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EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 351

I may perhaps be fufpected:to have given too firong
colouring to fome features of this portrait 3 but I folemn-
ly proteft, that I have drawn it confcientioufly and to
the beft of my knowledge; from: very longiacquaintance
with ‘and obfervation of the original. Nay, I have rather
foftened than heightened the colouring.

LORD HARDWICKE.

L ORD HAR D W ICKE was perhaps the greateft
Magifirate that this country ever had.- He prefided in
the Court of Chancery above twenty years, and in all
that time none of his decrees were reverfed, nor the
juftnefs of them ever queftioned. Though avarice was
his ruling paflion, he was never in the leaft {ulpected of
any kind of corruption-—-a rare and meritorious -initance
of virtue and felf-denial, under the influence of fuch a
craving, infatiable, and increafing paflion !

He had great and clear parts; underftood, loved,
and cultivated the Belles Lettres.

He was an agreeable, eloquent {peaker in Parliament,
but not without fome little tin¢ture of the pleader.

Men are apt to miftake, or at leaft to feem to miftake
their own talents, in hopes perhaps of mifleading others
to allow them that which they are confcious they do not
poflefs. Thus Lord Hardwicke valued himfelf more up-
on being a great Minifter of flate, which he certainly
was not, than upon being a great Magiftrate, which he
certainly was.

All his notions were clear, but non¢ of them great.
Good order and domeftic details were his proper depart-
ment. ‘The great’ and fhining parts of government,
though not above his parts to conceive, were above his
timidity to undertake.

By great and lucrative employments, during the courfe
of thirty years, and by flill greater parfimony, he ac-
quired an immenfe fortune, and eftablifhed his numerous
family in profitable poits and advantageous alliances.

Though he had been Solicitor and Attorney General,
he was by no means what is called a prerogative lawyer
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---he loved the conflitution, and maintained the juft pre-
rogative of the crown, but without firetching it to the
oppreffion of the people.

He was naturally humane, moderate, and decent,
and when by his former employments he was obliged to
profecute ftate-criminals, he difcharged that duty in a very
different manner from moft of his predeceflors, who were
too juftly called the Blood-hounds of the Crown.

He was a chearful and inftruétive companion, humane
in his nature, decent in his manners, unftained with
any vice (Avarice excepted) a very Great Magifirate,
but by no means a Great Minifter.

Mgr. F O X
MR. HENRY FOX was ayounger brother of

the loweft extraction. His father, Sir Stephen Fox, made
a confiderable fortune, fome how or other, and left him a
fair younger brother’s portion, which he foon fpent in the
common vices of youth, gaming included. Thisobliged
him to travel for fome time. = While abroad, he met
with a very falacious Englithwoman, whofe liberality re-
trieved his fortune, with feveral circumitances, more to
the honor of his vigour than his morals.

When he returned, though by education a Jacobite,
he attached himfelf to Sir Robert Walpole, and was one
of his ableft ¢leves. He had no fixed principles either of
religion or morality, and was too unweary in rdiculing
and exploding them.

He had very great abilities and indefatigable induftry
in bufinefs, great fkill in managing, that is, in corrupt-
ing, the Houfe of Commons, and a wonderful dexterity
in attaching individuals to himfelf. He promoted, en-
couraged, and practifed their vices; he gratified their
avarice, or fupplied their profufion. He wifely and
punctually performed whatever he promifed, and moft
liberally rewarded their attachment and dependance. By
thefe and all other means that can be imagined, he

made himfelf many perfonal friends and political depend-

ants.
He
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