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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I LET. LXIL LXIIL 43

prendra en bonne part les reprimandes, ou le ridicule que
vous lui donnerez, mais il vous en faura gré. Il penfe fur
votre (ujet comme il doit, et par confequent il eft convaincu
que vous ne pouvez penfer que jufte fur le fien. Siaprés
cela, malgré tous nos foins, le beau vernis lul manque, il
n’y a d’autre partia prendre que de le placer chez Mar-
tin*. 1l aura ’honneur de vous préfenter de ma part deux
babioles de porcelaine de la manufacture d’ici; ayez la
bonté, madame, de les accepter, non pas comme un pré-
(ent, car ils ne prétendent pas I'étre, mais comme une re-
devance. Le faint pére accepte bien une jument, que le
roi de Naples lui envoye tous les ans, quoique le bon hom-
me n’en ait que faire, ou, en cas de befoin, en trouveroit
d'aufli bonnes chez lui; mais c’eft qu’il la regarde comme
une marque de la fidélité, et de la foumiflion de ce mo-
narque au faint ficge; et pourtant foyez perfuadée que le
roi des deux Siciles n’eft pas plus zélé papifte, que je ne
vous {uis attache.

Voulez-vous laifler retourner madame d'Hervey ou non,
ou eft ce qu’elle ne veut pas s'en retourner ? Par fes lettres,
je la foupgonne d’un arrangement avec notre maréchal, il
n’y eft queftion que de lui, elle eft 2 tous momensa. ...
et pour mieux cacher fon jeu, elle affiche des fentimens
d’amitié, et d’attachement pour la maréchale; enfin, {1
quelque chofe manque & cet arrangement, ce n’eft fare-
ment pasla bonne volonté. Je languis doublement pour
fon retour, car fi elle ne revient pas, & qui parlerai-je de
vous, quand votre éléve fera parti? et il faut pourtant que
ven parle, fut-ce aux rofeaux.

LETTRE LXIL

A LAMEME:

A Londres, ce g0 Dec. V. 8. 1751.

E ne veux donc plus étre le roi des deux Siciles, puif-

que, fi vousétiez pape, vous n’en feriez pas contente,
et j’aime mieux relever de vous comme ferf par des hom-
mages plus fréquens. Je les {ouhaiterois feulement plus
dignes de vous étre préfentés.

: N’etes-
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44 LLORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS

Are not you greatly fhocked, but I am fure you are,
at the dreadful death of our friend Bolingbroke? The re-
medy has haftened his death, againft which there was no
remedy, for his cancer was not topical, but univerfal, and
had f{o infected the whole mafs of his blood, as to be in-
curable. What I moft lament is, that the medicines put
him to exquifite pain; an evil I dread much more than
death, both for my friends and myfelf. I lofea warm, an
amiable, and inftructive friend. I faw him a fortnight be-
fore his death, when he depended upon a cure, and fo did
I; and he defired I would not come any more till he was
quite well, which he expefted would be in ten or twelve
days. The next day the great pains came on, and never
left him till within two days of his death, during which
he lay infenfible. What a man! what extenfive know- '
ledge! whata memory! what eloquence! His paflions,
which were ftrong, were injurious to the delicacy of his
fentiments; they were apt to be confounded together, and
often wilfully. The world will do him more juftice now
than in his life time,

I hope, madam, your mother’s perfet recovery will
have contributed to comfort you for the lofs of a friend,
who loved and honoured you.

You think of nothing now at Paris but feftivity, pub-
lic entertainments, fireworks, in thort, you are all over fef-
toons and aftragals * ; whereas here, we have a {ucceflion
of mournings, and, for thefe nine months, nothing is to
be feen but black+. The duke de Mirepoix, who was to
have enlivened usa little, has dropped his intention. Va-
rious reafons are afligned, but no good one given; I believe
he is not forry, and don’t wonder at it. For my part, I
bave now no caufe to be {orry, for I have done with crowds
and tumultuous pleafures.

Your pupil {wears he frequents the beft of companies,
that he endeavours to behave well, and that he is even
told that he has improved in his manners, and looks more
graceful than he did. Is that very true, madam? He even
quotes yon as one of his puffers, which I readily believe,
though he may not deferve it; for, in friendfthip, as well

asin love, the judgment is often the dupe of the heart.
We

* A line from Scudery, a bad French poet, ridiculed by Boileau.
1 On account of the death of the late prince of Wales, father to his
!I:ajcflj,r.




TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. LXIII. 43

N’étes-vous pas bien touchée, mais je {uis ftir que vous
I'étes, de la miferable mort de notre ami Bolingbroke ?
Le reméde a avancé fa mort, contre laquelle il n’y avoit
point de remede, car fon cancer n’€toit point ce qu’on
appelle topique mais univerfal, et tout fon fang en étoit
infeé incurablement. Ce que je regrette le plus, c’eft
que le reméde lui a caufe des douleurs cruelles; mal que
Je crains bien plus, pour mes amis et pour moi-méme, que
la mort. Je perds un ami chaud, aimable, et inftruéuf;
Je I'avois vu quinze jours avant fa mort, quand il comp-
toit, comme je faifois aufli, fur {a guérifon, et il me pria
dene plus revenir jufqu’a ce qu’elle fut complette, 4 quoiil
s'attendoit en dix ou douze jours. Le lendemain, les grandes
douleurs commencérent, et ne le quittérent que deux jours
avant fa mort, pendant lefquels il refta infenfible, Quel
homme! Quelle étendue de connoiflances: Quelle mé-
moire! Quelle eloquence! Ses paffions, quiétoient fortes,
faifoient tort 4 la délicatefle de fes fentimens, on les con-
fondoit, et fouvent exprés: on lui rendra plus de juftice 3
préfent, qu’on ne lui en a rendu de fon vivant.

Jelpére que la parfaite convalefcene de madame votre
mere aura contribué a4 vous confoler de la perte d’un ami,
qui vous aimoit, et qui vous honoroit.

II n’eft queftion chex vous attuellement que de fétes,
Jeux, feux d’artifices, enfin

Ce ne font que feftons, ce ne font quaftragales.

au lieu que chez nous, les deuils {e fuccédent, et depuis
neuf mois tout eft noir +. Le duc de Mirepoix, qui de-
voit nous égayer un peu, par fa féte, Pa laiflé tomber. On
en donne mille raifons, et pas une bonne; en tout cas, il
en eft bien-aife, et je ne m’enetonne point. Pour moi, je
ne {uis plus dans le cas d’en &tre faché; les foules et les
plaifirs bruyans n’étant plus de mon reffort..

_Votre €leve me jure qu’il fréquente les bonnes compag-
nies, et qu’il tiche de fe former, et qu'on lui dit méme
qu'ila de meilleures maniéres, et meilleur air qu'il n’avoit :
Cela eft-il bien vrai, madame? Il vous cite méme pour une
fes proneufes, ce que je comprends bien, fans qu’il le mé-
rite; Pelpric étant en amiti¢, auffi bien qu’en amour, fou-
vent la dupe du cceur.

| Nous




e

46 LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS

We look upon lady Hervey as having forfaken her own
country, and being naturalized a French woman. I regret
but do not blame her, for I know others that would do
the fame if they could, and would then no longer write to
you, but would fay to you by word of mouth what you
have forbid me telling you in writing.

LETTER LXIV.
TO THE SAME.

London, April 2z, O. 8. 1752.

OUR little boy, madam, tells me you are angry
with me. 'That is juft what I wanted, only 1 want-

¢d you to tell me fo yourfelf. Your anger is becoming,
and your chidmg is a compliment. Befides, he that can
excite anger is in no danger of meeting with indifference.

We are i1 pofleflion of lady Hervey s body, but with-
out the heart and foul, which the owns are ftill at Pans.
She droops, {he languifhes; fhe breathes, it is true; but
fhe fays fhe lives no where but at Paris. [ rather pity than
blame her, as I know, by experience, the difference be-
tween the life fhe led there, and that the leads here; but
I wifh fhe had a little more philofophy, to enable her to
make the beft of it.

I fhall foon put your little boy to the fame trial, by re-
calling him from Parisin June. 1 fee it is with relu@ance
that he thinks of coming away; but he will have been
there fixteen months; and if, under your tuition and ex-
ample, he has not improved in that time, he would not
improve in fixteen years. He {wears that this laft time of
his being at Paris, he has taken more of the air and man-
ners of the polite world. Is that true, madam? For I mif-
truft his judgment too much in thefe matters, to take his
word for it. He will vifit fome courts of Germany, which
he has not yet {een, in his way to Hanover, where he is
to make fome ftay, and where 1 hope to procure him fome
employment, in the department of foreign affairs, , The

foonet
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