
mirably drawn by Mr. Pope, and his hiftory is fuffi-
ciently known. The following fact, which is extracted
from a book, the ingenious author of which had the beft
opportunit}-’ of being well informed of it, will furnifh us
at once a proof both of his talents and profligacy. ““ His
“ orace, then in oppofition to the court, went to Chelfea
“ the day before the laft debate on the bifhop of Ro-
“ chefter’s affairs; where acting contrition, he profefled
“ being determined to work out his pardon at court by
“ fpeaking 2gainft the bifthop ; in order to which he beg-
“ ged fome hints; ~ The minifter was deceived, and went
through the whole caufe with him, pointing out where
the ftrength of the argument lay, and where its weak-
¢ nefs. The duke was very thankful, returned to town,
paffed the night in drinking ; and, without going to
bed, went to the houfe of lords, where he {poke for
the bifhop, recapitulating in the moft mafterly man-
ner, and anfwering all that had been argued againft
him.” Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors, vol.
IL p. 127,

[35] That of York had been refufed to him in the laft
reign : and it is faid, that he entertained hopes of being
bribed by that of Canterbury in this.

[36] I find in one of my late refpectable friend Dr.
Birch’s papers the following anecdote. * Lord Harcourt
¢ leaving the old miniftry, provoked Atterbury’s abu-
¢ five tongue, He, in return, declared, that, on the
“ queen’s death, the bithop came to him and to lord
Bolingbroke, and faid, nothing remained but immedi-

(11
113

“ ately to proclaim K. J. He further offered, if they
“ would give him a guard, to put on his lawn fleeves
44 .

and head the proceflion,”

[37] The following anecdote was often mentioned by
lord Chefterfield ; and I fhall, to the beft of my remem-
brance, give it in his own words. * I went to Mr. Pope
“one morning at Twickenham, and found a large folio
* bible with gilt clafps lying before him upon his table ;
“and, as I koew his way of thinking upon that book, 1

¢ afked
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* afked him jocofely, if he was going to write an ap
“ fwer to it? It is a prefent, faid he, or rather a legacy,
“ from my old friend the bithop of Rochefter, [ went
* to take my leave of him yefterday in the Tower, where
I faw this bible upon his table,  After the firft compli-
ments, the bithop faid to me, My friend Pope, confi-
dering your infirmities and my age and exile, it is not
likely that we fhould ever meet again ; and therefore|
give you this legacy to remember me by it. Take it
home with you, and let me advife you to abide by it
“ —Does your lordfhip abide by it yourfelf?—I do,——
“ If you do, my lord, it is but lately. May I beg to
* know what new light or arguments have prevailed with
*“ you now, to entertain an opinion {o contrary to that
“ which you entertained of that book all the former part
“ of your life >—The bithop replied, We have not time
¢ to talk of thefe things; but take home the book I
“ will abide by it; and I recommend to you to do fo too,
¢ and fo God blefs you.”

[38] The contraft between thefe two characters is
ftrongly marked in lord Chefterfield’s letters, vol. L p.
462. from which fome of the ftrokes have been taken.

[39] See Dr. Taylor’s Diflertation prefixed to his edi-
tion of Demofthenes,

[40] Lord Bathurft.

[41] That I am not fingular in this idea of our
earl’s eloquence will appear from the fubjoined account
which was given of it by a contemporary writer in the
Gentleman’s Magazine for March, 1740 ; it was well
reccived, but feems rather too vague and pompous,
¢ Lord Chefterfield while he fat in the houfe of com-
“ mons, which he did for feveral years during the life of
“ his father, difcovered not thofe extraordinary talents
“ that have fince diftinguithed him as one of the moft
*“ accomplifhed orators his age or country has produced.
“ When he begins to {peak, he has a peculiar art of en-
“ gaging the attention of his hearers, which he irrefifti-
“ bly carriesalong with him to the end. He unitesin his
“ delivery all the graces of dition that prevailed at
¢ Athens and Rome, and exprefles himfelf with all the
“ freedom which the Britith conftitution allows, and all
“ the dignity of a peer. He is by no means fparing of his

“ Attic
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« Attic falt, which he applies fo judicioufly, as to pleafe
« even thole whom it might otherwife offend. He reafons
« with the calmnefs of a philofopher, he perfuades with [hc
“ art of an orator, ‘he charms with 1‘1L fancy of a poet.

[42] Lord Ch: fterfield makes ufe of this very word in
the idea he gives to his fon of parliamentary eloquence.
Lett. to his {fon, vol. IL

[42] Tully could do no more, Whitfield often did as
much,

[44] In the year 1717, be is mentioned in one of Mr,
Pope’s letters to his friend Gay, as being in correfpond-

ence with him.

[45] The earl faid, That he never knew a man who
had more wit in converfation than Sir John Van Brugh,
and who, at the {fame time, was more m}od-s atured.

[47] Dr. Arbuthnot was not on ly the earl’s phyfician,
but his friend. He was often with him in a morning,
and more than once declared himfelf, in his prefence, a
patron of Chriftianity. He ufed ﬂtque itly to communi-
cate his compofitions to his lordthip. He defired him to
amend and correct what he thought proper ; and was never
difpleafed at his lordthip’s making ufe of that privilege.

(48] It was probably at lord Chefterfield’s defire that
M.. Gay’s Fables were compoled for the duke of Cum—
berland ; but he wanted intereft to procure a fuitable re-
turn to the author, His lordthip atrended at that poet’s
funeral in November, 14732, in Weftminfter-abbey, as
one of the pall-bearers,

[49] Mr. Pope likewife thewed him feveral of his pieces
i manufeript, that he might read them, and give him his
opinion. *“ Mr. Pope, it is faid in one of the magazines,
“ being one day in company at lord Cobham’s with a great
“ number of perfons of diftin¢tion, who were fcribbling
verfes on their glafles, was defired by lord Chefter field
to oblige them with a diftich extempore. Favour me
with your diamond, my lord, faid the poet; and im-
mcdme ly after wrote on his g[ais‘

“ Accept a miracle, inftead of wit;

“ See two bad lines by Stanhope’s pencil writ,”

But a2 much finer, though equally fhort, character was
drawn of him and of Mr. Poulteney, by the fame hand ;
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* How can I Pulteney, Chefterfield forget,
““ While Roman {pirit charms, and Attic wit »”

With thefe fentiments and under many obligations, it is
rather {urprifing he thould have omitted him in his will
I have been told, there arofe fome difference between them
on account of the late dutchefs of Marlborough, whose
charalter, under the name of Atoffa, Mr. Pope was, 1
vain, folicited by his friend to give up.

[50] Thomfon, Mallet, Hooke, Glover, &c. One i,
thefe (Mr. Hammond) wrote, when only . 25 years old,
fome love-clegies in the true manner of Tibullus; which
lord Chefterfield efteemed fo much, that, when the young
author died ten years afterwards, he took upon him the
plealing tafk of publithing them. The fhort preface
which he prefixed contains many ftrokes highly charac-
teriftic of his lordthip’s manner of thinking, as well as of
his feelings.

[49] They procured many fubfcriptions to Mr. Gay for
the imprefion of his Fables; and by the produce of thefe,
as well as by the fuccefs of the Beggar’s Opera, that poet
was enriched as much as a poet commonly can, or per-
haps ought to be enriched. Mr. Aaron Hill had frequent
encouragements given him, notwithftanding his frequent
bickerings with Mr. Pope; and even his great enemy Der-
nis was relieved in his old age, at the requeft of a man
whom he had the moft reviled,

[50] I fhali copy the following article of one of the
bithop of Waterford’s letters to me, ¢ Lord Chefter-
“ field told me, that, one winter, he was very often i
* company with Swift, and he obferved that he was very
defirous to be more particularly acquainted with him,
but that he would not pay him the firft vific . upon
which his lordthip condefcended to make the firft ad-
vance. When he was made lord fteward, the dem
applied for a place in favour of a friend, His lord-
thip complied with his application; but, jocularly de-
fired, that he fhould not mention his name in any of
his writings,”
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[51] See his character drawn by lord Chefterfield in

one of his letters to his fon, vol. IL : to which may be
added the following particulars, imparted by the earl in a
private eonverfation (Dec. 3, 1749,) toone of his friends,
who took them down in writing, and communicated to
me this memorandum. “ In a converfation I had this
“ day with lord Chefterfield, upon the fubject of lord
“ Bolingbroke, he told me, that, though nobody fpoke
and wrote better upon philofophy than his lordfhip, no
man in the world had lefs fhare of philofophy than
“ himfelf; that the leaft trifle, fuch as the over-roafting
“ of a leg of mutton, would ftrangely difturb and ruffle
his temper ; and that his paflions conftantly got the bet-
ter. of his judgment. He added, that no man was
more partial to his friends, and more ready to oblige
them, than he was; and that he would recommend
themn, and reprefent them, as fo many models of per-
fettion: but, on the other hand, that he was a moft
bitter enemy to thofe he hated ; and though their merit
might be out of all difpute, he would not allow them
the leaft fhare of it, but would pronounce them fo
many fools and blockheads.”
[52] My late friend Mr. Mallet has often repeated to
me that circumftance, which is ftrongly hinted at in lord
Bolingbroke’s own works. The late lord Clanbraffil told
it the bifhop of Waterford; and in a letter to Dr. Birch,
from one of his beft-informed correfpondents, I find it af-
ferted on no lefs an authority than that of the late eat] of
Orford.

[53] Mr. Horace, afterwards lord Walpole, treated this
report as a fable ; and the countefs of Chefterfield, who
was with the king in his laft expedition, aflured me, that
whatever lord Bolingbroke might have been induced to
hope or to fay on that fubjet, the king never had fuch an
Intention,

[.'.T_M His Dialogues on the Newtonian Syftem of At-
traction and Colours, have been tranflated into Englith as
well as other languages. The manner emulates that of
Fontenelle’s Plurality of Worlds , the philofophy is infi-
bitely fuperior. Lord Chefterfield recommended his fon
to that amiable philofopher at Berlin,
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[55] The firft edition of that poem was dedicated to
her by the author in an Englith epiftle: It was printed in
London 1%26.

[56] Mr. Voltaire acquired, during his ftay in England,
a confiderable knowledge of the language and of the man-
ners of the nation, It was there that he compofed his
Letters upon the Englith Nation, in which he ftrongly re-
commends inoculation to his countrymen. He likewife
publifhed in Englith, an Effay on Epic Poetry. His Tra-
gedy of Brutus was dedicated to lord Bolingbroke, and
that of Zaire to Sir Everard Fawkener. But above all,
he paid his court to Mr, Pope, tranflated {everal paffages
of his works, and earneftly wifhed he would have done
him the fame honour. In an Englith letter to this poet
from Mr. Voltaire, which I once had in my poffefiion, he
defired him to tranflate the following four beautiful lines
of his Henriade; but I do not find that the Englifh bard
ever complied with his requett.

“ Leur empire n’a point de campagnes defertes,

¢ De leurs nombreux troupeaux leurs plaines font cou-
vertes;

Les guérrets de leurs bleds, les mers de leurs vaiffeaux;

¢ 1ls font craints {ur la terre, ils font rois fur les eaux.”

[57] This he lamented in feveral of his letters, and if
I am well informed, it retarded for many years his mar-
riage with his lady ; King George I, who was acquainted
with this unfortunate propenfity, having, on that account,
oppofed and prevented the match.,

[58] In one of the rooms at Bath, he met a young
nobleman juft arrived, who had the ame failing with him-
{elf. He whilpered to his friend (pointing at the fame
time to fome people who ftood round them), beware of thefe
Jeoundrels; it is by flight alone that you can preferve your
purfe. ‘The nobleman believed him, quitted the room,
and on his return found the earl engaged at play with thofe
very harpies whom by his advice he had juft efcaped. :

[59] The fame hand, whofe charaéter of his lordfhip
as an orator I juft tranfcribed from the Gentleman’s Ma-
ory

gazine, thus defcribes the charms of his converfation.
¢ The
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« The moft barren fubjeéts grow fruitful under his cul-
ture, and the moft trivial circumftances are enlivened
When he appears in
the public walks, the company encroach upon good
manners to liften to him, or (if the expreflion may be
allowed) to fteal fome of that fine wit, which animates

and heightened by his addrefs.

even his common difcourfes.

“ With poignant wit his converfe ftill abounds,
“ And charms, like beauty, thofe it deepeft wounds.”

Voi. I, R
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[1] THE following information, which I owe to the
bifiop of Waterford, renders this conjecture not impro-
bable. “ At the beginning of the reign of George II,
“ a perfon told lord Scarborough, lord Chefterfield, and
“ lord Lon{dale, that the king intended to clofet them
“ with regard to fomething that was to be propofed to the
¢ houfe of lords: but they all three requefted that his
““ majefty would net do it, for it would have no influence
* upon them; but, on the contrary, make them fo much
““ the more upon their guard, being determined to vote
* according to their own way of thinking, as their honour
“ and confcience direted them.” What this bufinefs was
we cannot conjecture ; but it is remarked by the compiler
of the Hiftory and Proceedings of the Houfe of Lords
vol. IV. p. 7. that, “the order againft the admiffion of
“ firangers nto the houfe was {o ftrictly obferved this fef-
““ fion (the firft of the new parliament), that no account
“ of their lordfhips fpeeches or debates was publifhed 2
¢ ufual after the recefs; and that no one proteft therein
¢ has appeared.”

[2] In return to the embafly from the States to com-
pliment the new king on his acceflion,

[3] Perhaps it were to be withed, notwithftanding his
great fuccefs, that this plan might have taken place. His
addrefs and penetration, as well as his conciliating {piri,
would have been ftill more ufefully exerted in difpofing
the two nations that have the greateft weight on the con-
tinent, to maintain the peace of Europe, inftead of dif-
turbing it,

[4] The fenfe that was entertained of lord Chefterfield's
important fervices in this embafly, may be evinced by
the following extrac from a letter of lord Townfhend’s
to the ambaflador, dated Sept. 6, 1%29. I cannot
' ¢¢ conclude
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¢ conclude this letter without applying myfelf particularly
¢ to your excellency with all the joy imaginable—your
“ conduct, your activity, your zeal, your ability in per-
“ forming the king’s commands, gave his majefty the ut-
¢ moft fatisfaction ; and I congratulate your excellency,
“ not only on your fuccefs, but on this opportunity of
“ thewing his majefty, of how much importance it has
“ been to his fervice, to have had fo dextrous, vigilant,
“ and zealous a minifter as yourfelf at the Hague, in this
“ critical conjecture,” This, and fome other information
of the fame kind, was obtained from fome original re-
cords, to which Dr. Maty had accefs,

[5] Mr. Vitriarius, a man of great knowledge, can-
dor, and virtue. His countrymen, the Germans, are fup-
pofed to underftand the jus publicum and gentium better
than the learned of any other nations. The origin and
fate of their very complicated conftitution renders this
ftudy of particular importance to them. It was during
his travels in Germany that lord Carteret acquired his ex-
tenfive notions of the cuftoms and laws, as well as of the
conftitution, of the empire ; and with the fame views lord
Chefterfield fent his fon to the univerfity of Leipzig, to
acquire, under profeflor Mafcow, that knowledge which
he found fo ufeful to himfelf.

[6] Lord Chefterficld’s Letters to his fon, vol. I Lett.
CLXXXIX,

[7] Unfortunately thefe were not always the beft chofen
or enjoyed with moderation ; but yet he continued faith-
ful to his rule, and though he might fometimes go to bed
at fix in the morning, he never failed to rife at eight.

[8] Sze the letters and negotiations of Winwood, Car-
leton, and Sir William Temple, among the Englifh ; and
of Jeanin, d’Avaux, and d’Eftrades, amopg the French.

[9] The limits of this work will notallow me to give
an account of the ftanding council of ftate in Holland,
and of feveral particular courts of juftice, trade, and
accompts,

[10] The nature and limits of their jurifdiction are
admirably well defined by one of the great ornaments of
the country, ¢ Quia res majores antiquirus nifi gzntium
“ fingularum confen{u non expediebantur, mole negoti-
“orum & periculo cunctationis repertum eft, legatos

R 2 ¢ mittere
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*“ mittere cum liberis mandatis, qui fuprema curiz im-
“ minerent, et ubi quid gravius obveniret, moraque dig-
® num, {ue quifque patriz ordines confulerent,”” Gioti
Annal. lib. V,

[11] Lord Chefterfield mentions an inftance of this
nature in which he was concerned. Account of the g0-
vernment, &c. of the united provinces, publifhed at the
end of the letters to his fon, vol. I p. 50%.

