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NOTES OF SECTION II.

[1] AHE death of Lewis XIV. happened the begin-ning of September 1715, while an enterprize was onfoot in favour of die pretender
[2] " If milder meafures had been purfued, certain it** is, that the tories would never have univerfally em-" braced jacobitifm . The violence of the whigs forced" them into the arms of the pretender ." So fays lord

Bolingbroke. See letter to Sir William Wyndham, p.86, 87.
[3] See the debates in the houfe of commons, vol. VI.Though thefe parliamentary journals , as well as the pro-

ceedings of the houfe of peers, are deftitute of fufficientauthority to authenticate all the particulars of the fpeech-es ; yet as thofe perfons who were principally concerned
have not difowned them, they may be quoted as being uponthe whole not very defettive. This fpeech of lord Chef-
terfield was delivered on the 5th of Auguft 1715 ; andas we know from himfelf, that he fpoke a month (or ratherfix weeks) before he was of age, the date mentioned inthe beginning is fufficiently afcertained. The bifhop ofWaterford 's account of this tranfa&ion differs in a few
particulars of no great importance. I had this, I think,from unqueftionable authority.

[4] A perfon under the age of twenty -one years can-not be elefted to fit in parliament ; the election is void;
and for fitting and voting in the houfe of commons, theforfeit is £ . 500. Jacob 's Law Diclionary.

[5] See the humorous account he gives of this noviciatein letter CLXXXI . to bis fon, vol. I.
[6] john Dalrymple, earl of Stair, a nobleman equallyeminent for his a&ivity, fpirit, and abilities, in the cabi-net and in the field.

[7] See
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[7] See the French letter of the earl of Stair to fecre-
tary Craggs, printed in the fame volume with lord Bo-
lingbroke's letter to Sir William Wyndham , London,
17.53. A friend affures me, that the circumftances con-
tained in this letter relative to the pretender may be de-
pended upon. I cannot help fufpeding that the remark-
able words of bifhop Atterbury , when, on being put on
fhore at Calais, and hearing that lord Bolinbroke, who
had juft obtained his pardon, was arrived there on his
way to England, he faid, Then we are excbanged, conveyed
an infinuation that his lordfhip was rewarded for the in-
formations procured of the confpiracy for which the bi¬
fhop fuffered.

[8J This äppears from the following anecdote which I
owe to the bifhop of Waterford , who had it from his no¬
ble patron. " Düring the time of the debates on the Excife
" Bill, the queen endeavoured to perfuade lord Stair not
" to be concerned in the oppolition. She told him that
" fhe wifhed, for his fake, that he would not meddle with
" politics, but would confine himfelf to the affairs of
" the army, as being a better judge of them • to which
" he anfwered; Madam, if I had not meddled with po-
" litics, I fhould not now have the honour of paying
" my refpects to you ; hinting, by this, that her majefty
" owed the crown to his condudr. when ambaffador at Pa-
" ris during the time of the rebellion in 1715."

[9] See the earl of Stair's fecond memorial prefented to
the regent after the pretender 's return to Paris.

[10] In the year 1694, the 6th of William and Mary.
[10*] Letters to his fon, vol. II. p. 345.
[11] He even thought a period of feven years too fhort

for Ireland, and expreffed himfelf to the bifhop of Wa¬
terford in the following manner. " You are all wild about
" eleclions in Ireland, and want, it feems, to have all
" the ill-blood, expence, and riot, which they occafion,

renewed every feven years. I wifh you would be quiet,
" for I prophecy that you will get no good by your poli-
" tics."

[*2] " That fhameful method of governing, which
had been gaining ground infenfibly ever fmce Char-

- les II. has, with uncommon fkill and unbounded pro-
' ' fuüon.
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fufion, been brought to a degree of perfeftion, wliicli,*' at this time, difhonours and diflrefles this country,'*' and rnuft, if not checked (and God knows how it cari*' now be checked), ruin it."
[13] Letters to his fon, ibid. Lett .LXXXIX.
[14] The prince was offended that at the chrifteningof his fon the duke of Newcaftle ftood as Godfather ; and

he expreffed his refentment in fuch a manner as drcw up-on him his father's indignation. The prince often told
lord Chefterfield, " That little things affected hira more*' than great ones ; and he was often put fo much out of" huraour, at his private levee, by a miftake or Wunder" of a valet de cbambre, that the gaping croud admitted to*' his public levee would, from his looks and filence, have*' concluded, that he had juft received fome dreadful
" news. Tacitus , added his lordfhip, would always havef- been deceived by him "

