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340  LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

R T XX
TO THE EARL OF ARRAN.

Bath, O&ober 22, 1770
MY LORD,

I CONSIDER lord and lady Sudley’s paffing
through Geneva as a fortunate accident for me, as it was
the occafion of reviving me in your lordfhip’s memory,
for whom I always had the greatefl regard and efteem :
the advantageous teftimony which my kinfwoman lady
Stanhope bare of lord and lady Sudley, ina letter to me,
ought to have the greater weight, as it was unafked and
unbiafled ; for fhe could not know the part I took in
every thing that concerned you : and I have been fo
long out of the world, that did not know who lord and
lady Sudley were, till I was informed by my old friend
George Faulkner. Having mentioned him, give me
leave to fet your lordfhip right as to a very great miftake
inaletter from you to him, which he fhewed me. Your
lordfhip fays there, that you thought I looked coldly upon
you for having propofed in the houfe of commons, the
augmentation of four or five thoufand men. Now I
affure your lordfhip, upon my honor, that I had no
fuch intention : it is true I difapproved of the motion,
which I thought at that time unneceflary, and I think time
has juftified my opinion. Ihad alwaysa great contempt
for that extravagant attempt of the Pretender, which
though it f{cattered fhameful terrors, both here and in
Ireland, I own never gave me one moment’s uneafinefs.
In all events, I thought the affair muft be decided one
way or other before the troops propofed could be raifed
and tolerably difciplined, but 1 well knew that the half
pay of the officers would remain for many years a bur-
the
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then upon Ireland, which Iwas unfafhionable enough to
confider, and to prevent if I could; but I had not the
leaft reafon to be difpleafed with whoever propofed or
voted for that queftion ; on the contrary, it flattered my
vanity, in giving me the nomination of all the officers,
and might have flattered my purle {iill more, had I been
an infamous corrupt rafcal. I never tampered with votes,
nor ever made the leaft diftintion in my reception of the
members of either Houfe upon account of their political
conduét ; nor indeed, could I well do it, for your lord-
thip well knows that I met with no difficulty nor oppofi-
tion during my fhort adminiftration ; you all judged fa-
vourably, and give me leave to add jufily, of my in-
tentions, and in confideration of them excufed my errors.
When 1 returned from Ireland, I thought that the weight
of property was too unequally divided between the two
houfes, and preponderated too. much on the fide of the
houfe of Commons, and therefore, Ilaid a lift before the
Jate king of fix commoners of the largeit property, and
the beft charactersto be made peers, in which lift I give
your lordfhip my word and honor you was one; the
king approved of it, but fate foon difpofed of mein an-
other department, much againft my inclinations. Since
that time 1 have ever heartily, though ineffectually, wifhed
the peace and profperity of Ireland, and fhall always
value myfelf upon its good opinion. I afk pardon for
this tedious letter, relative only to times pait, but I
plead the privilege of feventy-fix years of age which is
always apt to be garrulous.

{ am, with the greateft truth and efieem;
MY LORD,
Your lordfhip’s moft faithful,
and obedient fervant,

CHESTERFIELD.

('

qi

PSTIRIT TENE S PR







	Seite 340
	Seite 341
	Seite [342]