[12] Lord Chefterfield very fhrewdly corjectures that
William the firft prince of Orapnge, who modelled the
republic which he faved at his pleafure, permitted that
abfurd unanimity, in order to render a ftadtholder or
more powerful chief abfol utely neceflary. 1Ibid. p. 50,
However, as this law is fcarce ever ftrictly obferved, it
has not much greater inconveniencies than the unznimity
required 1n Englith juries,

[13] This office was inftituted in the year 1510, long
betfore the provinces fhook off the yoke of Auftrian ty-
ranny., The elevation of the young Charles of Auftria,
well known fince under the name of Charles V, to the
dignity of count of Holland, might induce the ftates to
eftablith a kind of tribune, as a check to the ambition of
that young prince. This officer has, in effect, frequently
balanced the power of a ftadtholder.

[14] This province contributes fifty-eight per cent in
all public charges, of which, if T am not miftaken, Am-
fterdam alone, the fifth town of that province, pays above
five and twenty per cent, or a full quarter of the whole.

[15] His funétions are with equal ftrength and preci-
fion defcribed by Grotius. * Is, principum temporibus
“ vox erat publice libertatis, utque tunc periculis, it2
mutata republica, auctoritate preecipuus, in conventu
ordinam et delegatorum confenfu exquirit fententias,
piit {uadends, componit diflidentes,”” Grot. Annal,
ib. V.

16] He lived about the middle of the la century,
and was a man of {tri¢k ‘ntegrity, and great poetical 2s
well as political abilities. His works are much efteemed,
nd judged not inferior to thofe of Ovid or La-Fontaite.
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[17] So well known in the times of king William and
queen Ann, During this laft period, it may be faid, that
for fome years, a triumvirate, confifting of prince Eu-
geile, the duke of Marlborough, and himfelf, ruled over
one half of Europe.

[18] There was a great fimilarity between this and in-
deed many other circumftances of lord Chefterfield’s em-
bafly, and Sir William Temple’s fituation and conduct at
the fame place. He too trufted and loved De Witt,
though he himfelf was in the intereft of the prince of |
Orange. See his Memoirs.

[19] See his letters to his fon, vol. IL. p. 509.

[20] A complete and magpnificent edition of Telema-
chus, together with the archbifhop of Cambray’s other
works, was, with the affiftance, and under the infpection,
of his grand nephew the ambaflador, printed in Holland.

[21] This letter was long kept fecret in England, though
dated July 1, 1721. It was written in French to the king
of Spain, and contained the following article.

“Tno longer hefitate to affure your majefty of my rea-
“ dinefs to fatisfy you with regard to your demand con-
“ cerning the reftitution of Gibraltar ; promifing you to
make ufe of the firft favourable opportunity of feitling
this article with confent of my parliament.” Boyer’s
Political State, vol. XXXVII. p. 263, where the original
letter is printed.

[22] It was agreed by the contracting powers, that this
laft declaration, as well as two other f{cparate articles,
fhould not be publithed ; and accordingly they are not to
be found in Rouflet’s Recnei/, nor in any other work of
the fame kind, I extracted it from an excellent hiftory
of the united provinces, publithed in the low Dutch lau-
guage. ‘The author was allowed accefs to the regifters of
the States, and took the fecret article from thénce. Sce
Vaderlandfche Hiftorze, vol. XVIIL p. 505, 506.

[23] One of his fpeeches in defence of this treaty was
publifhed juft before the meeting of parliament in 17 0.
It was tranflated into French, and is found in Roullct’s
R:’m:’f'f, vol. V.,

[24] This is fufficiently evident from feveral paflages in
2 fmall tract generally attributed to his lordthip, and not
unworthy.of his pen. Itis entitled, The Cafe of the Hano-
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ver forces in the pay of Great Britain, &c. and was pub-
lifhed in 1743. I{hall have frequent opportunities of re-
ferring to this pamphlet, as well as to the two vindicati.
ons of it by the fame hand. * This half year generated
“ a half peace. To be friends with Spain was then (i
* I929) our intereft upon any terms. We not only treat,
but humour, concede, nay, folicit the honor of be:
ing convoys to Don Carlos in Italy: that very Don
* Carlos, who was fo lately fet forth, as likely to become
“ the fo long dreaded univerfal monarch of Europe—
* Now to what did all this contribute! Not to the peace,
** fecurity, wealth, and honor of England.” p. 10.

Since I wrote this, I faw a copy of this pamphlet, on
the title page of which was written in the hand writing of
lord Chefterfield, *“ by Mr. Waller and lord C -
Edmund Waller, efq; was member of parliament for
Chipping Wycomb. He fupported in the houfe of com-
mons, the fame caufe which lord Chefterfield defended
in that of the peers. He was one of the fecret commitiee
for inquiring into the condu¢t of the minifter, and {poke in
many of the debates with great force of argument, but
without the graces that diftinguifhed feveral other heads
of the oppofition,

[25] The opinion entertained both of this memoir and
of the abilities of the author, appears from the following
paflage. * Le comte de Chefterfield ambaflfadeur extra-
¢ ordinaire auprez de leurs Hautes Puiflances, et 'un des
“ plus experimentés dans les affaires du cabinet, concerta
£ avec les deputez un mémoire qu'ils remirent a Mr.
“ Greys, envoyé de S. M, Danoife 2 la Haye. Il n’yeut
¢ plus d’autre application fur ce fujet, ni de part ni d'au-
tre. Le projet de fa compagnie tomba de foi meme,
¢ faute de fouftrivans,” Rouflet Recueil, Tom. V. p.
37- 42

26] The following information [ received from one of
lord Chefterficld’s friends.  * In the year 1429, Sir Charles
¢ Hotham, brother-in-law to his lordthip, was fent as mi-
nifter plenipotentiary to the king of Pruffia, to propofe
* a marriage between the prince of Wales and the eldeft
¢ princefs of Pruffia, and another between the prince
¢ royal of Pruffia, and the king of England’s fecond
¢ daughter. His Pruflian majefty’s anfwer was, that he

f* would confent to the marriage of his prince royal with
. C 1] 1
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« our princefs, if our king did not infift upon a double
“ marriage on the terms propofed ; but that if he did, he
« would not confent to either of them; for that he thought
« he had as much right to expeét our princefs royal for
« his eldeft fon, asour king had to expect his princefs
“ royal for the prince of Wales. The two kings per-
« fifting in their refpective refolutions, there was an end
“ of the negotiation.  Ia the year 1730, during lord Chef-
« terfield’s abfence from the Hagune, Mr. Keith, an officer
% in the king of Pruffia’s fervice (an intimate friend to the
“ prince royal, and who was to have accompanied him to
“ England), made his efcape from Berlin, came 10 the
“ Hague, and took refuge in the ambaflador’s houfe.
“ Col. D. M. was fent in purfuit of him, with directions
“ to feize him dead or alive. The grand penfionary hear-
“ ing of this, fent for the Colonel, and advifed him to
¢ forbear putting his defign into execution, as he certainly
¢ would undergo the feverity of the law if he were taken.
¢ However, to avoid accidents, Mr. Keith got out of the
¢ ambaffador’s houfe, and embarked at Scheveling in an
“ gpen boat, which conveyed him to England. He fome
“ time afterwards fet out for Dublin, and remained there
« three years.” Thefe particulars are confirmed 1n the
cloge of Mr. Keith, inferted in the memoirs of the acade-
my of Berlin, for 1956. p. 533.

{27] See Cafe of Hanover forces, p. 22, 23.

[28] It appears from the originai records mentioned in
the note 4 of this fection, that by lord Chefterfield’s afli-
duity and addrefs, the Dutch were fpirited up to fuch a
degree, that the king of Pruflia was glad to fubmit to an
arbitration, the duke of Saxe Gotha on his part, the
duke of Wolfenbuttle on the part of his majeity.
~ [29] On account of the tranfaétion before mentioned,
in note 14 of fection I1,

[30] The following particulars of this court revolution
were communicated to me by one of lord Chefterfield’s
intimate friends. ¢ The firft time he appeared at court
: on his return to London (;hc 24th of Chttob_er 17'-39),
> Sir Robert W ;11}39‘15 took him afide and told him, /find
| Joware carme to be Secretary of Stale. ,E\-Tmf_j{, faid his lord-
‘ i_h:p? I bave as yet no pretenfions, and wifb for a place of

more eafe. But I claim the Garter, not a5 a reward jor
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““ my late fervices, but in virtye of b1s majefly’s promife whily

“ prince of Wales. I am a man of dleafure. and the blye
i : i IE

¢ ribband would add two inches 1o my fize.  Then I fee by

* 1t 15, replied Sir Robert, s s Lownflend’s intrigue, in

“ awbich you bave no fhare; but it will be Jruitlefs, you
““ «cannot be Secretary of State, nor Sball you be belolden for the
[11

gratification of your wifbes to any body but myfelf.”

[31] Upon lord Chefterfield’s being made high fteward
on the 1gth of June, 1730, one of his predeceflors, who
was fufpected to have made fome advantage of the
places in his department, gave him a lift of the perfong
he had put in, and defired that they might be continued,
The anfwer was; 7 bave ar prefent no thoughts of turniyg
any one out  but if’ I alter my mind, it will only be in relation
20 thofe who bave bought, 'The bithop of Waterford adds,
that his lordfhip, at firft, gave three or four places in his
department at the recommendation of the royal family;
but that afterwards he followed the example of the duke
of Devonthire, when lord fteward under king William I1L
and declined the fame complaifance, looking upon thofe
recommendations as fo many encroachments,

[32] During his ftay he aflifted at the council in which
the report was made of Colonel Chartres’s trial and con-
demnation at the Old Bailey for a rape he had not com
mitted. His pardon was voted unanumoutly,

[33] The fpirit and artful memoirs of thefe two ambal-
{adors are inferted in Rouflet’s Recutil, vol. V, p. s,

[34] Count Zinzendorf, a man of great parts and viva-
city, and lord Chefterfield’s particular fiiend.

There is a remarkable paflage in one of lord Chefter-
ficld’s letters from the Hague, dated July 26, 1729, rela-
tive to this miniiter,

“ Count Zinzendorf, the imperial minifter, left this
“ place laft Sunday morning, faying, that he was going
* to'fee fome of thefe provinces, and might poffibly go
to Spa, but with an air of great myftery, which has
occalioned fome {peculation here; but for my own patf,
as 1 know the gentleman, I do not belicve the myitery
15 upon accourt of the Journey, but I believe he ra-
ther takes the journey for the fake of the my ftery.”
From the records above-mentioned.
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[35] See his account of the negotiations for the treaty
of the triple alliance 1n 1667.

[36] Noue of the general hiltories, or political collec-
tions, mention the private conference in which the treaty
of Vienna was prepared. I only find in lord Walpole’s
pamphlet, entitled, ke ,:’f'utﬁ* of Great Britain fleadily
purfued, p. 4.8. ¥ that it was imparted in great confi-
“ dence to the minifters and fome of the great men of the
¢ republic.”” And in Rouflet’s Recueil; ¢ that fulpici-
“ ons were entertained of the penfionary’s having been
privy to the negotiation.” It is likewile faid there,
that he undertook to pt‘ucure the confent of the pro-
vinces.”” But lord Chefterfield has cleared up th] mat-
ter in the paper already referred to at the end of his let-
ters to his fon, vol. Il p. 508. This {pecimen of lord
Chefterfield’s political abilities gives us ftill greater caufe
to regret, that the account of this embally which he
15 faid to have written may poffibly ne.er fee the
light,

-

)

-~

¢

11

ij ] See the paper quoted above.
[38)] The following extratts from two letters of Jord
Chetterfield’s to lord Townfhend, Lhn one dated 18th, the

other 25th of February, 1729, will give an idea of dhe
ambaﬁadm s opinion of the prince.

¢ The prince of Orange arrived here laft night. 1
went to wait upon him, and as far as I am dbn. to
“ judge from half an hour’s t;a':»‘.]\'@i'ﬁii');; only, I th %q:p;
he has extreme good parts. He is perfectly well-bred,
and civil to every body, and with an eafe and freedom
that is feldom ﬂLquliLLf but by a long knowledge of the
world, His face is handlome—his Impc is not f{o 1:1—
vantageous as could be withed, though not near o bag
as I had heard it reprefented. The acclamations of the
people are loud and univerfal. He afiumes not the
leaft dignity, but has all the affability and infisuation
that 1s neceffary for a pet fon who would raife himfeil
In 2 popular government.”
** As1 have had the honour of frequently conveifing
with the prince, I can aflure your lordfhip, as far as 1
am able to judge, that he has both parts and know-

“ Jedge,

11

113
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* ledge, not only much above his age, but equal to any
*“ body’s; and without troubling your lordthip with pat-
“ ticulars, 1 believe I may venture to fay, that he will
* equal the greateft of his anceftors in great and good
ualities; I hope he will in good fortune too.” From
the original records before mentioned,

[39] Mr. Duncan, a principal officer in the prince’s
court, employed at London to conclude this marriage, had
feveral times conferred with lord Chefterfield upon this
fubject. He continued his lordthip’s friend and corre-
fpondent even after his defeétion from the court. Mr.
Van Haaren, a nobleman of Friefland, greatly in favor
with the prince, and whofe poems, though written in
Dutch, were fo much efteemed by Voltaire as to induce
him to write and publifh fome verfes in praife of the au-
thor, was likewife our earl’s friend. But the perfon with
whom he was particularly conneéted, and entertained a
conftant corre(pondence, was Mr. Van Kreuningen, a
gentleman who unites great fingularities with confiderable
talents.

l40] It appears from the records before quoted, that
the penfionary was not only inclined to oppofz the prince
of Orange in his views to the ftadtholderat, but alfo in
the intended match with the princefs royal ; and that,
therefore, lord Chefterfield had great difficulties to over-
come in managing this matter, and in treating with the
penfionary on a fubjeét of fo nice and delicate a na-
ture.

[41] The abbé Strickland, uncle to the gentleman here

13

mentioned, was a man of confiderable family ; and his
intereft was fo great at Rome, that he had the promife of
beicg made cardinal, upon his refigning his claim to the
court of Vienna in favor of the Zinzendorf family; and,
at the recommendation of earl Stanhops, he was made
bithop of Namur, During the earl’s adminiftration he
came over to Eng]and, and endeavoured to perfuade the
Roman catholics to take an oath of allegiance to the king,
which might have procured them the abolition of the teft
and other oppreflive acts, But this attempt was unfuccefl-
ful ; and perhaps both parties were averfe from terms of
accommodation,

[42] The
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2] The dottor received on this occafion the prefent
of a gold fmuff box from the grand duke.
[43] See lord Chefterfield’s own account of this ilinefs

in his letters to his fon, vol. II. p. 480, 4871.

[44] He obtained feveral fmall favors for his friends
from the minifter, and recommended his chaplain to him
for a canonry of Windfor or prebend of Weltminiter.

[45] The frauds practifed in the tobacco trade were the
motives alledged to fubje@ it to the laws of the excife.
Thefe laws were reprefented, and perhaps with reafon, us
preferable to the methods ufed at the Cuftom-houfe, t
prevent loffes in the collection of duties and payment
drawbacks. The fcheme ‘was likewife recommended
particularly ferviceable to American planters and
Enolifh fair traders, and only hurtful to fmugglers
contraband dealers. On the other hand, the ill confe-
quences of thefe abufes feemed not conriiderable enough
to juftify fuch an innovation; the remedy propoled was
not allowed to be either neceflary or certain; new griev-
ances, as well domeftic as public, were apprehended from
increafing the number of excile officers; aund fufpicions
were entertained that, under the {ame pretence (for what
branch of trade hath not its frauds?) an univerfal ex-
tenfion of the excife was either then, or might hereafter
be, intended. The people, once pofleflfed with the fear
of an attempt upon their liberties, compared this {cheme
to the Trojan horfe; and indeed it was likely to have
proved as fatal to this miniftry, as the obftinate profecu-
tion of a fanatic prieft was to the whig miniftry in the
time of queen Ann.

