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LETTER XL

TO THE SAME,'

London, March 25, 1769.

MY WORTHY FRIEND,

A . VIO L E N T inflammation in my eyes, which is not
yet quite removed, hindered me from acknowledging
your laft letter fooner ; I regretted this delay the more,
as I was extremely impätient to return, through you, my
heartieft thanks to die Dublin Society, fbr the honorthey
have done me, by remembering in fo advantageous a
manner , and after fo long an interval, an old and hearty
friend and well-wifher. Pray teil them that I am much
prouder of the place they have given me amongft thofe
excellent Citizens, my old friends Prior, Madden, Swift,
&c . who benefitted and improved mankind, than I
fhould be of one amongft heroes, conquerors and mo-
narchs, who generally difturb and deftroy their fpecies.
I did nothing for the Society but what every body, in
my then fituation, rauft and would have done ; fo that
I have not the leaft merit upon that fcore ; and I was
aware that jobbs would creep into the Society, as they
do now into every fociety in England , as well as in
Ireland, but neither that fear nor that danger fhould hin-
der one from founding or encouraging eftablifhments
that are in the main ufeful. Confidering the times, I am
afraid it is neceffary that jobbs fhould come, and all one
can do is to fay, woe be to him from whom the jobb
cometh, and to extract what public good one can out of
it. You give me great pleafure in telling me that drink-
ing is a good deal leffened ; may it diminifh more and
more every day. I am convinced that could an exafl
calculation be made of what Ireland has loft within thefe

laft fifty years in its trade, manufadtures, manners and
morals by drunkennefs, the fum total would frighten
the moft determined guzzler of either claret or whifkey,
into fobriety. Y 2 I have
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I have received, and thank you for, the volumes you

fent me of Swift, whom you have inriched me with in
every fhape and fize. Your liberality makes me afham-
ed, and I could wifh that you would rather be my
book-fäier , than my book-giver. Adieu, I am very
fincerely,

Your faithful friend and fervant,

Ch ESTERFIEL 0.

LETTER XII.

TO THE SAME.

London, January2, 1770.

MY worthy friend,

I R E T U R N you many thanks for your letter, with
the inclofed papers which I received yefterday. You
fay with great truth that you are all in confufion in Ire-
land, but I will fay nothing upon that fubjeft . I am
much obliged to the Dublin Society for thinking my
bulto worth putting up among fo many better heads ;
my head never did Ireland much good ■, but upon my
word, my heart always wifhed it, and if it loves me a lit-
tle, it is but love for love. There is a fpirit of diffatisfac-
tion among you, but I hope it will not run into fadtion,
which is too much the cafe in England at prefent ; be
angry , but fin not. I am forry to find by your votes,
that you perfift in your militia fcheme. Of your five orfix thoufand militia men there will be at leaft one half
Papifts, and would you put arms in their hands, and
difcipline in their heads ? Thofe who were the raoft for
the militia here at firft are fick of it now, and have at laft

found
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