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EARL OF CHESTERFIELD.

He was a moft difagreeable fpeaker in parliament,
melegant in his language, hefitating and ungraceful in
his elocution, but fkilful in difcerning the temper of
the houfe, and in knowing when and how to prefs or to
yield.

A conftant gopd-humour and feeming franknefs made
him a welcome companion in focial life, and in all do-
meftic relations he was good-natured.

As he advanced in life, his ambition became fubfer-
vient to his avarice. His earfy profufion and diilipation
had made him feel the many inconveniencies of want,
and, as it often happens, carried him to the contrary and
worfe extreme of corruption and rapine. Rem, quocun-
que modo rem became his maxim, which he obferved (I
will not fay religioufly and fcrupuloufly) but invariably
and fhamefully.

He had not the leaft notion of, or regard for, the
public good or the conftitution, but defpifed thofe cares,
as the objects of narrow minds, or the pretences of in-r
terefted ones. And he lived, as Brutus died, calling
Virtue onlya name.

Mr . PITT.

Mr . PITT owed his rife to the moft confiderable
pofts and power in this kingdom, fingly to his own abi-
lities. In him they fupplied the want of birth and for-
tune , which latter, in others, too often fupply the want
of the former. He was a younger brother of a very
new family, and his fortune was only an annuity of one
hundred pounds a year.

The army was his original deftination, and a cornetcy
of horfe his firft and only commiflion in it. Thus
unaffifted by favour or fortune, he had no powerful pro-
te£tor to introduce him into bufmefs, and (if I may ufe
that expreffion) to do the honors of his parts—but their
own ftrength was fully fufficient.

His conftitutipn refufed him the ufual pleafures, and
his genius forbid him the idle diffipations, of youth, for
fo early as at the age of fixteen he was the martyr of an

hereditary
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hereditary gout. He therefore employed the leifure
which that tedious and painful diftemper either procured
or allowed him in acquiring a great fund of premature
and ufeful knowledge. Thus by the unaccountable re-
lation of caufes and effefts, what feemed the greateft
misfortune of his life was perhaps the principal caufe of
its fplendor.

His private life was ftained by no vice, nor fullied
by any meannefs. All his fentiments were liberal and
elevated. His ruling paffion was an unbounded ambiti-
on, which when fupported by great abilities, and crown-
ed with great fuccefs, make what the world calls a Great
Man.

He washaughty , imperious, impatient of contradidi-
on, and overbearing—qualities which too often accom-
pany , but always clog, great ones.

He had manners and addrefs, but one might difcern
through them too great a confcioufnefs of his own
fuperior talents.

He was a moft agreeable and lively companion in
focial life, and had fuch a verfatility of wit, that he could
adapt it to all forts of converfation. H* had alfo a moft
happy turn to poetry ; but he feldomindulged , and fel-dom avowed it.

He came young into Parliament, and upon that great
theatre he foon equalled the oldeft and the ableft aftqrs.
His eloquence was of every kind, and he excelled in the
argumentative , as well in the declamatory way. . But
his invecYives were terrible, and uttered with fuch energy
of diftion, and fuch dignity of aclion and eountenance,
that he intimidated thofe v/ho v/ere the moft Willing and
the beft able to encounter him.* Their .arms feil out of
their hands, and they fhrunk under the afcendant which
his genius gained over their's.

Iri that Allem bly, v/here public good is fo much talked
of, and private intereft fmgly purfued, he fet out with
acfmg the patriot, and perforrned that part fo.ably, that
he was adopted by the public as their chief, or rather
their only unfufpeded , champion.

* Hume Campbell and Lord Mansfield.
The
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The weight of his popularity and his univerfally ac-
knowledged abilities obtruded him upon King George
the fecond, to whom he was perfonally obnoxious. He
was made Secretary of State. In this difRcult and deli-
cate fituation, which one would have thought rauft have
reduced either the patriot, or the minifter, to a decifive
Option, he managed with fuch ability, that while he
ferved the King more effe&ually in his moft unwarrantable
electoral views than any former minifter, however Wil¬
ling, had dared to do, he ftill preferved all his credit and
popularity with the public, whom he affured and con-
vinced that the protection and defence of Hanover with
an army of feventy-five thoufand men in Britifh pay,
was the only poffible method of fecuring our poffeflions
or acquifitions in North America—So much eafier is it to
deceive than to undeceive mankind. .

His öwn difmtereftednefs, and even contempt of rao-
ney, fmoothed his way to power, and prevented or
filenced a great (hare of that envy which commonly at-
tends it. Moft men think that they have an equal natu¬
ral right to riches, and equal abilities to make a proper
ufe of them, feut not very many of them have the
impudence to think themfelves qualified for power.

Upon the whole he will make a great and fhining
figure in the annals of this country ; notwithttanding the
blot which his acceptance of three thoufand pounds per
annum penfion for three lives, upon his voluntary refig-
nation of the Seals, in the firft year of the prefent King,
mnlt make in his character, efpecially as to the difmterefted
part of it.—However it muft be acknowledged, that he
had thofe qualities which none but a Great Man can
have, with a mixture of fome of thofe failings, which
are the common lot of wretched and imperfect human
natyrc . ^ il -m . ■> t ras ckir, ajjgj :
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