[46] The queen, finding that the excile bill was
flrongly oppofed by the whole nation, applied, among
others, to lord Scarborough for his advice. His anfwer
was, that the king muft give itup. £ will anfwer for my
regment, faid bis lordthip, agammft the pretender, but not
againft the oppofers of the excife. Upon which her majefty,
with tears in her eyes, faid, we muft then drop 1.  Letter
of the bithop of Waterford. The fecond reading of the
bill, in the houfe of commons, was accordingly put off
by Sir Robert Walpole for two months.
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[47] Lord Clinton was then one of the lords of ks
majefty’s bed-chamber, and lord lieutenant of Devon-
fhire; he was advanced to the dignities of earl Clinton
and baron Fortefcue, July 5, 1746.

[48] By a miftake in the Hiftory of the debates and
proceedings of the Houfe of Lords, vol. IV. p, 152. the
carl’s refignation is faid to have been in May,

[49] Craftfman, N°® 354. April 14.

[50] The Free Briton, N© 146, April 16,

From the report of the fecret committee, printed in
1742, P. 111, 112, it appears, that the author, Mr, Ar
nall, was paid by the government, and received in three
years time, for this and other fervices, near ten thoufand
pounds.

N OIS
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[1] O N E day lord Chefterfield told one of his friends,
Scarborough alls upon principle, which I will not fay of ma-
ny; but he has put it into his head that oppofition is ferv-
g the pretender.
|2] An anecdote, 1n appearance trifling, may confirm
how far thefe contrivances did extend.  The late lord
R—, with many good qualities, and even learning and
p'm had a ftrong defire of being thought fkilful in phy-
, and was very c‘:pu‘t in blhcdmg Lord Chefterfield
v.-lm knew his foible, and on a particular occafion withed
to have his vote, came to him one morning, and, after
having converfed upon indifferent matters, complained of
the head-ach, and defired his lordfhip to feel his pulfe.
It was found to beat high, and a hint of lofing blood
given. [ have no objection, and as I hear your lUldfhip
has a mafterly hand, will you favor me with trying your
lancet upon me ? A propss, f{aid lord Cheﬁerﬁdd after
the operation, do you go fo the boufe to-day? Lord R
anfwered, 7/ did. wot mmm’ to go, not being fufficiently in-
f" med 0} the queftion which is 1o be debated ; but you 1who
bave confidered 1t, which fide will you be of ? The earl, hav-
ing gained his confidence, eafily directed his judgment;
he cartied him to the houfe, and got him to vote as he
p]e.til~f'] He uled afterwards to-fa y, that none of his
friends had done as much as he, having literally bled for
the good of his country.
. [3] Befides the periodical political papers, the debates
in ‘parliament, Rouﬂ ct’s Recwerls, &c. in controverted
points I have chief fly had in view the followi: 1g C"zplf&] pam-
phlets. ~ 1. The Cafe of the Hanover forces, aud the Two
‘\][.-d.\.ﬂfi(}‘.]ﬁ of it already mentioned, Sect, Il note 24.
The Anfwer to the Cafe, intitled, The Intereft of Br-
fain
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tain {teadily purfued, by Mr. Horace, afterwards lord,
Walpole, 1744. 3. Mifcellaneous Thoughts on the pre-
fent Pofture both of Foreign and Domeftic Affairs, by
Lord Hervey, after he had quitted the miniftry, 1742,
4. Factiohy detected by the Evidence of Faéls, 1743 ; with
a mafterly anfwer to this pamphlet, intitled, A Defence
of the People, 1744. 5. Apology for a late Refignation
(of lord Chefterfield), written without the concurrence of
the earl, but approved by him after its publication, 1748;
and 6. Examination of the Principles, and an Inquiry
into the Conduct, of the Two Brothers, in two parts, pub-
lithed under the direction of lord Granville, 1

|4} Her father was Frederick Achatz de Schulenburg,
piivy-councellor to- the duke of Brunfwick-Lunenburg,
jord of Stehler, Bezendorff, Angern, &c. &c. Her mo-
ther was Margaret Gertrude de Schulenburg, of the houfe
of Embden, daughter to Guftavus Adolphus de Schulen-
burg, privy councellor to the elector of Brandenburg, and
eldeit fifter of Mathew John count de Schulenburg, field-
natfhal general of the republic of Venice.

L5] It did not at firft promote the withed-for reftorati-
on of the prince of Orange to the dignity of his anceftors.
It was even reported, that when the marriage was com-
municated to the States General by Mr. Finch, the Britith
minifter at the Hague, Mr. Boetzlaer, one of the nobles
of Hollard, at the bead of the anti ftadtholderian party,
reccived private aflurances, that the king would not iu-
terfere in the affairs of the prince. The States feemed
to be well conviuced of this difpofition of the monarch;
and, 1 their anfwer to his majefty’s letter, after exprefl-
ing their perfonal regard for the yourig prince, they de-
clared, that they would by no means confent to any alter-
aton in their prefent form of government,

6 Dr. Chenevix, his lordfhip’s favorite chaplain,
was by him recommended to the prince of Orange to
teach him Englith ; and by the interpofition of the bithop

9

of London and the earl of Scarborough, was made filt
chaplain to the princefs. This appomntment, however,
CEYaL
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ith confiderable oppofition from the minifter, to
whom, as well as to the queen, Dr. Chenevix had been
repreiented as ftrongly devoted to lord Chefterfield, and
e¢mployed by him in writing political pamphlets, The

firft
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firft charge he openly avowed to Mr. Finch at the Hague;
but the latter he abfolutely denied, and the queen was
convinced of his innocence. Mr. Duncan, the prince’s
agent at the Britifh court. was, on this and many other
occafions, very ufeful to Dr. Chenevix, from whom I re-
ceived this information.

[7] The warm fentiments of efteem and attachment
which he entertained for lord Cobham, undoubtedly ani-
mated his expreflions, as they did thofe of their common
friend Mr. Pope in the following lines:

And you, brave Cobham, to the lateft breath,

Shall feel your ruling paflion ftrong in death :

Such in thofe moments as in all the paft,

“ Oh! fave my country, heav’n!” fhall be your laft.

Stowe, the country refidence of that accomplifhed noble-
man, was at that time the feat of wit, tafte, and wirtue.
Lord Chefterfield, to the end of his life, remembered and
mentioned, with a degree of enthufia{m, the happy days
which he had paffed in that delightful villa; he coutribut-
ed to its decorations, and was complimented by the neble
pofleflor with a place among the few whom he admitted in
his temple of friendthip.

[8] His grace faid, with ftill more feverity than wit,
“ [am furprifed to hear {o much noife made about the re-
moval of two noble lords from their commands in the
army. Itis true, there have been two lords removed,
but only one foldier; and therefore, when lords are
pleafed to talk of foldiers havisg been turned out of
their commiffions in the army, they ought not to talk
“ in the plural number.” This farcafm foon loft all its
force; two months only elapfed before lord Stair’s regi-
ment was taken from him, and the next year the duke of
Argyll himfelf thared the fame fate.

[9] This particular account was communicated to me
by the bithop of Waterford, who had it from lord Scar-
borough himfelf.

[10] See Cafe of the Hanover forces, p. 10.

[11] This
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[11] Thiswas pofitively afferted by the oppofition, and
barely denied by the minifterial writers, who not only give
no proof of their denial, but rather endeavour to juftify
what was laid to their charge. See Caje of the Hanover
forces, p. 15, 16. and Intereft of Great Britain feadily pur-
Sfued, p. 52, 53. The affertion of their antagonifts feems
to be fupported by the call that was made in both houfes
upon the minifters for the inftructions fent to the Britifh
envoy in Poland in 1729 (when Auguftus had a dangerous
attackof the dilorder which carried him off four years later),
and by the refufal of the minifters to produce thofe inftruc-
uons.  See Debates for 1735. Lord Chefterfield made the
motion in the houfe of lords for this communication, and
he {poke warmly to fuppore it. It ought, however, to be
obferved, that the date of thefe inftrutions was anterior
to the treaty of Vienna, Ata period when the interefts of
feveral courts were fo fluctuating, the inftructions fent in
1729 might have been very different from thofe in 1433,

[12] I{bhall here fet down the oppofite accounts given
of that tranfaction by the champions of the two parties.
“ Qur refident in Holland,” fays the author of the Cafe of
the Hanover foi'ces, P- 19, 20. “ had orders to be as loud
‘ and importunate as poilible with the States, to enter with
¢ us into inftant meafures for the prefervation of the houfe
“ of Auftria, and fetting a bound to the growing power
“ of France. They gave him to underfrand that they
“ were very willing to meet his offers half way ; when, lo!
¢ 1t appeared be had no power to treat.”” The States, an-
fwers the writer of the Zntereft, &c. p. 52. were 1iformed
that the court of Vienna would take ca e of Luxemburg only,
and leave the Sectirity of the barrier in the Netherlands 1
the care of Great Britain and Holland ; and baving i
Augnft, 17133, received from their engincer a relation of
their barrier towns being in a rusnous condition, and deffitute
of troops, [fuddenly agreed 1o megotiate, and, againft bis
mafjefly’s inflances, figned, November 11, an afl of new
trality with Fronce.  * Here again,” replies the former
writer in his further Findication, p. n4. * the author is
“ wholly filent as to what pafled before this tranfaction ;
* for this act of neutrality had been long in treaty beforeit
“ came to be figned, and wus altually neceffitated by the

: ¢ condutt
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papers were fo well :':"cvhxd that they were re publifhed
at theend of the i"“:;'il' % n ume of Common Senfe, a perio-
dical paper, which we fhall foon have occafion to mention.

[15] In one of ium Chefterfield’s {peeches in 1735, |
nd the following words, which might appear prophetic, if

a dozen years wer iutuur_nt to eftablifh the reputation of

iy
bt ¥

a prophet. ¢ B\,a ore the flames (of war) can be extin-
¥ Hmmul am zl[rzucl much blood will be rpift oreat
(14

pw 1CES u]Ll_f[,' fuffer, even queens muft weep ; ; the con-

““ duct of minifters muﬂ be 1 1l.q|n~ d into, and {ome muft
“ meet with that punifhment they 1([11\@, before that
4 4

flame can be extinguithed which has been raifed by
*“ themr m]hmrmn(mmlt“ Debates of the Houfe of
[J,mc vol, IV, P- 456.

[ nﬁj Five acts of parliament, together with a feditious
paper, were inclofed in a bag of brown paper, with feve-
ral parcels of gun-powder. This was dropped on the
landing place between the court of the king’s bench and
that of chancery, during the fittings of the two murtf«, and
b\ means of a match, (everal explofions were made, which

fn].,-' terrified the audience, and might have been at-
nded with moft dreadful confequences. Fanaticifi, 2
well as diflausfaétion, was at the bottom of this foolith,
new powder-plot. A non-juring clergyman was difcover
ed to have been the contriver of this ridiculous affair : hc
was-punifhed ; but as more people were {ufpected of hay-
ing been concerned i it, a ftop was put to any further

z
T

L
o

[14] From the report of the fecret committee in 1742,

qrpauu,d that from the year 1732, no lefs a fum than
fifty thoafand pounds had been lavithed upon gazetteers,
couranteers, and other minifterial writers, now forgotten
as well as their pamphlets or weekly papers.

[18] Leonidas, by Mr. Glover, printed by fubfcription

in 1737, ;
[ml See the magazines and other periodical repofitories |
of t'r It

the Hiftory of England, &c, by lord Bolingbroke.

[21] Fog's Jmm:al the Craftfiman ; Common Senfe;
Old Engla d. The moft eminent members of the (Jppﬁﬁ‘
tion were coneerned in thefe occafional papers, 'I‘hotwr

whici

[20] The Dillertation upon Parties; the Remarks upon '
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which lord Chefterfield was the author, were oftner calcu-
lated to reform the manners, and promote tafte and virtue.

[221__ The author and Pubhﬂm of Manners, and fome
of the writers of the Craftfman.

[22] This might be true, were not juries fometimes
known to be biafled by the prejudices of the times. It
has, befides, always been thought the character of a wife
adnn-.ufhanon, to prevent crimes rather than to punifth
them.

[24] AsI would not venture in this place to give any
extract of this {peech, I hope the readers will not be dif-
plealed to fee it complete at the end of this colleétion.

[25] Many inftances might be alledged of this difpofi-
tion ; the foﬂmwug1 which T believe is not know n, I fhall
pive in the words of the bl-ﬂJGP of Waterford, in a letter
tome. *“Lord Chefterfield having been fo condefcending
“ asto come and pay a vifit to my wife and me at my
country living, and fpeaking one evening at 1L.m*it of
“ Jady Sundon (bed-chamber woman to queen Caroline,
“ and firft coufin to colonel Dives my \"i'fr--’f- father), to I d
us a thing that {urprifed us very much, which was, that
through the influence of her lad: y{hip, her mau,ir} Ind
it once 1n her thqughts to make Dr. Friend f& cretary of
ftate, though he was looked upon to be inclined to ja-
cobitifm.” This muft have happened at the beginning
the reign of George [] for Dr. Friend, who w as made
fir ILplnllm to the queen, died July 26, 1728.

[26] A deputation fmm the {1L|«hL1b having waited
upon the prince to folicit his intereft in favour of their
tithing bill in 1735, he anfwered, ** that as a friend to li-

/
bcrt‘» n general, and toleration 1n particular, he wifhed

144

[
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thE\ mwnt meet with all proper favourybut for himfe i

“ he never gave his vote in parliament, ’snd it did not be-

*“ come his ftation to influence his {nu:dsﬁ or direct his
“ fervants, To leave them entirely to their own con-
“ {cience and underftanding was a rule he had hitherto
“ preferibed to himfelf, 111d purpofed through his whole
life to obferve.”” The reply from Andrew Pit, the man
who {fpoke in the name of the body, was not lefs remark-
able. He faid, « May it pleafe the prince of Wales, I
am greatly a Tg %ed with his excellent notions of liberty
S-2 Ean:
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¢ and am more pleafed with the anfwer he has given s,
¢ thanif he had granted our requett,”

[2%7] He had .J}Gml» diftinguithed himf{elf as an imita-
tor of Montefquieu in his new Perfian letters, and had the
principal fhare with lord Chefterfield in the periodical
paper called C: mmon Senfe, a paper replete with excel-
lent leflons of morality delivered with Judgment and wit,

28] 1 am told that at lord Bolii nbn-m s firft inter-

1

view with the prince, his lor dthip, who was the firft at the

p".-_"c:"- of re nAe2V0US, '1'1d taken l.p a book, in which hewas |
reading wh e HR: H came up; upon which he haftily
rofe from his chair, and fteppin g forward, his foot {lipped |

and he was reas dy EU LJ] do\m when the prince iup yorting |
him faid, My Euld I hope this may be an omen of my fuc-
ceeding to raife you.

[29] Sece Cafe of the Hanover forces, and Vindication,
1 feveral =‘~‘h:u= One of lord Chefterfield’s box #m0Ls Was

rentat the time. It was faid, that being one day in

houfe of peers before it was fitting, he told fome lords
that he had lUJ“ d out an -'}:p:di-:llt for ever to get rid of
the pretender, by hum nbly uq iefting his mayje ﬂ.y to refign
Hanover to }1.‘,, as *Iuw the Englith would never more
chufe a king from that plu g

|.20] The orders e “‘W’UPW g the perfons who frequented
the prince’s mu t to abitain from appearing at St, James’s
ad been, at the beginning of 1438, more friétly en-
3“_\_(;-‘-{]

31] The __Jpﬂl"iﬂl proverb is well known, * War with

'M the wor ld, but peace with England.”

22] By that mumct it was ftipulated that the Englifh
fhov Ju’ be permitted to fend annually a thip to the bpm.lﬂl
poflefitous in the South feas, with .Jcrrmf and other mer-
chandife , during a term of thirty }'cm%

[33] i he procraftinations of the Spantfh court are ae-
kmmkug\d in Rouflet’s Recueil, &c. tom, XIL p.
printed in 1740, and containing the principal pieces re-
fative to this *1cgou‘ui It 1s there pofitively afferted,
that the Britifh minifter was duped by thofe of the oppo-
lite court, and his 1 impatience was enly equalled by their ‘
affected L:L!;Q'S.

