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M E M O I R S

O F

LORD CHESTERFIELD.

INT & ODUCTION.

I T hath long been a matter of doubt with me,
whether the following undertaking will tend to pro-
mote the benefit ef mankind, which ought to be
the objedr. of every writer : for, though it cannot be
denied that hiftory hath been chiefly founded on
the authority of contemporary relations, and au-
thentic memoirs, yet it is no lefs certain, and hath
often been lamented [i ] , that nothing hath contri-
buted more to render hiftorical truth fufpe&ed,
than difguifed accounts of facls by interelted ftatef-
men, and falfe reprefentations of characlers and
motives by prejudiced or mercenary writers.

The improper ufe, however, which hath been
made of fuch materials cannot be urged as a fuffi-
cient reafon for depriving pofterity of the advan-
tages, which may be derived from them, even
though they may be imperfecl:, and in fome inftan-
ces fufpicious. It is from the number and variety
of private memoirs, and the collifion of oppofite

teftimonies,



INT ROD EJC T I O N.
teftimonies, that the judic-ious reader is enabled to
ftrike out light, and find his way through that dark-
nefs and confufion, in which he is at firft involved.
Who cannot but regret that neither the Cato northe Anti-Cato have been traafmitted to us ? Who
doth not wifh that Csefar had lived to finifh his
commentaries, and that Pompey 's fons, inftead of
fighting fheir father's caufe, had employed them-
felves in writing his life ? What a valuable legacy
would Cicero have left us, if, inftead of fome of his
philofophical works, he had v/ritten the memoirs of
his own times ! or hdw much would Tyro , to whom
pofterity is fo much indebted for the prefervation of
his mafter's letters, have increafed that Obligation,
if, from his own knowledge, he had connected and
explained them ! The life of Agricola, by his fon-
in-law Tacitus , is undoubtedly one of the moft pre-
cious monuments of antiquity. Even remote bio¬
graphers, fuch as Cornelius Nepos [2], Suetonius,
and Plutarch, convey more exact reprefentations
of perfons and fa£ts, than Compilers, or writers of
abridgments, fuch as Paterculns, Florus, and Juf-
tm ; and to come nearer to our times, the Comines,
Sullys, Ciarendons, and Ludlows, will continue to
furvive the Daniels, D'Orleans, Oldmixons, andGuthries.

But befides this general Utility, which public hifto-
ryderives from private authorities,other advantages,
perhaps no lefs important , may be obtained from
them. It is from obferving different individuals,
that we may be enabled to draw the outlines of
that extraordinary complicated being, man . The
charadteriftics of any country or age muft be de-
duced from the feparate charafters of perfons, who
however diftinguimable in many refpefts, Hill pre-
ferve a family likenefs. From the life of almoft

§ny
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any one individual, but chiefly from the lives of
fuch eminent men as feemed deflined to enlighten
or to adorn fociety, inftrucYions may be drawn,
fuitable to every capacity, rank , age, or ftation.
Young men afpiring to honors cannot be too afli-
duous in tracing the means by which they were ob-
tained : by obferving with what difHculty they were
preferved, they will be apprifed of fcheir real value,
eftimate the rilks of the purchafe, and difcover fre-
quent difappointment in the poffeflion.

It is not my province to determine, whether the
memoirs of lord Chelterfield will anfwer thefe feve-
ral purpofes. I profefs, however, they were written
with that view. The tranfa&ions of the two laft
reigns are fo recent, that general hiftory cannot yet
relate them with faithfulnefs and accuracy. But
materials fhould now be colle&ed, characlers fhould
be drawn, while they are ftill frefh in the memory
of the living, and anecdotes fhould be fnatched
from the deftrucYive hands of time and oblivion.
I do not prefume to have penetrated into the fanc-
tuary , nor can I venture to promife that I (hall al-
ways be able to come at the truth ; fome fecrets
may, and perhaps muft, remain for ever undifclof-
ed. Thofe , who are poffelTed of better informations,
may be incited by this attempt to communicate their,
knowledge to the public,

How happy fhould I have been, had this under-
taking been honored with the earl's own affiftance
[3] ! Could my pen, as I wifhed, have been di-
recled by his mafterly hand, pofterity would have
received a work more worthy of its attention . As
the difficulty of the tafk excited my induftry, I
have fuppofed myfelf under the infpeftion of lord
Chefterfield's piercing eye, commanded by him to

lpeak
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fpeak the-truth without malignancy and without ex-
tenuation ; and as no man knew better than him-
felf, that perfecYion or pure virtue never was the
lot of humahity, I have not fcrupled to add fome
fhades to my colors.

To throw thefe memoirs into fame kind of order,
I have divided them into fix parts, or feftions. The
firft contains the early periods of lord Chefterfield's
life, and extends to his twentieth year, or to the
death of queen Anne. The fecond comprehends
the detail of his condu6t at court, in parliament,
and in fociety, during the reign of George the firft,
ending in 1727. The third gives an account of his
firft embaffy to Holland, and his return to England,
to the time of his difmiffion in 1733. The period
of his oppofition, during the twelve following years,
is the fubjecl of the fourth feftion. The fifth in-
cludes his lordfhip's fecond embaffy to Holland ;
his adminiftration in Ireland, and his fhare in pub¬
lic affairs as fecretary of ftate, tili the beginning of
1748 when he refigned ; and the.fixth and laft re-
prefents his lordfhip in his retreat, enjoying the
fruits of his experience and labors, bearing up
againft the infirmities of old age, and continuing
to the laft the favourite of the mufes, the friend to
his country, and the well-wifher to mankind.

SECTION
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S E C T I O N L

Ph ILIP Dormer Stanhope, earl of Cbefterfield, 1694-

was born in London, on the 22d of September v

1694 [1].

The antiquity of the Stanhopes [2] is fufficiently
known, and needs no illuftration. Several of our

firft nobility trace their origin from them [3], and

their connecYions and intermarriages with the princi-

pal families of the kingdom have been very nume-

rous and extenfive [4] . Their zeal for their coun-

try and fidelity to the crown, ever fince the reign

of Edward III. though often tried, could never be

{haken ; and their eminent fervices in the moft cri-

tical times were juftly rewarded by places of truft,

and marks of diftinction. The honor of peerage

was conferred upon this family by king James I.

and the title of earl by his fon. The late lord ftood

the eighteenth in the rank of the Englifh earls.

The firft earl of Chefterfield loft his fortune, and

two of his fons, in fupport of the royal caufe ; and,

being himfelf taken prifoner, died in 1656, after

twelve years confinement. His eldeft fon had been

dead ever fince the year 1634. By his wife, Catha-

rine eldeft daughter and coheirefs to lord*Wotton,

he left an only fon one year old. His mother un-

dertook the care of his education, and, being ap-

pointed governefs to Charles the Firft's eldeft
daughter,
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daughter, accompanied her into Holland, on the
completion of her marriage with the prince ofOrange's fon, in 1642. She herfeif had married theDutch nobleman [5] employed in that negotiation,
and by bis intereft and fortune had opportunities of
fend'mg fupplies of arms and money to the king,
during his greateft diftrefs. Charles IL on the re-ftoration, acknowledged thefe fervices, by promot-
ing that lady to the rank of countefs of Chefterfieldin her own right. Her fon Philip, in the mean while,
had the advantage both of a military education in
the beft fchool of Europe, and of imbibing princi-
ples oppofite to arbitrary power and perfecution[6], in a covmtry then ftruggling againft their unit-
ed efForts. The fmithing of his education, indeed,
may be thought not to have been equally happy, ashe was fent over to Italy, and fpent lbme yearsthere. He returned, however, time enough, after'he had inherited Iis grandfather's title, to bear a
confiderable part in forwarding the reftoration ;
and in confideration of his fervices, the king ap-pointed him lord charnberlain to queen Catharine,and gave him fucceffively two regiments. He was
likewife conftituted lord Warden and lord chief juf-tice of all the king's forefts, parks, &c. on this fideTrent [7] , and the honor of dodlor of civil laws was
conferred upon hira by the univerfity of Oxford.
In his youth he was a man of wit and gallantry,
though rather of a ceremonious and jealous difpofiti-on [8]. He was thought to have ftiared with his
matter the affections of the famous lady Caftlemaine.
This trefpafs was flightly refented by the eafy king ;
but retaliated by the duke of York, who, not very;fecretly nor altogether in vain, paid his addrefTes to
this lord's fecond wife, a daughter of the duke ofOrmond. He fliewed his refentmetit on this occa-

fion,



LORD CHESTERF1ELD . SECT . I.
iion, in a manner, which drew upon him the raillery
of the French and other wits of that profligate court
[9] . It was matt probably this motive, that induc-ed him to refign all his employments, on the acceffi-
on of king James to the throne. He paffed the re-mainder of his life, free and difengaged, in a de-
lightful villä [10], and being a great lover of gar-dening, as well as a fcholar, was complimented
with Mr. Dryden 's dedication of the Georgics [11].An uninterrupted courfe of temperance, exercife,and ufeful amufements, procured him a happy andlong life, being upwards of fourfcore when he diedin 1713.

This nobleman's third wife was Elizabeth Dor-
mer, the earl of Carnarvon's eldeft daughter, froruwhom the late earl inherited one of his names, to-
gether with an eltate. His father was born of that
marriage ; and of him we know little more than
that he was an earl of Chefterfield [12]. It is faidthat his apprehenfions of the return of the Stuarts,an event which he judged near at hand, kept him
attached to tlieir caufe, and that confequently he
difapproved of his eldeft fon's engagements with the
reigning family. It would appear furprifing thatwith fuch principles he fhould have married one of
the daughters of George Savile, marquis of Halifax,
if the verfatility of that celebrated nobleman were
not fuffieiently known [13].

He had four fons and two daughters [14] . Their
mother did not live long enough to take the chargeof their education. The eldeü fon, being rather
negle&ed by his father [15], was taken care of byhis grand-mother lady Halifax [16],, who provedevery way equal to this important tafk. Her mind
leems to have been congeniai with that of her late

lord.
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1694. lord, and her underftanding and wit were ftill ex-
' ceeded by the goodnefs of her heart.

It does not appear that her young ward was fent
to any of the public fchools. His fentiments, man¬
ners, and tafte, were all formed upon the model he
found at home. The beft mäfters were chofen to
render his accompliihments fuitable to his birth.
They hit upon the art of adapting their inftruclions
to his difpofition, and by this method improved his
mind, while they gained his affedtion.

From his earlieft youth he fhewed an ardent de-
fire of excelling in whatever he undertook [17], and
an uncommon refolution in never deviating from
the tiack he at firft chalked out to himfelf, whatever
difficulties he might find in his way. Two inftan-
ces of this, however trifling, I fhall beg leave to re-
late from the informations, which were tranfmitted
to meby the bifhop of Waterford.

He was very young , when lord Galway, who,
though not a very fortunate general, was a man of
uncommon penetration and merit, and who often
vifited the marchionefs of Halifax, obferving in him
a ftrong inclination for a political life, but at the
fame.time an unconquerable tafte for pleafure, with
fome tinclure of lazinefs, gave him the following
advice. " If you intend to be a man of bufinefs,
you muft be an early rifer. In the diftinguifhed
pofts your parts, rank, and fortune, will intitle you
to £11, you will be liable to have vifitors at every
hour of the day, and unlefs you will rife conftantly
at an early hour, you will never have any leifure to
yourfelf." This admonition, delivered in the mofl
obliging manner, made a confiderable impreffion
upon the mind of our young man, who ever after
obferved that excellent rule, even when he went to
bed late, and was already advanced in years.

With
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With fuch advantages and expedtations, it is not «'?ö5-furprifing that he fhould have had an uncommori

fhare of fpirits. His natural livelinefs was, in the
beginning of his life, accompanied with fome de-gree of warmth. He was rather impatient of con-
tradidtion, and is reported to have been fomewhat
paffionate. This difpofition, fo improper for a
ftatefman, was happily corredted by an incident;and the leflon he received, was the mofl efficacious,
as he gave it to himfelf. Something, whieh he faidor did in a fit of anger when he was young , made
him fo uneafy afterwards that he refolved from thattime to watch over himfelf, and endeavour to curb
the impetuofity of his temper . This he was happyenough to fucceed in, and for the remainder of his
life he was never known to be difcompofed by anyemotion of his mind.

When he was about fourteeri yeärs old^ he had i ?6&an opportunity of feeing an extraordinary perfonjRichard [ i 8] , the fon of Oliver CromwelL That
great wicked man, as he was juftly called, had leftthat fon in polfeffion of an authority, which, under
the title of protedtor, raifed him above moft kings.But he could not infpire him with his own genius,
afpiring fpirit, and undaunted courage, Indolence
and incapacity, which were Richard's charadteriftics,foon drove him from a feat much too exalted for hinxToo weak and too inofFenfive not to be fufFered to
live, he quietly retired to the happier ftation of a
country gentleman ; and , without entertäinmg theleait idea of his having loft any advantages, he
fmilhed in obfcurity a long life, untainted by am-bition and fecured from envy. Such was his fitua-tion, when he was called upon tö give evidenee ina court of juftice. Upon his being named, the at¬
tention of the audienee was fixed upon him, TheVol. I. B judge-,
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1708. judge , fir John Holt, either from regard tohis for-
*— - ' mer ftate, or in confideration of his age, fhewed him

a kind of diftin&ion, by ordering him a feat. This
a£t of humanity drew upon the lord chiefjuftice the
cenfure of fome perfons ; but he was highly com-
mended for it by the queen, when he related the
fa£t to her in the public drawing-room. Lord
Chefterfield, who remembered diftindtly this tran-
fadtion, faid that he only faw in Richard Cromwell
a piain old man, without any appearance that could
excite either regard or pity.

jyi 0- The ftudy of the French language had been an
earlypart of young Stanhope's education (ip ) ; and
when he was about fixteen, Mr. Jouneau , a French
clergyman, was employed to irnprove him in the
ipeaking of it, as well as to give him fome tinfture
of claflical knowledge, and the firft mdiments of
hiftory and philofophy. His letters to that worthy
man (22), at the fame time that they fhew the great
progrefs which he had already made in the French
tongue , difclofe the natural turn both of his mind
and heart. He exprefTes, in a moft lively manner,
his regard for his maller ; and he loft no opportu-
nity of giving him ever after fubftantial proofs of
his gratitude and attachment.

j^ x2ti At the age of eighteen, Mr. Stanhope was fent to
Cambridge in order to improve his talents, and form
thofe early connecYions, which commonly difcover
a young man's natural propenfities, and almoft con-
ftantly determine his future condudt.

Like other majeftic monuments of antiquity, the
Englifh univerhties, defended by their own gran-
deur, and fupported by the veneration in which
they are held, refilt the hand of time, and baffle
any attempt to impair or to improve, Perhaps,

they
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they may be thought not fo well calculated tont 1712.
young men for a public as for a ftudious life. The "V***
Colleges, of which they are compofed, havirtg been
founded in thofe rude ages, when the clergy were in
poffeflion both of the little ftock of learriing ftill
iubfifting, and of the great power änd influence"
which that fuperiörity, fuch as it was, gave them,
have ever fmce retained, and even now that this
preeminence has ceafed, continue to poffefs advan-
tages peculiar to that order. Ecclefiäftics äfe al-
moft exclufively members and governors of thefe
noble feminaries of ufeful knowledge , There are,
however, fome exceptions ; and the fociety of Tri-
nity-Hall, which was chofen for our young noble-
man's refidence, has long been diftinguifhed ön that
account . " I find," he fays, in a letter dated Au-
guft 22, 1712, " the College, where I am, infinitely
" the bell in the univerfity ; for it is the fmalleft,
" and it is filled with lawyers, wliö have lived in
" the World, and know hoW to behave, What-
** ever may be faid to the contrary , there is certainly
" very little debauchery in this univerfity^efpeci*-
" ally arrtongft people of falhion, for a man muß
" have the inclinations of a porter to eridure it
I* here (23)."

It is an objecl:, at leaft, of curiofity to be inform-
ed of the firft fteps of a young man^ called by his
birth, and entitled by his talents, to the higheft fta~
tions ; and I have great fatisfaclion in being able to
gratify this curiofity by informations drawn from
his own letters. " It is now," fays he,. " fir, I have
" a great deal of bufinefs upon my hands ; for I
" fpend above an hour every day in ftüdying the
" civil law (24), and as much in philofophy5 and
" next week the blind rrfen(25) begins his le&ures
*' upon the mathematics ; fo that I am now fully

B 2 *' employed.
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1712. " employed. Would you believe too that I read
""v-*»-' " Lucian and Xenophon in Greek ? which is made

" eafy to me ; for I do not take the pains to learn
" all the grammatical rules ; but the gentleman,
" whois with me (26), and who is himfelf a living
" grammar, teaches me them all as I go along. I
" referve time for playing at tennis, for I wifh to
" have the corpus fantimas well as the mens Jana ; I
41 think the one is not good for much without the
" other. As for anatomy, I (hall not have an op-
" portunity of learning it j for though a poor man
" has been hanged, the furgeon, who ufed to per--
" form thofe Operations, would not this year give
" any ledtures, becaufe it was a man, and then he
" fays the fcholars will not come." I have been in-
duced to tranfcribe thefe laft fines, on purpofe to
fhew our young nobleman's early tum to pleafan-
try . It appears from a fubfequent letter, that he
found means to go through a courfe of anatomy,
which, from the fatisfaction it gave him, retarded
for fome time his return to London . It might have
been better for him, if he had not alfo dabbled in
phyfic ; he would not fo often have been his owrt
patient, or intrufted his health to the care of empirics.

1713, The multiplicity of thefe difFerent ftudies, and
the reclufe life which he led at Cambridge, feem,
from his own account (27), to have rendered him
rather more defirous of difplaying his philological
acquifitions than was fuitable to his rank and deili-
nation . But this college-ruft could not have pene-
trated very deep, fmce it was fo foon and fo perJ
fectly worn off} and our young liudent never for-
got or neglefted what he, in the decline of life, fo
ftrongly preifed upon his fon, that the art of per-
fuading (28) is in facl that of pleafing.

Party
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Party divifions, at that time, ran extremely high,

throughout England , and Cambridge was by no
means exempt from them. Lord Stanhope, fo he
was called upon the death of his grandfather Chef-
terfield, difclofes very naturally and with good hu-
mor, his own ideas in the following lines to Mr..
Jouneau . " Methinks our affairs are in a very bad
" way ; but , as I cannot mend them, I meddle
" very little with politics : only I take a pleafure in
" going fometimes to the coffee-houfe, to fee the
" pitched battles that are fought between the he-
" roes of each party with inconceivable bravery,
" and are ufually terminated by the total defeatof a
" few tea-cups on both fides." The fame coolnefs
may be difcerned in fome of his lordfhip's laft let¬
ters : old age and youth have more than one affinity.

After having paffed two years at the univerüty
(29), lord Stanhope was fent, according to the
cuftom of his country, to begin the tour of Europa.
He did not, however, follow the coßumein every
particular ; for, he was not attended by any gover-
nor. He haftily paffed through the towns in Flan-
ders, without meeting with any proper objedts to
improve his underftanding or excite his curiofity.
He had not yet acquired a tafte for pidtures ; and
his mind was even at that time, as he expreffed
himfelf (30), more turned to perfons than to things.

The fummer of the year 1714 was moreagree-
ably at leaft, if not more profitably, fpent in Hei¬
land, and the greatelt part of it at the Hague . It
was in this inchanting place, that he firft began to
fee the world. The Company he found there,/ and
which he thought the beft, confifting chiefly of fo-
reigners of different countries, and of different
ranks, foon enabled him to throw off the fcholar,
and to become in fome meafure a new man . But,

however
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1714. however indebted he might be for his improve-
»•»yfW ments in good-breeding to his new friends, who

iaughed him out of fome of his fcholaftic habits, he
pften regretted that he had contraflted others among
them, no lefs difgraceful to his underftanding than
detrimental to his reputation (31).

His pleafures, however, never made him lofe
fight of his great objeclt, that of making a figure in
his own country . His principles of liberty were
fufficiently known, and he made no fcruple of avow-
ing them- The earl of Straffbrd, the Britifh ambat-
fador at the Hague , and one of the plenipotentiaries
ät the congrefs of Utrecht , entertained very differ-
ent fentiments, arid did not eafily brook contradic-
tion , I have been eredibly informed (32), that our
young traveller, the late earl of Burlington, and
Mr. Doddington , fince lord Melcombe, who met
all together at the Hague , fometimes diverted them»
felves with teazing the warm negotiator, by fpeak-
ing in favor of the whig party , and condemning
the tory adm'miflration. They would fcarcely have
been fo unreferved, had not affairs in England been
near a crifis.

The accomplifhments, which lord Stanhope had
hitherto acquired, prepared him for Paris, and help-
ed to qualify him for the polite world, which he
found there, The reception he met with muft have
been very flattering, fince he defcribed it in the fol-
lowing manner. ^ I fhall not give you my opinion
f* of the French, becaufe I am very often taken for
" one, and many a Frenchman has paid me the

higheft compliment they think they can pay to
U any one, which is, fir, you are juft like one of

us." " I talk a great deal, I am very loud an4
" peremptory \ I fing and dance as I go along;
il and, laftly, I fpend a monftrous deal of money in

'f powder,
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<c powder, feathers, white gloves, &c. (33)." Asthis
defcription is not unlike thät which he gave many
years afterwards of his countrymens way of fpend-
ing their time at Paris (34), we may fuppofe that
he was as yet far from being what he wifhed his fa-
vouritefon to be, le petit et Vaimable Stanhope(35).
This furmife is confirmed by his own account of
his aukward appearance in that metropolis of levity
and tafte, and of the means that were ufed to give
Hm the bon ton (36).

So great were the changes queen Ann 's death
made in England , that he regretted not having been
prefent to partake of the general joy upon the arriv-
al of her fucceflor. He enjoyed, however, almoll
an equivalent fatisfaction, in being a witnefs of the
concern exprefled both by the French and the Jaco-
bites on this event. He , himfelf, efteemed it the
greateft blefling that could have happened to Great
Britain, whofe religion and liberties he firmly be-
lieved would otherwife, in three months time, have
been totally fubverted (37).

Whether his apprehenfions were altogether
groundlefs is a point perhaps not eafy to be deter-
mined. That fufpicions of an intended invafion by
the pretender were at that time entertained, appears
from moft of the papers and letters written by Or¬
der of the elecloral family of Hanover a few months
before the queen's death (38). From thefe we may
iudge of the populär fears at that critical period.
Lord Chefterfield told the bifhop of Waterford,
that, if the queen had lived but a fhort time longer,
the whigs would havetaken up arms (39). Gene¬
ral Stanhope was to have commanded the army,
and lord Cadogan to have feized the tower. All the
officers on half-pay, fome of whom are ftill living,
had figned the affociation. The place of rendez-

vous
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vouswas appointed behind Montagu Houfe. Theofficers held their arms in readinefs in their bed-
chambers, and were prepared to obey the fummons
at a minute's warning. Not one -of them betrayedthe fecret ; and lord Bolingbroke (40) never heard
of this defign tili his return, when lord Chefterfield
told him of it. Lord Bolingbroke, on the other
hand, aflured his friend, that he never had any fixed
fcheme in relation to the pretender , and that he had
always avoided fpeaking of him to the queen, who,he faid, did not like to hear any thing of a fucceflor.
He added, that the pretender never was in England,
during the tory adminiftration. How far ßmulationor dißmuhtioninfluenced the two lords in thefe reci-
procal Communications, may, perhaps, be a prob-
lem, which will be differently folved according to
different fyftems. Lord Bolingbroke often faid that
we were füll too near the fcene, but that, one day,
when private interetts and connedtions fhould aft
with lefs force, the curtain would be drawn up, andmany fecrets difclofed.

Lord Ghefterfleld's fentiments, however, appear
to have been at all times perfedly uniform. From
thefe he never varied ; his zeal and attachment to
the crown were always tempered by the liberty he
allowed himfelf of judging of thofe, who were in
attual polTeffion of it. Thefe rulers of the world
fei long befbre him ; he obferved them both in their
royal robes and in their undrefs, and, having alter-
nately been in favor and in difgrace with them, he
drew their pidures from life with a true? but neverflattering pencil.

The period we now conclude, and which may be
called preparatory, is not in the leaft intereffing in
the earl of Chefterfield's life, It fhews the early

pains
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pains he took to lay in a ftore of ufeful as well as ex-
tenüve knowledge, and to habituate himfelf to an
exertion of the mental powers he had received from
nature. The building was now begun , and, to ufe
his own metaphor, truly upon the principles of the
Tufcan order, having all the ftrength and folidity
neceflary to bear a noble and permanent fuper-ftru&ure. As yet, however, the work was coarfe
and inelegant. The ornamental parts of the Doric,
Ionic, and Corinthian Orders, were ftill wanting to
complete the whole. How thefe deficiencies were
fupplied, or, to quit the metaphor, how the accom-
pliflied gentleman fucceeded to the imperfecT:youth,(hall be fhewn in the next fedtion.

SECT-
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S E C T I O N II.

G E O R G E the firft, eleftor of Hanover , af-
cended the throne of Great Britain without any op-
pofition. His title, though founded upon the prin-
ciples of the revolution, upon repeated acts of par-
Hament, and the choice of a free nation, was not
however univerfally acknowledged. The govern-
ment had been for many years in the hands of real
or fufpected enemies ; whom it was equally dan-
gerous to continue in power, or to difmifs. Their
leeret wilhes, it was thought , had long been turned
towards a competitor for the crown, who had been
formerly acknowledged by Lewis XIV. and, while
that monarch lived, was certain of finding in him,
equally from motives of ambition and confeience,
a zealous, though not an open, friend [ i ] .

The new king arrived in England near two
months after he had been proclaimed. The op-
pofite parties were prepared for the flruggle . Se-
veral changes had taken place ; many more were
expedled, and a total revolution in the political
fyftem was, not without anxiety, forefeen.

This critical fituation obliged the new miniftry to
call in to their alfrftance all thofe perfons, who, from
inclination and principle, were attached to their
caufe. Lord Stanhope was one of the firft fent for.
He owed this diftinclion to general Stanhope, grand-

fon
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fon to the firft earl of Chefterfield by a fecond 1714.
wife, and uncle to his father. As this brave officer,
to whom the nation owed the conqueft of Minorca,
was one of the principal leaders of -the whig
party , and had flood forth in defence of the Han¬
over famiiy during the trying years of the laft reign,
he expedVed, and deferved, to be nobly rewarded.
He was immediately appointed fecretary of ftate,
and foon obtained the greateft fhare in the affedlions
and -confidence of the fovereign. His young kinf-man could not have wiflied for a more favourable
introdudlion ; and therefore, though he had in-
tended to fpend the next carnival at Venice, he did
not hefitate to facrifice in this, as in many other in-
liances, his pleafure to his duty.

Upon his arrival in London , he was prefented ^to the king, and appointed one of the gentlemen of 3
the bed-chamber to the prince of Wales. This poft
was equally fuitable to his birth, his age, and his
inclination. His genius, application, and know-
iedge of the conflitution, gave him the bell; oppor-
tunities of acquiring the language and fcience of
courts, of ingratiating himfelf with the fucceflbr to
the crown, and of transforming a German prince
into a Britiih king. He found by his own expe-
rience, as he fomewhere obferves, that young favor
is eafily acquired ; and that, when acquired, it is
warm, though perhaps not more durable than raoft
other court attachments ufually are.

In a foil fo unfavourable to the growth of virtues
as courts generally are, it was our young lord's pe-
culiar good fortune to meet with a man, whom So-
crates would, probably, not have difowned as a dif-
ciple ; and he had the good fenfe to make that man
his friend. Lord Lumley, afterwards fo well known,
fö greatly elkemed , and fo univerfally regretted,

under
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17r5. under the name of lord Scarborough, was at this
""""v J time lord of the bed-chamber, and mafter of the

horfe to the prince. The intimacy between thefe
two noblemen was unreferved, notwithftanding the
difFerences of characters and age, for lord Scarbo¬
rough was ten years older ; it continued unalterable
araidft the connict of interefts and parties. We
need no other teft of the charadters of thefe two
lords, than that, though courtiers, they loved,
trufted, and efteemed each other.

In thefe troublefome times, a feat in parliament
was not confidered merely as an honor, but alfo im¬
plied a duty, the Performance of which was ex-
pedted from all thofe, whofe abilities were adequate
to the tafle. They were called upon to make an
open declaration of their fentiments, and to era-
ploy their powers in the fervice of their refpedtive
parties. For thefe purpofes, lord Stanhope was
elecled into the firft parliament under George I. as
reprefentative of the borough of St. Germains,
Cornwall.

Eut though the intereft of his king and country
was the primary objedt of his lordfliip's attendance
in that great aflembly, where public good is fo
much talked of, and private interefl fo often pur-
fued ; yet, perhaps, the thirft of glory, that power-
ful incentive to great adtions, was a motive of fome
weight with him. He knew that fpeaking well in
the houfe of commons was the only way of making
a figure, and rifing to honors. Nature , by no
means, if I may borrow his exprefiions, intended
him for a perJona muta, and one of the pedarii. He
could not, without the utmoft violence to his cha-
radter, refolve to give filent votes. He teils his fon,
that from the day he was eledted to the day that he
fpoke, which was a month after, he thought and

dreamt
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dreamt of nothing but fpeaking ; and, though much
awed the firft time, he acquitted himfelf in a man¬
ner, which raifed the expe&ations of his friends as
well as his own.

The circumftance, in which he firft took an ac-
tive part, was delicate and in fome degree decifive.
The principal minifters of the late queen had been
driven out of their country, or fent to the tower.
Their antagonifts, perfecuted by them in the laft
reign, became in this, ftill more from revenge than
from intereft, their perfecutors ; and it is not un-
likely that the rebellion which enfued, was as much
the effect of the violence of the latter , as of the in-
clination of the former [2] . Articles of impeach-
ment were drawn up by a committee of enquiry,
compofed of one and twenty members, againft the
principal contrivers of the peace of Utrecht . One
of thefe was the duke of Ormond , who, as well as
lord Bolingbroke, was prudent enough, to with-
draw from the ftorm, and to leave the kingdom. As
the duke had never been a friend to the lait-named
lord, and feemed much lefs culpable than the other
minifters, feveral of the moft moderate whigs
were inclined to treat him with lefs feverity.
The majority, however, were of a different opi-
nion ; and our new member , who, on this occa-
fiQn, fpoke for the firft time, appeared, what the
well-meant zeal of inexperienced youth only could
excufe, particularly violent. He faid that, " he
" never wiftied to fpill the blood of any of his
" countrymen, much lefs the blood of any noble-
" man ; but that he was perfuaded that the fafety
" of his country required that exampies fhould
" be made of thofe who betrayed it in fo in-
" famous a manner [3]." This fpeech, he owns
to his fon, was but indifferent as to the matter:

he
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he even acknowledges that, if he had not beert 3
young member, he certainly fhould have beert
reprimanded by the houfe for fome ftrong and im
difcreet things which he had fpoken. It went off
however tolerably Well, in favor of the fpirit with
which it was uttered , and the language with which
it was graced. But, though he was not publicly
cenfured, he could not efcape private admonition.
Äs foon as he had done fpeaking, one of the oppofite
party took him afide ; and, having complimented
him upon Iiis coupd'ejfai, added, that he was ex-
aftly acquainted with the date of his birth, and
could prove that, when he was chofena member of
the houfe, he was not come of age, and that he was
not fo now : at the fame time he affured him, that
he wifhed to take no advantage of this, unlefs his
own friends were pufhed, in which cafe, if he of-
fered to vote, he would immediately acquaint the
houfe with it. Lord Stanhope, who knew the con-
fequences of this difcovery [4], anfwered nothing,
but , making a low bow, quitted the houfe directly,
and went to Paris, probably not much concerned
at the opportunity affbrded him of finifhing his no-
viciate in thatcity [5] .

In the mean while, the rebellion had braken out
in fome parts of England as well as of Scotland.
The fuccefs of this undertaking is fufficiently known.
Like all other precipitate and ill-condufted fchemes,
it was foon quelled, and only ferved to diftinguifh
the friends of government from its enemies. It is
by no means improbable that lord Stanhope's expe-
dition to Paris had more than view. Düring the
life-time of the old French king, the caufe of the re-
bels had been indireftly fupported by that court
and even in the beginning of the regency, all th
▼igilance of the Briüfh minifier .was exerted to ob-

ftruft
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ftrutt this pernicious intercourfe[6] . Lord Stanhope,
who, under the appearance of a man of pleafure,
knew how to conceal the man of bufinefs, may have
been of fmgular fervice in difcovering fecret in-
trigues and machinations, and could never have
found a better fchool to improve his talents for ne-
gotiation. All the motions of the Jacobites were
narrowly watched ; their correfpondence with thofe,
who had taken up arms in favour of the pretender,
detedted, and the fupplies from his well-wifhers in
France in great meafure cut off. Lord Bolingbroke,
it is well known, was by the ambaflador's influencereclaimed from the fervice of the chevalier to that of
the king ; and he juftified the account, which the
earl had given of the fincerity of his return [7] , byfecret affittance and feafonable informations. The
careful and fpirited condudt of lord Stair was at
that time greatly commended, though afterwards
not fufficiently acknowledged [8.]

The fuccefs, which had attended the meafures and
arms of government , was not thought fufHcient to
fecure its ftability. The rafhnefs and impetuofity,with which the rebellion had been carried on, were
proofs of the confidence, which thofe who were
concerned in it placed in their ftrength , and feemed
to indicate that they pofferTed refources the more
alarming, as they were concealed. The number ofthe difaffe&ed had on this occafion been found to
be much greater than was before fufpe&ed. With-
out fecret encouragement , the pretender would
fcarcely have ventured to come over to Scotland,and to fuffer himfelf to be crowned after the over-
throw of his forces. His friends abroad, though dif-
appointed, continued ftill to threaten [9] •, his par-tifans in the kingdom, and even in both houfes,
dropped hints of revenge; Though the majority ia

the
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the prefent parliament was greatly on the fide of
the whigs, the leaders of that party feared, or feemed
to fear, that another eledion might not be equally
favourable to them. This apprehenfion induced the
miniftry to bring in a bill for making this, as well as
future parliaments, feptennial.

The duration of thefe national afTemblies is well
known to have varied at different periods. The
time of their being convened has moftly been un-
fettled, and though their meetings were fometimes
yearly, or perhaps more frequent, yet they com-
monly were occafional, and dependent lipon the bu-
finefs of the kirigdom. The parliament became in-
dependent of the crown under Charles I. and with
proper management might have become fo of the
people, under his fons. The firft error proved fatal
to the king, the laß might have been deftrudtive of
the conftitution. To prevent both extremes, the
reigning party, foon after the revolution [10], pro-
cured an a£t to limit the duration of parliaments to
three years. Experience foon difcovered, efpecially
in the following reign, the inconveniencies of too
frequent eledtions, which often favor the ends of
facYion, and are the caufe of unfteadinefs in the ad-
miniftration of afFairs. The ferment, in which the
nation was at that time, and the neceflity there was
of a firm and permanent miniftry, rendered thefe
confequences more obvious and more dangerous. It
was apprehended that the malecontents might wi(h
for a time of general confufion, as being the moft
favourable to their defigns. A period of feven
years was therefore propofed to be fubftituted to
that of three ; and after a ftrong debate, the motion
was carried in both houfes. Lord Stanhope fpoke
in fupport of this alteration,and we learn from him-
felf [10], that this fecondfpeech was delivered with

more
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ftiore freedom, and received more favourably than 1716.
the firft His fentiments on this fubjeft feem to ,a**VBte
have conünued the fame throügh life [ ii ], and
though he often expreffed in the ftrongeft terms his
fears of the progrefs of corruption [12], he did not
feem to think fhort parliaments a eertain remedy
againit it. Indeed, the fcenes o£ violence and de-
bauchery, infeparable from populär elections, af-
ford juft reäfons to doubt whether the return to tri-
ennial or even annual parliaments vrauld, in the
prefent ftate of things, eontribute more to the ad-
vantage of liberty than to the encoUragement of
licentioufnefs and the propagation of vice*

•f
Our young fenator contirtued from tirrie to time to 1717«

fpeak in the houfe of commorts, and it appears from
his accourtt [13] that he took pains to improve his
manner, and fhake off his apprehenfions. The
advantage of his rank, the figure he made in parlia-
ment, his infimlatirtg graces in änd out of court,
tauft häve raifed him very fpeedily to the higheit
employments, if an unforefeen event had not for atime obftru&ed his elevation.

This incident was the mifunderftanding between
theking and his fon,which happened about this time,
It took its rife from a circumftance, which would
appeär of little moment [14], if even the moit
trifling occurrences did not become important , by
the greatnefs of the perfons concerned in them.
There were, in this cafe, other caufes, which con-
tributed to the effeft. The people in power had for
fome time been divided ; and theprincipal of them,
headed by lord Townfhend , were thought to be
fupported by the fucceflfor. His fpirits, and a betier
acquaintance with the language and laws of the
kingdom, naturally drew after him a great number
of adherents, More heat Was Ihewn by the king onVol . I, C this
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1717. this oecafion than might have been expefted frqm
a man of his eafy and benevolent difpofition, who in
private life would have been loved and efteemed as
an amiable if not as a bright man. The prince of
Wales was no longer appointed regent of the king-
dom, in his father's abfence; he was ordered to quit
the palace, no public honors were paid to his rank -t
he was feparated from his children, and a confulta-
tion was held to appropriate to their maintenance
part of his income of one hundred thoufand pounds.
This laft attempt did not fucceed. Even court-
lawyers decided, that, if the father and mother were
not allowed to fuperintend the education of their
family, they ought to be excufed from bearing ans¬
part in the expence.

Düring the time of this divifion, no perfon was
allowed to remain neuter . The courtiers deferted
the prince ; and his friends were not received at St.
James's. This was the cafe with lord Stanhope.
Attached to one court, he could expeft no favor
from the other, where the influence of his friends
muft otherwife have fecured his promotion. Gene¬
ral Stanhope, by his merk and zeal, was grown all-
powerful with the king, who readily forrned private
attachments. He accompanied his matter, in all his
expeditions to Hanover, both as a minitter and as a
friend, and was fuccefnvely advanced to the ranks
of vifcount and of earl. When fir Robert Walpole
quitted the poft of firft lord of the treafury, he was
appointed to fucceed him; and, having made anex-
change with the earl of Sunderland, held the feafä
as fecretary of ftate. The intereft of fuch a man
was therefore of the higheft importance ; it had
proved extremely beneficial to another perfon of
the family [15] • and it was lord Stanhöpe's fault,
if he did not likewife experience its effecls. The

greatefl
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greateft efforts were made for fome years to detach
him from hisprefent conneclions•, and, by the price
that was offered, we may judge of the value that
Was fet upon his abilities. His father was to h'ave
been made a duke ; but this offer could not terapt
him. He was unwilling to barter his honor for any
title ; and thought likewife that the younger fons of
a duke ought to have larger forturies than either his
brothers or his children were likely to have. The
öld earl of Chefterfield, thoügh fhy of the cottftj
was lefs indifferent to its trappings . He expreifed
his difpleafure at his fou's refufal, and perhaps was
happy in having a new excufe to juftify his ill-treat-ment of him.

Lord Stanhope was, unfortunately, obliged tö
divide for the firft time againft the court, in the
conteft for the repeal of the occafional and fchifm
bills [ i6 ]. Thefe two acts, which had beeri pafTed
with much difficulty during the laft years of queen
Änn^ excited great difcontent. The moft mode¬
rate of the tories, as weil as the wbigs, judged them
extremely oppreifive to a confiderable part of the
nation. Nothing gives a more conviricing proof
how far the Ipirit of party may carry peöple be-
yond their real fentiments, than to fee ferne great
rnen, whom toleration had formerly favoured, now
becoming the advocates of intolerant principles;
and to obferve feveral of the forfher oppofers of
thefe bills, nov/ equally violent in their öppofition to
the repeal. I am told, fir Robert Walpole particu-
larly regretted his having jöined the clamorous high-
church men on that occafion. Young lord Stan¬
hope, who was in the fame öppofition, and voted on
the fame fide, was more excufable, as he probably
füll laboured under fome prejudices of edücatiori.
" I thought it," fays he " impoffible, for the honefteft

C 2 " man
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171.8. " man in the world to be faved out of the pale cf
-v— * " the church, not confidering that matters of opi-

" nion do not depend upon the will ; that it is as
äC natural and as allowable that another man fhould
" differ in opinion from rae, as that I fhould diffei
" from him ; and that if we are both fincere we are
" both blamelefs, and fhould confequently have
" mutual indulgence for each other." His good
fenfe, however, did not fuffer him to join in the new
teft, propofed by lörd Guernfey, which though
fupported by the great Mr. Addiibn, was rejefted
by a majority of the houfe [17],

1719. The prince of Wales's patience, we may fuppofe,
was put to a trial, when the bill for Iimiting the
number of peers was brought into parliament
for two fucceflive felTions. However reafonable this
bill might be thought in itfelf, it feemed partial, ill-
timed, and only intended to lerve as-a teft between
the worfhippers of the fetting, and thofe of the
rifing, fum The lofs, which the crown would have
fuftained in the power of acknowledging ferviceJ,
and of fecuring a majority in the upper houfe, could
only be fett by the fuccelTor; and, in proportion as
it leffened the future influence of the crown, it muH
neceffarily diminifh the number and zeal of the
prince's friends. This confideration, probably , had

^ greater weight with the houfe of commons than the
motives of emulation deduced from the fituation of
the temples of virtue and of honor, which were mofl
eloquently difplayed by one of the members . V&
feverely refleded upon a gentlernan, who, having
gained admittance into the houfe of peers, feemed
to wifh to fhut the door after him [19]. Probablj
the defire of fhewing his gratitude to his benefaöof
influenced our young nobleman, as much as the Uti¬
lity of the bill and bis own ariftocratical principe. ■-. "i
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to divide with all the Stanhopes (20) in favor ofthe 17*9-
minority, which for the firft time under this reignwas on the court fide. The bill, which had readiiy
paffed the houfe of peers, was by an equally great
majority thrown out in the houfe of commons, -andbas never been introducedfince.
Whether this ill fuccefs, or the confufion of affairs 1720.

in the enfuing fouth-fea year , contributed to a tem-
porary reconciliation in the royal family, is uncer-
tain. The prince was xeftored to public honors,
fhough not to public truft ; and his friends were
again well received at the king's court. It happen-ed unfortunately For lord Stanhope, that his relation
died fuddenly in the meridian of his power, and
was fincerely regretted by his maller (21) . Eut
lord Townfhend , who fucceeded as fecretary of
fiate, became alfo lord Stanhope's patron , and lived
-ever after with him in as ftrict an intimacy as their
different ages and fituations would admit.

The prince of Wales had probably expe&ed tofcear a part in public affairs, and to be conftituted
regent during his father's abfence. He was difap-
pointed, however, in his expeclations ; for , when
the king went to Hanover in 1720, the regency
was put in to other hands (22). The prince's friends
voted next year on the fide of the oppofition. We 1721.accordingly find lord Stanhope's name amongftthe
fpeakers againft the court, on a queftion concerninga fmail tax to be laid on civil employments . In
this debate, he anfwered his friend and kinfman,Mr . Henry Pelham ; as afterwards in the other
houfe he frequently oppofed the duke of Newcaf-
tle ; but it -was his maxim, that political affairs
know no relations, friends, or acquaintance.

The alarm occafioned by the difcovery of a new , ?22plot, for a time, put a ftop to thefe divifions, and
united
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united allthofe who were well-affe&ed to the fami-
ly. The particulars of this intrigue, in whicha
catholic duke, a proteftant bifhop, an Englifh no-
bleman, an Irifh peer, two divines, and a phyfician,"
were all fuppofed to be engaged, remain a myftery
even to this day. The danger, to which the pro¬
teftant caufe would have been expofed if the confpi-
racy had fucceeded, made the friends to the contfi-
tution exert themfelves with redoubled vigor. As
this was the period of elections for the fecond par:
liament of this reign, great effbrts were made on
both fides to procure a majority ; but the court had
manifeftly the advantage . The king, with a view
of increafrag his popularity, took his fon with hira
in a tour, which he made through the weftern pro-
vinces. He reviewed his troops encamped on Sa-
lifbury piain, and appeared as the monarch of the
fea, on vifiting at Portfmputh the triumphant fleet
lately returned from the glorious expedition tQMeiTma.

The eflfefts of thefe meafures were obvious. In
die firft feffion of parliament , a motion was made,
and carried, to ftrengthen the power of government,
by an augmentation of 4000 men to the array.
Lord Stanhope, then member for Loftwithiel, in
Cornwall, a borough for which, when he becamea
peer, his brother, John Stanhope, was eleaed re-
pr-efentative, fpoke with great ftrength in favor of
tlie motion, He was undoubtedly glad of an op-
portunity of fhewing his attachment to the reigning
family, though he might, by this frefh inftance of
zeal, ftill add to his father's difpleafure,
, He was foon after rewarded or this mark of fide-

Iity, by being appointed captain of the yeomen of
the guards. It is remarkable , that this favor was
granted at the time that the king, on fetting out

fot
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for Hanover, again excluded the prince from the 1723
regency. Lord Townfhend , to whom he fucceed- '- —'
ed in this poft, advifed him, to make it more profit¬
able, than he himfelf had done, by difpofing of the
places. " I rather, for this time," anfwered lord
Stanhope, " wifh to follow your lordfhip's example
" than your advice." Lord Lumley, who was be-
come lord Scarborough by his father's death, had
fix years before obtained the fecond regiment of
foot guards. A happy conformity of principles be~
tween thefe two noblemen produced a fimilarity of
conduft in fimilar circumftances. None of the
commiflions were ever fold by either.

On the revival of the order of the Bath, his lord- 1725
fhip was ofFered the red ribband. This he thought
proper to refufe ; and was not well pleafed with his
brother, fir William, for accepting it. It is alfo
faid, that his lordfhip took an opportunity of exer-
cifing his humorous talents upon this occafion ; for
fir William Morgan of Tredegar , one of the new
knights, having loft the enfign of the order, he
made a ballad to turn it into ridicule. This ballad,
I am informed, was equally witty and fatyrical.

Whether this humorous piece of pleafantry fol-
lowed or preceded his lördfhip's difgrace, is uncer-
tain. But, when the king fet out this year for
Hanover, among the changes that were made at
court, lord Stanhope fhared the fate of Mr. Pulte¬
ney, and was difmified from his place.

I have been informed, that a fmgular circumftance
prevented his lordfhip from difplaying his abilities
in the houfe of commons, as he afterwards did in
the houfe of peers. There was a member of that
houfe, who, though not poffelfed of fuperior powers,
had the dangerous talent of making thofe, whom he

anfwered;,
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1725. anfwered, appear ridiculous, by mimicking their
~~s*~*x> tone and a&ion. Lord Stanhope was often ex-

pöfed to this unequal-conflid, and always found
himfelf hurt by it. Poflibly, this circumftance, had
he remained long in the lower houfe, might have
deprived his country of one of its fineft orators.

1726. It was therefore fortunate, both for the public and
himfelf, that the death of his father, which happen-
ed foon after, removed him to the houfe of lords.
Düring the remainder of that reign, he continued
true to his engagements, and fpoke occafionally on
the fide of the oppofition. But he then had few op-
portunities to diftinguifh himfelf, in the manner he
afterwards did in more important debates,

The complaint of a want of form in a meffage
from the king occafioned a very fmart conteft in
the houfe of lords. The earl of Chefterfield, a
few months after he had inherited the title, ftood

1727. up in vindication of the priyileges of the houfe. He
likewife fpoke the year after in a debate concerning
a claufe in a money-bijl ; which gave the fovereign
a difcretionary power of applying part of the fup-
plies in any way he might think proper, för the k-
curity of the kingdom, and the maintenance of the
peace of Europe. In both cafes, however, lord
Chefterfield contented himfelf with fpeaking, and
avoided joining in the protefts which were entered
and ügned by the dilfenting lords.

Nothing feems to have hurt George the firft more
than the frequent oppofitions he met with on ac-
count of fubfidies. Bred up in principles difFerent
from thöfe of the country which he was called to
gpvern, he could not avoid complaining to his moft
intimate friends, that he was come over to England
to be a begging king. He added, that he thpughl



LORD CHESTERFIELD . SECt . II. 33
his fate very hard to be continually oppofed in his 1727.
applications for fupplies, which he only alked that
he might employ them for the advantage of the
nation. How far he might deceive himfelf in thefe
notions can fcarcely now be afcertained. He is al-
lowed, by thofe who knew him beft and were molt
attached to him, to have been fomewhat inclined to
parfimony, diffident of himfelf, and very partial to
his eleftorate. But, if he was fhy of appearing
in the füll fplendor of majefty, he was füll more
averfe from any a£t of oppreflion ; and, contented
to be beloved by a few, did not wifh public incenfe.
He died fuddenly, of an apopledlic ftroke, on his
journey to Hanover, the 1Ith of June , in the fixty-
eighth year of his life ; and left many private
friends, who fincerely lamented his lofs.

Perhaps, had he lived longer, he would have
judged more favourably of his fituation ; and expe-
rienced, that to be truly a Britifh king is in fad: to
be the greateft monarch in Europe. The earl of
Chefterfield was not fufficiently intimate with him,
to make him fenfible of thefe great truths , which
lord Scarborough and himfelf endeavoured to in-culcate into the mind of his fucceflbr. Their en-
deavours may be fuppofed not to have been alto-
gether fruitlefs, but might have proved ftill more ef-
feftual , if other interefts and conneclions had not
concurred with the prejudices of a firft and foreign
educaüon to leffen their influence. Happy thofe
kings who have Sullys for their guides ! and happy
thofe guides who -have fuch kings as a Henry IV.
of France for their pupils !

Before we quit this period, in which lord Chefter¬
field made his firft appearance in the world, both
as a fenator and courtier, it will not be improper to

take
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take a fhort furvey of his talents, and of the oppor-
tunities he had, as well as of the means he employ-
ed, to improve them.

Genius is certainly not confined to place or time.
Bounüful heaven has fcattered it over the whole.
world, and, as far as we know, in proportions not
very unequal. Eut the exertions of genius, and
efpecially its application to any particular objecl:,
feem rather to depend on circumftances. Eloquence,
which in this ifland, as in all free ftates, opens the
readieft way to honors. is never in greater eftimati-
on, nor eraployed with more fuccefs, than in thofe
critical times, when the higheft interefts become fub-
jedts of debate, and difputes run lefs on the good of
the ftate than on its prefervation. It is with orators
as with warriors ; their numbers are increafed in
thofe times when they become moft neceffary ; and
an age of dangers, difficulties, and ftruggles, never
fails of producing both.

This was evinced in the period which immediate«
ly fucceeded the reign of queen Ann . A difputed
title, a foreign prince, two oppofite facYions violent-
ly exafperated, and refolutely bent on each other's
deftrudtion ; invafions from without (23), open
(24) and fecret confpiracies within (25), an unfet^
tled peace, a treafury exhaurted, and the apprehenr
fions of a national bankruptcy (26) ; was the ftate
of the nation during the life of George I. His good
fenfe, knowledge of the interefts of Europe , and
(notwithftanding what the pen of party , or even
lord Chefterfield, may have advanced to the con-
trary) his forefight and adtivity,,fupported and firm-
ly eftablifhed a throne raifed on an unftable founda-
tion ; and through his managernent the Britifh
crown was fixed upon his head by that power which
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had been moft interefted, as well as induftrious, in
endeavouring to deprive him of it (27).

To a man of moderate abilities, it might have
fufficed to have yielded to the impulfe of the times;but lord Chefterfield was not contented to glide
paflively along with the ftream. Many circumftan-ces enabled him to take a more adtive part ; and
he negle&ed none of the advantages, which fortune
threw in his way. Born with a fpirit of obfervation,
he from his youth had remarkable opportunities of
obferving great men. The reftoration and the re-
vclution were both under his eyes. The principal
adtors in the bufy fcenes of the preceding Century
were ftill living. If he had not the happinefs of be-
ing informed and dire&ed by his grand -father, Ha¬
lifax, he was at leaft introduced very early into the
Company of Halifax's rivals, as well as into that of
his friends. Danby and Montagu , inveterate ene-
mies under Charles I r, whofe fchemes they had by
turns encouraged and defeated, were now fafely ar-
rived in port. Free from thofe tumultuous paffions,
which had fo long kept them at variance, they dailymet, like friends, at the houfe of lady Halifax ; as
the eider African's brother, and old Cato, may be
fuppofed to have done at the houfe of the mother
of the Gracchi (28). Under their eyes, theyoung
eagle was made to try his wings, in order one dayto foar above their reach.

Models of eloquence of all kinds were equally fet
before him. In the lower houfe, which he had juft
quitted, he had heard, and fometimes borne a part
in thofe animated debates, in which Shippen,
Wyndham , and Bromley, made a vigorous, though
unfuccefsful, ftand againft thofe whom they had
lormerly defeated. Walpole and Pulteney , united
w they had been by party and by common danger,

feparated
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feparated as foon as they were vi&orious. Wal¬
pole, born for bufinefs, indefatigable in labor, and
fupported by a powerful influence (39), was a clear,
as well as artful, fpeaker ; and his cotemporaries al ■
lowed him to be at once the beft parliament-man,and the fitteft to take the lead in the houfe. Pulte¬
ney, by nature formed for focial and convivial plea-
fures, excited by refentment to engage in bufinefs,
and raifed by art to be the idol of the people, unit-
ed all the qualities of a complete orator. He was
florid, entertaining, perfuafive, pathetic, and fub-
lime, as occafions required. The firft, equally
mafter of his fubject and of himfelf, appeared con-
ftantly calm, quickly difcovered the clifpofition of
his hearers, and, never unprepared himfelf, knew
equally when to prefs and -when to recede : the fe-
cond, whofe breaft was the feat of ever-contending
paffions, with arguments , wit, and even tears at
command , bore down all oppofiüon, and fometimes
awakened the fenfibility of thofe whom he could not
convert. Thefe two great men, fo different in
their manner, deferved to be ftudied, though not to
be implicitly followed, by fuch an original genius aslord Chefterfield.

The upper houfe was no lefs fertile in great cha-radlers fit to attradt his obfervation. Sommers in-
deed was then no more (30) ; but Cowper ftill dif-
tinguifhed himfelf by fuperior powers of elocution
(31). Harley ftill fpoke, and fometimes ftill with
dignity (32). But, above all, lord Bolingbroke,
whom lord Chefterfield heard in his youth, had
made the ftrongeft impreffions upon him (33).
Among the perfons, who fucceeded to thefe emi¬
nent fpeakers, feveral would have appeared with
greater advantages , if the qualities of their hearts had
equalled thofe of their heads, The unprincipledw4
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and unthinking duke of Wharton difgraced the fin-' 1727-eft parts and beft education by the bad ufe he made 'of both ; and, with the capacity of a Tully , be-
came, like Clodius, a profligate and wretched in-
cendiary (34). The reftlefs bilhop of Rochefter,
difappointed in his hopes of a primacy (35), with
fuperior abilities, a claflical purity of language, andan auflere dignity of a&ion, ftood forth the Cham¬
pion of a conftitution which he attempted to fubvert(36), and of a church whofe principles he poffibly
dilbelieved (37). Human nature, degraded by thefe
inftances of the abufe that may be made of her gifts,
feemed to recover her dignity in fome men of great,
though very different, merit. Slow in his parts,
rough in his manner, impatient of contradiftion, the
humane, generous, and benevolent, lord Townf-
hend, was inelegant in his language, often per-
plexed in his arguments ; but always fpoke fenfibly,
and with a thorough knowledge of the fubjec~t.

John, duke of Argyle , difcovered the man ofquality in all his difcourfes, no lefs than in all his
acYions: he was a moft pleafmg fpeaker, though
perhaps not the clofeft reafoner ; and , being him-felf moved, he warmed, he charmed, he raviftied
the audience (38). A happy mixture of the two
preceding chara&ers was found in lord Carteret.
Malier of ancient as well as modern languages, this
great imitator of Demofthenes (39) polferTeda moft
uncommon fliare of learning, and had made the
laws of his own and of other countries his particularftudy. His political knowledge of the interefts of
princes and of commerce was extenüve ; his notions
were great, perhaps not always juft . As a fpeaker,
he had a wonderful quicknefs and precifion in feiz-
ing the weak and ftrong fide of a queftion, which
no art or fophiftry could difguife to him j and his

talents
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1727, talents in the argumentative were not inferior tö
~/~v~v-i thofe in the declamatory way. Lord Scarborough

was a ftong , though not an eloquent or florid
fpeaker in parliament ; his difcourfes were the ho-
neft diclates of his heart. Truth and virtue feemed
to borrow his voice, and give fuch weight to all he
faid, that he more than once carried an unwilling
rnajority after him. The fame thing rnay be faid
of a nobleman cotemporary with thofe I juft now
named ; who, füll living, preferves in the moft ad-
vanced age that vigor and prefence of mind which
diftinguifhed all his life, and will be remembered
by pofterity with that reverence which is due to
great honor and great truth [40]. Many other
charadlers might be fketched, änd fome will come
in courfe in a fubfequent period ; but thefe may be
fufficient to give fome idea of the eloquence of thofe
times. Befides, I am fenfible how unequal I am tö
fuch fketches, fitter for the mafterly hand of him
.whofe picture I am attempting to draw.

Lord Chefterfield's eloquence, though the fruit of
fiudy and imitation, was in great meafure his own,
Equal to moft of his cotemporaries in elegance and
perfpicuity, perhaps furpafled by fome in extenfive-
nefs and ftrength, he could have no competitors in
choice of imagery, tafte, urbanity , and graceful
irony. This turn might originally have rifen from

' the delicacy of his frame, which, as on one hand it
deprived him of the power of working foreibly up-
on the paffions of his hearers, enabled him on the
other to affedl their finer fenfations by nice touches

. of raillery and humor, His ftrokes, however poig-
nant , were always under the controul of decency
and fenfe. He reafoned beft, when he appeared moÖ
witty 5 and , while he gained the affeäions of his

hearers
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hearers, he turned the laugh on his oppofers, and
often forcedthem to join in it [41].

It might, in fome degree, be owing to this par-ticular turn that our nobleman was not heard with
fo much applaufe in the lower as in the Upper houfe.
Refined wit and delicate irony are often loft in po¬
pulär and numerous aflemblies. Strength, either of
argument or voice, a flow of pompous words, and a
continual appeal to the paflions, are in fuch places
the beft arms to fupport a good caufe or to defend a
bad one. The cafe is very different in the houfe of
peers. Minds caft in a finer mould, aflfedt. to de-
fpife what they ftyle the vulgär arts ; and, raifed
equally above fears and feeüngs, can only be af-
fefted by wit and ridicule, and love to find fome
of that elegant urbanity and convivial pleafantry
which charms them in private life.

Of all the modes of eloquence this fe ems to be
the moft difficult. As it cannot be practifed with-
out great variety, and is above the reach of mode¬
rate parts, it conftantly ftands in need of encourage-
ments and afliftance. A man of letters, not de-
ftitute of abilities and imagination, may in his ftudy,
by conftant application to the works of the great ora-
tors of Athens and of Rome, acquire the knack (for
often it is not much more [42]) of ftriking his hearers
with terror, of inflaming them with indignation, or
of melting them into foftnefs and tears [43]. But
tbs art of managing irony and pleafantry with ad-

age is a peculiar gift, and requires a conftant
:ourfe with people of fafhion and men of wit.

Lord Chefterfield was early [44] acquainted with
, who in his time defervedly enjoyed the moft
-guifhed reputation ; and he fomewhere men-
to his fon his happinefs, in having been intro-

duced to thefe great men, notwithftanding his infe-
^iority
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riority of age. Among his friends, were Mr. Ad-
difon, fir John Van Brugh [45], Dr . Garth, and
Dr . Arbuthnot [47], Mr. Gay [48], Mr, Pope [49],
and feveral more. Though the laft of thefe great
writers feemed in public converfation continually
äfraid that the man fhould degrade the poet, and
did not eafily familiarife himfelf with thofe who
wifhed to procure an intimacy with him ; yet he
very foon attached himfelf to lord Chefterfield, ad-
mitted him in his private parties, and was particu-
larly defirous of enjoying his Company in his retire-
ment at Twickenham . There he made himfelf
moft agreeable to thofe whom he thus diftinguifhed.
The wit and tafte of our Englifh nobleman was not
a little improved by this intimate intercourfe, in
which he had opportunities likewife to obferve the
Englifh bard's charitable difpofition, and natural
benevolence of mind, notwithftanding the load of
infirmities which in fome degree contributed to whet
the edge of his fatire, and induced him to treat with-
out mercy thofe who affumed any kind of fuperi-
ority over, or happened to orTend, him.

It may eafily be conceived that a fociety, com-
pofed of fuch men, mult have been to the higheft
degree entertaining and inftrucYrve. It was fo
efteemed ; and is fo fpoken of by thofe who had
the honor of being admitted into it. At Mr. Pope's
garden at Twickenham , efpecially, the flower of
the nobility met without any pageantry of ftate, jea-
loufy of party, or diftindtion of fe£t [50]. Amongfl
thefe were, Cobham, Bathurft, Queenfbury, Pulte¬
ney, Orrery, Lyttleton , Marchmont, Murray(
names facred in the annals of their country, and im-
mortalifed by the poet they loved. The headandthe
heart were both improved by fuch a familiär inter¬
courfe of true greatnefs and genius. To thefe emi-
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nent judges , as well as pa'trons of wit, the yovmg
author fubmitted his firft eflays, and received encou-
ragement and advice. By their affiftance and cre¬
dit the veteran poet was often relieved, and forrie-
times fupported againft the frowns of courts, and
under the prelTure of old age and of want [49].
Sentiments of benevolence and generofity were im-
prefled lipon the foul of him, whom pride was like-
ly to miflead, or avariceto corrupt. Such were the
friends, whom lord Chefteifield was fo happy to
be connected with ; in their Company, and by their
joint affiftance and encouragement , Pope fketched
his ethic epiftlcs, which point out to man his gran-
deur and his weaknefs; and his immortal fatires,
which, in this ifland, have moft feafonably ftopped
the progrefs of pedantry and falfe tafte.

Swift feems to have been much lefs intimate with
our earl, though he attempted to become fo [50].
Perhaps it were to be wifhed that lord Chefterfield
had maintained the fame referve with lord Boiing-
broke ; but lord Bolingbroke was not to be refifted.
In that extraordinary man, nature feems to have
blended two different and oppofite fouls ; and he
might have been the greateft charadter of his, or of
any age, if, in many refpects,he had not fhewn him-
felf the weakeft [51] . Lord Chefterfield's acquaint-
ance with Bolingbroke commenced long before the
great oppofition to fir Robert Walpole, and perhaps
was begun at Paris. One reafon of this connection
was certainly, that much could be learned from him,
particularly with regard to public affairs; .and,
though the earl by no means adopted either his po-
litical or religious principles in their füll extent, h<%
continued in great intimacy with him to his death.
I have been told, that king George I. who owned
himfelf under great obligations to lord Bolingbroke,
, Vol . T. D intended,

4*
1727.
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1727. intended, ifhe had lived to return to England, to

have made htm prime minifter; and I fliould be-
lieve this intelligence fufficiently well-grounded
[52], if, on the other hand, no lefs refpedtable au-
thorities did not obllge me to fofpend my judgment
on this point [53]. Pofterity will, perhaps, conti-
nue fome time in the fame ftate of indecifion.