[15] A much more diftant relation •, for he was de-
fcended from Sir John Stanhope, father of the firft.earlof Chefterfield, by a fecond wife. He was employed mi¬
dier this reign as envoy-extraordinary and plenipotentiaryat the court of Spain, and greatly diftinguifhed himfelfas a negotiator. The late king appointed him his ambafla-
dor to the fame court, and advanced him to the dignity ofa peer, by the title of lord Harrington . He paffed fuc-
ceflively through the great officesof ftate, and was almoftall his life-time engaged in a different intereft from that of
lord Chefterfield, being fometimes preferred to him, and
fometimes fuperleded by him,

[16] By the firft of thefe acls, all perfonsin placesof
profit and truft , who aflifted at any place of worfhipwhere the common prayer was not ufed, forfeited their
places ; and, by the fecond, no perfon in Great Britainand Ireland was allowed, under pain of imprifonment, to
keepany fchool, or be tutor or fchool-mafter, that hadnot fubfcribed to the declaration to conform to the church
pf England , obtained a licence from the diocefan, re¬
ceived the facrament according to the communion of the
church, and abftained from reforting, at leaft for a twelve-month, to any conventicle of the dilTenters.

[17] Lord Guernfey's claufe was to compel any per-
|bn who took the abjuration oath, to acknowledge the di-

yine



NOTES OF S E C T I O N II. 241
vine infpiration of the bible, and the do&rine of the Tri -
nity. It was rejefted by a great majority.

[18] By this biil the number of Englilh peers was not
to be enlarged beyond fix; the vacancies, in cafe of ex-
tinäion of titles, were to be fupported by the crown ; and,
inftead of the fixteen peers eledled for Scotland at every
new parliament, twenty-five were to be made hereditary
members of the houfe of lords for that kingdom, and that
number kept upin cafe of failures.

[19] General Stanhope.
[20J Colonel William Stanhope and his brother Charles

Stanhope.
[21] The king, who was at fupper, was no fooner in-

formed of the earl's death, than unable toconceal his grief,
and with tears in his eyes, he rofe from table, and with-
drevv. The countefs of Chefterfield, who was prefent,
favoured me with this account of that king's great fenü-
bility. Lord Chefterfield himfelf, raany years afterwards,
found an opportunity of exprefling his fentimentsof that
nobleman's merit in the following words. " The bill now
" "before us (that for reftraining the power of the crown,
" with regard to the difmiflion of officers) is in the very
" fame terms with a bill drawn up in the laft reign by as" able and honeft a minifter as ever ferved the crown.
" He was indeed an honeft and difmterefted minifter;
" for he had the happinefs of his country fo much at
" heart, that he negleeied his own, and has left little elfe
w to his fon but the honour of having a feat among your
" lordftiips." Debates of the Houfe of Lords, vol. IV.
p. 2GO.

[22] The lords juftices appointed on thisoccafion were,
the archbifhop of Canterbury , lord chancellor Parker,
lordTownftiend lord prefident, the duke öfKingfton lord
privy feal, the duke of Argyll lord fteward, the duke of
Newcaftle lord chamberlain, the duke of Grafton lord
lieutenant of Ireland, the dukes of Bolton, Devonfhire,
Marlborough, and Roxburgh , the earl of Sunderland, the
earls Berkeley and Stanhope, and Mr . fecretary Craggs.

[23] From Spain, almoft during this whole reign, and
in 1717 from Sweden and Ruffia. It was rather fingular,
that thefe two laft powers, aclually at war with one ano-
ther, fhould have thought of making peace only with a
View of uniting tp attack England.

[24] 1"
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[24! In 1715 and 1719.
[25] In 1718 and 1722.
[26] In 1720, the South-Sea affair notonly fhook pub¬

lic credit, but alfo the opinion that foreign nations might
have entertained of Britifh wifdom. France , however,
had no reafon to triumph. She had her Miffiffipi.

[27] The death of Lewis XIV. who furvived queen
Ann but one year, changed the political fyflem of both
courts. George I. had not a more faithful and vigilant
friend than the regent of France. They were in fome-
what fimilar circumftances. Spain threatening, and in-
deed trying, equally to deprive the duke of Orleans of
his fucceffion to the throne of France, and king George
of the poffeffion of that of England . It was this confide-
ration which bound them fo faft together, and united
thera to a certain degree in their wars. But as this con-
neclion was perfonal, it did not extend to the interefts of
England ; and the French miniftry heartily wifhed to
make the reftoration of Gibraltar to Spain the price of
fettling firmly the French fucceffion. As foon as that
was fecured by the majority and marriage of their king,
the peaceful correfpondence between the two nations wasat an end.