=
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] This fpeech of lord Chefterfield’s is one of thofe
i ml: were chofen ]w Lr,\. {et to be inferted 1n his Recuerl,
as containing the I‘i'T‘n,H‘H[ arguments urged by the Em—
hih in iupi‘ﬁnr of their p reten: 1 but the tranflation is
by no means werthy of the orig :
[35] Upon the divifion, Lhn;:J € were ('-fﬂ'.:‘ members pre-
‘;‘!.'J-[“}'[- content and 58 not content, and of the pi '0XIES 24
content and 16 not content. The total majority was
thcreﬁ*re only 21.
136] As Sir Robert’s and lord Chefterfield’s houfes were
firnated oppu fite to each other in St. James’s fquare, lord
Scarborough was often feen goin 5_; directly from the friend
to the minifter ; and fuch was the opinion entertained by
both uf' his |1U,~_;:‘[tv that he never met on this account
with the leaft controul or cenfure from either.

[‘J**'E He had two ftrokes of apoplexy or pally, which,
in the opinion of lord Chefterfield, confiderably affete d
h his body and his mind.

[38] His body was found furrounded with (feveral
bc‘tu\k which he had brought into the room, and piled
about him, with the piftol in his mouth,

j
(39" I have fufficient authority to contradi¢t the re-
ports that were {pread about the caufe of this fatal refo-

remy

lution. The friend who knew him beft, confidered it
merely as the effe¢t of fome diﬂf"‘ﬂp;‘:l’ Suicide never
bad an advocate in lord Chefterfield, but hie was temperate
in his cenfures, and ready to make allowances for it.

|4’) See Letter CCXI1. to his fon,

[41] There is fomethir 1g very dclicate, even in point of

language, in the following fentence. “ We have not
* been injured, but we have ‘been {lichted, which is
* woife ; becaufe a flight proceeds always from con-
St 11|t1t whereas an injury proceeds often from fear.”
[42] “ As to -the pe nfion,” fays the author of Fafin

7
:’:f lefled, p. 59, 60. ““itis a bill allowed in private by -"11
parties to be impoflible to take c-uLt-—— it 1s for t
mtereft of the public it fhould never pals 1mto a lztw‘
and was never Ll"' ¢d by any man of fenfe that it
“ fthould; and yet itis for the intereft of the public that
“ it fhould be freq juently propofed in the houle of com-

: |
{L 5
mons.*’

119
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[43]
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One morning, fays the bifhop of W aterford, that

I was with him, his lor dfhip was exprefling how muc ch he
was concerned that I was fo long without having better
preferment, he at once told me in his joking manner

\‘W'IL'.”,

I have juft thought of a way, by which I am fure

you'll fucceed with Sir Robert ; go 'md tell him from me
that I will '1cc€pt of the lord lieutenancy of Ireland,
am fure he will then procure you a good living from the

Crowil.

[44] Too anxious for the public weal,
Sufpend, my lord, the noble ftrife ,

Oh! think, while Blltam claims thy 7 al,
Thy friends and Britain claim thy life,

Thy generous, free, exalted mind,
IIllp]r d with freedom’s facred H“tmr:’
Glows with fuch warmth for human lcmd
‘The heat impairs thy manly frame,

Happy the man whom reafon draws
To fettle in the golden mean ;

Who {corns fantaftic fortune’s l.mc
And laughs at flatt’ry’s gaudy train.

Who eagle-like from virtue’ s height
‘The lefs’ning pomp of courts furveys,

Or like the Ln,e with happy flight,
Amidft the {weets of bLElllt_’y plays,

Thus have I, at the noontide hour,
In fenates feen thee great appear,
Ere night reclin’d, beneath the bow’r
Rept.at thy vows in Myra’s ear.

So the great thunderer above
(Fim rebel fons of earth {uppreft)
Flew on the {ilver plumes of love,
To find repofe on Leda’s blea{t

[45]) Cafe
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1z] Cafe of Hanover forces, p. 21—24.
| iw a Jr"ttm to hi 1S {on (CCI 1\), hc cr;mpm'm that

ital “ h wou d fu: Rl el 5 H(}nu.\, did at

‘ Rome, how ftates are defended by arms, adorned by
“ manners, and improved by laws.”” In return, this dar-
ling fon was received with great civility by the Pruflran
monarch ; and I am told, that upon the reprefentation of
fome of his courtiers concernin g the difadvantages of his
birth, he anfwered with warmth; Were he lord Chefter-
field’s dog, I would have him neatcd in the moft diftin-
guifhed manner,

[47] Sifter to the cardinal of that name, and herfelf
the great protectrefs of men of letters and wit,

r4.u—‘ The opinion entertained of the Englifh at the firft

eaking out of the war, is in a moft lively manner ex-
p;Lll-..d in the fubjoined extract of a letter, dated Bour-
Ei:‘:alj:c, March 6, 1740. * Que ditgs-vous ‘des f}.nglowf‘

Voyez comme ils couvrent toutes les mers. Cleft une

‘_J"'Il

“ grande baleine ; ¢r torum fub peclore poffidet @quor. La
Ry 1 A . .

reine (1’F*p'1m'1c a appris a toute I’k urope un grs and
“ fecret, c’eft que les Indes qu'on croyoit ‘atum es 4
€ i, = )

§ Llp]g.lL par cent mille chaines ne tiennent qu’aun fil.
This came from a Frenchman, but that Frenchman was
Mon tefquien. See his letter to the marquis Nicoliut,
printed 1767, p. 29.

[49] Sce lord Bathurft’s fpeech in the debate December
4, 1741.

[50] This is affirmed in a much ftronger manner in L]‘-'-‘
well-known p’lmpﬂkt alcribed to lord (J' anville, and e
titled, Examination of the Principles, &c, of the Two
]irmflus &ec. p. 4

[51] \ "hat loy (i Chefterfield’s fentiments were on this
occafion appears from the following extract of one of his
lordthip’s letters.  *“ Your friend, but not our friend, is

fE . : 2 - :
4 et out to-day for his country-feat—torn from the king
: by the majority of parliament, and at the fame tim:
11 o
loaded with frefh marks of his favour, fuch as the title
Ay Sl e e
> earl, a confiderable penfion, places {t" his friends and

: dLP ndents.—His ILULHE doeﬂ not look as if it would be

SN Q”“‘i 01“— Our earl was heated when hyp”
Wrote this, He afterwards did more juftice to the ;-;f_‘*'-
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qualities of his a tagonift, Tt fhews however that his op-
fition was fou ,1,__‘,_1 on pi‘inc?pi' I'I'-'-'c_.-fL ly was in

in the part he took in the debates about the in-
=1

cm [ |I.J.. l_;m_-.

1'525 *¢ Sixteen unfortunate and 1'-f4 lous years fince
“ his removal have already written his ¢ !.;- tum.””  Thig
was indifputably true in 1758. Sce Cataloguc of Royal
anc 1 :“._ ble .-"\‘.Li']:i_i!','-f vol 11, P 132, '

[5 moft ingenioufly done in the application
1“....m_n:-. '_l".'.-llg 'S f:-ut-:;rn' uvm;*...[rw between ('_."* T and
."'l\lr! 'L-”'\'"\.' W 'l” 11| 3 (ll."!\. 1ate 5 1{ I 1C ] i-:J.(I O{ th a 1){_“_1‘1._ mcn-

tioned pan nphlet.  “ An vos eftis ulla re o um €o compa-

“ randi? Fuitin illo inge: mm‘ ratic, memoria, litere,
““cura, ¢ *f'f"il:liir) umﬂu“.m IL1 Itos annos regnare medi-
7 tatus, magno .t.h.mu quod cogitarat, effecerat; muneri-
“ bus, mon lef“-L", congiariis, multitudinem i:rn--mc.m
“ delenierar, fuos preemus, adverfarios C]t['ﬁ 1L [e ie
“ devinxerat— quid multa, attulerat ja l]hh,.u civitat,
il

partim metu, partin N patienti 2, Col mdut‘l em ferviend,
“ Cum illo €20 vos dominandi Jp]dmv comparare pof-
** fum, czeteris vero rebus nullo modo eftis comparandi,”
Cicero Philippic,

[54] The fol 'rwmr‘g information I received from the
bifhop of Waterford, ¢ [ ord Chefterfield {poke to me of

* him as of one who had n ot been true to his party, He
* faid, that the laft time that he was at a large meeting of
“ the moft confiderable members of the oppeofition, to
(14

clear himfelf of the {ufpicions he lay under, he declared
“ to them in a folemn manner that he was fm the broad
““ bottom in the anufl fu*ﬂ- and that he uould never
fc ru1r\= ’]'!{ m '1. " g Hpn:]
'\. could not always

dall Y jﬂ P Without .l._(] uainti
(14 kinda b -'.--‘ ] r s 1
WHICH ]L Was oblery o8 .1']‘1. !

tin
as-tn

*¢ tneet together, a particular per(on fhould be 1:*pothJ
¢ to take his 1:':1':}1‘:1‘::.1&0::, and in confequence the duke
* of Argyll was named ‘1 d agreed to ; but Mr. Pulteney
o

Hever \’L It to him af Lanm-uk” \e“) di .blwt ac-
counts of t m remark “bl conference are given by the au-
thor of Faition detesi d, 8cc. P. 45. and the a:_lr 1or of the
:=']f1'\" er, LJ-.LiL;;-L! A f‘,r ce of the peaple, &c, p. ¢ 33 But
the latter feems more con imcn* and agrees beft with lord
Chefterfield’s account =

"55] Earl of Ra r1

[56] Thus
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[z6] Thus he wrote to his favourite chaplain imme-
diately on the revolution.  “ The public has ;11!':5{'1-;1{ me
“ different employments, and among rri‘ ers that which
“ vou mention (the lord i.--ut-..m{.].t_-, I Ireland), but I have
¢“ been offered none, I have afked for none, and T will ac-
“ cept of none, till Ifee a little clearer into matters than

“ I doatprefent. I have oppoled meafures, not men, and

“ the change of two or three men only 1s not a ﬂi ficient
¢ r‘._g" to me that meafures will be changed, 1ay rather
“ an indication that they will not, and I¢m fure no em-
“ ployment whatfoever fhall p'rhnf with me to fuj pport
“ mealures I have fo juitly oppofed. \ good confcience is
“ in my mind a better thin ug than the beft employment,
11

and I will not have the L-uu, till IL:.].; keep it with tne
“ former ; when that can be, [ fhall not decline a public
“ life, though in truth more ‘inclined to 2 private one.”
What me 1y f.rl‘u ar dark 1 this letter, which was dated
March 6, 1742, will foon be cleared up from his lordthip’s
conftant npmimm to burthenfome continental mwfm(:
vhich he looked upon as the LfJI"’l_‘l’}UT‘-G effects of felf-
intereft and intoxication. In the pamphlet which I have
already quoted {o often, as containing our earl’s political
creed, I find thefe words : The parliament met under
“ the s;lmtfﬂ concern and aftonifhment at the Hanover
neutrality, at the Spaniards reigning triumphant over
the N k.ditepuil(f 1, at the activity of our fleet there ;

with the moft fenfible concern for the dep lorable

fituation to which the houfe of Auftria was rcducecf,
and with t‘w rmft fincere difpofition to act vigorouily
and effectually in her behalf. But nobody was fan-
guine, 1 huvki i;l\ defperate, enough to imagine that
this mighty enterprife could be acc omplifhed by the
ﬂrm gth or at the expence of England ALoNE!” Cafe
f the Hanover forces, p. 43.

[-—. It is en mlui, An Ode toa oreat Number of Great

Men lately made, and contains among others the following
[L:I. Z4s :
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See a new progeny defcends
K lum heaven of Britain btmeﬂ friends,
O Mufe, attend my call
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To one of thefe direct my flight ;
Or, to be fure that we are right,
Direct it to them all,

But firft to C— fain you'd fing,
Indeed he’s neareft to the king,
Yet carelefs how you ufe him
Give him, I beg, no labour’d lays,
He will but promife if you pleafe,
And laugh if you abufe him,

Then (but there’s a vaft fpace betwixt)

The new-made e— of B— comes next,
Stiff in his popular pride :

His ftep, his gait, defcribe the man,

‘They paint him better than I can,
Waddling from fide to fide.

Each hour a different face he wears,
Now in a fury, now in tears,

Now laughing, now in {orrow,
Now he’ll command, and now obey,
Bellows for liberty to-day,

And roars for power to-morrow.

At noon the Tories had him tight,
With ftauncheft Whigs he {upp’d at night, .'
Each party thought t’ have won him - |
But he himfelf did fo divide,
Shuffled and cut from fide to fide,
That now both parties thun him.

See yon old dull important lord,

Who at the long’d-for money board
Sits firft, but does not lead -

His younger brethren all things make,

So that the treafury’s like a fnake,
Whofe tail impels the head. !

The valiant C—, valorous S=,
Britain’s two thunderbolts of war,
Still firike my ravifh’d eye;

But

.*_‘ -
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Rut oh ! their ﬂmnmh and lpm ’s flown,
They, like their conqu’ring {words, are grown

.1\1.&_\, L‘} 1)1&::?) h} .

More changes better times this ifle
Demands, oh ! Chefterfield, Argyll,
Tol Ecu_h..g Britain bring ’em ;
Unite all hearts, appeale each ftorm,
*Tis yours fuch actions to perform,
My pride fhall be to {ing *em.

[58] He meant lord Hervey, who in {peaking againit
this bill, and on many other occafi ns, had de fended the
late mumf’ccr. He continued fo to do, after he had loft,
under the prefent adminiftration, his place of lord privy
*LfI

59] The motion to exonerate the nation of the charge
and burden of the mercenaries, was introduced by lord
Chefterfield’s kinfman, the earl of Stanhope, fon to the

great minifter of the hme name.

L(o] See the French letter, which his lordfhip wrote
to the king on refligning his employments, and w hrdl was
printed in Gmma.ly. lr deferves to be pniuwdo 1 many
accounts, and will therefore be inferted at the end of the
volume,

[61] ¢ The pacific minifters were the men who oppofed
this pacific meafure, in which both the king, iurﬂh
“ and Granville, would have willingly confente d if it had
not been re ]zﬂ,‘t *d by them, to whom it was {ent over fe
their approbation. You "will Iﬂlqh think it poilib
for the two brothers to have been the authors of con
“ tinuing the war, which might have been happily anc 1
he )“r.mrab\ ended at that [mlc—much lefs that they
* fhould be able, at the fame time, not only to conceal this
fact, but to charge it on their rival with fuccefs—This
was followed by the ftrongeft oppohtmn to the treaty of
" Worms Ek:m ination of the principles, &c. of the

IWo 1_"1 othe 8 0.

16 ' %p )l ) for a late refignation, p. 5.

] He 1uve 1g1td in a p:ll’UCLli’lI’ manner againft the
P'---'-- -.i-:i u;*ui the Cafe of the Hanover ff;e from
whence

141
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whence he faid the (peakers on the other fide, and in parti-
cular Mr, Pitt, derived their principal arguments,

[64] Soon afterwards earl of Etmont.

[65] Lord Morton, in his {peech, made a handlome en-
comium of the late minifter, He commended his charac.
ter as a friend, his abilities as a ftatefinan. He regretted
his lofs, and exclaimed againft thofe who had deprived his
country of fuch a fupport. As the minifters complained
of the feurrility and abufe with which their conduc and
perfons were afperfed in weekly lhbels, he !hxw:rt!;-’ ar-
raigned them for having introduced and encouraged that
hcentioufnefs of public prints, and condemned them to
fuffer unpitied that pain which they had inflicted upon their
predeceffors, and by their example teach their fucceflors,
that every act of wickednefs at laft is practifed againtt its
Inventor,

[66] The motion for prefenting an addrefs to the king
on that occafion, was made by the earl of Orford, who
fpoke for the firft time in the houfe of peers, and animad-
verted upon the new miniftry, for not having been the firft
introducers of fuch an addrefs, He exprefled in warm
and affecting terms his gratitude and zeal for a mafter
whom he had ferved o long, and o tenderly loved.

[67] Burnet’s Memoirs of his own times, vol, II p.
%2

68] See Plut. in Phecyon.

169] “ Nec vero me fugit, quam fit acerbum, parentum
¢ fcelera filiorum poenis lui. Sed hoc praclare legibus
¢ comparatum eft, ut caritas liberorum amiciores parentes
¢ reipublicee redderet. Ttaque Lepidus crudelis in liberos,
¢ non 1s qui Lepidum koftern judicat.” Epift. ad Brutum
AVL  And 1a XIX. “ Videtur ipfe illud crudéle, quod ad
¢ liberos qui nihil meruerunt, peena pervenit, {ed id et an-
* tiquum eft, et omnium civitatum; fiquidem etiam
# Themiftoclis liberi eguerunt.”