Several foreigners, who have fince made a {hin-
mg figure in the republic of letters, vifited England
during this period, and formed intimate connedtions
with our earl. Some of the principal were Alga-
rotti, the happy imitator of Fontenelle [54], Mon-
tefquieu, and Voltaire, The author of the PerfiaB
letters fpent twoyears in this country, the bell pari
of which were taken up in ftudying that admirable
conftitution he was fo fond of, and has fo well de-
fcribed. He could not derive bis informations fröre
better authority than lord Chefterfield. It is faii
that Montefquieu, in mixt companies, did not ap-
pear equal to the idea conceived of him ; hat he is
univerfally allowed to have been moft amiable,
fprightly, and univerfal, in feleft focieties. Such1
man could not fail to pleafe ; and , having onct
pleafed, foon to become the friend of lord Chefter¬
field. We find accordingly that they kept up a re¬
gulär correfpöndence, which only ended with Mon-
tefquieu's life.

The young author of the Henriade came into
England a few years before, with a view to publuli
his poem ; and, at the fame time, to improve his
knowledge and his tafle, The patronage of the
princefs of Wales, afterwards queen Caroline [55J
^as procured by lord Chefterfield, one of the bell
judges of fuch a poem, and of the fame age with
the writer [56], And, indeed, thefe conüderations

feero
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feem fomewhat to have influenced his judgment , 1727-
both of the poem and of the man.

It would be a matter of aftonifhment, if human
nature did not afford numerous inftances of fimilar
inconfiftencies, to find that the fame man, who
was fo delicate and fo happy in the choice of his fo-
cieties, (hould have fhewn himfelf fo defeclive in
that of his amufements. We wifh it were poffible
to fupprefs this article ; but, if the principal merit
of a pifture confifts in reprefenting faithfully its ori¬
ginal, we cannot omit the fhades occafioned by his
lordfhip's immoderate attachment to pleafure, and
particularly to gaming. This laft paflion, the leaft
excufable of all, efpecially when not foftered by
want, or accompanied with lkill, was in every pe-
riod of his life equally detrimental to his characler
and fortune [57]. It engaged him every night in
the Company of people, with whom he would have
been afhamed to have been feen at any other time.
He knew, and defpifed, yet could not fhun, them
[58]. Crouds flocked round the gaming table, to
enjoy fo unequal a ftrife ; in which, while his pocket
was picked, the applaufe, which the repeated flafhes
of his wit drew from all around, feemed to make
him abundant amends for his lofies [59].

Having thus defcribed lord Chefterfleld's prepa-
rations for his political career, we (hall now endea-
vour to give the beft account we can of him in this
new fcene. But, on feeing him launch forth from a
life fpent in polite ftudies, elegant converfation, eafe
and pleafure, to one of labor, difficulties and dan¬
gers ; we experience the fame feelings, which would
be raifed by the fight of a friend embarking, in Or¬
der to purfue, upon uncertain feas, and in unex-
plored countries, that fortune and honor, which
heaven gave, and he leaves behind him. Our ad-

D 2 miration
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1727. miration of his courage can only be equalled by our
-~v —̂ anxiety for his fafety; and, while from the fhore we

follow him as far as our eyes are able to reach, we
Gannot help expreffing our earneft wifh, that he may
be reftored to us not much the worfe for fo perilous
a voyage.

SECTIO!
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s e c t i o n nr.

LoRD Chefterfield was three and thirty years
of age, when the crown of Great Britain devolved
on a prince, in whofe family and favor he had con-
tinued thirteen years. His fentiments, on this oc-
cafion, may eafily be conceived ; and he had an
early opportunity of expreffing them, as well as the
wifhes of the nation, in the fpeech he made in the
houfe of lords, to introduce the motion for the ad- *
drefs of condolence, of congratulation, and of
thanks to the king, a fortnight after the death of hisfather.

As the earl's joy, on this occafion, was natural,
his expectations muft likewife have been great . If
fufferings in the prince's caufe, if the refufal of con-
fiderable offers to detach him from his fervice, if
trials of zeal, and all the attentions of a courtier join-ed to the abilities of a ftatefman, could have fecur-
ed a mafter's affecYion, he had every reafori to hopethat he Ihould fucceed in a fhort time to the fame
degree of influenae and traft with George II . which
earl Stanhope had defervedly acquired withGeorge I.

The firft appearances, however, were different.
The lovereign, at his acceflion, feerried rather more
difpofed to forget former offences, than anxious to
reward paft fervices. Few changes were made in

public
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public offices; the prince re-admitted feveral, who,
having formerly belonged to his court, had fmce
thought proper to defert itj and it was foon obferv-
ed that fome perfons, who had been moft in favor
with the late king, were likely to enjoy the fame in-
fluence under the prefent reign.

Whether the earl's attachment was thought fo
ftrong as not to require any immediate encourage-
ment, or whether a want of obfequioufnefs, even at
that early period [i ], diverted for fome timethe
courfe of royal favors from him, is uncertain. His
name, however, was not in the lift of promotions;
he kept only his poft of lord of the bed-chamber,
and was not even reftored to the place of captain
of the yeomen of the guard, which on his difmiffion
had been beftowed on the earl of Leicefter. Lord
Scarborough feemed to have been diftinguiflied
more early. He was immediately appointed maf-
ter of the horfe, and made a member of the privj
Council, into which lord Chefterfield was not admit-
ted tili fix months afterwards.

To perfons unacquainted with courts, it may ap-
pear that the nomination of the earl to the embafljf
of Holland [2] was not only a fufficient equivalent
for the rewards he might have expecled, but alfo an
earneft of future advancement . Perhaps it was in-
tended to be fo ; but thofe, who know by what pre-
carious tenure kingly favor is held, may fufpecl:that
the fear of giving his lordfhip further opportunities
of ingratiating himfelf with his mafter had fome
fhare in this promotion.

But whatever the minifter's views, in fending him
as ambaflador to the Hague , may have been, the
poft itfelf was equally fuited to lord Chefterfield's

|afte
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tafte and abilities, and he was determined to diftin- 1728.
guifli himfelf in this ftation, that it might be a ftep —'v ^ 'to his further elevation.

The choice of his attendants was his firft objeöt,
and he was in general directed in it by the ftridteft
laws of decency and propriety. The honorable
John Stanhope, his brother, was, at his recommen-
dation, appointed fecretary of embalTy. In him, he
was fure to find an amiable companion and a true
friend ; but could neither expeft a guide, nor appre-
hend a rival. Indeed it was at all times his princi¬
pe , to fufFer no perfon about him, who might af-
fume the confequence of a prime minifter.

The other perfons, who compofed his family,
were either fuch as he himfelf perfedtly knew, or
who were recommended to him, by thofe, with
whom he was moft intimate. To lord Bolingbroke
he was indebted for the choice of his equerry Mr.
now colonel Rutter , a gentleman often mentionedwith diftindtion in his letters.

Dr . Broxholm, his friend as well as his phyfician,
a man of tafte as well as great fkill in his profeffion,
introduced to his lordihip his brother-in-law, who,
from a happy and fingular conformity of charaöter,
manners, and inclinations, foon became particularly
attached to him. He was a fecond fon, of a good
family, and about eighteen years old, His father
Anthony Hammond , efq; was one of the commiffi- \
oners of the navy, accounted a good fpeaker in |
parliament, and well known by the name of filver- \
tongued Hammond, given to him by lord Bojing- ■
broke. He was a man of wit, but, not unlike other
orators, wanted condudt, .and had, as lord Chefter- :
field ufed to fay, " all the fenfes but common fenfe."

He.
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1728. He, however, did not negleft the education of his
— ' fon, and fent him to Weftminfter fchool, where he

laid in a confiderable ftock of claffical and polite
learning, Born a poet, and endowed with a confi¬
derable fhare of fenfibility as well as delicacy, he
was particularly happy in imitating thofe great mal
ters of antiquity, whofe writings contain the moft
faithful reprefentations of the human 'heart, and in
paiticular that poet, who,in this refpeft, has excell-
ed them all, Tibullus . His life was a remarkable
inftance of the different ufe that can be made of
great talents, He divided his time between the
purfuit of pleafures and fafhiortable amufements,
and a clofe attention to his favorite ftudy of poe-
try ; but thefe two objects could not, at the farae
time, occupy his foul. When he was the man of
the world, the agreeable companion, the lively wit,
he entirely loft fight of books and ftudies. But
thefe times of diffipation were fueeeeded by intervals
of retirement. In thefe, which often lafted many
weeks, he fruit himfelf up, and devoted himfelf to
the fervice of his favorite authors • from whom he
afterwards returned to the world with a frefh ftock
of fancy and fpirits. His heart was a moft friendly
one, and he enjoyed every opportunity of oblig-
ing, in a manner peculiar to himfelf. The ambäf-
fador loved him with all Iiis fingularities, which in
fome meafure were his own. Their intimaey greff
to a very great degree, and fhewed itfelf, even after
the death of the poet.

But it was particularly from the hands of friend-
fnip that he reeeived his chaplain. Richard Chene-
vix, born in England, but of a diftinguifhed famil)'
>n France, was chofen for this office. This gen-
tleman's father, one of the unfortunate vidtims
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of perfecution, driven out of his native country by
the repeal of the edift of Nantz, had ferved as ex-
empt in a troop of horfe-guards, at the time that
lord Scarborough's father commanded that corps,
and afterwards died glorioufly at Blenheim, at the
head of the fecond fquadron of carabineers, of which
he was major. His fecond fon, who was the earl of
Scarborough's godfon, was educated at the univer-
fity of Cambridge, afterwards went into orders, and
was appointed domeftic chaplain to the earl of Scar-
borough, and to the lord Whitworth at the congrefs
of Cambray. On his return to England , lord Scar-
borough recommended him to lord Chefterfield, to
accompany him to Holland. The choice of a cler-
gyman, who underftood and could fpeak the
French and Englifh languages equally well, was
particularly proper, as it was then intended that the
earl, after ftaying fome time in Holland, fhould go
from thence ambailador to France [3] . Mr. Che-
nevix was told by his patron that he would then be
obliged to preach in French as well as in Englifh.
Lord Stair was the laft of the Englifh ambalfadors,
who had divine fervice performed in his chapel in the
language of the country ; and there is great reafon
to believe that lord Chefterfield would have followed
the example of his predeceffor, but he was not put
to the trial. The diftinguifhed manner, in which
he acquitted himfelf of the embaffy at the Hague [4],
engaged the king to continue him at that place
much longer than he at firft intended. The perfo-
nal regard which lord Chefterfield profeffed to his
death for this worthy clergyman, and the warm fen-
timents of affedtion which the bifhop of Waterford
retains for the memory of his patron, do equalhonor to both.

From
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From the nature of lord Chefterfield's education,
and his ftudious manner of life, but ftill much more
from his intercourfe with moft experienced ftatef-
men of difFerent principles, it may be judged , that
he had acquired no inconfiderable fund of political
knowledge ; yet he was diffident of himfelf, and
thought it proper to recur to other helps. We have
feen that a courfe of ledtures in civil law had been
the principal objedt of his ftudies at Cambridge ; but
thefe ledtures, even fuppofmg them to have been
well attended by him, did not comprehend the laws
and cuftoms of other countries. Immediately,
therefore, upon his arrival at the Hague , he ap¬
plied to a celebrated profeflbr[5] of the univerfity
of Leyden ; and, at his recommendation, took into
his houfe a gentleman who was perfedtly well qua-
lified to inftrudt him in the fcience both of the civil
law and the imperial code.

But lord Chefterfield was thoroughly fenfible,
that knowledge alone, however extenfive, would
avail him but little in his political career, unlefs
adorned with other minifterial accomplifhments.
He wifhed to be a man of the world, as well asa
man of bufmefs; and had ftrongly imbibed the
idea, that labour and pleafure were not incompa-
tible, and that the one contributed to heighten the
tafte of the other. His firft occupation in the morn-
ing was to write his difpatches; and , as he left little
for his fecretary to do, he frequently ftaid in his
room tili dinner-time, unlefs bufinefs called him out.
Sometimes he returned there in the afternoon ; but,
in general, like thofe of the famous De Witt [6],
his evenings were fperit in affemblies and amufe-
ments [7] . Thefe very amufements furnifhed him
with many opportunities, which he never negledted,
of üudying charadters; fo that, in the midft of his

' pleafures,
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pleafures, he never loft fight of his main objeft , 1728
which was, to diftinguifh himfelf as a man of bufi-
nefs.

In the middle of the year 1728 he arrived at the
Hague . This village is juftly confidered as the
capital of the United Provinces, and, almoft for
thefe two centuries paft, has been the center of the
moft important negociations [8] . A foreign mi-
nifter cannot be in a better fchool for improving his
talents, and exercifing his patience, both from the
chara&er of the nation, and from the nature of its
conftitution. As this difFers, in many refpefts, from
that of moft other modern ftates ; and as, among
the ancient, none comes nearer to it than the con-
federacy of the Acheans ; it will not be improper to
infert here a fhort fjtetch of it.

It confifts of feven provinces, various in extent,
unequal in force, and often divided in intereft.
Each of the provinces is compofed of feveral towns
or cities, every one of which has its own govern-
ment and laws, and is as independent of its neigh-
bours, as the provinces are both of each other and
of the ftate. Supreme authority refides in every
part, and common intereft affords the only bond of
union. In order to carry on the public concerns, a
certain number of deputies from each province
meet, at ftated times, at the Hague , and compofe
what is called, the Aüembly of the States Gene¬
ral [9] . The majority there decides, but only in
common matters [10]. Affairs of importance, fach
as war, taxes, navigation, the regulation of the co-
lonies, &c. are referred to each of the provinces ;
and although each of them has its own ftates, thefe
cannot give their final confent tili they have pro-
cured the fufFrages of every one of the voting towns.
This previous application to each of thefe fingle

commtl-
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1728. communities, and their approbation, are feldom dif.
*-y— 1 penfed with, except in cafes where neceffity takes

place of law. The difficulttes in obtaining this una-
nimity are great, and the inconveniencies attending
it obviqus ; difpatch and fecrecy can never be ex^
pecled, and the door is left open for cabals and ma-
chinations. It fometimes happens, that the refufal
of one frnall town ftops a refolution ; and that its
confent cannot be obtained without fome ftipulation
in favor of one of the magiftrates [11]. Thefe in¬
conveniencies are, in great meafure, prevented,
when the republic has a chief, of power and influ-
ence fufficient to preyail over private intereft and
intrigues [12]. When there is no ftadfholder, as
was the cafe during lord Chefterfield's embaflies,
the great officers of ftate fupply his place, thougli
deftitute of his power. Their acknowledged talents
and experience procure them the confidence of the
provinces, and their advice is generally followed.
The principal of thefe officers bears the title of
grand penfionary of Holland, and was formerly
ftiled their advocate [13] . He is conftantly ap-
pointed by the province of Holland, which, though
only the fecond in rank, is by far the moft con-
fideraWe in opulence and credit [ 14]. The pen¬
fionary regularly attends the meeting of the States
General, as well as thofe of his province, and he
may be looked upon as prime minifter [15]. Itis
with him that foreign minifters negociate, and that
thofe of the States in foreign courts correfpond. He
is elecled only for five years ; but he may be, and
moft commonly is, continued at the expiration of
that term. The importance of this poft has ever,
excluded from it perfons of inferior abilities; and
the lift of thofe, ■who have filled it, contains the
refpeftable names of Barneveit, Catz [ r6] , De Witt,
Fagel , Heinfius [17], &c. Slingeland, an old

an4
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and experienced magiftrate of one of the principal 1728.
towns, at the time of lord Chefterfield's embafly, '-^ v~
occupied that important place ; as Fagel moft ably
filled that of Greffier, or fecretary of ftate. With
thefe two, but chiefly with the firft, our ambaflador
contradted a greater intimacy than it is comrnonly
fuppofed can fubfift between the prime minifter of
one power and the ambaflador of another [18] ; butlord Chefterfield's own account of the nature of their
conneclion, is fufficient to remove this feeming in-
confiftency[19]. " Mr. Slingeland," fays he, " was
" the ableft minifter, and the greateft man I ever
" knew, I may juftly call him my friend, my maf-
" ter, and my guide, for I was then quite new in
"bufinefs ; he inftrufted me* he loved me, he
" trufted me/ ' The man, who- having had fuch
obligations to another, fcruples not to own them,
muft himfelf be very great.

The ambaflador found a moft ufeful afliftant in
James Dayrolles, his majefty's refident at the
Hague . The regard he had for that old and ex¬
perienced minifter did not ceafe at the death of the
latter, but was transferred to his nephew, the prefent
Mr. Solomon Dayrolles. This gentleman, who
poflefled his iordlhip's confidence and friendfhip,
and kept up an uninterrupted correfpondence with
him, after having fucceilively and moft ably filled
the pofts of refident minifter at the Hague , and
minifter and commiflary pienipotentiary at Bruneis,
is now retired from public employments, and en-
joys that general refpeft which is juftly due to hisfervices and merit

. The minifters of the other princes, who were at
the Hague during the Cime period with lord Chef-
terfield, were chiefly men of eminence, who were
far advanced in the political career when his lord-

fh'ip
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1728. mip was commencing it. As the interefts of their
1— r —' refpe&ive courts were very difFerent from thofe of

Great Britain, he was obliged to keep a watchful eye
over them, to penetrate into their fecrets, while he
concealed his own, and to oppofe or prevent the'tr
plans and intrigues, by fupporting, at the fame
time, the almoft irreconcileable charafter of their
perfonal friend and political adverfary. The fuaviii!
in modo, fortiter in re, which he afterwards fo
lirongly recommended to his fon, together with the
■voltifciolti& penßeriflrelti, became rules as familiär
to htm as they were neceffary. He converfed, with-
out any apparent prejudice, with the heads of the
oppofite parties in Holland ; he direfted his purfuits
to a conftant point of view, and carried them on
without heat or affedtation, but with firmnefs and
perfeverance. He fometimes was beft pleafed wlieo
he appeared leaft fo, and often concealed his diffi-
culties under the mafk of eafe and indifference.

The marquis of Fenelon, heir to the merit as well
as to the name of the author of Telemachus [20],
had, for fome years, been ambaffador from the
court of France , when lord Chefterfield firft came
to the Hague . Thefe two noblemen were both
young , poffeffed of fimilar talents, and equally de-
firous of diftinguifhing themfelves. Actuated bya
powerful fpirit of emulation, they ftrove to excel
each other in induftry and application, as well as in
politenefs and fplendor, and were no lefs attentive
to fupport the dignity of their charadters than the
authority of their refpe&ive nations.

1729. Great Britain, France , and the United Provinces,
were at that time engaged in one common caufe.
Their objecT: was, to maintain the peace of Eürope,
and to extinguifh the flames of a general war, which

were
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were beginning to break out. The emperor Charles
VI. and Philip V. king of Spain had for a while fuf-
pended their animofities, and had entered into an
alliance, in order to be revenged on thofe whö in-
terpofed to prevent them from purfuing their reci-
procal claims. This forced the Englifh miniflersinto a ftri&er union with thofe of France. The
emperor being highly diffatisfied with the king of
Great Britain, not merely becaufe his majefty had
declined the office of mediator between him and his
rival, but more efpecially on account of his refufing
to become a guarantee of his poffeffions after his
death, threatened his new elettoral acquifitions;
and, notwithftanding the reprefentations of the
United Provinces, endeavoured to eftablifh an Eaft
India Company at Oftend. The king of Spain, on
his fide, finding an infurmountable oppofition from
the Britifh nation to the cellion of Gibraltar, which
fome indecifive exprefhons, in a letter from the late
king [21], had induced him to demand, attempted
the redudtion of that important fortrefs, and refufed
to reftore feveral fhips illegally taken in America,
as well as to give fatisfa&ion to the Dutch on their
commercial complaints.

Notwithftanding thefe hoftile proceedings, the
view of the two princes was not to break with the
maritime powers ; but rather to engage them, as
parties, in their difputes. An eftablifhment for
the Spanifh prince, Don Carlos, in Italy, had been
the great objeft of the court of Spain, and was as
warmly oppofed by that of Vienna. Neither the
congrefs of Cambray, nor that of SoifTons, had been
able, in the courfe of many years, to adjuft the man¬
ner and conditions of this fettlement ; and nothing
feemed remaining but the alternative of a rupturewith either of the two courts. France couid not

have
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i729. have avoided taking part in fuch a war, for which
■/ 'VV3 fhe was not as yet fufficiently prepared . It was,

therefore, thought proper to detach Spain from her
nevv conneclions with the Imperial court, and tore-
concile her with England and France . This was
efFefted by the treaty concluded and figned at
Sevilla, in the month of November 1729. AnEng-
lifh fleet was promifed to the infant of Spain, to
protedl the landing of fix thoufand of his country-
men in Italy, and to fecure to him the eventual fuc-
ceflion to Parma and Placentia.

Philip and his father, on their part , together will
the French king, guaranteed all the poiTeflions of
the Britifh crown in every part of the world, ac-
cording to former treaties ; and this was fuppofed
to imply a formal renunciation of Gibraltar and Mi-
norca. They likewife agreed to refpeft for the fu-
ture the Britifh trade in America, and to reftore the
fhips that had been feized. The Dutch , at laft ac-
ceding to the treaty , obtained a fatisfaftion with re-
gard to their complaints ; and his Catholic majefty
promifed to concur in the abolition.of the Oftend
Company. He even confented, which none of his
predecelTors had done, to allow the States their title
of high and mighty , and to treat with them, in
every refpedl, as with crowned heads [22].

The perfons concerned in this negociation were
thofe who had been employed as plenipotentiariesat
the congrefs of SoifTons. Colonel Stanhope was ont
of them ; and, on account of this and other fervices,
he was foon after created a peer, by the title of lord
Harrington , and appointed ambaffador to the conti
of Madrid . Mr. Horace Walpole, the prime mi-
nifter's brother, was, however, fuppofed to havt
been principal agent in this treaty, which he ever
after defended vrith great warmth [23] . It dfles

not
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not appear, that tbe earl of Chefterfield was con- 1729-cerned in this tranfadtion, any otherwife than in ' r
giving notice of it, by order of his court, to the
States General, from whom, as well as from the em-
peror, it had long been concealed. Were we to form
any conjettures, from the decifive part which his
lordfhip afterwards took in the parliamentary de-
bates relative to Spain, we fhould be induced to fuf-
peft , that the treaty never met with his approbation
[24]-

The eftablifhment of a new Eaft India Company
at Altena, under the protection of the king of Den-
mark, had lately been attempted . Subfcriptions for
it were folicited even in Holland ; and the defire of
gain encouraged feveral monied people to become
adventurers in this undertaking . Great Britain could
not patiently fuffer, any more than the United Pro-
vinces, fuch a fcheme to be carried into execution.
The ambaffador's pen was ufefully employed in the
fupport of their rights, and the mafterly memoir
which he compofed 011 this occafion, in conjun&ion
with one of the deputies of the States, was delivered
by him to the Danifh minifter at the Hague [25].
Their oppolltion was fuccefsful; and this Company,
as well as that of Oftend, was foon afterwards en-
tirely abolifhed.

Lord Chefterfield had a ftill greater fhare in a
matter feemingly of lefs confequence, but which
nearly concerned his mafter, as eledtor of Hanover.
The king of Pruffia had married his fifter, and a new
alliance between the two families, by means of a
double marriage, had been propofed on the acceffion
of George II. to the crown ; and , on account of fome
matters of punftilio, refufed [26]. « The ties of
" blood," fays an energetic writer [27], " have but
" a feeble hold on princes. Thus , notwithftandingVol . I, E " the
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1729. w thecourtsof Berlin andHanöver were fo nearlyre-
—-y™—' " lated,interefthadfetthem at variance,not only will

" regard to the affair of Mecklenburg , but alfo on
" certain family claims, at that time unadjufted; as
" likewife, that there was 3 fort of rivalfhip between
" the families, and any accefs of intereft and powo
" to the one was füre to-give umbrage to the other."
Levies of men were forcibly raifed in the Hanoverian
dominions by Pruffian emiifaries; and thefe pro-
ceedings occafioned retaliations on the fide of Ha¬
nover. The two rnonarchs feit themfelves offenden1
ftill more as private gentlemen than as fovereigns;
and, as both poifefled great perfonal bravery, the
repetition of the feene between CharlesV. and Fran¬
cis I. was talked of. If royal difputes were fuffered
to be fettled in this manner, contentions between
erown-heads would be more rare and lefs deftruc-
tive. In the prefent cafe, the delirant reges pleäut;
Pur Achivi was, for the thoufandth time , likely to
have been verified. The country of Hanover was
threatened with an invafion, which it was but ill-pre-
pared tb1 refift. Mo affiftance from England could
reafonably be defired, or obtained without diffi-
culty ; as, by the ad of fettlement , the kingdora
was not to be concerned in the wars of the eleäo
rate, and no pretence could be alledged to elude•
this article. Our ambafTador's zeal was happily ex-
erted in preventing the confequences of this difpute.
On Iiis application to the Staates, a-letter was written,
in their name, to the king of Pruffia, to intreat him
to fufpend hoftilities, and liften to conciliatory terms
[28]. To add weight to'this letter , feveral Dutcb
regiments reeeived orders to march tovvards Cleves
This ftep had the defired effecT: ; an arbitration was
propofed and aeeepted ; and foon after an aecorn-
modation took place, which did not, however, pro-
duce a fincere reconciliation between the brothö
längs'. The
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The education of kings cari hardly permit them 1729-
to feel ltke men. Happy thofe, whofe hearts are ^
not infenfible to the calls of gratitude and huma-
nity ! That of George II. was for the moft part in a
ftate of neutrallty ; but , if any thing could roufe him
from that indifference, it certainly was his native
country. As his firft movements were generally on
the fide of juftice and of truth, he expreffed his ap-
probation of lord Chefterfield's conducl, with a
warmth not very ufual to him ; and it may be pre-
fumed, that, being at Hanover, he expreffed thefe
fentiments with lefs referve than he might have done
in London. In that eapital of his little empire, he
thought himfelf greater than any where elfe, and he
enjoyed in it more freedom and more happinefs.
He had with him none of his Englifh minifters, ex-
cept lord Townfhend , who ftill occupied the place .
of fecretary of ftate, but had loft the influence in the
cabinet which he pofleffed under the late king. Be¬
ing now reduced to act a fecondary part, he wifhed
for an opportunity of recovering his former fupe-
riority ; and having facured, as he fiattered himfelf,
a private intereft with his mafter, he thought the pre-
fent inftant favourable, and refolved to'try the expe-
riment, however hazardous it might be. The other
fecretary of ftate was the dukeof Newcaftle,formerly
obnoxious to the king [29], but reconciled to him
by fir Robert Walpole and the queen, who at St.
James's at leaft, had more than a deliberative voice.
Lord Townfhend attempted to remove the duke;
and, in order to lefl'en the influence of his rival, and
to increafe his own, he was defirous of having his
friend lord Chefterfield for his colleague. Thefe
views, however, he concealed, and only acquainted
him, that, as the king appeared pleafed with his ne-
gociation, he would do well, when he waited upon
his majefty at Helvoet-Sluys, to defire the permiffion

E 2 of



CO M E M O I R S O F

17 29, of attending him to London, on account of private
—' bufinefs. Thus far every thing fucceeded. The ara-

balfador was gracioufly received by the monardi;
who thanked him for his fervices, and readily granted
bis requeft. It may be prefumed, that lord Townf-
hend had received fome encouragement from his
mafter to perfifl in his fcheme ; but the private ca-
binet had not been confulted, and it was too alert
and powerful not to baffle this attempt [30]. Lord
Townfhend , far from being able to difplace the
d'uke of Newcaftle, was himfelf forced to refign;
and lordChefterfield , inftead of being made fecre-
tary of ftate, few lord Harrington fucceed his friend
in that office,

1-730, His difappointment was, in fome meafure, made
up to him by the place of high fteward of his raa-
jeliy 's houfhold [31} and the gärferv v/hich had been
the fupreme objeft of his wilhes.- He was inftalled
at Windfor the 18th of June , with the d ûke of Cum-
berland , and at the expence of the fovereign, who
was prefent at the ceremony. He foon<after lefi
England [32], and returned to his poft..

Bufinefs of importance awaited him in Holland.
The emperor was highly difpleafed, that the treaty
of Seville had been concluded ; and Philip V. was
no lefs fo, that it füll remained unexecuted. France,
fmce the birth of the dauphin in 1729, had renewed
her cid connexions with the court of Madrid, and
was projecting new fchemes againft the houfeof
Auftria. The maritime powers were accufed, not
altogether without reafon, of having delayed the
promifed conveyance of the Infant into Italy.

The French ambalfador preiTed the States to ful-
fil their engagements and break off with the em¬
peror and the Spanifli ambafiador at Paris openlf

declared,
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declared, that, thefe engagements haykg been vio-
lated by the allies, his mafter would no loriger be
reftrained by thofe he had entered into [33]. No¬
thing could be more inconfiftent with the interefts
of Great Britain than to commence a war with the
houfe of Auftria. Far from defiring to deftroy the
only barrier againft the rifing and afpiring power of
the Bourbons, both the Englifh and Dutch fincerely
wifhed it might be ftrengthened. The ancient fyf-
tem, too long negledted, was now to be revived ;
and the Imperial court was to be induced, by fome
equivalent, to defift from its oppofition to the treaty
of Seville. This would have been a difficult tafk, if
particular reafons had not difpofed the emperor to
comply with the folicitations of his former allies. He
had no male heir, and earneftly wifhed that his he-
reditary dominions might, after his death, pafs undi-
vided to one of Iiis daughters. Such an arrangement
had been long before propofed, and was called the
pragmatic fandtion. By the French it was rejected
at the congrefs of Soiffons, for this piain reafon, that
it was contrary to their views ever fince the admini-
ftration of cardinal Richelieu. The Britifh cabinet at
the fame time, though ftrongly folicited by the Im¬
perial court, declined entering into this engage-
ment. But circumftances were altered ; the political
mift began to difperfe, and the miniftry were appa-
rently difpofed to purchafe, at any price, the emper-
or's confent, both to the Seville articles, and to the
Abolition of the Oftend Company. A fecret negocia-
tion was accordingly fet on foot at the Hague , be-
tween the Britifh ambaffador, the Imperial envoy
[34], and the grand penfionary of Holland . The
articles, being fettled among the three minifters,
were fent to the court of Vienna ■, where, after fome
private liipulation in favor of Hanover, and withoul:
waiting for the deliberations ofthe United Pro vinces,

the
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1731. the treaty was figned on the iöth of March. The
—f —* confent of the States to the treaty was afterwards de-

manded in form, and with fome difficulty obtained,
This fecret and important negociation did great ho-
nor to the conciliatory talents of lord Chefterfield,
who in this, as well as in feveral other parts of Iiis
miniftry, feems to have taken Sir William Temple
for his model [35] : yet, without his own account of
this tranfaclion, the great fhare he had in it could
only have been furmifed [36] .

1732. There is reafon to believe, that, befides thefe na¬
tional concerns, our ambafTador employed hirnfelf
ufefully in favour of the houfe of Orange. He de-
clared to the grand penhonary [37], that, although
he had received no pofitive orders to that effeft,yet
he would, to the utmoft of his power, promote the
views of the family, from a conviction, that the in-
tereft both of his own country and of the republic
required it. His early connecYions with the young
and amiable offspring of that houfe were publicly
known [38]. The prince, who was then completing
his ftudies at the univerfity, whenever he came to
the Hague , was always magnificentiy entertained by
the earl,who kept up a conftant correfpondence with
him, and continued, during his life, to be his well-
wifher, encourager, and friend. Though he could
not prevent the refolutions, by which the ftates of
Zealand, in conjunclion with thofe of Holland,
thought proper to fet afide the prince's claim to the
marquifates of Terveer and Fleflingen, he certainly
contributed a great deal to leflen the influence of
the republican party . He forefaw, and earneftly ad-
vifed, the re-eftablifhment of the riadtholder, and
made the firft overtures of the prince's marriage
with the princefs royal-of England , which was con-
cluded fome timeafter [39]. When all thefe faäsare

combined,
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comb'med, it will fcarcely be denied, that George II. J
had no lefs perfonal obligaüons to the earl of Chef¬
terfield than the prince of Wales had had to lord
Stanhope [40].

Düring lord Chefterfield's refidence at the Plague,
the duke of Lorrain, the intended hufband to the em-
peror's eldeft daughter, and afterwards emperor
himfelf, made a tour through England and Holland.
This young prince treated our ambalfador with par-
ticular marks of diftincYion and friendfhip, on ac-
count of his warm folicitations in favour of the houfe
of Aultria. This attachment extended even to his
focial hours fo far that he chofe to be made a free-
mafon by lord Chefterfield, in a lodge compofed of
his excejlency, Mr. John Stanhope his brother, Mr.
Strickland nephew tothe bifhop of Namur [41], Dr.
Defaguliers[42], and one of his friends.

To enjoy the fruits of his labors, and to recover hie
health, which, as well as his fortune, had been great-
ly impaired, lord Chefterfield defired to be recalled.
His requeft was granted, and perhaps for the very
reafon that had procured him his appointment , the
fear of his acquiring too great an intereft v/ith his fo-
vereign. His diforder, which was the confequence of
a fever, baffled for a long time the efForts of the phy-
ficians, and the fwelling of his legs could not be dif-
perfed in lefs than fix months [43].

On the recovery of his health, he began to appear
as a fpeaker in the houfe of lords. We have already
feen that eloquence had been his favourite purfuit
fromhisyouth -, and he frequently told his chaplain,
before his return from his embaffy, that he intended
to exert all his powers to diftinguifh himfelf as an
orator. He, at firft, appeared to be on good terms.
with the prime minifler [44], and fupported his mea-
fures. In the debate upon the reduclion of the num-

ber
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ber of troops from 18,000 to 12,000 men, he in
conjuncYion with the duke of Argyle , ftood up one
of the lirft to oppofe it. The argument he made ufe
of feemed to be convincing. He infifted, that the
prefent number was barely fufficient for the fecurity
of the nation, but by no means confiderable enough
to infpire any fears. He profeiTed, that he had too
good an opinion of his countrymen , to think they
couid be enflaved by fo fmall a body ± and of the
gentlemen of the army, to imagine they would be
bafe enough to concur in fuch a defign. However
he may fince have varied in his opinion concerninga
ftanding army, he never could be perfuaded to ap-
prove of a militia to replace it.

Notwithitanding thefe appearances of harmony and
friendfhip, it was fcarcely to be expecled, that a real
or lafting confidence could be eitablifhed between
Sir Robert Walpole and lord Chefterfield. The for¬
mer dreaded a rival, the latter could not brook a fu-
perior. The art of obliging was too well known to
the earl, too little to the minifter. Abfolute depend-
ence was expefted by the one, and could not be
fubmitted to by the other. An opportunity foon of-
fered, which difcovered both their difpofitions. The
excife fcheme [45] propofed by the minifter, perhaps
with a view to the intereft of his country , was prin-
cipally difliked from an apprehenfion, that it might
add to his power, at the fame time that it increafed
the revenue. It was reprefented as an infringement
upon national liberty, as well as private fecurity and
honor. An univerfal clamor was raifed throughout
the kingdom ; the court experienced an almoft total
defertion ; and, finding fome of its firmelt friends on
the fide of oppofition [46], was at lalt obliged to yield,
though with reluctance ; and the minifter narrowly
cicaped being involved in the fate of his bill.



LORD CHESTERFIELD . SECT . III. 65
This was the decifive moment in which our earl 1732-

openly declared himfelf againft the miniftry. He ex- *"
preffed, in the ftrongeft terms, his difapprobation of
the fcheme, and his three brothers voted againft it in
the houfe of commons. Unable to ftem the impetu-
ofity of the torrent, Sir Robert gave way to it, *and
by this prudent conducl, at the fame time that he
preferved, or rather increafed, his influence with the
nüing power, he detedted and rendered ineffedtual
the projedts of his enemies. To themfelves alone
their vidtory was fatal ; and the minifter, though in
general not of a vindidtive turn, thought proper, if
not to infpire terror, at leaft to excite a degree of
caution by fome examples of feverity.

The two noblemen who firft experienced the ef-
fedts of his refentment were lord Clinton [47] and
lord Chefterfield. Some regard was paid to the lat¬
ter, at leaft in appearance ; and, to avoid the odium
of difplacing him, endeavours were ufed to induce
him to refign. But his lordfhip's intentions were dif-
ferent ; he would liften to no folicitations, and, with
a view of becoming populär, was determined to fuf-
fer himfelf to be turned out. The excife bill was
given up on the uth of April, and the 13m was
fixed for the earl's removal [48]. That day, as he
came from the houfe of lords with the earl of Scar-
borough, and was going up the great ftairs at St.
James's, he was ftopped by one of the duke of Graf-
ton's fervants, and told, that his grace had been that
morning at his houfe, and wifhed to fee him there,
on bufmefs of importance. The earl's chariot not
being at hand, he was carried home by his friend,
and immediately followed by the duke of Grafton ;
who informed him, that he came by the king's order
to demand the furrender of his white ftaff. His lord-
fhip chearfully complied ; and, without attempting

any
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1732, any apology For his conducl, begged of Iiis grace to
v~~"~) affure his majefty, that he was ready to facrifice every

thing for his fervice, except his honor and conici-
ence. Two days afterwards he wrote to the king,
and expreffed the fame fentiments. This letter cer-
tainly did not leflen the refentment of a monarcb,
who, by his cotemporaries, is allowed to have beert
no diffembler. Lord Chefterfield took the firft op-
portunity of going to court ; but he was fo far frorn
being gracioufly received, that, contrary to his for¬
mer intentions, he never again appeared in the royal
prefence, tili the neceffity of the times occafioned Ms
recall. His place of lord fteward was immediately
after difpofed of in favour of the duke of Devon-
fhire.

The echt, which attended the earl's difmiffion,
was ftill Lncreafed by the manner in which it was an-
nounced to the public. While the minifterial pa-
pers reprefented it in a light unfavourable to his lord-
fhip, the political publication, fo well known under
the name of 7"he Craftftnan, and in which lord Bo-
lingbroke, together with Mr. Pulteney and feveral
other perfons of rank, on the fide of oppofition, were
concerned, fpared no pains to intereft the nation in
his favor. The author, after enumerating his lord-
fliip's fervices and eminent qualifications, concluded
his account in the following words [49]. " The
" world feems greatly aftonifhed at fo unexpefted
" an event ^ and thofe who are moft zealous for the
" prefent royal family, grieve to fee fo able and
" faithful a fervant difmifled in fo critical a conjunc-
" ture." Thefe infiaming expreffions were highly
offenfive to the adminiflration, and were accordingty
feverely criticifed in one of the papers under their
controul [50]. The writer exclaimed againft the
indecency of calling the king to an account for the
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choice of his fervants ; and upbraided the earl, or 1732-
his friends, with ingratkude , after having received *—
fo many marks of royal favor. Some mifbehaviour
or miflake, he faid, might have neceflkated his ma-
jefty to remove one whom he had fo particularly
diftinguifhed; and he even hinted, that the reafons
for this removal might be difclofed, if the authority
of the houfe of lords, and the fear of an aelion for
fcandalum magnatum, did not deter the boldeft man
from fpeaking the truth of a peer, if to Iiis difad-
vantage. Such illiberal infmuations engaged lord
Chefterfield to fend a meifage, in writing, to an
anonymous author, who, in any other refpeft,
would have been unworthy of his notice. He very
nobly and politely fet him at defiance, and gave
him leave, freely to fay what he knew, or what he
pleafed of him [51] . This public call, however,
had no other effeft than to draw, from the author,
an evafive anfwer, for which he was feverely lafhed
in fome of the fubfequent Craftfmen[52].

As lord Chefterfield had not ftood fingle in the of-
fence, neither was he the only objedt of refentment.
The lords Cobham, Stair, and Weftmoreland , who
had declared their fentiments in the fame manner,
came to him immediately after his difmiffion, and
made him the offer to flirrender directly the employ-
ments they held under the crown. This he politely
declined; and advifed them, even for the fake of
the caufe, to put the minifter to the trouble of tak-
ing away their places. They accordingly were foon
after difmiffed; and with the duke of Montrofe, the
earl of Marchmont, and the earl of Burlington, con-
fiderably increafed, in the houfe of lords, the party
of the oppofition.

SECTION
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S E C T I O N IV,

^sMi

In all ftates, where the management of public af-
' fairs, though committed to the care of a few, is fub-

jeft to the controul of the many, differences of
opinion and of party muft neceffarily arife. Where
fenatesand public affemblies cangive or refufetheir
affentto the demands of acourt ; and,what is of more
confequence, where they have the power of with-
holding or difpenfing the wealth of the nation, each
vote acquires a value, and every man rifes in efli-
mation, in proportion to Iiis abilities or credit. The
authority of the minifter depends on the fupsriority
of his talents, or the extent of Iiis influence : and as
it is impoflible he fhould preferve his power at court,
but by his intereft in the money-giving houfe7as lord
Chefterfield fomewhere exprefTes it, he can hardly
maintain his ground, unlefs he find fome method of
attaching to the court the majority of the members./K:;.: . . I

Oppofition, therefore, muft always be a minori-
ty , and, as political queftions feldom ad mit of cer-
tainty , and frequently are of no great importance,
honeft men may divide on either fide, and vote for
or againft the miniftry, with a fincere belief that
they are afting for the good of their country [i].

^
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In general it may bs prefumed, that the perfon at 1732.
•the heim means to fteer right } and that, if he is 1—>
fometimes engaged in a wrong courfe, Ms error
proceeds more frorn neceflity than inclination. His
wifeft fchemes are frequently oppofed ; he frnds
himfelf obliged to accompliih his defigns by indired
means, and, as he ventures on hazardous experi-
ments, thofe who create his perplexities are ever
ready to triumph in his miftakes, and make their
profit of his loffes.

Adminiftration commonly adls under one head ;
oppofition has all the difadvantages of anarchy and
eonfufion. Popularity, or the affe&ation of it, is
the aim of the leaders. Obtained with difficulty,
it is not to be preferved but by unremitted induitry.
All who are led by vanity, intereft, or caprice, to
imagine themfelves of confequence to their country,
inlift under the banners of patriotifm. Their army
is generally compofed of troops, which,with unequal
difcipline and different expeclations, engage on the
fame fide with no other view than that of fharing
the fpoil after viclory, or of fupplanting each other
in the divifion. Each chief is flattered, and no one
harfhly reje£ted . Hence every day produces new
plans, new allotments of ofHce, new expedients to
retain the wavering [2], new attempts to recover
the loft.

Add to all this, that the minifter is mafter of his
ground. Hechufes his opportunities, and, never
unprepared himfelf, has many affiftants at hand to
fupply him with arguments and fa£ts. The oppofer
commonly fees but in part, has often fliort notice,
and can hardly ever divide the bufmefs in a proper
manner among his afTociates. Yet, notwithftanding
the difadvantages arifmg from his fituation, preju-
dices, and refentments, a populär tribune, in a

country

)
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1732. country like this, is a moft ufeful man. Ever on
*"*"■"■"' the watch, he awes minifters into vigilance and cir-

cumfpecYion, and if he does not defend the conftitu-
tion from every wound, he fecures it from fach as
might prove incurable and fatal.

' It is difficult for a writer, engaged in a work like
this, to diveft himfelf entirely of prejudice. Truth
is often infcrntable, and, when difcovered, cannot
always be imparted w'rth fafety. All that can be
expefted is, that he fhould make ufe of the beft ma-
terials he can find [3] ; that he fhould fteer a mid-
dle courfe between the oppofite accounts, and ena-
ble as well as defire his readers to judge for them-
felves,

1733. For iwelve years the minifter had reigned v/ith-
out much oppofition■, but the year of the excife-bill
was the laft of his tranquillity . The oppofition had
gained an advantage , and, from their prefent tri-
umph , were encouraged to attempt frefh attacks.
The officers of the South Sea Company, who, not-
withftanding their delinquency, were fuppofed to be
favored by the minifter, were called upon to pro-
duce their accounts ; which were found both confuf-
ed and defedfive. The difpofal of the förfeited
eftates of the late directors was likewife inquired in¬
to, and the conduct of adminiftration, in refpedl to
this difpofal, was feverely, though unfuccefsfully, ar-
raigned . Great fault was found with the manner
of bringing into parliament the bill for fettling a
portion upon the princefs royal of England , now
engaged to the prince of Orange. In thefe feveral
debates, lord Chefterfield bore a principal part,
and he joined in one of the protefts.

No fooner was his lordfhip freed from the fhackles
of a Court, than he fubmitted to the chains of ma-

trimony-
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trimony. He had, indeed, fallen into fome gallan- 1733.
tries before. From one of his conneclions, during
his embafly in Holland, he had a fon, who foon be-
came the objedt of his fondnefs as well as öf his
eares. But his ferious addrefles had, many yeärs
before, been paid to Melofma de Schulenburg, a
young lady belonging to one of the moft confidera-
ble famiües in Germany [4]. Niece to the dutchefs
of Kendal, fhe had been particularly diftinguilhed
by the late hing, and was created by him, in 1722,
a peerefs of Great Britain, under the titles of coun-
tefsof Walfingham and baronefs of Aldborough.
Her fortune was fuitable to her rank ; and the ami-
ablenefs of her chara&er, the accomplifhments of
her mind, her tafte for the fine arts, and in particu-
lar for mufic, rendered her a fit companion for lord
Chefterfield. By her tendernefs and virtues, Ihe
merited all the returns he could make ; and by her
prudent management , fhe helped to retrieve and
improve his long-negle£led eftate. On changing
her condition, fhe did not leave the dutchefs of
Kendal• and lord Chefterfield, who was their next
neighbour in Grofvenor-fquare, moft conftantly di-
vided his time between his bufinefs in his own
houfe, and his attentions and duties at the other.
Minerva prefided in the firft ; and in the laft,
Apollo with the mufes.

A voluntary exile from the royal prefence, lord
Chefterfield had not negle&ed affiduoufly to pay
his refpefts tö the prince of Wales, and was particu¬
larly well received at his court . His royal highnefs
immediately fent his compliments to the new-mar-
ried pair, and his attendants followed his example.
The prince of Orange likewife, who, towards the
end of the year, came over to England , on account
of his own nuptials, did not negleft the friend to

whom



72

1733-

1734-

MEMOIRS OF

whom he was chiefly beholden for that fortunate
event [5] . He found him in a very different fitua-tion from that in which he could have wifhed to fee
him at court ; but though furrounded with courti-
ers, and expofed to the rifk of exciting difpleafure,he fhewed his affecYion and efteem to the late am-
baffador by every mark of confidence and regard
[6] . A dangerous indifpofition his highnefs was
feized with, retarded, for feveral months, the cele-
bration of the nuptials, which only took place in the
month of March of the next year.

Sir Robert Walpole's antagonifts had flattered
themfelves that the period of his difgrace was now at
hand. They imagined, that the nation was fuffici-
ently inceafed ; and, as the firft parliament under
this reign was within a year of its diflolution, they
refolved to try their intereft by a new populär exer-
tion. It was thought , that the repeal of the fepten-rtial bill would meet with but little refiftance from
the members who wifhed to fecure the favor of
their conftituents at the enfuing elecYion. . In this,
however, the leaders of the oppofition were difap-
pointed . Though feveral of the members who,
eighteen years before, were the promoters of this
bill, now fpoke againft it, they were ftill out-num-
bered. Sir William Stanhope and his brothers were
in the minority.

The oppofition had no better fuccefs in the houfe
of peers, though equally fanguine in its hopes.
Lord Chefterfield took the earlieft opportunity of de-
claring himfelf. He defired, that no words or ex-
preffions, employed in the addrefs of thanks for the
king 's fpeech, fhould afterwards be made ufe of, ei-
ther for or againft any propofition that might be
made, or anv queftion that might arife in the houfe.

The
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The meaning of this declaration was foon evinced 1734-
by the aftive part which he took in the fubfequent l—-y—
debates.

The moft important of thefe was occafioned by
the removal of the duke of Bolton and lord Cobham
from their regiments. Thefe lords were fuppofed
to have been difmifTed, or, as our witty earl exprefT-
ed it, whifpered out of their commiflions, merely
on account of their not complying with the defires
of the minifter. Ä motion was made by the duke
of Marlborough to reftrain this power, which had
conltantly been exercifed by the crown, and feemed
inherent to the .prerogative. The bill which he
propofed was intended to prevent, for the future,
all officers, above the rank of colonels, from being
deprived of their commiflions, otherwife than by
judgment of a court martial, to be held for that
purpofe, or by addrefs of either houfe of parliament.
Of the feveral lords, who fpoke in favor of the bill,
none expreffed himfelf with more warmth than lord
Chefterfield[7] . He was complimented on that
occafion by the duke of Argyle , who, being then
ftilla courtier, oppofed both the bill and the moti¬
on, which immediately followed, for prefenting an
addrefs to Iiis majefty, in order to be informed, by
whofe advice, and for what crimes, the two lords
had been removed [8]. The fate of the bill decid-
ed that of the motion ; both were rejefted , and our
earl joined in the protefts that were drawn up by the
confiderable and refpeclable minority who divided
on this occafion^

Nothing proves more evidently than this tranfac-
tion with what different eyes perfons, equally well-
meaning, may view the fame obje&s. Lord Chef¬
terfield feems to have been as fincere in his appro-
bation of this bill, as his bofom friend, lord Scarbo-

Vol, I. F rough,
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1734- roügh, was in his oppofition to it. And yet, whert
~' "'-J in the laft reign a fimilar bill was drawn up by the

late earl Stanhope, it had been equally approved by
the two friends. The reafons and the occafion that
induced thera to think differently upon the fame
fubjeft , are not known. Perhaps their various fitu-
ation in life may have produced this effedl. Lord
Scarborough, being himfelf an officer,.undoubtedly
had better opportunities of being informed of every
th'mg that had any relation to the good of the fer-
vice ; and he feems to have been really alarmed at
the confequences which the bill, however well cal-
culated to leuen.minifterial infhience,. might have
had in promoting military independency. It was
in that light that he confidered the queftion : fearing,.
however, left it fhould be fufpeclcd, that the defire
of keeping his places, both in the army and at
court, had bialTed his judgment , he previoufly wait-
ed on the king, and having declared his motives,,
with great earneftnefs begged that he might be per-
mitted to refign. His majefty preffed him a confi-
derable time to defift from his refolution, and, find-
ing him- unalterably fixed, at laft told him, " My
" lord, there is an employment you cannot in honor
44 give up, which is your regiment ; for you know,.
*' as well as I, we are upon the eve of a.war." This
argüment prevailed with his lordfhip ; he contented
himfelf with refigning his place of mafter of the
horfe, and,,on coming down from the clofet, order-
ed a chair to be called, and difmilfed the king's equi-
page [9]. Being thus free to declare for the court»
without incurring the fufpicion of being prompted
to it by undue motives, he not only gave his vote
againft the fecond reading of the bill ; but , not-
withftanding the eloquent exertions of his friend,
he made a motion to have it rejected, in order to

prevent
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prevent the like attempts for the future . His rea- 1734-
fons were delivered with great ftrength and pre- 1--v —'
ciiion; but whether they occafioned any alteration
in lord Chefterfield's opinion is lefs certain than that
they produced none in his fentiraents for fo refpec-
tablea friend.

A meflage from the king, for a vote of credit,
having been prefented at the clofe of the feflion,
met in both honfes with a conhderable oppofition.
A war had brokcn out in Europe, and its flames
threatened to fpread over this ifland. Prudence
required that the nation (hould be prepared at all
events: and the minifter would have been cul-
pable, had he neglected the means of putting the
kingdom in a proper ftate of defence. It was parti-
cularly necetfary to guard againft any attempts that
might be made during the time of anarchy and
confufion always attending new eleclions. Ob-
vious as thefe reafons feemed to be, they did not
make an equal impreffion upon all the members.
Lord Chefterfield, who happened to be again in
oppofition to the dukeof Argyle , diftinguifhed
himfelf in his anfwer to his grace. He faid, that
" what was demanded was not in the leaft necef-
" fary for the fupport of the king and the fafety
" of the nation, though it might be necefTary for
" the fupport of minifterial fchemes, and for the
" fupport of minifterial perfonages. Coming at
" the end of the long feflion of a long parliament,
" it appeared to him in the fame light as if an ap-
" plication fhould be made to a man on his death-
" bed, to bequeath all he has in the World to thofe
" who are utter ftrangers to him, nay who have been
" generally reputed his greateft enemies." He
owned, indeed, what was more fully infifted upon
by lord Hardwicke, who made a fhort and nervous

F 2 rep\j
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1734. reply to his lordfhip, that by the conftitution tfie
—»—~* kings always had a fort of di6tatorial power, dur-

ing the intervals of parliament, in cafe of any flui¬
den or imexpedted danger, to provide for the pre--
fervation of the Commonwealth; but he pretended,
that the afking for fuch a power before-hand looked
fufpicious, and, to illuftrate bis meaning, had re-
courfe to this farcaftical comparifon : " No man
" will refufe to let an infant of a good eftate have
" whatever may be neceffary for his fubfiftence.
" For this he has no great occafion for any letter of
" credit from his guardians ; but , if thefe fhould
" be fuch fools, or fuch unfaithful guardians, as to
" givehim an unlimited letter of credit, for borrow-
" ing whatever he himfelf might think necelfary
" for his fubfiftence, it would certainly tend to
" throw him into extravagance, and make hira a
e' prey for ufurers and extortioners."

1735.- It may be prefumed, that the oppofition would
have been lefs ftrenuous, in obftrudting the views
of government , could they have been convinced,
that thefe viev/s were really for the good of the
nation. This ■they pretended to doubt ; and
lord Chefterfield, as well as his friends, went fo
far as to affirm, that the veffel of Great Britain
was fteered by the Hanoverian rudder [10] . The
ground of their apprehenfions will, in fome mea-
fure, appear from the following account of the
ftate of Eürope at that time.

The ftipulations of the laft treaty of Vienna
feemed to imply an Obligation to affift the houfe of
Auftria, whenever its poffeffions, already much
leffened, fhould be further invaded. The Dutch,
fadeed, being more expofed to, and perhaps more

diffideßt
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diffident of, their neighbours, had laid many reftric- 1735.
tions on their acceffion to the treaty . The French, *—v"""
whofe defigns againft their natural and ancient rivals
upon the continent this treaty was intended to check,
foon found an opportunity of putting the real difpo-
fitions of the contracting parties to the teft. On the
death of Auguftus I . king of Poland, his moft chrif-
tian majelty immediately refolved to fecure that
crown to his father-in-law, the unhappy competitor
of the deceafed monarch. The emperor, on his part,
apprehending that, if Staniüaus inould fucceed, he
fliould aiways find a dangerous neighbour in him,
could not confent to his re-ele£tion. The difpute,
as m ufual between crowned heads, ended in an
open rupture. But this war, carried on with unequal
fpirit and forces, was alfo attended with very dif-
ferent fuccefs, Lewis XV. the young monarch
ofa warlike and united nation, was prepared, and
certain, as he was faid to be, of the good wifhes of
Hanover, and of the connivance at leaft of the Bri-
tifhminiftry[11], formed an ofFenfive alliance with
the kings of Sardinia and Spain, in order to attacjc
his enemy in feveral parts at once. The declining
head of the empire, Charles VI. on the contrary,
found, in the unwilling guarantees of his poffeffions,
importunate monitors and irrefolute friends. In vain
did he folicit his natural allies to fupport him in fo
difadvantageous a conteft, and to maintain what
was called the balance of Europe. In vain, to avoid
appearing the aggreflbr, did he abftain from the firft
hoililities, and leave it to Ruflla to oppofe Staniflaus,
and to fettle the eleftor of Saxony upon the Polifh
throne: thefe precautions did not difarm his ene-
mies, nor procure him the affiftance of his friends.
The Dutch, under perpetual apprelienfions for their
barrier, which the imperial court could not, and the
Britifh miniftry would not, provide with fufficient

troop;
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troops [12], willingly embraced a neutrality ; a ftate
which is always preferred by that wife republic, and
was particularly their choice at that time, from the
fear of being obliged to create a new ftadtholder.
This neutrality was either the caufe or the pretence
why the Britifh miniftry only interfered by vague
propofals and offers of mediation, which were
ilighted [13]. The minifter, in the mean whije,
did not negletV. to provide for the fecurity of the
kingdom . Every year he applied for frefh parlia-
mentary fupplies •, he fitted out fquadrons ; and
took fix thoufand Danes into Britifh pay, for the
fame ufeful purpofes, which, fome years before, had
occafioned the hiring of twelve thoufand Heilians.
He carried this precaution ftill further, and, to pre-
vent an inv&fion from powers whofe intereft it was
by no means to attempt one, he every year increafed
the number of national troops.

Such exertions of ftrength, equally vain and
wafteful, were not affented to without great oppofi-
tion in both houfes. Lord Chefterneld, convinced
that thefe facceiTive augrnentations could have but
one ufe, attacked them, not only with the power of
eloquence, but with the fhafts of ridicule. With a
iatyrical vein of pleafantry, almoft peculiar to him-
felf, he expofed in a periodical paper [14] the harm-
lefs difpofition both of the minifters and the troops.
The fcheme of a wax army, moving by clock-work,
and anfwering all the ufes of a real one, was worthy
of Swift's pen ; and, if I am not mifmformed, the
dean faw, approved, and wilhed to have been the
v/riter of it.

Düring the courfe of this political ftruggle, lord
Chefterfield had the misfortune of lofmg his brother
Charles Stanhope. Though the youngeft, he was
not the leaft beloved ; and, indeed, by the accounts
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I received from the countefs of Chefterfield, his cha- 1736
rafter muft have b.een moftamiable . By his death a —v~
confiderable eftate devolved to Mr. John Stanhope,
whofe fole dependence hitherto had been upon the
earL

After a long negociation, a treaty was at length
concluded between the contending powers. The
houfe of Bourbon was a great gainer by the war ;
and that of Auftria an equal lofer by the peace.
Lorram, a confiderable province, capable of main-
taining an army of thirty thoufand men, hitherto
governed by its own fovereigns, though, from its
vicinity, moft commonly under the influence or in
the power of France , was now, for ever, annexed
to that crown. King Staniflaus obtained the enjoy-
ment of it, during his life, as an equivalent for Po,
Jand; and the former duke of Lorrain, in virtue of
this ceffion, procured the reverfion of Tufcany af-
ter the death of the old duke, the laft of the Medicis
family, together with the hand of the eldeft arch-
dutchefs. The king of Spain's eldeft fon made a
moft advantageous exchange of two dutchies for
two kingdoms, Parma and Placentia for Naples and
Sicily; the king of Sardinia fomewhat extended his
territories; and, as a compenfation for fo many fa-
crifices, the emperor obtained from his rivals the
long-wifhed-for guarantee of the pragmatic fandion.

It would take much time, and afFord little enter-
tainment, to fpecify and explain the feveral fubjeds
of debate between the minifters and their antago-
nifts in the courfe of this and the preceding year.
fome v/ere temporary or local ; others, the refult of
former, or the foundation of future, deliberations;
and all, though at the time magnified by party , arg
now become too inconfiderable to be mentioned any
where but in general hillory, where the foibles and

incon-



8o MEMOIRSOF

1736. inconfiftencies of mankind are faithfully and mi-
—v— ' nutely recorded. Strong things were, as ufual, faid

by the minority [15] ; and, as ufual, the majority
endeavoured to affift the defigns of the minifter.

*737- Very dififerent fentiments were entertained by the
heads of the oppofition. As their object was to
embarrafs the miniftry, and to inflarae the people,
the queftions which were ftarted were fuch as, if
decided to their wifh, muit lelfen the influence of the
court, and, if rejefted, muft increafe the populär
clamor. This was plainly the cafe in the proceed-
ings occafioned by a tumult that was excited about
this time in Edinburgh . Mr. Porteus, a captain
of the city-guard, had been tried and condemned to
death, for having too haftily ordered his men to fire,
and having fired himfelf, upon a mob that attempted
to refcue a fmuggler from the gallows. As there
appeared, on the captain's trial, feveral circum-
ftances in his favor, a reprieve was obtained for
him upon the reprefentation of the judges . But the
people were not fatisfied; and, at the inftigation, or
at leaft with the connivance of fome defigning men,
they aflembled in a feditious manner . They forced
the gates of the jail , dragged out the unforüi-
nate prifoner, and hanged him in the fame place
where the fmuggler had fuffered. This was not a
mere riot ; it bore the marks of defign and delibe-
ration ; and, though fome of the fadls might have
been exaggerated, a mutinous difpofition could not
be difowned. The fame fpirit had of late fnewn
itfelf in feveral parts of the kingdom ; and a daring,
though puerile, infult upon government had been
committed in Weftminfter-hall [16]. It became,
therefore, necefTary to punifli as well as to check
thefe violent attempts againft the peace of fociety.
The cate of the Edinburgh riot was brought into

parlia-
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parliament; the debates lafted five months, and 1737-
lord Chefterfield was concerned in fome of them.
By one of the parties, this ac~t of violence was re-
prefented as the natural confequence of national dif-
content; by the other, as the efFecT: of wicked com-
binations. Thefe afcribed the caufe to the meafures
of government ; thofe to the incendiary writings of
a difappointed faction. Defpotifm on one fide, and
jacobitifm on the other, were introduced in this dis¬
pute, with as much reafon as they are in every
other political controverfy. The miniftry were
driventothe difagreeable alternative,either of giving
up the afliftance of military force, which fedition
made more and more neceifary, or of difobliging a
part of the nation, already too much fufpefted of
difaffecYion. Some of the Scotch members, hitherto
the bell: friends to the reigning powers, exprefled
their indignation on feeing the judges compelled to
appear at the bar of the houfe of lords, the magi-
ftrates of their capital ftigmatized, and the city de-
prived of fome of its privileges. The manly fenfe
and humane difpofition of lord Hardwicke pre-
vented a too violent ftretch of power. That
great magiftrate, (who, though conftantly attached
to the court, and moft commonly engaged in par-
liamentary altercations with lord Chelterfield, was
according to his lordfhip's judgment , not only an
agreeable and eloquent fpeaker, but a moft clear
and inftructive reafoner) maintained on this occa-
fion, as well as on many others, the juft prerogative
of the crown, without extending it to the oppreffion
of the people. A due regard was paid to the arti-
cles of the Union , and the heavieft parts of the fen-
tence were mitigated in the houfe of commons. But
yet this unfortunate afFair is thought to have left or
increafed, among feveral of the inhabitants, a fpirit
of difaffeftion, which broke out, a few years after,
st the time of the rebellion.

Thus
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1737. Thus did the perfons who governed grow weaker

'- «- ' even from their yiclories, and, while all-powerful at
court and in parliament, find themfelves every
where elfe diftreffed and literally out-witted. The
times were no more, when a Dryden or a Swift, in
fupport of minifters and courts, alone faced legions,
and fought them with advantage . The fuperiority
of writing, as well as of fpeaking, was univerfally
judged to be on the fide of the oppofition. Proraifes
and rewards, it was faid, might procure votes, but
could neither create or purchafe eloquence and ge-
nius [i7 ] . From the epic poem [18] to the ballad
[19], and from the elaborate diflertation [20] tothe
periodical fheet [21], every engine of argument or
wit was levelled againft the prefent adminiftration.
This had, and always will have, its effedt ; a few
inftances of feverity againft fome of the moft un-
guarded offenders [22], eould not reftrain the
greater number ; and the populär writers in generai
fucceeded in raifmg the indignation of the people,
and even their laughter, which was ftill of more
confequence.