[28] Her houfe was the refort of the befl Company at
Rome ; and to that intercourfe, as well as to the inftruc-
tions of fo aecomplifhed and virtuous a lady, her fons
owed all their improvement and fuccefs.

[39] By error °f Pre ŝ (v'ce 29). The word gyno*
craeywas in fome meafure created at the beginning of the
next period, and was often made ufe of by Pope and hisfriends.

[30] He died in 1716.
[31] See the charaders of both as fpeakers in lordChefterfield's Letters to his Son.
[32] He preferved that dignity in the celebrated fpeech

he made in the houfe of peers before his commitment to
the To *er. Even his great antagonift Bolingbroke, who
feems to have treated him with too much feverity, owned
in private converfation, that his anfwer to the Dutch am-
baflädor Mr . Buys, at the Council in 1712, was a mafter-
piece of compofition, and delivered in a mafterly manner.

[33] Letters
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[33] Letters to his fon, vol. I.
[34] The duke of Wharton 's chara&er has been ad-

mirably drawn by Mr . Pope, and his hiftory is fuffi-
ciently known. The following fact, which is extracted
from a book, the ingenious authorof which had the bell
opportunity of being well informed of it, will furnifh us
at oncea proof both of his talents and profligacy. " His
" grace, then in oppofition to the court, went to Chelfea
" the day before the laft debate on the bifhop of Ro-
" chefter's affairs•, where acting contrition, he profeffed
" being determined to work out his pardon at court by
" fpeaking againft the bifhop ; in order to which he beg-
" ged fome hin£s. The minifter was deceived, and went
" through the whole caufe with him, pointing out where
" the ftrength of the argument lay, and where its weak-
" nefs. The duke was very thankful , returned to town,
" palfed the night in drinking ; and , without going to
" bed, went to the houfe of lords, where he fpoke for
" the bifhop, recapitulating in the moft mafterly man-
" ner, and anfwering all that had been argued againft
" him." Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors, vol.
II. p. 127. .

[35] That of York had been refufed to him in the laft
reign: and it is faid, that he entertained hopes of being
bribed by that of Canterbury in this.

[36] I find in one of my late refpectable friend Dr.
Birch's papers the following anecdote. " Lord Harcourt
" leaving the old miniftry , provoked Atterbury 's abu-
" five tongue. He, in return, declared, that, on the
" queen's death, the bifhop came to him and to lord
" Bolingbroke, and faid, nothing remained but immedi-
" ately to prociaim K. J . He further offered, if they
" would give him a guard, to put on his lawn fleeves
" and head the proceflion."

[37] The following anecdote was often mentioned by
lord Chefterfield; and I fhall, to the beft of my remem-
brance, give it in his own words. " I went to Mr. Pope
" one morning at Twickenham , and found a large folio
" bible with gik clafps lying before him upon his table ;
" and, as I knew his way of thinking upon that book, l

" afked
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" äflced him jocofely, if he was going to write an an-
" fwer to it ? It is a prefent, faid he, or rather a legacy," from my old friend the bifhop of Roehefler. I wem
" to take mv leave of him yefterday in the Tower , where
" 1 faw this bib'e lipon his table. After the firft compii-
" ments, the bifhop faid to me, My friend Pope, confi-
" dering your infirmities and my age and exile, it is not
" likely that we fhould ever meet again • and thereforeI
" g' ve y ou this legacy to remember me by it. Take it
" home with you, and let me advife you to abide by it.
" —Does your lordfhip abide by it yourfelf ?—I do.——
" If you do, my lord, it is but lately. May I beg to
" know what new light or arguments have prevailed with
" you now, to entertain an opinion fo contrary to that
" which you entertained of that book all the former part
** of your life ?—The bifhop replied, We have not time
" to talk of thefe things ; but take home the book ; I
" will abide by it ; and I recommend to you to do fo too,
" and fo God Siefs you."

[38] The contraft between thefe two charaders is
ftrongly marked in lord Chefterfield's letters, vol. I. p.
462 . from which fome of the ftrokes have been taken.

