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2o LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS

LET TER: LXXVIL
TO THE SAME.

Babiole, Aug. 21, 1745.

I Never reckoned you, madam, in the number of thofe
vulgar grandmothers, who fhew their ftation by their
wrinkles and their ill-temper. On the contrary, I have
always taken it for granted, that under that charaéter, you
would have the fame exclufive privileges as you have in
all others; nor have I been miftaken : you grow younger,
you are grown plump, in a word, you adorn the dignity
of grandmother, which is not always fo favourable to
other ladies. You took your meafures very well, when
you contrived to bring a fecond daughter into the world,
to fupply the place of the firft, and to furnith you witha
fucceflion of thofe pleafing employments, which mater-
nal fondnefs beftows on the education of a child. I doubt
not but you will go on in the fame method; and I exped,
that ten years hence, you will again notify the birth of a
third, who will come to replace the fecond.

You want me to tell you how I fpend my time at Babi-
cle. Pardon me, madam ; Ireally will not, for it would
be the ready way to make you change the place of your
exile. Iwould rather fend you the fineft defcription in the
world of it, toinduce you to come, and then, when you
was undeceived by experience, it would be too late to re-
cede. We are told, this is the way that the men often
deal with women ; but can that be true ? I will not believe
it. What you fay about lady’s Hervey’s frequent journies
1s too true, and too fenfible, to leave me the leaft hope of
feeing you at Babiole. I believe you would fooner con-
fent to grow old, than to ramble about as fhe does. I
would chufe once for all, and fettle in the country I liked
beft. To be at eafe, one muft be at home ; and it is hav-
ng no home, to be always encamping and decamping
like the Tartars.

You defire me, madam, to give you an account”of
your quondam foot-boy, who has not, I affure you, forgot

how




	Seite 80