The ftage itfelf began to be made ufe of, as it
was in the time of the Athenian Commonwealth, to
ferve the purpofes of faclion, and fpread perfonal fa-
tyre ; and, as one abufe generally paves the way
for another, virtiie and decency were no more re-
fpecled than government . To check this growing
evil, and put a ftop to the impiety and licentiouf-
nefs which fome of the dramatic writers had been

. guilty of, a bill was brought in, and with great ex-
pedition paifed, towards the end of the feffion, in
both houfes. By this bill, the new pieces were fub-mitted to the examination of the lord chamberlain
for the time being, and could not be exhibited
upon the ftage without his licence. Though this adt,

which
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which certainly was no Innovation, might be a proper 1737•
one, yet it feemed ill-timed, precipitate, and liable ■»-
to many inconveniencies. The perfons in oppofition
did not fail to reprefent it as an incroachment upon
the natural rights of a free people, and a ftep to-
wards attacking the liberty of the prefs. They ex-
claimed, that honeft minifters had nothing to fear
from the ftrokes of fatyre ; that bad ones ought not
to be fcreened from the only punifhment that could
reach them ; and that the laws of the country were
fufficient to guard againft exceifes [23], Lord Chef-
terfield took up the caufe of liberty with his ufual
vivacity, and, without preparation, fupport, or con-
tradiftion, he ftood forth as the advocate of letters
and of wit. His fpeech was received with univerfal
applaufe; and, though printed incorredtly, and
without the afliftance of his own finifhing hand, it
has ftood the teil of time, and will, probably , be
handed down to pofterity, as one of the fineft fpe-
cimensof Britifh eloquence [24] . Though this fpeech
did not hinder the bill from paffing into a law, it
has contributed to prevent the abufe that might
have been made of it, in reftraining the powers of
genius, and ferving the purpofes of minifterial pique
or perfonal diflike.

The miniftry were now furrounded with enemies,
not only without, but even within the palace. The
principal of thefe was the heir to the crown. Long
difpleafed with his father's counfellors, and diffatif-
fied on account of the little fhare he was allowed to
have in thevconduct and even knowledge of public
affairs, the prince of Wales took no pains to conceal
his difguft. He might, perhaps, have ftifled his re-
fentment, had not the perfon who prefided at the
heim forced him to become his dependent or his

enemy,
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1737. enemy . His connections were reprefented as in-
■"- v ""̂ confiftent with his duty to the king ; his favorites

were ill-treated, and he was defired not to fee thofe
who had made themfelves obnoxious to the court.
Self-intereft concurred with ambition to widen the
breach. Generofity, in fettling the prince's income,
might have brought on an accommodation ; parfi-
mony precluded every hope of this kind. The king
would not allow his fon, who was now married, and
might expecl a family, the fame revenue he him-
felf had enjoyed in a fimilar fituation; and the offer
of one-half, or fifty thoufand pounds, was rejefted
with fpirit bythe prince, who had recourfe to a
dangerous, and by the event, an ineffe&ual expe-dient.

He applied to the heads of the oppofition, and a
motion was made by them in both houfes, that his
majefty might be defired to fettle on his fon annu-
ally the fum of one hundred thoufand pounds out
of the civil lift. They were foiled in the attempt,
and, indeed, could not expedt to fucceed. But
their chief defign was anfwered ; an open rupture
was now deelared between the prime minifter and
the prince. The former could not but feel the in-
fiuence of fo powerful an enemy ; and the oppofi¬
tion fecured to themfelves, together with the patro-
nage of the immediate fuccelfor, an increafing in-
tereft with the people. The ftrong proteft, which
was entered in the houfe of lords on this occafion,
was figned, if not penned, by lord Chefterfield.

It might have been prudent in the miniftry to
have been contented with •this temporary fuccefs.
The prince's refentment was fufficiently raifed ; but
the exertion of it was, for the prefent, rendered
difficuft and precarious. A court, deprived of the
means of rewarding its attendants , can attach only

thofe
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thofe who are in expeclation of a change, and futu- 1737-
rity feldom makes confiderable irnprefhons upon r_v""~
courtiers. Great reftraints were laid upon the prince
in his father's palace, and he could not avoid being
watched or even thwarted in his adtions. But this
was not thought fufiicient. Fear, or the fpirit of
revenge, induced the minifter to carry his point Hill
further, He imagined that, by greater feverity, he
Ihould either force his royal antagonift to fubmifllon,
or render him inconfiderable in the eyes of his at-
tendants. The king was made to refent a trifling
neglect of his fon ; no regard was fhewn to his ex-
cufes and intreaties ; peremptory orders were fent
him to part with all his friends, or quit his father's
houfe; and he was even refufed the fatisfaction of
feeing his mother on her death-bed,

Queen Caroline died at the end of this year, of a
cruel diforder, which, being too long concealed,
terminated in a painful and fatal Operation. She
bore the one and the other with fortitude and re-
fignation, and was fmcerely regretted by the king.
As our earl had, for many years, been no greater
favorite with her than his patron lord Townfhend,
he cannot be expedited to have been much affected
by her lofs, or partial to her memory. Notwith-
ftanding this, he allowed her perfonal graces, ac-
complifhments of the mind, addrefs, refolution, and
perfeverance. She poffefTed more learning than
commonly falls to the fhare of her fex, and was
every day endeavouring to increafe it. Men of
fcience were encouraged by her [25] ; fhe enjoyed
their converfation, and wifhed to have a place
among them. Philofophy and politics were her con-
ttant ftudy, and fhe took a pride in fhewing her
uiperiority in both. Her fway over the king was
founded on the opinion he had of her merit, and

Oie
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1737. fhe improved her power by her compliance with his
'— *< ' wifhes. The art by which fhe governed was known

to every body but himfelf. Upon the whole, flie
had more admirers than friends, and exchanged the
charadter of an amiable queen for that of a great one.

The oppofition had now acquired, what they
wanted before, a head equally able and Willing to
give them weight and fupport . They furnifhed him
with the means, and he loft no opportunities of im-
proving his talents and increafing his popularity.
Lefs partial to his native foil than his father and
grandfather had been, he profeffed a generous love
for liberty [26], and a juft reverence for the Britifh
conftitution. His heart was as open to the fentiments
of benevolence, as his mind to the impreffions of
truth . Thofe, who appeared animated with the fame
fentiments, merited his approbation, and fnared his
favor. He particularly declared himfelf the patron of
men of genius and of wit. Letters and arts, ba-
nifhed from court, found a refuge under his roof;
and poets, thus encouraged, proclaimed a new Au-
guftus. Lyttelton was his philofopher and friend
[27], Glover became his Virgil, and Pope would
have been his Horace. Thomfon and Mallet ex-
prefTed the hopes of the nation, and their own, in
the mafque of Alfred, compofed by his order, and
afted in his houfe. The tragedy of Muftapha, and
that of Guftavus Vafa, were intended to intereft the
people in his favor ; but were both prohibited by
the licenfer, under the fanftion of the laft act of
parliament.

As none of the enemies of the miniftry had con-
tributed more than lord Bolingbroke to deftroy their
popularity , the prince of Wales became defirous of
a more particular conne£tion with him. He pro¬
feffed the greateft regard for his lordfhip, and gave

him
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him room to hope, thät he would one day fulfil his 1737-
grandfather's intentions towards him [28]. In re- 1— *—
turn for thefe exprefiions of confidence and friend-
(hip, his lordfhip wrote, for the ufe of the prefump-
tive heir to the crown, his Idea of a Patriot King,
an idea which a fucceeding reign was happily re-
ferved to realize.

■ Lord Chefterfield had long before enjoyed a con-.
fiderable fhare in the prince's efteem and favor ;
and it is probable, that he was one of the perfons
whom his royal highnefs had been defired to give
up. If I am not mifinformed, the earl's principal
view in this connection was to promote his favorite
fcheme< thoügh it might not, in every refpeft,
have been equally well received, nor indeed equally
advifeable and convenient. He wilhed to fee the
eleftorate and the kingdom feparated frorn each
other, and allotted to different branches of the royal
family; and endeavoured to convince the fucceffor
of the incompaübility of the twotitles . Experience
induced him to believe, that the prejudices of youth
in favor of the native foil were unconquerable ; and
he conceived, that, whenever a war broke out, Ha¬
nover would be attacked, and Great Britain become
the(vachea lait) , milch cow, or money-giving pro-
vince. He confidered the want of a provifion to
obviate this inconvenience as a defeft in the act of
fcttlement; and declared, that fuch a fcheme would
not only tend to the prefervation and advantage of
both countries, but would confirm and fecure the
royal family upon this throne, by the gratitude and
affeftion of their people. He humoronfly added,
that by that feparation the maxim divide et impera
would be literally accomplilhed [29]. Could it
efcape his lordlhip's piercing eye, that time alone
might poffibly erTecl a change, and naturally turn
the fcale on the other fide ?

As
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As the next parliamentary campaign was likely
to be an adtive one, a place of meeting was ap-
pointed by the anti-minifterial party, for muftering
their forces, and fettling their plan of Operations.

Bath was the fpot fixed upon for that pürpofe;
and a more convenient one could not have been
chofen. This elegant town much refemblcs the
Bajae of the luxurious Romans . Like that, it is.dif-
tinguifhed by its waters, its magnificence, and its
pleafures. It is there that, twice a year, health, di-
verfions, politics, and play, attradt what is called
the beft Company. To this place the prince carried
bis princefs, foon after the birth of her firft child.
An event fo interefting to the nation afforded a fa-
vorable opportunity of affembling Iiis friends, and
concealing bufmefs under the appearances of feiti-
vity and joy . The royal and much-beloved pair
received the homage of the numerous concourfe of
people of every rank, who flocked thither to make
ufe of a liberty they were reftrained from in the ca-
pital [30]. Sumptuous entertainments were given
by the Corporation, under the direcYion of the fa-
mous Nafh. Lord Chefterfield did the honors of
the place, and his fervants were employed to at-
tend.

Having had occafion to mention the name of Nafh,
a circumftance occurs to me, which, I hope, I may
be allowed to infert here, as it furnifhes a frefh in-
ftance of lord Chefterfield's judgment , and of the
keennefs of his wit. It is well known, that this vain,
though ufeful, fuperintendent of public pleafures
firft introduced order and elegance in places of en-
tertainment ; and, on account of the authority he
was indulged to affume, was ftiled the king of Bath.
In confideration of his fervices, the corporation re-
folved to give him a public and durable mark of
their gratitude and regard . A fulUength pi&ure of
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the mock monarch was made at their expence, and 1737-
placed in the pump-room, between the bufts of v̂ y^ B»
Newton and Pope. The want of judgment that
direded, and the vanity that accepted füch a monu-
ment, were feverely lafhed in the following lines,
written by the earl.

Immortal Newton never fpoke
More truth than here you'll find ;

Nor Pope himfelf e'er penn'd a joke
Severer on mankind.

This picture, plac'd the bufts between,
Gives fatyre all its ftrength ;

Wifdom and wit are little feen,
While folly glares at length,

Mofe important fubjefts had for fome time en- t *,g
gaged the attention of the public. The nation had
enjoyed peace about five and twenty years ; for it
can fcarce be faid, that peace was interrupted by
the half wars of 1718 and 1727. A ftate of tran-
quillity fo defireable, efpecially for a commercial
people, had been the conftant objedt of Walpole 's
adminiftration. The improvement of manufaclures,
as well as the increafe of trade and wealth, which
mark this period, will incline pofterity to be more
equitable than their predeceflors, in judging of a
man, whofe moft unpardonable fault was to have
kept bis rivals out of his place fo long. They im-
puted to pufillanimity and lelfifhnefs his pacific dif-
pofitions; they expofed the partial and contradled
views with which the negociations abroad had been
condufted ; and they exclaimed, that the large
fums raifed for the fake of preventive and defen-
five meafures were not applied to the bell ufes, the;

Vol . I. G difeharga
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1738. difcharge of the national debts, and the prefervati-

on of the national rights.
The catholic hing, or rather his queen, had, for

a long time, fhewed a dhregard for the natioit
which, of all others, it is the chief intereft, and
in general the inclination, of the Spaniards to
keep well with [31]. It cartnot be denied, but
that fome provocations had been given by Eng-
lifh traders as well as by thofe of other nations.
But the means employed by the Spanifh miniftry
to procure redrefs were not fuch as juftice could
authorize, or Eritifh honor overlook. Jealoufy,.
refentment , and, perhaps, bigotry , feem to have
had a great fhare in feveral inftances of violence
and animofity which were then exercifed. For
above twenty years, the Spanifh gnarda coflasin
America had been impowered to ftop the Englifh
traders in the open feas, or at leaft within ftght
of their coafts, to fearch and feize both cargoes
and fhips ; to imprifon the crews, and often totreat them in a barbarous manner . Vain and in-
efFeclual had been the reprefentations of our court,
ahd fuch will reprefentations ever be, whenun-
fupported by thofe means which a great maritime
power can never want to defend its rights. The
Spaniards, unreftrained in their hoftile proceed-
ings, had, on many occafions, added contumely
to ofFence. Their depredations were become ex-
ceflive, and their captures were valued at half a
million. Encouraged by the fupinenefs of the
Eritifh miniftry, and inftigated by the aftive in-
duftry of the French, they publicly laid claim to
Georgia and part of Carolina, and interrupted
not only the general commerce, but alfo that
particular branch ffipulated by the treaty of

Utrecht.
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Utretcht, and known by the name of the Afflmto 1738.
contraä[32]. v—v *̂

At laft, the nation was roufed by thefe repeated
infults. The ciamors of the merchants were heard
throughout the kingdom . The voice of humanity,
in favor of the failors, was too loud to be ftifled.
Applications to parüament were made from the
metropolis and other trading cities ; and neither
peers nor commons could any longer refufe tlieir
interpofition. In confequence, the two houfes pre-
fented addreffes to the king, expreffing the wifhes
of the nation, and their own fenfe of the juftice of
the complaint . The anfwer was favorable. His
majefty was pleafed to promife, that, either by ne-
gociation or by arms, an adequate fatisfaction
fhould be procured for the damages fuftained, and
a fecurity obtained for the freedom of navigation.

And yet the minifter, unable to refolve for war, 1739.
hoped to prevent a rupture between the two crowns,
by the parade of his armaments, and the addrefs of
his negociators. , He did not wifti to meet parüa¬
ment, without having an honorable accommodati-
on to produce, and found it the more difficult to
bring the Spaniards to reafonable terms, as they
were apprized of the neceffity he was under to ac-
cept of any [33] . At laft, after many procraftina-
tions, which obliged the minifter to prorogue and
delay the meeting of parliament , he procured in
the beginning of 1739, a temporary .treaty under
the title of Convention. The pompous manner in
which this Convention was announced , was rather a
difadvantage to it ; for, upon examining the arti-
des, they were found by no means anfwerable tp
the expectations of the people and the promifes of
the court. This was proved by the populär lords ;

G 2 and,
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1739- and, in particular, by the earl of Chefterfield, who
-v —' fpoke againft this warlike peace, as he called it,.

with great force of argument, as well as eloquence
and wit [34] . He probably was animated by the
prefence of the prince of Wales, who affifted at the
debate, and thought proper, in an affair which fö
nearly affected the glory of the nation, to vote, for
the Arft time, and to divide with the oppofition. The
arguments made ufe of on their fides were fo forci-
ble, as to perfuade feveral of the peers, attached to
the court, to diffent from it on this occafion. Lord
Scarborough, who never refifted conviftion, on
whatever fide he found it, thought himfelf obliged
to join the oppofers, and the miniftry carried their
point in favor of the Convention by a.much fmaller
majority than they had procured on any other quef-
tion [35]. A proteft couched in very ftrong terms,
and bearing the ftamp of lord Chefterfield's manner
of writing, was entered and figned by about forty
peers.

The ferment occafioned by the ill-fuccefs of the
preceding debate rendered the minority ftill more
inclined to fhew their difapprobation of the court
meafures. It was on that account particularly, that
the very moderate fettlement of thirty-nine thoufand
pounds per annum, for the king's younger children,
propofed to be charged upon the hereditary revenues
of the crown, met with any oppofition. Our earl,
who made a fhort, though fevere, fpeech on this oc¬
cafion, did not fcruple to hint, that while certain
branches of the royal family were provided for, af
a time when the utmoft oeconomy was fo necelfary,
other branches ftill nearer the throne (viz. the ©ff-
fpring of the fuccefTor) remained not only unprovid-
ed but even ftill unprayed for.

A fubfequertt.
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A fubfequent debate on a vote of credit to be

granted to the king, gave our earl a frefh opportu-
nity of difplaying his wit at the expence of the mi-
nifters. " They feemed," he faid, " to have beert
" playing for almoft thefe twenty years, at a fort
" of game of hazard for peace or war ; and at laft,
" by a lucky nick, out ftarted a thing they call a
" Convention, which is neither the one nor the other \
" but is to be made either the one or the other, they
" cannot yet teil which, if we will but grant thern
" fome extraordinaty and unufual powers, for.en-
" abling them to continue their game. V/hat their
" future fuccefs may be, I fhall not pretend to di-
" vine: but I am fure, I fhall never be for givlnar* ' O Ö
" unlimited credit to fuchawkward gamefters."

Such as it was, however, it foon appeared, that this
Convention was not thought Dinding by the court of
Madrid. They failed in the payment of the fum,
which had been accepted by way of indemnificati-
on, and the meetings of the plenipotentiaries ap-
pointed to fettle the articlesin difpute were ineffec-
tual. From an error, which too often has prevailed
upon the continent, it was imagined, that the reluc-
tance which the minifter had fhewn to purfue vigo-
rous meafures, proceeded from his diffidence of be-
iag fupported by the nation ; and it was alfo ima¬
gined, that his enemies would continue to obftruct.
his Operations; and that the fame irrefölution, which
had too long difgraced the Britifh cabinet, would
equally take place at fea or in the field. War was
at length proclaimed on the 2^d of Oftober , with
univerfal applaufe, and the nation rejoiced in an op-
portunity of undeceiving their enemies, and of re-
calling the glorious days of Elizabeth and Cromwell.

Thefe expeftations feemed for a time to have re-
conciled the oppofite parties ; and if their former
contentions had not been alhided to, in theking 's

fpeech,
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1740. ipeech, at the opening of the next feffion, and im the
l̂ v~° addreifes of the two houfes, it is not improbable, but

that the minifter, by complying, though late, with
the wilhes of the nation, might have recovered in a
confiderable degred their confidence and approbati-
on. This the earl of Chefterfield openly avowed.
He faid that his majefty's declaration of war had ef-
fectually healed jap all the former divifions, that he
not only approved of the war, but of the deelaration
itfelf, as being expreffed in the molt proper, the moft
j.uft, and the ftrongeft terms, that could be devifed,
and that if the meafures now at laft entered lipon
were purfued with equal vigor, an end, he hoped, a
final end would be put to all heats and animofrties.
He therefore wifhed that all mention were dropped
of paft jealoufies, fince it now appeared that the di-
vifion had been not between one party and another,
but between the whole nation and the miniftry. But,
though he was fupported in thefe fentiments by the
earl of Scarborcugh, as well asby the dukes of Ar-
gyle arid Bedford, he could not fucceed in his en-
deavours, and this difappointment proved a fatal
omen of what was to häppen during the remainder
of the feffion.

Lord Searborough's eonducl, in this as well as in
all other debates, cannot but infpire us with the moft
exalted ideas of his candor, delicacy, and moderation.
Strongly ättached by principle to government r and
by inclination to the king, he fupported the miniftry
a long time againtt the efforts of thofe he was molt
intimately connecled with, a-nd lived for manyyears
upon,the beft terms both with Sir Robert Walpole
and with lord Chefterfield [36]. Foreed at laft by
convi-ftion to deviate from his former eourfe, and to
expreß his difapprobation of the late public mea-
ftrtt£, he did it with a becoming franknefs and ge-

nerofity.
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nerofity, wifhing eafneftly to reconcile both parties 1740.
at this interefting period, and to unite them againft (— —•
the common enemies of their coüntry . This at-
tempt, however, was ill received l heads of parties
feldom allow a latitude of thinking, and in afifairs of
ftate, ftill more than in matters of religion, intole-
rance is by every fide difavowed, but too conftantly
pradtifed by alL

Unfortnnately a nobleman equaliy beloved by the
nation and by his friends could not long refift the
ftruggle between his förmer engagements and his
prefent feelings. A turn to meiancholy, whieh
fhewed itfelf in his Gountenance, joined to an iil
ftate of health [37}, hurried him to an a£t of violence
upon himfelf. The morning of the day ön which
he accomplifhed this refolution, he paid a long vifit
to loid Chefterfield, and opened himfelf to him
with great earneftnefs on many fubjecrs. As he
appeared fomewhat difcompofed, his friend prefled
him in vain to ftay and dine with him ; which he
refufed, but moft tenderly embraced him at part-
ing. It happened in the courfe of the converfation
that fomething was fpoken of which related to Sir
William Temple 's negociations, when the two
friends not agreeing about the circnmftances, lord
Chefterfield, whofe memory was at all times re-
markably good, referred lord Scarborough to the
page of Sir William's memoirs where the matter was
mentioned. After his lordOhip's deäth |j8 ], the
book was found open at that very page . Thus he
fcems, in his laft moments, to have been ftill atten-
tive to his friend, and defirous that he fhould know
he was fo. This fatal cataftrophe was univerfally la~
mented, tenderly cenfured, and entirely excufed
by thofe who confidered the unaccountable erTedls
of natural evils upon the human mind . But what
muft lord Chgfterfield's fituation have bcen upon his

being
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being informed of this unfortunate event ? His ex-
cellent lady does not even now without the greateft
emotion fpeak of the manner in which his lordfhip,
on her return home at night, acquainted her with
his lofs of that amiable nobleman ; and he ever after
lamented that he did not detain him at his houfe,fay-
ing he might perhaps have been faved, if he had not
been left to himfelf that day [39].

His grief, however, did not prevent him from
continuing with the fame affiduity and vigor, to
fupport the meafures of oppofition. It appears ra¬
ther that his zeal, no longer tempered by the fteady
example and mild influence of his friend, but onthe
contrary inflamed by his untimely end, exerted
itfelf with greater energy on every occafion.
This appeared in the debates conceming a meffage
for an extraordinary fupply, fent to the houfe of
commons in preference to that of the peers. The
quellion does not feem to have been of fufficient im-
portance to have excited his lordlhip's warmth
againft the author of this meflfage. But nothing
from the minifter could n°w pleafe him, and he
feemed to have adopted, in regard to Sir Robert,
the fentiment expreffed in the following lines of an
ancient poet, of which he fent a commept in one of
his letters to his fon;

Non amo te, Sabidi, nec poflum dicere quare;
Hoc tantum polTum dicere, non amo te [40].

Vet, notwithftanding the drynefs of the mbjec~t, our
earl enlivened it with feveralftrokes of pleafantry and
humour [4i ], and the compliment he paid to the
young earl of Halifax, who made the motion, was
equally juft and delicate.

He had a much fairer opportunity of difplaying his
eioquence and refentment, when a bill againft pen-
jioners, which had paüed in the houfe of commons,

was
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was brought before the lords, who, as it was ex- 174Q-
pefted even by the oppofite party [42], rejefted it. *-*v^ *
In expreffing his deteftation of corruption, he call
feveral farcaiiical refleftions againft the man whom
at all times he confidered as the grand promoter of
it. He invariably reprefented him on that account as
ftill more dangerous to the morals than the liberties
of his country.

Had the earl been capable of liftening to minitte-
rial whifpers, it was often in his power, particularly
at this time, to have made whatever terms he pleafed.
I am well informed that the poft of lord lieutenantof
Ireland was from his early life the objecl: of his ara-
bition; and that he might have been appointed to it
during the prefent adminiftration will appear from
the anecdoteI mall here refer to [43].

National concerns did not however fo entirely en-
grofs his thoughts, but he found leifure for other pur-
fuits. Paternal folicitude warmed his heart as much
as patriotic zeal. Having laid down to himfelf the
plan of a rational education, he followed it through
all its branches, and did not fhew his talents in a
more confpicuous light,when he fupported the rights
ofa kingdom, than when he condefcended to be the
mftru&or of a child. Chefterfield writing by choice
exercifes for the ufe of his fon, infinitely furpaffes
Dionyfms driven by neceflity to teach grammar at
Corinth.

The brilliancy of his talents was equally evident
in the facility and variety of his compofitions. From
the moft intricate political refearches, he could in an
inflant relax to the tone of poltte converfation ; and
I have been tojd, that oftentimes in a mixt Com¬
pany, after having diftinguifhed himfelf by fuperior
wit and pleafantry, he has taken up the pen and fet

down
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1740. down the heads of a new fpeech. Several of his
«—v-o pieces of poetry would have done honor to thofe

difiinguifhed writers he was fo familiär with, though
they were compofed, as well as many of his moral
and political efiays, during the period of the oppoii-'tion.

This wonderful eafe and extent of genius was
juftly extolled by his cotemporaries. It was parti-
eularly fo in an ode infcribed to his lordfhip, which
will be feen in the note [44] .

Äs the war the nation was now engaged in had
been forefeen for a long timey it was univerfally
hoped that it would be carried on with fuch vigoras
to put a fpeedy period to it. But either from an im-
perfedtion in the plans, or from error in the execu-
tion, the event by no means anfwered the expedfa-
tions, or at leaft the wifhes of the public. Powerful
fleets were fitted out, feveral millfons fpent, and
föme damage done to the enemy ; but engagements
with their armadas were avoided, their flotas re-
mained unmoletted, their poffeffions were refpefted,
and the loffes of trade were very nearly equal on
both fides. It feemed, as lord Chefterfield expreffed
it, that ferne malign planet hung over Britifh coun-
fels, and retarded or difappointed every vigorous re-
folution. The fuccefs and mifcarriage of Vernon
were equal proofs of the temerity and deficiency of
our proje&s ; and Haddock 's unaccountable inaftion
induced the witty earl to fay that the wordsflagrante
helloought tö be changed into langutnte hello.

The fudden death of the head of the empire to-
wards the end of this year, greatly changed the ftate
of affairs in Europe and the fyftem of the court of
London. It would be difficult to give a clearer ac-
count of the immediate confequences of this unfor-
:unate event, of the efforts that might and ought to

have
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have been exerted on this occafion, and of the mif-
takes and weak attempts of the adrniniftration, than
the following words prefent to us [45]. " The em-
" peror left nothing trat the pragmatic fancYion fox
" the fecurity of hts heirs, which proved of fo fittfe
" fignification notwithftanding the great names with
" whieh it was mied, that almoft every one of the
" electors, like moft other electors, thought it a pro-
" per opportunity of making the moft of his vote,
" and all at the expence of the helplefs and aban-
" doned houfe of Auftria.— But in the midft of
" thefe royal dreams of dominion, havock, ipoil,
" and plunder, the king of Pruffia ftarts firft into
" aftion, pleads a right, but takes polfeffion by
" force, and avows a refolution to hold it by the
" fame means.— The deplorable fituation of the
" emperor's family affeeted every Englifh heart.—
" The pretenfions of thePruffian monarch were limit-
" ed to certain dutchies and lordmips in Silefia; and
" asthe event proved that he wouldhavebeen fatisfied
" with mucli lefs than he claimed, it cannotbe enough
" wondered at, that ways and means had not been
" ufedto bring himto terms by treaty and negocia-
" tion.— But inftead of experiments to foften him,
" which might gain fo potent an ally to affift in the
" prefervation of the houfe of Auftria, and obtain an
" increafe of power to the proteftant intereft, the
" fpirit of war alone prevailed ägainft him. So littie
" was any thought or defire entertained of gaining
" him in a friendly manner, and fo littie was appre-
" hended from France at that time, that certain per-
" fons, for a while, enjoyed a fcheme for the par-
" tition of his dominions, and a Convention was ac-
•'' tually formed for that purpofe."

in
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In this fituation were public affairs, when a motion

was made in both houfes for addrefling the lang to
remove from his Councils the minifter to whom
the national diftreffes and difficulties were imputed.
Lord Chefterfield was not one of the fpeakers in the
debate which arofe on this violent motion ; but he
divided with the fifty-eight peers who were the mi-
nority, and joined with the thirty protefters.

His health of late had been greatly impaired, and
in order to retrieve it, he was advifed to leave his
native country for a time, and to feek in fome
foreign land a feafonable relief. He accordingly
crofied the fea foon after the diffolution of parlia-
rnent. He paffed through Lille, and had the plea-
liire of finding at Bruneis his friend Voltaire, with
whom he fpent a few days, and who read to him
feveral paffages of his new tragedy of Mahomet.
Hence he direcled his courfe to Spa, the waters
of which had been recommended and proved
very beneficial to him. He ftaid about fix weeks
in that general rende2vous of the bell and worft
Company of Europe, where the bufy and the idle
refort alike for diflipation. As he was himfelf
eminently qualified to be a Citizen of the world, he
was courted and agreeably entertained by perfons
of different nations, diftinguilhed by their rank and
their merit. Among thefe was a Pruifian envoy at
one of the German courts. With him lord Chefter-
field often converfed about his fovereign, who then
began to excite univerfal admiration. The earl,
who wifhed to fee that prince the friend rather than
the enemy of Great Britain, exprefled in lively terms
his opinion of him, and called him 1'komme de Pruße
(the man of Pruffia). This was reported to the
lang , to whom lord Chefterfield's charafter was not

unknown,



LORD CHESTERFIELD . SECT . IV. ror

unknown, and who perhaps thought him l'komme 1741.
HAngleterre(the man of England). To be praifed v-"v"—
by fucha judge was highly pleafing to the monarch,
and he fent him a prefling invitation to come over
and fee him at Berlin. If the earl had not been en-
gaged in the miniftry in 1745, he intended to have
undertaken that journey ; and it is to be regretted
thata meeting, which might have been beneficial
to the interefts of mankind, could not take place.
The king ever after fpoke with great regard of lord
Chefterfield, and often faid he thought him the beft
friend he had in England . The earl on his fide
feemed rather an enthufiaft in his praifes, not only
in public converfation, but in his private letters to
his fon, to whom he certainly always difclofed his
moft fecret thoughts [46].

Of all the cities in the world, Paris feemed to be
that which lord Chefterfield would have chofen for
his refidence, if he had not been born an Englifh-
man, and ftrongly attached to the conftitution of
his own country. He could not but diflike the form
ofgovernment and political principles of the French,
though in other refpects he found their characler the
moft congenial with bis own. His former connec-
tions in their capital, together with thofe which lord
Bolingbroke procured him, muft have rendered that
place peculiarly fuited to his tafte. Preffed however
as he was for time, and hurried on by the ill ftate of
his health, he could not ftay there above a fortnight
in going, nor much longer at his return . Düring
thefe fhort intervals, he was a moft acceptable gueft
mthe beft focieties, and a partaker of their plea-
fures. The hotels of Coigny, Matignon , Noailles,
were open to him, as well as the houfes of Made de
Tencin [47], de Monconfeil, Martel, ladies equally

diftinguifhed
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1741. diftinguifhed by their rank, their merit, and their
" w wit . He frequently faw fome of the principal lite-

rati of that country, fuch as Sallier, Crebilion, Fon-
tenelle, but chiefly his old friend Montefquieu. He
often remembered , when fome years afterwards he
was deprived of the fenfe of hearing, what that ce-
lebrated man, whofe fight was much decayed, toid
him, je Jais etre aveugle (I know how to be blind);
and endeavoured, though not with the fame fuccefs,
to be able to fay, je fais etre ßurd (I know how to
be deaf.)

As his lordfhip's health had been judged to re-
quire the affiftance of a warmer ciimate, he ufed
what expedition he could to reach the South of
France . In his way he vifited Lyons, Avignon,
Aix, Nifmes, Marfeilles, and Montpelier. It is with
pleafure that we trace him, during the courfe of this
journey , writing regularly to his fon, then only ten
years old, and giving him accounts of the moft
curious particulars relative to the towns he pâ êd
through, partly extracled from other travellers, and
partly from his own mafterly obfervations. He
added to thefe fome compendious geographical lec-
tures, and began %fketch of Englifh hiftory, which
it were to be wifhed he had afterwards thought pro¬
per to revife and complete.

Public affairs recalled lord Chefterfield to Eng¬
land fooner than he might have defired, and pre-
vented him from enjoying, during the enfuing win-
ter, the pure air and mild temperature of fome of
the fineft provinces of Europe. The great events
that had taken place in the fummer, required the
prefence of all thofe who wifhed well to their coun¬
try , and were able to contribute to its weifare.

The houfe of Bourbon, which, for about a Century
palt, had invariablv purfued the projecl of loweringthe

<■
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the houfe of Auftria, now feized the opportunity of 174r ■
completing its deftru£tion. The eleftors of Saxony
and Bavaria, and, foon after, the king of Spain,
formed pretenfions to the emperor's fucceffion. The
king of the Two Sicilies joined his power to theirs.
Exafperated by the neglecl with which his demands
had been treated , and by the vain fchemes of his
rivals, the king of Pruffia had acquired, by conqueft,
a greater extent of territory than his claims origi-
nally amounted to in Silefia, and was encouraged by
the French, who, notwithftanding their known fpirit
of gallantry, made war againft the moft accomplifh-
ed, as well as the moft beautiful princefs in Europe.
Moft of the other German and Italian princes had
been the late emperor's fecret friends ; and thofe who
were bell inclined, lhewed themfelves but cold
friends to his daughter . By the influence of her am-
bitious neighbours, who commanded the votes of
four eledors, and terrified or filenced the reft, the
imperial dignity was wrefted from the houfe of Auf¬
tria, after having been confiderably above four hun¬
dred years in that ancient and now almoft exün6l
family. The elector of Bavaria, whofe power as a
prince could give no umbrage taFrance , was chofen
emperor, and thequeen of Hungary deprived of her
pofleflions. Bohemia was already overpowered, the
city of Prague taken, Upper Auftria over-run, and
Vienna menaced with a fiege. A corps of French
froops, pofted on the confmes of Hanover, threat-
ened an invafion. The king of Great Britain, who
could not be reftrained from his annual vifit to the
capital of his electoral dominions, was obliged to
fign a neutrality for one year. It was more than
fufpefted, that this neutrality extended its influence
to the Operations in the Mediterranean, and that ad-
miral Haddock had Orders to permit , at leaft to
°verlook, the failing of a Spanim fquadron to the

Welt
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1741. Wert Indies, and the conveyance by fea of a Spa-
*J nifh army into Italy. Hungary , which received the

fugitive queen with a zeal becoming a nation fo
faithful, though fo often ill-treated, was in danger of
being attacked by the Türks . Ruffia was prevent-
ed by a Swedifh war and by inteftine commotions
from affifting her natural ally. The Dutch trem-
bled for their barrier ; and it was apprehended that
a regard to his fecurity might force even the king of
Sardinia into the confederacy.

Thus was the balance of Europe unaccountably
difturbed, and to all appearance completely de-
ftroyed ; a balance, which had coft the .natiort fo
many lives to maintain, and involved it in a debt of
thirty millions in the times of queen Anne ; and
which, during the reign of her fucceifor, wasthought
of fo much importance as to furnifh a pretence fora
multiplicity of tedious negociations and oppofite alli-
ances. A ftriking inftance this, among many others,
of the infufficiency of treaties to confine the ambi-
tion of princes, and to fecure their faith.

Thofe who were fincerely concerned for the liber-
ties of their country and of mankind, found no cir-
cumftance more alarming in this revolution, than
the fatal afcendency gradually acquired, and now
openly afTumed by the Firench over the Weftern
world. The natural ftrength of their empire was
much increafed by the opinion which they had uni-
verfally infpired of their irrefiftible power. The
fear of engaging the French king to take part
openly with the other branches of the houfe of Bour-
bon in the prefent conteft, as well as the intimations
that were given of his intentions to take this part, if
any confiderable blow were ftruck in the Weft In¬
dies or elfewhere, intimidated the miniftry, and
produced an irrefolution in the Britifh Councils, and

inaclivity
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inadtivity in the Britifh arms. The nations which ' 1741.
had, at firft, beheld with wonder, the Ocean cover- '- «~
ed with Englifii mips, and, from the little refiftance
met with at Porto Bello, cönceived, that the Spanifli
dominion in the Indies was held by a fingle thread
[48], now accuftomed to the fight of impotent ef-
forts and harmlefs ejq>editions, turried their admi-
ration into contempt, and their former readinefs to
fliew their attachment to fo refpe&able an ally into
denials and diftruft. France being cönfidered as
the only power worthy to be regarded, and as the
fole miftrefs of the balance of Europe,1 made ufe of
her influence to dißribute kir.gdoms by caprice, and
exalt emperors upon her oiv?i terms [49}.'

The difcontents raifed irr Great Britain, not only
by a feries of mifcarriages and lofTes, but by the
clamorous reprefentations: of difäppointment and
revenge, did not fail to have confiderable influence
in the elecYions for the new pariiament . The opinion
of the public was fixed at leaft as to ö'ne objeft,
and the efforts of the minifler cotild nö longer flem
the torrent. There are tifnes when corruption de-
feats itfelf, when promifes and threats become
equally ineffeöual , and when gold itfelf is found to;
lofe its weight.

The feffion began on the firft of December ; and
on the fourth his majefty's fpeech was delivered. It
was drawn up with great art ; and, according to
annual cuftom, re-echoed by complimentary ad-
drelfes from both houfes. This , however, did not
pafs without fome fhew of oppofition in the houfe of
peers. Lord Chefterfield, who, in his travels through
other countries, never loft fight of his own ; and
while in purfuit of health and amufement did not
negleft colledting materials, and preparing himfelf
for bufmefs, thought it proper to ftiew, that his com-

Vol . L H plaifanee
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174t. plaifance and partiality to the French did not ex-
—J tend to their politics. Recovered to his former ftate

of health, and animated by the ftrong motives of
national intereft and national honor, he thundered
out what may be called his firft Philippic againft the
miniftry. He begins with a piain,, yet ftrong, re-
prefentation of the diftrefsful fcene of Europe, and
recommends to the lords a general addrefe to the
throne after the manner of their anceftors, fuitable
to the dignity of thofe from whom it comes, and to
the occalion upon which it is made. From the al-
lowed difficuLties and dangers attending the prefent
fituation, he argues that what was loft could not be
regained but by meafures different from thofe which
had been purfued, and by the afliftance of other
counfellors than thoie who had funk the nation into
contempt , and expofed it to the ravages of all their
neighbours. Nothing, in his opinion, could raife
niore confidence in foreign powers üül attached to
them, or more intimidate thofe whofe defigns it was
their intereft to defeat, than an open teftimony of
their refolution, neither any longer to approve that
eondutt by whidi the überty of the half of Europe
had been endangered, nor to lavifh praifes on the
men, . who, in twenty years, never tranfafted any
thing for the benefit of their country . He then en¬
ters into an artful enumeration of paft meafures,
expofes their Fnfignificancy, and feverely arraigns
thofe of cowardice,. if not of fomething worfe, who,
notwithftanding all admonitions, conftantly purfaed
them. Why the qu«en of Hungary , notwithftand¬
ing all the motives of juftice and compaffion that
pleaded in her favor, was fuffered to be overpower-
ed by the natural enemies of this nation, the rivals
of their trade, and the perfecutors of their religion,
the whole world, he fays, has long afked to no pur-
pofe, Inftead of paying fubfidies for troops, never

to
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to be employed, and enriching foreign princes with 1741.
the plunder of a nation, which they cannot injure '- **
and do not defend, he laments that the king of
Pruflia's friendfhip was not obtained at any rate,
and mentions with Indignation the late Hanover
neutrality. Lefs fanguine, however, for a land war,
the expences of which, he owns, were certain, and
the events hazardous, he lays the ftrefs of his argu-
ment on the naval armaments . Having defcribed
the fuperiority of Englifh fleets, fea-officers and fai-
lors, and avowed the alTertions, however pompous
they might appear, that the Britons are placed the
centinels at the barriers of nature, and arbiters of
the intercourfe of manlcnd, he obferves, that this
dominion on the Oeean was afferted in former
times, in oppofition to powers far more able to
conteft it than thofe whom his country had fo long
fubmiflively courted, and were now evidently afraid
of. He laftly exhorts them not to defpair ; but,
expecling tiieir fafety only from a change of covrn-
fels and of meafures, not to praife before examin-
ing, becaufe inquiry comes too late after approbati-
on. This difcourfe was juftly applauded by the
fpeakers on the other fide, as well as on his own ;
but it did not prevent the ufual compliment from
being paid to the crown, or rather to the miniftry.

The oppofition had no better fuccefs in the fol- 1742.
lowing debate, and, indeed, vigorous refolutions
could hardly prevail in a houfe where minifters of a
pacific turn bore fo confiderable a proportion. A
majority of no more than twelve prevented a cen-
fure from being paffed on the neglect (hewn by the
miniftry, in permitting fourteen out of the nineteen
officers, belonging to the eftablifhment at Minorca,
to be abfent at a time when that important ifland
was threatened with an invafion. Lord Chefterfield

H 2 was
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1742. wäs very acftve in the examination of the witneffes>
k*"W > the difcuflion of the points in debate,. and the pro-

teft that enfued upon the negative put tGf the mo-<
tion. As he anfwered the iord chancellor on this
occafionT he was obliged to unite precifion with
clearriefs, and tö prefer argument to deckmation,
He allowed, however, fome fcope to his imagination
hi appealing to the bench of bifhops, whether the
interefts of religion, äs well as reafons of poRcyy
ought not to have produced fome attempts towards
making the Minorquins good proteftants and affec-
t-ionate fubjefts. There was- likewife fomething
ftriking in thefe remarkabfe, I had almoft faid pro-;
phetic, words, " I think, I am in duty obliged to
" forewarn your lordftrips,. thät if ever this ifland-
" fhould be k>ft by any future negpeft, the whole
" nation will impute t-he lofs to yoür having put a
f negative at this time upon-füch a motion . . . . ;
" for after the lofs is incurredy no punifhment you?
" can inflift upon the perfons- guilty will be an
" atonement för your former indifference,- which'
" will be confidered as the original caufe of that
« lofs." / .

The difpofitions of the' new houfo of commons
were much fooner difcovered than thofe of the
lioufe of peers. The prime minifter could no longer
command a majority. So high were the populär
prejudices againft him, that his dependerits found it
expedient to abandon' him, in-Order to preferve their
intereft at his expence [50J. Parties, indeed, feem-
ed fo equally balanced, that no bufmefe of impört-
ance could go on-; and the inal of fome öf the con-
troverted eleelions fhewed wherethe preponderancy
lay. To fupport his credit, the minifter endeavour-
ed in vain to divide the oppofition ; they divided,
indeed, but not tili after his fall, The öfters made

, , t<?
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io the prince of Wales were peremptorily refufed,
as Coming from the man whom he accufed of being
the author of the grievances at home, and of the
rnifcarriages abroad. Thus , no longer able to con-
tinue at the heim, and in danger of meeting with
greater feverity if he perfifted in his refiftance, he
refigned all his places. The king, prepared for
this necelfary facrifice, accepted of his refignation ;
but thought proper tö fhew his regret of lofing him,
by beflowing upon him the moft fatisfaclory marks
of perfonal regard and prote&ion [51]. In order
tp vacate his feat in the lower hqufe, he was railed
to the upper, by being made 3. peer. The new
earl of Orford's good humour? good natnre, and
experienced benevolence, fecured him the affeftion
of his relations, friends, and numerous attendants.
Time did juftice to his character [52] ■, a veil was
drawn over his errors, and even his political com-
petitors feem univerfally to have allowed him abili-
ties, and at leaft comparative merit [53].

The fall of the minifter was not attended with

that total change of men and meafures, which the
majority of the country party had expecled. By
this revolution, Mr . Pujteney , who had for a long
time been the leader of the oppofition in the houfe
of commons, .fpund himfelf in a fituation that ren-
dered him, in fome meafure, the arbiter between
the crown and the people : but this place was too
exalted, too much expofed, to be fecure. The
triumph of a populär tribune feldom continues for
any length of time ; and he who can do what he
will, unlefs he attempts all, muft foon give way to
thofe who are more daring. He thought, that by
declining to take the r'udder, he might have pre-
ferved his authority vyith the public, and his influ-
ence at cpurt. But his moderation was unfuccefsful,

Perfonally
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i742- Perfonally difliked by the fovereign for what' he
J might have done, and by a great part of the na-

tion for what he did not do, he irrecoverably loft
• the party he deferted [54], and obtained from the

öther a title without power [55].
The vacancies occafioned by the removal of the

old minifter, and of a few of Iiis moft immediate
dependents, were foon filled by thofe whigs who,
from a diflike of the perfon, difapprobation of the
meafures, or eagernefs after the places, had before
jo 'med the difcontented of other denominations.
The new adminiftration admitted but few either of
the tories, or of the violent republicans, and thus
contracting their political ground, they left the dif-
tinclion of the brbad bottomsto the fucceeding oppo-
fition. Thefe , gloried in thät comprehenfive name,
but rejefted with fcorn that of facTion with which
they were branded.

The moft confiderable acquifition made by the
court was that of lord Carteret ; and, at the pre-
fent junclure, none could be of greater importänce.
His great knowledge of the affairs of Europe, en-
terprifing genius, and high principles of govern-
ment , very pliable to the defires of a mafter, raifed
him to the place of prime minifter ; a place, at this
crifis, as little to be envied as it was difficult to be
filled. The king, whofe language he fpoke, and
whofe views he ennobled, at the fame time that he
indulged him in his favorite prejudices, foon gave
him as great a fhare of his perfonal affecYion as he
ever could beftow. The drooping fpirits of the na-
tion began to revive. A Richelieu was expefted to
take place of a Mazarin, and the people rejoiced at
the exchange of an over-cautious gi.iide for one, whö,
animated with the ancient fpirit of chivalry, feemed
to have been fent from heaven to fatisfy their moit
ardent thirft of glory.
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Lord Chefterfield might have expecled to have 174s-
had fome fhare in the new adminiftration, having *-rv "v'
been fo inftrumental in bringing about the late re-
volution. But whether through jealoufy in the chiefs,
diflike in the monarch, or unwiliingnefs in the earl to
accept of engagements, unlefs he knew and approv-
ed of the terms [55], he was left out of the lift ; and
this-neglect may appear a fufficient excufe for his re-
fufing, fome years after, to be concerned in the mi-
niftry with thofe who, at this time, fhewed them-
felves fo indifferent, if not averfe, for admitting him
into their alfociation.

Some thinking perfons there were, who feeing the
name of Chefterfield omitted in the lift of the mi-

niftry, and that of Argyll foon ftruck out of it by
himfelf, began, even at this early period, to find
fault with the choice, and miftruft the abilities of the
new pilots. Of the many fatyrical pieces publifhed
at that time, I fhall only tranfcribe part of an ode,
which feemed ftronger marked , and was better re-
ceived, man moft other poetical producYions of the
fame date [56].

Thus deprived of the affrftance of fome of the
moft confiderable of the party whom he had been
connected with, and was now obliged to oppofe,
lord Chefterfield found, in a fuceeffion of young fpi-
rited peers, a feafonable fupply of auxiliary forces.
Thefe were the duke of Bedford, the earls of Halifax
and Sandwich, lords Talbot and Lonfdale, toge-
ther with a few fupporters of the late minifter, who
now joined the new oppofition.

The earl's eloquence was particularly animated in
the famous debate on a bill paffed in the houfe of
commons, the objedt of which was to encourage
witneffes to give in their evidence againft the late
minifter, by the promife of indemnity to themfelves
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1742. for the fhare they might have had in the corrupt
-Tv—•i tranfactions he v/as fufpected of. Lord Carteret,

formerly the accufer of Sir Robert , now ftood forth
the advocate of the earl .of Orford. Never did the
acutenefs, comprehenfivenefs, and precifion, of that
eloquent fpeaker fhine more eminently than on this
occafion. He was complimented both by thofe who
fupported the fame fide with himfelf, and by thofe
who oppofed it. There was fomething particularly
interefting and elegant in the manner in which lord
Chefterfield began his anfwer, or rather his fecond
Philippic, " I have fo long," he faid, " honoured
" the abilities, and fo pften concurred with the opi-
" nion of the noble lord who began the debate, that
" I cannot, without unufual concern, rife up now to
" fpeak in oppofition to him ; nor could any other
f' motive fupport me under the apparent difadvan-
" tage of a conteft fo uqequal, b,ut the confcioufnefs
" of upright intentions, and the concurrence of the
" whole nation." This exordium did not prevent
him from exerting all his powers in the fupport of
the bill, which he reprefented as fuggefted by ne-
ceflity,j authorized by fimilar inftances of former and
even prefent times, free from the imputations of in-
juftice and cruelty . He then entered into a particu-
lar difcuflion of the nature of oral evidence, and ert-
deavoured to remove the fufpicion̂ about v/itneffes
being induced by fuch an encouragement to give a
falfe teftimony, without being liable 'to deteäion.
He was particularly vehement at the end of his
fpeech. As it had been afTerted, that ho real
charge could be alledged to juftify an unufual
mode of feverity, " We are upbraided, " he faid,
" with our own declarations, that the perfon menti-
*' oned in this bill would quickly find accufers, when
*e he fhould be divefted of his authority. Behold him
" •.»■, . .. , . . . .. . . " now,
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" now, fay his advocatos, reduced from his envied
" eminence, and placed on a level with his fellow-
" fubjefts! behold him no longer the diftributer of
" employments, or the difburfer of the public trea-
" fures; fee him divefted of all fecurity, but that of
" innocence, and yet no accufations are produced.
" This, my lords, is a topic fo fruitful of panegyric,
" and fo happily adapted to the imagination of a
" perfon long ufed to celebrate the wifdom and in-
" tegrity of minifters [57], that, were not the prefent
" queftion of too great importance to admit falfe
" conceflions, I fhould fuffer it to remam without
" controverfy. But this is no time for criminal in-
" dulgence, and therefore I lhall annihilate this
" fhort-lived triumph, by obferving, that to be out
" of place is not necelfarily to be out of power. A
" minifter may retain his influence, who has refign-
" ed his employments ; he may ftill retain the favor

of his prince, and polfefs him with a falfe opinion
" that he can only fecure his authority by prote&ing
" him; or, what there is an equal reafon to fufpecl,
" his fucceiTor may he afraid of concurring in a law,
" which may hereafter be revived againft himfelf."
An objedYion had been raifed againft the bill by fome
of his noble antagonifts, which was founded on the
regaid due to their dignity, and the cautioufnefg
they ought to acl: with in charging thofe with crimes
who had a feat among them. This objecYion he
turned into an argument to incite the lords to be
watchful againft the leaft fufpicion that might fall
upon them, to eje£t pollution from their walls, and
prefcrve their power by keeping their reputation
P"re and untainted. The bill was rejeded , not fo
rauch perhaps becaufe fuch an exertion of power
could only be juftified by the fupreme law of necef-
üty, as on account of the obvious confequences
that might have attended a too füll difcovery. The.

country
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1742. country party in the houfe of ' commons highly re-
—v— ' fented the negative put by the lords upon their bill,

and as vainly attempted to pafs a vote of cenfure
on this indifputable prerogative.

Another bill, which had been paffed in the fame
houfe, met with no better fate in that of peers.
Under pretence of fecuring trade and navigation in
time of war, it implied a fevere reproof of the pre-
ceding adminiftration, and laid a reftraint upon the
prefent board of admiralty. The earl of Winchel-
fea, who prefided at that board, expofed the defefts
of that bill in fuch a diftinct manner, as to oblige his
antagonifts to admit that it could not be paifed
without fuch alterations as would have made it
quite a new one. It may be doubted whether lord
Chefterfield, who wifhed the bill not to be rejefted,
withöut fome attempts to amend it, was altogether
fincere in the following expreffions, " Were all
" men like the noble lord whom I am now attempt-
" ing to anfwer, vigilant to difcover, fagacious to
" diftinguifh, and induftrious to profecute the inte*
" reft of the public, I fhould be far from propofing
" that they fhould be conftrained ■by rule, or re-
M quired to follow any guide but their own reafon."
Some irony was perhaps likewife mixed with great
good humor and truth in the introduftion to the
reply. " As the known fincerity of that noble lord
**allows no reafon for fufpe&ing that he would be-
" ftow any praife where he did not believe there was
" fome defert, and as his penetration and acutenefs
" fecure him from being deceived by falfe appear-
" ances of merit, I cannot but applaud myfelf for
" having obtained his efteern, which I hope will not
" be forfeited by my future conducV'

The parliamentary bufmefs had been, during this
feffion, fo extenfive and fo important , that lord

Chefterfield
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Chefterfield was detained in town lönger than was
confiftent with his defire of taking another journey
to Spa. For though the waters of that place had
greatly relleved him of his diforders, which were
vertigos, languors, and other nervous fymptoras, he
was far from being entirely cured, and found fuch a
return of his complaints during the winter, as made
him conclude that his fhattered tenement, as he ex-

prefled it, would admit of but half repairs, and muft
have them annuälly. " In fhort," fays he in a let-
ter to his phyfician Dr . Cheyne, " after all the at-
" tention and obfervation I am capable of, I can
" hardly fay what does me good and what not. My
" conftitution conforms itfelf fo much to the humor

" of the times, that it changes almoft daily its
" friends for its enemies, and its enemies for its
" friends." Being difappointed of crofling the fea,
he took his refuge at Bath, where the waters never
failed to give him a temporary relief.

As lord Chefterfield was not lefs zealous for the

fervice of his friends than for that of his country, and
was univerfally confidered as the beft judge as well
as patron of men of letters, he had frequent oppor-
tunities of being ufeful to them • one of which had
offered during the courfe of the laft winter. The
relift of the great duke of Marlborough, being defir-
ous of fubmitting to pofterity her political conducl,
as well as her lord's, applied to our earl for a proper
perfon to receive her informations, and put the me-
moirs of her life into a proper drefs. Mr . Hooke,
the celebrated writer of an excellent Roman hiftory,
was recömmended by him for that purpofe. He

accordingly waited upon the dutchefs, while fhe
was ftill in bed oppreffed by the infirmities of age,
Eut knowing who he was, fhe immediately got her-
felf lifted up, and continued fpeaking during fix

hours,
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1742. hours. She delivered to him, without any notes,

•- ,— ner account ;n the moft lively as well as the moß
connected manner. As (he was not tired herfelf,
fhe would have continued longer the bufinefsof
this firft fitting, had fhe not perceived that Mr.
Hooke was quite exhaufted, and wanted refrefh-
ment as well as reft. So eager was fhe for the
eompletion of the work, that fhe infifted upon Mr.
Hooke's not leaving her houfe tili he had finifhed
it. This was done in a fhort t'ime ; and her grace
was fo well pleafed with the Performance, that fhe
complimented the author with a prefent of 5000/.
a fum which far exceeded his expeclations. As
foon as he was free, and permitted to quit the houfe
of his benefaftrefs, he haftened to the earl, to thank
him for his favor, and communicated to him his
good fortune. The perturbation of mind he was
under , occafioned by the itrong fenfe of his Obli¬
gation, plainly appeared in his ftammering out his
acknowledgments ; and he who had fucceeded fo
well as the Interpreter of her grace's fentiments,
could fcarcely utter his own.

Äs the majority of the nation were greatly pre-
judiced in favor of the new minifters, they found no
difficulty in obtaining from the two houfes what-
ever they demanded ; and they profeffed to have
no other views but to profecute. the war with yigor,
in order to procure a fpeedy and honorable termi-
nation of it. A confiderable fupply in money was
ypted to the heroine, v/ho fo bravely defended her
hereditary rights. Sixteen thoufand men of the
Britifh army were fent over to her affiftanee in
Germany ; and the Dutch were induced, though
with difficulty, to make a third and confiderable
angmentation in their forces. A neutrality vyas oh-
^ained of the king of Pruflia by negociafion, and
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öf the king of tHe two Sicilies by meriaces, The 1742.
ele&or öf Saxony was detached from the grand al-
liance. The king of Sardinia was enabled to make
a vigorous and fuccefsful ftand againft the united
forces of France and Spain in Italy ; and a confi-
derable intereft was created in the empire in
favor of the family who had fo long given it a
head.

The fucceffes of the campaign equalied at firft
the promifes and wifhes of thofe who had planned
it. Never perhaps, from one year to another, was
therea revoiutiön more rapid and more complete.
The queen of Hungary , no longer over-awed by
the a£tivity of her near and ambitious neighbour,
treated her other enemies as fhe had been treated by
them. She not only cleared her Auftrian territories
of the new emperor's troops, bnt retaliated upon
him in the fevereft manner his threatened hege of
her capital, by driving him out of his own. Bava-
ria, for the tirne, made her amends for the lofs of
Silefia; Bohemia was recovered ; and whilft one
French army was befieged in Prague , the other
which, in expeclation of coming to its relief, had
been obligedto quit the neighbourhood of Hanover,
was forced to ftruggle againft fword and famine, and
never could penetrate through the paffes of Bohe¬
mia. Of feventy-five thoufand men, led into Ger-
many under the conduct of the experienced ge-
nerals Belleifle and Broglio, fcarce twenty thoufand
returned to their native country . The Spanifh
forces, not being joined by the Neapolitan troops,
fliareda hmilar fate ; and the infant of Spain, who,
with a corps of Frenchmen attempted a palTage
through theAlps,was equallyunfuccefsful. . Even the
Operations at fea, though lefs brilliant, were calcu-

lated
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1742. Iated to retrieve the honor öf the Britifh flag ; and
"— the blocking up of the French and Spanifn fleets

in the port of Toulon , feemed to fecure to Britain
the empire of the fea.

In moft wars, opportunities are offered to either
of the contending parties to obtain a good peace,
which all wife nations muft prefer to the moft glo-
rious vi&ories. France, baffied in her defigns, forwant of an earlier and better direfted exertion of
her power, faw the decifive inftant fled, and found
herfelf reduced to the neceffity of offering moderate
terms to the queen of Hungary . But in proportion
to her advances, the queen and her allies raifed both
their expeclations and their demands. Lord Stair,
in whom the gallant fpirit of the Edwards and the
Henrys feemed to revive, formed the moft fanguine
projects, and offered to his enterprizing nation the
flattering profpecl of an expedition to Paris. The
Britifh king, inflamed with that thirft of glory which
infpired his youth, when he fought by the fide of
the great duke of Marlborough, and learned to
conquer under him, had long wifhed himfelf, like
king William, at the head of a confederate army;
and, in order to form it, fixteen thoufand Hano-
verians were taken into Britifh pay.

This meafure, as expenfive to England as it was
beneficial to Hanover , was ftriclly canvaffed in the
next feffion of parliament. Lord Chefterfield de-
clared his fentiments immediately on the opening of
the feffion. When the addrefs of thanks, imply-
ing compliments to the miniftry, was propofed,
he openly avowed his reluclance to applaud , beforethe circumftancesof the new meafure were difclofed,
and their confequences juftified by the event. His
•bjecl:indeed, was that of a good Citizen, as well as
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of a wife ftatefman. It was the faving of Englifli 1742.
treafure and Englifh blood. He by no means *— —•
could approve the wafting of both in vifionary
fchemes and impracticable attempts . He thought
the purpofes of the war, at leaft upon the con-
tinent, could now be attained, if by wafteful,
unfaithful, unprofitable confederacies, their com¬
mon and too powerful enemies were not pro-
voked, without any chance of being thoroughly
fubdued. When , in the beginning of the next , 7+3.
year, the expediency of taking fo many additional
forces into pay was confidered [58], he difclofed in
the ftrongeft manner his political principles, and per-
haps his refentment . As it feil to his lot to anfwer
his old friend and new antagonift the earl of Bath,
he fpared no pains to fhew himfelf not inferior to fo
diftinguiiheda fpeaker. It were to be wiihed, that
in the courfe of this debate, as well as of that which
came on the next year upon the fame fubject, his
lordlhip had not ufed, in fpeaking of his fovereign,
fome expreßions which the heat of oppofition could
fcarce excufe. The reafons on which his oppofition
was founded, were contained in the proteft entered
on this occafion. The name of lord Chefterfield
was at the head of the four and twenty peers who
figned it ; and, in order to leave no doubt of the
fliare he had in it, he introduced it in a manner
which proved at leaft that he was in earneft. " To
" Ihew, my lords, that I do not oppofe the miniftry
" for the fake of obftru£ting the public counfels, or
" of irritating thofe whom I defpair to defeat, and
" that I am not afraid of trufting my condud to the
" impartial examination of pofterity, I fhall beg
" leave to enter, with my proteft, the reafons
" which have influenced me in this day's (Feb . 1,
" 1743) deliberation, that they may be confidered
" when this queftion fhall no longer be a point of

" intereft,
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1743. " intereft, and our prefent jealoufies and animoiities
—-v— " are forgotten."

Minifters engaged in a war, and efpecially in ä
Continental one, are neceffarily obliged to procure
continual fupplies ; and in the impofition of new
taxes, a thing in itfelf always unpopulär, and only
juftified by fuccefsful expeditions, are conftantly
oppofed by their enemies, whofe intereit it is to
obttruft their meafures, and to eclipfe their glory.
An inftance of this appeared with regard to the
money raifed by the new bill for retailing fpirituous
liquors. The pernicious effects of thefe liquors
upon the common people had been very obvious in
the increafe of mortality in this great metropolis.
Phyficians äs well as divines had joined in their en-
deavours to check fo great an evil. Their remon-
ftrances had been attended to ; and in concurrence
with their advice an act had been paffed in the ninth
yearof this reign (1736), which prohibited anyper-
fon from felling fpirituous liquors, in fmaller quan-
tities than two gallons, without a licence. Fifty
pounds v/ere to be paid for this privilege of admi-
niftering draughts of poilon to fellow-fubjefts;
and few people perhaps would have purchafed it at
that rate. But the aär, from the difficulty of its
being executed, had failed of its effect. It had been
found impoffible to dete£t all the petty dealers by
whom it was infringed. Informations had been
difcouraged, and informers rendered infamous;
and as fpirituous liquors, and in particular that
which is called gin, continued to be fold in fmall
obfcure fhops, almoft in every ftreet, few people
thought it worth their while to take out thefe ex-
penüve licences. Thus was the law defeated, the
quantity of diftilled fpirits every year increafed,
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and drunkennefs, with its fatal confequences, ren- 1743.
dertd more prevalent by the very efForts made to '- «"""
check it. The number of gallons confumed in one
year appeared to amount to feven millions; Ä new
bill was therefore propofed, and paffed in the houfe
of commons, by which a fmall duty of one penny
per gallon was laid on at the ftill head, and the
price of the licences reduced to twenty fhillings. It
was-eafily forefeen that, by this ac~t, a conlidera-
ble fum would be raifed ; but it was not equally
clear that the confumption of thefe deftruclive li-
quors would be leflened, and the progrefs of vice in
any degree ftopped . On the contrary, lord Hervey
and other oppofers of the bill, reprefented it as an
indulgence granted to thofe who would pay the
tax, a legal eftablifhment of vice, and a method
of increafing the income by the deftruclion of the
people. In a cafe which fo nearly affe&ed the in-
terefts of fociety and religion, the ecclefiaftical lords,-
and in particular the bifhop of Oxford (Dr . Secker),
exprelfed themfelves with a zeal becoming their Or¬
der. They attacked the bill by arguments . Lord
Chefterfield expofed it to ridicule by admirable
ürokes of irony and wit. His fpeeches were exqui-
fite pieces of humor and feverity. He ftiled the
money that was immediately raifed on this bill,
the drinking-fund ; and the law which authorked
the levying of the duty , the .effect of that pradice,
of which it was intended to be likewife the caufe.
It is reported that, on feeing the reverend bench
voting on the fame fide v/ith himfelf, he faid he
doubted whether he had not got on the wrong
fide of the queftion, not having had the honor of
being in the Company of fo many lawn-fleeves
for feveral years.