[7e] This'book was publithed for the firft time in thé
beginning of 1745 ; it was reprinted in 1546, and the laft
edition appeared in 1748. ‘The « py of thisedition be-
langing to Dr. Birch and bequeathed to the Britith M-
feum, was a prefent to him from the author, ‘This per-
formance is mentioned by the faid friend as ““a fingle work
* indeed, and compofed at a very early age, but decifive

“ of

Ln
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“ of a grand queftion ﬁF law, and fanfion of govern-
“ ment, the grounds of which had never before been
“ ftated w '-'u due precifion.” See Dr. Birch’s dedication
to (_,.1;'-;;' les Yorke, elq; tht‘:n attorney general, prefixed to
the Letters, J}',-f eches, &'c. of lord C
ed by him and printed in 1963

’ T
'"-1] The Biographic: ]Lflf tionary, and Parliamenta

tor Bacon publifh-

=4y ‘\J
Reoi & y -
'Eiluu.J Pl;‘.-t,u '\’1 {[ TiMol l'.lb L_1-."L1-1 I‘jij‘
[ I 12 ‘r" 2 £ a— ~ 1 " o ‘v [
“”| Love EcefIes N ritten in g ’,‘H, pt ublithed 1n 74.3

14 ]
[Jlu, p eface will be found amon 1o his lord fmp mifcella-
neous pieces. The reafon why the noble editor did not

put his name to the prz“ﬂlum on, may have been his
friend’s encomium of him 1n the follow 1,.- {tanzas of the

1] LILJL{I‘ -

Stanhope 1n wildom as in wit divine
May rife and plead Britannia’s glorious caufe:
’\\1 h fe: ady rein his eager wit co ,-i]ic-,
While manly fenfe the de eep attention draws,
Let ‘\m thope fpeak his lift’ning country’s wrong,
My hu nble voice fhall Pi\.ulﬁ one [ drtial maid
For her alone 1 [}-:_-:1 my tender 1{)”“

Securely fitti g1 his friendly “lud‘

Stanhope fhall come and grace his rural friend,
Delia fhall wonder at her noble gueft

With bmﬂu g awe }m [ iper fruit comme 'd?
And for her hufband’s patron cull the beft,

[73] This a Appears from feveral of his letters; and in
particular from the following extract of one to his friend
h iron de' Kreuningen at the }th“"lt*, dated July 7, 1752.

* Lwill maintain to the face of all the p“a;‘.n“t: in the uni-
verfe, that Pope’s epiftles and (atires have all the good
fenfe d.-ti precifion of Horace’s, with a thoufand times
more wit,”  See letters in this colleion, book I, Let.
XCVIH.

[74] Epilogue to the fatires written in 1738. Under
thele lines ftands this note of the learned prelate, whofe
tluftrations adorn the works of his friend, ¢ ?hilip earl

“of

(1

11
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““ of Chefterfield, commonly given by writers of all par-
¢ _ties for an exa IT;‘]C to thu age he lives in, of fuperior
* talents and public virtue ;”” to which I i’h::]i add the fol-
lowing lines from the lmhop s ingenious friend Dr. Brown,
i his effay prefixed to Mr., Pope’s fatires, wherein he fa}a
that poet

“ Now with a mufe more facred and refin’d
““ Calls forth a Chefterfield’s or Lonfdale’s mind.”

-'75'] See Mr. Pope’s epiftle on the charaders of women.

] “ Her grace defires Mr. Glover and Mr. Mallet
= maw, wite the | hiftory of the duke of Marlborough, that
*“ it may be known to the world how truly the late duke
“ withed that juftice fhould be done to all mankind, who,
*“ her grace was fure, left king James with great regrer,
*“ at a time when it was plain it was with hazard to him-
“ {tlf, and if he had been like the patrists of the prefent
* times, he might have been all that an ambitious man
‘“ could have impui for, by aflifting king James to fettle
* popery in England. Her grace fays fhe fhould be ex-
“ tremely obliged to the earl of Chefterfield, who never
** had any call to give himfelf any trouble about her, if he
“ would comply with her very earneft requeft, which i,
“ that he will direct the two perfons above- memmncd
 who are to write the faid hiftory, which fhe is extreme-
“ ly defirous fhould be done well. Her grace defires that
¢ no part of the faid hiftory be in verfe, and that it may
“ pot begin in the ufual fosm of hiftories, but only from
¢ the revolution. And fhe dires that the faid hiftory
¢ fhall, before it is printed, have the ppxobanon of the
< ear] of Chefterficl Id, and all her executors, &c.” Her

grace’s intentions were however completely fruftrated,
Mr. Glover foon defifted from this uudeitalw]w and re-
figned his fhare to his colleague Mr. Mallet. This laft
gentleman, very equal to the tafk, and '1bllh(1 antly fLit:-
nithed with f family papers, foreign intelligence, and all
kind of private information, die d in 1765, without hav-
ing made any great progi ofs in the \\.(J[L* at leaft very
few fragments were found among his papers. .
[77] This worthy minifter Ll.dmppllv exchanged the
olive for the laurel, being killed in 1746 at the banl» of

Rocoux. :
[78] The

"~
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[78] The allied army, commanded by marfhal Wade,
was compofed of 22,000 Englifh, 16,000 Hanoverians,
12,000 ’&ufhnm, and 35,000 DLlrc:h in all, 85,000, the
ﬁutl troops that ever were brought into the ﬁdd The
French left marfhal Saxe with a body only of 38,000
men, their garrifons being totally drained of troops, and
wholly un provided for a fie ge, Conduct of the two bro-
thers, p. 13, 14

[79] See Ll GJHdi!ff of the two brothers, &c. p. 14

ﬁ%r)} This was ftrongly exprefled in the iollowmg
French lines, which came from the camp of the enemy :

“ Dans les plaines de Lifle exemptes de carnage,

“]l eft un camp fameux en illuftres guerriers;

“ Bellone chaque jour les conduit au fourage,

¢ Et leur donne du foin en guife de lauriers.”
The French garrifon at Lifle difplays their wit, at the ex-
pence of the inactive warriors they could fee from their

lls. Harlequin was introduced upon the ftage, ftrutting

along with great pomp, and in a characteriftic drefs, with
a bundle of letters under each arm. Being afked what
he had under the right, he anfwered orders, and what un-
der the left, with L(I'L‘dl {olemnity, counter-orders. "This, I
am told, was exactly the fact, except that both the orders
and counter-orders were in the fame letters ; the former in
the body, and the latter in the poltfcript

81] ¢ His lordfhip told me once that many lies had
“ been told of him to the king, and with fuch circumftan-
“ ces, that he was not furprifed that his majefty believed

“ them.” Letter from the bithop of Waterford.
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A SE of the Hanover forces, &c. P- 50, 51.

ibid. p. 45. 48.
3] Ibid.
1 T “ P - = ™ ¥
4] Apology for a late re ignation, p. 1 3.
5] Cafe of the Hanover forces, P- 53.

Apology, &c. p. 0.

Ibid. p. 12.

“ Abbé de la Ville had abilities, temper, and indaf:
y. We could not vifit, our two mafters being at war;
but the firft time I met him at a third place, I got fome-
body to prefent me to him ; and I told him, that though
we were to be national enemies, [ flattered myfelf \ﬁe
might, however, be perfonal friends. Two days after-
wards, 1 went early to folicit the deputies of Amfter-
dam, where 1 found abb? de la Ville, who had been be-
fore hand with me ; upon which I addrefled myfelf
to the deputics, and faid {milingly, 7 am very forry,
gentlemen, o find my enemy with you "y &;’;g-zuf'}fg 5f
bis capactty is already fufficient to fear bim : we are wt
upon equal terms, but I truft 1o your own interefts againft
bis talents 5 if I bave not bad this day the Sirt word, [
They {miled ; the abbé was
pleafed with the compliment, and the manner of it
He ftayed about a quarter of an hour, and then left
me to my deputies, with whom I continued upon the
fame tone, though in a very ferions manner; that I
was only come to ftate their own true interefts to them,
plainly and fimply, without any of thofe arts which
it was neceflary for my friend to make ufe of to de-
ceive them, I carried my point, and continued my
procédé with the abb?; and by this eafy and polite com-
merce with him at third places, I often found means tofith
¢ out

]
|
i Apc
]
]

3T
e




NOTES OF: SECIEEIO NN 281

¢ gut from him whereabouts he was.” 'Lord Chefterfield’s
Letters to his fon, letter CCLVIIL See likewile letter
CCXClI. where he adds very judicionfly, ¢ Fhere is not
« 3 more prudent maxim than to live with one’s enemies
« g5 if they may one day become one’s friends, as it com-
‘ monly happens, fooner or later, in the viciflitudes of
¢ political affairs.”

[9) ¢ The abbé de la Ville and I were at once friends
“ and enemies at the Hague; and it was not our fault if
“ we had not a peace four years ago.”” Letter of lord
Chefterfield, dated March 12, 1749, fee book I. Let,
XXXIV.

[10] That this was the common opinion among the
people is fufficiently acknowledged in all the hiftories of
the times; and the famous Rouflet is faid to have been
the principal promoter of that report. See Vaderlandiche
Hiftorie, vol, XX, p. 32, 33.

-~

[i11] When the duke of Cumberland was appointed to
this command, he was only confidered as the nominal
commander, on account of his inexperience and great
youth. Marfhal Konigfeg was in reality the commander
i chief, as he was then called 4 /atere.

[12] Examination of the conduét of the two Brothers,
&c. P: 20.

[13] The following anecdote I received from the bithop
of Waterford. In confequence of the plan that had been
concerted, as foon as the fiege of Tournay was begun,
lord Chefterfield received a letter from marfhal Konigleg
the Auftrian commander, acquainting him, that fuch a
day the confederate army were to move, which was the
word that had been agreed upon between them to exprefs
the intended attack. His excellency, upon receiving this
I&_ttcr, waited on the States General, 1o acquaint them
with the contents. He mentioned the fame day at his
table the news of the approaching action, Thiree officers
were prefent, who, upon hearing  this, as f{oon as dinner
was over, fet out immediately for Flanders, and arrived
at Fontenoy the day before the battle was fought ; and
one of them, the fon of Sir John Vanbrugh, was wounded
in the action by a ball, which was quite flattened on the
bde that ftruck againft his thigh-bone, and yet, what is
remarkable, without breaking it. This extraordinary
particular was communicated by a friend, who faw and

VoL. I. iy examined

e
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examined the ball after the furgeon had extradteq it
from the wound, of which this ingenious and promifing
officer died a few days after the battle.

[14] Copy of a letter from lord Bolingbroke to Sir
Everard Fawkner, fecretary to his royal highnefs the duke
of Cumberland, dated Batterfea, May 14, 1745.

DEAR SIR,

YOU have had letters, I doubt not, on the late un-
fortunate event from all your friends who are in the
world ; 1t is time, therefore, that you fhould hear on the
fame occafion from one who is out of it. You know that
fo one can take a warmer part than [ do in all that con-
cerns the intereft and honour of this country. Neither a
long profeription, nor loffes, nor mortifications of every
kind, can make me indifferent to them. The fentiment
is natural and habitual too in me, The difappointment of
his royal highnefs before Tournay, and the lofs of fo
many brave men, grieve me to the foul. 1 call it 2 dif
appointment, for the duke, the Britith, and the Hano-
verian troops cannot be faid properly to have been de-
feated. The common caufe fuffers, but our national
honour is advanced; and that of the young hero you
ferve, rifes above all the examples we have had fince our
black prince and Henry the fifth. There is comfort in
thefe confiderations for the paft, and hope for what is to
come. “T'he courage and conduét he fthewed in the action,
make him an objeét of admiration to all the world, and
the compaflionate tears he fhed after it, gave them a new
luftre in my fenfe. Both one and the cther endear him
to the people among whom he was born, for whom he
fights, and for whom he feels.—God profper him ! I was
forry that your hurry of bufinefs and my retired life,
hindered me from embracing you at your departure. But
wherever you go, my beft wifhes accompany you, and
every affectionate fentiment- that can flow from the heart
of one who is, dear fir,

Your fincete friend,
and moft obedient humble fervant,
BoLINGBROKE.

[r5] Condudt
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[15] Conduét of the two Brothers, p.42.

[16] The great fhare which the Irifh brigade had in the
ficcefs of the day was fully afcertained by one of their
moft refpectable countrymen, colonel Dromgold. He
publifhed two letters in French, on purpofe to expofe the
fallacious account given by Voltaire, in his poem on the
battle of Fontenoy ; a poem which lord Chefterficld, not-
withttanding his partiality to the author, very wittily
ridiculed in one of his French letters. See book L lett.
XIV. of this collection.

[17] Both the fpeech and the letter will be inferted in
this volume.

[18] Lord Chefterfield was one of them, as lord lieu-
tenant of Ireland and privy-couniellor.

[19] This conqueft was certainly of great importance,
and in the end procured peace; but it was magnified to
fuch a degree, that the noble duke, then at the head of
the admiralty, declared, zhat if France was mafter of Port/-
mouth, be would bang the man who Jbould grve up Cape
Breton tn exchange of 1. Apology for a late Refignation,
p. 14.

[20] Ibid p. 13.

[21] Second Series of Faés and Argumerits, &¢. p. 39

[22] Ibid. p. 43. 45.

[23] Ibid. p. 44.

|24] Lord Chefterfield alluded to the raifing of thefe
regiments in his humorous petition to the king, re-print-
ed at the end of the colleftion of letters to his fon, “ Your
“ petitioner raifed fixteen companies of one hundred men
“ each, at the public expence, in fupport of your ma-
“ jefty’s undoubted right to the imperial crown of thefe
“ realms.”

[25] Letter CCLXXIV.

[26] From the bifhop of Watetford’s letters, who adds
the following circumftance. ** A perfon, when he was
“ in this kingdom, afked him one day, how he could go
i through fo much bufinefs; and received this anfwer,
becaufe I stever put off to to-morrow what I can do to-day.”

127] From the fame.

[28] It will be found among his lordthip’s mifcellane-
ous pieces,
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L29] A zealous proteftant, thinking RE pd\ his court
to the J ord lieutenant, came to i *‘-'\J.n bim, that one of
his coachmen was a Roman ca ta.rJ n., and p vately went
o mafs.  Does be indeed ? faid his lo rdthip; well, { will
take care be f’..(f!f HEVEY Carry me there

{:cw] The dean’s famous letters '.uﬁcr that name are
fufficiently known.

[31] An inftance of his lord'['h:p‘s calmnefs and pre-
fence of niind on this occafion has been given me by the
bithop of Wat '“rf'or’* ¢ 1 cannot, Ln'; he, forbear to
*“ mention a pun of his lordfhip’s, which (hews his quick-
£ nds at re }.nt.:rc, and that he had the beft informations
“ of the dilpofitions of the Roman catholics, and was
““ not afraid of them. The vice-treafurer, Mr. Gardiner,
¢ _aaman of a good character and a confiderable {blmne
¢ waited upon him one morning, and in a great fright
“ told him, that he was ﬂfLLlr'LU., upon c*r;od “111[110’1 ty,
¢ that the people in the province of Cumau’“ht were
“ actually rifing. Upon which lord Chefterfield took
“ out his watch, and with great compofure anlwered him,
& It is mne o i:f’“{ ky and Lt!!r-’i’H'rlU time for them to rifes |
“ therefore believe Your news. to f;z’ tiue.”

