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LETTER VIII.

TO THE SAME.

London , January 4, 1763.

MY WORTHY FRIEND,

3VT A N Y thanks to you for your letter, many thanks
to you for your almanack, and more thanks to you,
for your friend Swift's works, in which lafl, to borrow
an expreflion of Cibber's, you have outdone your ufual
outdoings ; for the paper is white-ifh, and the ink is black-
ifh, I only wifh that the margin had been a little broad-
er ; however, without flattery, it beats Elziver, Aldus,
Vafcofan, and I make ao doubt but that in feven or
eight hundred years, the learned and the curious in thofe
times, will, like the learned and the curious in thefe,
who prefer the impreffion of a book to the matter of it,
collect with pains and expence all the books that were
publillied ex Typographia Faulknenana .- But I am
impatient to congratulate you upon your late triumph;
you have made (if you will forgive a quibble upon fo
ferious a fubjedt) your enemy your Foot-ftool ; a vittory
wnfch the clivine Socrates had not influence enough to
obtain at Athens over Ariftophanes, nor the great Pompey
at Rome, over the actor who had the infolence to abufe
him under the name of Magnus, by which he was univer-
fally known, and to teil him from the itage, Miferiis noßrfs
Magnus Magnus es. A man of lefs philofophy than your-
felf, would perhaps, have chaftifed Mr. Foote corporally,
and have made him feel that your wooden leg which
he mimicked, had an avenging arm to proteft it ; but
you fcorned fo inglorious a viftory , and called juftice,
and the laws of your country to punifh the criminal, and
to avenge your caufe. You triumphed ; and I heartily
ioin my weak voice, to the loud acclamations of the
good Citizens of Dublin upon this occafion. I take it
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for granted that fome of your raany tributary wits have
already prefented you with gratulatory poems, odes,
&c. upon this fubjedt ; I own I had fome thoughts myfelf
of infcribing a (hört poem to you upon your triumph,
but to teil you the truth , when I had writ not above two
thoufand verfes of it, my mufe forfook me, my poetic
vein ftopped, I threw away my pen, and I burned my
poem, to the irreparable lofs not only of the prefent age,
but alfo of lateft pofterity.

I very ferioufly and fincerely wifh you a great many
very happy new years, and am,

Your moft faithful friend and fervant,

Chesterfield,

I like your meflenger, young Dunkin , mightily i he
is a very fenfible well behaved yoüng man.

LETTER IX.

TO THE SAME.

London , May 22, 1766'

MY WORTHY PRIEN D,

^Vo U reproach me gently, but with feeming juftice
for my long filence ■, I confefs the fadt, but think that I
can, in fome degree at leatt, excufe it. I am grown very
old, and both my mind and my body feel the fad effedts
of old age. All the parts of my body now refufe me
their former affiftance, and my mind, (if I may ufe that
expreffion) ftutters and is as unready as any part of my
body .. Under thefe circumftances, it is no wonder that
I delayed writing to fuch a critic and philofopher as you
are. However I will now truft to your indulgence.

I thank you for the book you fent me, in which there
is great labour and great learning, but I confefs that it

is
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