Vol . L t His
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1743- His lordfhip had lefs fcope to difplay his vein of
"~v J pleafantry in the debate for quieting of corporations.

It is fufficiently known th'at many of the ancient
charters grantedto particular boroughs were charged
with claufes, which the alteration of times and cir-
cumftances have rendered abfurd and impradticabie.
Such claufes, therefore, gradually fmk into difufe;
example fupplies the place of rule, andäferiesof
precedents, irr this as well as in many other in-
ftances, is confidered as the beft Interpreter of obfo-
lete laws. But yet, fome inconveniencies have fre-
quently arifen from this prefcriptive deviation.
The negleft of fome of the forms or conditions pre-
fcribed by fuch charters, i-n the ekftion of officers,
though often overiooked,hadmore thanonce affbrded
a pretence to minifters, to lay afide the nomination
of obnoxious perfons, and even to threaten commu-
nities with the forfeiture of their charters. This had
beenthe cafe with regard to the mayor of Mekom-
regis in the county of Dorfet. The charter confined
the eleclion of that fuperior magiftrate to the rank
of fimple biwgeffes, and, as it made the mayor al-
derman for üfe after he had palfed through his office,
it feemed to exclude him from ever becoming
mayor again. By this provifion, the number of
aidermen in a fmall town mult foon become equal
to the number of inhabitants, and, in-orderto main-
tain the annual eleftions,. the condition had been
negledted for one hundred and twenty-five years.
This negleft was taken notice of on the following
occafion. In the late elecYion of members of parli-
ament , the mayor was thought to have been too
much influenced by ä party nomination, and he was
foon after threatened with, and profecuted by, a
fw warranto. The caufe, being determined againft
Mm at the court of king's bench, was brought by
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äppeal before the houfe of lords, where the fentence 1743-
was confirmed upon the unanunous ad vice of the '
judges. Yet as, in the courfe of the proceedings,
the ablurdity of the claufe, and the authority of ail
ufage fanclified by a pracYice of above a Century,
were ftrongly urged by the oppofition, and indeed
allowed by the majority, a motion was made for a
new law, to fecure for the future the elecYion of of-
ficers iri corporate towns, when made according to
ancient cuftom, though not agreeably to the expreis
letter of the charters. A bill was accordingly drawh
up and prefented, but was found in many refpedts
improper and infufficient. Lord Cholmondeley ex-
pofed the danger of affenting to an indifcriminate
violation of charters. Lord Hardwicke allowed that
the bill was in itfelf fundamentally right ; but in-
fifted that, in its prefent form, it would produce
more and greater evils than thofe it was intended to
remedy. He fhewed that if the prefcription were
limited to a very (hört time, the moit dangerous
confequences would follow, and if it were fixed at a
very long term, little or no effett could be expecled
from it.. But why too long or too fhort, anfwered
lord Chefterfield, is there theri no medium, and
could not fiich a medium be hit on ? Yet, notwith-
ftanding his lordfhip's efforts, it feemed to be ät
Iaft allowed on all fides, that althoUgh the evil com-
plained of was real, yet it was perhaps one of thofe
it became the legiflative power to wink at, or not
attempt to eure radically, tili the abufe fhould prove
conüderable enough to require it.

As foon as the feffion was over, the monarch fet
out for the continent . An equal number of Britifh
and eledloral troops, joined to a fmall body of
Auftrians, defended the banks of the Mayne againft

I 2 a fuperior
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174.3- a fuperior armyof the French. A confiderable re-

- ' inforcement of Heffians and Hanoverian auxiliaries-
was advanced at a fmall dillance ; but their nearer
approach was ftopped by the enemy, and the junc-
tion could not be eff'ecled without a battle, Lord
Stair, who commanded the confederate, otherwife
called the pragmaticarmy,, foon met with a ftrong
oppofition to bis fchemes, both from the minifters
at home, and from the foreign generals. The firft
feemed inclined ta an ceconomical half war, the laft
v/ifned. to preferve their troops. This unbappy
eonflidt had prevented tlie marfhal from endeavour-
ing to ehange an unfavourable fituation, and from
attempting to extricate himfelf by a decifive ftroke.
His camp, which occupied the ftring X)f a bow, was
greatly outflanked by the French , who were mafters
of the country aronnd him, and in 3 great meafure
cut ofFhis Communications. He found himfelf en-
gaged in an ill managed defenfive campaign, when
his genius led him on to an offenfive one. The king
was impatiently expefted to put an end to thefe ir-
refolutions. He came at laft towards the middleof
June , with the duke of Cumberland , and put him¬
felf at the head of a divided, difcontented, and dif-
heartened army. In want of all neceiTaries, and
under theämpoffibility of attacking the enemy, but
with great difadvantage, he was forced, eight days
after his arrival, to begin his Operations by a retreat
This had been forefeen by the enemy . Marllial
Noailles, their Commander, had pofted his army in
flieh a manner, as to render the defiles, and in par-
ticular that of Dettingen , through which the Eritifh
troops with the king were to pafs, expofed to attacks
on all fides. By this judicious difpofition, and the
fire of a numerous ärtillery, he thought himfelf
eertain either of reducing the confederates to a

fituation
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Situation not very different from that of the Romans 1743-
furrounded by the Samnites in the Caudine forks,
or of cutting them off, withont any danger to him¬
felf. He is even faid to have entertained the hopes
of making the king Iiis prifoner. But all bis mea-
fures were difconcerted, and the fortune of the day
reverfed, by the rafh impetuofity of one of his ge¬
neral officers, who, inftead of obeying his Orders,
and patiently waiting for his enemies, crofled a ri-
vulet, and engaged himfelf in the marfhy defile he
was pofted to defend. This obliged the French
general to march to his fupport, and to abandon
the advantage of his ftrong pofts, as well as of his
batteries on the other fide of the Mayn. A general
acfton was thns brought on, in which the gallantry
of the troops, fighting under the eye of their king,
animated by his words, .and fpurred on by his ex-
ample, foon fnatched the viclory from the hands of
their rivals, and forced thofe to fly from whom be-
fore they were retreating . The confequences of
this aclion were not fo cenfiderable as they might
have been, if the enemy had been immediately and
clofely purfued, their retreat over the Rhine cut
off, or a powerful diverfion made towards French
Flanders. Inftead of this, the field of battle was
left to the enemy, who, not caring to venture upon
another trial after the junöion of the Heflians, retired
leifurely to their own country. Lord Stair finding
Iiis projecls flighted, himfelf difregarded, and fo-
reign counfels and concerns preferred to national
interelt, thought proper to refign, and, as he ex-
preffed it, to return to the plough [59]. The duke
ofMarlborough, with feveral other officers, foüowed
the example of the general, arid, on their return,
«ommunicated their difguft to their countrymen.

The
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The members of the new cabinet were not much
more fortunate in their political than in their mili-
tary Operations. The emperor, deferted by thofe
to whom he owed his vain title and his real ruin,
wifhed to break a conneclion fo fatal to his houfe,
and to effecl, almoft on any terms, a reconciliation
with the queen of Hungary . As fhe had at that
time little dependence but on the fupport of Great
Britain, however fhe might have been influenced
by female pride and juft refentment, the Engliih
rniniftry could, and perhaps ought, to have obligeÜ
her to accept the advantageous offers that were
made her. Unhappily both the counfellors near the
king, and thofe in London, were far from being of
this opinion. The advances of an humble enemy
were haughtily rejefted ; thofe of the French were
not better received ; and the two fadtions that di-
vided the cabinet threw on eaeh other the blame of
the ill fuccefs of the Hanau negociations [60].
The new treaties of Drefden and of Worms werq
not concluded with greater unanimity. Though
they procured to the queen of Hungary the affiftance
of the Polifh and Sardinian monarchs, they drained
the Britifh treafury, and proved detrimental to the
common caufe. The one renewed the jealoufies of
the king of Pruflia, the other alienated the Genoefe,
and rendered the Neapolitan neutrality ineffedual.
Even the twenty thoufand men, who were with great
difficulty obtained from the Dutch , and marched
more as fpe&ators than as auxiliaries, furnifheda
pretence to the French kingfor attacking their bar-
vier. Flufhed with fuccefs, he invaded their coun-
try, and by a feries of vidtories and conquefts
brought that flourifhing Commonwealth to the brink
of ruin ; thus verifying lord Chefterfield's prophecy,
that, if Holland fhould ever be induced or obliged

to
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to become a Joint adventurer in the farne projeft , 1743-
her fufFerings would be fo much the greater, as fhe ^—~,<—
was more expofed to the ftrength and fury pf the
enemy [61].

Nothing but lord Chefterßeld's Indignation and
zeal for the honor of his eountry could juftify the
feverity of his fpeeeh on the next meeting of parlia-
raent. Though he declared he did not intend to
deny any of the panegyric to his majefty, or even
lo his minifters, yet, by an artful diftinftion be-
tween the words behaviourand conduä, he more than
hinted, that, while he did not difpute the bravery
of the monarch on the day of aäion , he thought
himfelf at liberty to refufe his approbation to the,
management of the campaign.

He exprefled himfelf with ftill greater freedom in \ 744.
the debates about continuing the Hanoverian troops
in Britifh pay after the expiration of the term for
which they had been hired. No doubt , the heat of
party carried him much too far, when he painted
their conduct, with regard to the Englifh, in the
blackeft colours. In the fubfequent campaigns
they efFeclually cleared their charadter ; they gained
the efteem, and have ever fince preferved the
friendihip, of their fellow-fubjefts . The whole
ftrength of both parties was difpiayed on this oeca-:
fion, and the queftion, under difFerent forms, wag
fully debated by the moft accomplifhed orators of
the time. In the houfe of commons ftood, on one
fide, Sir William Young, Mr. Horace Walpole [62],
Mr. Fox, and lord Percival [63] and on the other,
Mr. Nugent , Mr . G. Grenville, lord Quarendon,
and Mr. Pitt . In the houfe of peers, the minifterial
party was chiefly fuppprted by the dukes of New-
caftle and Argyle , th,e marquis of Tweedale , the
earls of Cholmondeley and Bath, and by the lords

Bathurft,
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1744. Bathurft, Carteret, and Hardwicke ; while the chief
—-v— 1 oppofers were the dukes of Eedford and Marlbo-

rough, the earls of Sandwich and Halifax, the lords
Hervey , Lonfdale, Gower, and Talbot . But none
of them rnade a more confpicuous figure than our
earl, who did equal juftice tohis caufe, and to thofe
from whom he diffented. The earl of Morton [64]
was diftinguifhed in a particular manner by him.He called him the moft formidable as well as moft
candid of his antagonifts ; one who difdained the
hateful arts of fophiftry, and who forced reverence,
efteem, and love, even from thofe whom their con-
fcience obliged to oppofe him. Notwithftanding the
liberties he took with the royal charafter, he paid
fome compliments to the perfonal virtues of the
king, and lamented that his honeft heart was too
eafily mifled by artifice and mifreprefentation.

But while the parliament was engaged in thefe
ufelefs and acrimonious debates, the French court,
highly exafperated that their overtures of peace had
been rejecled, was aiming, by a fudden efFort, to
terminate the war. While patriots were contend-
ing, and ftatefmen lulled in fecurity, an invafion
of the ifland was preparing, the more alarming as
it was unexpedted. Cardinal de Tencin , the petu-
lant fucceflor of the more moderate Fleury, who
owed his dignity to the pretender , was refolved to
make at leaft the appearance of an effbrt in hisfavor. With this View his eldeft fon was fent for
from Italy, and preparations made to convey the
young adventurer into England , with a confider-
able body of troops, in hopes of dividing the na-
tion, and of difturbing, if not fubverting , the go-
yernment . Several fhips of war and tranfports had
been affembled at Breft and Rochefort, with as

much
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snuch fecrefy as expedition ■, fifteen fhoufand men
were ready to embark at Dunkirk:, Boulogne, and
Calais; and count de Saxe, the moft adive of the
French generals, was appointed to command this
expedition. It is even faid that he had taken a trir-
to London in the courfe of the w'mter, an . had
concerted the plan of Operations with foffi'e of !
difafFecfed party . The month of February
pitched upon for this undertaking ; the tranfports
were ready, and the fleet intended to fuppoit them
was craifing in the channel from the Lizard to the
Downs, before the Britifh cabinet were fufficiently
roufed. Happily a violent ftorm that arofe, drove
afhore, deftroyed or damaged the tranfports, greatly
annoyed the French fleet, and nearly occafioned its
deftrucYion. In the mean while, Sir John Morris,
who with great difficulty had flipt out of Portf-
mouth, had found means to join the fhips that came
out from the river, and to affemble a fieet fuperior
to that of the enemy ■, but he was prevented by
wind and tide from coming up with them. The
Englifh coaft, however, was now fufficiently guard-
ed; all orders of men took the alarm, and expreiT-
ed fheir zeal for the reigning family [65] ; feveral
noblemen raifed regiments at their own expence, to
tmploy them in the fervice of their king and coun-
try• and the earl of Stair, together with the duke
of Marlborough, no longer remembered . their
caufes of complaint . They offered their fervices
to the king with great zeal, and were reinftated in
their former command, thus forgetting their ani-
mofities to unite their efforts againft their common
enemy.

But even at this very inftant a debate of lome
confequence arofe in the houfe of peers. The law
paffed 4n the reign of queen Ann , making it trea-

r t_ 1ionable
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1744. fonable to correfpond with the pretender , was, on
*'*"-—> account of this attempt , and of- fome difcoveries

that had been raade, moved to be extended to his
fon. A bill was palfed in confequence in the houfe
of commons, and when it camc before the lords,
the earl of Hardwicke propofed to revive a claufe for
continuing the forfeiture of titles and eftates upon
the pofterity of thofe who fhould be conviifted of
treafonable correfpondences, during the lives of the
two fons of the pretender, after the death of their
father. The duke of Bedford, the young lord
Hervey, and efpecially lord Talbot , warmly oppof-
ed the claufe, which was defended with great abi-
lity by the lords Cholmondeley, Ilchefter, and Car-
teret . The earl of Chefterfield took part with the
former. He fupported with great eloquence what
he called the caufe of future generations, as well as
of juftice and humanity. He availed himfelf of the
authority of bifhop Burnet, who, when the law of
forfeiture was paffed for Scotland in 1709, voted
againft it, and left it upon record that he did fo [66].
He endeavoured to fhevy the abfurdity of the pro¬
pofed claufe from political arguments , its iniquity
from moral principles, and its contrariety to funda¬
mental laws. " I hope," faid he, " to be heard
" with more attention, as I cannot be fufpefted of
" any private views, or imagined to fpeak from any" other motives than convidtion. I have no chil-
" dren to excite my tendernefs, or turn me afide
" from the moft rigid juftice . Thefe are times, in
" which it is no diminution of happinefs to refleft
" that the pleafures of a parent are denied, times
" in which it may be reafonably the defire of every
*' lord rather to leave behind him a good example
" than a numerous pofterity.—The reverend pre-
" lates are lefs interefted in the decifion of this great
Vqueftion than the reft of your lordftiips, fmce their

" titles



LORD CHESTERFIELD . SECT . IV.

" titles do not defcend to their pofterity, and there^
" fore if they oppofe this claufe, they can only op-
" pofe it from their perfuafton that it is abfnrd and
" unjuft. Bat you, my lords, whofe titles and whofe
" fortunes are hereditary, and who think it fome
" part of your happinefs that your poflerity will en-
" joy your honois—have ftül other reafons to influ-
" ence you to oppofition.You, my lords, whofe ho-
" nors are antient, and who derive fame and dignity
" from the acYions of your illuftrious anceftors, un-
" doubtedly defire to tranfmit thefe advantages to
" future generations. And you, my lords, whofe
" honors are lately conferred upon your families,
" rruft defire that they may, in time, obtain the
" fandtion of antiquity . But if this claufe fhould
" once be made a law, the exiftence of our noble
" families is at the mercy of every prince, of eyery
" minifter, of every informer—It will be no fecurity
" to be without guilt •, he only can imagine himfelf
" out of danger, who is without fortune—Let us
" not, my lords, make ourfelves-infamous to our
" pofterity, by bequeathing them a law, which muft
" keep them in perpetual alarms, and which will
" give wickednefs fo much advantage over virtue—
" Let us not break through all the rules of morality
" only to infure liberty—If we muft offer incenfe to
" the throne, let us offer it at our own expence,
" that pofterity may rather ridicule our folly than
" curfe our wickednefs ; and let us refolve not to
" proftitute the power, with which the virtue of our
" anceftors has invefted us, to the deftrucf ion of
" thofe, who, in time, will count us among their
" progenitors, but with this difference, that, as we
" may refleft with veneration and gratitude upon
" that courage and honefty by which we are enno-
" bled, they will mention with fhame and con-

" tempt
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1744. " tempt that cowardice and flattery with which they—ir—» " are enflaved." I could not refift the fatisfaftion

of tranfcribing thefe valuable fpecimens of Britifh
eloquence, and cannot help thinking, that even
Demofthenes himfelf would not have difowneci
them.

And yet if a Phocyon had appeared in the midft
of fuch an harangue, would not the Greek orator
have apprehended the pruning of his periods [67],as our animated earl muft have done the animad-
verüons of the more calm lord chancellor, who ana-
lyfed and anfwered his fpeech ? Ällowing him the
merit of oratory, he feemed to difpute with him
that of precifion and clofe reafoning. He demon-
ftrated the juftice of the forfeiture from the origin of
hereditary poffeflions; he referred its propriety to
the law of neceffity, fuperior to all other laws ; he
fhewed how much the love of our country ought to
be fuperior to all other motives, and reprefented
the ftrength of parental attachments as a guard
againft public offences. The praclice of all ages
and of every nation was likewife urged in defence
of the law, both by him and by the bifhop of Ox¬
ford (Dr. Secker). This prelate took pains to re-
concile the punifhment of fathers upon children
with forae texts of the old teftament , which had
been adduced againft it, and appealed to the au-
thority of the great Roman orator [68], an autho-
rity furely fuperior on fuch a point to that of bifhop
Burnet ! It is with peculiar fatisfacrion I obferve,
that this interefting debate gave rife to a moft ex-
cellent workentitled Some confiderations on the lawof
forfeiture for high treafon. This book, which was
writtetl and publifhed without the name of the au-
thor, a few months after the alarm of this French
invafion, is now well known to have been written

by
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by the noble fon of the great promoter of this bill, 1744-
whofe talents he poffeffed, whofe fteps he followed, v "
whofe honors he merited, and alas ! for too fhort a
tirne attained [69].

As our earl had been happy enough to form early
conneftions with men of fuperior parts, abilities, or
virtues, he every year experienced the regret of be-
ing deprived of fome of his friends. His attach¬
ment to Mr. Hammond has been already mentioned.
This gentleman, for whom he had procured a feat in
parliament[70], died in the courfe of this winter.
Lord Chefterfield was greatly affe&ed with his lofs,
and teftified his regard and efteem for this amiable
companion and poet, by taking care of what he
left behind him, his Delia and his works. Thefe,
confifting of elegies written in the true ftyle of Ti-
bullus, had been intrufted to his care, and they
were publifhed by him, ennobled with a preface
expreflive of his feelings, and worthy of his pen [71].

Superior in parts, but not equal in fentiments,
died in the courfe of the fame winter the great Mr.
Pope. Lord Chefterfield, v/ho for many years had
enjoyed as confiderable a fhare in his intimacy as
any of his cotemporaries, and who, by having paffed
many days with him at his houfe at Twickenham,
had the beft opportunities of obferving him in his
private hours, did juftice to his memory on all occa-
fions. He confidered him as not inferior to Horace
[72], and imputed the afperity of his mufe to the
feelings of the poet, rather than to the natural dif-
pofnion of the man. On his part , Mr. Pope often
expreffed the high opinion he had of his noble friend.
Among feveral inftances I find the following upon
reeord. " Being one day in Company at lord Cob-
" ham's with a great number of perfons of diftinc-

" tion,
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1744. " tiori, who were fcribbling verfes on the glaffes, hd
— * " was defired by lord Chefterfield to oblige therri

" with a diftich ext empöre." " Favour me with your
" diamond, my lord," faid the poet, and immedi-
ately wrote on his glafs,

" Accept a miracle initead of wit,
" See two bad lines with Stanhope's pencil wrif."

A finer though equally fhort panegyricwas made of
him and of Mr. Pulteney by the fame hand [73],

" How can I, Pulteney * Chefterfield, forget,
" While Roman fpirit charms and Attic wit."

With thefe fefitiments, it is rather furprizing that he
fhoüld haVe omitted him in his will. 1 have been
informed that fome coolnefs had arifen between
them on account of the dutchefs of Marlborough,
whofe charafter , under the name of Atojja [74],
Mr. Pope was in vain folicited to fupprefs.

That celebrated dutchefs herfelf paid the great
debt to nature, the 1Sth of September, 1744, in the
85th year of her life. Her efteem for, and attach¬
ment to lord Chefterfield, were in her own manner
ftrongly expreffed in her will. She beftowed upon
him her beft and largeft diamond ring, together with
the fum of twenty thoufand pounds, and the rever-
fion of her Wimbledon ettate, on failure of the
Spencer family, " out of the great regard (he had
" for his merit, and the infinite obligations her grace
" received from him." She defired his lordlhip to
take upon him the care of fuperintending the hiftory
of the great duke of Marlborough, the writing of
which fhe committed to Mr. Glover and Mr. Mallet.
There is fomething fo particular in her grace's man¬
ner of expreffing her intentions with regard to that
work, that, I believe, the reader will not be difpleaf-

ed
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ed to find part of the article of her will relating to 1744.
it in a note [75]. '—

War was at length openly declared by the French
court againft the Britifh king and the Auftrian
queen; and to punifh the Dutch for what they had
done, as well as to deter them from doing more,
hoftilities were begun on their barrier. This ftep
was announced by the ambaffador Fenelon [76],
who, in taking leave of the States General,-declared
to thern his mafter's difpleafure, unlefs they irame-
diately abandoned their allies, and accepted of a
neutrality. They demurred , took a middle way
between war and peace, and, in the mean while,
the French king himfelf, at the head of one hundred
thoufand plenipotentiaries, appeared on their fron-
tiers. As no preparation had been made, two or
three of the ftrongeft towns were taken almoft
without refiftance. Thefe conquefts would probably
have been followed by many others, had not a fud-
den event put a ftop to this brilliant expedition for
this campaign. The paiTage of prince Charles of
Lorrain over the Rhine obliged the French to recall
a confiderable part of their army, in Order to defend
their own provinces. The confederates were now
much fuperior in Flanders ; and count Saxey with
an army not equal to half the number of their forces
[77], was reduced to the neceffity of a£ting upon
the defenfive. But the Commanders of the allied
army were too generous to take advantage of this
inequality. War was made againft the prime mi-
nifter much more than againft the enemy . The ge-
nerals, influenced by oppofite interefts, fpent their
üme in contentions with each other ; the Dutch
were irrefolute, the Auftrians unprepared . No ac-
tionw'as attempted , for want of harmony ; no fiege,

for
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1744. for want of cannon [78] ; and in thofe plains where
—v— Marlborough had gathered taureis, forage was now

collected, and contributions raifed [79].
Thefe dhTenticns in the miniftry extended their

influence on the Operations in the Mediterranean.
Two admirals, each chofen by one of the parties,
were fent out together, with a fuperior force, to block
up the united fleets of France and Spain. It was
previoufly known that they could not agree ; and it
was even fufpedfced, that one of them would not

-aflift the other. The event of the action near Tou-
lon proved the juftnefs of thefe fufpicions, and the
fatal efTeds of pique and refentment. The fubfe-
quent trials of the admirals at home fhewed equally
the effects of favour and partiality. The Comman¬
der who fought was difgraced, againft the inclina-
tions of the king ; and, notwithftanding the ciamors
of the nation, the cautious one was acquitted.

The king of Pruffia did not care to traft any
longer to a miniftry, the majority of which were far
from being zealous in bis caufe. Apprehenlive for
bis own conquefts, if once the queen of Hungary
were enahled to crufh her other enemies, and en-
raged that his interceflion in favor of the unhappy
head of the empire had been defpifed, he thought
proper to employ more powerful folicitors• and, by
his feafonabie diverfion in Saxony and Bohemia.,
forced prince Charles to repafs the Rhine, and fly to
the defence of his fifter's dominions. This fatal fiep
turned the fcale on the fide of the French, and put
into their hands the fortune of the war.

Lord Carteret, being thus difappointed in his
extenfive projefts , could no longer maintain hi&
ground againft the efforts of thofe whom he defpifed-
The people, who had hithe/to only experienced an

increafe
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increafe of taxes from what was calied the drunken
adminiftration, eafily yielded to the infinuations of
his enemies, and the fovereign was obliged to facri-
fice the only man he confided in, to private jea-
loufies and to public clamor.

A treaty had been for fome time negociating be~
tween the old part of the miniftry and the members
of the oppofition; but it was not concluded before
the clofe of this year. It was calied the coalition, or
broad-bottom treaty. Lord Chefterfield, who was at
the head of that party, had long declared for an
honorable peace •, or, tili that could be obtained,
for an exclufive exertion of Britifn forces on that
element where they are truiy formidable. On this
principlea league was formed betwecn the two par-
ties, to drive out the minifter, who was looked
upon as their common enemy. This was a matter
of no fmall difficulty. Lord Carteret had got pof-
felTion of the royal ear ■, and the only way to efTecl
it was to perfuade the king, that his favorite mea-
fures would be purfued, and carried on with greater
efficacy, by minifters of a more populär caft. Lord
Chefterfield was propofed as being equal to the ob-
noxious minifter in his political knowledge of the
interefts of princes, and as the moft likely perfon
to prevail with the States to join heartily in the
common caufe. Neceflity alone could induce
George II. to employ a man whom, for a number
of years, he had been taught to confider as his per-
fonal .enemy [80], and whom, in return , he had
nottreated as a friend. He had, however, no great
objecYion to avail himfelf of the earl's intereil in
Holland, and was even Willing to fend him from
thence, as lord lieutenant, to Ireland, if for no
other reafon, to keep him ftill at a diftance. BatVol . I, K he
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1744. he wanted to make the admiffion of the earl intö
—"v ——' the cabinet a reward for fervices rather than a con-

dition of his being employed ; and perfifted in de-
■» laying, at leaft for a time, to receive him into the

clofet. Lord Chefterfleld peremptorily infifted upon
both thefe circumftances. The audience was ac-
eordingly granted ; but the monarch, ever fuperior
to diflimulation, received him with great coldnefs.
Tou have received your inflruclions, my hrd, were the
only words which he fpoke, in anfwer to the earl's
application to be honored with his majeity's com-
mands. This is not the only inftance, in this reign,
of a fubjedt's forcing his way to his mafter, and
obtaining or recovering his favor.

Thus was lord Chefterfleld, after an oppofition
of ten years to public meafures, called upon once
rnore to take a part in adminiftration. Admitted
on his own terms, änd without being obliged to
facrifice either his friends or his principles, he had
the fatisfaction of being called by the voice of the
nation : and while one part of Europe dreaded the
Influence of fo able a negociator, the other loudly
exprelTed the higheft fatisfadion at fo judiciousa
choice. To fhew how far he was able to anfwer
?he great expedtations univerfally entertained of
him, will be the fubjeä: of the following fedion.

h
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S E C T I O N V.

JL HE Commonwealth of the United Frovinces 1745.
had hitherto avoided to aft as principals in the pre -̂ ^—"v—
fent difpute. They had fhewn an equal reluftance
to abandon the queen of Hungary , and to com-
mence hoftilities againft the French king. Faithful
to their great De Witt 's maxims, they had enjoyed
peace amidft tlie tumults of war ; and, confidering
the commotions of their neighbours as fo many opportuni-
ties for them to enlarge their trade and increafe their
wealth, they feemed little inclined to drop the fubßance,
in order to catch at aßadow [1].

This irrefolute condudl had expofed them to
fome inconveniencies. Roufed to acYion by the
reprefentations of their own as well as of Englifh
patriots [2], and awed into fubmiflive tranquillity
by the eloquence and menaces of French agents,
they were forced to take fome ambiguous lteps,
iinfatisfaftory to one of the parties, and unpleafing
totheother . They granted fome fubfidies to the (
late emperor's daughter, but thofe were given
flowly, and with a fparing hand. They increafed
the number of their troops, but employed them
chiefly to fupply the deficiencies of the Auftrians
in their own barrier towns ; and thofe of their corps

K 2 which
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1745- which had taken the field the year before, were
' '̂ ~̂ J cautioufly kept from coming into attion.

The earl of Chefterfield had been too well ac-
quainted with the principles of Dutch politics dur-
ing the courfe of his firft embaffy in Holland, to
believe that fo cautious a people could eafily be in-
duced to defert them. He knew that to be fafe was
their firfi concern, and tobe rieh theirfecond. Indeed
he was fo far converted to their fyftem, that he
adopted it in great meafure for his own country,
and made no fcruple openly to declare, that except
when the Dutch barrier is in danger, it can never
be the interefi of this nation to enter into a land
war [3] .

This , indeed was now the cafe. The invafion
of the Low Countries by the French itruck terror
into the different orders of the ftate. The Dutch
mob, not unlike other mobs, and perhaps ftill lefs
manageable, when excited by wild enthufiafts and
artful demagogues, exclaimed that their rulers
were lulled by French influence, or perhaps by
French gold. The exhaufted ftate of the public
treafure, the ruinous condition of the fortifications,
the emptinefs of the magazines, the neglect of the
military difeipline, the inexperience of the officers,
and the weaknefs of the adminiftration, had reduced
the republic to the ftate in which it was in the year
1672, when Lewis XIV. fubdued four of the pro-
vinces ; and, as the caufe was the fame, to wit, the
want of a chief, fimilar confequences were juflly
appreheiided, and the farrie remedy defired and
pointed out.

This eritical fituation had long been forefeen by
lord Chefterfield. He had warned his countrymen
repeatedly not to perfift in meafures ealculated to

ferve
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ierve a foreign intereft. As thequeen of Hungary • 1745-
had unexpectedly been reftored to the beft part of Ks~v-*-J
her hereditary poffeßions, he judged it inexpedient
to contend for the reft. All further fchemes for her
aggrandifement were treated by bim as chimerical
and deftruclive. He thought an equivalent for Sile-

fia was to be looked upon as the moß romantic of all the
fiate Quixotifms of thefe ghiixot times[4], and wiflied
to fave his country from the reproachof being the
wlnd-mill-fighter of Europe [5].

As our earl's ideas were fo well known to the old
minifters, the refolution of fending him over to
Holland, in order to defeat prejudices fo deeply
rooted, muft at the firrt view appear extremely
abfurd. But two ends were to be anfwered, from
his undertaking fo difRculta negotiation, The firft
was to reprefent his lordüiip's acceptance of that em-
ploy as an argument that he had undergonea political
regeneration, and that he -was not only fatisfied with his
majeßfs meafures, but ready to further them to the ut-
mofl of his power [6] .

The fecond was to be enabled to convince their
fovereign that what fo populär a minifter could not
accomplifli, was really impraclicable, and by de-
grees to induce him to adopt true national meafures
from the impoflibility of purfuing any other [7].

The new ambaflador arrived on the 1Ith of Ja-
nuary at the Hague ; where he was to meet with
the aififtance of Mr. Trevor , the prefent lord Tre-
vor, who was then his majefty's envoy extraordinary
and plenipotentiary with the States General . As he
was to ftay there but a fhort time, he did not take
a great number of attendants with him, nor any
companions but his friends Mr. Mallet and Mr.
Dayrolles, in whom he expedied and found an
agreeable fociety, as well as ufeftü afliftance.

The
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I745-' The credentials givcn to the carl, expreffed his

■y"v-v-' majefty's defire that the States might be induced to
unite their forces and interefts in the fupport of the
common caufe ; and he was authorized to concert
with their minifters and generals, as well as with
thofe of the other allies, the proper meafures to be
purfued, in order to obtain as fpeedily as pofliblea
good and folid peace, by carrying on the war with
vigor,

The plan laid down in the ambaffador's inftruc-
tions was ftridtly followed by him ; and, were the
account he is faid to have written of his embafly
ever to fee the light, it would appear how earneft
he was to obtain frorri the Dutch what he beiieved
they ought , and perhaps wifhed they would refufe.
He prefTed them to come roundly into the war, and
ftipulated with them the proportion of the fubfidies
and troops to be furnifhed by each fide.

The Spanifh ambaffador, the marquis de St. Gil,
but efpccially the abbe de la Ville, who fucceeded
the marquis de Fenelon as French minifter at the
Plague, did not fail to oppofe lord Ghefterfield in
the courfe of his negociation. The abbe was in
every refpecl an antagonift worthy of him ■, and his
lordfhip has given fo lively an account of the man¬
ner in which he endeavoured to carry his point,
notwithftanding his competitor's efForts, that I fliaü
not fcruple to infert it in a note [8] .

Philanthropy, however, and true policy, were
itronger in the earl's breaft than the defire of fuc-
ceeding in his warlike negociation. He held up the
olive brauch at the fame time that his duty obliged
him to fpirit up the Dutch to gather laureis. He
tried to inducethe minifters of the contending pow-

s to bring their refpective courts to terms of ac-
commodation,
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commodation, if an honorable peace were propofed ; 1745-
and he feems afterwards to have done Rill juftice to ' *
abbe de la Ville, in fuppofing .that thefe were ljke-
wife his real fentiments [9].

Unforlunatejy feyeral caufes eoncurred in render^ •
ing their joint efforts inefFedtual. The two parties
which diyided the republie were, from dirferent mo-
tives, equally averfe from peace. Fear deterred
the one, and intereft jnfjuenced the other. The re-
publicans, already fufpedted of having betrayed
their country to the French [10], were apprehenfive
of being made the vi&ims of an ineenfed people, if
they confented to an ignominious defertion of the
common caufe. The ftadtholder on the other hand
rejecled all ofFers, even of an advantageous pacifi-
cation, which would have overturned their fchemes,
and retarded the elevation of the prince*of Orange,
But the circumftance which more effeftually ob-
ftrufted the wifhed-for reconciliation was the death
of the emperor Charles VII. Grief and difappoint-
ment put an end to his life, the very day that the
ämbaffador fet out from London; This event, to-
gether with the quadruple alliance concluded at the
fame time, and the attack made upon the Hanove-
rian tenitories by marfhal Eelleifle, opened a new
fiejd of enterprize to the fanguine projedors of both
nations. The wild fchemes of humbling both
France and Pruffia v/ere refumed with rather a better
profpeft of fuccefs•, efpecially after the young duke
of Bavaria's treaty with the queen of Hungary had
fecured to her a body of auxüiary forces, a majority
of votes in the êlecloral College, and the reftoration
of the imperial dignity to her family by the eleftion
of her hufband.

Thus pulhed on by the current, lord Chefterfield
fucceeded beyond the expedtations of thofe who fent

him.
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x745- him. The ftates, indeed, refufed to declare war, but
""*» ' they agreed to carry it on. They promifed, upon

paper, to maintain 50,000 men in the field, befides
10,000 in their garrifons. The mercanüle fpirit
manifefted itfelf in fettling the proportion of the
expences. But the ambaflador had orders not to
objedl to trifles•, and he pundtually obeyed. In-
ftead of the two fifths, which had formerly been de-
manded, one third of the old fubfidies, and only
one fourth of the new ones, was now accepted.

In the principal article our earl gave great fatis-
faftion to his royal mafter, The duke of Cumber-
land, already put at the head of the Britifh forces,
was by the ambafTador's induftry appointed Com¬
mander in chief of the confederate army [ 11]. This
appeared as if the Dutch were in earneft ; and yet
perhaps they only complimented a foreign prince at
the expence of their own. The young duke was
defervedly the favorite of a brave people, as well as
of their king. Firft of the Hanover line born in
England , he had fhewn himfelf at Dettingen worthy
of the title of a Britifh prince, and pofTeffed all the
military ardor of his father. But thefe very circum-
ftances, joined to the fuperiority of his rank, which
put him above the controul of a colleague [12],
muft even then have alarmed,confiderate people.
They muft have been fhocked to fee that with infe¬
rior forces he was fuffered to encounter the ableft
general of the age, placed at the head of an army
exerpifed in many eampaigns, and fighting under
the eyes of their king. I know that, nearly under
the fame difadvantages, the fon of Edward III. de-
feated a French army, and made the king his pri-
ibner. But the Commander of that army was not a
marihal de Saxe ; and men fuch as the black prince
are feldom met with more than once in the annals of
any nation.

As



LORD CHESTERFIELD . SECT . V. HS
As the great fuperiority of the French troops over 1745.

thofe, with which the duke entered the field, was *—v—
fufficiently known, a defenfive campaign might
have been moft eligible, at leaft tili a frefh fupply
of auxiüary Forces could be procured. But this by
no means fuited with the difpofition of the young
general. The plan which the king and his minif-
ters had fettled at St. James's, and which the Eng-
lifh ambaflador was inftrucled to communicate to
the refpeclive Commanders at the Hague , was to
wait only tili the French were engaged in a hege,
and then to attack their divided army [13].

This projecl might have fucceeded, had the ine-
quality been lefs, or the fecret better kept. But
the enemy were apprifed of the defign, and had
with great fkill prepared to render it ineffectual
Their lines were made almoft inacceflible by the
art of their engineers, and impregnable as well as
deitru&ive by their artillery. Such notwithftanding
was the intrepid behaviour both of the national and
elecloral troops ; fuch was the gallantry of the royal
chief [14], that the iflue was like to have been as
glorious as it proved fatal to the confederates.
Their formidable column, intrepid and unfhaken,
had driven the whole force of the enemy, and there
remained only a fmall referve to encounter, much
inferior to a body of eight thoufand Hanoverians,
which had unaccountably been difmifled [15].
But this referve, confifting chiefly of Irifh regiments
[16], was fufficient to repel the laft efforts of men,
led for the third time to deftruftion , thinned by
the enemy's cannon, wearied out with the flaughter
they had made, and retiring with this confolation,
>f.tt could be one, that they yielded the palm to
their own countrymen.

Had this fatal event, convincing as it was that no
good could be expefted from the continuation of

the
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1745. the war, produced the fame effe£t upon the fan-

guine monarch and his temporizing minifter as it
did upon lord Chefterfield, the nation perhaps
would have profited by the difappointment.
France, efpecially after the lofs of Cape Breton, was
fufficjtently difpofed to balance accounts. It was
not her intereft that the king of Pruflla fhould ag^
grandize himfelf, even at the expence of the houfc
of Auftria. To maintain an equilibrium be-
tween thefe two powers, fhe was ready to favour
the elecTion of the grand dtike of Tufcany to the
imperial dignity. The other points in difpute.
might eafily have been adjufted, and the contend-
ing powers would all have been benefited by a cef-
fation of hoft'üities. The elevation of a ftadtholder
would ftill have taken place, but in a more fecure
and lefs tumultuous manner . The wealth, the
ftrength, the honor of the Britifh nation would no
longer have been facrificed to foreign interefts, the
rebellion would not have enfued, or at ieaft would
not have remained fo long uncrufhed , and one
ufeful leflon would have faved the repeated mortifi-
cations of fucceeding campaigns.

Lord Chefterfield had long wiftied for an oppor-
tunity of rewarding the fervices of his chaplain ; and
this opportunity oflfered while he was at the Hague.
A vacancy having happened in the bench of bifhops
in Ireland, lord Chefterfield wrote to lord Harring-
ton who was then with the king at Hanover, re-
commending doftor Chenevix to the vacant fee.
He received a polite anfwer, rejecTng in civil terms
the recommendation. Lord Harrinoton at the fame

■ '. ., . f . . .. . j o ■- ■*
time affured lord Chefterfield, that his Majefty
would accept of any other perfon he fhould name,
and therefore advifed him to lock out for another
bifliop ; to vdiich lord Chefterfield replied, that he

begged
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begged his lordfhip would defire the king to look out 1745-
for another lord lieutenant. The reply had its ef- 1 *
fedt; dodlor Chenevix was made bifhop of Killa¬
loe, and a few months after tranflated without op-
pofition to the fee of Waterford.

The bufinefs of the embafly being finifhed, the
earl received his frefh credentials, and took leave of
the ftates general, eight days after the battle of
Fontenoy. The difcourfe which he delivered on
this occafion, was a fhort, lively, and indirekt reply
to Fenelon's farewel fpeech. He defcribed the ad-
vantages arifing from the clofe union of the Britifh
and Dutch nations, an union not the effect of tran-
fient views or accidental jundlures , but the confe-
quence of their reciprocal and invariable interefts,
pointed out by their refpetlive fituations, and con-
firmed by the uninterrupted experience of almoft a
Century. This was artful, as it recalled to the
ftates the dreadful effedts of their former diifentions,
and in particular the imminent danger which their
country had fo narrowly efcaped in 1672 ; a dan¬
ger which as it now again hung over their heads,
could only be avoided by adhering clofely to their
alliance with Great Britain. He likewife exprefled
his grateful regard for their high mightineffes, and
his attachment to the republic. The ftates, in re¬
turn to the ambalfador's profeffions, teftified in their
letter to his fovereign, their efteem for the talents,
abilities, and prudcnce, of fo eminent a negotiatorm

The early clofe of the feffion of the Britifh parlia-
ment this year, permitted the monarch to revifit his
eledloral dominions. Lord Chefterfield arrived at
his houfe in London the fame day that the king fet
out from Harwich, and was deprived of the honor
of delivering to him a verbal account of his embaffy.

It
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1745. It is a matter of doubt whether this was altogether

■*-v~ "> the effedt of chance ; but as his landing at Dublin
fome months after happened alfo the fame day that
the king arrived in England, it may be fufpefted
that neither of the parties was defirous of an inter¬
view as cold as the preceding had been.

The reprefentations, which his excellency made
to the regency [18], of the difpofitions of the
Dutch, and of the ftate of their affairs, were by no
means calculated to recommend a perfeverance in
meafures which they had agreed with him to dif-

' courage. But the-earl's colleagues had now altered
their notions ; nor could the further fucceffes of the
French in the courfe of this year, the four victories
of the Pruffian king, the advantages gained by the
Spaniards and their new allies the Genoefe in Italy,
nor even the alarms of the rebellion at home,
difturb them from their unaccountable fecurity.
Flufhed with the conqueft of Cape Breton [19],
and buoyed up with expeftations from new expedi-
tions, new negotiations and new fubfidies, they re-
ceived with coldnefs the propofals of the French
minifters at the Hague , for aflembling a congrefs,
and putting an end to the war. Inftead of availing
themfelves of the intelligence procured by the am-
baflador, and agreeable to their ftipulations of
making ufe of the füll power they had to bring
about a peace, they determined to continue the
war, and lord Chefterfield was prevented from
making any further remonftrances, by being oblig-
ed to fet out for Ireland, in confequence of the
breaking out of the rebellion in Scotland [20].

The fituation of domeftic affairs, indeed, was
Aich as to require the moft prudent management,
as well as moft vigorous exertion of power, in the

feveral
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feveral parts of the Britifh empire. England , 1745.
which was fuppofed to be out of reach of danger, 1- *—
was fuddenly itruck from a cloud thatfeemcd to be at
firfl no bigger than a man's hand[21]. The rebelü-
on that broke out about the middle of this year,
too much defpifed in the beginning, foon became
formidable from the weak efForts made to crufh it
proving ineffeftuaL

The landing of a young and daring adventurer,
the fudden and almoft total fubmiffion of Scotland,
the furprizing and routing of an Englifh army by a
handful of rebels, were the harbingers of ftill great-
er misfortunes. An undifciplined band of moun-
taineer6, hardened by their climate and their zeal,
were led on by a few ruined defperate chiefs, who
by a fudden invafion, attempted to fhake their
fovereign's throne. In their hopes of reinforce-
ments they were difappointed, but having feized
upon Carlifle, unaccountably unprovided, they as
unaccountably purfued their wonderful march to-
wards London. The weftern road being left
open to them, they did not fear to be overtaken by
marfhal Wade , who kept the eaftern •, and while
he flowly croffed the country to meafure the traft
they ran over, they nearly gave the flip to the more
alert duke of Cumberland . An univerfal alarm
was now fpread, and inftead of afking whether
the miniftry had any defign to extinguim the
rebellion, it came to be alked whether it was in
their power [22]. Every day gave rife to falfe re-
ports from the fecret well-wilTiers to the caufe, and
from the minifterial quarter [23]. Public credit
was afFefted, Jobbers were encouraged to advance
money at extravagant rates, and great men to
raife inaftive regiments at their own expence [24].
The attachment of the nation to the reigning line

of
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1745' of . princes, under whom alone their liberties and
l-*v~ ' religion could be preferved, was not more confpi-

cuous than their anxiety in being at once deprived
of thofe Meilings, and one hundred thoufand peo-
ple in arms dreaded the approach of eight thou¬
fand banditti, ill clothed, ill armed, and ill fed.
This crifis did not laft long. The rebels ftopped
at Derby, and as nothing had kept up their fpi-
rits but the celerity of the march, they no fooner
halted, but their courage failed them. Frefh di-
vifions broke out among the chiefs, the motley
crew could no longer be kept together at fuch
diftance from home, and they agreed in nothing
but in turning back. Their retreat was as expe-
ditious as their progrefs had been, they füll had
the good fortune to out-run the royal army, and
next year that of furprizing and putting to roüt an
unguarded general. But this flight ädvantage
accelerated their ruin. The duke purfued them
into the heart of their country. They were again
forced to fly before him, and being pufhed to the
northern extremity of the ifland Were in fight of
their own mountains completely defeated by him.

There was reafon to apprehend ftill greater
danger in Ireland. The ftate of government
there was more ünfettled, and civilization lefs ad-
vanced. Men deprived of their property , or ren-
dered uneafy in the poifeflion of it, were naturally
inclined to change. As it was obvioufly the inte-
reft of the pretender to tempt his fortune in that
ifland which had fo long fupported the king he
Lelaimed his defcent»from ; fo it was natural that he
fliould make a laft effort in the third kingdom,
after having been difappointed in the two former.
The number of his friends there was fuppofed to
be much more confiderable. A conftant inter-

courfe



LORD CHESTERFIELD . SECT . V.
courfe had fublifted between the defcendents of
the court at S. Germains, and the lrifh, who
from their conne&ion and prejudices, were inclin-
ed to the fame fide ; and the French were much
more at hand to affift them.

Far from being terrified by thefe unfavorable
appearances, lord Chefterfield fet out with great
alacrity for his government the iäft day of Äuguft.
But before he left England ? he was Willing to
fhew that he intended to govern by himfelf. The
office of principal fecretary is not only a place of
confiderable profit, but it is likewife attended with
confiderable power, when the lord lieutenant is
Willing to throw upon another the load of public
affairs. If the fecretary be capable and enterpriz-
ing, he becomes the principal, the governor is
eclipfed, and fhares only the odium, but never
the honor, of his fubftitute's management . Seve-
ral perfons of great abilities as well as experience
were accordingly propofed to the earl for that im-
portant office. But faithful to the rule he had
prefcribed to himfelf in his two embaffies, he re-
folved to make fuperior abilities no part of the
fecretary's qualifications. He liftened not to the
intimations of favorites and minifters, and even
refifted the infinuations of friendfhip which might
have determined his choice in favor of Mr. Mallet.
The gentleman he preferred was the late Richard
Lyddel, efq; member of parliament for Boffiney
in Cornwall. That gentlemen, he fays, in a let-
ter to his fon [25], was a very genteel fretty young
fellow, bat not a man of bufineß. This was the
circumftance which didated his choice, and on
the firft vifit his fecretary paid him, he told him,
Sir, you will receive the emoluments of your place,
butI will do the bufineß myfelf, being determined to
have nofirfl minißer[26].

In
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1745. In another inftance he likewife chofe to be fmgular
v»J and peremptory . He openly declared, that if,

during his ftay in Ireland, any perfon fhould make
a fuccefsful application to the king, for any place
in his majefty's gift, through any other channel but
his own, he would immediately throw up the lord
lieutenancy [27]. Confcious of his integrity, he
certainly was right in making this declaration, which
perhaps would neither have been decent nor eafily
attended to, if a man of lefs refolution and confe-
quence had at that time ventured to make it.

On his landing he found the high character he had
acquired, of the greateft fervice to him. In an ifland
efteemed not lefs boifterous than the dement that
furrounds it, he was particularly happy in quieting
and captivating the turbulent difpofition of the iii-
habitants ; and Cicero, whom he had conftantly be-
fore his eyes as an orator, became alfo the objetl of
his imitation in his government.

The Irifh parliament afiembled the 8th of Oc-
tober. His lordfhip opened the feflion in a man¬
ner becoming the reprefentative of a great king, ad-
drelling himfelf to a feeling people, with the autho-
rity of a ruler, and the affecYion of a father. His
difcourfe was admired [28], and the dignity as wel!
as gracefulnefs of his adtion was a great advantage
to it. Truth and virtue, as he faid of lord Scar-
borough, feemed to borrow his voice, and reafon.
fpoke the language of the heart. This gave fucha
weight to what he delivered that he gained una-
nimous praife and approbation. The auguft af-
fembly that heard him were convinced that they
might truit him* and that whatever power was
lodged in his hands by the king and by themfelveS;

nö
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110 other ufe would be made of it but what tended
to their fafety and happinefs.

A military Force and money are gerierally efteem-
ed the two principäl engines of government . The
one as well as the other are applied for, in times of
trouble, with earneftnefs and avidity, by timid br
covetous chiefs. Lord Chefterfield had other re-
fources. He knew, that the fewer wants he dif-
covered, the more certain he fhould be of finding
iüpplies in cafe of need •, and that the aflfeädöns of
the people being önce fecured, their perfons änd
purfes would be at his fervice.

The regulär troops then in Ireland amounted to
fo fmalla num.ber, that they were thought very in-
fufficient for the defence of the kingdom. Accord-
ingly, feveral perfons, for very obvious reafons, ad-
vifed that fourthoufand men fhould be immediately
raifed. Lord Chefterfield afted difTerently. The
Britifh cabinet were diftreffed; they continually
preffed him for afliftänce, and he confented to part
with four battalions to reinforce the duke's army.
Thefe troops, thus transferred from the Irifli tp the
Englifh eftablifhment, were afterwards replaced ±
but this was done, not by the expenfive iftode of
new regiments, which, from the difpofal of the
commiflions, would have enabted the governor to
oblige his friends, and increafe the number of h;s
dependents; büt by additional companies, in which
the officers children, who were deürous of it, were
prefented with enfigns commiflions, which he him-
felf figned by vir'tue of his majefty's royal figu ma-
nual for that purpofe.

The (linae principk of generofity direfted him .
bQth in his application for fuppliss, and in the man-Vol. I. L kix



- M E M • O 1 R S O F

her of raifing them. He afked for no more thäit
^ .607,080, and p'art of this fem was to be applied
to the-difcharge pf a former debt . It was propofed
to raife this fem by debentures, wbich would have
been loon filled, if all thofe whö.immediately of-
fered to febfcribe confiderable fems, bad found his
lordmip ready to receive them. He fofpedted, that
the hope of confiderable advantage was the motive
that made them ib preffing ; and upon enquiry he
found that thefe debentures already bore a premium
of . fix per cent. This would have been thoughta
very moderäte proflt in England . But lord Chefter-
field had the good of the peopie committed to his
care töo much at heart, not to endeavour to alleviate
their burthen. He took the refolution of trying to
borrow the money without paying intereft for the
firlt year ; and this ê periment , which had never
been attempted before, fuceeeded to his wilh.

A principal article of the expences was the buy-
ing of arms för the fervice of the provinces in cafe
of an invafion. It was computed that thirty thou-
fand firelocks and bayonets and ten thoufand broad
fwords would be neceffary, for the purchafe of
which fixty thoufand pounds had been voted. If
common contraäors had been employed, the mo-'
ney would have been Ipent, and perhaps the arms
would not have been good. Lord Cheßerfield
c'nofe to employ honefl as well as intelligent men,
and pitched upon two officers for that fervice. They
were ordered to infoecT: the arms,' and to accept of
none but after'having proved them. Mr, Chenevix,
brother to the bifhop, and lieutenant-colonel of the
carabineers, had the management of the arms made
at Dublin, and the other officer was fent to Bir¬
mingham for the fame purpofe. They both exe-

cuted
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cuted their commiffiön in a manner confiftent with
their charadter, and anfwerable to the noble em-
ployer's expedtations. There was no defecl in the
arms, and a faving in the expence of five and
twenty thoufand pounds. That fum was applied
to many public ufes, and in particular to the com-
pleting of the buildings in the caftle.

In a country, where a majority of the inhabitants
refufed allegiance from motives of confcience, it
might have been thought advifeable to exprefs a
deteftation of thefe rebellious principles, and a
diflike to thofe who avowed them. The prevaiiing
religion of the country was, with too much reafon,
looked upon as the nurfery of blind zeal, diiaflrec-
tion, and revenge. Though it had not the fame
number of followers as at the period of the revolu-
tion ; fince, inftead of five and thirty to one,
which they were then, the Roman catholics were
now fuppofed to be only five times more numerous
than the Proteftants ; yet fuch a difproportion was
alarming. Popery and jacobitifm were iuppofed
to be infeparable; and it was thought that the only
way to check the progrefs and prevent the fatal
confequences of either, was ftriclly to carry into ex-
ecution and inforce the penal laws enadted againftboth.

Lord Chefterfield could not poflibly have been
cenfured, had he conformed to the method prac-
tifed in the three kingdoms, and particularly at this
time in England. Upon the firit breaking out of
the rebellion, the private Popifh chapels in the me-
tropolishad been fearched for, and ordered tobe mut
up, proclamations were iflued to compel the priefts
to leave the capital, and the refraftory were impri-
foned and threatened with fevere punifhments . The

L 2 new
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new lord lieutehant did not want for advifers, who
preffed him to follow this example . His enlarged
notions of"humanity and true politics induced him
to purfue a different and much wifer courfe. He
allowed the Roman catholics the free ufe of their
religion, and far from attempting to fhut up their
places of worfhip, he rather wifhed them to con-
t'mue open ; and prevented any difturbance from
being given to thofe who reforted to them [29].
His view was to difcover whether the people of
that denomination remained in the kingdom, or left
it to go over to their fuppofed friends in Scotland.
To be informed of that material fad , he took care
to engage perfons to attend at their chapels and
fairs, and received with great fatisfaction affurances
that they were both as much frequented as ever. A
certain proof of the confidence they placed in his
promifes, and of their defire not to moleft govern-
ment . The deluded adherents to the exiled family
were treatedf with equal lenity and prudence . One
ofthem , a Roman catholic, who had an eftate in
the neighbourhood of Dublin , and was looked upon
as an agent to the pretender, was privately fent for
to the caftle. " Sir, faid ford Chefterfreld, I do
" not wifh to inquire whether you have any pai-
" ticular employment in this kingdom , but I
" know that you have a great intereft amongft
" thofe of your perfuafion. I have fent for youto
" exhort them to be peaceable and quiet. If they
" behave like faithful fubjedts, they fhall be treated
" as fuchj but if they adl in a different mannerl
" fhall be worfe to them than Crom well." Whe¬
ther he would have really been fo may be doübted;
but this converfätion, together with his watchful eye,
had fuch an effedl, that not one of them ffirred
during the whole time of the rebellion, and all the

informations
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mformations againft particular perfons were found
abfolutely groundlefs.

His efforts to remove prejudices, and maintain
harmony and benevolence, were feconded by
writers whom he encouraged to fupport the fame
caufe. Dean Swift was ftill alive, when lord
Chefterfield arrived, but reduced to a ftate of total
dotage and infenfibility, whieh one month after
ended in his death. This fhort interval was laid
hold of, to publifh under his name a new letter of
a drapier [30] to the good people of Ireland, and
particularly to the poor Papifts. It was fo much
in the dean's ftile, and was fo greedily received,
that it went through a variety of editions in a
month's time. Indeed the many ftrokes of wit and
humour that it contained, would induce rae to fuf-
pedt that his lordfhip had fome fliare in it.

Berkeley, the bifhop of Cloyne, employed him-
felf in the fame caufe, perhaps more ufefully than
in his recommendation of tar water, or in his dia-
logues againft matter. His letter to the Roman ca-
tholics of his diocefe was worthy of a Chriftian bi-
ftop. He endeavoured to diffuade his fellow Citi¬
zens and neighbours from falling into the fame
errors, which had been fo fatal to their fathers ; and,
appealing to their reafon, convinced them that their
fituation was as advantageous as they could wifli it.
to be, and that it would be the height of imprudence
to engage in a dangerous caufe, to which neither in-
tereft did invite, nor " confcience did oblige them."

Reafon never fpeaks in vain ; the moft hardsned
are infenfibly foftened by its voice. The Inüi
F' ie fts, fenfible of the gentlenefs of the prefent admi-
niftration, co-operated with their Proteftant bretb.ren
to maintain order and tranquillity. Their palloral

letters,
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letters, public difcourfes from the pulpit, and private
admonitions, were equally diredted for the fervice
of govemment.

The ill-grounded apprehenfions of the friends to
the prefent fyftem were not lefs to be guarded
againft, than the enterprifes of its enemies. This
was by much the moft difficult taik •, but lord Chef-
terfield was equally fuccefsful in encouraging the
former and difarming the latter. Ey conftantly ap^
pearing to be afraid of nothing [31], he fpread an
univerfal belief that nothing was to be feared, and
by the ridicule he threw upon the violent meafures
which were propofed to him, he manifefted his defire
of abitaining from them tili there was real danger.

In the mean while, he neglecled no precautions,
and prepared himfelf for all events [32]. If the re-
bellion had reached Ireland, he had taken the refo-
lution of commanding the army in perfon. Though
he was himfelf no foldier, he believed that he could
aflift with his counfels thofe who were. In a converr
fation which he had with his chaplain, he told him
that he would never fubmit to the pretender's
government , but play with him double or quits.
This , he faicl, was an expreffion which he borrowed
from the earl of Devonfhire, in anfwer to a meflage
which he received at his feat in Derbyfhire from king
James II. upon the landing of the prince of Orange.
That unfortunate monarch was weak enough to
ofFer him, that if he would be his friend, he would
remit the fine of thirty thoufand pounds fterhng laid
on him for having ftruck a perfon within the verge
of the court.

The Proteftants in general gaye on this occafion
uncommon marks of zeal. All of them were not

equally
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equally acceptable. Some great raen applied for
leave to raife regiments ; but this propofal was re- ■
jedled by lord Chefterfield. He thought it bur-
thenfome to the ilate, ufelefs in point of fervice,
and only ealculated to promote private views. No
man hated a job , and defpifed jobbers , more than he.

On a very difFerent footing were the affociations
formed by the proteftants of difFerent provinces,
and efpeeially of thofe which might have been molt
expofed to mfurreötions from within, or attempts
from abroad. To be armed, and ready for de-
fence, could at no time be improper ; and thofe
who, fenfible of the Wenings they enjoyed under a
fettled government, put themfel\res in a condition
to fight for what is moft dear to men, their laws,
liberty, and religion, muft at all times be an over-
match againft private incendiaries or audacious in-
vaders. This laudable fpirit difplayed itfelf and
was encouraged in a particular manner in difFerent
parts of the kingdom. The county of Antrim alone
fumifhed upwards of thirty thoufand men ; and
the city of Dublin provided a regiment of horfe
militia confifting of fix thoufand men, three of foot
of two thoufand men each, befides feveral indepen-
dent companies, and a corps of three hundred men
volunteers[33].

As it was owing to the lord lieutenant's vigilance
and refolution that the French and Spaniards did
not attempt to land any troops in Ireland during
the time of the rebellion, it was likewife an efFecl
of his prudence and moderation that the horrors of
a civil war did not reach that country . Diftin&ions
of parties feerned to be abolifhed, and animofities
to be forgotten as well as prejudices and fufpic'tons,
Religion became what it ought to be, a bond of
union inftead of an inftrument of difcord , fuperfti-

tion
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1745. tl0n was enlightened , and fanaticifm difarmed.V-nr — Hence a phenomenon took place, not often beheld

in times of tranquillity. Proteftants and Roman
catholics, natives and ftrangers, well-wifhers and
enemies to the pretender , all alike influenced by the
example of their benevolent governor, indulged,
refpe&ed, and would have loved one another, if
he had continued a longer time among them.

It is the province of hiftory to perpetuate the
iranfactions of an adminiftration, which it will ever
be the intereft of future lord lieutenants to imdy
and to Imitate, Unprovided as we are with fuffici-
ent materials, we muft content ourfelves with men-
tioning a few detached fa€ts and general obferva-
tions, which have been tranfmitted to us [34].

Lord Chefterfield, on his arrival in Ireland, found
himfelf obftrufted in his defire of rewarding merk
and public fervices. The reverfion of places grant-
ed by his predeceffors to their friends left him but
little to beftow. He refolved not to give the fame
reafon of complaint to his fucceflbrs. He accord-
ingly never would grant any reverfion ; and even
refifted the folicitations of a perfon for whom he had
a particular regard ; being determined, as he told
one of his friends, to leave the kingdom with clean
hands in every refpecl.

He thought the only honeft and eftectual methods
to be employed with regard to Roman catholics,
were good ufage, fupperting the charity fchools,
and adhering öriftly to the gavel acl; [35], The
popifh religion and influence could not, he faid
[36], be fubdued by force, but might be undermin-
ed and deftroyed by art, Slight of hand was necef-
fary rather than a heavy. hand. He therefore wilhed

that
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that the law by which papifts are reftrained in Ire-
iand from purchafing land was annulled. Ey that
indulgence he believed that their money would bc
kept in the kingdom, the government would have
the ftrongeft pledge of their fidelity, and fooner or
later the eftates would revert to proteftants.

A public regifter of popifh priefts, with a limi-
tation of their number, had engaged his thoughts,
but he feared that it would be impoflible to get the
confent of parliament. He found that the raera-
bers were ftill too much blinded by prejudices of
feft-animofity to treat the fubjecl of popery with
temper and moderation. The late lord Clanbrazil
however, fome years afterwards, brought into the
houfe of lords a bill of the like nature ; but lord
Chefterfield's fufpicions were verified ; the bill was
firlt clogged with unjuft claufes, and afterwards re-
jedted.

Among the alterations which he propofed, that
which he had moft at heart was to difpenfe all pa¬
pifts from taking the oaths of fupremacy and abju-
ration, which no real papift could take ; but to
fubftitute to thefe the following folemn form of an
oath of allegiance.

" I A. E. duly confidering the facred nature of
" an oath, and the horrible crime of perjury, which
" by all religions in the world is juftly abhorred as a
" moft damnable fin, do moit fmcerely promife
" and fwear that I will be faithfül and bear true alle-
" giance to his majefty king George the fecond, fo
" help me that great and eternal God, who knows
" my inmoft thoughts, and whom I now moü fo-
" lemnly call upon to atteft the truth of them."
The perfon taking fuch an oath his lordfhip would
have obliged to recite it diftinclly and deliberately,

and
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1745. and not be allowed to mutter it over in the indeccnt
~^ ~-̂ J manner in whichoaths are generally taken [37].

If his lordfhip had returned to Ireland, he would
have ordered new barracks to be built in thofe parts
of the kingdom which are not amenable to the laws
of the country. By this provifion he wilhed to make
the inhabitants know that there is a God, a king,
and a government [38].

No perfon in fo high a ftation was ever more eafy
of accefs. His door was open generally from nine
in the morning to three in the afternoon, to any one
who requeiled an audience. Nobody appeared in
fear before him, none retired difcontented. His
manner of granting favors added to their value;
and his refufals were foftened with engaging marks
of concern. Where he eould redrefs, he did it
fpeedily, and was partieularly ready to affift the
weak againft the oppreffions of the ftrong [39].