[39] See Dr . Taylor 's Diflertation prefixed to his edi-tion of Demofthenes.
[40] Lord Bathurft.
[41] That I am not fingular in this idea of our

earl's eloquence will appear from the fubjoined account
which was given of it by a contemporary writer in the
Gentleman's Magazine for March, 1740 ; it was well
received, but feems rather too vague and pompous." Lord Chefterfield while he fat in the houfe of com-
" mons, which he did for feveral years during the life of
" his father, difcovered not thofe extraordinary talents
" that have fmce diftinguifhed him as one of the moft
" accomplifhed orators his age or country has produced.
" When he begins to fpeak, he has a peculiar art of en-
" gaging the attention of his hearers, which he irrefifti-
" bly carriesalong with him to the end. He unites in his
" delivery all the graces of diclion that prevailed at
" Athens and Rorne, and expreffes himfelf with all the
" freedom which the Britifh conftitution allows, and all
" the dignity of a peer. He is by no means fparing of his

" Attic
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" Attic fair, which he applies fo judicioufly, as to pleafe
« even thofe whom it might otberwife offend. He reafons
" with the calmnefs of a philofopher, he perfuades with the
" art of an orator, -he charms with the fancy of a poet."

[42] Lord Chefterfield makes ufe of this very word in
the idea he gives to his fon of parliamentary elcquence.
Lett. to his fon, vol. II.

[43] Tully could do no more. Whitfieid often did as
much.

[44] Intheyear 1717, he is mentioned in one of Mr.
Pope's letters to his friend Gay, as being in correfpond-
ence with him.

[45J The earl faid, That he never knew a man who
had more wit in converfation than Sir John Van Brugh,
and who, at the faroe time, was more good-natured.

[47] Dr. Arbuthnot was not only the earl's phyfician,
but his friend. He was often with him in a morning,
and more than once declared himfelf, in his prefence, a
patron of Chriftianity. He ufed frequently to communi-
cate his compofitions to his lordfhip. He defired him to
amend and correcl what he thought proper ; and was never
difpleafed at his lordfhip's making ufe of that privilege.

[48] It was probably at lord Chefterfield's defire that
Mr. Gay's Fables were compofed for the duke of Cum-
berland; but he wanted intereft to procure a fuitable re¬
turn to the author. His lordfhip attended at that poet's
funeral in November,, 1732, in Weftminfter -abbey, as
one of the pall-bearers.

[49] Mr. Pope likewife fhewed him fevera! of his pteces
in manufcript, that he might read them, and give him his
opinion. " Mr. Pope, it is faid in one of the magazines,
" being one day in Company at lord Cobham's with a great
" number of perfons of diftinclion, who were fcribbling
" verfes on their glaffes, was defired by lord Chefterfield
" to oblige them with a diftich extempore. Favour me
" with your diamond, my lord, faid the poet ; and im-
" mediately after wrote on his glafs.

" Accept a miracle, inftead of wit;
" See two bad lines by Stanhope's pencil writ ."

But a much finer, though equally ihort , charadter was
drawn of him and of Mr. Poulteney, by the fame hand :

" Iiow
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" How can I Pulteney, Chefterfield forget,
** While Roman fpirit charms, and Attic wit ?"

With thefe fentiments and under many obligations, it is
rather furprifmg he fhould have omitted him in his will
I have been told, there arofe fome difference between thenr
ori account of the late dutchefs of Marlborough, whoie
chara£ter, under the name of Atoflä, Mr . Pope was, tt
vain, folicited by his friend to give up.

[50] Thomfon, Maller, Hooke, Glover, &c. One ct.
thefe (Mr . Hammond) wrote, when only . 22 years old,
fome love-elegies in the true manner of Tibullus ; which
lord Chefterfield efteemed fo much, that, when the young
author died ten years afterwards, he took upon him the
pleafing tafk of publifhing them. The (hört preface
which he prefixed contains many ftrokes highly charac-
teriftic of his iordfhip's manner of thinking, as well as'of
his feelings.

[49] They procured many fubfcriptions to Mr . Gay for
the impreffion of his Fables ; and by the produce of thefe,
as well as by the fuccefs of the Beggar's Opera, that poet
was enriched as much as a poet commonly can, or per-
haps ought to be enriched. Mr . Aaron Hill had frequent
encouragements given him, notwithftanding his frequent
bickerings with Mr. Pope ; and even his great enemy Den¬
nis was relieyed in his old age, at the requeft. of a manwhom he had the moft reviled.

[50] I (hall copy the following article of one of the
bifhop of Waterfbrd 's letters to me. " Lord Chefler-
" field told me, that, one winter, he was very often in
" Company with Swift, and he obferved that he was very
" defirous to be more particularly acquainted with him,
" but that he would not pay him the firft vifit ; upon
" which his lordfhip condefcended to make the firft ad-
" vance. When he was made lord fteward, the dean
" applied for a place in favour of a friend. His lord-
" fhip complied with his application ; but , jocularly de-
" fired, that he fhould not mention his name in any of
" his writings."