[gzl The qulomnﬁ information, which gives a fingu-
lar inftance of lord Chefterficld’s vigilance 1n 11:, vice-
royalty, has been communicated by the bifh 1op of Water-
ford. Itis given in the words of the oallant and aclive
captain M-:rwr, from whom the information comes

In the year 1745, captain Mercer was ordered to con-
voy the earl of Chefterfield from Holyhead to his govera-
nent of Ire 1'111(1, where he landed on the 31ft of Amuﬁ
In November following, a large fleet of Eaft India-men
artived in the harbour of Galway, where his excellency
and the commifiioners thought proper to fend down 2
number rJf revenue officers, o prevent imuwmw On
which occafion moft of captain Mercer’s crew - and officers
were fent on that fervice by land, and }11.5 wﬂl unrigged
and laid up. But lord ncﬁerrwi having received letters
from Belfatt, in the county of Antrim, that the rebels
had taken pofiefiion of Glafgow ; and that there were
three or four hundred boats aflembled off Air, Irwin,
and Salt Coats, which were but a fmall cnﬂ;mun from
the 7-11’1 coaft, people were much alarmed, left zmrm
vaion

il
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wafion was intended, and hoped for fome afliftance by
fea. Their fears were fo g.uh, that they were even
burying their linen, plate, &c. under ground; ﬁm no
men of war being then on the Irifh coaft, his excellency
fent for c ‘upm ‘\'1tiLLI late at night, and informed 1.-1;*-.1
of the melancholy accounts he had received ; and that he
knew of no means which coulc {0 lpm dily ‘eafe -the
people’s minds as his failing diretly to Beli aft, o find
out the defign of U"” ]”'w: fleet of boats, and to give
the natives every confolation and affiftance in his power.
Captain | Mercer told his excellenc y, that his ﬂnp was
unrigged, his officers and crew at Galway, and -that he
had no method of failing but by fhipping a new crew,
which muft be done by approbation of the board -of re-
venue. Lord Chefterficld, though it was then very late
at night, had Mr. Gray, one of the commiflioners,
raifed out of bed to give the *:cdfll} orders, and after-
wards hoped captain Mercer vo'lLi be equij p'_d in a few
days. Tmmediately captain Mercer, with the few men

he had left and fome afliftants, began to rigg his flup
and get provifions on board, and the next morning was
fo lucky as to have fhipped 2 COL'I‘]IHC crew, when he
waited upon his excellency, to inform him he was ready
to fail, and only waited his commands; which were, to
ff"lm every intelligence of the rebels motions, and to de-
hver difpatches from the lords of the admitalty fo two
floops of war, commanded by the captains Duff and
Knowell, which were cruifing between the Clyde and the
ifle of Man, to prevent fpirits or any other  liquoss
going ‘from thence to the rebels. He was fortunate
enough to fall in with them the next day, and then
flood over to the coaft of Scotland, where he difcovered
that the fleet of boats, which had fo much alarmed the
people -on - the "Northern ‘coaft of Ireland, were only
ﬂﬂimg for heriings,© This intelligence, in a great mea-

M

fure, dz‘i'pklttd th“ ir fears, and C’lp’{f”" Mercer continued

on th:u: ftation all the {pring of the year, giving lord
Chefterficld every intelligence he could receive by Kegj

ng up a (,ulerl.?O]dtHCu. with gene ral Campbell, father
o }ht prefent duke of Argyll, who anmd {oon after
with a frigate of war and two tranfports laden with
arms and money, to raife and pay the Argylifhire nulitia.

-
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In the month of April, the rebels quitted the weft of
Scotland, and captain Mercer was ordered to convoy
his excellency the earl of Chefterfield to Chefter, where,
foon after their landing, they received intelligence of
the duke of Cumberland having totally defeated the
rebels at Culloden.

Captain Mercer commanded at that time a {mall
frigate of ten guns and fifty men, in the fervice of the
FEvenue,

[33] Rolt’s Hiftory of the laft War,

[34] Chiefly from the bithop of Waterford’s infors
mation.

[35] By that a&;, all popith eftates, at the death of
the late popith pofleflor, are divided in equal parts,
fhare and fhare alike, among his popifh relations who
are the neareft of kin, if they all continue in their reli-
gion; but if one of them turn proteftant, he becomes
the heir at law. As lord Chefterfield approved of that
act, I cannot help thinking that even he himfelf was not
abfolutely free from all prejudices on that fubject.

[36] Lord Chefterfield’s letters to the bifhop of Water-
ford, book III, letter X X XI. _

[37] Ibid. book IIL letter XXI.

[38] From private information of the bifhop of Wate-
ford,

[39] The following fa&, which may be depended
upon, is a proof of this affertion. A very confiderable
gentleman of the county of Kerry, and member of parlia-
ment, was indebted to a neighbouring tradefman, who
had frequently applicd to him for the payment of his juft
demand. The tradefman going one day to the gentle-
man’s houle to renew his application, the latter ordered
his {ervants to tie him to the pump and horfewhip him.
‘Thefe orders werg obeyed with the utmoft feverity.
The poor man came up to Dublin with his complamis
to the lord licutenant, who immediately directed a fpecial
commillion of oyer and terminer to repair to that county
and try the caule; the confequence of which was, that
the gentleman was fined in a very heavy penalty.

[40] This young noblemaa died of ths fmall-pox at
Paris, to the inexpreflible regret of his mother, who, to
the day of her death, never forgave herfelf not having

[41] Ta

had him inoculated,
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Ta1] To her was addrefled a copy of verfes by Mr.
Jones a bricklayer, who had complimented lord Chefter-
Feld on his arrival at Dublin, and now took occalion of
her ladyfhip’s obtaining a pardon for two deferters, to pay
his refpets to her.

[42] Stanhope each purpofe of his breaft
To gen’rous views confign’d;
And chofe his method to be bleft,
By blefling all mankind.

Stanhope, though high thy tranfports glow,
To one falfe ftep deflcend ;

Or you’ll incur the dang’rous woe
Of him whom all commend.

Ta3] Lord Chefterfield, in a letter he wrote to the duke
in the beginning of 1746, exprefled himfelf in tlis re-
markable manner : “ As Scotland has been the cradle, 1
“ moft earneftly with and hope it will become the grave
s of the rebellion, under the aufpicious command of
“ your royal highnefs.”

[44] Lord Chefterficld did not join with the minifters
in this meafure; for though he was very much attached
to his friends in adminiftration, he knew his duty to his
fovereign, in the ftation he then filled, too well to have
taken {o unjuftifiable a ftep. After his lordfhip was be-
come fecretary of ftate, and was in fome meafure re-
fored to his former intercourfe with his old mafter ; the
king, talking of what had pafled, and in particular com-
plaining of the ill treatment of his minifters at that gime,
took occafion to afk his lordfhip in a kind manner, whe-
ther he would have continued in his fervice if Jord Gran-
ville had not given up the feals. To this lord Chefterfield
very candidly replied, “ Sir, nothing fhould have tempt-
“ed me to have quitted your majefty’s fervice while 1
was in Ireland, and a rebellion raging in your domi-
nions. I think you might have very juitly tricd me
by martial law for quitting my poft. It 1s certainly
true, fir, that it was my refolution, as foon as I return-

ed to your majefty’s prefence, to beg your permiflion
“ o quit your fervice.” This frank declaration was fo

far
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far from difpleafing the monarch, that he gracioufly faid,
“ My lord, I was always fure you would aét like 3 man
* of honour.”

[45] The rev. Mr. Codere, minifter of the French
chapel in Berwick-ftreet.

[46] Letters to his fon, letter LXXVI.

[47] French letters in this colle@ion, book I. letter XIV.

48] The charaGter which lord Chefterfield gave to a
female correfpondent of that gentleman’s qualifications
(Ibid. let. X1V.) thews fufficiently the impropriety of the
choice. 'We fhall have opportunitics of adding fome
touches to the picture,

[49] Letters to his fon.

[50] An inftance of this happened foon after our earl
was appointed fecretary of ftate. One of the greateft
places had been allotted by the reigning minifter to a
petfon whom the king particularly difliked. He refufed
to-confent to the nomination, and he did it in fo peremp-
toty a manner, that none of the members of the cabinet
dared to fpeak to ‘him any more about it. Lord Chefter-
field was defired 1o undertake it; and one morning he
waited upon the king with the commiffion ready to be
filled up. As foon as he mentioned the name, the mo-
narch angnly refufed, and faid, 7 would rather have the
acvil. ~With all ‘my heart, replied the earl, I only beg
leaye to put your majefty in mind, that the commiflion
1s indited ‘#o our right=trufly and right well-beloved coufin,
This fally had its effeét ; the king laughed, and faid, My
lord, “do as you pleafe.

[51] Apology, &c. p. 25.

152] Lord Harrington had loft all credit with the king
irom the time he had joined in the refignation with the
reft of the minifters; and his majefty finding the oppor-
tunity favourable to his wifhes, was determined to get nd
of him.  He carried his refentment {6 far, that it was
with the utmoft difficulty Mr., Pelham and the reft of the
adminiftration could prevail on his majefty to fuffer him
to fucceed lord Chefterfield as lord lieutenant of Ireland.

(53] Apology, &c.
thid,

Lietters to his fon, letter LXXXIV. =
[5€1 The
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[56] The profit he made is humoroufly ftated in one
of Tris letters to the bithop of Waterford. ¢ I can affure
“.you, 1 got five hundred pounds clear upon the whole,”

[57] Conduct of the T'wo Brothers, &c. p.48. In I?I’
fequel to that pamplhilet, which like the former came from
a Granwvillian and a \\C‘J informed author, the fame [hl:lg{
is repeated with the following infinuation. * In plain
* Englith, one cannot help 1‘['?! ofing that it was partly in
: ({amp[imu][ to H. R. H. the duke that the refolution
¢ was taken to prolong the war, and that as he had not
“ the honour of mmnmudmﬁ the allies this year, we con-
“ nived at the loffés of i nml kept our ftrength in re-
~ Iﬂne, to render him fo much the more ulnﬁnom, by the
“ efforts of the next.”—Second Series, p. 46.

[58] The letter is dated Breda, Nov. 20, 14746, and
figned Waflenaer. . “ Dans le moment le comte de Sand-
« wich fort de chez moi, ou il a eu la bonté de venir m’ap-
«“ prendre une nouvelle, qui en tout tems, mais furtout
“ dans la circonftance préfente ne peut que me cauier une
“ joye inexprimable. J’ai vli, milord, avec la plus agréable
“ furprife au bas de llS c‘up'-ches le nom de ’homme qu
« je refpecte, que j’admire, et permettez moi de trancher le
mot que j'aime le plus, le nom de Cflt, terfield—M. le
“ confeiller mni;onanc ’(;11 es) 4 qui ja’i eu le plaifir d en
“ apprendre la premiere nruuﬂlL, m’en 2 temoigné fon
“ extréme contentement, €t {ent comme moi toute ! influ-
ence que votre heureule entrée dans le miniftere doit
“ avorr, {ur les affai ijl Lu-isn-—}u“mh la fituaton de la
“ republique ne fut p us déplorable. Son état politique
et militaire, celui de fes finances, -vous eft parfaitement
“ connu. Nous ﬂwmmes peut étre a la veille d’ctre Lome
ver(és, fi PAr gleterre nétre meilleure et n otre plus fi-
déle alliée, et la plus intereflée & notre exiftence, ne
< pr évient notre ruine: le tems eft 1=1F1r11111 1t pu-uuw.-
daignez, mylord, employer tous vos foins et vos efforts
pour nous faire parvenir au gram! but qui nous raflem-
ble ic1 : le plmlu inexprimable d’avoir rendu le repos a
‘“ FBut (i“‘ {era vOtre recompenfe, et votre nom fera en
bénédiction 3 tous les peuples, Nous aurons en particu-
% Yier la fatisfaction de devoir notre bonheur 2 'ami de la
republique,”
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[59] Apology, &c. p. 2.

[60] Ibid. p. 26.

[61] Lord Chefterfield had ever fhewn great friendthip
for that gentleman, who was very much attached to his
lordfhip.—He took him over to Ireland, and gave him the
office of black rod, during the time of his refidence
there,

[62] Conduét of the two brothers, p. 60, 61.

L63] Vaderlandiche hiftorie, vol. XX. p. 105,

[64] Conduét, &c,

[65] Apology, &ec. p. 29.

[66] The king of France’s expreflion is faid to have
been, * He! Bien Monfieur de Ligonier, quand eft ce
que le roy votre maitre nous donnera la paix r—Well, ge-
neral Ligonier, when will the king your mafter grant us
peace ?”

[67] He was the only minifter in the cabinet who had,
upon principle, contended for the neceflity of coming to
a {peedy accommodation, Second ferses, &c. p. 48. No-
thing could be more honourable to lord Chefterfield than
this teftimony from a rival, whom he had contributed to
remove,

[68] Though this expreflion was borrowed from the
object of lord Chefterfield’s ftrongeft paflion, it muft be
obferved to this honour, that he ftrictly kept to the rule
which he bad dictated to himfelf in Ireland, and never
played till he was out of the miniftry.

[69] Vaderlandfche hiftorie, vol. XX p- 159, 160.

[70] Letter to Mr Dayrolles,

[71] Vaderl. hift. ibid,

[72] See lord Chefterfield’s French letters in this col-
lection,

[73] Examination, &ec. p. %o.

[74] Apology, &c. p. 35, 36,

[75] This gentleman had held conferences before that
time with lord Ligonier while in Flanders, and his lord-
fhip was directed by the Englith miniftry to defire him to
repair to London in the moft fecret manner,

[76] Apology, &c. p. 37—a44. See likewife the other
pamphlets which 1 have quoted before, and which were
publifhed by writers perfectly well informed.

' [78} In
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[77] In a manufcript letter to Dr. Birch, dated Ther-
field, Nov. 28, 1748, I find {fome interefting particulars,
w]mh the author had from Mr. Horace \\‘1 pole, with
whom he was very intimate. ““ I met my great and good
“ friend Mr. Walpole on the road, and have le a volu-
minous correfpondence this fummer with him-——You
thall have a few broken hints.—I think | have informed
you of my perufing Mr. Walpole’s letters or rather
memorials to the duke, and a very ample one to the
“ duke of Newcaftle. You have feen the anlwer to bi-
“ fhop Sherlock’s colours and excufes for continuing the
war laft year, and his abfurd notion of France, which
I reprefented and inforced in order to provoke him to
this work. It has been communicated to [everal perfons
“ of diftin€tion. Chefterficld was eager for its being
¢ printed. But though Mr. Walpole is willi ling to give fa-
lutary inftructions and informations, he .‘.th.'!r._t.; all
public offence. Though Mr. Walpole’s papers contra-
di¢ted the king’s and the duke’s humour, H. R. H. was
not offended with the addrefs, but only on hearing mey

had been imparted to others. However, Mr. Walpole
had a conference of more than two hours with the
“ duke. H. R. H. was prepared, and managed with
“ great art. As it was principal, I will only “mention
what pafled relative to Pruffia. Mr. Walpole ftrongly
¢ infifted on this power being gained, and obferved how
“ improper and faint all attempts had been. As the ne-
ceflity was plain and pregnant, all who had accefs and
intereft with the king thould talk in this abfolute prefling
ftrain, This was done in a lefs confiderable inftance,
When Granville became intolerable and impracticable,
1;‘! the minifters were abfolute and peremptory. The
duke replied with refentment, that he hoped never qpmn
to fee his royal father have fuch ufage. Mr. Walpole re
joined what he fuggefted *11:ght e done {‘tmnclw «n'ld
decifively , without giving offence. In order to diaw the
real attention and confidence of Pruflia, the affair fhould
be communicated to parliament. This would be po-
pular, and produce the ftrongeft votes. When his l'i’l'v’-
ing been a little too forward and bufy was infinuated,
‘Mr. W alpole let him know that perfons well affected and
of confequence would bave brought it into parliament,

¢ had
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* had it not been for his interpofition. * Mr. Walpole re-
* prefented the fure and fpeedy conquefts the French ,
“ might make of the continent. What then would be- i
¢ come of all his family ? Every one would be for mak- |
‘“ ing their own compofitions, and the rather as this was
“ the effect of a known averfion to Pruffia. The duke
“ then mentioned Sir E. Fawkener’s being fent. M.
““ Walpole faid, the minifter was not fo material as the
¢ previous aflurances and inftrutions. But he afterwards
“ took occafion thfee timres to inculcate H. R. H. going
“ in perfon; and added, the affair would be thus com-
¢ pleted at Berlin in 24 hours. It could not be, or fi-
¢ lence was the anfwer. Villiers, who is an able minif
“ ter, by Granville’s advice, refufed to go. Chefterfield’s
“ laft work was to draw up Legge’s mftructions ; they
“ were excellent. What alterations have been made ]
“ know not. Legge, that his errand might not be infig-
““ nificant, has ventured to make offers, which have given
“ offence.”

[78] Mr. George Stanhope, brother to earl Stanhope,
had a regiment.