Düring his lordfhip's refidence at Dublin , refpeft
for the dignity of his office as viceroy prevailed over
his natural propenfities as a man .—No Pharaoh ta¬
ble, or high gaming of any kind, was permitted at
the caftle ; he entirely abolifhed the perquifites of
the groom-porter, and, to make it up to an officer
on the half-pay who had the place, he procured a
penfion of fixty pounds for his daughter, and gave
his fon a commißion in the army.

One day at his levee he obferved an officer with
fears in his face. He found upon inquiry that he
was a captain on half-pay, and a perfon of good
characler. The fears, he likewife was informed,
were the honorable marks of wounds reeeived in his
majefty's fervice. A noblernan of his benevolence
wanted no further recommendation ; and the firft

opportunity
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opportunity that offered he gave a Company to that
brave man.

The pay of the officers of the yeomen of the
guards having been reprefented to him as infuffici-
ent, it was raifed at his folicitation. But no one had
fpoken to him in favor of the private men r whom
however he thought equally intitled to an augmen-
tation. One evening, as he returned to the caftle,
attended by fome of the yeomen, called in Dublin
battle axes, he told one of them, I fuppofe you have
heard that the pay of your officers has been raifed.
Why don't you apply to fome of your friends to
fpeak to me in your favor f" Upon their anfwering
that they had no friends, he aiked them, what do
you think of me ? I am fure you deferve an increafe
as well as your officers, and I will be your friend.
He accordingly foon afterwards raifed their pay.

He procured, unafked, the title of earl of Blef-
fington to lord vifcount Montjoy, in confequence of
the fteady attachment of that family to the proteft-
ant intereft. Lord Montjoy's lady, who was an
heirefs of a diftinguifhed family, and greatly attach-
ed to an only fon a moft promifing youth [40],
was very much furprifed when he complimented
her on that occafion. He likewife procured the
fame diftindtion for two other vifcounts, viz. for the
late lord Tyrone father to the prefent earl, and for
lord Grandifon.

Soon after lord Chefterfield's return from his firft
embafTy in Holland, Dr . Berkeley prefented him
with his Minute Philofopher, which was juft then
publifhed, and met with uncommon approbation,
His lordfhip efteemed the author ftill more than the
book; but no intimacy fubfifted between them.
When he came to Dublin, with the power as well
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as defire of rewarding merit, he embraced the firft
opportunity of fhewing his regard for fo refpeäable
a charatter, and accordingly made an offer to the
do&or of changing his bifhopric of Cloyne for that
of Clogher, which was of a much greater value.
This confideration had no influence upon a philofo-
pher, who had nothing little in his compofition. He
could not bear even the fufpicion of having been
bribed to write in favor of government, and there-
fore declined the exchange.

The moft diftinguilhed perfons in Ireland for their
talents and merit were thofe with whom lord Chef-
terfield was the moft intimate. He ufed chiefly to
confult the lord chancellor Jocelyn, Dr . Stone then
bifhop of Derry, and afterwards through his interpo-
iltion raifed to the primacy, Anthony Malone prime
ferjeant, Sir Richard Cox, lord chief juftice Single¬
ton afterwards mafter of the Rolls, Mr . Fofter now
lord chief baron, and efpecially Dr . Edward Synge
bifhop of Elphin. He entertained the higheft opi-
nion of Dr . Synge's integrity and abilities, and
from motives of regard for him promoted his bro-
ther from the archdeaconry of Dublin to the fee of
Killaloe. A perfon having told lord Chefterfield
that the public was at a lofs to know by what in-
tereft he had been made a bifhop, his anfwer was
becaufe he thought his brother the bifhop of Elphin
deferved two bifhoprics.

There was no oppofition raifed in either of the
houfes of parliament during lord Chefterfield's ad-
miniftration. A fmall flame only was kindled in
the houfe of commons juft before the clofe of the
feffion, which was foon extinguiihed. As this tri-
fling difpute had been raifed by the mafter of the

Rolls,
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Rolls, the lord lieutenant fent for him, and after 1746.
having heard what he had to Tay in vindication of ^
his condudt, " Malier," faid his excellency, " you
" muü do the king's bufinefs, or be turned out of
" your employment, and if you are, I fhall not do
" with you as they do in England , for you fhall
" never come in again as long as I have any pow-
" er." The mafter finding the lord lieutenant
fo peremptory, was glad to fubmit. If his poft had
become vacant during the time of his adminiftra-
tion, he intended to have procured it for Mr. An¬
thony Malone ; but to have obliged him to affift
the lord chancellor as the mafter of the rolls does
in England, vvhereas in Ireland the place is a
mere fine-cure.

Though compliments, and efpecialiy in verfe,
beftowed upon perfons in high ftations, are feldom
to be depended on, yet when they come from
different quarters, and particularly when they ex-
prefs the language of the heart, and remain uncon-
tradifted, even though nothing more is to be feared
or expefted from thofe to whom they are addreff-
ed, truth may be gathered from them. The Irifh
mufes were very fruitful in their produ6tions in
praife of lord Chefterfield while governor of Ireland,
as well as of the countefs [41] ; and, it would be
equally difficult to enumerate them, and to point
out the beft. One of the fhorteft may be feen in
the note [4.2] ; and, if I am not miftaken, the ode,
which was infcribed to his lordfhip on his receiving
the feals of fecretary of ftate in England, may not
be thought unworthy of the place which I have
given it in the appendix.

What has been faid of verfes holds equally good
rn regard to common dedications, the value of
which is exaclly in an inverfe ratio to what the

aüthors
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1746., authors receive or expedt for their panegyric,
—v-*-J The following addrefs, therefore, by the contrary

rule, may claim an exception. It came from Mr.
Prior, a geritleman who had an eftate of about
£ . 500 a year, and, what is preferable to any
eftate, a communicatiye difpofifion whhout anv-
felfim views. Lord Chefterfield ofFered him an em-
ployment , but he refufed it, faying that he 'wanted
nothing, and would not accept of any thing. As
he had every fcheme at heart, which he thought for
the advantage of his country, and was an intimate
friend of bifhop Berkeley, he caught his enthufiafm,
and became a public advocate in favor of tar-water.
To the narrative of cafes which he publifhed this
year, he prefixed a dedication to the lord lieutenant.
Sucha man might be miftaken in his opinion of me¬
diane , but could not be bribed in favor of any per-

fon ; and we may believe him, when he gives toa
nobleman whom he refufed for his patron, a head
to difcern, and a heart to apply ; when he holds
forth to pofterity his adminiftration as founded on a
thorough knowledge of the interefts of the country;
when he reprefents his management as equally ge¬
neralis of his own, and frugal of the public trea-
fure ; and, laftly, when he owns himfelf at a lofs
which to admire moft, the true policy or the probi-
ty of the governor.

The phyfico-hiftorical fociety, eftablifhed two
years before at Dublin, with a view to make inqui-
ries concerning the natural and civil hiftory of the
diflferent cöunties in Ireland, in order to perpetuate
their antiquities, and to introduce ufeful improve-
ments, confulted their own interefts as well as the
public voice in elefting their new governor for their
prefident . He became their patron, encouraged
their purfuits, and received this year the firft fruits
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of their labours in the defcription of the antient and 1746.
prefeiit ftate of the county and town of Waterford , ~v'^
which was dedicated to liim by Mr. Charles Smith
the author. " The traft now offered to your lörd-
" fliip," fays the dedicator, " though buta defcrip-
" tion of a remote corner of the kingdom, may af-
" ford fome idea of the country, which, under your
" excellency's prudent adrniniftration, has the hap-
" pinefs to enjoy a ferenity at prefent unknown to
" the greateft part of Europe ; and it is not doubt-
" ed, but that, under your influence, fhe will be-
" come every day more and more an additional in-
" creafe of ftrength and honor to the neighbouring
" kingdom, which has fo long nourifhed and pro-" teäed her."

That thefe were the fentiments and expettations
of the whole nation, appears from the warm expref-
fions of all the public bodies, on the lord lieutenant's
preparing for his return to England, but efpecially
from the filence of envy, both at )hat time and ever
after. To be as much regretted when he quitted
his employment as he had been extolled when he
entered upon it, isa glory fingularly attached to the
earl of Chefterfield, whofe name Hill continues dear
to that grateful and refpedtable people. His buft
placed in the caftle does him the greater honor, as
it was fixed with public acclamations, and out of
part of the favings of the public money.

Truly fenfible of the nation's efteem, and confci-
ous that he defervedit,he took his leave of their repre-
fentatives in parliament, in a fpeech equally well ex-
prelfed and received as that which he made on their
firft meeting. Happy the man, who, fpeaking of
himfelf, is fure that the voice of the public will bethe echo of his own.

Upon
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1746- Upon Iiis leaving the country, he defired the lord
y""""J chancellor , the bifhop of Elphin, and the lord chief

juftice , to confider of any laws that might be for the
advantage of the kingdom, and to have them rea-
dy againft bis return.

Unfortunately for Ireland, that event never hap-
pened . Perfons of all ranks, denominations, and
religions, followed him with his lady to the water-
fide, to which he walked, and from which he pullicly
embarked . The bifhop of Waterford , who was
prefent at this pleafmg but melancholy proceffion,
expreffes in the moft feeling manner the univerfal
acclamations of the people, who praifed him, bleffed
him, and intreated him to return . But that return
became perhaps lefs neceffary, as the complete vic-
tory, which providence was pleafed to grant to the
Britifh army under the command of his royal high-
nefs the duke of Cumberland [43] at the battle of
Culloden, put a moft happy end to the rebellion,
and reftored quiet to both. iflands. Yet to a man of
lord Chefterfield's humanity , the fcenes which al-
ways attend a rebellion muft have been particularly
diftrefling.

The affairs of the continent were far from having
been amended by the diverfion in Scotland ; and
the new miniftry, though mafters of a fuperior inte-
reft in parliament, by no means enjoyed the confi-
dence of their fovereign. So little indeed was he la-
tisfied with their managementj that he had attempt-
ed to recall the difmiifed minifter, now become eari
of Granvilie, of whofe fpirk and abilities in Continen¬
tal affairs he entertained a much higher opinion than
öf thpfe of his ii\ra,ls. The earl fpoke the king;s
own language, and had done more for ths elec-
torate than even his predeceffor Walpole . But
thofe who had turned him out before were
ftill againft him, and by threatening to refign
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alltogether, obliged their mafter to part with bis 1746.
minifter, who kept the feals only three days [44]. —̂v—-

Before we confider the fhare whieh lord Chefter-
field had in the adminiftration, and take a view of
him as a ftatefman, after having attended him as a
negotiator and a governor, let us be permitted to
obferve him in the ftill more interefting characf er of
a father. Not having the happinefs of being bleffed
with a legitimate offspring, he had transferred all
his affeftions upon the natural fon before-mention-
ed, and endeavoured to render him worthy of the
name of Stanhope. While ftill a child, the care of
inftilling into his mind the rudiments of learning
and the principles of morality had been committed
to a French clergyman belonging to the fame cha^
pel, which his own preceptor had enjoyed [45].
That clergyman's gentlenefs of manners, and en-
larged way of thinking , highly qualified him for
fucha truft. The famous Mr. Maittaire was at the
fame time employed in teaching him Latin. Fiom
thefe two mafters every thing could be expecfed
except the graces. Thefe are not frequently found
at Weftminfter fchool, where young Stanhope was
fent by his father, and where he acquired a great
fund of clalfical erudition. All this time we behold
with pleafure his fond parent , amidft his important
funftions at Dublin, keeping up a conftant corre-
lpondence with him, exciting his induftry, enjoy-
ing his fuccefs, and mixing pleafantry with the moSt
endearing admonitions. " As lbon as I return to
" England, fays he in one of his letters [46], there
" is a book that I (hall read over very carefully, ä
" book that I publifhed not quite fourteen years
" ago : it is a fmall quarto, and though I fay it
" myfelf, there is fomething good in it, but at the
" fame time it is incorrecl:, and fo inaccurate that

Vol . I. M " I muft
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1746- u I rauft have a better edition of it publifhed,.whicri'— " I will carefully revife and correct. It will foon be

" much more generally read than it has been yet,
" and therefore it ig neceflary thät it fhould proäreu in lucetn multo emendatior."

Had lord Chefterfietd propofed to himfelf no other
view than to make Iiis fon fit for the middle, and
perhaps the more happy ftation of life, his fuccefs
would have been complete. But he wifhed to qua-
lify him for a more fhining fituation, or, to hazard
his own expreflion, to raife him upon a higher pe-
deftal than his figure would bear. The fcience of
the world is füll as necefTary as that of books for
fuch a fituation, and the young man, though not
imfävourably treated by nature, required the aflift-
ance of art. The penetrating eye of his father foon
difcovered to him his fon's deficiencies, and he im-
mediately refolved to feek abroad for the rernedy,
which he defpaired of finding at home. His view
Was to uröte what he never had met with before, in
any one individual, the folid 1-earning of his own
nation, and the eafe, manners, and graces, which
he thought were to be found no where but in France
[47]. The war did not permit him to "fend Mr.
Stanhope immediateiy to that great fchool of pc-
litenefs, and he wifhed to prepare him gradually for
thofe regions of tafte, by making him fpend a few
years in Germany and Italy. To preferve the in-
tegrity of hi-s heart untainted, and to cultivate his
mind, he put him under the care of Mr. Harte, 3
gentleman of Oxford [48], who had been recom-
mendedto him by his friend lord Lyttelton . That
gentleman certainly had none of the amiable con-
necling qualifications, which the eari wifhed in hi&
fon. But this was not all ; as neither the tafte, pro-
feflion,. nor indeed perfon of this new guide, would

güow
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allow him to attend his pupil in polite Company, i746-
he too often, efpecially in Italy, trufted him to his
young countrymen, who made him acquainted with
the worft. We have reafon to fufpeft that Mr.
Harte's partiality to Greek, Latin, German law,
and Gothic erudition, rendered him rather remifs
in other points. Whoever will take the trouble of
tracing the different fteps of Mr. Stanhope's educa-
tion, will perceive that this fundamental error in
the plan was the fource of all the future miftakes in
his condudt The graces efcaped, and fome at leaft '
of the virtues were loft.

A fevere fit of illnefs obliged lord Chefterfield to
have recourfe to the faculty, the profeffbrs of which
he alternately trufted and abufed [49]. Thanks
however, to them, and the Bath waters, he was
foon reftored to health.

The important fervices which his lordfhip had
performed, both in Holland and Ireland, had in a
great meafure removed his majefty's prejudices
againft him ; and the friend of his youth was likely
to recover his former afcendency over him. The
pleafures of private and focial life are feldom known
to kings. If any perfon could have infpired the
tafte of them to the monarch, it would certainly
have been a nobleman, not more diitinguifhed by
the brilliancy of his converfation, than by the en-
gaging fweetnefs of his manners. Äfliduous in pay-
ing his court at thofe hours when kings may fome-
times lay afide majefty and remember they are men,
and ready to feize any opportunity to divert and to
pleafe, he fometimes fucceeded in unbending the
brow of his mafter, and feducing him into a laugh
[50] ; an art of greater importance than is com-
monly imagined.

M 2 It
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It is therefore by no means furprizing that the fo-
vereign fhould have wifhed to draw near to bis per-
fon the poffeffor of that art, and it would be rnore fo
that the old-and prime minifter, as jealous of Iiis
power as a lover is of his miftrefs, fhould have con-
fented to fee him fo near the beloved objedt. But
the fear of another favorite Hill within call [51],
made him confent to fubftitute the only man who
could counterbalance a more unpopulär but more
dangerous rival.

Lord Harrington [52], fecretary of ftate for the
riorthern department , as the duke of Newcaftle was
for the fouthern, had long feit the inequality of this
affociation. Convinced of the ruinous tendency of
a land war under the prefent circumftances, he re-
fufed to ferve any longer with a colleague, who had
veered from peace to war [53], and kept him out
of the fecrets of his office. It may be doubted whe-
ther he wifhed that his refignation fhould be ac-
cepted [54], but the king took him at his word,
and preffed lord Chefterfield to accept of the fealsm
a manner which made a refüfal impoffible, even if
he had had no fecret view of preparing his fon for
the fame office[55]. Lord Harrington was appoint-
ed to fucceed him in the government of Ireland.

Thus was lord Chefterfield transferred from a
poft, where he enjoyed eafe, dignity, and profit [56]..
to one attended with great difficulties, and in the
prefent circumftances with danger . His inducement
to accept of this poft was noble : it was the motive
of a good Citizen, the hope of ferving his country,
and of faving a neighbouring fmking nation.

The ftate of the United Provinces was indeed
critical. Their barrier was pulled down, their fron-
tier laid open, their enemy preparing to overrurt

their
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their coimtry, their rulers divided, and their people ^ 1746'
more and more difiatisfied with them. A congrefs
for a peace had been aflembled at Breda, but from
the difficulties, which arofe among the plenipotenti-
aries, it was apparent that an accommodation was
at that time by no means defired by the Britifh and
Imperial courts.

Vigorous meafures might have been expetted to
be purfued by thofe who fhewed fo little inclination
to peace-, vigor howeverwas not to be expected from
them. The queen of Hungary , for want of an early
remittance of fupplies, could not fend the troops fti-
pulated for in time ; the Bavarians, too late engaged,
arrived itill later, and prince Cliarles of Lorrain, tha
Commander in chief, was expofed at Raucoux to the
attackof an enemy, who, by the fuperiority of num-
bers, knew how to fecure vi&ory [57].

Under thefe unfavorable circumftances, the news
of lord Chefterfield's having accepted the feals was
received by the States-General with the higheft fa-
tisfacüon. He had conftantly fhewn himfelf the
friend of the republic ; and though attached to the
interefts of the prince of Orange, was by no means
defirous of protrafting the war, in order to accele-
rate his elevation. This rendered the ariftocratic
party, which ffill held the rudder, equally happy in
the hopes that the concüiatory talents of the new
fecretary would be exerted in procuring a peace,
upon which'alone their country's fafety, as well as
their own, depended. I have before me a letter
from their principal minifter at the Conferences at
Breda to his lordfhip, which expreffed the ftate of
the republic and his reliance on the earl's efforts to
fave it, in fo ftrong a manner, that I hope the ex-
trafts from it, which I fhall infert in a note, will not
be unacceptable to my readers [58] .

The
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The plan of the next campaign had been fettledbefore lord Chefterfield came into the adminiftration.

The expedtations that were entertained of its fuccefs
were alledged as reafons not to liften to the terms of
accommodation repeatedly offered by France. The
ariftocratic party in Holland fent over baron Boetze-
laer, to inforce thefe propofals ; but he could not
prevail over the enthufiaftic fpirit of the times. His
royal highnefs the duke of Cumberland was to take
the field early with an army of one hundred and
forty thoufand men, fuperior by twenty thoufandto the utmoft force the French could collect. The
new fecretary of ftate was, much againft his will,
hurried away by the torrent into the very meafure
which he had moft oppofed. But he did not fail to
proteft againft it i and was aflured, that if this efFort
did not prove effeftual it fhould be the laft, and
the next offers which France or Spain might make,
fhould be forthwith accepted [59] .

Lord Chefterfield, however, was foon convinced
that it would be very difficult to fucceed in his great
objeft . His colleague left him fcarce a fhadow of
power. The difpofal of every place, the fecret
correfpondences abroad, the defertion of thofe
friends whom himfelf had introduced, all confpiredto convince him, " that all his art and addrefs,
" though diverfified into a greater variety of fhapes
" and colours than the Proteus of the poets was fup-
" pofed capable of alfuming [60] , would ftill be
f* infufficient to get the better of royal prejudices
" and minifterial verfatility."

But if his hands were to be tied, he was refolved
to preferve the ufe of his eyes. He availed himfelf
of the king's perfonal regard, and of his credit
with Mr. Pelham, to procure the nomination of a
reüdent at the Hague in whom he could confide.

This
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This gentleman was Mr. Dayrolles, whom we have 1747-
mentioned before [61]. From that intelligent and
faithful minifter's informations lord Chefierfield was
foon convinced of what he previoufly lufpecled, that
the bad management of the war wfcs ät leäft eqtiäl
the obftinacy with which it was continued.

In one particular the event feemed to anfwer the
promifes of the minifter. The national forces firft
took the field. They were made to quit their win-
ter quarters before the end of March, and were en-
camped by the middle of the following month. As
the fpring advanced, the year itfelf was not fo for-
ward as the expeclations raifed at home of their ex-
ploits. Unhappily the magazines had been fo much
negle&ed, that inftead of fnatching fome confidera-
ble advantage, the troops were forced to reft upon
their arms for fix weeks together, making war
againft the elements. This bravado, as well as the
vain attempt upon Antwerp, were treated with a
mortifying contempt by marfhal Saxe ; who, calm
and unmoved in his cantonments, faid, " when rny
" antagonift has fufficiently weakened his army, I
" will convince him, that the firft duty of a general
" is to provide for its prefervation [62]."

He ftri&ly kept his word ; and while his enemies
were hovering about in marches and counter-march-
es, detachments from his army, under Lowendahl
and Contades, made an irruption into Dutch Flan-
ders, took, almoft without refiftance, the .moft im-
portant fortreffes, and fubdued the whole province
in lefs than a month.

This ftep, it muft be owned, was more a proof
of fuperior generalfhip than of wife politics. In¬
ftead of forcing the Dutch to conclude a feparate
peace, and throw themfelves into the hands of

France,
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France, the people were roufed into Indignation and
fury. The magiftrates of the towns, "whom they
accufed of treachery [63], were difcarded; a ftadt-
liolder was tumultuoufly forced upon the States,
and the revolution, in favor of the prince of Orange,
was the work of a few days.

This event changed the face of affairs, and threw
a fudden damp upon the proje&s of the enemy.
If a rafh engagement had been avoided, agreeably
to the wifhes of the new ftadtholder [65], if the ac-
tion of Laufelt had proved fortunate, or even if a
fenfible ufe had been made of that defeat, this cam-
paign would have been the laft, and lord Chefter-
field would have had the fatisfa&ion of contributing
to the re-eftablifhment of the peace on a folid and
lalting bafis [66].

It is well known, that in the evening of that day
in which the gallant general Ligonier rifked his life
and loft his liberty to fave both the army and his
royal general, the French king, to whom he was pre-
fented, received him with all the regard due to Iiis
rank and merit. He afked him [67] in a moft con-
defcending ftyle and manner, when he might hope
to obtain peace from his fovereign, and ordered his
generalsto enter into Conference with him upon the
fubjeft . The terms propofed were by no means
diftated by an enemy flufhed with fuccefs and the
fpirit of conqueft : they were moderate, and more
favorable than thofe that were aeeepted at Aix-la-
Chapelle. But the new minifters in Holland, and
the cabinet at St. James 's, thought proper, notwith-
ftanding lord Chefterfield's intreaties, to refer the ar-
ticles to the congrels, for the fame reafon, fays his
apologift, that myfterious points of faith are referred
to general Councils, to be frittered away in fquab-
bles without end.

The
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The ftadtholder's cabinet was divided. The mo- 1747.
derate wifhed that his eftablifhment might be the -̂̂ ^
work of leifure and tranquillity ; the more zealous
were defirous to avail themfelves of the prefent fer-
ment, fears, and diftrefs, to increafe his power.
Tins laft party prevailed. To fpirit up our minif-
ters, and impede the opening of the congrefs, count
Bentinck and his brother were deputed to London.
The ftate of their country did not feem to alarm
them; they were fanguine in their hopes, and lavifh
in their offers. Neither did the fiege of Bergen-op-
zoom, or the unaccountable taking of it, alter their
fentiments, or at leaft their expreffions. It feems
doubtful, whether the lofs of that important fortrefs
was not much and purpofely over-rated by the
anti-republican party, as it furnifhed a pretence for
fettling of the ftadtholderfhip in the female line of
the Orange family, for taking from the magiftrates
the difpofal of city employments, and for annexing
to the State the revenue of the pofts, which hitl:{:rto
had been in private hands.

Lord Cheilerfield's pacific difpofitionswere fo well
known [68], that the deputies did not chufe to ex-
plain themfelves with him about the real objedt of
their miflion. Zealous as he was for the reftoration
of the ftadtholder to the dignity of his anceftors,
he thought the decifive moment had been loft, and
that the mifcarriages of the ftate might bring on a
new revolution lefs to his advantage than the former.
The prince's authority feemed to him fufBciently
eftablifhed if peace were once made. He conceiv-
ed, that in that cafe the ftadtholder would have in-
fluence enough to carry any conftitutional point,
that no wife prince ought to wifh for more, and that
a further increafe of power ought not to be fought
for at the hazard of ruining the ftate. The fate

both.



MEMOIRS OF

both of the republic aad of Great Britain, he faid,
was now at ftake, and he faw no profpeft of either
better cards or better play next year, than the minif-
ters had had in this [60].

Among the reafons which prudent people had to
be alarmed at the prefent fituation of the Dutch, the
low ftate of their fmances was not the leaft. Hol¬
land alone was fuppofed to be indebted about forty
millions fterling, a prodigious fum for fo fmalla
country . The decay of the commerce and rnanu-
faclures, together with the difcouragement of the in-
habitants, the high taxes, and the mode of levying
them, afforded but an indifferent profpect for raif¬
ing fuch fums as might be required for the defence
of the ftate. The extraordinary demand for mo-
ney, however, pointed out an extraordinary mode
of taxation. This was called a free gift ; but might
rather be termed a contribution laid upon the inha-
bitants, in proportion to their fortunes. Thofe who
poffelfed two hundred pounds 01 upwards were rat-
ed at two per cent. of their eitate ; one per cent. was
expecled from thofe who were worth between one
and two hundred ; and the poorer fort were left at
liberty to give what they pleafed, provided they
gave fomething. Every one was ordered to come
to the ßadlhouß, and bring with him the amount of
what he was to pay, in cafh, notes, or plate, and af-
ter taking an oath that he had made the eftimation
of his eftate to the beft of his knowledge, he threw,
without being feen, what he had brought into a
locked trank , through a flit provided for the pur-
pofe. This mode of taxation firft took place in
Holland , but was afterwards adopted by the other
provinces, and even extended to the Dutch colo-
nies in the Eaft and Weit Indies [70] .
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Lord Chefterfield, who, it muft be owned, was 1747-

rather inclined to defpondency on many occafions, <——*/—
entertaineda very indifferent opinion of this method
of raifinga fupply. He did not think that the pro-
duce would any way be equal to the expectations of
the ftate, and much lefs to its wants ^ i ]. In this
laß:article he certainly was right ; but he underva-
lued the readinefs of the Dutch to throw in their
mite for the prefervation of their country, and their
honefty in doing it faithfully. There never was any
fulpicion but that the oath was as confcientioufly
obfervedas itwas chearfully taken [72] ; and though
the whole produce has never been known, it cer¬
tainly amounted to a very confiderable fum, and
was by fome conjeclured to have been no lefs thari
five millions'fterling.

The money thus colle&ed was intended in part
to pay for the troops that were to be employed next
year. A rnoft extraordinary army was to be form-
ed, confifting of 132,000 men ; viz . Auftrians
66,000 in Britifh pay, and as many at the expence
of the Dutch. Experience, however, had fo well
convinced lord Chefterfield of the fallacy of the ac-
counts for the preceding years, that he by no means
trufted to this. He forefaw that the greater part of
thefe troops would never reach the feene of action ;
or at leaft that they would not come tili the French
had ftricken another, and perhaps a decifive, blow,

The only meafure that the earl approved of,
was the negociation with Ruffiä ; but this mea¬
fure, to have had its effect, fhould have been
concluded long before the end of the year. The
beft part of it, on the contrary, was confumed
in altercations with the Dutch about their pro-
portion of the charge ; and when they, at the infti-
gation of the prince of Orange, had confented to the

terms
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terms propofed in England , and appeared prefiing
to have the treaty concluded, the Britifh cabinet
were ftül undetermined, and did not conclude tilithe middle of November . Neither could lord
Chefterfield prevail to häve thefe troops conveyed by
fea, which would have been a great faving both of
the expence and time. They began a tedious march
of two thoufand leagues in the winter, and, with
the utmoft diligence, could not poflibly have ar-
rived tili the campaign was over.

This negociation, however, greatly alarmed the
French. Their defeats atfea , the deftrucYion of their
naval ftrength, the decay of their manufadtures and
commerce, the diftrefs and danger of their colonies,
the mifery which began to rage in the internal parts
of the kingdom, induced them to wifh to terminate
a war which, however glorious, was much more
detrimental to them than to their enemies [73].
The terms were fhort ; nothing for France, and
very little for their allies [74]. Our earl did not
fail to ufe his endeavours to induce his colleagues not
to let flip this opportunity. He infifted, " that they
" were never to hope for better terms ; that, though
" Holland lhould at laft incline to co-operate in ear-" neft, they had demurred tili this nation was ex-
" haufted ; that, for his part , he had undertaken
" to affift in carrying on the war only for one cam-
" paign, or tili either France or Spain fhould be" brought to reafon; and that he would take care to
" be no longer anfwerable for the iffue of a mea-
" fure which he had never approved." The anfwer
was, " that a feparate peace with Spain was not to" be wiihed ; and that, if jthe two crowns were once
" feparated, the breach-would never be clofed ; and
" that a midifter's condutt ought not to regard
u montlis and feflions, but all futurity [75]." A noble

languags
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language if it had been properly fupported ; but ill
fuited to a leader without plan either for peace or
war, and, as our noble lord expreffed it, always at
the top or bottom of the houfe, and never in the
middle floor.

A feparate negociation with Spain had in truth
been carried on for fome time ; but with the fame
want of defign,expedition,and perfeverance. Nothing
.could be more favourable than the prefent circum-
ftance. The French king of Spain was dead ; the
queen had loft her influence, and the new monarch,
who was not her fon, feemed inclined to give peace
to his country. The marquis de Tabernega , a Spa-
njfli nobleman exiled from his country, though a
fort of favorite with the prefent king, having taken
up his refidence at London, affumed to himfelf the
conduft of this negociation. He amufed the mi-
nifters with vain hopes, and was himfelf amufed with
infignificant informations from his country . This
reciprocal amufement became more ferious, when
Mr. Wall [76], an Irifh gentleman, employed as
major general in the Spanifh fervice, came over fur-
nifhed with proper powers to open a treaty . He
was defired to confer upon that matter with the mar¬
quis, and it was a remarkable circumftance that as
a Britifh-born fubjedl was employed to negociate
the interefts of Spain at the Britifh court, a native
Spaniard was employed by that court to negociate
the intereft of Great Britain. Their Conferences were
fruitlefs, and thofe who knew the afcendency which

' the Sardinian minifter had acquired, were not fur-
prifed that no conditions could be accepted, but with
his and his mafter's approbation [77].

Then it was that lord Chefterfield, having at-
tempted in vain by a mafterly memorial, in which he
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painted in true colours the ftate of Europe and of his
own country, to open the eyes of the Council, and
finding that he could engage but one of the mem-
bers to fide with him, thought fit to retire. He had
given hints of this defign in feveral letters to his in-
timate friend Mr. Dayrolles ; but did not declare to
him before the 2Öth of January his final refolulion,
which he executed on the 6th of the following month,

Düring this interval, it ftill feil to his lot to do fer-
vice to his country : for though the power was
lodged in other hands, the adlive part of office,at leaft
that which required parts and dexterity , was com-
monly left to him. In the beginning of the year, he
anfwered an artful memorial, given in by the Pruffian
minifter in the name of his mafter, to claim for his
fiag and fhips an exemption of fearch and other Pri¬
vileges, granted to particular powers, but never by
treaty to that of Pruffia. Lord Chefterfield's reply
united all the precifion of argument , and firmnefs
for the honor of the crown, to the perfonal regard
which he thought due to the Pruffian monarch, and
always expreffed for him. He was the advifer of
the new efforts that were made to induce that prince
to take part with his natural ällies; and his laft work
was to draw up the inftruclions, which were given
to Mr. Legge , who on the fecond of February was
appointed envoy to the court of Berlin[78].

The audience which lord Cheüerfield had of his
majefty on refigning the feals, pafTed in a very dif
ferent way from that which he had four years before
when he took leave on fetting out for his embaffy.
The king urged him to retain his office, and expreffedhis fatisfa&ion of the manner in which he had filled
it. His lordfhip's anfwer was, that he found he could
be but an ufelefs fervant, and that his honor and

confcience
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confcience did not permit him to continue in a poft, 1748-
in which he had not been fuffered to do any one fer- <——/■*—'
vice to any one man ■, and in which his mafter him-
felf was not at liberty to diftinguifh thofe who had
his fervice moft at heart. The monarch was not of-
fended at this freedom. He even offered to give
him perfonal marks of his fatisfaclion either by a
penfion or the title of duke. Thefe offers were de-
clined, and only one of the places at the board of
admiralty for his brother John Stanhope accepted
[79]. In return he begged leave to alfure his ma-
jefty, that though he ceafed now to be in his imme-
diate fervice, he would never ceafe to give him
proofs of his refpectful attachment, and, referving
to himfelf the liberty of giving his vote on national
points as his reafon fhould direcT. him, he would
keep himfelf entirely clear of cabals and oppofition.
Thepart, he added, I mall take upon any queftion,
fhall only be known in parliament. The fituation
of the fubject at that inffant appears more to be en-
vied, than that of the monarch.

Having thus condudted the earl to the period of
his retreat, we fhould here clofe this fection ; but as
the meafures confequent upon his refignation evi-
dently proved both the propriety of that fiep, and
the juftnefs of his Iordfhip's prediclions, it may not
be thought improper to extend this part to the con-
clufion of the peace.

The neceflity of making one on the beft terms foon
appeared, by the unprovided condition in which the
ftates were left. One of the prince of Orange 's
minifters, who lall year had been fo fanguine in re-
prefenting that the republic was in no danger, now
came over on purpofe to contradift the former re-
ports. He owned that it was impoffible the repub-
Ec fliould withftand the effbrts of their enemy with-

out
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1748. out extraordinary aßiftance, and Marfhal Saxe made

*•— ' that circumftan .ee ftill more evident by bis unex-
pecled enterprifeon Maeftricht. The king, finding
the language of his alües fo materially and fo fud-
denly altered, could not help faying, Cheßerfield toli
me fix months ago that it voould befo [80].

If our earl's prophecies ihewed the neceflity of 3
peace, his refignation at laft infpired his former col-
leagne and his fucceffor the duke of Bedford with
the defire of aeeepting it. Three days only after
his refignation, the Britifh plenipotentiary, whohad
been fent to Aix-Ia-chapelle with Orders to proeraf-

• tinate, reeeived new inftrucüons to lofe np time in
figning the preliminary articles.

It was a very fortunate circumftance tliat his moft
Chriftian majefty ftill continued in his paeifie difpofi-

- tions. The confideration of the diftreffed ftate of
his kingdom, coneurred with his love of eafe to make
him v/eary of war. His minifters aecommodated
their politics to his wifhes ; and as they did not
much rife in their demands, the Englifh ambaf-
fador feized the critical tnftant, and reftored peace te
Europe.

This fortunate event faved one ftate from deftruc-
tion, the other perhaps from bankruptey . It maift-
tained the ftadtholder in his dignity, and fecured
fome minifters from the confequences of their delu-
fion. Let me add, that it likewife exempted our
earl from figning articles fomewhat lefs advantage-
ous than thofe he would have obtained the year be-
fore, and from fetting his name to the only igno-
minious circumftance with which the treaty was
laden.

SECTION
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S E C T I O N Wh

LöRD Chefterfield's refignation, at a time 174g.
of life, when he could ftill have rendered effential '—'ir%4
fervices to bis country , raight have been confider-
ed as the effeft of fudden paflion, or as an artfül
attempt at Füll power, had not the ftate of Iiis
mind as well as that öf his body required eafe and
tranquillity. The frequent attäcks of giddinefs he
lately had been feized with, made reft and qniet
neceflary for him ; and his extreme deiicafe way
of thinking confirmed him in the refolution of in-
dulging himfelf with them. He found, that mi-
nifters are frequently obliged from political rea-
fons to prefer the mofl unworthy perlbns to thofö
who are the moft worthy ; and to proftitute tö
importunity and nndeferving greedinefs the re-
wards of merit. He therefore determined to re-
nounce the purfuits of ambition, and, though ftill
upon the watch to ferve his country, . tö live for
himfelf, and to divide his time between focial
pleafures, paternal cares, and mental enjoyments.
Nor does it appear, that he was on any occafion
terepted to venture again his frail veffel upon that
boifterous fea, from whieh after having been long
toffed about, he now found himfelf fecurely ar-
rived in port. To put fome interval between lifeVol. I, N and
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174.8. and death was alv/ays the wifh of the wife^ and
«—i—'happy are thofe who are able to do it.

Bat this philofophical retirement which lord
Chefterfield propofed to himfelf, and in which
he paiTed the laft five and twenty years of his life,ät the fame time that it attracls ihe admiration
of the thinkfng part of mankind , and may per-
haps, excite the envy of thofe who have it not in
their power to embrace it, affords much lefs matter
of entertainment . Our earl's life now ceafes tobe
connected with the hiflory of his country ; and,
though we fhali ftill keep to the form of annals vve
have adopted, we fhall content ourfelves wiS
placing linder the feveial years fuch unconnecled
facls as are come to our knowledge, and may be
interefling to our readers.

We think ourfelves obliged to mention, not
without much concern, that the very day lord
Chefterfield bad farewel to the cares of admini-
flration , he renewed his evening vifits at White's
[1] , which bad been interrupted for four years,
He likewife made a fhort excurfion to Bath, not
fo much on account of the waters, as to avoid
being in London while he was the chief fubjedt ofconverfation.

For fome time lord Chefterfield had turned
his thoughts towards the part he intended to
act, which was, aecording to the expreffion he
borrowed from Tully , to ehjoy eafe with dig-
nity . The building ä houfe for himfelf, in
which he wifhed to unite magnificence with
convenience and tafle, had occupied his thoughtsfor fome time ; and we fee in mofl of his letters
to his friends how much he had it at heart. He
fueeeeded in it to his wifh, and was particularly
pleafed with the two apartments he mofl fre-
quented ; the one being a kind of private room

or
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or parlour, vvhich he called Iiis boudoir, orna- 1748.
mented with great elegance and richnefs ; the '
other, Iiis library [2] , ftocked with a noble
colledion of books, and adorned with the por-
traits of feveral of the moft eminent authors.

This new houfe not being quite fmifhed,
and that which he was going to quit being
ftript of fome of its furniture [3] , lord Chef-
terneld fpent part of the fummer in excurfi-
ons into the country. He pafled fome time at
Chekenham, and afterwards at Bath, for the
fake of his health ; and vifited with uncommon
pleafure his friend lord Pembroke 's houfe at
Wilton. He found it fo much improved, that
he fearce knew it again ; and, in its p̂refent
ftate, judged it the fineft fest in England [4k

But while he was thus amufing himfelf, he
had the misfortune to lofe his brother Johr : Stan-
hope, who died of the gout tovvards the latter
end of the year, and was fmcerely regretted by
the earl. His affairs, vvhich were fomewhat em-
barrafl'ed, and the family arrangements neceffary
to be taken on this melancholy occafion, re-
quired lord Chefterfield's prefence in London,
and prevented him from executing his plan of
fpending fome time at Paris [5] .

Among other effecls, Mr. Stanhope left a villa
at Blackheath, npon which he had laid out con-
fiderable fums of money. The leafe of this villa
was for feven years, and could not have been
difpofed of without great lofs. This induced the
earl to keep it ; and though he would rather
have preferred a houfe in the country towards
Richmond, yet he foon grew enamoured with
this charming fpot. The fituation v/as deligltt-
ful; commanding one way an extenüve profpecl
over the Thames towards London ar.d Hamp-

N 2 ftead-,
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1748. ftead ; and adjoining on die other fide to Green-

'— wich Park, into which he had a private door
from his ovvn garden.

He therefore bought it, added much to its
conveniencies by the galleries and other im-
provements he made to it, and rendered it a
country refidence entirely fit for his fituation
and ftate. He conftantly retired there, as foon
as the feafon permitted hirn to quit his winter ha-
bitation ; and it was to him, in every refpecl,
what Tuj'culumwas to Tuüy.

One of the taftes which he contraded in this
retirernent was that of gardening . He did not
indeed attend particularly to ornament ; nor to
the raore improving art of raifing exotic plants,
and uniting in one fpot the produftions of diffe-rent climates : for neither of thefe had he fuffi-
cient room, or inclination.- Eut the cukivationof fruit-trees afForded him an ufeful as well as
agreeable amufement ; and he fucceeded in it fo
well, that he was generally provided with moft
excellent produöions of all kinds from his own
ground . He even challenged his friends, both
at home and abroad, to produce melons and
pine-apples equal to his in tafte and flavour [6.]

The decoration of his houfe engäged alfo much
of his attention ; and, in order to compleat it,
he had long been in fearch of original paintings.
In this purfuit he was not fo anxious with re-
gard to the number as to the quality of the pic-
tures, and his chief view was to have nothing
but what was excellent. He wifhed not fo much
to have many pieces of the fame mafter, as to
pofTefsa few capital ones of the beft. He did
not at firft truft to his own judgment , but relied
chiefly upon the tafte of thofe who were efteemed
eonnoiffeurs in the art of painting. Sir Luke_ . . Schaub
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Schaubwas one of the principal. That gentle- 1749.
man, a native of Switzerland, and employed in '
very important negociations in Europa by the
Englifh court, had diftinguifhed himfelf for his
knowledge of tbe works of the moft eminent
painters, and had formed a colleclion fcarce in¬
ferior to any in this country . Lord Chefterfield
was extremely intimate with him, and could de-
pend on his opinion -, as he alfo could upon that
of Mr. Härene, a French gentleman of diftinc-
tion, who, to enjoy the free exereife of the Pro-
teftant religion in wh'ich he was bred, had retired
from Paris with a confiderable fortune, and fettled
in England. This gentleman cultivated every
object of tafte, and united in his perfon the man
of breeding and of letters, the poet and the wit.
He was no lefs fkilled in mufic, and was univer-
fally efteemed the beft performer on the violin
among gentlemen. His judgment in pidtures
was likewife generali}7 acknowledged . Ple was
lord Chefteifield's particular friend : and indeed
how could he be otherwife, confidering the va-
riety of his talents, and his neighbourhood to his
lordfhip at Blackheath? The earl availed himfelf
much of his judgment and tafte, and gradually
acquired a confiderable fhare of knowledge,
which however he always declined making a
fhew of, rather chufing to quote his authority in
the opinion he gave of his pidures [7] .

Thefe were lord Chefterfield's amufements.
But his principal care and employment was his
correfpondence with his fon. He had fpent two
years at the Swifs and German univerfities of
Laufanne and Leipzig ; and befides having ac¬
quired a confiderable proficiency in the Latin
and Greek languages, had been trained vtp to
the knowledge of the laws of nations, the con-
ftitutions of the Germanic body, the interefts,

forces,
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1749. forces, and negotiations, of the feveral prince«, '

and in general in every kind of fcience the
moft ufeful for a man defigned for public
employments ; and was now beginning his Tra¬
vels, in order to acquire the more difficult know-
ledge of the world. In that, it feems, he had
made but little progrefs, under the learned Mr,
Bochat at Laufanne, and the ftill more learned pro-
fefför IVfafcow at Le'pzig. The excurfions he made
to Drefden in vacation time, had indeed madehim
acquainted wi th one of the politeft courts of Europe;
and the encouraging reception he there rnet with
from Sir Charles Hanbury Williams, envoy at that
court, and lord Chefterfield's afFec~tionate as well as
witty friend [8], might have effcdhially rubbed off
that learned ruft, which his father was fo fearfulhe
would tco long retain. But he did not ftay there
long enough to be much benefited either by his
converfation or example [9] . His fhort vifit to the
court of Berlin procured him a moft gracious re¬
ception from the mönarch fro ] ; and great civilis
tiesfrom Algarotti, Dargens, Cagnoni, Maupertuis,
and the other wits whcm that prince had chofen
for his friends. But even lord Chefterfield did not
recommend to him, at that time, and in that place,
any other ftudyexcept that of the civil, military,
and ecclefiaftical govcrnment of that country, and
efpecially of the reformation in the lawsintroduced
by a prince, whom he held out to him as moft de-
ferving of his attentive obfervation [ 11] . Much
]efs could the court of Vienna, during his fhort ftay
there, improve Iiis manners, or put him in pofleffi-
on of the graccs. Neither is Italy any longer their
feat ; thongh perhaps ftill the principal fchool of
the arts. But of thefe lord Chefterfield efteemed
only painting and fculpture, and dreaded above
all things for his fon the dängerous allurements of
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mufic [ 12]. Turin was the place where he in- 1749.
tended he fhould purfue his ftudies, and be ini- ' ^
tiated in the world. But a dangerous attack of
an infiammation of the lungs, which feized Mr.
Stanhope at a place called Laubach, in his pafläge
through the Tyrolefe, obftru&ed his courfe.
Venice, Rome, and Naples, were, on account of
the climate, fubftituted to Turin . In thefe elegant
cities he certainly improved his tafte, and ob-
tained a competent knowledge of the Italian
tongue. The ftrong recommendations he lmd to
perfons eminently qualified to form both his heart
and his manners, ,opened to him the bell fchools
of improvement. But yet it is to be feared, that
the Company of his countrymen , the firft ac-
quaintance with a fex too povverful to be refifted,
and above all the relaxing effecT: of the moft en-
chanting climate, rendered Venice, but efpecially
Rome and Naples, no lefs noxious to our young
man's habit, both of body and mind, than Capua
was to Hannibal's army.

Lord Chefterfield, indeed, was fufficiently fen- 1750.
fible of the dangerous ground his fon trod upon,
when he entered the Pope's dominions. As if
he had been poflefled of Gyges's ring, with which
he foearneftly wifhed to accompany him invifibly,
his genius hovered over him, and conftantly fug-
gefted the expedients he thought moft proper to
preferve him frGm contagion. Accordingly we
obferve him in an admirable letter , written at the
beginning of this year, giving him the moft ju-
dicious and earneft cautions againft the impreffi-
ons of irreligion and immorality [ 13] . He treat-
ed thefe fubjedls, indeed, rather as a man of the
world, than as a divine, trufting for the reft t")
the private inftruftions of Mr. Harte.

It
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It would be unjuft to fufpedt, that his guide

negledted any thing in his power to ground his
pupil jn the principles of morality and virtue ; as
he had effedtually infufed into him a fufficient
quantity of claffical and ocher learning. But it
was impoflible he fhould fucceed in finifhing the
polifh of his education in the rnanner lord Chef-
terfield wifhed ; and it is matter of aftonifhment,
that the earl fhould not have perceived, how
much the tutor 's example muff, have defeated his
precepts. The three principal articles he recora-
mended to his fon, were, his appearance, his elo-
cution, and his ftyle.' Mr . Harte , long accuf-
tomed to a College life, was too awkward both in
his perfon and addrefs to be able to familiarize
the graces with his young pupil. An unhappy
impediment in his fpeech, joined to his total want
of £ar, rendered him equally unfit to perceive as
to correcl any defedts of pronunciation ; a care-
tul attention to which was fo ftrongly recom-
mended in all lord Chefterfleld's letters, as ab-
folutely neceüary for an orator . Nor was the
pen of his young ward likely to be improved by
that of a man, whofe chief work, though pro-
fefled to be written in Englifh, was, to borrow
Jord Cheflerfield's expreffion, füll of Latinißns,
Gallicifms, Germanifms, and all tfms, but Angli:gifms [14] .

It is really difficult to conceive by what infartuation lord Chefterfield muft have been led in
his chpice of a guide, fo evidently calculated tp
counteradt the refined plan of education he had
propofed for his fon. Änd it is a matter of fur-
prize, that his lordfhip did not apply what he
faid of the graces, fenza che ogni fatica e vana, to
example, which might have been done with equal
propriety [ 15] . He recommended, indeed, to
Iiis fon the imjtatipn of a moft accomplifhed
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French nobleman then ambaflador at Rome [ 16], 1750,
and at whofe houfe young Sranhope might have ' ' '
been much improved ; but in this, as in other
things, the earl was difappointed in his wifh.es.

The fame favourable reception, which lord Chef-
terfield had procured for his fon in the different
countries he paffed through, he himfelf gave to
all foreigners properly intrpduced to him, ef-
pecially when they were perfons of genius and
merit. This was particularly the cafe with Mad.
Du Bocage, who on a vifit to England, in Com¬
pany with her hufband, and abbe Guafco, an
intimate and very learned friend of the prefident
Montefquieu, met with all thofe marks of poiite
attention from our earl, the pradtice of which he
fo much recommended to his fon. He was not
only her introducer and her guide throughout
London; but alfo procured her, by his letters to
Mr. Dayrolles and to Mr . de Kreuningen at the
Hague, the fame advantages in Holland.

Her letters [17] teftify the impreffion which
this friendly and engaging politenefs had made
lipon her ; and lord Chefterfield's anfwers to her
are a remarkable fpecimen of his atticifm in a
language not his pwn, as well as of his refined
wit [18]. He modeftly refufed her his own buft;
but fent her in lieu of it thofe of Milton , Dryden,
and Pope, the Originals he thought her fo well
qualified to copy.

Mr. Stanhope, in return , upon his arrival at ij ^ j
Paris, met with a moft hofpitable reception from
her, as well as from many families of the firft
rank, not lefs diftinguifhed by their virtues, than
by their amiable manners and wit. Thofe who
had been his father's friends in that city, and
continued his, correfpondents, took upon them

the
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1751. the charge of introducing him into the beft—v-*j companies, and of being the diredtors of his

youth. Mr. Harte had now quitted him, hav-
ing returned to England to enjoy the reward of
his fervices [ig ] ; and it is to be feared, that, be¬
ing now left to himfelf, he took a delight in fre-
quenting thofe perfons with whom he thought
himfelf perhaps more at liberty, than with thofe
accomplifhed foreigners whom he fhould haveftudied to imitate.

Lady Hervey, who was then refiding at Paris,
and feveral ladies of the higheft rank in France,
were the principal guides to whom lord Chefter-iield trufted for the finifhinp- of his fon's educa-O
tion. They could not but be fenfible that the
laffc varnifh was wanting, and even that fomedefefts remained in his characler inconfiftent
with good breeding, and perhaps with good man¬ners. A father fo defirous that his fon fhould
anfwer in every refpecT; the model of perfeftion
he had fketched out to himfelf, mvtft have been
exceedingly mortified at this circumftance ; and
the fertility of his genius in expedients to endea-
vour to infpire his fon with the defire of pleafing,
is not any where more confpicuous than in this
part of his letters [20]. Finding the diforder ob-
ilinate , he had recourfe to more defperate reme-
dies ; as empirics too frequently adminifter poi-
fon in their vain attempts to fubdue unconquer-
able maladies, or to eure difeafes, lefs dangerous
than thofe which their inconfiderate pradice en-
tails upon their patients.

Far be it from me tö endeavour to conceal or
exeufe thefe luxuriances of a warm imagination.
Vice can at no tkne , and under no pretence, be-
come any part of a rational education 5 nor would
it be iufficient to fay, that the manners of great

cities,
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cities, efpecially Paris, have in fome degree au- 1751.
thorized polite gallantry. In vain alfo vvould it ' ^
be urged, that lord Chefterfield, knowing per-
haps by bis own experience with how much dif-
ficulty certain paßions are refifted in youth, might
have thought there was no other choice but that
of coarfe debauchery and fentimental engage-
ments; that , when rnutual liberty is allowed in
what is called at Paris the married ftate, chaftity
can no more be expefted on one fide, than fidelity
is on the other ; and that the crime of corruption
cannot be charged where general depravity pre-
vails. We fhall not reft the defence of the earl
on fuch weak foundations : drawing a veil there-
fore on this part of lord Chefterfield's conducl,
which was not intended, and ought not to have
been expofed to the public eye, we fhall content
ourfelves with deploring the weaknefs of human
nature, which hitherto never admitted of perfec-
tion.

Lord Chefterfield's advice in regard to difiimula-
tion might perhaps admit of a more plaufible vin-
dication. He certainly diftinguifb.es it alwaysfrom
fimulation, or any degree of falfhood at leaft in
words, and feems to make it confift principally
Jn a necefiary condefcenfion to the foibles of
thofe with whom our conneclions or duties oblige
us to live, If he goes fomewhat further , and ad-
vifes to conceal our fecret feelings, and endea-
vour to excite as well as watch thofe of the per-
fons whom we are called upon by the interefts of
our country to deal with, and who certainly
would take the fame advantage over us that we
wifh to have over them ; he would be juftified,
ifnot by the precepts of moralifts, at leaft by
the examples of moft, 'or perhaps of all courtiers
and minifters, But it muft be candidly owncd

that
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that thefe diftindtions are too nice for the praftica
of mankind. He who conftantly walks on the
edge of a precipice will fcarce avoid Talling into
it ; and it is evident that every ihing which goes
beyond filence and fimple obfervatiun, can never
be authorized.

Let us therefore haften to quit this tender
ground ; and fmcerely wifhing that lord Chefter-
field had lived to publifh his own letters, which
would have given him an opportunity of ex-
punging fome obnoxious pailäges ; let us be al-
lowed to fay that thefe tranfient errors (for they
are all confined to a period of three or four years)
took their rife from the ftrong defire he had of
making his fon mafter of thofe qualities it feemed
moft difficult for him to acquire, and of training
him up to be a complete public man and a con-
fummate politician. Had he been fatisfied with
Atting him for the middle ftation of life, he would
neither have had the ternptation nor the defire of
having recourfe to thefe dangerous expedients.
Fond parents would fpare themfelves much anx-
iety and chagrin, if the mode of education were
fuited to the different difpofitions obfervable in
the child at different times, rather than that the
child fhould be obliged to conform to a fettled
plan.

The death of the prince of Wales, which hap-
pened this year, deprived lord Chefterfield of a
friend, who, perhaps, had he lived to afcend the
throne, would have conferred upon the fon thofe
favours he formerly intended for the father. This
unexpe&ed event obliged him to turn his thoughts
gnother way. He appears, from fome of his let¬
ters, to have been defirous of introducing his fon
into the family of the young prince of Wales,which
u;as eftabüfhed foon after. I have been informed,

that
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that there had been fome tboughts of appointing 1-7.51.
our earl governor to the young prince ; and I am. ">■—>.-—
autborized by fome refpedable friends to fay,
that, notwithftanding fome reprefentations, he
vvould have been prevailed upon to accept of this
employment. I am not equally well informed
what was the reafon that this event never took
place, and that he did not fucceed in' procur'mg an
eftablifhment for bis ibn in the young prince'a
houfehold. Perhaps the illegitimacy of Iiis birth
may have had fome fhare in this difappointment;
as it certainly had in the failure of another folici-
tation [21] .

Lord Chefterfield, who always had the honour,
as well as the advantage, of his country in view,
had long deplored that Great Britain fhould be
almoft the laft of all the European powers which
ftill perfifted in the ufe of the defeftive Julian
calendar. Neither the fcruples which it occafion-
ed among zealous churchmen concerning the true
time of the principal anniverfary feftivals, nor
even its confiderable and increafmg difagreement
from the heavenly bodies (a circümftance, on ac-
count of the flownefs of its progreffion, percepti-
ble only to aftronomers), were, perhaps, the chief
motives that induced lord Chefterfield to wifh for
a reformation: but he was more particularly dif-
pofed to encourage it from the confufion which
the different beginnings of the year might pro-
duce in fettling hiftorical tranfa&ions, and the
variance there was in the accounts of almoft every
other ftate. The inconveniencies were evident -y
bnt the difficulty of obviating feveral inconveni¬
encies attending a fudden alteration, and efpe-
cially in overcoming people's prejudices, were not
lefs fo. Thefe difficulties he round ftill more con¬
fiderable than he imagined. Having confulted
the duke of Newcaftle ; that minifter, then in

the
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1751. the zenith of his power, feemed alarmed at fo

*— bold an undertaking . He conjured the earl not
to ßir matters, that had long been quiet, and add-
ed that he did not love new-fangled things.
Lord Chefterfield, however, did not fuffer him-
felf to be deterred by thefe obftacles, but refolved
to digeft his plan thoroughly before he communi-
cated it to the public. With regard to the civil
and political points, he confulted perfons of the
greateft eminence in the feveral parts of the world
where he maintained a correfpondence. He was
particularly obliged to the great chancellor Da-
guefläu for the raoft ufeful informations, and
received from hirri a moft inftructive letter on
this fubjecl, which we regret much not to be able
to give to the public. In the aftronomical part,
he confulted thofe of his countrymen who were
moft in repute for their knowledge in that fcience;
and particularly the earl of Macclesfield, then
prefident of the Royal Society, who readily en¬
tered into the plan of reforming the calendar,and furnifhed lord Chefterfield with all the learn-
ing that was wanted on the occafion.

Thus prepared, our earl made his motion in
the houfe of lords, on the 25th of February öf
that ftyle he wifhed to amend. The fpeech he
made on that occafion was entirely calculated
to captivate the attention and fecure the fa-
vour of his hearers. Witty refieftions upon
time, its meafure, though fixed in itfelf, ftiü
dependent on the variable motions of the ce-
leftial bodies ; a concife and clear account of
the feveral attempts made at different periods,
and by different nations, to reconcile thofe two
meafures with one another ; the inconveniencies
attending the prefent ftyle with refpecl; to all
public and private tranfadtions ; the method of
obviating the difficulties ariling from a fudden

alteration;
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alteration : thefe were the principal topics which i
he dwelt upon. He difpiayed fuch powers of
orätory in this fpeech, and delivered it with fo
much grace, that he eclipfed lord Macclesfield,
who feconded Iiis motion, and in a fpeech, pre-
Vioufly prepared and fince printed, entered much
more ffllly iiito the argumentative part of the
plan. Our earl did ample juftice to his learn-
ed colleague; and in his familiär letters [22],
expreffed himfelf with great modefty on this
point, attributing entirely to his powers of ut-
terance the advantage he obtained over him on
this occafion. A bill fo wifely contrived, and fo
ably fupported by eloquence and reafon, pafTed
without any oppofition in both houfes ; but
thofe who now enjoy the advantages refulting
from it, ought to be informed, that they owe
them to the induftry and refolution of the earl of
Chefterfield.

The earl's feelings were excited, in the courfe
of this year, by two events of a very different
nature. The firft was the appointment of Mr.
Dayrolles to the place of minifter and commifla-
iy plenipotentiary at the court and congrefs at
Bruflels; and his marriage with a lady, no lefs
diftinguifhed by the goodnefs of her heart , than
by the graces and beauty of her perfon, and her
various accomplifhments. His intimate connecli-
on with a friend, whofe attachment he had fo
long experienced, made him fhare his fatisfadion
in the livelieft manner ; and his letters on this oc¬
cafion are truly expreffive of what his heart feit.

On the other hand, fcarce any event could
have been more affeding to him than the death
of lord Bolingbroke. He had feen him for feve-
ral months labouring under a cruel, and to ap-
pearance incurable diforder. Ä cancerous hu-

mour
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1751. niour in his face made a daily progrefs ; and thö
>—v̂ -j empirical treatment he fubmitted to, not only

haftened his end, but alfo expofed him to the
moft excruciating pain. He faw him, for the
laft time, the day before his tortures begann
Though the unhappy patient, as well as his friend,
did then expeft that he lhould recover, and ac-
cordingly defired him not to come again tili his
eure was completed ; yet he ftill took leäve of
him in a manner which fhewed how much he was
affected. " He embraced the earl with tender-
" nefs, and faid, God who placed me here, will
" do what he pleafes with me hereafter, and he
" knows beft what to do. May he blefs you!''
It would be needlefs to give our readers any ac-
count of the opinion the earl entertained of lord
Bolingbroke. This is fufficiently exprefled in the
letters we now give to the public, as well as in
thofe to his fon ; but it may not be improper to
add, that he retained all his life a grateful re-
membrance of the friendfhip that had fubfifted
between them ; and that he transferred it to his
heir, and rejoiced in the hopes of feeing him in
all refpe&s worthy of the name he bears [23].

Hitherto lord Chefterfield's ftate of health*
though often interrupted by fits of giddinefs,
had afforded him fufficient intervals, to enable
him to enjoy the pleafures of retirement with his
books, and thofe of fociety with his friends. The
laft he indulged in with peculiar fatisfa&ion, His
houfe and his table were open not only to the moft
diftinguifhedof his countrymen , but likewife toall
foreigners who had any pretenfions tolearning or
wit. But in the flrft months of thisyear,a diforder,
unhappily hereditary in his family, began to fepa-
rate him from fociety ; and that conftant ferenity
and chearfulnefs, which he had fo remarkably
pofTefTed in the difFerent periods of his life, gave

way



LORD CHESTERFIED . SECT , VI.

way to intervals of melancholy and apprehenfions.
He feit the firft fymptoms of deafnefs with a kind
of horror; not unlike that which Swift could not
help fnewingon the apprehenfion of lofing bis fen-
fes. This affiidting fenfation was for a time increaf-
ed, while being confined at bome for fome raonths
on account of a fall from bis horfe, he fubmitted
patiently to all the means that were employed for
the eure of Iiis deafnefs, firft by regulär phyficians,
and afterwärds by empirics. Tli£ attempts of
both proved ünfijccefsful; and though ftill equal-
ly capable of contributing to the fatisfadtion of
Iiis friends in fociety, the earl was no longer able
to reeeive any from tfiem.

Mr. Stanhope having now paffed a year and a
half at Paris, was fent by his father to feveral
courts of Germany, and laft to Mr. Dayrolles at
Bruflels. Lord Chefterfield was in Hopes that by
fpendinga winter with him, being introduced to
that court and employed in his office, he would
have had an opportunity of being thoroughly ac-
quainted with the life of a courtier, and that of a
man of bufmefs. Unfortimately , the prime minif-
terof that court, a proud Italian [24], being in-
formed of Mr. Stanhope's illegitimacy, infifted
«pon his not appearing at court. This affefted
the feeling heart of Mr. Dayrolles ftill more than
that of lord Chefterfield, who controlled the
warmth of his friend on that occafion, and ob-
•ferved to him very juftly , that perfons in Mr.
Stanhope's fituation muft fometimes expedl difa-
greeable things of that kind, and that the beft trie
he could make of this incident, was to endeavour
to-counterbalance the difadvantage of his birth by
fuperior merit and knowledge [as] . To fill Up
the vacaney which this dilappointment occafioned,
he Cent him for the third time to Paris, in brder to
improve himfelf ftill more in the feience of the

Yol . I. Q wprld,
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1^52. world, fo necefläry for the public life he was in-
—tended to purfue.

!753. His firft fetting out in that ftation wouldhavebeen a brilliant one, could lord Chefterfield's ex-
pe&ations, and thofe of his kinfmen the Pelhams,
with whom he was now on the beft terms [26],
have been anfwered. The poft of refident at Ve¬
nice, now vacant by the promotion of Sir James
Gray to that of envoy at the court of Naples, had
been propofed by them for Mr . Stanhope, and
they were in hopes that his Majefty would make
no difficulty in appointing hira to it . Lord Chef-
terfield was highly pleafed with the profpect of his
fon's being fixed in fuch a city, where from the
variety of travellers of difFerent nations who refort
thither , he might have acquired that defire of
pleafing, which was theonly thinghe then feemed
to want. His difappointment was therefore great,
when after eight months folicitation, the king at
laft abfolutely refufed to appoint the young man,
alledging the circumftance of his birth as the rea-
fon. His father, though much hurt at the refufal
of a favour by 110 means unprecedented , refolved
to bring him into the next parliament, wifely fore-
feeing that a fenatorial cloak, more extenfive ftill
than that of charity, would cover his fon's invo-
luntary fin.

