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QUEEN CAROERINE.

Q UEEN CAROLINE had lively, pretty parts,
a quick conception, and fome degree of female know-
ledge; and would have been an agreeable woman in
focial, f fhe had fiot‘aimiéd at being a great one'in pub-
hic, Tife.  She had “the graces that adofn"the former,
but neither the firength of parts, nor the judgment ne-
ceffary for the latter. She profeffed art, inftead of con-
cealing it, and valued herfelf upon her fkill in fimulation
and diffimulation, by which the made herfelf many ene-
mies, and not one friend, even amongft the women the
nearcft to her perfon. She loved money, but could
occafionally part with it, efpecially o’ meén of learning,
whofe patronage fhe affeCted. She often converfed with
them, and bewildered herfelf in their metaphyfical
difputes, which neitlier fhe nor they themfelves~un-
derftood.  Cunnifig “and perfidy were the ‘means fhe
made ufe of in bufinefs=as ‘all" women do—for wapt of
better.  She fhewed hér art the moft in her management
of the king, whom fhe governied abfoltitely, by a
feeming complaifance ‘and obedience to all his hiimotts
—the even favouréd and promoted His gdllantries,  She
had ja dangerous ambition, for it was afténded - with
courage, and, if fhe had lived miich longer, might have
proved fatal; either ‘to herfelf or to the conftitution. AL
ter puzzling herfelf in all the whimfies and fantaftical
ipeculations of “different fects, fhe fixed ultimatély in
Deifm, believing 2 future flate —She died with 'great
refolution and intrepidity, of a very painful diftemper,
and under fome" cruél operations.

Upon the whole, the Agreeable Woman was liked
by moft’ people, but the Queen' was neither efteemed,
beloved, ‘nor trufted by any body bt the king.

SIR ROBERT WAL POELR

L M U CH queftion, whether an impartial character of
Sir Robert Walpole will or can be tran{mitted to pofteri-
Ty
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ty = for he governed this kingdom {o long, -that: the
various paflions of mankind mingled and in a manner
incorporated themfelves with every thing that was faid or
written concerning him. - Never was man more flattered
or more abufed—and his long, power: was probably the
caufe of both. I was much agquainted with him both
in’ his public and: private life. -1 meantor do impartial
juflice to his charackex;, and therefore my pi¢ture of him
will perhaps be more like him, than'iv will be like any of
the other pictures drawn of him.

In private life he was good-natured, chearful, focial ;
inelegant in his manners, loofe-in- his morals, he had a
coarfe firong wit, which he wastoo free of for a manin
his {tation, as it is always inconfiftent with dignity. He
was very able asa Minifter, but without a' certain eleva-
tion -of mind, neceffary for great' good, or great mif-
chief. Profufe and appetent,: his;ambition was fubfervi-
ent to his defign of making a great fortune—~He had
more -of -the Mazarin-than of the Richelieu—He would
do mean- things for profit;: and never thought of doing
great ones for glory. - He was boththe beft parllament=
man, and  the-ableft manager of parliament, that I-be-
lieve ever lived. : An artful rather than eloquent {peaker,
he faw, as by intuition, the -difpofition of the houle,
and prefled or receded accordingly: So clear in {tating
the ‘moft intricate matters; efpecidlly in the -finances;
that, whilft he was fpeaking, the moft ignorant thought
that they underftood what they really did not.” Money;
not prerogative, was the chief engine of his adminiitra
tion ; and he employed it with a fuccefs, which ina
manner difgraced  humanity. He was not; it is true,
the ‘inventor of  that fhameful method of governing,
which had been gaining ground infenfibly - ever fince
Charles the Second, but with uncommeon {kill and un-
bounded profufion he brought it to that perfection which
at this time difhonours.and diftreffes this country, and
which (if not checked, and God knows how it can- be
now checked) muft ruin it.

Befides this powerful engine of government, he had a
moft extraordinary talent of perfuading and werking men

up
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up to his purpofe---A hearty kind of franknefs, whick
fometimes feemed imprudence, made people think that
he let them into his fecrets, whilft the impolitenefs of his
manners feemed to atteft his fincerity. 'When he found
any body proof againft pecuniary temptations, which
alas! was but feldom, he had recourfe to a ftill worfe
art v for he laughed at and ridiculed all notions of pub-
lic virtue and the love of one’s country, calling them
“ The chimerical fehool-boy flights of claffical learning”
declaring himfelf at the fame time “ N Sant, mno Spar~
tan, no Reformer””  He would frequently afk young
fellows at their firlt appearance in the world, while their
honeft  hearts were yeot untainted-—<¢ J#7%/), are you to be
ant old Roman ? a parrior & Y owll Joor come off of that and
grow wifer.”  And thus he was more dangerous to the
morals, than to the liberties of his country, to which ¥
am perfuaded that he' meant no ill in his heart,

Fle was the eafy and profufe dupe of ‘women, and in
fome inflances indecently fo-—-He was exceflively open
to flattery, even of the groffeft kind, and from the coar(e
eft bunglers of that vile profeffion ; which engaged him
to pafs moft of his leifure and jovial hours with people
whofe blafted characters reflected upon his own---He was
loved by many, but refpected by none, his familiar and
illiberal mirth and taillery leaving him no dignity-—-He
was not vindictive, but on the contrary very placable to
thofe who had injured ‘him the moft--His good humour,
good nature, and beneficence in the f{everal relations of
father,  hufband, mafter, and friend, gained him the
warimeft affeétions of all within that circle.

His name will not be recorded in hiftory amongft the
Beft Men, or the Beft Mhinifters, but much lefs ought it to
be ranked amongit the Worit,

M=z "PUL TNy
M B PULTENEY i formed by nature for {o-

cial and convivial pleafures---Refentment made him en-
gage in bufines, He had thought himfelf flighted by
Sir
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