[79] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles.

NOTES
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(1] ['X R T'HUR’s Chocolate-houfe, formerly White’s,
from whence many of the Tatlers are dated. Lord Chef-
terfield being once afked, Why he never was feen at routs
and affemblies ? anfwered, That he never went to conven-
ticles where there was an eftablifhed church.
2] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, p. 342.
3] Freneh Letters in this co lutlon, p. 85, 100.
Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, p.
French Letters in this (.o”e(.ho'l, o
Ibid. p. 17g—181.
From private information.
8] Letters to his fon, vol. I. Lett. CXIX.
lg] Letters to Mr. ]_)J}lollcb, o o
[to] Letters to his fon, vol. I. Lett. CXXIL
[11] Ibid, vol. L. p. 250.
lr2]  Few hmwb would mortify me morc than to fee
you bearing a part in a concert with a fiddle under your
chin, ora pim in your mouth.” Iblﬁ. vol. I p. 3@6.
[13] Ibid. letter CLXXX.
[14] Ibid. vol. IL. P- 425.
[15] This expreflion is frequently ufed in lord Chefter-
field’s letters to his fon.

[16] The duke de Nivernois. Letters to s fon, vol. L
P- 498.

[17, 18] In this collection, vol.

L1g] Lard Chefterfield had, with fome difficulty, fuc-
ceeded in procuring him a prebend of Windfor.

[20] Mr. Stanhope was now nincteen years old, a time
of life when thefe exertions became parr“laxw necef-

14

144

{ary.

[21] For
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[21] For the poft of refident at Venice. See p. 207, of
thefe Memoirs.

[22] “ Lord Macclesfield, who had the greateft fhare
in forming the bill, and who is one of the greateft ma-
thematicians and aftronomers in Europe, fpoke after-
* wards with infinite knowledge and all the clearnefs that
fo intricate a matter would admit of ; but as his words,
his periods, and his utterance were not near fo good as
mine, the preference was moft unanimoufly, though
moft unjuftly, given to me.” Letters to his fon, vol, II.
Ntk

; [23] French letters in this collection, p. 213.

[24] Marquis de Botta.

L25] Letters LXXVIL to Mr. Dayrolles in this collec-
tion,

Letters to his fon, vol. II. Lett. LXXXVIL
Erench letters in this collection, p. 207.
Ibid. p. 21 2.

Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, p. 305.

Letters to hisfon, vol. II. Lett. LXXX.
Ibid. Lett. LXXILI.

Ibid, Lett. LXXVIII,

Ibid. Lett, LXXX,

Ibid. Lett. LXXXI.

[35] This gentleman fignalized himfelf in the laft war
in America, and was fecond in command to Monfieur de
Montcalm, governor of Canada. The account of h_ls
voyage round the world fince that time may be feen in
two publications ; one by Dom. Pernetty, ‘and the other
more at large by himfelf. _

[36] The original and tranflation are both found in this
collection of mifcellaneous pieces, p. 276—281.

[37] Lord Pawlett,

[38] Ibid. p. 417.

[30] Ibid. p. 418.

[40] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, p, 422.

[41] Ibid. p. 425.

[42] The actual forces of thefe powers employed
againft Great Britain and her ally the king of Pruflia,
amounted to upwards of $00,000 men, exclufive of the
whole maritime power of France,
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The Auftrian forces were computed at 300,000 men,

The French at 300,000
The Ruflians employed on this occafion, 150,000
The Saxons, 30,000
The Swedes, 25,000

In all, 805,000

[43] Letter CX. to his fon, vol. 1L

[44] Letters to his fon, vol. II. letter CIIJ,

bap] %] fee by the news-papers, as well as by your
letter, that the difficulty ftill fubfifts about your ceremo-
nial at Ratifbon : fhould they, from pride and folly,
prove infuperable, and obftruct your real bufinefs, there
is one expedient, which may perhaps remove difficul-
ties, and which 1 have often known practifed; but
which, I believe, our people here know nothing of : it
15 to have the dmxafiu of minsffer only in the oftenfi-
ble title, and that of envoy extraordinary in your pock-
et, to produce occafionally, efpecially if you fhould be
ient to any of the electors in your neig 1boml1rui; or
elle, in any tranfaction that you may have, in which
your title as envoy-extraordinary may create gruu diffi-
culties, to have a reverfal given you, decl laring, that the
temporary {ufpenfion of that (,.hﬂl'&LLCl e donner a pas
“ la moindre atteinte m a vos droits, ni a vos pretentions.”

Ibid. letter CXLVII.
[46] Ibid. letter CL.
[47] Ibid. letter CLXXIX. CLXXX. &c,
[48] * You will not be in this parliament, at leaft not
at the beginning of it. I relied too much upon lord
*“ C—’s promife, above a year ago at Bath.” ~ Ibid. letter
CXCV,

t49] Ibid. letter CXCVI.

[50] He fucceeded lord Stormont at the court of Vien-
na,

[51] Lord Chefterfield having fuffered for a long time,
and very feverely, with the rhe umauim for which he .;dd
taken a variety of medicines without receiving any bene-
fit, refolved ar laft to try the effeét of calomel. - He took
five grains of it, and this producing no fenfible alteration,
he increafed the dofe in a day or two to feven, He was
prefently after feized with a falivation, the fymptoms of

-
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which ran very high, and which his phyfician tried in vain
to ftop. It continued for fix weeks; but at the end of
that time his lordthip was entirely free from his rheumatic
pains, and never felt them afterwards.

[52] Letter XXXIX. to the bithop of Waterford, p.
EO4.

[53] Ibid. letter XLI. p. 507.

[54] Ibid. letter XLVIL p. 514.

[55] Ibid. letter XLVIL p. 514.

[56] Ibid. letter XIIL p. 471.

[57] They are found in the fecond volume from p. LAl
t0 549.

[58] So great was lord Chefterfield’s influence in Ire-
land, that I have been informed, no perfon was ever feen
drunk in public during the whole of his adminiftration.

[59] Letters to Mr, Prior, p. 546.

[60] Letter L. to the bifhop of Waterford,

[61] Thisisalfo the opinion of another philofophic and
elegant writer of the prefent age, who feems to have pur-
fucd the fame idea. But fince Paraguay has been brought
under the dominion of Spain, it has appeared, that the
empire which thefe fathers have exercifed in that extenfive
continent, has been founded on the moft odious principles
of tyranny; and that they had reduced the deluded and
barbarous inhabitants of that fertile {pot to the moft abject
ftate of {lavery.

[62] See French letters in this colleétion, p. 233.

[62] All the cftates that came from the late earl to his

fuccetlor were annexed to the title by his will.

[64] Letter LIX. to the bifhop of Waterford,

[65] Mr. D’Eyverdun, a Swifs gentleman of good fa-
mily and great abilities, recommended to lord Chefterfield
by Mr. Dayrolles.

[66] Seep. 154. of thefe memoirs.

[67] Letter XLVIIL to the bifhop of Water{ord.

[68] Ibid. letter LLXI. .

L6¢] The editor is obliged to Mr. Dayrolles for this in-
formaucen, as well as for the communication of {everal
other very material circumftances; and embraces this

opportunity
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opportunity of making his public acknowledgments to
him for his great civilities,

[70] By the death of Sir William Stanhope, the Buck-
inghamfhire eftate, amounting to eight thoufand pounds
per annum, which had been given to him by his father
on his firft marriage, reverted to the earl.

[71] Dr. Warren, phyfician to the king,
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A.

.4 DMINISTRATION. = Reflec-
tions on oppofition to 1t,
68, 69, 70.

Affairs.  State of, at the acceffion

of George 1. 34.

Aix-la- ("'r"ru-.".-.‘-e‘ffﬁr. Peace of, 58:;.-
dlgarotti, Obfervations on his
dialogues, in note 54, fect. 1L
hn?mr {]) ). Charafer of,

4o, and in note 47, feét. TL
"‘Hr:!}ruj (Bithop of Roc]ms’lcr;
Account of, 39. and in nates
355 36, 37, fe&t, IK

Auffria (huuf'\, of). Lofes the Im-
perial dignity, 103.

B.

Bath. Account of, 8
Bavayina (Eleftor of
emperor, 103.
Ergen-gp- oo,

reduction, 177.

q
% Chofen

Siege of, and

Berkeley  (Bifhop of Cloyne).
Writes a lcrter to the Roman
Catholics of his diocefe, 157.
Prefents his Mimm: Philofopher
to lord Chefterfield, 163.

Bills (occafional and fchifm). Re-
marks on the conteft for their

. and in note 16, fect.

Bill (Excife).
64. and in notes 45, 40,
.S{L t*u.u’.n, ﬁj

Bill (%epm,rual)
]LEtLll 7.

Bill (new one), for adding a tax
on [pmtvuu. ligquors, 1zo, 12t.

Blackheath. Accountof lord Chek
terfield’s villa there, 187.

Bolinghbroke (Lord). Character and
anccdotes of, 41, 42. and in
notes 51, 52, §3» fect. 11, Oc-
cafion of his writing his Idea of
a Patriot King, 87. His death,

_199, 2060,

Oppofition to it,
felt. 1i.

Repeal of, re-

] ¥
Bowdei®
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Eoudoiy. An apartment in lord
Chefterfield’s houfe, 187.

Bougainville (Mr.). Account of,
207. and in note 35, fe@. VI,

Preda. Congrefs there, for a
peace, 173,

Breton (Cape). Congueftof, 148.

and 1pnote 19, feft. V.

Cf_

Calendar (Julian). Itsdefe@. Bill
brought into parliament for its
reformation, 197, 198, 1g

Curlos (Don). 'His eftablilhment
in Italy oppofed by the Court of
Vienna, c¢.

Caroline (Queen). Her death and
charalter, 5¢, 86. Anecdote of,
in ‘note 25,'ll‘tl. 1V,

Carteret (Lord). CharaGer of,
37. His fpeech in favour of
the earl of Orford, 112,

Catz,  Account of, in note 16.
fect, I

Charles~VH, the emperor, . ‘His
death, and  confequences of it,

143.
C&eijq.-:'.r (Dr. Richard). See -
terford (bifhop of).
Chenewix (Rev, Mr.). Son to the
bithop, his death, 222.
Cheflerfield (Philip Dormer Stan-
hope, Earl of). His birth, s.
Account of his family, 6, 7.
and note 5, fect. 1. Anecdotes
of his grandfather, 6, 2. and
notes 6, 7, and .8, feét. I. ~ Ac-
count of his father, ¥. and in
pote tz2, feét.- 1. “Sent to the
univerfity of Cambridge, 1o0.
His manner of employing his
time there, 11, 12, His maf-
ters, notes 24, 25, 26. fet. I
lis own account of his im-
proveaient there, note 27, fe@.
§. Sent on his travels, 13. His
recepiion at Parls, 14. - His re-
marks on the death of queen
Ann, 15, 16, and in notes 2+

=1 J.":‘
sy, deft T
L1 TLECE:
¥

i, Appointed one of

the gentlemen of the bed-cham-
ber to the prince of Wales, 19.
His acquaintance with lord Scar-
borough, 1g and zo. Chofen
member of parliament, 20, His
firft {peech in parliament, on the
impeachment of the managers
of the peace of Utrecht, 21, 22,
Goes to Paris, 22. Speech on
{feptennial parliaments, 24. and
in note 11, fe. II. Diyides
againft the court in the conteft
for the repeal of the occafional
and fchifm bills, 27. Votes
with the minority in the houfe
of commons, in favour of the
bill for limiting the number of
peers, 28. His connetion with
lord Tewnfhend, 29. Appoint-
ed captain of the yeomen of the
guards, 30. Refufes the red
ribband, 31, Becomes acquaint-
ed with Algarotti, Montefquieu,
and Voltaire, 42. His attach-
ment to gaming, 43. His fen-
timents, and fpeech on George
the Second’s acceflion to the
throme, 45. Appointed ambal-
fador to the Hague, 46. Dur-
ing his embafly there, {ludies
the civil law and the imperial
code, co, Becomes acquainted
with Slingeland and Fagel, ¢z,
53. His chara@er of the for-
mer, 53. His connettion with
Mr. Dayrolles, his Majefty’s re-
fident at the Hague, 3. Con-
tracts an intimacy with the mar=
quis of Fenelon, the French am-
baffador, 54. His opinion of
the Seville treaty, in note 24,
fect. III. Appointed high ftew-
ard of his Majefty’s houfehold,
and made knight of the garter,
6o. and in notes 30, 31, fect.
II.  His fecret negotiation with
the Imperial eavoy and the grand
penfionary of Holland, 61. and
in notes 35, 36, feét. III ‘U'
poufes the intereft of the prince
of Orange, 62, His chzu‘:lﬂt’?
0
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of him, in note 38, fet. IIL
Defires to be recalled from his
embaffy, on account of the ill
ftate of his health, 63. Argues
in the houfe of peers againit
the reduction of the mnnhu of
troops, 64. Oppofes the excife
bill, 64, 65. Surrenders his
white ftaff, 66. Protefts againt
the bill for ﬁ:t{lmcr a portion
upon the princefs Omné‘e
70. Marries Mel Lf'!n de Schu-
1tnhur§, countefs of Walling-
ham, 71. His proteft in favour
of the bill for preventing all of-,
ficers above the rank of colonels
from being deprived of their
cammliiian, but by a court mar-
tial, (f.'.-mplimcnfcci on that
0cea hun by the duke of Argyll,
#3. Oppofes a vote of credit,
78.  His fpeech on the bill for
preventing any play being per-
formed without the lord cham-
berlain’s licence, 83. and in
note 24, feé. IV. His fpeech
and proteft againft the conven-
tion treaty, 91, 92, 93. and in
note 34, fect. IV. His {peech
on the war with Spam 94. Op-
pofes the meflage for an extra-
ordinary 1L1pplv g6. Oppofes
the penfion bill, g6, 97. Votes
for 'lddu.'hng the king to remove
rh; minifter, 100. His ill ftate
of health obliges him to go to
Spa, roo. His opinion of the
king of Pruffia, 1co. and in
note 46, feét. IV. Goes to Pa-

ris, and his connetions there,
101, 102, His fpeech in par-
liament on the pofture of affairs
in. the year 1741, 100, 107.
His fpeech on the bill againit the
earl of Orford, 112, 112, 113

Receives fom c benefit from tl.c‘
ufe of the Spa waters, 115.
His journey to Bath, 113. His
proteft againft the f'l]xl]'f" of Ha-
novetian troops in i}m]:h PaYs
119, 120. Oppofes the new

bill for laying a tax on {piritucus
liquors, 121, His f{peech in
pacliament after the battle of
Dettingen, and on continuing
the ll“mvcnm troops in Briti h
pay, 127, 128, His {peech on
the law of forfeiture, 130, 131,
132. His opinion of Mr. Pope,
133. Appointed ambailador to
the Hague, 137, 138. Reafons
for this appointment, 141. His
arrival at the Hague, 141. His
inftructions, 142. Recommends
Dr. Chenevix to be made a
bithop, 147. Takes leave of
the States General; his {peech
to them on that occafion, 147.
Sets out for Ireland, 151.  Ap-
points Richard Lydd ell, elquire;
his fecretary, 151. His {peech
in the Irifh p’rlmnwnt, 152,
153: His application for ﬂi:,.}—
pllL,, and manner of mi’];rr
them, 154. Allows the'Romai

catholics the free ufe of their
religion, 130, His vigilance
during the time of the rebellion,
158. Refufes the grant of any
reverfion, 160. His conduét
with rcgﬂrd to the Roman ca=
tholics, 160, 161, 162. His
readinefs to affift the Upp‘.'{:ﬂ-tfig,
162. and “in :1o'= 39. feét. V.
Abolithes every kind of gaming
at the caftle, 1('.2 (mu. a
comp'm:,‘ to an c,.m:cr 102z, IDT
Increafes the pay of the officers
and private men of the yeomen
of the gunards, 163. Procures
the title of earl of Bleflington
to lord vifcount Mountjoy, 16
His opinion of bithop Sy ynge,
164. Patronizes: the eftablith-
ment of a - phyfico-hil ftorical fo-
ciety at Dublin, 166, Leaves
Ireland, 168. Engages the
verend Mr. Codere and Mor.
Maittaire to teach his fon the

3
]

re

rudiments of learning, and the
Latin language, 169. Appoints
Mr, Harte to be s tutor, 171,
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Is made ﬂ:f:refar_y of ftate, 172,
Obtains the place of refident at
the Hague for M. Dayrolles,
174, 175+ Difapproves of the
taxation in Holland called a
Free Gift, 179. Approves of
the negociation with Ruifia,
179. s defirous of making a
feparate peace with Spain, 180.