In the retirement where lord Chefterfield now
fpent by chcice the beft part of the year, and
where, having fewer opportunities to exercife his
fenfe of hearing, he fometimes forgot he had loft
it, his books, his garden, and his pen, contributed
to fill up his time. From his correfpondents he
received moft of the new produ&ions in the lite-
rary way, and repaid them by thejudgments he
pafTed upon them. The care of his vegetables

alfo
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alfo took up much of his attention . But it was 1753*
chiefly his pen which agreeably and ufefully era- J
ployed his vacant hours. Willing to contribute as
much as poffible to the advantage of his country,
though now in a great meafure ifolated from it,
he arnufed himfelf with the compofition of moral
and literary eflays. Thefe he fent to the editor
of a new periodical paper entitled The World.
But the firft efläy he fent had nearly difgufted
him of writing any more ; for being fomewhat
long it was negledted, and might perhaps never
have been printed, if lord Lyttelton Coming ac-̂
cidentally into the publifher's fliop, and being
ftiewn this paper, had not inflantly recognifed the
mafterly hand of his former afTociate and friend,-
and dehred that it might be immediately put to
the prefs. The reception it met with encouraged
him to go on, and he continued to furnilh occafi-
onal papers from that year to 1756, when this
publication ceafed. One of the volumes was by
the ingenious editor dedicated to his lordfhip.

His fon, whom he had now fent for from Paris,
was examined by him with the fame attention as
he had been in his preceding vifit. He found
him improved in his figure, manners, and ad-
drefs• but ftill thought him far from being the
graceful, fociable, amiable man he wifhed him to
be [27]. With a view to corredt his careleffnefs
and inattention, as foon as he had lofl all hopes
of the refidentfhip, he fent him firft to Holland,
and then to fome courts of Germany . The for¬
mal etiquette of thefe courts he thought would
engage him to pay a ftriäer regard to thofe little
duties of fociety which he had hitherto too much
neglefted; as he was not likely to meet with ma-
ny of his countrymen at thefe courts, he hoped
the chief obftacles which had obftruaed his im-

O a provemeöC
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1753. provement wotikl now be retnoved [28]. Ue

alfo took great care to diredt Iiis fon to the parti-
cular objedfo proper for his attention at thefe (Af¬
ferent places, and the knowledge of which was
neceffary to prevent his appearing a ftranger infern.

Though lord Chefterfreld now took but little
fnare in political tranfadtions, or parliamentary
debates, yet was he far from being indifferent toeither. to his friends he ccmmunicated his
thoughts concerning public affairs with the tit-
moft freedorn, and the intereft of his coüntry was
the chief objedf. of bis anxious cares. Indeed,
v/hen he refledled on his own frtuation, precluded
by his deafnefs from one of the beft means of in-
formation, he could not help läugbing at his own
weaknefs. " This political excurfion," fays be
in one of Iiis letters, " which is the remains of
" the man of bufinefs, puts me in mind of
" Harlequin 's making feveral paffes againfl: the
""■ wall far un reße de bravoure [29] ."

'The circumftänces-which appeared to him the
ttioft open to cenfure in the prefent adminiftration,
were the want of forefight, and the irrefolution of
the Councils. On thefe accounts he was much
difpleafed with the repeal of the bill for the natu-
ralization of the Jews> which he reproached the
miniftry with having weakly given up. Ä fpirit
of divination feems- to have animated his pen,
when, after having quoted a very true maximof
his favourite author the Cardinal de Retz on this
occafion, that mobs are always kept in awe by
thofe who do not fear them, he adds, " that they
" grow unreafonable and infolent when they find
" that they are feared. Wife and able govern-
*' ors," fays he, " will never, if they can help

" %
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« k, give the people jtift caufe to complain, but *75l-
« then 012 the other band they will firmly with- ********
** ftand groundlefs clamour [ 30] ."

The feurce of this clamour he principally dif-
üked ; " being that narrow mob-fpirit of intole-

ration in religious, and inhofpitality in civil
" matters, both which, all governments fhould
u oppofe." Ä very contrary fpirit breathes in-
deed in all cur earl's writings ^ it is the fpirit of
humanky, comprehenüve benevolence, and true
liberty, very different from lawlefs licentioufnefs.
With what honeft warmth does he not reprobate
the " coutempt which moft hiftorians fhevv for
" humanity in general, as if the whole human
41 fpecies eonfilled but of about one hundred and
*' fifty people, called and dignified (commonly ve-
" ry nndefervedly too), by the titles of emperors,
*' kings, popes, generals, and minifters [31] ?"
What patriot would not join with him, when after
having ipoken of the liberty the Turkim janiffa-
ries fometimes take of ftrangling their vizir, or
their emperor, he adds ; " I am glad the capital
" ftrangler fhould in Iiis turn be ftrangleable ;
" for I knovyof no brüte fo lierce, nor no crimi-
" nal fo guilty, as the creature called a fovereign,
" whether king, fultan, or fophi, who thinks
*' himfelf either by divine or human right vefted
" with an abfolute power of deftroying bis fel-
" low ereatures-? or who, without inquiring into
" his right, lawlefsly exerts that power [32] P'
What good man would not applaud him, when
on accountof thedivifions in France between the
parliament and clergy, he fo ftrongly enforces the
fubjeftion of the church in every country to the
fupreme legiilative power, and warmly recom-
mends to his fon the reading of the tracis of that
great champion, I had almoft faid martyr , in the

caufe
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1753. caufe of civil liberty, Fra -Paolo, and in particu-
"̂ "^ lar his treatife De beneficiis [33] ?
1745. The obftinacy of lord Chefterfield's deafnefs,

which increafed every day, and difqualified him
more and more for fociety, had induced him to
yield to the repeated advice of die faculty to try
whether any benefit could be obtained froma
journey to Spa. He was confirmed in this refolution
by a very fevere fit of a gouty rheumatifm, which
at the fame time that it exercifed his patiencefor
two or three months in the beginning of this
year, gave his phyficians and himfelf fome hopes,
that the waters might at leaft in fome meafure
relieve his deafnefs, which they attributed to the
fame caufe. It does not appear, however, that
his rheumatic diforder was the only circumftance
that induced him to undertake this journey to
Spa, for he had mentioned two months before to
his fon, that he would probably meet him at that
place [34] . He accordingly appointed the time
of their meeting ; and having entire leifure there,
employed it in giving him juft notions of the
Englifh conftitution , and of the part which he
would foon be called to bear in the fervice of the
ftate. No man was certainly more capable of de-
livering thofe inftruftions in a more captivating
or rational manner, and to thofe who would have
affifted at thefe lectures, it would have recalled
to mind Pericles, training up young Alcibiades.

tord Chefterfield having accomplifhed the time
fixed for his rcfidence at Spa, which he now
thought a painful tafle, returned with all poffible
diligence to London and his villa. He prefently
found that the fmall benefit he derived from the
waters was but temporary, and foon after had fe¬
vere returns of the complaint for which he had
undertaken this expedition.
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Mr. Bougainville, the fame gentleman who has
fince diftinguifhed himfelf fo much among the
French, and who was not only a man of fcience,
but alfo of tafte and wit, had been recommended
to lord Chefterfield [35]. He was furprized to
find in that nobleman fuch a variety of know-
ledge, and fuch a thorough acquaintance with
the French language, manners, and literature.
As he was brother to the fecretary of the aca-
demy of infcriptions and belies lettres at Paris,
he fuggefted to him the idea of eleding lord
Chefterfield one of their foreign members. The
propofal was firft intimated to Iiis lordfhip, and
upon his acceptance the appointment was made^
and a letter was written to him in the name of
that learned body. This drew from him a letter
of thanks, which he communicated to me in
Englifti, and for the tranflation of which he did
me the honour to borrow my pen [36] .

His fon had now got a feat in parliament , and
the father equally anxious for his fuccefs took in¬
finite pains to prepare him for his firft appearance
as a fpeaker. The young man feems to have
fucceeded tolerably well upon the whole, but on
account of his fhynefs was obliged to ftop, and,
if I am not miftaken, to have recourfe to his
notes. Lord Chefterfield ufed every'argument in
his power to comfort him, and to infpire him
with confidence and courage to make fome other
attempt; but I have not heard that Mr. Stanhope
ever fpoke again in the houfe.

He had an opportunity next year of conferring
an Obligation on the court unafked and unpaid for
't . A noble earl, who had expefted to be ap-
pointed to the poft of groom of the ftole, as be~
ing the firft on the lift of the lords of the bed-
ehamber [37], thought proper to refign that

place.
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1755. place. To fhew his difpleafure, late in the fea-' Ion and at a time when the arraneements forü

the king's annual expedition to Hanover were a!-
ready taken, he made a motion in the houfe of
peers to prefent an addrefs to his majefty to de-
fire he would not ieave England at a period when
a new war was expecled. He hinted, indeed,
that thefe frequent voyages were inconvenient to
the nation and contrary to the act of fettlement.
A public debate on this delicate fubject would
have been attended with improper reflections frorn
the fpeakers on both fides of the queftion Lord
Chefterfield took therefore the moft prudent fiep
in raoving for an adjournmenr, which pafled
without difficulty. As this circumftance muft have
been very agreeable to the kjng, many perfons
conjedured that our earl's views were interefted,
and that he expecled to be appointed to fome high
poft in the adminiftration . But every motive of
this kind he folemnly difclaimed in a very in-
terefting letter to Mr. Dayrolles [38], which on
many accounts I recommend to the perufal of
my readers. I am certain, that the fentiments it
contains are fuch as the moft virtuous man would
adopt.

Indeed his ftate of health became every day
more diftreffing. He found himfelf by his in-
creafed deafnefs cut off from the fociety of man-
kind , and ftiuggling againft mukiplied infirmi-
lies both of body and mind. He had taken with
him to Blackheath all the materials neceflary for
writing fome hjftorical tracfs of his own times,
which he intended to pen with the ftritteft regard
to truth , and none to perfons, himfelf not ex-
cepted. But finding hiamind ill difpofed for fuch
a work, he did not attempt it, well knowing,that whatever is not done with inclination and
fpirjt, will be very ill dorie [39] .

The
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The preparations-for a rupture with the court i

of France on account of America, feemed at •*
firft not very alarmmg to lord Chefterfield. He
thought they would not attempt any diverfion in
Flanders, or if they did, that their force could be
oppofed in that quarter ; or, at leaft, that the
Durch could be fufficiently fupported to prevent
their fubmitting to a neutrality, or accepting any
other terms the French might wifh to impofe.
Still depending upon our former alliänces, and
our refolution not to be parties upon the conti-
nent, he rather wifhed for a war, if vigoroußy
carried on at fea, as being the beft means of de-
ftroying the enemy's navy and commerce [40] .

But he foon altered his opinion when he was
informed of the defeftion of thofe who had been
thought England's firmeft allies, and efpecially
the houfe of Auftria. It rauft be owned, that
the lownefs, or rather the fludtuation, of his
fpirits had fome influence upon his opinions con-
cerning the event of the war. His difcourage-
ments arofe not more from the number of our
enemies, than from the finking fpirit of the na-
tion, and the divifions as well as the incapacity
of thofe who prefided at the heim.

In thefe circumftances, however, he had ftill
a frefh opportunity of manifefting his friendly
difpofition to government. The fubfidiary trea-
ties with the courts of Ruffiä and Heffe-Caffel be¬
ing fubmitted to the confideration of parliament
excited great debates in both houfes. Lord Chef¬
terfield who approved of the fürt as much as he
difliked the fecond, fpoke warmly, though with-
out preparation, in defence of his opinion in the
houfe of Iprds. He (hone as ufual, and did not
feem to have loft any of his former vigour ; but
this exertion fatigued him fo much, that he was
pbüged to be carried home immediately after,

and
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1755. and never again appeared as a fpeaker in the
■— houfe [41] .

1756. From thisday , which may be looked upon as
to the dofe of our earl's political career, his life may

1768. be divided into two periods ; the firft concluding
with the death of his fon Mr. Stanhope, which
happened in 1768 ; the fecond with his own de-
ceafe, in 1773. In the former of thefe, the
chief object of his care and attention was the im-
provement and promotion of Mr. Stanhope. In
the latter , the care of his own health, or rather,
the temporary alleviation of thofe infirmities,
which he well knew would attend him to his
grave.

The purfuits of each of thefe periods are di-
\rerfified only by his correfpondence with his
friends, his amufements in his garden, and his
application in his library : for though he continued
to receive Company, foreign as well as Engliih,
he frequently laments the little capacity he had
left him by his deafnefs either of entertaining or
being entertained by them. His memoirs, there-
fore, henceforward will contain little more than
references to his letters, and a hiftory of that gra-
dual decay, the firff advances of which he ap-
pears himfelf to have difcovered above twenty
years before his death.

Retiredfromthecouncils , and in a great meafure
from thefocietyof theprincipal men in power, lord
Chefterfield feems not to have pretended to any
knowledge of the interior plans of government,
and only hazards his conjedures on public afFairs.
He expreffes, in many of his letters, the impofli-
bility there is, that any perfon who is not in the
immediate circle of bufinefs fhould be able to
form a competent judgment in political matters;
ridicules the abfurdity of pretenders to that fort of

knowledge;

\
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knowledge; and offers his opinions as mere ran- i
dorn thoughts, thrown out upon the public topic
of the day. It is no wonder then, that we find ^7
his lordlhip, in the fubfequent years, frequently
miftaking in his views and expeclations on the
confequences of that war which was now declared :
a war, which from the various, and, as it was
then thought, almofl unnatural combinations it
produced, contradicled the whole uniform expe-
rience of our earl, as a ftatefman ; and when feea
through the gloomy medium of a diftempered
habit, appeared every way formidable and de-
ftruftive to Great Britain. It muft be acknow-
ledged, indeed, that the mifcarriage of our fleet
before Mahon, and the lofs of fo confiderable a
poffeflion as the ifland of Minorca, in the very
outfet of the war, joined to the apprehenfions
lord Chefterfield conceived of a fecret negotiation
between France and Spain to deprive us of Gib¬
raltar, were fufficient to give him the alarm,
On theother hand, it is equally certain, that the
Englifh are feldom fuccefsful in the commence-
ment of hoftilities. The lion, confiding perhaps
too much in his own ftrength , gives way to in-
dolence and fecurity, tili roufed into aclion by
repeated attacks of his enemies. Yet whatever
dependence might reafonably have been founded
on this reflection, there were other caufes, which
might fairly juftify the apprehenfions of a fpe-
culative politician. The balance of Europe
feemcd to be entirely deftroyed. All the prin-
cipal powers had thrown their weight into one
fcale. There remained among the crowncd
heads but a fingle ally for Great Britain, and he
had been almoft from his cradle her enemy. Be-
fides, it was impoffible for lord Chefterfield to
conceive, that the force of the king of Pruffia
alone would be fufficient, in conjunction with us,
to withftand the united efforts of France , Auftria,

the
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6 the Empire, Saxony, Ruffia, and Steden [42.]

The wonders that monarch was equal to were
^- yet to be feen ; and however great might be the

idea our earl had entertained of him, it can bring
no Imputation npon his political fagacity not to
have forefeen the miracuious exertions, of which,
that hero fhewed himfelf capable in the events ofthe war.

With refpedl to the fuppofed engagements be-
tween France and Spain relative to Gibraltar,
though lord Chefterfield feems to have miftaken
both the time and the objecl of them, ftill it
muft be confidered, that there was great pröba-
bility in the conjefture . He well knew, from
his own experience, how much the pride of Spainis hurt that Great Britain fhould retain that im-
portant and almoft impregnable fortrefs, the
principal key of her dominions ; and however
her general political interefts may recommend a
good underftanding with the Englifh, it is pro¬
bable fhe will never heartily unite with them, fo
long as that place remains in their hands. A
few years after fhe chofe to enter the lifts, but in
a lhort time found how unequal a conteft fhe had
engaged in with an enemy then in the füll career
of victory.

The national deht was another very alarming
confideration to lord Chefterfield ; but his fears
in this refpeft were the fears of the whole nation.
The multitude had .always looked upon it as a
prodigy big with ruin . The ableft and moft en-
lightened ftatefmen had fixed the point it then
ftood at, as the utmoft verge of fafety ; and all
beyond was ftigmatized with dark and fatal pre-
didions . The increafe of it to that enormous
bulk at which it arrived before the end of the war,
in the midft of the greateft national profperity,
was, in the conception of all meri at that time, as

utter
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titter an impoffibility as ihe aftonifhing triumphs j
of our ally the king of Pruffia.

The events of 1757 and 1758 ferved only to
confirm lord Cbefterfield in his political defpon-
dency. His letters in this period to Mr. Day-
rolles are all expreflive of his fears and apprehen-
fions for the event. He continued under the in-
fluence of the fame imprefiions tili the latter end
of the year 1759, excepting a fmall interval in
the beginning of the fummer 175b [43].

Düring the greateft part of this time, Mr. Stan-
hope, who had returned to England in 1754 to
take his feat in parliament, continued at home.
In 1757 he repaired in a public characler to Ham-
burgh, the refidence at that time of all the prin-
cipal perfons of thofe parts of the Empire, which
eitlier were, or feemed likely to be, the feat of
war. His letters to his fon at this conjunclure,
though of a different turn from thofe of former
periods, fhew no lefs anxiety for his fuccefs. A
very remarkable hint is conveyed in one of thtrn,
for detaching the emprefs of Rni'fia from her con-
neftions with our enemies [44] ; but this feems
to have been too nice a commiflion for fo younga negotiator. The immediate aim of lord Cbef¬
terfield at this time was to procure for Mr. Stan-
bope, either an appointment to the court of Ber¬
lin, or that he might fucceed Mr. Burrifh in his
empioyment at Mimich ; and he omitted no op-
portunity of exhorting him to recommend him-
felf, by diligence, aftivity , and addrefs, to thofe
who had it in their power to promote him. Mr.
Stanhope's hcalth, as well as other reafons, made
him wifh to return home for fome months in the
year 1758, and alfo in the fummer 1759 ; but he
was both times difappointed. He could not be
fpared from Hamburgh . However äie earl might

wiili
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j 756 wifh to fee him, he looked upon this neceflity of

to his abfence as a fufficient compenfation.
1768.
1—But Mr. Stanhope's ill ftate of health was fuch

as to overcome all other confiderations. Leave
was afked and obtained for him to come home in
Autumn 1759, and he continued in London tili
the end of the war.

In June 1763 we find Mr . Stanhope at the;
Hague , on his way to Ratiibon , to which place
he was fent in a public charadter. In this fitua-
tion lord Chefterfield's experience feems to have
furnifhed hifti with a very ufeful expedient for
abridging the tedious and intricate ceremonials fo
much infifted upon in German courts [45]. His
ftay, however, was but fhort . In autumn he was
called home by the miniftry , to attend the enfu-
ing feflion of parliament [46], for which they
thought it necefläry to colledt. their whole force.
Lord Chefterfield, though not much pleafed with
this fummons, recommended, agreeable to his
conftant maxim, a ready and obliging fubmiflion
to it ; and we may reafonabiy conclude, the earl's
admonition had its intended effedf. : for foon after,
Mr. Stanhope was appointed envoy-extraordinary
to the court of Drefden, whitlier he repaired as
foon as the feflion was over. From this .time to
the latter end of the year 1766, Mr. Stanhope
continued in Germany, having at the requeft of
the miniftry, who were ftill hard prefled, vacated
his feat in parliament foon after his arrival at
Drefden. This refidence appears to have com-
pleated the ruin of his conftitution. His health,
which in all fituations was delicate, feems to have
been quite overcome by the German winters. He
was obliged in 1766 to have recourfe firft to the
waters of Baden, and then to a tour into the fouth
of France [47] . The earl, who watched perpe-

tually
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tually over him as his guardian angel, and forgot 1756
his own infirmities to provide againft thofe of bis »
fon, exprefles great anxiety on thefe occafions,
and feems with difficulty to conceal fome fore-
bodings of the event. Mr . Stanhope, however,
in die fpring of 1767, either found or fancied he
found, himfelf well enough to return to Drefden,
which he accordingly did in May following : and
his perfuafion in this refpedt was fo ftrong, that
notwithftanding he was again attacked by the fame
complaint, he wrote to the earl that he thought
himfelf able to pafs the winter at that court. His
lordfhip feems to have been fo rnuch influenced by
this declaration, that he was taking meafures for
fecuring him a feat in the next parliament , which
was to be chofen in 1768. In this view his lord¬
fhip was difappoihted by the minifter on whom
he had placed his dependence [48] ; but this dif-
appointment he had not occafion long to regret.
Mr. Stanhope, notwithftanding his fanguine ex-
peäations, was obliged to quit Drefden, and re-
pair again to the South of France , from whence
he never returned . Düring his illnefs there, he
feems to have expreffed fome jealoufy at his place
being fupplied by a new perfon during his abfence.
Lord Chefterfield makes him eafy on this head,
by acquainting him that he had received afiurances
from the miniftry, that perfon fhould not inter-
fere with him asfoon as he was capable of refum-
ing his employment [49] . The gentleman
here alluded to was fhortly after appointed envoy
toDenmark, wliere, by a very fpirited and judi-
cious exertion upon a melancholy occafion, he
merited the honour of a red ribband, and an ap-
pointment to a much fuperior court [50] .

The laft letter lord Chefterfield wrote to his be-
loved fon is dated the 17m of Odober , 1768. It
is füll of the moft tender anxiety for bis welfare,

and
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and of his alarms lipon receiving information that

EO Mr . Stanhope's complaint was of a drcpfical na-
1760. ture_ Xhis was a£hiaily the cafe. Every medical

--: afliftance was med in vain to relieve him. Mr.
Stanhope died of a dropfy, at a hcoife in the
country near Avignon, on the i6th of Novem¬
ber, 1763.

The efFecl of this ftroke on Iord Chefterfield
was fiicb as might be expefted . if his Jordfhip's
age might be fuppofed to render him lefs fufcep-
tible of impreffions, his infirmities made him lefs
capable of refifting them. The ftate of his health
was now become very criticai. From the year
1756 his rheumatic complaints [51] and the gid-
dinefs in his head had been increafing ; but they
procceded by flower, and, to himfelf at leaft,
much more imperceptible dcgrees, than his deaf-
nefi. The -comparifon he feems conftantly to
have made between the lofs of hearing and that
of fight, proves fufficiently in what unufual efti-
mation he held the former. Every man almoft
knows the value of his eyes, and may from thence
be taught to judge of what only the few, who are
formed for the more delicate enjoyments of con-
verfation, are capable of feeling under the cala-
mity our earl was affiidted wich. Perhaps he
carried this matter rather too far, efpecially as his
defecl amounted at moft only to a difficulty, not
a deprivation of the fenfe. By his own account,
all he required in order to be able to diftinguifh
what was faid, was, that the perfon fpeaking
fhould not be at too great a diftance, and that
the voice fhould be direcled in a ftraight line
towards him. His other complaints were of a
more ferious nature 5 but even thefe admitted of
confiderable relief. The ufe of a milk diet, to
which, after a very fevere fit of illnefs in the
beginning of the year 1759, he confined himfelf

almoft



LORD CHESTERFIELD . SECT . VI. 217

almoft entirely for fome time, was of peculiar 1756.
fervice to him. In this and the following year the f°
general ftate of lord Chefterfield's health feeras to J2°~o
have been better than he had reafon to expeft , yet
we do not find him fpeaking of it with that chear-
fulnefs which his good-humour and lively difpo-
fition would lead us to imagine. The mind when
unoccupied by purfuits of pleafure, bufinefs or
ambition, naturally inclines to fpeculation; and
this, when influenced by perfonal infirmities, as
naturally contracls a melancholy caft. It is no
wonder then, that our gay and fprightly earl,
whom retirement, and the folitary occupations of
the library and the garden, affifted by the enemy
hefo much dreaded, the defedt of hearing had in-
fenfibly condufted to this point, fhould, in fpeak¬
ing of his health, exprefs himfelfin terms fome-
times bordering upon difguft and defpondency. For
this reafon we rauft not be furprifed that , in fome
of his letters at this period, he defcribes himfelf
as totally unconnected with the World, detached
from life, hearing the burtben of it witb patience
from infiintl rather than reafon, and from that prin-
ciple alone, taking all proper metbods to preferve it
[52]. It is true, he endeavours to glofs over thefe
ideas as the refult only of a philofophic habit of
mind; but it requires little care in the analyfmg,
to difcover the genuine fource of them. This is
evident, whatever feeming moderation there may
otherwife be, in the paffage where he compares
himfelf to Solomon, and exclaims with that dif-
appointed monarch, " All is vanity and vexation
offpirit [53]." There ismoregood humour in the
refemblance he makes out between himfelf and the
cabbages in his garden, which, in more than one
of his letters,he jocofely ftyles h\sfelloiv vegetables.

There was another and more ftriking compari-
fon brought horae to the earl about this time. His

Vol. I. p old
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6 old fervant White , who had lived with him forty

years, was feized with a dangerous fit of illnefs.
His fentiments on this occafion, as expreffed in bis
letter to the bifhop of Waterford [54], are a ve-
ry natural picture of a feeling mind under thedo-
minion of fome of the clofeft attachments of
fympathy. The near equality of their age, the
time they had paffed together, the mutual deeay
of conftitution, and the confequent doubt whidi
of them would arrive fooneft at their laft ftage,
became matter of very interefting contemplation
to the earl.

In other refpefts, lord Chefterfield's vivacity
\vas uniform and undiminifhed. His attention to
public and private tranfa&ions Hill the farae.
The earl of Halifax was in the year 1761 ap.
pointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, and went over
to take poffeflion of his government immediately
after the coronation. The celebrated fpeecb,
with which this nobleman opened the feffion of
the Irifh parlrament, is well known as a mafter-
piece of oratory . Bat it had a further recom-
mendation to lord Chefterfield. The three great
objecls propofed in it were, the encouragement of
the Proteftant charter-fchools; the improvement
of the linen manufadhire ; and the allowing a
proper indulgence to Roman Catholics [5,5].
Thefe were the points lord Chefterfield had raoft
at heart. No man, as we have already feen^
knew beter than he did the real intereft of that
country, or had purfued it with more fuccels; the
face of the whole kingdom having been changed
during his wife and difinterefted adminiftration.
His zeal for the"welfare of Ireland, which com-
menced at that period,-did not ceafe with his of-
fice. He continued to watch over it with a kind
of paternal care, and rejoices in every inftance,
where he fees the fame plan of bencficial meafures

. promotecl
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promoted or improved. The eftablifhment for 1756
encouraging Proteftant charter-fchoois had been t0
fet on foot by the biihops of Waterford and
Meath, and lord Chefterfield had fubfcribed to-
wards it [56]. The promotion of Irifh manufac-
tures, particnlarly thofe of linen, is ftrongly re-
commended in feveral of his letters to the bifhop
and in thofe to Mr. Prior [57]. In fpeaking lip¬
on this point, he frequently takes occafion to de-
plore the too prevalent cuftom of hard drinking in
Ireland [58]. The irnportaiion of five thoufand
tum of wine, communibus anni's, he confiders asa
melancholy proof of this fatal cuftom ; and hu-
moroufly adds, that a dar et board, iflherewere
one, would be much better attended tban tbe linen-
board[59]. He exhorts the Irifh to mind their
fpinning and weaving, and lay afide their politics.
Mild treatmenc and an eafy unfufpicious inter-
courfe with the Roman Catholics had been the
rule of lord Chefterfield's government , in a crifis,
which might well have juftified the moft rigorous
execution of the laws againft thern. It was his
conftant maxim, that gentle ufage was the moft
likely means to keep them quiet, if not to gain
them over; and he urged it again intheyear
1757, as the beft advice he could give at a period,
which he efteemed Iittle lefs dangerous than that
of his own adminiftration. .,

The expulfion of the Jefuits from France,
which happened about this time, was an event
of too extraordinary a nature not to attraft the
attention of our earl. Though they had with
great ability refifted feveral powerful attacks , that
had been made againft them, yet this, he ob-
ferves, appeared to be the deciUve ftroke ; and
he ventnres to pronounce, that they will never
recover it [60 ]. The fubfequent hiftory of that
karned, but pernicious fociety, hath fully con-

P a firmed
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1756. firmed this prophecy. Their difgrace in Francs

t0 hath been followed by their expulfion from all
parts of the World. They have bcen baniflied
even from Paraguay , which might be emphatical-
iy ftyled the kingdorn of their ovvn creation ; and
where, according to the opinion of the ceiebrated
Montefquieu, the good iaws and inftitutions
they had made, feemed to promife an eter-
nal duration of their fway, and might be admit-
ted as an apology for their ambition [61]. The
earl feems to have carried his obfervation ftili far-
ther on this fubjeft, and to have extended it to
the religious, as well as political, dominion of the
pope ; the permanence of which he feems to
doubt, and gravely admonifhes a lady in France,
that be trembles for the boly fatber bim/elf in the
next centary [6z] . The feizure of a confiderable
part of the papal territories, within a few years
after, had the appearance of anticipating con-
iiderably his lordfhip's predidlion.

From the beginning of the year 1765, the ef-
fefts of that flow and gradual progreis towards dif-
folution, which the earl had fo many years experi-
enced, became more vifible. Though he de-
fcribes himfelf rather as gliding gently along the
fteep, than hurried down the precipice, yec the
complaints he makes of the difficulty he finds in
writing, and the intervals between his letters to
the bifhop of Waterford , which are the moft re-
gularly continued of any we find in this period to
his friends, are füre indications of a very confider¬
able change. It is evident, however, that his fa-
culties were not in the leaft impaired ; and what is
extraordinary , his correfpondence with his fon is
not lefs punttual , nor the intelligence he gives
him of public affairs, from time to time, lefs m-
tereftingor lefsentertaining than formerly.

In
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In this(täte of mind, but with a ftate of body 17 56

very unequal to the (hock, lord Chefterfield re- *°g
ceived the news of Mr. Stanhope's death : an on-
]y and moft tenderly-beloved fon, 011 whofe edu-
cation the utmoft care and attention a fond parent
iscapable of had been beftowed ; of whofe fuc-
cefs in Life the moft fanguine expeäations had
been formed; and for whofe fake chiefly his fa-
ther feemed now to fupport the remaining bur-
then of a painfül and tedious exiftence. The
affliftion of itfelf was fufficient; but it was-en-
hanced by another, fcarce lefs diftreffing, piece
of intelligence. lt was announced by a lady,
who took this firft opportunity of acquainting the
earl that fhe had been married to Mr. Stanhope
feveral years, and had two children by him, which
were then with her. Whatever lord Chefterfield's
feelings might be at receiving this authentic in-
formation of a clandeftine engagement , contract-
ed by his fon fo long before, concealed with fo
much art and induftry , and brought to light at
fuch an inftant, he did not confound the inno-
cent with the guilty. He took n.pon himfelf
the care of providing for the children, and ih-
formed Mrs. Stanhope, that fhe Ihould be exone-
rated from the expence of their future main-te-nance.

Lord Chefterfield's deareft hopes being thus de- 1769
feated, he endeavoured to fill up the vacancy by t0
an attention truly becoming his character and l 773-
rank. He had in the year 1767 adopted the
fon of his kinfman Mr. Stanhope of Mansfield,
heir to the title, but not to the eftates [63]. At
this advanced time of life we find him with nn-
common care, and even anxiety , fuperintending
the education of his fucceffor; and it is remarka-
ble, with what fatisfaction he acquaints the bifhop
of Waterford with the early profpeüs of his im-

provement
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1769 provement [64]. The choice he made of a per-
t0 fon to accompany the young gentleman in his

trave's9 an<̂ t0 ta^e care of his educa îon, was
worthy of hirafelf [65] ; and the correfpon-
dence, which, notwithflanding his infirmities, he
regularly kept up with him, is an undoubted
proof how much he had at heart the future luftreof the honours he bore. Thefe letters have not
yet appeared under any fanftion of authority;
but the principle of them is fo noble, and the
end propofed fo becoming the dignity of a great
name, that it is hoped they will not always be
withheld from the public. It is piain, from a let-
ter of the earl's to Mr. Dayrolles-, dated Sept,
10, 1772, that this attention cöntinued the fameto the end of his life.

In the year 1771, the earl's good friend the
bifhop of Waterford met with a very fevere mif-
fortune in his family. His fon Mr. Chenevix, a
gentleman of the moft promifmgexpedtation, had
it not been for a confumptive habit (of which his
conftitution gave early fymptoms) feil a facrifice
to that fatal diftemper,notwithftanding all his care
by regularity of diet and exercife to put a ftop to
it . Hedied at Nice, to which place he had been
fent by his indulgent father, in the fond hope of
reftoring his health. Lord Chefterfield's friend-
fhip for the bifhop of Waterford was too ftrong
to be merely perfonal. It extended to his whole
family. The bifbop's brother, lieutenant-colonel
Chenevix of the Carabineers, had received marks
of the earl's.regard and confidence during his ad-
miniftration in Ireland, and had acquitted himfelf
with an ability and integrity fuitable to the truft
repofed in him [66]. The death of this gallant
and worthy officer, which happened in the year
1758, was much regretted by his lordfhip. The
fame caufe operating in a greater degree, and
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aided, moreover, by that partiality our earl al- 1769
vvays feems to have entertained for the rifing 10
generation, wherever he difcovered the dawnings |2Z£l
of merit to juftify it, had from the beginning
warmly interefted hira in favour of young Mr.
Chenevix. He made frequent inquiries about
him, and in particular we find him in the
year 1761 earneftly congratulating the bifhop
on the fuccefs of his fon at the univerfity, and
on the report of his being likely to anfwer not
only the hopes, but the wiihes of his worthy fa-
ther [67J. Thefe congratulations are repeated in
1767, when Mr. Chenevix firft appeared in the
pulpit [68] . The earl's letter to the bifhop of the
igth December 1771, is a letter of condolence on
the melancholy event of his fon's death. This is
the laft letter from the earl to the bifhop in this
colleftion; and it is probably the laft he ever
wrote to him : his correfpondence thus clofing
with the kind office of endeavouring to adminifter
comfort to his friend, labouring under the fame
affliäion he had himfelf but lately experienced.
It is obfervable, that he prefcribes to him the fame
kind of relief. The care ofyour grandfon, fays the
earl, will be a proper avocation from your grief.

We have already given an account of lord
Chefterfield's health to the year 1769. From that
time, the only material alteration in it was a
ftubborn inflammation in his eyes, which fre-
quently deprived him of the only comfort he had
left. His fears upon this occafion, left he fhould
totally lofe the bleffing of fight, are expreffed in ,
the ftrongeft terms. It is obferved in the notes
fubjoined to a few of his laft letters to the bifhop
of Waterford, that the Originals are fome of them
written in a very trembling hand ; and that there
are others which are evidently in the hand-writing

of
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1769 of another perfon. This goes no further than the

t0_ latter end of 1771. I am informed, from private
U ĵ̂ authority [6g], that the few letters the earl fent

in the year 1772, were all didtated to an ama-
nuenfis, and only figned by him.

Lord Chefterfield had now, as he himfelf men-
tions otit-lived almoft all his friends and contem-
poraries. He had ftill, however, one brother
living, Sir William Stanhope ; who had for fome
years been in a very precarious flate of health,
and had been obliged to pafs his winters in the
fouth of France, in order to avoid the rigour of
this climate. In the fummer 1772, Sir William,
on his annual return to England, was taken fud-
denly ill, and died near Dijon, not being able to
proceed any further on hisjourney [70] .

Lord Chefterfield himfelf had been feized in the
beginning of the fame fummer with a diarrhoea,
which bafHed the beft endeavours of the medical
art. He mentions it in the laft letter to his
friend Mr. Dayrolles, publifhed in this collection,
dated Sept. 24, 1772- This fymptom continued
more or lefs troublefome ever after, and was in
the end the caufe of his death. He was afflidted
with no other illnefs, and remained to the laft free
from all manner of pain, enjoying his furprizing
memcry and prefence of mind to his lateft breath;
perfectly compofed and refigned to part with life,
and only regretting , that death was fo tardy to
meet him.

Upon the morning of his deceafe, and about
half an hour before it happened, Mr . Dayrolles
called upon him to make his ufual vifit. When
he had entered the room, the valet de cbambre
opening the curtains of the bed announced Mr.
Dayrolles to his lordfhip. The earl juft found

ftrength
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ftrength enovigh, in a faint voice, to fay, Give 1769
Dayrolksa Chair. The.fe were the laft words he t0
was heard to fpeak. They were eharacteriftic ; lJJJ ^,
and were remarked by the very able and attentive
phyfician[71] who was dien in the room. His
good breeding, faid that gentieman , only quits bim
•with his Hfe.

Thus died, on the 24-th day of March, 1773,
Philip-Dormer Stanhope, earl of Chefterfield ; a
nobleman unequalled in his time, for variety of
talents, brilliancy of wit, politenefs, and elegance
of converfation, At once a man of pleafure and
of bufinefs; yet never fufFering the former to
encroach upon the latter. ~His embaffy in Holland
markshis fkill, dexterity , and addrefs, as an able
negotiator. His adminiftration in Ireland, where
his name is fti'll revered by all ranks and orders
of men, indicates his integrity , vigilance, and
fcund policy as a ftatefman . His fpeeches in
pariiament fix his reputation as a diftinguifhed
orator, in a refined and uncommon fpecies of
eloquence. His conducl in public life was up-
right, confcientious, and fteady : in private,
friendly and affeftionate : in botb, pleafant,
amiable, and conciliating.

Thefe were his excellencies;—let thofe who
furpafs him fpeak of his defe&s.

END O F THE M E M O I R S.
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NOTES of the INTRODUCTION.

[i ] OEVERAL of the Roman writers have owned
this. Livy, in particular, expreffes himfelf in the follow-
ing manner: " Vitiatam memoriam funebribus laudibus
" reor, falfifque imaginum titulis, dum familiae ad fe
" quaeque famam rerum geftarum honorumque fallente
" mendacio trahunt . Inde certe et fingulorum gefta,
" et publica monumenta rerum confufa." Liv. VIII. 40.

[2] In his life of Atticus, indeed, he holds a much
fupenor rank, for he was his contemporary.

[3] In a converfation which I had with his lordfhip,
foon after his eleclion into the French academy of infcrip-
tions and helles lettres, I mentioned, as it was not unlikely
that I might be called upon to fend to his new affbciates
fome account of his life, it were to be wifhed, that he
would furnifh nie with materials for fuch a tafk. This
he thought fit to decline, though not averfe from the
propofal. His lordfhip modeftly added, that few or no
lives could ftand the teil of minute examination . Yet I
have reafon to believe, that he had himfelf fome inten-
tion of this kind, and was perhaps at that very time em-
ployed in the undertaking . The bifhop of Waterford,
his chaplain and friend, expreffes his furprife that nothing
fhould have been found among the late earl's papers con-
cerning the hiftory of his own times. " His lordfhip,"
he fays, " repeated to him more than once, that he was
" writing it, as far as his memory (which was a good
" one) would furnifh him with matter and lord S—,
whofe mother was firft coufm to lord Chefterfield, affured
the bifhop as having it from Sir William Stanhope, that
one day, upon his brother's fhewing him his manufcripts,
he had told him, that by his will he had left him the pub-
lication of them ; and then added, publiß tkem as foon as
you dare.

NOTES
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[i ] JjY a miftake in Collins's Peerage of England, vol.
II. p. 270. the time of his birth is piaced one year later.
Lord Cheftei field often mentioned this to his friends;but he did not think it worth while to have it correfted.
This particular I firft learned from Dr . Mounfey, phy-
fieian to Chelfea hofpital, a friend to the earl ; and as it
appears from one of his letters to him (vide colleäion
publifhed by Mrs. Eugenia Stanhope, vol. II. p. 603,
4.T.0), exaclly of the fame age. This date might be con-
firmed by paffages of his letters to his fon and to other
perfons, and it will be found of fome importance froman anecdote hereafter related.

[2] Their family has been eftablifhed in the north of
England for many Centimes, even before the time of
Edward I. ; but from the reign of that king 's grandfon,
their principal eftates have been in Nottinghamfhire and
in Derbyfhire. See Collins's Peerage, p. 257.

[ ?] The earls of Stanhope, Harrington , &c.
[4] The duke of Newcaftle, the earl of Huntingdon,

lord Southwell, &c.
[5] Jonn Polyander of Kerkhoven, lord of Heenvliet.

Vaderlandfche Hiftorie, Book XLlIi . p. 298.
[6] This may account for his being at leaft a tacit pro-

moter of the revolution, and for his joining with the
court on fome important queftions, and in particular in
one of the protefts of the year 1689, againft the facra-
mental teft, which excluded proteftant duTenters as well
as catholics from public employments. It is affirmed in
the Peerage (ibid.), that he received his education with
the lafe king William ; but this is furely an anachronifm,
as he was feventeen years older than that prince.

[7] That part of the king's forefts on this fide Trent,,
near Nottingham , where the famous Robinhood lived,

called
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calledthorny-wood, is part of Sherwood foreft, and is en •
tailed on the Chefterfield title.

[8] I cannot refift the temptation of tranfcribing
(thoughI will not venture to tranflate it) this lord's cha-rafter, as it was drawn by the mafterly hand of count
Anthony Hamilton, who, having followed king James
in his exile, was one of the principal Ornaments of the
court of St. Germain, and there compofed feveral French
pieces füll of wit and humour. His principal work, en-
titled, Memoires du comte de Grammont(vilely tranflated
by Boyer), contains more authentic , though fcandalous,
anecdotes of thofe licentious times than any other extant.
The count defcribcs this lord Chefterfield, to whom we
Ihall foon fee he could not be very partial, in the follow-
ing terms. " II avoit le vifage fort agreable, la tete affez
" belle, peu de taille et moins d'air. II ne manquoit pas
" d'efprit. Un long fejour en Italie lui en avoit com-" munique la ceremonie dans le commerce des hommes," et la defiance dans celui des femmes. II avoit ete fort
" ha'i du roi (Charles II ) parce qu'il avoit ete fort aime
" de la Caftlemaine. Le bruit commun etoit qu'il avoit
" eu fes bonnes graces, avant qu'elle fut mariee ; et com-
" me ni Tun ni l'autre ne s'en defendoit, on le croyoit" alTez volontiers." Mem. de Grammont , ch. VIII.

[9] The partiality of lady Chefterfield to George Ha¬milton, the hiftorian's brother, and to the duke of York ;
and the adventure which happened on her being remov-
ed by her lord to his country -feat, an event occafioned
by the inftigation of the former lover, and the unguard-
ed bebavioitr of the latter , are admirably related by the
fame author. It is with regret that I find myfelf under
the neceffity of omitting this humorous account ; I fhall
only tranfcribe the foilowing paffage. " La cour fut
" remplie de cet evenement, mais peu de gens approu-
" voient le procede de my lord Chefterfield. On regar-
" doit avec etonnement en Angleterre un homme qui
" avoit la malhonnetete d'etre jaloux de fa femme ; mais
" dans la ville c.e fut un prodige inconnu jufqu 'alors de
" voir un mari recourir a ces moyens violens pour pre-
" venir ce que craint et que merite la jaloufie. On ex-
" cufoit pourtant le pauvre Chefterfield autant qu'on
" l'ofoit fans s'attirer la haine publique, en aceufant la

" mauvaife
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" mauvaife education qu' il avoit eue. Toutes les meres
" promirent bien ä Dieu que leurs enfants ne mettroient
" jamais le pied en Italie pendant leurs vies, pour en rap-
" porter cette vilaine habitude de contraindre leurs fem-
" mes." Ibid. Among the wits who diftinguifhed them-
felves on this occafion, vvere Sr. Evremond, the .earlsof
Rochefter and Dörfer, Sir Charles Sedley, Sir George
Etberedge, and many more.

[io ] In the neighbourhood of Twickenham.
{i i ] This dedication, like raoft others, is a fulforne

panegyric. Nothing, fays an ingenious author, fpeaking
of our poet, can exceed the flattery of a genealogifl tut that
of a dedicator. (Walpole's Noble Authors.) Mr. Dryden's
patron, at the time that he debafed himfelf fo much as to •
accept of this incenfe, was in his grand climacleric. His
grandfon, at a much earlier period, would have rejeäed
it with indignation.

[i 2] The following information I fince recdved from
the bifhop of Waterford . " The earl of Chefterfield's
" father was educared at Weftminfterfchool , under the
" fämous Dr . Büfby, and was thought to have ftrong
" parts. He was a high tory, if not a Jacobite ; for he
" was even fufpetled to have fent money to the pretender,
" and was difpleafed that his fon had accepted any em-
" ployment , particularly one which he did not think
" confiderable enough f̂or a perfon of his rank and for-
" tune . He was, as I have often heard, of a morofe
" difpofuion, of violent paffions, and often thought that
" peopie behaved ill to him, when they did not in the
«' leaft intend it."

[13] The marquis of Halifax died in 1695, a year
after the birth of a grandfon, who may, perhaps, juftly
be compared to him in extent of capacity, fertility of
genius, and brilliancy of wir, They both diftinguifhed
themfelves in pariiament by their eloquence ; at court,
by their knowledge of the world ; in Company, by
their art of pleafing. They were both very u.fefüi
to their fovereigns, though not much attached either
to the prerogative or to the perfon of any king.
They both knew, humoured, and defpifed, the dir-
ferent parties. The Epicurean philofophy was their
common ftudy. Lord Halifax drew a mafterly characlerof
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of bifhop Burnet, and a ftill more elaborate one of king
Charles II. ; and he wrote maxims not much inferior
to thofe of La Rochefoucauld Lord Chefterfield has
left moral effays which Addifon and Swift would not have
difowned; and fketches or charaders worthy of his grand-
father's pen. The advice of the one to his daughter,
and the letters of the other to his fon, may alfo admit of
a comparifon.

This was already written , when I had the fatisfa&ion
to find that my idea was confirmed by the bifhop of Wa¬
terford. I quote his letter , as it contains a remarkable
ftroke of lord Halifax's wit.

" I have heard that his lordfhip (the earl of Chefter-
" field) had much of the fame kind of wit as his grandfa-
" ther the marquis of Halifax . An anfwer of his, which his
" lordfhip told me, is, I think, fome proof of it. At the
" beginning of the revolution, feveral perfonsof rank who
" had been very zealous and ferviceable in bringing about
" this happy event, but at the fame time had no great a-
" bilities, applied for fome of the moft confiderable em-
" ployments in the government. The marquis being
" confulted upon this, anfwered ; I remember to have read
" in bißory that Rome was faved by geefe; but I do not re-
" member that thefe geefe were made con/uls."

[14] Of the fons, Sir William Stanhope was next tolord
Chefterfield in birth. He was by no means deftitute of
partsand vivacity ; but his turn of mind, fomewhat fimi-
lar to his father's, made him fo great a favourite, that
while the father allowed his eldeft fon only an annual fti-
pend of five hundred pounds, he fettled upon the fecond,
on his marriage, his Buckingharhfhire eftate, worth eight
thoufand pounds a year. Sir William reprefented the
county in feveral parliaments, and onthe revival of the order
of the Bath in 1725, he was elefted one of the knights.
The third fon John was, .1 know not for what reafon, en-
tirely omitted in his father's will ; but lord Chefterfield al¬
lowed him above a thoufand pounds a year, procured him
a feat in parliament for Nottingham , and employed him
as fecretary of embaffy at the Hague . He inherited, in
1736, an eftate of three thoufand pounds a year, left by
their uncle lord Charles Wotton to the fourth fon Charles,
and entailed upon the other brothers ; and, in cafe of fai-

Vol. I. Iure
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Iure of iffue male, upon earl Stanhope and his heirs. I
am informed by lady Chefterfield, that this Charles Stan¬
hope was a mau of a raoft amiable difpofition. Of thetwo
daughters , lady Gertrude Hotham is ftill living, and pre-
ferves, in an advanced age, her brother 's manly wit, u-
nited with every female virtue. She was alfo brought up
by lady Halifax.

[15] " My father was neither defirous nor able to ad-
" vife me." Cheft. Let . to hisfon, vol. I, p. 215.

He left, however, to lord Chefterfield, by 'his will, his
whole perfonal eftate, together with the two real eftates
in Derbyfhire and Nottinghamfhire , and the reverfion of
that in Buckinghamfhire. Lord Chefterfield, out of
friendihip to Sir William Stanhope, confented to hisfell-
ing out to the value of one thoufand pounds a year,topayibme debts.

[16] She was daughter to the honourable William Pier¬
point. Collins's Peerage, II. 270.

[17] " When I was at your age (about eleven years
" old) I fhould have been afhamed if any boy of that age
" had learned his book better , or played at any play bet-" ter than I did ; and I fhould not have refted a moment
" tilllhadgotbeforehim ." Letters to hisfon, vol. I.p.156.

[18] Richard Cromwell died July 13, 1712, at Chef¬hunt in Hertfordfhire . Biograph. Britan.
[19] He was, from his infancy, accuftomed to fpeak

French, having had a female-fervant, born in Normandy,
to attend him ; but her language was not very pure.
When lord Chefterfield was laft at Paris in 1741, M.
Fontenelle having remarked that he had fomething ofaNorman accent, afked him, whether he had not firft
learned French from a perfon of that province. His
lordfhip anfwered, that the obferyation was very juft.

[22] There is fomething very pleafmg in obferving
the firft dawnings of fuch a man's genius ; and thefe are
ftrongly apparent in the letters which I think myfelf hap-
py to be able to comraunicate to the public in their origi¬nal drefs. I owe them to an intimate friend of mine who
was related to Mr. Jouneau. They will be added to thisaccount.

[23] It cannot be difowned, that at a more advanced
pcnodof life, he fhewed no great partiality to his Alw*Mater, having neither fent his fon, nor his fucceffor, to& ' either
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either univerfity. This may be accounted for from his
great defire of facrificing to the Graces; andthefegoddeffes
muft certainly have been not a little difgufted at fome of
the academieal pracYices pointed out in the following paf-
fage. " When I firft went to the univerfity, I drank and" fmoaked, notwithftanding the averfion I had to wine
" and tobacco, only becaufe I thought it genteel, and" that it made me look like a man." Letters to his fon,
vol. I. p. 316.

[24] With Dr. Johnfon of Trinity Hall, and profeffor
civil law at Cambridge. He was a man of parts and

abilities, and a zealous whig.
[25] Profeffor Saunderion, who, though deprived of

his eyes, taught his pupils to make the beft ufe of theirs.
[26] His private tutor was Mr . Crow, member of the

College, and bred up at Eton fchool. He was a very
good Latin and Greek fcholar, and, having taken the de-
gree of doclor of divinity, was made chaplain to Dr . Gib-
fon bifhop of London, and afterwards to George II. The
refpedtable prelate, to whom I am obliged for this and
feveral other interefting particulars, informs me, that
when lord Chefterfield was at the univerfity, he ufed to
ftudy in his apartment , without ftirring out of it tili 6
o'clock in the evening.

[27] " When I firft came into the world—at nine-
" teen, I left the univerfity of Cambridge, where I was
" an abfolute pedant. When I talked my beft, I talked
" Horace; when I aimed at being facetious, I quoted
" Martial ; and when I had a mind to be a fine gentle-• man, I talked Ovid. I was convinced that none but
" the ancients had common fenfe ; that the clafiics con-
" tained every thing that was either neceffary or ufeful,
" or ornamental to men : and I was not without thoughts" of wearing the toga viiilis of the Romans, inftead of the" vulgär and illiberal drefs of the moderns." Letters to
his fon, vol. II. p. 168.

[28] Of what confequence lord Chefterfield thought
eloquence to be, as the only way of making a figure in par-
liament, appears from feveral of his letters, and in parti¬
kular the LXIX . vol. II. and how much this was his ob-
jedt at the univerfity, may be feen from the following

Qj2 quotation.
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quotation. " So long ago as when I was at Cambridge,
*' whenever I read pieces of eloquence (and indeed they
** were my principal ftudy) whether ancient of modern,
" I ufed to write down the fhining pafläges, and then
*' tranflate them as well and as elegantly as ever I could;
" if Latin or French , into Englifh ; if Englifh into French,
" This , which I pradtifed for fome years, not only im-
" proved and formed my ftyle, but imprinted in my
" mind and memory the beft thoughts of the beft authors.
" The trouble was little, but the experience I have ac-
" quired wasgreat ." Ibid. p. 328.

[29] Mr . Knight himfelf, a member and an ornament
of the College in which lord Chefterfield received bis edu-
cation, has moft obligingly furnifhed rae with the follow-
ing dates. The honourable Philip Stanhope was admitted
at Trinity hall, Cambridge, Auguft 1712, and quitted it
December 1714.

[30] In his letter to Mr. Jouneau, dated from the
Hague , ioth of Auguft , N . S. the day before the death
of queen Ann. He was going to leave that place whenhe wrote this letter.

[31] " When I went abroad, I firft went to the Hague,
" where gaming was much in fafhion, and where I ob-
" ferved that many people of fhining rank and character
*' gamed too4 I was then young enough and filly enough
" to believe that gaming was one of their accomplifhmeuts;
" and as 1 aimed at perfe&ion, I adopted gaming asa
" necefTary ftep to it. Thus I acquired by error the habit
*' of ä vice, which, far from adorning my charadter, has,
" I am confcious, been a great blemilh in it." Letter to
his fon, vol. II. p. 352.

[32] Mr. Gervais late dean of Tuäm , who attended
lord Burlington in his travels, and was often prefent at
thefe Interviews, gave this account to the bifhop of Wa-
terfordi

[33] Letter to Mr. Jouneau , dated Paris, 7dl Deceffi-
ber , 1714.

[34] See lord Chefterfield's Mifcellaneous Pieces, N°xxm. xxiv.
. [35] Letters to his fon, vol. I. Lett . CLXXXf.

[36] See
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[q6] See letters to bis fon, and in particular letter
CLXXXI. in vol. I. His lordfhip defcribes in it, with great
vivacity and wit, his embarraffment and confufion on being
firft introduced into the Company of ladies of diftin&ion in
France, and of the noviciate he was engaged in by one
of thefe ladies. It was very natural that he fhould re-
commend the means which fucceeded with him, to one
whom he fo ardently wifhed to bring up to his level.

[37] See the above letter to Mr . Jouneau.
[38] They make part of a very curious collection of

original letters, lately prefented to the Britifh Mufeum by
my friend and colleague Doclor Charles Morton.

[39] The fame account was given me by my late ex-
cellent friend, Dr . Birch, and is found in fome of the pa-
pers he left to the Britifh Mufeum, of which he was one
of the firft truftees, and has fhewn himfelf a moft gene-
rous benefadtor.

[40] Particulars of Bolingbroke's retirement , from Dr.
Birch's papers.

1

NOTES
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[1] AHE death of Lewis XIV. happened the begin-ning of September 1715, while an enterprize was onfoot in favour of die pretender
[2] " If milder meafures had been purfued, certain it** is, that the tories would never have univerfally em-" braced jacobitifm . The violence of the whigs forced" them into the arms of the pretender ." So fays lord

Bolingbroke. See letter to Sir William Wyndham, p.86, 87.
[3] See the debates in the houfe of commons, vol. VI.Though thefe parliamentary journals , as well as the pro-

ceedings of the houfe of peers, are deftitute of fufficientauthority to authenticate all the particulars of the fpeech-es ; yet as thofe perfons who were principally concerned
have not difowned them, they may be quoted as being uponthe whole not very defettive. This fpeech of lord Chef-
terfield was delivered on the 5th of Auguft 1715 ; andas we know from himfelf, that he fpoke a month (or ratherfix weeks) before he was of age, the date mentioned inthe beginning is fufficiently afcertained. The bifhop ofWaterford 's account of this tranfa&ion differs in a few
particulars of no great importance. I had this, I think,from unqueftionable authority.

[4] A perfon under the age of twenty -one years can-not be elefted to fit in parliament ; the election is void;
and for fitting and voting in the houfe of commons, theforfeit is £ . 500. Jacob 's Law Diclionary.

[5] See the humorous account he gives of this noviciatein letter CLXXXI . to bis fon, vol. I.
[6] john Dalrymple, earl of Stair, a nobleman equallyeminent for his a&ivity, fpirit, and abilities, in the cabi-net and in the field.

[7] See
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[7] See the French letter of the earl of Stair to fecre-
tary Craggs, printed in the fame volume with lord Bo-
lingbroke's letter to Sir William Wyndham , London,
17.53. A friend affures me, that the circumftances con-
tained in this letter relative to the pretender may be de-
pended upon. I cannot help fufpeding that the remark-
able words of bifhop Atterbury , when, on being put on
fhore at Calais, and hearing that lord Bolinbroke, who
had juft obtained his pardon, was arrived there on his
way to England, he faid, Then we are excbanged, conveyed
an infinuation that his lordfhip was rewarded for the in-
formations procured of the confpiracy for which the bi¬
fhop fuffered.

[8J This äppears from the following anecdote which I
owe to the bifhop of Waterford , who had it from his no¬
ble patron. " Düring the time of the debates on the Excife
" Bill, the queen endeavoured to perfuade lord Stair not
" to be concerned in the oppolition. She told him that
" fhe wifhed, for his fake, that he would not meddle with
" politics, but would confine himfelf to the affairs of
" the army, as being a better judge of them • to which
" he anfwered; Madam, if I had not meddled with po-
" litics, I fhould not now have the honour of paying
" my refpects to you ; hinting, by this, that her majefty
" owed the crown to his condudr. when ambaffador at Pa-
" ris during the time of the rebellion in 1715."

[9] See the earl of Stair's fecond memorial prefented to
the regent after the pretender 's return to Paris.

[10] In the year 1694, the 6th of William and Mary.
[10*] Letters to his fon, vol. II. p. 345.
[11] He even thought a period of feven years too fhort

for Ireland, and expreffed himfelf to the bifhop of Wa¬
terford in the following manner. " You are all wild about
" eleclions in Ireland, and want, it feems, to have all
" the ill-blood, expence, and riot, which they occafion,

renewed every feven years. I wifh you would be quiet,
" for I prophecy that you will get no good by your poli-
" tics."

[*2] " That fhameful method of governing, which
had been gaining ground infenfibly ever fmce Char-

- les II. has, with uncommon fkill and unbounded pro-
' ' fuüon.
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fufion, been brought to a degree of perfeftion, wliicli,*' at this time, difhonours and diflrefles this country,'*' and rnuft, if not checked (and God knows how it cari*' now be checked), ruin it."
[13] Letters to his fon, ibid. Lett .LXXXIX.
[14] The prince was offended that at the chrifteningof his fon the duke of Newcaftle ftood as Godfather ; and

he expreffed his refentment in fuch a manner as drcw up-on him his father's indignation. The prince often told
lord Chefterfield, " That little things affected hira more*' than great ones ; and he was often put fo much out of" huraour, at his private levee, by a miftake or Wunder" of a valet de cbambre, that the gaping croud admitted to*' his public levee would, from his looks and filence, have*' concluded, that he had juft received fome dreadful
" news. Tacitus , added his lordfhip, would always havef- been deceived by him "

[15] A much more diftant relation •, for he was de-
fcended from Sir John Stanhope, father of the firft.earlof Chefterfield, by a fecond wife. He was employed mi¬
dier this reign as envoy-extraordinary and plenipotentiaryat the court of Spain, and greatly diftinguifhed himfelfas a negotiator. The late king appointed him his ambafla-
dor to the fame court, and advanced him to the dignity ofa peer, by the title of lord Harrington . He paffed fuc-
ceflively through the great officesof ftate, and was almoftall his life-time engaged in a different intereft from that of
lord Chefterfield, being fometimes preferred to him, and
fometimes fuperleded by him,

[16] By the firft of thefe acls, all perfonsin placesof
profit and truft , who aflifted at any place of worfhipwhere the common prayer was not ufed, forfeited their
places ; and, by the fecond, no perfon in Great Britainand Ireland was allowed, under pain of imprifonment, to
keepany fchool, or be tutor or fchool-mafter, that hadnot fubfcribed to the declaration to conform to the church
pf England , obtained a licence from the diocefan, re¬
ceived the facrament according to the communion of the
church, and abftained from reforting, at leaft for a twelve-month, to any conventicle of the dilTenters.

[17] Lord Guernfey's claufe was to compel any per-
|bn who took the abjuration oath, to acknowledge the di-

yine
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vine infpiration of the bible, and the do&rine of the Tri -
nity. It was rejefted by a great majority.

[18] By this biil the number of Englilh peers was not
to be enlarged beyond fix; the vacancies, in cafe of ex-
tinäion of titles, were to be fupported by the crown ; and,
inftead of the fixteen peers eledled for Scotland at every
new parliament, twenty-five were to be made hereditary
members of the houfe of lords for that kingdom, and that
number kept upin cafe of failures.

[19] General Stanhope.
[20J Colonel William Stanhope and his brother Charles

Stanhope.
[21] The king, who was at fupper, was no fooner in-

formed of the earl's death, than unable toconceal his grief,
and with tears in his eyes, he rofe from table, and with-
drevv. The countefs of Chefterfield, who was prefent,
favoured me with this account of that king's great fenü-
bility. Lord Chefterfield himfelf, raany years afterwards,
found an opportunity of exprefling his fentimentsof that
nobleman's merit in the following words. " The bill now
" "before us (that for reftraining the power of the crown,
" with regard to the difmiflion of officers) is in the very
" fame terms with a bill drawn up in the laft reign by as" able and honeft a minifter as ever ferved the crown.
" He was indeed an honeft and difmterefted minifter;
" for he had the happinefs of his country fo much at
" heart, that he negleeied his own, and has left little elfe
w to his fon but the honour of having a feat among your
" lordftiips." Debates of the Houfe of Lords, vol. IV.
p. 2GO.

[22] The lords juftices appointed on thisoccafion were,
the archbifhop of Canterbury , lord chancellor Parker,
lordTownftiend lord prefident, the duke öfKingfton lord
privy feal, the duke of Argyll lord fteward, the duke of
Newcaftle lord chamberlain, the duke of Grafton lord
lieutenant of Ireland, the dukes of Bolton, Devonfhire,
Marlborough, and Roxburgh , the earl of Sunderland, the
earls Berkeley and Stanhope, and Mr . fecretary Craggs.

[23] From Spain, almoft during this whole reign, and
in 1717 from Sweden and Ruffia. It was rather fingular,
that thefe two laft powers, aclually at war with one ano-
ther, fhould have thought of making peace only with a
View of uniting tp attack England.

[24] 1"
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[24! In 1715 and 1719.
[25] In 1718 and 1722.
[26] In 1720, the South-Sea affair notonly fhook pub¬

lic credit, but alfo the opinion that foreign nations might
have entertained of Britifh wifdom. France , however,
had no reafon to triumph. She had her Miffiffipi.

[27] The death of Lewis XIV. who furvived queen
Ann but one year, changed the political fyflem of both
courts. George I. had not a more faithful and vigilant
friend than the regent of France. They were in fome-
what fimilar circumftances. Spain threatening, and in-
deed trying, equally to deprive the duke of Orleans of
his fucceffion to the throne of France, and king George
of the poffeffion of that of England . It was this confide-
ration which bound them fo faft together, and united
thera to a certain degree in their wars. But as this con-
neclion was perfonal, it did not extend to the interefts of
England ; and the French miniftry heartily wifhed to
make the reftoration of Gibraltar to Spain the price of
fettling firmly the French fucceffion. As foon as that
was fecured by the majority and marriage of their king,
the peaceful correfpondence between the two nations wasat an end.

[28] Her houfe was the refort of the befl Company at
Rome ; and to that intercourfe, as well as to the inftruc-
tions of fo aecomplifhed and virtuous a lady, her fons
owed all their improvement and fuccefs.