[51] See
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[51] See his charadter drawn by lord Chefberfield in
one of his letters to his fon, vol. II. : to which may be
added the following particulars, imparted by the earl in a
private eonverfation (Dec. 3, 1749,) to one of his friends,
who took them down in writing, and communicated to
me this memorandum. " In a eonverfation I had this
" day with lord Chefterfield, upon the fubjecT: of lord
" Bolingbroke, he told me, that , though nobody fpoke
" and wrote better upon philofophy than his lordfhip, no
" man in the World had lefs fhare of philofophy than
" himfelf; that the leafl trifle, fuch as the over-roafting
" of a leg of mutton , would flrangely difturb and rüffle
" his temper ; and that his paffions conftantly got the bet-
" ter of his judgment . He added, that no man was
" more partial to his friends, and more ready to oblige
" them, than he was ; and that he would recommend
" them, and reprefent them, as fo many models of per-
" feftion: but , on the other hand, that he was a raoft
" bitter enemy to thofe he hated ; and though their merit
" might be out of all difpute, he would not allow them
" the leafl: fhare of it, but would pronounce them fo
" many fools and blockheads."

[52] My late friend Mr. Mallet has often repeated to
me that circumftance, which is ftrongly hinted at in lord
Bolingbroke's own works. The late lord Clanbraflil told
it the bifhop of Waterford ; and in a letter to Dr. Birch,
fromoneof his beft-informed correfpondents, I find it af-
ferted on no lefs an authority than that of the late earl of
Orford.

[53] Mr. Horace, afterwards lord Wal pole, treated this
report as a fable ; and the countefs of Chefterfield, who
was with the king in his laft expedition, affured me, that
whatever lord Bolingbroke might have been induced to
hope or to fay on that fubjed , the king never had fuch an
intention.

[54J His Dialogues on the Newtonian Syftem of At-
traction and Colours, have been tranflated into Englifh as
well as other languages. The manner emulates that of
Fontenelle's Plurality of Worlds , the philofophy is infi-
nitely fuperior. Lord Chefterfield recommended his fon
to that amiable philofopher at Berlin.

[55] Ihe
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[55] The firft edition of that poem was dedicated to

her by the author in an Englifh epiftle. It was printed in
London 1726.

[56] Mr. Voltaire acquired, during his ftay in England,
a confiderable knowledge of the language and of the man¬
ners of the nation. It was there that he compofed Iiis
Letters lipon the Englifh Nation, in which he ftrongly re-
commends inoculation to his countrymen . He likewile
publifhed in Englifh, an EfTay on Epic Poetry . His Tra-
gedy of Brutus was dedicated to lord Bolingbroke, and
that of Zaire to Sir Everard Fawkener. But above all,
he paid his court to Mr. Pope, tranfiated feveral paffages
of his works, and earneftly wifhed he would have done
him the fame honour. In an Englifh letter to this poet
from Mr. Voltaire, which I once had in my poffeflion, he
defired him to tranflate the following four beautiful lines
of his Henriade ; but I do not find that the Englifh bard
ever complied with his requeft.

" Leur empire n'a point de campngnes defertes,
" De leurs nombreux troupeaux leursplaines font cou-

vertes;
" Les guerrets de leurs bleds, les mers de leurs vaiffeaux;
" Iis font craints für la terre, ils font rois für les eaux."

[57] This he lamented in feveral of his letters, and if
I am well informed, it retarded for many years his mar-
riage with his lady ; King George I. who was acquainted
with this unfortunate propenfity, having, on that account,
oppofed and prevented the match.

[58] In one of the rooms at Bath, he met a young
nobieman juft arrived, who had the fame failing with him-
felf. He whifpered to his friend (pointing at the fame
time to fome people who ftood round them), beware of tbefi
fcoundreh; it is by flight ahne that you can preferve your
purfe. The nobieman believed him, quitted the room,
and on his return found the earl engaged at play with thofe
very harpies whom by his ad vice he had juft efcaped.

[59] The fame hand, whofe characler of his lordfhip
as an orator I juft tranfcribed from the Gentleman's Ma¬
gazine, thus defcribes the charms of his converfation.

« The
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" The moft barren fubje&s grow fruitful under his cul-
" ture, and the mofl trivial circumftances are enlivened
" and heightened by his addrefs. When he appears in
" the public walks, the Company encroach upon good
" manners to liften to hirn, or (if the expreffion may be
" allowed) to fteal fome of that fine wit, which animates
" even his common difcourfes.

" With poignant wit his converfe ftill abounds,
" And charms, like beauty, thofe it deepelt wounds."

Vot. I. R NOTES
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