His memorial on the ftate of

Europe and England in the year
1748, 181, 182. Refolves to
refign the feals, 182. Anfiers
a memorial of the Pruffian mi-
nilter, claiming an exemption
for the Pruflian flag from fearch,
«c. 182. Draws up the in-
ftru€tions for Mr., Legge, envoy
to the court of Berlin, 182, His
andience with the king on his
reflignation of the feals to him,
and his behaviour on that occa-
fion, 182,183 Accepts of the
office of one of the lords of the
admiralty for his brother John
Stanhope, 183. Renews his vi-
fits at White’s, 186. and innote
1, fet. VI. Goesto Bath, 186,
Employs himfelf in building a
new houfe, and furnifhing his
library, 187. Vifits lord Pem-
broke ar Wilton, 187. Lofes
his brother John Stanhope, 187.
His villa at Blackheath, and im-
provements there, 184, 188,
His- tafte for gardening, 188,
His: conneétion with Sir Luke
Schaub, 18¢. His tafte for pic-
tures, Recommends to
bis fon the ftudy. of the civil,
nilitary; and ecclefiaftical go-
vernment of Pruflia, and the re-
formation of the laws intro-
dueed there by the king, 1go.
Apprehenfive of his fon’s con-
tralting a fondnefs' for mufic,
191. and note 12, fe& VL
Cautions him againit the  im-
preffions of irreligion and im-
morality, 1gr. Recommends
him p{'i:i-:‘.’l_}::i:",-: to attend to his

189,

INZRISE SR RO

appearance,  elocution, and
ftyle, 192. His correfpondence
with Madam du Bocage, 191,
Obrains a prebend of Windfor
for Mr. Harte, 194. Adviceto
his fon, with regard to gallantry
and diflimulation, 19y, 193,
196. Is difappointed in the
hopes of procuring an efta-
blithment for him in the young
prince’s houfehold, and of his
being made envoy at Venice,
19y. and in note z1, {e& VI
His bill for the reformation of
the Julian calendar, and {peech
on  that occafion, 197, 198,
199. - His concern for thedeath
of lord Bolingbroke, 199, 200.
His apprehenfion on account of
his  deafnefs, 200, 201. His
difappointment on the king's
refufing to nominate his fon en-
voy at the court of Naples,
202, Writes feveral eflays in
the periodical paper called The
World, 203. Sends his fon to
Holland, and to fome courts of
Gerinany, 203. His difappro-
bation of the repeal of the bill
for  the naturalization of the
Jews, 204. Recommends to
his fon the reading of Fra,
Paolo’s writings, 203, 206, At-
tacked with a rheumatic com-
plaint, 206. Goesto Spa, 206.
Llefted 2 member of the Aca-
demy of infcriptions and belles
lettres at Paris, 207. Moves
foran-adjournment in -tht" houqﬁ‘
of peers, upon a inotion made
to addrefs the king not to leave
Engi:m\':’. 208. Cipcaks in fa-
vour of the fubfidiary treaty
with the court of Ruffia, 209.
His opinion: of pu"‘iic ﬂi'f-.l;r.'i.
210, His a;:prchcnjaurls_ oi toe
event of the war in the yeat
1757, and 1758, 212, 213
Bad ftate of his health, 216.
His attachment to ].l't'lili]d,‘ zr-"_i‘
Receives. the account of - his

{nn's
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fon’s death from a lady, who,
at the fame time, declared her-
{elf to be his wife, 220, 221,
Adopts the fon of his kinfman,
Mr. Stanhope, of Mansfield,
Lofes his brother Sir Wil-
liam Stanhope, 224. His death,
ditto.  His charatter, 225.
Cialition (Broad-bottom treaty).
Account of, 137.
Cidere (the Reverend M. ). Teach-
es Mr. Stanhope the rudiments
of learning, and the principles
of morality, 16¢. and ia note
45, fect. V.
Company (Eaft India). Eftablith-
ment of at Altena, oppofed, 57.
Company (South Sea). Inquiry
into, 70.
Contradt (Affiento). What, go.
and in note 32, fett. IV.
Craftfman (The). Authors con-

L)
o ddw

cerned in this paper, 66. Re-
marks in it concerning lord

Chefterfield’s difmiflion, 66, 67.
Cromawel! (Richard, Son of Oli-
ver). His charatter, 9, Io.
Culliden (Battle of). 163. and in
note 43, fett. V.
Cumberland (Duke of),  Ap-
pointed commander in chief of
the confederate army, 144-

D.

I

Dayralles (Samuel, Efquire). Re-
fident at the Hague, account
of, 53.

Dayrsiles (Solomon,  Efquire).
Made Refident at the Hague,

174, 175. and in note 61, feét.
7 . T
V. .a“-.pgmmh-d minifter and

commiffary plenipotentiary at
the court and congrefs at Bruf-
fels, 1gg. His marriage, ditto.
Debt (National). Refleltion

212,

on,
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Dedications.  Obfervations” on,
165

Dettingen (Battle of). Accounr
of, 124, 123.

Diffimulation. Lord Chefterfield’s
opinion of, confidered, 195,
196.

Du-Bocage (Madame). Vifits Eng-
land. Her reception by lord
Chefterfield. Account of her
letters to him, 193.

Edinburgh. Account of a tumult
there, 8o. Is made an obje€
of patliamentary inquiry, 80,

8i.

Eloguence (Britith.)  Refle&ions
on, 34. Remarks on lord Chel-

terfield’s, 38, 39, and in note
41, fect. IL

Emperor. Death of, and refleQi-
ons on it, 93, 9.

England. Invafion of, attempted
by the French, 128, 129,

Europe. State of, in the year
1754, 7§+ 705 77. and in notes
13, 14, fect. IV. Balance of,
apparently deftroyed, 104.

F.

Fenelon (Marguis of). Ambaffador
at the Hague from the court of
France, 54.

Fontenoy. Battle of, 145, and in

rations on s dCo
thor of tha
and in note 69, fect 1V,

France,
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France. Confidered as .the mif-
trefs of the balance of Europe,
105,

Free Gift (a taxation in Holland).
Account of, 178, 179.

G.
Gallantry, Lord  Chefterfield’s
opinion of, confidered, 195,
1G6.
(}”r.l.-"ff:";.w';.;q. Lord Chefterfield’s

tafte for, 188.

George (I.). Remarks on his ac-
ceflion to the throne, 18.
His chara@er and death, 32,

33-

George (I1). Curtous anecdote
of, in note co, fe@, V.. Prefles
lord Chefterfield to accept of the
feals, 172. Urges him to retain
them ; and offers a penfion or

. dukedom to him, 183.

Granville (Earl of). Accepts the
feals, and refigns them three
days after, 168, 169,

Grey (Sir James). Appointed
envoy at the eourt of Naples,
202,

H;

Halifax (Marquis of). Accotnt
of, and his fawily, 7: and in
noes 13, 14, 15.

Halifax (Earl of).” Appointed lord
lieutenant of Ireland, 2,8. His
{peech, ditro. ‘

Hammond (Anthony, efquire), His
charaéter, 47.

Hammaond (James, efquire). Ac-
count of, 48. His death and
charaéter, 133. and in note

T

7 B

Hardwvicke (Earl of). His cha-
rafler, 81. His anfiver to lord

IEN ORIRSY o0 !

Chefterfield, on the law of fors
feiture, 132,

Harley - (Earl of Oxford). Cha-
rater of, 36. and in note 33
fect, II.

Harrington (Lord), Appointed
lord licutenant of Iseland, 172,

Harte (Mr,). Account of, 170,
171, and in note 48, fed, IV,
Criticifm on his ftyle, 192. Ap-
pointed a prebendary of Wind-
for, 194. and in note 19, fect.

VI

Hfr';gj;'u_r, His chara&er, note 17,
fect. 111,
Holt (Sir John). Anecdote of,

10.
Hooke (Mr.). Account of. Re-
commended by lord Chefterfield
to write the kiftory of the duke
of Marlborough, 116, His re
ward for his {ervice, dito.

Jéfwits. Their expulfion from
France, 219, 220, and in note
61, feét. VI

Fobn (Duke of Argyll). Cha-
rafter of, 37.-and in note 38,
fect, I1,

I
Liganier (General). Anecdote of,
1706. .
Lorrain (Duke of), His ac-

quaintance with Jlord Chefter-
field, 63.

Loaw Countries. Invafion of by the
French ; their fituation at that
titme, 14o0.

Jiyff(fa’ff lfRiL‘]i;ll'{[, C[_tlllire:). rﬂlJ'J-
pointed fecretary to lord Chel-
terfield, 151.

Nl i lese
LMaECIES
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M.

Macclesfield (Lord). His fpeech
for the reformation of the Julian
calendar, 1g9. and in note 22,
fet. VI

Maittaire (Mr). Engaged to in-
ftruét Mr. Stanhope in the Latin
language, 169.

:’l-f(u'ffmrwfgﬁ (Duke of). Rtﬁgﬂs,
125,

— . {(Dutchefs of). Her
death, and legacy to lord Chef-
terfield, 134, 135. Anecdote of,
in note 75, fect. IV.

Melefina de Schulenburgh (Coun-
tefs of Walfingham). ~ Account
of, and her marriage with lord
Chefterfield, 71. and in note 4,
fet, IV,

Memairs. General ufe of, 1, 2.

Minifter (Pruflian). His memo-
rial for an exemption of fearch
for the Pruflian flag, 182.

Montefguien. Charatter of, 4a2.
Anecdote of, 102.

N.

Nafb. Anecdote of, 88, 8q.

Negaciation (with Ruflia). Accouant
of, 179, 180.

Neawcaftle (Duke of). Confulted
concerning the bill for the refor-
mation of the calendar, 197, 198.
His obfervation upon it, ditto.

: 0.

Orange (Prince of). Made Stadt-
holder, 176.

P,

Parliaments, Remartks on their
duration; 24, 25.

Parties. Reflettions on, gs.

Pidures. Lord Chefterfield’s tafte
for, 189.

Pitt (Andrew, the quaker). Anec-
dote of, in note 26, fe&. IV,

Pgpe (Mr,). Anecdote of, in note
49, fet. 1. Remarks on his
ethic epiftles, 41. His death
and charadter, 133. Anecdote
of, 134.

Porteus (Captain). Account of
his trial and condemnation, So.
Prior (Mr.). Account of, refufes
an employment offered him by
lord Chefterfield. Dedicates his
book on tar water to him, 166,

Proteftants. Affociation formed by
them in Ireland, during the re-
bellion, 1359.

Pruffa (King of). Difpute be-
tween him and George II. re-
conciled by the mediation of
lord Chefterfield, 58.

Pulteney. Charater of, 36. Ac-
count of, 109, 110.

R,

Rebellion (in Scotland in 1715).
Account of, 2z2.
— in 1745)
Account of, 149, 150; 151.

S.

Sanion (Pragmatuc). Its objelt,
61. Rejefted by the French,

ditto.

Saxe

i S
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Saxe (Marfhal). Anecdote of, Stanbope (honourable Charles, ef-

175. Makes an irruption into
Dutch Flanders, and fubdues the
whole province, ditto. His en-
terprize on Maeftricht, 184.
Scarborough (Earl of). Appoint-
ed maiter of the horfe to George
the Second, 46. Votes in favout
of the bill for preventing all offi-
cers above the rank of colonels
from being deprived of their
commiffions, but by a court mar-
tial, 74. Refigns his place of
mafter of the horfe, ditto, and
in note g, fe@, IV. His difap-
probation .of the public mea-

quire), Hisdeath, 8.

Stanbope (Mr.). Son to lord Chef-

terfield, fent to Weftminfter
fchool, 169. Sent to travel un-
der the care of Mr. Harte, 140

- ’ 1, 3
Studies at Laufanne and Leipfig,
189, 190. Goes to Drefden ;
contrafts an acquaintance with
Sir Charles Hanbury Williams
envoy there, 1go. Vifits the
court of Berlin ; his reception
there, ditto. Goes to Venice,
Rome, and Naples, 191. His
arrival at Paris, 193. ~Goes to
Bruffels, and not being permitted

fures ; account of his death, 94, to appear at that court, returns
95, 96. and in notes 37, 38, 39, to Paris, 201, Travels into Hol-
fect, IV, land and fome parts of Germany,
Sebaub (Sir Luke). Account of, 203, Chofen member of par-
188, 180. liament ; his firft {peech in the
Seals. RefleCtion on lord Chefter- houfe of commons, 207. Goes
field’s refignation of them, 18s, in a public charaéter to Ratifben,
186, 214. Returns to London, ditto,
Seville Treaty. Its objed, 56. Isappointed envoy extraordinary
Spain. War proclaimed againtt, g3. to the court of Drefden, ditto.
Stadtholderfbip. Settlement of, in Vacates his feat in parliament,
the female line of the Orange ditto. Goes to the fouth of
family, 177. France for the recovery of his
Stage. Bill for preventing any play health, 215. His death, ditto.
from being afled without the Stankope (Sir William). His death,
lord chamberlain’s licence, 82. 224.

Warmly oppofed by the oppofi-  Szanbope (honourable Philip Dor-
tion, 83. mer). See Cheflerfield, Earl of.
Stair (Lartl of ). ~Accountof, 23. Strafford (Earl of ). Account of,

and in note 8, feé Il. His cha- 14.

rafter, 118, His refignation, 125.  S#rictland (the Abbé). Account
Stanbope (General). Appointed of, in note, 41, fect. IIL

fecretary of ftate, 19. Created Sawiff (Lean).  Anecdote of, note

vilcount and earl, 26. His death, 50, tect. 1. His death, 157

29. and in note 21, feét Il
Stantope Fobn (the honourable).
Appointed fecretary of embafly 4 b
to lord Chefterficld ; his cha-
racter, 47. Made lord of the
Admuralty, 183. His death, 187, Tadernega (Marquisde). Account

Stanbope (Colonel). Created a of that nobleman, 181.
peer by the title of lord Harring- Townfbend (Lord). WMade fecre-
ton, and appointed ambafladoer tary of ftate, 29, Charalter of;
to the court of Madrid, 56, Made 15,

] L o B
lecretary of {tate, Go. Treaty
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Treaty (Convention). Account of,
i:)T..

U,

Ville (Abbé de la). Hischaraéter,
142, 143. and in notes 8, o,
fet. V.

United Provinces. Account of the
nature of their government, 51,
52. and in notes g, 10, 1T, 12,
13; 145 VG, fe& IIL. State of,
in the year 1746, 172. Letter
from their minifter at Breda to
lord Chefterfield, 173. and in
note 58, fe@. V. Their hinances
and commerce in the year 1747,
178.

Univerfities (Englilh). Remarks
upon them, 1o. Lord Chefter-
field’s opinion of them, in note
23, felt. 1.

Voltaire. Account of fome of his
works, in note 56, fect. IL

‘\r’ ‘ll- .

Vales (Prince of). Account of
the difference between him and
the king, 26. Oppolcs the mi-

niftry, 83, 84. His condu& re-
{fented by the king, &c. 85. His
character, 86. His conneftion
with lord Bolingbroke, 86, 87.
and in note 28, fe€. IV. Votes
againft the convention treaty,
g2. His death, 196.

Walpsle (Mr. afterwards Sir Ro-
bert). Charatter of, 35, 36.
Oppofition made to him, 72.
Remarks on his adminiftration,
8g. Refigns, created Earl of
Orford ; remarks on him, 109.
and in notes 51, 52, fe@, IV.

Wall (Mr.). Account of, 181.

War. Account of, in the year
1742, 117,

War. Declared by the French
againft England, 135,

Waterford (County of). De-
fcribed, Account of this work
and author, 167,

Waterford (Bithop of). Made
Chaplain to lord Chefierheld,
48. Account of his family, 49,
His character, ditto. Made
Bithop of Killaloe, 147. Tranf-
lated to the See of Waterford,
ditto. Account and death of
his fon, 222, 223. Account of
his brother’s death, 222.

Wharten (Lord). Account of, 36,
37.and in note 34, fed. 11
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