[39] By error °f Pre ŝ (v'ce 29). The word gyno*
craeywas in fome meafure created at the beginning of the
next period, and was often made ufe of by Pope and hisfriends.

[30] He died in 1716.
[31] See the charaders of both as fpeakers in lordChefterfield's Letters to his Son.
[32] He preferved that dignity in the celebrated fpeech

he made in the houfe of peers before his commitment to
the To *er. Even his great antagonift Bolingbroke, who
feems to have treated him with too much feverity, owned
in private converfation, that his anfwer to the Dutch am-
baflädor Mr . Buys, at the Council in 1712, was a mafter-
piece of compofition, and delivered in a mafterly manner.

[33] Letters
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[33] Letters to his fon, vol. I.
[34] The duke of Wharton 's chara&er has been ad-

mirably drawn by Mr . Pope, and his hiftory is fuffi-
ciently known. The following fact, which is extracted
from a book, the ingenious authorof which had the bell
opportunity of being well informed of it, will furnifh us
at oncea proof both of his talents and profligacy. " His
" grace, then in oppofition to the court, went to Chelfea
" the day before the laft debate on the bifhop of Ro-
" chefter's affairs•, where acting contrition, he profeffed
" being determined to work out his pardon at court by
" fpeaking againft the bifhop ; in order to which he beg-
" ged fome hin£s. The minifter was deceived, and went
" through the whole caufe with him, pointing out where
" the ftrength of the argument lay, and where its weak-
" nefs. The duke was very thankful , returned to town,
" palfed the night in drinking ; and , without going to
" bed, went to the houfe of lords, where he fpoke for
" the bifhop, recapitulating in the moft mafterly man-
" ner, and anfwering all that had been argued againft
" him." Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors, vol.
II. p. 127. .

[35] That of York had been refufed to him in the laft
reign: and it is faid, that he entertained hopes of being
bribed by that of Canterbury in this.

[36] I find in one of my late refpectable friend Dr.
Birch's papers the following anecdote. " Lord Harcourt
" leaving the old miniftry , provoked Atterbury 's abu-
" five tongue. He, in return, declared, that, on the
" queen's death, the bifhop came to him and to lord
" Bolingbroke, and faid, nothing remained but immedi-
" ately to prociaim K. J . He further offered, if they
" would give him a guard, to put on his lawn fleeves
" and head the proceflion."

[37] The following anecdote was often mentioned by
lord Chefterfield; and I fhall, to the beft of my remem-
brance, give it in his own words. " I went to Mr. Pope
" one morning at Twickenham , and found a large folio
" bible with gik clafps lying before him upon his table ;
" and, as I knew his way of thinking upon that book, l

" afked
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" äflced him jocofely, if he was going to write an an-
" fwer to it ? It is a prefent, faid he, or rather a legacy," from my old friend the bifhop of Roehefler. I wem
" to take mv leave of him yefterday in the Tower , where
" 1 faw this bib'e lipon his table. After the firft compii-
" ments, the bifhop faid to me, My friend Pope, confi-
" dering your infirmities and my age and exile, it is not
" likely that we fhould ever meet again • and thereforeI
" g' ve y ou this legacy to remember me by it. Take it
" home with you, and let me advife you to abide by it.
" —Does your lordfhip abide by it yourfelf ?—I do.——
" If you do, my lord, it is but lately. May I beg to
" know what new light or arguments have prevailed with
" you now, to entertain an opinion fo contrary to that
" which you entertained of that book all the former part
** of your life ?—The bifhop replied, We have not time
" to talk of thefe things ; but take home the book ; I
" will abide by it ; and I recommend to you to do fo too,
" and fo God Siefs you."

[38] The contraft between thefe two charaders is
ftrongly marked in lord Chefterfield's letters, vol. I. p.
462 . from which fome of the ftrokes have been taken.

[39] See Dr . Taylor 's Diflertation prefixed to his edi-tion of Demofthenes.
[40] Lord Bathurft.
[41] That I am not fingular in this idea of our

earl's eloquence will appear from the fubjoined account
which was given of it by a contemporary writer in the
Gentleman's Magazine for March, 1740 ; it was well
received, but feems rather too vague and pompous." Lord Chefterfield while he fat in the houfe of com-
" mons, which he did for feveral years during the life of
" his father, difcovered not thofe extraordinary talents
" that have fmce diftinguifhed him as one of the moft
" accomplifhed orators his age or country has produced.
" When he begins to fpeak, he has a peculiar art of en-
" gaging the attention of his hearers, which he irrefifti-
" bly carriesalong with him to the end. He unites in his
" delivery all the graces of diclion that prevailed at
" Athens and Rorne, and expreffes himfelf with all the
" freedom which the Britifh conftitution allows, and all
" the dignity of a peer. He is by no means fparing of his

" Attic



NOTES O F S E C T I O N II. 245
" Attic fair, which he applies fo judicioufly, as to pleafe
« even thofe whom it might otberwife offend. He reafons
" with the calmnefs of a philofopher, he perfuades with the
" art of an orator, -he charms with the fancy of a poet."

[42] Lord Chefterfield makes ufe of this very word in
the idea he gives to his fon of parliamentary elcquence.
Lett. to his fon, vol. II.

[43] Tully could do no more. Whitfieid often did as
much.

[44] Intheyear 1717, he is mentioned in one of Mr.
Pope's letters to his friend Gay, as being in correfpond-
ence with him.

[45J The earl faid, That he never knew a man who
had more wit in converfation than Sir John Van Brugh,
and who, at the faroe time, was more good-natured.

[47] Dr. Arbuthnot was not only the earl's phyfician,
but his friend. He was often with him in a morning,
and more than once declared himfelf, in his prefence, a
patron of Chriftianity. He ufed frequently to communi-
cate his compofitions to his lordfhip. He defired him to
amend and correcl what he thought proper ; and was never
difpleafed at his lordfhip's making ufe of that privilege.

[48] It was probably at lord Chefterfield's defire that
Mr. Gay's Fables were compofed for the duke of Cum-
berland; but he wanted intereft to procure a fuitable re¬
turn to the author. His lordfhip attended at that poet's
funeral in November,, 1732, in Weftminfter -abbey, as
one of the pall-bearers.

[49] Mr. Pope likewife fhewed him fevera! of his pteces
in manufcript, that he might read them, and give him his
opinion. " Mr. Pope, it is faid in one of the magazines,
" being one day in Company at lord Cobham's with a great
" number of perfons of diftinclion, who were fcribbling
" verfes on their glaffes, was defired by lord Chefterfield
" to oblige them with a diftich extempore. Favour me
" with your diamond, my lord, faid the poet ; and im-
" mediately after wrote on his glafs.

" Accept a miracle, inftead of wit;
" See two bad lines by Stanhope's pencil writ ."

But a much finer, though equally ihort , charadter was
drawn of him and of Mr. Poulteney, by the fame hand :

" Iiow
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" How can I Pulteney, Chefterfield forget,
** While Roman fpirit charms, and Attic wit ?"

With thefe fentiments and under many obligations, it is
rather furprifmg he fhould have omitted him in his will
I have been told, there arofe fome difference between thenr
ori account of the late dutchefs of Marlborough, whoie
chara£ter, under the name of Atoflä, Mr . Pope was, tt
vain, folicited by his friend to give up.

[50] Thomfon, Maller, Hooke, Glover, &c. One ct.
thefe (Mr . Hammond) wrote, when only . 22 years old,
fome love-elegies in the true manner of Tibullus ; which
lord Chefterfield efteemed fo much, that, when the young
author died ten years afterwards, he took upon him the
pleafing tafk of publifhing them. The (hört preface
which he prefixed contains many ftrokes highly charac-
teriftic of his iordfhip's manner of thinking, as well as'of
his feelings.

[49] They procured many fubfcriptions to Mr . Gay for
the impreffion of his Fables ; and by the produce of thefe,
as well as by the fuccefs of the Beggar's Opera, that poet
was enriched as much as a poet commonly can, or per-
haps ought to be enriched. Mr . Aaron Hill had frequent
encouragements given him, notwithftanding his frequent
bickerings with Mr. Pope ; and even his great enemy Den¬
nis was relieyed in his old age, at the requeft. of a manwhom he had the moft reviled.

[50] I (hall copy the following article of one of the
bifhop of Waterfbrd 's letters to me. " Lord Chefler-
" field told me, that, one winter, he was very often in
" Company with Swift, and he obferved that he was very
" defirous to be more particularly acquainted with him,
" but that he would not pay him the firft vifit ; upon
" which his lordfhip condefcended to make the firft ad-
" vance. When he was made lord fteward, the dean
" applied for a place in favour of a friend. His lord-
" fhip complied with his application ; but , jocularly de-
" fired, that he fhould not mention his name in any of
" his writings."

[51] See
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[51] See his charadter drawn by lord Chefberfield in
one of his letters to his fon, vol. II. : to which may be
added the following particulars, imparted by the earl in a
private eonverfation (Dec. 3, 1749,) to one of his friends,
who took them down in writing, and communicated to
me this memorandum. " In a eonverfation I had this
" day with lord Chefterfield, upon the fubjecT: of lord
" Bolingbroke, he told me, that , though nobody fpoke
" and wrote better upon philofophy than his lordfhip, no
" man in the World had lefs fhare of philofophy than
" himfelf; that the leafl trifle, fuch as the over-roafting
" of a leg of mutton , would flrangely difturb and rüffle
" his temper ; and that his paffions conftantly got the bet-
" ter of his judgment . He added, that no man was
" more partial to his friends, and more ready to oblige
" them, than he was ; and that he would recommend
" them, and reprefent them, as fo many models of per-
" feftion: but , on the other hand, that he was a raoft
" bitter enemy to thofe he hated ; and though their merit
" might be out of all difpute, he would not allow them
" the leafl: fhare of it, but would pronounce them fo
" many fools and blockheads."

[52] My late friend Mr. Mallet has often repeated to
me that circumftance, which is ftrongly hinted at in lord
Bolingbroke's own works. The late lord Clanbraflil told
it the bifhop of Waterford ; and in a letter to Dr. Birch,
fromoneof his beft-informed correfpondents, I find it af-
ferted on no lefs an authority than that of the late earl of
Orford.

[53] Mr. Horace, afterwards lord Wal pole, treated this
report as a fable ; and the countefs of Chefterfield, who
was with the king in his laft expedition, affured me, that
whatever lord Bolingbroke might have been induced to
hope or to fay on that fubjed , the king never had fuch an
intention.

[54J His Dialogues on the Newtonian Syftem of At-
traction and Colours, have been tranflated into Englifh as
well as other languages. The manner emulates that of
Fontenelle's Plurality of Worlds , the philofophy is infi-
nitely fuperior. Lord Chefterfield recommended his fon
to that amiable philofopher at Berlin.

[55] Ihe
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[55] The firft edition of that poem was dedicated to

her by the author in an Englifh epiftle. It was printed in
London 1726.

[56] Mr. Voltaire acquired, during his ftay in England,
a confiderable knowledge of the language and of the man¬
ners of the nation. It was there that he compofed Iiis
Letters lipon the Englifh Nation, in which he ftrongly re-
commends inoculation to his countrymen . He likewile
publifhed in Englifh, an EfTay on Epic Poetry . His Tra-
gedy of Brutus was dedicated to lord Bolingbroke, and
that of Zaire to Sir Everard Fawkener. But above all,
he paid his court to Mr. Pope, tranfiated feveral paffages
of his works, and earneftly wifhed he would have done
him the fame honour. In an Englifh letter to this poet
from Mr. Voltaire, which I once had in my poffeflion, he
defired him to tranflate the following four beautiful lines
of his Henriade ; but I do not find that the Englifh bard
ever complied with his requeft.

" Leur empire n'a point de campngnes defertes,
" De leurs nombreux troupeaux leursplaines font cou-

vertes;
" Les guerrets de leurs bleds, les mers de leurs vaiffeaux;
" Iis font craints für la terre, ils font rois für les eaux."

[57] This he lamented in feveral of his letters, and if
I am well informed, it retarded for many years his mar-
riage with his lady ; King George I. who was acquainted
with this unfortunate propenfity, having, on that account,
oppofed and prevented the match.

[58] In one of the rooms at Bath, he met a young
nobieman juft arrived, who had the fame failing with him-
felf. He whifpered to his friend (pointing at the fame
time to fome people who ftood round them), beware of tbefi
fcoundreh; it is by flight ahne that you can preferve your
purfe. The nobieman believed him, quitted the room,
and on his return found the earl engaged at play with thofe
very harpies whom by his ad vice he had juft efcaped.

[59] The fame hand, whofe characler of his lordfhip
as an orator I juft tranfcribed from the Gentleman's Ma¬
gazine, thus defcribes the charms of his converfation.

« The
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" The moft barren fubje&s grow fruitful under his cul-
" ture, and the mofl trivial circumftances are enlivened
" and heightened by his addrefs. When he appears in
" the public walks, the Company encroach upon good
" manners to liften to hirn, or (if the expreffion may be
" allowed) to fteal fome of that fine wit, which animates
" even his common difcourfes.

" With poignant wit his converfe ftill abounds,
" And charms, like beauty, thofe it deepelt wounds."

Vot. I. R NOTES
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NOTES OF SECTION III.

[i ] AHE following Information, which I owe to the
bifhöp of Waterford , renders this conjecture not impro¬
bable. " At the beginning of the reign of George II,
" a perfon told lord Scarborough, lord Chefterfield, and
" lord Lonfdale, that the king intended to clofet them
" with regard to fomething that was to be propofed to the
" houfe of lords : but they all three requefted that Iiis
<£ majefty would not do it, for it would have no influence
" upon them ; but , on the contrary , make them fo much
" the more upon their guard, being determined to vote
" accordingto their own way of thinking, as their honour" and confcience diredted them." What this bufinefs was
we cannot conjeclure ; but it is remarked by the Compiler
of the Hiftory and Proceedings of the Houfe of Lords,
vol. IV. p. 7. that, " the order againft the admiffion of
" ftraügers into the houfe was fo ftritfly obferved this fef-
" fion (the firfb of the new parliament), that no account
" of their lordfhips fpeeches or debates was publifhed as
" ufual after the recefs ; and that no one proteft therein
*' has appeared/'

[2] In return to the embaffy from the States to com-
pliment the new king on his acceffion.

[3] Perhaps it were to be wifhed, notwithftanding his
great fuceefs, that this plan might have taken place. Bs
addrefs ar.d penetration, as well as his conciliating fpirit,
would have been ftill more ufefuily exerted in difpofing
the two nations that have the greateft weight on the con-
tinent , to maintain the peace of Europe, inftead of dif-
turbing it.

[4] The fenfe that was entertained of lord Chefterfield's
important fervices in this embafTy, may be evinced by
the following extradt from a letter of lord Townlhend's
to the ambaflador, dated Sept. 6, 1729. " 1 cannot

" conclude
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<! conclude this letter without applying myfelf particularly
" to your excellency with all the joy imaginable—your
" condudt, your acftivity, your zeal, your ability in per-
" forming the king's commands, gave his majefty the ut-
" moft fatisfadion ; and I congratulate your excellency,
" not only on your fuccefs, but on this opportunity of
" fhewing his majefty, of how much importance it has
" been to his fervice, to have had fo dextrous, vigilant,
" and zealousa minifter as yourfelf at the Hague, in this
" critical conjedture." This , and fome other information
of the fame kind, was obtained from fome original re-
cords, to which Dr . Maty had accefs.

[5] Mr. Vitriarius, a man of great knowledge, can-
dor, and virtue. His countrymen , the Germans, are fup-
pofed to underftand the jus publicum and gentium better
than the learned of any other nations. The origin and
ftate of their very complicated conftitution renders this
ftudy of particular importance to them. It was during
his travels in Germany that lord Carteret acquired his ex-
tenfive notions of the cuftoms and laws, as well as of the
conftitution, of the empire ; and with the fame views lord
Chefterfield fent his fon to the univerfity of Leipzig, to
acquire, under profeffor Mafcow, that knowledge which
he found fo ufeful to himfelf.

[6] Lord Chefterfield's Letters to his fon, vol. I. Lett.
CLXXXIX.

L7] Unfortunately thefe were not always the beft chofen
or enjoyed with moderation ; but yet he continued faith-
ful to his rule, and though he might fometimes go to bed
at fix in the morning, he never failed to rife at eight.

[8] See the letterls and negotiations of Winwoqd , Car¬
leton, and Sir William Temple , among the Englifh ; and
of Jeanin, d'Avaux, and d'Eftrades , among the French.

[9] The limits of this work will not allow me to give
an account of the ftanding Council of ftate in Holland,
and of feveral particular courts of juftice , trade, and
accompts.

[10] The nature and limits of their jurifdiftion are
admirably well defined by one of the great Ornaments of
the country. " Quia res majores antiquitus nifi gentium

fingularum confenfu non expediebantur , mole negoti-
,' orum & periculo cun&ationis repertum eft, legatos

R 2 " mittere
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" mittere cum liberis mandatis, qui fupremae curia; im-
" minerent , et ubi quid gravius obveniret, moraque dig-" num, fuae quifque patriae ordines confulerent." GrotiiAnnal. lib. V.

[i i ] Lord Chefterfield mentions an inftance of this
nature in which he was concerned. Account of the go-
vernment , &c. of the united provinces, publifhed at the
end of the letters to his fon, vol. II. p. 50 ;!

[12] Lord Chefterfield very fhrewdly corjectures that
William the firft prince of Orange, who modelled the
republic which he faved at his pleafure, permitted that
abfurd unanimity, in order to render a ftadtholder or
more powerful chief abfolutely neceffary. Ibid. p. 509.
However, as this law is fcarce ever ftriftly obferved, it
has not much greater inconveniencies than the unanimity
required in Englifh juries.

[13] This office was inftituted in the year 1510, long
before the provinces Ihook off the yoke of Auftrian ty-
ranny . The elevation of the young Charles of Auftria,well known fince under the name of Charles V, to the
dignity of count of Holland, might induce the ftates to
eftablifh a kind of tribune , as a check to the ambition of
that young prince. This officer has, in effect, frequently
balanced the power of a ftadtholder.

[14.J This province contributes fifty-eight per cent in
all public charges, of which, if I am not miftaken, Am-
fterdam alone, the fifth town of that province, pays above
five and twenty per cent, or a füll quarter of the whole.

[15] His Functions are with equal ftrength and preci-
fion defcribed by Grotius . " is, principum temporibus
" vox erat publicse läbertatis, utque tunc periculis, ita
*' mutata republica, aucloritate praecipuus, in conventu
" prdinum et delegatorum confenfu exquirit fententias,
" praeit tuadendo, componit diffidentes." Grot . Annal,lib. V.

[16] He lived about the middle of the laft Century,
and was a man of ftric~t integrity , and great poetical as
well as political abilities. His works are much efteemed,
and judged not inferior to thoie of Ovid or La-Fontaine.

[17] So
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[17] So well known in the times of king William and
qüeen Ann. Düring this laß period, it may be faid, that
for fome years, a triumvirate , confifting of prince Eu¬
gene, the duke of Marlborough, and himfelf, ruled over
one half of Europe.

[18] There was a great Fimilarity between tbis and in-
deed raany other circamftances of lord Chefterfield's em-
baffy, and Sir William Temple 's fituation and conduct at
the fame place. He too trufted and loved De Witt,
though he himfelf was in the intereft of the prince of

* Orange. See his Memoirs.
[19] See his letters to his fori, vol. II. p. 509.
[20] A complete and magnificent edition of Telema-

chus, together with the archbiihop of Cambray 's other
vvorks, was, with the afliftance, and under the infpection,
of his grand nephew the ambafTador, printed in Holland.

[21] This letter was long kept fecret in England , though
dated July 1, 1721. It was written in French to the king
of Spain, and contained the following article.

" I no longer hefitate to affure your majefty of my rea-
" dinefs to fatisfy you with regard to your demand con-
" cerning the reftitution of Gibraltar ; promiiing you to
" make ufe of the firft favourable opportunity of fettling
" this article with confent of my parliament ." Boyer's
Political State, vol. XXXVII . p. 263, where the original
letter is printed.

[22] It was agreed by the contracting powers, that this
laft declaration, as well as two other i'cparate anicles,
fhould not be publifhed ; and accordbgly they are not to
be found in Rouflet' s Recueil, nor in any other work of
the fame kind. I extra&ed it from an excellent hiftory
of the united provinces, publifhed in the low Dutch lan-
guage. The author was allowed accefs to the regifters of
the States, and took the fecret article from th£nce. See
Vaderlandfcbe Hißorie%vol. XVIII. p. S0S\ S° >̂-

[23] One of his fpeeches in defence of this treaty was
publifhed juft before the meeting of parliament in 1730.
h was tranflated into French , and is found in Kouiiet's
Recueil, vol. V.

[24] This is fufficiently evident from feveral paffages in
a fmall traft generally attributed to his lordlhip, and not
unworthy.of his pen. It is entitled, The Cafe of the Ha 116

vec
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ver forces in the fay of Great Britain, &c. and was pub-
lifhed in 1743. I fhall have frequent opportunities of re-
ferring to thjs pamphlet, as well as to the two vindicati-
ons of it by the fame hand. " This half year generated
" a hajf peace. To be friends with Spain was then (in
' 1729) our intereft upon any terms . We not only treat,

" but humour, concede, nay, folicit the honor of be-
" ing convoys to Don Carlos in Italy : that very Don
" Carlos, who was fo lately fet forth, as likely to become
" the fo long dreaded univerfal monarch of Europe-
" Now to what did all this contribute ! Not to the peace,
" fecurity, wealth, and honor of England ." p. 10.

Since I wrote this, I faw a copy of this pamphlet, on
the title page of which was written in the hand writing of
lord Chefterfield, " by Mr. Waller and lord C--- ."
Edmund Waller , efq; was member of parliament for
Chipping Wycomb . He fupported in the houfe of com-
mons, the fame caufe which lord Chefterfield defended
in that of the peers. He was otie of the fecret committee
for inquiring into the conducl of the minifter, and fpoke in
rnany of the debates with great force of argument , but
without the graces that diftinguifhed feveral other heads
.of the pppofition.

[25] The opinion entertained both of this memoir and
pf the abilities of the author , appears from the following
paffage. " Le comte de Chefterfield ambafladeur extra-
" ordinaire auprez de leurs Hautes Puiffances, et Tun des
" plus experimentes dans les affaires du cabinet, concerta
" avec les deputez un memoire qu'ils remirent ä Mr.
" Greys, enyoye de S. M. Danoife ä la Haye . II n'y eut
" plus d'autre application für ce fujet, ni de part ni d'au-
" tre. Le projet de fa compagnie tomba de foi meme,
" faute de foufcrivang.1' Rouffet Recueil, Tom . V. p.
37- 42- . ,

[26] The following information I received from one or
lord Chefterfield's friends. " In the year 17 29, Sir Charles
" Hotham? brother -in-jaw to his lordfhip, was fent as mi-
" nifter plenipotentiary to the king of Prufiia, to propofe
" a-marriage between the prince of Wales and the eldeft
" princefs of Pruffia, and another between the prince
" royal of Pruffia, and the king of England 's fecond
" daughter . His Pruflian majefty's anfwer" was, that he
;' would confent to the marriage of his prince royal with" our
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" our princefs, if our king did not infift upon a double
" marriage on die terms propofed ; but that if he did, he
« would not confent to either of them ; for that he thought
*' he had as much right to expecl our princefs royal for
" his eldeft fon, as our king had to expect Iiis princefs
" royal for the prince of Wales . The two kings per-
" fitting in their refpedtive refolutions, there was an end
" of the negotiation. In the year 1730, during lord Chef-
" terfield's abfence from the Hague, Mr. Keith, an officer
" in the king of Pruffia's fervice (an intimate friend to the
" prince royäl, and who was to have accompanied him to
" England), made his efcape from Berlin, came to the
" Hague, and took refuge in the ambaffador's houfe.
" Col. D. M. was fent in purfuit of him, with direclions
" to feize him dead or alive. The grand penfionary hear-
" ing of this, fent for the Colone!, and advifed him to
" forbear putting his defign into execution, as he certainly
" would undergo the feverity of the law if he were taken.
" However, to avoid aecidents, Mr. Keith got out of the
" ambaüador's houfe, and embarked at Scheveling in an
" open boat, which conveyed him to England. He fome
" time afterwards fet out for Dublin , and remained there
" three years." Thefe particulars are confirmed in the
eloge of Mr. Keith, inferted in the rnemoirs of the acade-
my of Berlin, for 1756. p. 533.

{27] See Cafe of Hanover forces, p. 22» 23-
[28] It appears from the original records mentioned in

the note 4 of this fedtion, that by lord Chefterfield's affi-
duity and addrefs, the Dutch were fpirited up to fach a

degree, that the king of Pruflia was glad to lubmit to an
arbitration, the duke of Saxe Gotha -011 his part, the
dnke of Wolfenbuttle on the part of his majefty.

[29] On account of the tranfadlion before mentioned,
in note 14 of fedtion II,

[30] The following particulars of this court revolution
were communicated to nie by one of lord Chefterfield's
antimate friends. " The firft time he appeared at court
" on his return to London (the 24dl of Oktober 17 29),
" Sir Robert Walpole took him afide and told him, 1find
" you are come to ba Secretary of State. Not I , faid his lord-

lhip, I have as yet no pretenfions, and wijb for a place oj
" tnore eafe. But I dam tbe Garter, not as a reward for

»«mj
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" my late fervices, but in virtue of bis majefifs promife wbät" prince of Wales. I am a man of pleafure, and the blue" ribband would add two inches to my ßze . Tben I fee htm" it is, replied Sir Robert , // is Towfifiend's intrigue, in" which you have no ßare ; but it will be fruitlefs, you" cannot be Secretary of State, nor ßall you be beholdcnfor th" gratification of your wißes to any body but myfelf."[31] Upon lord Chefterfield's being made high ftewardon the 19m of June, 1730, one of his predeceffors, whowas fufpedted to have made fome advantage of theplaces in his department , gave him a lift of the perfonshe had put in, and defired that they might be continued.The anfwer was ; / have at prefent no thoughts of turmngany one out; but if I alter my mind, it will only be in relatmnto tbofe who bave bougbt. The bifhop of Waterford adds,that his lordfhip, at firft, gave three or four places in hisdepartment at the recommendation of the royal family;but that afterwards he followed the example of the dukeof Devonfhire, when lord fteward under king William III.and declined the fame complaifance, looking upon thoferecommendations as fo many encroachments.[32] Düring his ftay he aflifted at the Council in whichthe report was made of Colone! Chartres's trial and con-

demnation at the Old Bailey for a rape he had not corn-mitted . Plis pardon was voted unanimoufly.[33] The fpirit and artful memoirs of thefe two ambaf-fadors are inferted in Rouffet's Recueil, vol. V. p. 5.[34 ] Count Zinzendorf, a man of great parts and viva-city, and lord Chefterfield's particular friend.
There is a remarkable paffäge in one of lord Chefter¬field's letters from the Hague , dated July 26, 1729, rela¬tive to this minifter.
" Count Zinzendorf, the imperial minifter, left this" place laft Sunday morning, faying, -that he was going" to fee fome of thefe provinces, and might poflibly go" to Spa, but with an air of great myftery , which has" occauoned fome fpeculation here ; but for my own part," as I know the gentleman , I do not beüeve the myitery" is upon accour.t of the journey , but I beüeve he ra-" ther takes the journey for the fake of the myllery."Frcm the records above-mentioned.

[35] See
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[35] See his account of the r.egotiations for the treaty

of the triple alliance in 1667.
[36] None of the general hiftories, or political collec-

tions, raention the private Conference in which the treaty
of Vienna was prepared. I only find in lord Walpoie's
pamphlet, entitled, The interefls of Great Britain fieadily
purfued, p. 48. " that it was imparted in great confi-
" dence to the minifters and fome of the great men of the
" republic." And in Rouflet's Recueii ; " that fuipici-
" oüs were entertained of the penfionary's having beeu
" privy to the negotiation." It is likewife faid tbere,
" that he undertook to procure the confent of the pro-

, " vinces." But lord Chefterfield has cleared up this mat¬
ter in the paper already referred to at the end of his let¬
ters to his Ion, vol. LI. p. 508. This fpecimen of lord
Chefterfield's political abilities gives us ftill greater caufe
to regret, that the account of this embaüy which he
is faid to have written may poflibly ne .er fee the
light.

[37] See the paper quoted above.
[38] The following extracls from two letters of lord

Chefterfield's to lord Townlhend , the one dated i8th , the
other 25m of February , 1729, will give an idea of the
ambaffador's opinion of the prince.

" The prince of Orange arrived here laft night . I
" went to wait upon him, and as far as I am able to
" judge from half an hour's converfaüon only, I think
" he has extreme good parts . He is perfectly well-bred,
" and civil to every body, and with an eafe and freedom
" that is feldom acquired but by a long knowledge of the
" world. His face is handfome—his lhape is not fo ad-
" vantageous as could be wifhed, though not near fo b;id
" as I had heard it reprefented . The acclamations of the
" people are loud and univerfal. He an'umes not the
" leaft dignity, but has all the affability and infmuation
" that is necelTary for a perfon who would raife himfeif
" in a populär government ."

" As 1 have had the honour of frequently converlirg
" with the prince, I can affure your lordfhip, as far as 1

am able to judge , that he has both parts end know-
" l^ ge,



258 NOTES OF SECTION III,
" ledge, not only much above his age, but equal to any
" body's ; and without troubling your lordfhip with par-
" ticulars, I believe I may venture to fay, that he will
" equal the greateft of his anceflors in great and good
" qualities ; I hope he will in good fortune too." From
the original records before mentioned.

[39J Mr. Duncan, a principal officer in the prince's
court, employed at London to conclude this marriage, had
feveral times conferred with lord Chefterfield upon this
fubject. He continued his lordfhip's friend and corre-
fpondent even after his defection from the court. Mr.
Van Haaren , a nobleman of Friefland, greatly in favor
with the prince, and whofe poems, though written in
Dutch , were fo much efteemed by Voltaire as to induce
him to write and publifh fome verfes in praife of the au-
thor , was likewife our earl's friend. But the perfon with
whom he was particularly connected, and entertained a
conftant correfpondence, was Mr . Van Kreuningen, a
gentleman who unites great fingularities with confiderabletalents.

[40] It appears from the records before quoted, that
the penfionary was not only inclined to oppofe the prince
of Orange in his views to the ftadtholderat , but alfo in
the intended match with the princefs royal ; and -that,
therefore, lord Chefterfield had great difficulties to over-
come in managing this matter , and in treating with the
penfionary on a fubjecl: of fo nice and delicate a na-ture.

[41] The abbe Strickland, uncle to the gentleman here
mentioned, was a man of confiderable family ; and his
intereft was fo great at Rome, that he had the promife of
being made cardinal, upon his reiigning his claim to the
court of Vienna in favor of the Zinzendorf family; and,
at the recommendation of earl Stanhope, he was made
bifhop of Namur . Düring the earl's admimftration he
came over to England, and endeavoured to perfuade the
Roman catholics to take an oath of allegiance to the king,
vvhich might have procured them the abolition of the teft
and other oppreflive a.£Xs. But this attempt was unfocceff-
ful ; and perhaps both parties were averfe from terms ofaccommodauon.

[42] The
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[42] The do&or received on thi's occafion the prefent
of a gold fn uff-box from the grand duke.

("43] See lcrd Chefterfield's own account of this iilnefs
in his letters to Iiis fon, vol. II. p. 480, 481.

[44] He obtained feveral fmall favors for his frieuds
from the minifter, and recommended his chaplain to him
fora canonry of Windfor or prebend of Weflminfler.

[45] The frauds pradifed in the tobacco trade were the
motives alledged to fubject it to the laws of the excife.
Thefe laws were reprefented, and perhaps with reafon, as
preferable to the methods ufed at the Cuffom-houfe, to
prevent loffes in the collecYion of duties and payment of
drawbacks. The fcheme was likewife recommended as
particularly ferviceable to American planters and the
Englifh fair traders, and only hurtful to fmugglcrs and
contraband dealers. On the other hand, the lll confe-
quences of thefe abufes feemed not corfiderable enough
to juftify fuch an Innovation; the remedy propofed was
not allowed to be either neceffary or certain ; new griev-
ances, as well domeftic as public, were apprehended from
increafing the number of excife officers; and fufpicions
were entertained that, under the fame pretence (for what
branch of trade hath not its frauds ?) an univerfal ex-
tenfion of the excife was either then, or might hereafter
be, intended. The people, once poffeffed with the fear
of an attempt upon their liberties, compared this fcheme
to the Trojan horfe ; and indeed it was likely to have
proved as fatal to this miniflry, as the obftinate profecu -
tion of a fanatic prieft was to the whig miniftry in the
time of queen Ann.

[46] The queen, finding that the excife bill was
ftrongly oppofed by the whole nation, applied, among
others, to lord Scarborough for his advice. His anfwer
was, that the king muft give it up. I will an/wer for my
regiment, faid his lordfhip, againfi tke pretende>\ but not
againfi the oppofirs of the excife. Upon which her majefty,
with tears in her eyes, faid, we muß then drop it. Letter
of the bifhop of Water ford. The fecond reading of the
bill, in the houfe of ccmmons, was accordingly put off
by Sir Robert Walpole for two months.

[47] Lord
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[47] Lord Clinton was then one of the lords of his

majefty's bedchamber , and lord Heutenant of Devon-
fhire ; he was advanced to the dignities of earl Clinton
and baron Fortefcue, July 5, 1746.

[48] By a miftake in the Hiftory of the debates and
proceedings of the Houfe of Lords, vol. IV. p. 152. the
earl's refignation is faid to have been in May.

[49] Craftfman, N ° 354. April 14.
[50] The Free Briton, N° 176. April 16.
From the report of the fecret committee, printed in

1742, p. in , 112, it appears, that the author, Mr. Ar-
nall, was paid by the government , and received in three
years time, for this and other fervices, near ten thoufancl
pounds.

NOTES
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NOTES OF SECTION IV.

[i] UNE day lord Chefterfield told one of bis friends,
Scärborough atls lipon principle, which I will not fay of ma-
ny; but he has put it into his head that oppofition is ferv-
ing the pretender.

[2] An anecdote, in appearance trifling, may confirm
how far thefe contrivances did extend. The late lord
R- , with many good qualities, and even learning and
parts, had a ftrong defire of being thought fkilful in phy-
fic, and was very expert in bleeding. Lord Chefterfield
who knew his foible, and on a particular occafion wifhed
to have his vote, came to him one morning, and, after
having converfed upon indifferent matters , complained of
the head-ach, and defired his lordfhip to feel his pulfc
It was found to beat high, and a hint of lofmg blood
given. I have 110 objeftion, and as I hear your lordfhip
hasa mafterly hand, will you favor me with trying your
lancet upon rae ? i propos, faid lord Chefterfield, after
the Operation, do you go to the boufe to-day? Lord R - ■
anfwered, / did not intend to go, not being fufficiently in-
formed of the queflion which is to be debaied; but you who
kave conjideredit, which fide will you be of? The earl, hav¬
ing gained his confidence, eafily direci:ed his judgment;
he carried him to the houfe, and got him to vote as he
pleafed. He ufed afterwards to fay, that none of his
friends had done as much as he, having literally bled for
the good of his country.

[3] Befides the periodical political papers, the debates
in parliament, Rouffet's Recueils, &c. in controverted
pointsI have chiefly had in view the following capital pam-
phlets. 1. The Cafe of the Hanover forces, and the Two
Vindications of it already mentioned, SecL III. note 24.
2. The Anfwer to the Cafe, intitled , The Intereft of Bn-

tain
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tain fteadilv purfued, by Mr. Horace, afterwards lord,
Walpole , 1744. 3. Mifcellaneous Thoughts on the pre-
fent Pofture both of Foreign and Domeftic Affairs, by
Lord Hervey, after he had quitted the miniftry, 1742.
4 . Factiors deredled by the Evidence of Fadts, 1743 ; with
a mafterly anfwer to this pamphlet, intitled, Ä Defence
of the People, 1744. 5. Apology for a late Refignation
(of lord Chefterfield), written without the concurrence of
the earl, but approved by him after itspublication , 1748;
and 6. Examhiation of the Prindples , and an Inquiry
into the Conducl, of the Two Brothers, in two parts, pub-
lifhed under the diredion of lord Granville, 1749.

I4 ] Fler father was Frederick Achatz de Schulenburg,
privy-counceüor to the duke of Brunfwick-Lunenburg,
iord of Srehler, Bezendorff, Angern, &c. &c. Her mo-
ther was Margaret Gertrude de Schulenburg, of the houfet > o"
of Embden, daughter to Guftavus Adolphus de Schulen¬
burg , privy councellor to the ele&or of Brandenburg, and
eldeit liiler of Mathew John count de Schulenburg, field-
marfhal general of the republic of Venice.

[5] 1t did not at firft promote the wifhed-for reftorati-
on of the prince of Orange to the dignity of hisanceftors.
1t was even reported, that when the marriage was com-
municated to the States General by Mr. Finch, the Britifh
minifter at the Hague , Mr. Boetzlaer, one of the nobles
of Holland, at the head of the anti ftadtholderian party,
received private affurances, that the king would not in-
terfere in the affairs of the prince. The States feemed
to be well convinced of this difpofition of the monarch;
and, in their anfwer to his majefty's letter , after exprelf-
ing their perfonal regard for the young prince, they de-
clared, that they would by no means confent to any alter-
atioa in their prefcnt form of government.

[6] Dr. Chenevix, his lordfhip's favorite chaplain,
was by him recommended to the prince of Orange to
teach him Englifh ; and by the interpofition of the bifhop
of London and the earl of Scarborough, was made firit
chaplain to the princefs. This appomtment , however,
met with confiderable oppofition from the minifter, to
whom, as well as to the queen, Dr . Chenevix had been
reprelented as ftrongiy devoted to lord Chefterfield, and
employcd by him in writing political pamphlets. The
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firft charge he openly avowed to Mr . Finch at the Hague ;
but the latter he abfolutely denied, and the queen was
convinced of his innocence. Mr . Duncan , the prince's
agent at the Britifh coart , was, on this and many other
occafions, very ufeful to Dr . Chenevix, from whom I re-
ceived this information.

[7] The warm fentiments of efteem and attachment
which he entertained for lord Cobham, undoubtedly ani-
mated his exprefiions, as they did thofe of their common
friend Mr. Pope in the following lines:

And you, brave Cobham, to the lateft breath,
Shall feel your ruling paflion ftrong in death :
Such in thofe moments as in all the paft,
" Oh! fave my country , heav'n !" ihall be your laft.

Stowe, the country refidence of that accomplifhed noble-
man, was at that time the feat of wit, tafte, and vir tue.
Lord Chefterfield, to the end of his life, remembered and
mentioued, wirh a degree of enthufiafm, the happy days
which he had paiTed in that delightful villa ; he contribut-
ed to its decorations, and was complimented by the neble
pofTeffor with a place among the few whom he admitted in
his temple of friendfhip.

[8] His grace faid, with ftill more feverity than wit,
" I am furprifed to hear fo much noife made about the re-
" moval of two noble lords from their commands in the
" army. It is true , there have been two lords removed,
" but only one foldier ; and therefore, when lords are
" pleafed to talk of foldiers having been turned out of
" their commiffions in the army, they ought not to talk
" in the plural number ." This farcafm ibon loft all its
force; two months only elapfed before lord Stair's regi-
ment was taken from him, and the next year the duke of
Argyll himfelf (hared the fame fate.

[9] This particular aecount was communicated to rae
by the bifhop of Wateriord , who had it from lord Scar-
borough himfelf.

[10] See Cafe of the Hanover forces, p. 10.

[11] This
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[i i ] This was pofitively afferted by the oppofition, and

barely denied by the minifterial writers, who not only give
no proof of their denial, but rather endeavour to juftify
what was laid to their charge. See Cafe of the Hanover
forces, p. 15, 16. and Interefl of Great Britain ßeadily pur-
fued , p. 52, 53. The afTertion of their antagonifts feems
to be fupportcd by the call that was made in both houfes
upon the minifters for the inftruclions fent to the Bririfh
envoy in Poland in 1729 (when Auguftus had a dangerous
auackof die diforder whichcarried him off fouryears later),
and by the refufal of the minifters to produce thofe inftruc-
tions. See Debates for 1735. Lord Chefterfield made the
motion in the houfe of lords for this communication, and
be fpoke warmly to fupport it. It ought, however, to be
obferved, that the date of thefe inftruclions was anterior
to the treaty of Vienna. At a period when the intereftsof
feveral courts were fo fluctuating, the inftructions fent in
1729 might have been very difFerent from thofe in 1733.

[12] 1fhall here fet down the oppofite accounts given
of that tranfadtion by the champions of the two parties.
" Our refident in Holland, " fays the author of the Cafe of
the Hanover forces, p/19 , 20. " had orders to be as loud
** and Importunate as pollible with the States, to enter with
" us into inftant meafures for the prefervation of the houfe
" of Auftria, and fetting a bound to the growing power
" of France . They gave him to underftand that they
** were very Willing to meet Iiis offers half way ; when, lo!
" it appeared he had no power to treat ." The States, an-
fwers the writer of the Interefl, &c. p. 52. 110ere informed
that the court of Vienna uoould take ca-e of Luxemburg only,
and leave the fecurity of the barrier in the Netherlanis to
the care of Great Britain and Holland ; and having in
Äugufl, 1733, received from their engineer a relatwn of
their barrier towr.s being in a ruinous condition, and deßitute
of troops, fuddenly agreed to negotiate, and, againß bis
majeßy's inßances, ßgrud , November n , an aß of neu-
trality with France. " Here again," replies the former
writer in his further Vindication, p. 74. " the author is
" wholly filent as to what paffed before this tranfacfion;
" for this acl of neutrality had been long in treaty before it
" came to be figned, and was aclually neceffitated by the

" conduä
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" ccnduct of England , which had refufed to fend over the
" 10,000 men it was by treaty obliged to provide for the
" fecurity of the barrier ." What can be faid to all this,
but Cui creditis, Quirites ? In the hiftory of the Nether-
lands, which I mentioned before , the Englifh are not re-
prefented ashavingbeen very preffing with the Dutch , to
diffiir.de them from a neutrality , vol. XIX . p. 161. Lord
State, in a French memorial addrefled fo the kingafter the
battle of Dettingen , fays, " In 1734 , I prefented to your
" majefty a plan to form an army upon the Mofelle,
" which would have rendered yoa the arbitrator of Eu-
" rope."

[13] Very oppofite again are the accounts of the two
parties. In the Interefl, &c . p. 35 . it is faid ; The tender
of their (England and Holland ) good offices was made to,
ötẑ readily accepted by , France ; but the emperor
rejeäed them for feveral months together—The language held
to the miniflry of France made an imprefßon upon the cardinal
de Fleury, and induced htm, for fear of a gener al war , to
haflen the negotiation with the Imperial court, and / etile the
articks of peace. No fuch thing , if we believe the writer
ofFaäion detetled, p. 31. " The minifter began to rnake
" propofals, and to offer his mediation to the courts both
" of Paris and Vienna .—The court of Vienna —feverely
' wour.ded —difdained to treatwith him any more , and—

" the anfwer made to thefe propofals by the king of
"France concluded in thefe words : 1 w II do my utmofl

endeavours in Germany to weaken my enemies; 1 have al-
' ready declared that I would not keep pojje/fion of any of the

" pkces Tßould take. Let England refi fatüfied with this
promife,—She would have pleafed me in her mediation, if
fhe had not at the fame time armed her/elf ';—but I would
oave her to know, that no power in Europe jhall give law ;
and this you may teil your maßer. —The peace was con¬
cluded with the Imperial court , in which we were in no

' degree confulted ." The Dutch hiftory is equally pofi-
t,ve that England had no fhare in the negotiation . Ibid.
P- 206.

[14] Fog 's Journal , Jannary 17, 1736 . Two other
latyrical papers , by the fame hand ; the one on the ears,
the other on the eyes , were likewife inferted on the 241(1
°f Januaryand ioth of April of the fame year . Thefe

Vol . I. S papers
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papers were fo well received, that they were re publifhed
at theend of the firft volume of Common Senfe, a perio-
dical paper, which we (hall foon have occafion tomention.

[15] In orte of lord Chefterfield's fpeeches in 1735,1
find the following words, which might appear prophetic, if
a dozen years were fufficient to eftablifh the reputation of
a prophet. " Before the flames (of war) can be extin-
" guifhed, I am afraid much blood will be fpilt, great
" princes muil fufFer, even queens rauft weep ; the con-
" du£l of rninifters muftbe inquired into, and fome muft
" meet with that punifhment thcy deferve, before that
" flame can be extinguifhed which has been raifed by
" their mifmanagement." Debates of the Houfe of
Lords, vol. IV. p. 456.

[16] Five acts of parliament, together with a feditious
paper, were inclofed in a bag of brown paper, with feve-
ral parcels of gun-powder. This was dropped 011 the
landing place between the court of the king 's bench and
that of Chancery, duringthe fittings of the two courts, and
by means of a match, feveral explofions were made, which
greatly terrified the audience, and might have been at-
tended with moft dreadful confequences. Fanaticifm, as
well as diffatisfaclion, was at the bottom of this foolilh,
new powder-plot. A non-juring clergyman was difcover-
ed to have been the contriver of this ridiculous affair: he
was.punifb.ed ; but as more people were fufpected of hav-
ing been concerned in it, a ftop was put to any further
profecution.

[17] From the report of the fecret committeein 1742,
it appeared, that from the year 1732, no lefs a fum than
fifty thoafand pounds had been lavifhed upon gazetteers,
couranteers, and other minifterial writers, now forgotten
as well as their pamphlets or weekly papers.
. [ 18] Leonidas, by Mr. Glover, printed by fubfcription
in 1737. :

['19J See the magazines and other periodical repofitories
of wit.

[20] The DifTertation upon Parties ; the Remarks lipon
the Hiftory of England, &c. by lord Bolingbroke.

[21 ) Fog's Journal ; the Craftfman ; Common Senfe;
Old England . The moft eminent members of the oppofi-
tion were concerned in thefe occafional papers. Thofeor

which
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which lord Chefterfield was the authpr, were oftner calcu-
lated to reform the manners, and promote tafte and virtue.

[22] The author and publifher of Manners, and fome
of the writers of the Craftfman.

[23] This might be true, were not juries fometimes
known to be biaffed by the prejudices of th'e times. It
has, befides, always been thought the character of a wife
adminiftration, to prevent crimes rather than to punifh
them.

[24] As I would not ' venture in this place to give any
extracl of this fpeech, I hope the readers will not be dif-
pleafed to fee it complete at the end of this colleclion.

[25] Many inftances might be alledged of this difpofi-
tion; the following, which I believe is not known, I fhall
give in the words of the bifhop of Waterford , in a letter
to me. " Lord Chefterfieid havingbeen fo condefcending
" as to come and pay a vifit to my wife and me at my
" country living, and fpeaking one evening at fupper of
" lady Sundon (bed-chamber woman to queen Caroline,
" and firft coufm to colonel' Dives my wife's father), told
" us a thing that furprifed us very much, which was, that
" through the influence of her ladyfhip, her majefty had
" it once in her thqughts to make Dr . Friend fecretary of
" ftate, though he was looked upon to be inclined to ja-
" cobitifm." This muft have happened at the beginning
of the reign of George II, for Dr . Friend , who was made
firft phyfician to the queen, died July 26, 1728.

[26] A deputation from the quakers having waited
upon the prince to folicit Iiis intereft in favour of their
tithing bill in 1735, he anfwered, " that as a friend to li-
" berty in general, and toleration in particular, he wi'ftied
" they might meet wich all proper favour,;but forhimfelf
" he never gavehisvote in parliament , and it did not be-
" come his ftation to influence bis friends, or direcT his
" fervants. To leave them entirely to their own con-
" fcience and underftanding was a rule he had hitherto
CC ■

prefcribed to bimfelf, and purpofed through his whole
" life to obferve." The reply fronv Andrew Pit , the man
who fpoke in the name of the body, was not lefs remark-
able. He faid, " May it pleafe the prince of Wales, I
" am greatly affedled with his excellent notions of libertv,

S 2 " ar'd
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" and am more pleaied with the anfwer he has given us,
" than if he had granted our requeft ."

[27] He had already diftinguifhed himfelf as an Imita¬
tor of Montefquieu in his new Perfian letters, and had the
principal fhare with lord Chefterfield in the periodical
paper called Common Senfe, a paper replete with excel-
lent leflons of moraKty delivered with judgment and wit,

[28] I am told that at lord Bolingbroke's firft inter¬
view with the prince, his lordihip, who was the firft at the
place of rendezvous, had taken up a book, in which he was
reading when H . R . H . came up ; upon which he haftily
rofe from hischair , and ftepping forward, his foot flipped,
and he was ready to fall down, when the prince fupporting
him faid, My lord, I hope this may be an omen of my fuc-
ceeding to raife you.

[29 ] See Cafe of the Hanover forces, and Vindication,
in feveral places. One of lord Chefterfield's bon motswas
current at the time. It was faid, that being one day in
the houfe of peers before it was fitting, he told fome lords
that he had found out an expedient for ever to get rid of
the pretender , by humbly requefting his majefty to refigß
Hanover to him, as then the Enghfh would never more
chufe a king from that place.

[30] The Orders enjoining the perfons who frequented
the prince's court to abftain from appearing at St. James's
had been, at the beginning of 1738, more ftriftly en-forced.

[31] The Spanifh proverb is well known, " War with
" all the world, but peace with England ."

[32] By that contraft it was ftipulated that the Englifh
fhould bepermitted to fend annually a fhipto the Spanifh
pofleflions in the South (eas, with negroes and other mer-
chandife, during a term of thirty years.

[33 ! The procraftinations of the Spanifh court are ac-
knowledged in Rouffet's Recueil, &c. tom. XIII . p. 2.
printed in 1740, and containing the principal pieces re¬
lative to this negotiation. It is there pofitively afferted,
that the BritiiTi minifter was duped by thofe of the oppo-
fue court, ' and his impatience was only equalled by their
afFefted delays.

[34] This
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[34] This fpeech of lord Chefterfield's is one of thofe
wbich were chofen by Rouflet to be inferted in his Recueil,
as containing the principal argumenta urge'd by the Eng-
lifh in fupport of their pretenfions ± but the tranflation is
by no means wcrthy of the original.

[35] Upon the divifion, there were of the members pre-
fent 71 content and 58 not content, and of the proxies 24
content and 16 not content. The total majority was
therefore only 21.

[36] As Sir Robert 's and lord Chefterfield' s houfes were -
fituated oppofite to each other in St. James's fquare, lord
Scarborough was often feen going directly from the friend
to the minifter ; and fuch was the opiaion entertained by
both of his integrity , that he never met on this account
with the leaft controul or cenfure from either.

[37] He had two ftrokes of apoplexy or palfy, which,
in the opinion of lord Chefterfield, confiderably äffcdted
both his body and his mind.

[38] His body was found furrounded with feveral
books, which he had brought into the room, and piled
about him, with the piftol in his mouth.

[39! I have firfficient authority to contradier, the re-
ports that were fpread about the caufe of this fatal refo-
lution. The friend who knew him beft, confidered it
merely as the effect of fome diftemper . Suicide never
had'an advocate in lord Chefterfield, but he was temperate
in his cenfures, and ready tp make allowances for it.

[40] See Letter CCX1I. to his fon.
[41] There is fomething very delicate, even in pointof

language, in the following fentence. " We have not
"been injured, but we have been flighted, which is
" woife becaufe a flight proeeeds always from con-
" tempt, whereas an injury proeeeds often from fear."

[42] " As to the penfion," fays the author of Faäion
deteäed, p. 59, 60. " it is a bill allowed in private by all
" parties to be impoflible to take fffect --— it is for the
" intereft of the public it fliould never pafs into a law,
" and was never defired by any man of fenfe that it
" fliould; and yet it is for the intereft of the public that
" it fliould be frequently propofed in the houfe of com-
" mons."

[43J 0^
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[43] One morning, fays the bifhop of Waterford , that

I was with him, his lordfhip was exprefling how much he
was concerned that I was fo long without having better
preferment , he at once told me in his joking manner;
Well , I have juft thought of a way, by whicli I am füre
you' ll fucceed with Sir Robert ; go and teil him from me
that I will accept of the lord lieutenancy of Ireland, I
am fure he will then procure you a good living from thecrown.

[44] Too anxious for the public weal,
Sufpend, my lord, the noble ftrife ;

Oh ! think , while Britain claims thy zeal,
Thy friends and Britain claim thy life.

Thy generous, free, exalted mind,
Infpir'd with freedom's facred flame,

Glows with fach warmth for human kind,
The heat impairs thy manly frame.

Happy the man whom reafon draws
To fettle in the golden mean ;

Who fcorns fantaftic fortune 's laws,
And laughs at flatt'ry 's gaudy train.

Who eagle-like from virtue 's height
The lefs'ning pomp of courts furveys,

Or like the bee, with happy flight,
Amidfl: the fweets of beauty plays.

Thus have I, at the noontide hour,
In fenates feen thee great appear,

Ere night reclin'd, beneath the bow'r
Repeat thy vows in Myra 's ear.

So the great thunderer above
(The rebel fons of earth fuppreft)

Flew on the filver plumes of love,
To find repofe on Leda 's breaft.

[45] Cafe
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f̂ cj Cafe of Hanover forces, p. 21— 24.
I46] In a letter to his fon (CCLIX), he compares that

prince's court to that of Auguftus, and adds, that in his
capital" he would fee, füll as wtll as Horace did at
" Rome, how ftates are defended by arms, adorned by
" manners, and improved by laws." In return , this dar-
ling fon was received with great civility by the Pruflian
monarch; and I am told, that upon the reprefentation of
fome of his courtiers concerning the difadvantages of his
'birth, he anfwered with warmth ; Were he lord Chefter-
field'sdog, I would have him treated in the moft diftin-
guifhed manner.

[47] Sifter tp the cardinal of that name, and herfelf
the great proteclrefs of men of letters and wit.

[48] The opinion entertained of the Englifh atthe firft
breaking out of the war, is in a moft lively manner ex-
prefTed in the fubjoined extract of a letter, dated Bour-
deaux, March 6, 1740. " Que dites-vous des Anglois ?
" Vbyez comme ils couvrent toutes les mers. C'eft une
" grande baieine ; et to' um fub peftore poffidet cequor. La
" reine d'Efpagne a appris ä toute l'Europe un grand
" fecret, c'eft que les Indes qu'on croyoit attachees ä
" l'Efpagne parcent mille chaines ne tiennent qu'äun fil."
This came from a Frenchman , but that Frenchman was
Montefquieu. See his letter to the marquis Nicolini,
printed 1767, p. 29.

[49] See lord Bathurft's fpeech in the debate December
4, 1741.

[50] This isaffirmed in a much ftronger manner in the
„ well-known pamphlet afcribed to lord Granville, and en-

titled, Examination of the Principles, &c. of the Two
Brothers, &c. p. 4.

[51] What lord Chefterfleld's fentiments were on this
occafion appears from the following extract of oüe of his
lordfhip's letters. " Your friend, but not our friend, is
" fetout to-day for his country-feat—torn from the hing
" by the majority of parliament, and at the fame time
' loaded with frefh marks of his favour, fuch as the title

of earl, a confiderable penfion, places for his friends and
dependents.—His retreat does not look as if it would be
a very quiet one—" Our earl was heated when \v

wrote this. He afterwards did more juftice to the p-
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qualities of his antagonift . It fnews howevcr that bis op-pofition was founded on principle. He certainly was inearneft in the part he took in the debates about the in-demnification bil!.

[52] " Sixteen unfortunatc and inglorioua years fince" his removal have already written his elogium." Thiswas indifputably true in 1758. See Catalogue of R.oyaland Noble Aiuhors, vol. II. p. 132.[53] This was moft ingenioufly done in the applicationrnade of Tully 's farnous comparifon between Caefar andAntony with his atTociate, at the head of the above-men-tioned pamphlet. " An vos eftis ulla re cum eo compa-" randi ? Fuit in illo ingenium, ratio, memoria, literae," ciirä, ccgitatio, diligentia. Multos annos regnare medi-" tatus, magno labore quod cogitarat , effecerat ; muneri-" bus, monumentis, congiariis, multitudinem imperitam" delenierat, fuos prsemiis, adverfarios clernentise fpecie" devinxerat—quid nuilta ; attulerat jam Übers civitati," partim metu , partim paüentia , confuetudinem ferviendi." Cum illo ego vos dominandi cupidine comparare pof-" furri, caeteris vero rebus nullo modo eftis comparandi."Cicero Philippic.
[54] The following information I reeeived from thebifhop of Waterford . " Lord Chefterfield fpoke to me of" him asofone who had not been true to his party . He" faid, that the laft time that he was at a large meeting of" the moft confiderable members of the oppofition, to" clear himfelf of the fufpicions he lay under, he declared" to them in a folemn manner that he was for the broad" bottom in the largeft fenfe, and that he would never" take any ftep without acqu'ainting them of it : upon" which it was obferved, that as they could not alwaysfC meet together, a particular perfon ftiould be appointed" to take his information, and in confequence the duke*' of Argyll was named and agreed to ; but Mr . Pulteney" never went to him afterwards." Very different ac-counts of this remarkable Conference are given by the au-thor of Faßion detetled, &c. p. 45. and the author of theanfwer, entitled, A Deferne ofthe peopk, &c. p. 83. Butthe latter feems more confiftent, and agrees beft with lordChefterfield's aecount.

r$c;] Earl of Eath.
[56] Thus
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[56] Thus he wrote to bis favourite chaplain irame-

diately on the revolution. " The public has affigned me
" different employments, and among others that which
" you mention (the lord lieutenancy of Ireland), but I have
" been ofFered none, I have afked for none, and I will ac-
" cept of none, tili I fee a little clearer inro matters than
" I do at prefent. I have oppofed meafures, not men, and
" the change of two or three men only is not a fufficient
" pledgetome that meafures will be changed, nay rather
" an indication that they will not, and I am füre no era-
" ployment whatfoever (ball prevail with me to fupport
" meafuresI have fojuftly oppofed. A good confcience is
" in my mind a better tbing than the beft employment,
" and I will not have the latter, tili I can keep it with the
" former: when that can be, I fhall not decline a public
" life, though in truth more inclined to a private one."
What may appear dark in this letter, which was dated
March6, 1742, will foon be cleared up from his lordfhip's
conftant oppolition to burthenfome continental meafures,
which he looked lipon as the Compound effefts of felf-
intereft and intoxication. In the pamphlet which I have
already quöted fo often, as containing our earl's political
creed, I find thefe words : " The parliament met under
" the greateft concern and aftonifhment at the Hanover
" neutrality, at the Spaniards reigning triumphant over
M the Mediterranean, at the inacYivity of our fleet there ;
" with the moft fenfible concern for the deplorable
" fituation to which the houfe of Auftriä was reduced,
" and with the moft fincere difpofition to a£t vigoroufly
" and effe£tually in her behalf. But nobody was fan-
" guine, I fhould fay defperate, enough to irnagine that
" this mighty enterprife could be accomplifhed by the
" flrength or at the expence of England alone !" Cafe
of the Hanover forces, p. 43.

[57] It is entitled , An Ode to a great Number of Great
Men lately made, and contains among others the following
ftanzas:

See a new progeny defcends
From heaven of Britain's trueft friends,

O Mufe, attend my call!
To
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To one qf thefe direcl my flight -
Or, to be fure that we are right,Direä : it to them all.

But firft to C— fain you'd fing,
Indeed he's neareft to the king,

Yet carelefs how you ufe him :
Give him, I beg, no labour'd lays,
He will but promife if you pleafe,

And laugh if you abufe him.

Then (butthere 's a vaft fpace betwixt)
The new-made e— of B— comes next,

Stiff in his populär pride :
His ftep, his gait, defcribe the man,
They paint him better than I can,

Waddling from fide to fide.

Each hour a different face he wears,
Now in a fury, now in tears,

Now laughing, now in forrow,
Now he'Ucommand, and now obey,
Bellows for liberty to-day,

And roars for power to-morrow.

At noon the Tories had him tighr,
With ftauncheft Whigs he fupp'd at night,

Each party thought t ' have won him :But he himfelf did fo divide,
Shuffled and cut from fide to fide,

That now both parties fhun him.

See yon old dull important lord,
Who at the long'd-for money board

Sits firft, but does not lead :
His younger brethren all things make,
So that the treafury 's like a fnake,

Whofe tail impels the head.

The valiant C—, valorous S—,
Britain's two thunderbolts of war,

Still ftrike my ravifh'd eye;
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Bat oh ! their ftrength and fpirit's flown,
They , like their conqu' ring fwords, are grovvn

Rufty by lying by.

More changes better times this ifle
Demands, oh ! Chefterfield, Argyll,

To bleeding Britain bring 'em ;
Unite all hearts, appeafe each ftorm,
'Tis yours fuch actions to perform,

My pride mall be to fing 'em.

[58] He meant lord Hervey , who in fpeaking againft
this bill, and on many other occafions, had defended the
late minifter. He continued fo to do, after he had loft,
ander the prefent adminiftration, his place of lord privy
feal.

[59J The motion to exonerate the nation of the charge
and bürden of the mercenaries, was introduced by lord
Chefterfield's kinfman, the earl of Stanhope, fon to the
great minifter of the fame name.

[60] See the French letter, which his lordfhip wrote
to the king on refigning his employments, and which was
printed in Germany . It deferves to be preferved on many
accounts, and will therefore be inferted at the end of the
volume.

[61] " The pacific minifters were the men who oppofed
" this pacific meafure, in which both the king , bjmfelf,
" and Granville, would have willingly confented if it had
" notbeen rejedted by them, to whom it was fent over for
" their approbation. You will hardly think it poifible
" for the two brothers to have been the authors of con-
" tinuing the war, which might have been happily and
" honourably ended at that time—much lefs that they
" (hould be able, at the fame time, not only to conceal this
" faft, but to charge it on their rival with fuccefs—This
" was followed by the ftrongeft oppofition to the treaty of
" Worms. Examination of the principles, &c. of the
two brothers, p. 8, 9.

[6z] Apology for a late refignation, p. 5.
[63] He inveighed in a particular manner againft the

Pamphlet called the Cafe of the Hanover forces, from
whence



27* N O T E S. O F SECTION IV.
whence he faid the fpeakers on the other fide, and in parti-cular Mr. Pitt , derived their principal arguments.

[64] Soon afterwards earl of Egmont.
[65] Lord Morton, in hisfpeech, made a handfome en-comium of the late minifter. He commended his charac-

ter as a friend, his abiüties as a ftatefman. He regrettedhis lofs, and exclaimed againft thofe who had deprived his
country of fuch a fupport. As the minifters complainedof the fcurrility and abufe with which their conducV and
perfons were afperfed in weekly Übels, he feverely ar-
raigned them for having introdueed and encouraged that
Hcentioufnefs of public prints, and condemned them to
fuffer unpitied that pain which they had inflicled upon their
predeceflors, and by their example teach their fucceflbrs,
that every &t\ of wickednefs at laft is pradtifed againft itsinventor.

[66] The motion for prefenting an addrefs to the kingon that occafion, was made by the earl of Orford, who
fpoke for the firft time in the houfe of' peers, andanimad-
verted upon the new miniftry, for not having been the firft
introducers of fuch an addrefs. He exprefled in warmand affecling terms his gratitude and zeal for a mafter
whom he had ferved fo long, and fo tenderly loved.

[67] Burnet's Memoirs of his own times, vol. II. p.522.
[68] See Plut . in Phccyon.
[60] " Nec vero me fugit, quam fit acerbum, parentum" fcelera filiorum pcenis lui. Sed hoc prseclare legibus" comparatum eft, ut Caritas liberorum amiciores parentes" reipublicse redderet . Itaque Lepidus crudelis in liberos," non is qui Lepidum hnftemjudicat ." Epift. ad Bruturri

XVI. And in XIX . " Videtur ipfe illüd crudele, quod ad*' liberos qui nihil meruerunt , pcena pervenit, fed id et an-" tiquum eft, et omnium civitatum ; fiquidem etiam
Themiftoclis liberi eguerunt ."
[70] This book was publifhed for the firft time in the

beginning of 1745 ; it was reprinted in 1746, and the laftedition appeared in 1748. The copy of this edition be-longing to Dr . Birch and bequeathed to the Britifh Mu-ieum, was a prefent to him frort) the author . This Per¬
formance is mentioned by the faid friend as " a fingle work" indeed, and compofed at a very early age, but decifive
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" of a grand queftion of law, and fan&ion of govern-
" ment, the grounds of which had never before been
" ftated with due precifion." See Dr . Birch's dedication
to Charles Yorke, efq- then attorney general, prefixed to
theLetters, Speeches, &c. of lord Cbancellor Baconpublifh-
ed by him and printed in 1763.

[71] The Biographical Diclionary, and Parliamentary
Regifter, place Mr. Haramond 's death in 1742.

[72] Love ekgies written in 1732, publifhed in 1743.
The preface will be found arnong his lordfhip's mifcelia-
neous pieces. The reafon why the noble editor did not
put his name to the publication, may have been his
friend's encomium of him in the following ftanzas of the
13th elegy :

Stanhope in wifdom as in wit divine
May rife and plead Britannia's glorious caufe -,

With fteady rein his eager wit confine,
While manly fenfe the deep attention draws.

Let Stanhope fpeak his lift'ning country 's wrong,
My humble voice fhall pleale one pärtial maiUj

For her alone 1 pen my tender fong,
Securely Utting in his friendly fhade.

Stanhope fhall come and grace his rural friend,
Delia fhall wonder at her noble gueft :

With blulhing awe the riper fruit commend,
And for her hufband's patron cull the beft.

I73] This appears from feveral of his letters ; and in
particular from the following extract of one to his friend
baron de Kreuningen at the Hague , dated July 7, 1752.
" I will maintain to the face of all the pedants in the uni-
" verfe, that Pope's epiftles and fatires have all the good
" fenfe and precifion of Horace 's, with a thoufand times
" more wit." See letters in this collecfion, book I. Let.
XCVIII.

[74] Epilogue to the fatires written in 1738. Under
triefe lines ftands this r.ote of the learned prelate, whofe
illuftrations adorn the works of his friend. " Philip earl

"of
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*' of Chefterfield , commonly given by writers of all par-
" ties for an example to the age he lives in, of fuperior
" talents and public virtue ;" to 'which I fhall add die fol-
lowing lines from the bifhop's ingenious friend Dr.Brown,
in his effay prefixed to Mr. Pope's fatires, wherein he fays
that poet

" Now with a mufe more facred and refin'd
" Calls forth a Chefterfield's or Lonfdale's mind."

[75] See Mr. Pope's epiftle on the charadters of women.
[76] " Her grace defires Mr . Glover and Mr. Mallet

" may write the hiftory of the duke of Marlborough, that
" it may be known to the world how truly the late duke
" wifhed that juftice fhould be done toall mankind, who,
" her grace was fure, left king James with great regret,
" at a time when it was piain it was with hazard to him-
" fdf , and if he had been like the patrhts of the prefent
" times, he might have been all that an ambitious man
" could have hoped for, by aflifting king James to fettle
" popery in England . Her grace fays fhe fhould be ex-
" tremely obliged to the earl of Chefterfield, who never
" had any call to give himfelf any trouble about her., if he
" would comply with her very earneft requeft, which is,
" that he will direft the two perfons above-mentioned,
" who are to write the faid hiftory, which fhe is extreme-
" ly delirous fhould be done well. Her grace defires that
" no part of the faid hiftory be in verfe, and that it may
" not begin in the ufual form of hiftories, but onlyfrom
" the revolution. And fhe direcls that the faid hiftory
" fhall, before it is printed, have the approbation of the
" earl of Chefterfield, and all her executors, &c." Her
grace's intentions were however completely fruftrated.
Mr . Glover foon defifted from this undertaking , and re-
figned his fhare to his colleague Mr. Mallet. This lad
gentleman , very equal to the tafk, and abundantly für-
nifhed with family papers, foreign intelligence, and all
kind of private Information, died in 1765, without hav-
ing made any great progrefs in the work ; at leaft very
few fragments were found amorig his papers.

[77] This worthy minifter unhappily exchanged the
olive for the laurel, being killed in 174.6 at the battle ofRocoux.

[78] The
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[78] The allied army, commanded by marflial Wade,
was compofed of 22,000 Englifh, 16,000 Hanoverians,
12,000 Auftrians, and 35,000 Dutch, in all, 85,000, the
fineft troops that ever were brought into the field. The
French left marfhal Saxe with a body only of 38,000
men, their garrifons being . .totally drained of troops, and
wholly unprovided for a hege. Conduft of the two bro-
thers, p. 13, 14.

[79] See the Conducl of the two brothers, &c. p. 14, 15.
[80] This was ftrongly expreffed in the following

French lines, which came from the campof the enemy :
" Dans les plaines de Lifle exemptes de carnage,
" II eft un camp fameux en illuftres guerriers ;
" Bellone chaque jour les conduit au fourage,
" Et leur donne du foin en guife de lauriers."

The French garrifon at Lifle difplays their wit, at the ex-
pence of the inaftive vvarriors they could fee from their
walls. Harlequin was introduced upon the ftage, ftrutting
along with great pomp, and in a characteriflic drefs, with
a bandle of letters under each arm. Being afked what
he had under the right, he anfwered Orders, and what un¬
der the left, with equal folemnity, counter-orders. This , I
am told, was exaclly the facl, except that both the Orders
and counter-orders were in the fame letters ; the former in
the body, and the latter in the poftfcript.

[81] " His lordlbip told me once that many lies had
" been told of him to the king, and with fuch circumflan-
" ces, that he was not furprifed that his majefty believed
" them." Letter from the bifhop of Waterford.

NOTES
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[i ]V 4̂A S E of the Hanover forces, &c. p. 50,51.
[2] Ibid. p. 45. 48.
[3] Ibid.
[4] Apology for a late refignation, p. 13.
[5] Cafe of the Hanover forces, p. 53.
16] Apology, &c. p. 9.
[7] Ibid. p. 12.
[8] " Abbe de la Ville had abiliries, temper, and induf-

" try . We could not vifit, our two maftersbeing at war;
" but the firft time I met him at a third place, I got fome-
" body to prefent me to him ; and I told him, that though
*' we were to be national enemies, I flattered myfelf we
" might, however, be perfonal friends. Two days after-
" ward?, 1 went early to folicit the deputies of Amfter-
" dam, where 1found abbs de la Ville, who had been be-
" fore band with me ; upon which I addrefled myfelf
*' to the deputies, and faid fmilingly, / am very ßrry,
" gentlemen, to find my enemy with you ; my knowing of
" bis capacüy is already fufficient to fear him: we are not
" lipon equal terms, but I trufi to your own interefis againfi
" bis talents if I have not had this day the firfi word, I
11 ßall at haß have the laß. They fmiled ; the abbe was
" pleafed with the compliment, and the manner of it.
" He ftayed about a quarter of an hour, and then left
" me to my deputies, with whom I continued upon the
" fame tone, though in a very ferious manner ; that I
" was only com« to ftate their own true interefts to them,
tc plainly and fimply, without any of thofe arts which
*' it was neceflary for my friend to make ufe of to de-
" ceive them. I carried my point, and continued my
" proccdewith the abb ; ; and by this eafy and polite com-
" merce with him at third places,Ioften found means tofifh"out
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" out from him whereabouts he was." Lord Chefterfield's
Atters to his fon, letter GCLVIII. See likewife letter
CCXC1I. where he adds very judicioufly , " There is not
" a more prudent maxim than to live with one's enemies
" as if they may one day become one's friends, as it com-
" monly happens, fooner or later, in the viciffitudes of
" political afFairs."

[9J " The abbe de la Ville and I vvere at once friends
" and enemies at the Hague -, and it was not our fault if
" we had not a peace four years ago." Letter of lord
Chefterfield, dated March 12, 1749? fee book I. Lett.
XXXIV.

[10] That this was the common opinion among the
people is fufficiently acknowledged in all the hiftories of
the times ; and the famous Rouffet is faid to have been
the principal promoter of that report. See Vaderlandfche
Hiftorie, vol. XX . p. 32, 33.

[n ] When the duke of Cumberland was appointed to
this command, he was only confidered as the nominal
Commander, on account of his inexperience and great
youth. Marfhal Konigfeg was in reaüty the Commander
in chief, as he was then called ä latere.

[12] Examination of the conducF of the two Brothers,
&c. p. 29. \

[13] The following anecdote I received from the bifhop
of Waterford. In confequence of the plan that had been
concerted, as foon as the fiegs of Tournay was begun,
lord Chefterfield received a letter from marfhal Konigfeg
the Auftrian Commander, acquainting him, that fuch a
day the confederate army were to move, which was the
Word that had been agreed upon between them to exprefs
the intended attack . His excellency, upon receiving this
letter, waited on the States General, to acquaint them
with the contents. He mentioned the fame day at his
table the news of the approaching aäion . Three cfficers
were prefent, who, upon heating this, as foon as dinner
was over, fet out immediately for FFanders, and arrived
at Fontenoy the day before the battle was fought ; and
one of them, the fon of Sir John Vanbrugh, was wounded
in the adtion by a ball, which was quite flattened on the
fide that ftruck againft his thigh-bone, and yet , vvhat is
remarkable, without breaking it . This extraordinary
particular was communicated by a friend, who faw and

Vol , I, T examined
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examined the ball after the furgeon had extra&ed k
from the wound, of which this ingenvous and promifmgofficer died a few days after the battle.

[14] Copy of a letter frorn lord Bolingbroke to SkEverard Fawkner , fecretary to his royal highnefs the dukeof Cumberland, dated Batterfea, May 14, 1745.
D E A R SIR,

YOU have had letters, I doubt not , on the Iate- un-fortunate event from all your friends who are in theworld ; it is time, therefore, that you fhould hear on thefame occafion from one who is out of it. You know that
no one can take a warmer part than I do in all that con-
cerns the intereft and honour of this country. Neither along profcription, nor loffes, nor mortifications of everykind, can ffiake me indifferent to them. The lentiment
is natural and habitual too in me. The difappointment ofhis royal highnefs before Tournay , and the lofs of foraany brave men, grieve me to the foul. I call it a dif¬appointment , for the duke, the Britifh, and the Hano-verian troops cannot be faid properly to have been de-feated. The common caufe mffers, but our national
honour is advanced ; and that of the young hero youferve, rifes above all the examples we have had fince ourblack pri-nce and Henry the fifth. There is comfort inthefe confiderations for the palt, änd hope for what is tocome. The courage and condud he fhewed in the aftion,make him an objeä : of admiration to all the world, andthe compaflionate tears he fhed after it, gave them a netfluftre in my fenfe. Both one and the other endear himto the people among whom he was born, for whom hefights, and for whom he feels.—God profper him ! I wasforry that your hurry of bufmefs and my retired life,hindered me from embracing you at your departure. Butwherever you go, my bell wifhes accompany you, andevery affedionate fentiment that can flow from the heartof one who is, dear fir,

Your fincefe friend,
and moft obedient humble fervant,

Bolingbroke.

[tß ] Condud
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[15] Condud of the two Brothers, p. 42.
[16] The great fhare which the Irifti brigade had in the

fuccefs of the day was fully afcertained by one of their
moft refpedable countryraen , colonel Dromgold. He
publifhed two letters in French, on purpofe to expofe the
fallacioüs account given by Voltaire, in his poem on the
battle of Fontenoy ; a poem which lord Chefterfield, not-
withftanding his partiality to the author, very wittily
ridiculed in one of his French letters. See book I. lett.
XIV. of this colledion.

[17] Both the fpeech and the letter will be inferted in
this volume.

[18] Lord Chefterfield Wäs one of them, as lord lieü-
tenant of Ireland and privy-counfellor.

[19] This conqueft was certainly of great importance,
and in the end procured peace ; but it was magnifled to
facha degree, that the noble duke, then at the head öf
the admiralty, declared, that if France -was maßer of Portf-
mouth, be would bang the man wbo ßould give up Cape
Breton in exchange of it, Apology for a late Refignation,
p. 14.

[20] Ibid p. 13.
[21] Second Series of Fads and Arguments , &c. p. 39.
[22] Ibid. p. 43. 45.
[23] Ibid. p. 44.
L24] Lord Chefterfield alluded to the faifing of thefe

regiments in his humorous petition to the king, re-print-
ed at the end of the colledion of letters to his fön, " Your
" petitioner raifed fixteen companies of one hundred men
" each, at the public expence, in fupport of your ma-
" jefty's undoubted right to the imperial crown of thefe
" realms."

[25] Letter CCLXXIV,
[26] From the bifhop of Waterford 's letters, who adds

the following circumftance. " A perfon, when he was
" in this kingdom, alked him one day, how he could go
" through fo much bufinefs; and received this anfwer,
becaufe1 never put off to to-morrow what 1 can do to-day."

[27] From the fame.
[28] It will be found among his lordfhip's mifcellane-

ous pieces.
T 2 [29] A
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[29] A zealous protcftant, thinking to pay Iiis opurt

to the lord lieutenant, came to inform him, that one of
bis coachinen was a Roman catholic, and privately went
lo raafe. Does be indeedf faid Iiis lordfliip; well, i will
take care he[hall never carry me there.

[30] The dean's farnous letters under that name are
futftciently known.

[31] An inftance of Iiis lordfhip's calmnefs and pre-
fence of rriind on this occafion has been given me by thc
biihop of Waterford . " I cannot, fays he, forbear to
i* mcntion a pun of bis lordfhip's, which fhevvs his quick-
" nefs at repartee, and that he had the beft informations
" of the difpoftfions of the Roman catholics, and was
" not afraid of them. The viee-treafurer, Mr. Gardiner,
" a man of a good charadter and a coniiderable fortune,
" v/aited lipon him one moming , and in a great frigbt
" to!d him, that he was aflured, lipon good anthority,
" that the people in the province of Connaught were
" aclually rifing. Upon which lord Chefterfield took
" out hrs watch, and with great compofure anfwered him,
" 1t is nine o'clock, and certainly Urne for them to riß ; I
" tberefore believe your news to be true."

[32] The following information, which gives a fingu-
lar inftance of lord Chefterfield's vigilance in his vice-
royalty7, has been communicated by the biihop of Water¬
ford, it is given in the words of the gallant and aöive
captain Mercer, from whom the information comes

Jn the year 1745, captain Mercer was ordered to con-
voy the earl of Chefterfield from Holyhead to his govern-
ment of Ireland, where he landed on the 3 ift of .Auguft.
In November following, a large fleet of Eaft India-inen
arrived in the harbour of Galway, where his excellency
and the commiffioners thought proper to fend down a
nurober of revenue officers, to prevent fmuggiing. On
which occafion moft of captain Mercer 's crew and officers
were fent on that fervice by land, and his vefTel unrigged
and laid up. But lord Chefterfield having received letters
from Belfaft, in the county of Antrim , that the rebels
had taken pofieffion of Glafgow ; and ,that there were
three or four hundred boats alTembled off Air, Irwin,
and Salt Coats, which were but a fmall diftance from
the Ififh coaft, people were much alarmed, left an m-

vafion
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vaficn was intended, and hoped for fome affiftance by
fea. Their fears vvere fo great, that they were even
burying their linen, plate, &c. Underground ; and no
men of war being then on the Irifh coaft, his excellency
fent for captain Mercer late at night, and informed him
of the melancholy accounts he had received ; and that he
knew of no means which could fo fpeedüy eafe the
people's minds as his failing directly to Belfaft, to find
out the deiign of that large fleet of boats, and to give
the natives every confolation and affiftance in his power.
Captain Mercer told his excellency, that his fhip was
unrigged, his officers and crew at Galway, and that he
had no method of failing but by fhipping a riew crew,
which muft be done by approbation of the board of re-
venue. Lord Chefterfield, thongh it was then very late
at night, had Mr. Gray, one of the commiffioners,
raifed out of bed to give the necefläry orders, and after-
wards hoped captain Mercer would be equipped in a few
days. Im-mediately captain Mercer, with the few men
he had left and fome affiftants, began to rigg his fnip
and get provifions on board, and the next morning warf
fo lucky as to have fhipped a compleat crew, when hs
waited upon his excellency, to inform him he was ready
to fail, and only waited his commands ; which -were, to
gain every intelligence of the rebels motions, and to de-
liver difpatches from the lords of the admiralty to tiwo
floops of war, commanded by the captains Duff and
Knowell, which were cruifing between the Clyde and the
iüe of Man, to prevent fpirits or any other liquors
going from thence to the rebels. He was fortunate
enough to fall in with them the next day, and then
ftood over to the coaft of Scotland, where he difcovered
that the fleet of boats, which had fo rnuch alarmed the
people on the Northern coaft of Ireland, were on'y
Aßling for henings , This intelligence, in a great mea-
fure, diffipated their fears, and captain Mercer contfnued
on that ftatioh tili the fpring of the year, giving lord
Chefterfield every intelligence he could reeeive by keep-
ing up a correfpondence with general Campbell, father
to the prefent duke of Argyll, who arrived foon after
with a frigate of war and two tranfports laden with
arms and money, to raife and pay the Argyllfhire militia.
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In the month of April, the rebels quitted the wert of
Scotland, and captain Mercer was ordered to convoy
his excellency the earl of Chefterfield to Chefter, where,
foon after their landing, they received intelligence of
the duke of Cumberland having totally defeated the
rebels at Culloden.

Captain Mercer commanded at that time a fmall
frigate of ten guns and fifty men, in the fervice of therevenue.

[33] Rolt 's Hiftory of the laft War.
[34] Chiefly from the bifhop of Waterford 's infor»mation.
[35] By that acl, all popifh eftates, at the death of

the la'te popifh poffefför, are divided in equal parts,
fhare and fhare alike, among his popifh relations who
are the neareft of kin , if they all continue in their reü-
gion ; but if one of them turn proteftant , he becomes
the heir at law. As lord Chefterfield approved of that
ac~t, I cannot help thinking that even he himfelf was not
abfolutely free from all prejudices on that fubject.

[36] Lord Chefterfield's letters to the bifhop of Water¬
ford, bcok III. letter XXXI.

T37] Ibid. book III. letter XXI.
[38] From private information of the bifhop of Water¬ford.
[39] The following fact, which may be depended

ppon, is a proof of this affertion. A very confiderable
gentleman of the county of Kerry, and member of parlia-
ment , was indebted to a neighbouring tradefman, who
had frequently applied to him for the payment of hisjuft
demand . The tradefman going one day to the gentle-
man 's houfe to rencw his application, the latter ordered
his fervants fo tie him to the pump and horfewhip him,
Thefe orders were obeyed with the utmoft feverity.
The poor man came up to Dublin with his complaints
to the lord lieutenant, who immediately diredted a fpecial
commiflion of oyer and termiqer to repair to that county
and try the caufe ; the confequence of which was, that
the gentleman was fined in a very heavy penalty.

[40] This young noblema.i died of thz fmall-pox at
Paris, to the inexprefhble regret of his mother, who, to
the day of her death, never forgave herfelf not havinghad him inoculated.

[41] To
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[41] To her was addreiTed a copy of verfes by Mr.
Jonesa bricklayer, who had complimented lord Chefter-
field 011 his arrival at Dublin , and now took occafion of
her ladyfhip's obtaining a pardon for two defer.re.ra, lo pay
hisrefpedts ro her.

[42J Stanhope each purpofe of his breaft
To gen 'rous views confign'd;

And .chofe his merhod ro be bleft,
By bleflmg all mankind.

Stanhope, though high thy tranfporrs glow,
To one falfe ftep defcehd ;

Or you'll incur the dang'rous woe
Of him whoxn all commend.

Y43"] Lord Chefterneld, in a lerter he wrore ro rhe duke
in the beginning of 1746, expreiTed himfelf in rhis re-
markable manner : " As Scotland has been rhe cradk, I
u moft earneftly wiih and hope it will become rhe grave
*' of the rebellion, under the aufpicious command of
" your royal highnefs."

[44] Lord Chefterfield did not join with the minifters
in this meafure ; for though he was very much attached
10 his friends in adminiftrarion, he knew his duty ro his
fovereign, In rhe ftarion he rhen fiiled, roo well ro have
taken fo unjuftifiable a ftep. Afrer his lordfhip was be¬
come fecrerary of ftate , and was in fome meafkre xe-
ftored ro his forrner inrercourfe with bis old mafter ; the
king, ralking of whar had pafled, and in parricular com-
plaining of rhe ill treatmenr of his minifters ar that time,
took occafion ro afk his lordfhip in a kind manners whe-
ther he would have continued in his fervice if Jord Gran-
ville had not given up the feals. To this lord Cliefterfield
very candidly replled, " Sir, nothing (hould have tempt-
" ed me to have quitted your majefty's fervice while I
" was in Ireland, and a rebellion raging in your domi-
" nions. I think you might have very juftly rried me
" by martial law for quitting my poft. It is certainly
" true, fir, thar it was my refolurion, as foon as I rerurn-
" ed ro your majefty's prefence, to beg your permiHion
" quit your fervice." This frank declaration wajs- fo
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far from difpleafing the monarch, tbat he gracioufly faid," My lord, I was always fure you would adt like a man" of honour." ,

[45] The rev. Mr. Codere, minifter of the French
xhapel in Berwick-ftreet.

[46] Letters to bis fori, letter LXXVI.
[47 j French letters in tbis colle&ion, book I. letter XIV.
[48] The charafter which lord Chefterfield gave to a

female correfpondent of that gentleman 's qualifications
(Ibid. let. XIV.) fhews fufficiently the impropriety of the
choice. We fhall have opportunities of adding fome
touches to the piclure.

[49] Letters to his fon.
[50] An inftance of this happened foon after our earl

was appointed fecretary of ftate. One of the greaieft
pl.aces had been allotted by the reigning minifter to a
perfön.whom the king particularly dilliked. He refufedto confent to the nomination , and he did it in fo peremp-
tor,y a manner, that none of the members of the cabinet
dared to (peak to bim any more about it . Lord Chefter¬
field was defired to undertake it ; and one morning he
waited lipon the king with the commiffion ready to be
filled up. As foon as he mentioned the name, the mo¬
narch angrily refufed, and faid, / would rather have tk
devil. -With all my heart, replied the earl, I only beg
leave to put your majefty in mind , tbat the commißion
is indited to our right-tritßy and right noell-beloved coufin.
Tbis fally had its efte6t ; the king laughed, and faid, My
lord, do as you pleafe.

[51] Apology, &c. p. 22.
[5a] Lord Harrington had loft all credit with the king

irom the tinve he had joined in the refignation with the
refc of the minifters ; and his majefty finding the oppor-
tuni'ty favourable to his wifhes, was determined to get ridof him. He carried his refentment fo far, that it was
with the utmoft difficulty Mr. Pelham and the reft of the
admihiftration could prevail on his majefty to fuffer himto fucceed lord Lhefterfield as lord iieutenant of Ireland.

[53] Apology, &c.
i.54J Ibid.
im Letters to his fon, letter LXXXIV.

m The
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[56] The profit he made is humoroufly ftated in one
of Iiis letters to the bifhop of Waterfqrd . " I can afliire

you, I gotfive hundred pounds clear upon the whole."
[57] Conduct of the Two Brothers, &c. p. 48. In the

fequel to that pamphlet, which like the former came frorn
a Granvillian and a well informed author, the fame thing
is repeated with the following infinuation. " In plain
" Englifh, one cannot help fuppofing that it was partly in
" compliment to H . R. H . the duke that the refolution
" was taken to prolong the war, and that as he had not
" the honour of commanding the allies this year, we con-
" nived at the lofTes of it, and kept our ftrength in re-
" ferve, to render him fo much the more illuftrious, by the
" erForts of the next ."—Second Series, p. 46.

[58] The letter is dated Breda, Nov. 20, 1746, and
%ned Waffenaer. . " Dans le moment le comte de Sand-
" wich fort de chez moi, ou il a eu la bonte de venir m'ap-
" prendre une nouvelle, qui en tout tems, mais furtout
" dans la circonftance prefente ne peut que me caufer une
" joye inexprimable. J 'ai vü, milord, avec la plus agreable
" furprife au bas de fes depeches le nom de Thomms que
" je refpeöe , que j 'admjre, et permettez moi de trancher le
" rnot que j 'aime le plus, le nom de Cheftemeld—M. le
" confeiller penfionaire (Gilles) ä qui ja'i eu le plaifird'en
" apprendre la premiere nouvelle, m'en a temoigne fon
" extreme contentement , et fent comme moi toute l'influ-
" ence que votre heureufe entree dans le miniftere doit
" avoir, für les affaires du tems—Jamais la fituation de la
" republique ne füt plus deplorable. Son etat poltdque
" et militaire, celui de fes finances, vous eft parfaitement
" connu. Nous fommes peut etre a la veille d'etre boule-
" verfes, fi l'Angleterre notre meilleure et nötre plus fi-
" dele alliee, et la plus intsreflee ä notre exiflence, ne
" previent notre ruine ; le tems eft infiniment precieux;
" daignez, mylord, employer tous vos foins et vos efForts
" pour nous faire parvenir au grand but qui nous raflem-
" ble ici : le plaifir inexprimable d'avoir rendu le repos a
" l'Europe fera votre recompenfe, et votre nom fera en
" benediclion ä tous les peuples. Nous aurons en particu-

lier la fatisfadion de devoir notre bonheur ä l'ami de la
" republique,"

[59] AP°"
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[59] Apology, &c. p. 27.
[60J Ibid . p. 26.
[61j Lord Chefterfield had ever fhewn great friendfhipfor that gentleman, who was very much attached to bis

lordfhip.—He took him over to Ireland, and gave him the
office of black rod, during the time of his refidencethere.

[62] Conduct of the two brothers, p. 60, 61.
[63 ] Vaderlandfche hiftorie, vol. XX . p. 105.
[64] Conduft , &c.
[65] Apology, &c. p. 29.
[66] The king of France 's expreffion is faid to havebeen, " He ! Bien Monfieur de Ligonier, quand eft ce

que le roy votre maitre nous donnera la paix ?—Well, ge-
neral Ligonier, when will the king your mafter grant uspeace ?"

[67] He was the only minifter in the cabinet who had,
upon principle, contended for the neceffity of coming toa fpeedy accommodation, Second feries, &c. p. 48. No¬
thing could be more honourable to lord Chefterfield than
this teftimony from a rival, whom he had contributed toremove.

[68] Though this expreffion was borrowed from the
cbjevft of lord Chefterfield's ftrongeft paffion, it muft be
obferved to this honour, that he ftrictly kept to the rulewhich he had diilated to himfelf in Ireland, and never
played tili he was out of the miniftry.

[69] Vaderlandfche hiftorie, vol. XX . p. 159, 160.
[70] Letter to Mr Dayrolles.
[71] Vaderl. hift. ibid.
[72] See lord Chefterfield's French letters in this col-leclion.
[73 ] Examination , See. p. 70.
C74J Apology, &c. p. 35, 36,
[75] This gentleman had held Conferences before thattime with lord Ligonier while in Flanders, and his lord¬

fhip was directed by the Englifh miniftry to defire him torepair to London in the moft fecret manner.
[76] Apology, &c. p. 37—44. See ükewife the other

pamphlets which 1 have quoted before, and which were
publifhed by writers perfedtly well informed.

[78] In
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[77] In a manufcript letter to Dr. Birch, dated Ther-
field, Nov. 28, 1748, I find fome interefting particulars,
which the author ' had from Mr. Horace Walpole, wiih
whom he was very intimate. " I met my great and good
" friend Mr. Walpole on the road, and have had a volu-
" minous correfpondence this fummer with him—You
" fhall have a few broken hints.—I think 1have informed
" you of my perufing Mr. Walpole's letters or rather
" memorials to the duke, and a very ample one to the
" duke of Newcaftle. You have feen the anfwer to bi-
" fhop Sherlock's colours and excufes for coniinuing the
" war laft year, and bis abfurd notion of France, which
" I reprefented and inforced in order to provoke him to
" this work. It has been communicated to feveral perfons
" of diftinftion . Chefterfield was eager for its being
" printed, But though Mr. Walpole is willing to give fa-
" lutary inftruclions and informations, he abhorreth all
" public offence. Though Mr. Walpole's papers c-ontra-
" difted the king's and the duke's humour, H. R. H. was
" not offended with the addrefs, but only on hearing they
" had been imparted to others. However, Mr. Walpole
" had a Conference of more than two hours with the
" duke. H . R . H . was prepared, and managed with
" great art . As it was principal, I will only mention
" what pafled relative to Pruffia. Mr. Walpole ftrongly
" inlifted on this power being gained, and obferved how
" improper and faint all attempts had been. As the ne-
" ceffity was piain and pregnant , all who had accefs and
" intereft with the king fhould talk in this abfolute preffing
" ftrain. This was done in a lefs confiderable inftance,
" When Granville became intolerable and impradlicable,
" all the minifters were abfolute and peremptory. The
" duke replied with refentment, that he hoped never again
" to fee bis royal father have fuch ufage. Mr. Walpole re-
" joined what he fuggefted might be done ftrongly and
" decifively, without giving oftence. In order to diaw the
" real attention and confidence of Pruffia, the afFair fhould
" be communicated to parliament . This would be po-
" ptilar, and produce the ftrongeft votes. When his hav-
" ing been a little too forward and bufy was infmuated,

Mr. Walpole lethim know that perfons well affected and
H of confequence would have brought it into parliament," had
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" had it not been for his interpofition. Mr. Walpole re-
" prefented the fure and fpeedy conquefts the French
" might make of the continent . What then would be-
" come of all his family ? Every one would be for mak-
" ing their own compofitions, and the rather as this wasu the effeä: of a known averfion to Pruffia. The duke
" then mentioned Sir E. Fawkener 's being fent. Mr.
*f Walpole faid, the minifter was not fo material as the
** previous affurances and inftruftions . But he afterwards
" took occafion thfee times to inculcate H . R . H. going
" in perfon ; and added, the affair would be thus com-
" pleted at Berlin in 24 hours. It could not be, or fi-
" lence was the anfwer. Villiers, who is an able minif-
" ter, by Granville's advice, refufed to go. Chefterfield's
" laft work was to draw up Legge's inftruftions ; they*' were excellent. What alterations have been made l
rt know not. Legge, that his errand might not be infig-
" nificant, has ventured to make ofFers, which have given" offence."

[78] Mr. George Stanhope, brother to earl Stanhope,
had a regiment.

[79] Letters to Mr.Dayrolles.

NOTES
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NOTES OF SECTION VI

[i ] ArTHUR 's Chocolate-houfe, formerly White 's,
from whence many of the Tatlers are dated. Lord Chef-
terfield being once alked, Why he never was feen at routs
and alTemblies? anfwered, That he never went to conven-
ticles where there was an eftablifhed church.

[2] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, p. 342.
[3] Freneh Letters in this colleclion, p. 85, 109.
[4] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles,.p. 336.
[5] French Letters in this collection, p. 113.
[6] Ibid. p. 179— 181.
I7J From private information.
[8] Letters to bis fon, vol. I. Lett . CXIX.
[9] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, p. 335.
[to ] Letters to his fon, vol. I. Lett . CXXIL
[11] Ibid. vol. I. p. 350.
I42] " Few things would mortify me more than to fee

" you bearing a part in a concert with a fiddle underyour
" cliin, or a pipe in your mouth." Ibid. vol. I. p. 306.

[13] Ibid. letter CLXXX.
[14] Ibid. vol. II. p. 425.
[15] This expreffion is frequently ufed in lord Chefter-

field's letters to his fon.
[16] The duke de Nivernois. Letters to his fon, vol. I.

p. 498.
[17, 18] In this collection, vol. II.
[19] Lord Chefterfield had, with fome difficulty, fuc-

ceeded in procuring him a prebend of Windfor.
[20] Mr. Stanhope was now nineteen years old, a time

of life when thefe exertions ,became particularly necef-
läry.

[21] For
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[21] For the poft of refident at Venice. See p. 202. ofthefe Memoirs.
[22] " Lord Macclesfield, who had the greateft (hare

" in forming the bill, and who is one of the greateft ma-
" thematicians and aftronomers in Europe, fpoke after-
" wards with infinite knowledge and all the clearnefs that
" fo intricate a matter would a-dmit of ; but as his words,
" his periods, and his utterance were not near fo good as
" mine, the preference was moft unanimoufly, though
" moft unjuftly, given to me." Letters to his fon, vol. II.
p. 118.

[23] French letters in this collection, p. 213.
[24] Marquis de Botta.
[25] Letters LXXVII . to Mr. Dayrolles in this collec-tion.
[26] Letters to his fon, vol. II. Lett . LXXXVII.
[2-7] French letters in this colle&ion, p. 207.
[28 ] Ibid . p. 212.
[29] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, p. 39*7.
[30] Letters to his fon, vol. II. Lett . LXXX.
[31] Ibid. Lett . LXXII.
[32] Ibid. Lett . LXXVIII.
[33J Ibid. Lett . LXXX.
r34] Ibid. Lett . LXXXI.
[35] This gentleman fignalized himfelf in the läft warin America, and was fecond in command to Monfieur de

Montcalm, governor of Canada. The account of his
voyage round the world fince that time may be feen in
two publications ; one by Dom. Pernetty , and the other
more at large by himfelf.

[36] The original and tranflation are both found in this
colle&ion of mifcellaneous pieces, p. 276—281.

[37] Lord Pawlett.
[38j Ibid. p. 417.
[39] Ibid. p. 418.
[40] Letters to Mr. Dayrolles, p, 422.
[41] Ibid. p. 425.
[42] The aclual forces of thefe powers employed

againft Great Britain and her ally the king of Pruflia,
amounted to upwards of 800,000 men, exclufive of the
whole maritime power of France,

The
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The Auftrian forces were computed at 300,000 men.
The French at 300,000
The Ruffians employed on this occafion, 150,000
The Saxons, 30,000
The Swedes, 25,000

In all, 805,000
[43] Letter CX. to his fori, vol. II.
[44] Letters to his fon, vol. II. letter CHI.
[45] " I fee by the news-papers, as well as by your

" letter, that the difficulty ftill fubfifts about your ceremo-
" nial at Ratifbon : fhould they, from pride and folly,
" prove infuperable, and obftrudt your real bufmefs, there
" is one expedient, which may perhaps remove difficul-
" ties, and which 1 have offen known praftifed 5 but
" which, I believe, our people here know nothing of : it
" is to have the charadtex of minifleronly in the ofbenfi-
" ble title, and that of envoy extraordinary in your pock-
" et, to produce occafionally, efpecially if you fhould be
" fent to any of the elettors in your neighbourhood ; or
" elfe, in any tranfaftion that you may have, in which
" your title as envoy-extraordinary may create great diffi-
" culties, to have a reverial given you, declaring, that the
" temporary fufpenfion of that characler, ne donnera pas
" la moindreatteinte ni ä vos droits, ni ä vos pretentions."
Ibid. letter CXLVII.

[46] Ibid. letter CL.
[47] Ibid. letter CLXXIX . CLXXX . &c,
[4b] " You will not be in this parliament , at leaft not

" at the beginning of it. I relied too much upon lord
" C—'s promife, above a year ago at Bath." Ibid. letter
CXCV.

E49] Ibid. letter CXCVI.
[50] He fucceeded lord Stormont at the court of Vien-

na.
[51] Lord Chefterfield hawing fuffered for a long time,

and very feverely, with the rheumatifm, for which he had
taken a variety of medicines without receiving any bene-
fit, refolved at laft to try the efFeft of calomel. - He took
nve grarins of it, and this producing no fenfible, alteration,
he increafed the dofe in a day or two to feven, He was
prefently after feized with a faüvation, the fymptoms of

wliich
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which ran very high, and v/hich his phyfician tried in vain
to ftop. It continued for fix weeks ; but at the end of
that time his lordfhip was entirely free from his rheumatic
pains, and never feit them aftervvards.

[52] Letter XXXIX . to the bifhop of Waterford, p.
504.

[53] Ibid. letter XLI . p. 507.
[54] Ibid. letter XLVII. p. 514.
[55] Ibid. letter XLVII. p. 514.
[5bJ Jbid. letter XIII. p. 47 1.
[57] They are found in the fecond volume from p. 541.

to 549.
[58] So great was Iord Chefterfield's influence in Ire-

land, that I have been informed, no perfon was ever feen
drunk in public during the whole of his adminiftration.

[59] Letters to Mr. Prior, p. 546.
[60J Letter L. to the bifhop of Waterford.
[61] This is alfo the opinion of another philofophic and

elegant writer of the prefent age, who feems to have pur-
fued the fame idea. But fince Paraguay has been brought
under the dominion of Spain, it has appeared, that the
empire which thefe fathers have exercifed in fhat extenfive
continent , has been founded on the moft odious principles
of tyranny ; and that they had reduced the deluded and
barbarous inhabitants of that fertile fpot to the moft abjedt
ftate of flavery.

[62] See French letters in this colle&ion, p. 233.
[63] All the eftates that came from the late earl to his

fuccellor were annexed to the title by his will.
[64] Letter LIX . to the bifhop of Waterford.
[65] Mr . D 'Eyverdun , a Swifs gentleman of good fa-

mily and great abilities, recommended to lord Chefterfieki
by Mr. Dayrolles.

[66] Seep . 154. of thefe memoirs.
[67] Letter XLVIII. to the bifhop of Waterford.
[68 ] Ibid. letter LXf.
[60] The editor is obliged to Mr. Dayrolles for this In¬

formation, as well as for the communication of feveral
other very material circumftances ; and embraces this

opportunity



NOTES OF SECTION VI. 297

opportunity of making his public acknowledgments to
him for his great civilities.

[70] By the death of Sir William Stanhope, the Buck-
inghamfhire eftate, amounting to eight thoufand pounds
pr annum, which had been given to him by his father
on his firft marriage, reverted to the earl.

[71] Dr. Warren , phyfician to the king.
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A.

Administration . Refkc-
tions on oppofition to it,
68 , 69 , 70.

Affairs. State of , at the acceffion
of George I. 34.

Aix-laChapelle . PeaCe of, 184.
Algarolti. Obfervations on his

dialogues, in note 54 , feft . II.
Arbutbnot (Dr .) . Charafter of,

40. and in note 47 , feft . II.
Atterbury (Bifhop of Rochefter ).

Account of , 37 . and in notes
35. 36 , 37 , fe£t . II.

Aufiria (Houfe of ). Lofes die Im¬
perial dignity , 103.

B.

Bath. Account of , 88.
Bavaria (Eleftor of ). Chofen

emperor , 103.
Bergen-op-zoom. Siege of, and

redu£tion , 177.

Berkeley (Bifhop of Cioyne ).
Writes a letter to the Roman
Cathoiics of his diocefe , 157.
Prefents his Minute Philofopher
to lord Chefterfield , 163.

Bills (occafional and fchifm ). Re-
marks on the conteft for their
repeal , 27 . and in note 16, feö.
II.

Bill (Excife ) . Oppofition to it,
64 . and in notes 45 , 46 , fcQ.. IL
Rejefted , 65.

Bill (Septennial ). Repeal of , re-
jefted , 72.

Bill (new one ), for adding a tax
on fpirituous liquors , 120 , 12t.

Blttckheath . Account of lord Chef-
terfield 's villa there , 187.

Bolingbroke (Lord ) . Characler and
anecdotes of , 41 , 42 . and in
notes 51 , 52 , 53 , fe£t . IL Oc-
cafion of his writing his Idea of
a Patriot King , 87 . His death,
199 , 200.

U 2 Boudoif
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Boudoir . An apartment in lord

Chefterfield 's houfe , 187.
Bqugainville (Mr .) . Account of,

207 . and in note 35 , fedl . VI.
Breda . Congrels there , for a

peace , 173.
Breton (Cape ) . Conqueft of , 148.

ar.d in note 19 , iedt . V.

C.

Calendar (Julian ) . Its defed . Bill
brought into parliament for its
reformation , 197 , 198 , 199.

Carlos (Don ) . His eftablißiment
in Italy oppofed by the Court of
Vienna , 55.

Caroline (Queen ) . Her death and
character , 85 , 86 . Anecdote of,
in note 25 , fecl . IV.

Cutteret (Lord ) . Charafler of,
37 . His fpeech in favour of
the earl of Orford , 1 12.

Catz . Account of , in note 16.
iecl . III.

Charles VII . the emperor . His
death , and confequences of it,
H3  r,Chencvix (Dr . Richard ). SeelFa-
terford (biihop of) .

Cbenevix (Rev . Mr .) . Son to the
bifhop , his death , 222.

Cbeßerßeld (Philip Dormer Stan-
hope , Earl of) . His birth , 5.
Account of his family , 6 , 7.
and note 5, fe£t . I . Anecdotes
of his grandfather , 6 , 7. and
notes 6 , 7, and 8, fefl:. I . Ac¬
count of his father , 7. and in
nore 12 , fect . f. Sent to the
univerfity of Cambridge , jo.
His manner of employing his
time there , 11 , 12 . His maf-
ters , notes 24 , 25 , 26 . feä . I.
His own account of his im-
provenicnt there , note 27 , fedt.
I . Sent on his travels , 13. His
recep :lon at Paris , 14. His re-
niarks on the death of queen
Ann , 15, 16. and in notes 37,
4.0 . fcö . I. Appointed one of

X T O

the gentlemen of the bed-cham-
ber to the prince of Wales , ig.
His acquaintance with lord Scar-
borough , 19 and 20 . Chofen
member of parliament , 20 . His
fii ft fpeech in parliament , on the
impeachment of the managers
of the peace of Utrecht , 21,22.
Goes tp Paris , 22 . Speech on
feptennial parliaments , 24 . and
in note 11, feft . II . Divides
againft the court in the conteft
for the repeal of the occafional
and fchifm bills , 27 . Votes
with the minority in the houfe
of commons , in favour of the
bill for limiting the number of
peers , 28 . His conneftion with
lord Townfhend , 29 . Appoint¬
ed captain of the yeomen of the
guaros , 30 . Refufes the red
ribband,3i . Becomes acquaint - '
ed with Algarotti , Montefquieu,
and Voltaire , 42 . His attach¬
ment iCLgaming, 43 . His fen-
time 'nts , and fpeech on George
the Second 's acceffion to the
throne , 45 . Appointed ambaf-
fador to the Hague , 46 . Dür¬
ing his embafTy there , fludies
the civil law and the imperial
code , i;o . Becomes acquainted
with Slingeland and Fagel , 52,
53 . His charadler of the for-
mer , 53 . His conneftion with
Mr . Dayrolles , his Majffty 's re-
fident at the Hague , 53 . Con-
tracts an intimacy with the mar-
quis of Fenelon , the French am-
baffador , 54 . His opinion of
the Seville treaty , in note 24,
fecl III . Appointed high ftew-
ard of his Majefty 's houfehold,
and made knight of the garter,
60 . and in notes 30 , 31 , feft.
III . His fecret negotiation with
the Imperial envoy and thegrand
penfionary of Holland , 61 . and
in notes 35 , 36 , feö . III . Ef-
poufes the intereft of the prince
of Orange , 6z . His charafler
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of him , in note 38 , fe£t . JII.
Defires to be recalled from his
embafly, on account of the ill
ftate of his health , 63 * Argues
in the houfe of peers againft
the ieducfion of the number of
troops, 64 . Oppofes the excife
bill, 64 , 65 . Surrenders his
white ftaff, 66 . Protefts againft
the bill for fettling a portion
upon the princefs of Orange,
70. Marries Melefina de Schu¬
lenburg, countefs of Walfing-
ham, 71 . His proteft in favour
of the bill for preventing all of-
ficers above the rank of colonels

from being deprived of their
commiflion, but by a court mar-
tial, 73 . Complimented on that
occafion by the duke of Argyll,
73. Oppofes a vote of credit,
75. His fpeech on the bill for
preventing any play being per-
formed without the lord cham-
borlain' s licence , 83 . and in
note 24 , feö . IV . His fpeech
and proteft againft the Conven¬
tion treaty , 91 , 92 , 93 . and in
note 34 , feft . IV . His fpeech
on the war with Spain , 94 . Op¬
pofes the meffage for an extra-
ordinary fupply , 96 . Oppofes
the penfion bill , 96 , 97 . Votes
for addreffing theking to remove
the minifter , 100 . His ill ftate
of health obliges him to go to
Spa, 100. His opinion of the
king of Pruilia , 100 . and in
note 46 , feft . IV . Goes to Pa¬
ris, and his connettions there,
iot , 102 . His fpeech in par-
liament on the pofture of affairs
in the year 1741 , 106 , 107.
His fpeech on the bill againft the
earl of Orford , 112 , 112 , 113.
Receives fome benefit from the

xife of the Spa waters , 115.
His journey to Bath , 115 . His
proteft againft the taking of Ha-
noverian troops in Britilh pay,
119, 120 . Oppofes the new
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bill for laying a tax on fpiriiucus
liquors , 121 . His fpeech in
parliament after the battle of
Dettingen , and on continuing
the Hanoverian troops in Britifh
pay , 127 , 128; His fpeech on
the law of forfeiture , 130 , 131,
132 . His opinion of Mr . Pope,
133 . Appointed ambaffador to
the Hague , 137 , 138. Reafons
for thts appointmenr , 141-. His
arrival at the Hague , 141 . His
inftruftions , 142 . Recommends
Dr . Chenevix to be made a
biiliop , 147 . Takes leave of
the States General ; his fpeech
to them on that occafion , 147.
Sets out for Ireland , 151 . Ap-
points Richard Lyddell , e(qutre<
his fecretary , 151. His fpeech
in the Irifh parliament , 152,
153 . His application for fup-
plies , and manner of raifing
them , 154. Allows the Roman
cathoücs the free ufe of their

religion , 156 . His vigilance
during the time of the rebellion,
158 . Refufes the grant of any
reverfion , 160. His conducl:
with regard to the Roman ca¬
thoücs , 160 , 161 , 162 . His
readinefs to aflift the opprefled,
162 . and in note 39 . fedt. V.
Abolifhes every kind of gaming
at the caftle , 162 . Gives a
Company to an officer , 162 , 163.
Increafes the pay of the officers
and private men of the yeomesi
of the guards , 163 . Procures
the title of earl of Bleffington
to lord vifcount Mountjoy , 163.
His opinion of biihop Synge,
164 . Patronizes the eftablilh-
ment of a phyfico -hiftorical 1b-
ciety at Dublin , 166 . Leaves
Ireland , 168 . Engages the re-
verend Mr . Codere and Mr.
Maittaire to teach his fon the
rudijuents of learning , and the
Latin language , 169 . Appoints
Mr . Harte to be bis tutor , 171.

is
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Is made fecretary of ftate , 172.
Obtains the place of refident at
the Hague for Mr . Dayrolles,
174 , 175 . Dilapproves of the
taxation in Holland called a
Free Gift , 179 . Approves of
the negociation with Ruffia,
179 . ls defirous of making a
feparate peace with Spain , 180.His memorial on the ftate of
Europe and England in the year
1748 , 181 , 182 . Refolves to
refign the feals , 182 . Anfwersa memorial of the Pruffian mi-
nifter , claiming an exemption
for the Pruffian fiag from fearch,
&c. 182 . Draws up the in-
ftru &ions for Mr . Legge , envoy
to the court of Berlin , 182 . His
audience with the king on his
reugnation of the feals to him,
and his behaviour on that occa-
fion , 182 , 183 . Accepts of theoffice of one of the lords of the
admiralty for his brother John
Sranhope , 183 . Renews his vi-
fits at White 's , 186 . and in note
1, feft . VI . Goes toBath , 186.
Employs himfelf in building a
new houfe , and furnifliing his
library , 187 . Vifits lord Pem-
broke at Wilton , 187 . Lotes
his brother John Stanhope , 187.
His villa at Blackheath , and im-
provements there , 187 , 188.
His tafte for gardening , 188.His conneftion with Sir Luke
Schaub , 189 . His tafte for pic-
tures , 189 . Recommends to
his fon the ftudy of the civil,
miiitary ; and ecclefiafiical go-
vernment of Pruffia , and the re-
formation of the laws intro-
dueed there by the king , 190.
Appreheniive of his fon 's con¬
tracting a fondnefs for mufic,
191 . and note 12 , fect . VI.
Cautions him againft the im-
prefficns of irreligion and im-
inorality , 191 . Recommends
him princpaily to attend to his

X T O

appsarance , elocution , and
ftylc , 192 . His correfpondence
with Madam du ßocage , 193.
Obtains a prebend of Windfor
for Mr . Harte , 194 . Advice to
his fon , with regard to gallantry
and diffimulation , 194, 195,
196 . Is difappointed in the
hopes of procuring an efta-
blimment for him in the young
prince 's houfehold , and of his
being made envoy at Venice,
197 . and in note 21 , fedl. VI.His bill for the reformation of
the Julian calendar , and fpeech
on that occafion , 197 , 198,
199 . His concern for thedeath.
of lord Bolingbroke , 199, 200.
His apprehenfion on account of
his deafnefs , 200 , 201 - His
difappointment on the kirjg's
refufing to nominate his fon en¬
voy at the court of Naples,
202 . Writes feveral effays in
the petiodical paper called The
World , 203 . Sends his fon to
Holland , and to fome Courts of
Germany , 203 . His difappro-
bation of the repeal of the billfor the naturalization of the
Je ws , 204 . Recommends to
his fon the reading of Fra.
Paolo 's writings , 205 , 206 . At-
tacked with a rheumatic com-
plaint , 206 . Goes to Spa, 206.
Lle &ed a member of the Aca-
demy of infcriptions and belies
lettres at Paris , 207 . Moves
for an adjournment in the houfe
of peers , upon a motion made
to addreis the king not to leave
England , 208 . Speaks in fa~
vour of the fubiidiary treaty
with the court of Rufna , 209.
His opinion of public arkirs,
210 . His apprehenlions of the
event of the war in the year
1757 , and '75 8 ' 2! 2 '
B^d ftate of his health,
His attachment to Ireland , 218.
Receives . the accaunt ot his

fon's
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fon's death from a lady , who,
at the fame time , declared her-
felf to be his wife , 220 , 221.
Adopts the fori of his kinfnian,
Mr. Stanhope , of Mansfield,
222. Lofes his brother Sir Wil¬
liam Stanhope , 224 . His death,
ditto. His charafter , 225.

Coalition (Broad -bottom treaty ) .
Account of , 137.

Csdere(the Reverend Mr .) . Teach-
es Mr . Stanhope the rudiments
of learning , and the principles
of morality , 169 . and ia note
45, feft . V.

Company(Eaft India ) . Eftablifh-
ment of at Altena , oppofed , 57.

Company (South Sea ) . Inquiry
into, 70.

Contracl (Affiento ) . What , 90.
and in note 32 , fe£t . IV.

Craftfman (The ) . Authors con-
cerned in this paper , 66 . Re-
marks in it concerning lord
Chefterfield 's difmiflion , 66 , 67.

Cromvoell (Richard , Son of Oli¬
ver) . His characler , 9 , 10.

Culloden(Battie of ) . 165 . and in
note 43 , fedt. V.

Cumberland (Duke of ). Ap-
pointed Commander in chief of
the confederate army , 144.
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Dedications . Obfervations on,
165.

Dettingen (Battie of) . Accounr
of , 124 , 125.

Dißmulation . Lord Chefterfield 's
opinion of, confidered , 195,
196.

Du - Becage (Madame ) . Vifits Eng¬
land . Her reception by lord
Chefterfield . Account of her

letters to him , 193.

E.

Edinburgh . Account of a tilmult
there , 80 . Is made an objedt
of parliamentary inquiry , 80,
81.

Eloquence (BritiOi .) Refledtions
on , 34 . Remarks on lord Chef¬
terfield 's, 38 , 39 . and in note
41 , fedt II.

Emperor . Death of , and refledti-
ons on it , 98 , 99.

England . Invafion of, attempted
by the French , 128 , 129.

Europe . State of , in the year
1734 , 75 , 76 , 77 . and in notes
13 , 14, fedt. IV . Balance of,
apparently deftroyed , 104.

D.

Dayrolles (Samuel , Efquire ) . Re¬
sident at the Hague , account
of, 53.

Dayrclles (Solomon , Efquire ) .
Made Refident at the Hague,
174 , 175 . and in note 61 , fedt.
V. Appointed minifter and
commiffary plenipotentiary at
the court and congrefs at Bruf-
fels, 199 . His maniage , ditto.

Hebt (National ) . Reflexion on.
212.

F.

Fenehn (Marquis of) . AmbaiTador
at the Hague from the court of
France , 54.

Fontenoy. Battie of , 145 . and in
notes 13, 14. (edt . V.

Forfeiture (Law of) . De 'oate lip¬
on , 130 , 131 , 132 . Confide-
rations ort ; account of the au-
thor of that treatife , 130 , 131.
and in note 69 , fefil. IV.

France,
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France . Confidered as the mif-

trels of the balance of Europe,
. ' 05.

Free Gift (a taxation in Holland ) .
Account of , 178 , 179.

G.

Gallantry , Lord Chefterfield 's
opinion of , confidered , 195,
196.

Gardening . Lord Chefterfield 's
tafte for , 188.

George (I .) . Remarks on Iiis ac-
ceffion to the throne , 18.
His charaöer and death , 32,
33 - .

George (II .) - Curious anecdote
of , in note 50 , feft . V . PrefTes
lord Chefterfield to accept of the
feals , 172 . Urges him to retain
them ; and offers a penfion or

. dukedom to him , 183.
Gran -ville (Earl of ) . Accepts the

feals , and refigns them three
days after , 168 , 169.

Grey (Sir James ) . Appointed
envoy at the eourt of Naples,ao2.

H

Chefterfield , on the law of for-
feiture , 132.

Harky (Earl of Oxford ) . Cha¬
raaer of , 36 . and in note 32,. left . II.

Harrington (Lord ) . Appointed
lord lieutenant of Ireland , 172.

Harte (Mr .) . Account of, 170,
171 , and in note 48 , fedl. IV.
Criticifm on his ftyle , 192. Ap¬
pointed a prebendary of Wind-
for , 194 . and in note 19, feä.VI.

Heinßus . His charaSer , note 17,fet\ III.
Holt (Sir John ) . Anecdote of,

10.

Hooke (Mr .) . Account of. Re-
commended by lord Chefterfield
to write the hiftory of the duke
of Marlborough , 116. His re*
ward for his fervice , ditto.

J-

Jefuils . Their expulfion from
France , 219 , 220 . and in note
61 , fea . VI.

John (Duke of Argyll ) . Cha-
raaer of , 37 .- and in note 38,fea. fi*

Halifax (Marquis of) . Account
of , and his fainily , 7. and iri
nores 13, 14 , 15.

Halifax (Eatl of ) . Appointed lord
lieutenant of Ireland , 218 . His
fpeech , ditto.

Hammond (Anthony , efquire ) . His
charaaer , 47.

Hammond (James , efquire ) . Ac¬
count of , 48 . His death and
charaaer , 133 . and in note
7 ' .

Hardiuicke (Earl of ) . His cha¬
raaer , Si . His anfwer to lord

Liginier (General ) . Anecdote of,
176.

Lorrain (Duke of) - His ac-
quainrance with lord Chefter¬
field, 63.

Loiv Countries . Invafion of by the
French ; their fituarion at that
time , 140.

Lyddell (Richard , efquire ) . Ap¬
pointed fecretary to lord Chef¬
terfield , 151.

Maccles-
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M.

Mactlesfield (Lord ) . His fpeech
for the reformation of the Julian
calendar , 199 . and in note 22,
fett . VI.

Maittaire (Mr .) . Engaged to in-
fhu £t Mr . Stanhope in the Latin
language , 169.

Marlborough (Duke of ). Refigns,
125.

---- >• (Dutchefs of ) . Her
death , and legacy to lord Clief-
terfield , 134 , 135 . Anecdote of,
in note 75 > fe£t . IV.

Meleftna de Schulenburger (Coun-
tefs of Walfingham ). Account
of, and her marriage with lord
Chefterfield , 71 . and in note 4,
feft . IV.

Memoirs. General ufe of , 1, 2.
Minifier (Pruffian ) . His memo-

rial for an exemption of fearch
for the Pruffian Hag, 182.

Monlefquieu. Characfer of, 42.
Anecdote of , 102.

N.

Naß . Anecdote of , 88 , 89.
Negoäation (withRuffia ). Account

of, 179 , 180.
Neivcaßle (Duke of ). Confulted^

concerning the bill for tiie refor¬
mation of the calendar , 197 , 198.
His obfervatioa upon it , ditto.

O.

Orange (Prince of ). Made Stadt-
iiolder, 176.

P.

Parliaments . Remarks on their
duration , 24 , 25.

Parties . Refleftions on , 95.
Piäures , Lord Chefterfield 's tafte

for , 189.
Pitt (Andrew , the quaker ) . Anec¬

dote of , in note 26 , fe£t IV.
Pope (Mr .) . Anecdote of, in note

49 , fe£t. II . Remarks on his
ethic epiftles , 41 . His death
and charadter , 133 . Anecdote
of , 134-

Parteus (Captain ) . Account of
his trial and condemnation , 80.

Prior (Mr .) . Account of , refufes
an employment offered him by
lord Chefterfield . Dedicates his
book ontar water to him , 166.

Proteßants . Aflbciation formed by
them in Ireland , during the re-
bellion , 159.

Prujjßa (King of ). Difpute be-
tween him and George II . re-
conciled by the mediation of
lord Chefterfield , 58.

Pulteney . Character of , 36 . Ac¬
count of , 109, IIo.

R.

Rebellion (in Scotland in 1715 ) .
Account of , 22.

---in 1745 ) .
Account of , 149,150 , 151.

S.

Sanßion (Pragmatic ) . Its objeö,
61 . Rejecfed by the French,
ditto.

Saxe
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Saxe (Marfiial ) . Anecdote ' of,
175 . Makes an irruption into
Dutch Flanders , and fubdues the
whole province , ditto . His en-
terprize on Maeftricht , 184.

Scarborougb (Earl of ) . Appoint-
ed mafter of the horfe to George
the Second , 46 . Votes in favour
of the bill for preventing all offi-
cers above the rank of colonels
from being deprived of their
commiffions , but by a court mar-
tial , 74 . Refigns his place of
mafter of the horfe , ditto , and
in note 9 , fedt. IV . His difap-
probation of the public mea-
iiires ; accountofhis death , 94,
95 , 96 . and in notes 37 , 38,39,
fedt. IV.

Schaub (Sir Luke ) . Account of,
188 , 189.

Seals . Refledtion on lord Chefter-
field 's refignation of them , 185,
186.

Sevilte Treaty . Its object , 56.
Spain . War proclaimed againft .,93.
Stadtbolderjbip . Settlement of , in

the feinale line of the Orange
family , 177.

Singe . Bill for preventing any play
trom being adted wirhout the
lord chamberlain 's licence , 82.
Warmly oppofed by the oppofi-
tion , 83.

Slair (Earl of ) . Account of , 23.
and in note 8, fedt II . His cha-
radter , 1 18. His refignation , 125.

Stanbope (General ) . Appointed
fecretary of ftate , ig . Created
vifcount and earl , 26 . His death,
29 . and in note 21 , fe£t II.

Stanbope John (the honourable ) .
Appointed fecretary of embafly
to lord Chefterficid ; his cha-
rndter , 47 . Made lord of the
Admiralty , 183 . His death , 187.

Xfanbope (Colonel ) . Created a
peer by the title of lord Harring-
fon , and appointed ambaffador
to the court of Madrid , 56 . Made
fecretary of ttate , 60.

Stanbope (honourabJe Charles , ef-
quire ) . His death , 78.

Stanbope (Mr .) . Son to lord Chef-
terfield , fent to Weftminfter
fchool , 169 . Sent to travel un-
der the care of Mr . Harte , 170.
Studies at Laufanne and Leipfig,
189 , 190 . Goes to Drefden;
contradts an acqtxaintance with
Sir Charles Hanbury Williams
envoy there , tgo . Vifits the
court of Berlin ; his reception
there , ditto . Goes to Venice,
Rome , and Naples , 191. His
arrival at Paris , 193 . Goes to
Bruffels , and not being permitted
to appear at that court , returns
to Paris , 201 . Travels into Hol¬
land and fome parts of Germany,
203 . Chofen member of par-
liäment j his firft fpeech in the
houfe of commons , 207 . Goes
in a public charadter to Ratifbon,
214 . Returns to London , ditto.
Is appointed envoy extraordinary
to the court of Drefden , ditto.
Vacates his feat in parliament,
ditto . Goes to the fouth of
France for the recovery of his
health , 21 5. His death , ditto.

Stanbope (Sir William ) . His death,
224.

Stanbope (honourable Philip Dor-
mer ). See Cheßerfield , Earl of.

Strafford (Earl of ) . Account of,
r4- '- . . O-j^^ ^^ ^S

Striäland (the Abbe ) . Account
of , in note , 41 , fedt. III.

Swift (Dean ) . Anecdote of, note
50 , fedt. II . His death , 157.

T.

T alemega (Marquis de ) . Account
of that nobleman , 181.

Toivnßend (Lord ) . Made fecre¬
tary of ftate , 29 . Charadter of,
37-

Treaty
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treaty (Convention ) . Account of,
91.

U.

Ville (Abbe de k ) . His charafter,
142, 143 . and in notes 8, 9,
k &. V,

Uniled Provinces . Account of the
nature of their government , 5 1,
52. and in notes 9 , 10 , ir , 12,
13, 14, 15 , feft . III . State of,
in the year 1746 , 172 . Letter
from their minifter at Breda to
iord Chefterfield , 173 . and in
note 58 , fecL V . Their finances
and commerce in the year 1747,
178.

Univerfities (Englifh ) . Remarks
upon them , 10. Lord Chefter-
field's opinion of them , in note
23 , fe£t. I.

Voltaire . Account of fome of his
works , in note 56 , fe£t . II.

W.

Wales (Prince of ) . Account of
the difference between him and

the king , 26 . Oppofes the mi-

307

niftry , 83 , 84 . His conduct re-
fented by the king , &c. 85 . His
charaäer , 86 . His conne £tion
with lord Bolingbroke , 86 , 87.
and in note 28 , fedt. IV . Votes
againft the Convention treaty,
92 . His death , 196.

Walpole (Mr . afterwards Sir Ro¬
bert ) . Charaäer of , 35 , 36.
Opposition made to him , 72.
Remarks on his adminiftration,
89 . Refigns , created Earl of
Orford ; remarks on him , 109.
and in notes 51 , 52 , fedt . IV.

Wall (Mr .) . Account of , 181.
War . Account of, in the year

1742 , 117.
War . Declared by the French

againft England , 135.
Waterford (County of ) . De-

fcribed . Account of this work
and author , 167.

Waterford (Bifhop of ) . Made
Chaplain to lord Chefterfield,
48 . Account of his family , 49,
His charafter , ditto . Made
Bifhop of Killaloe , 147 . Tranf¬
lated to the See of Waterford,
ditto . Account and death of
his fon , 222 , 223 . Account of
his brother 's death , 222.

Wharlon (Lord ) . Account of , 36,
37 . and in note 34 , fe£t . II.
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