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92 LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS

LETTER LXXXIIL
TO THE SAME.

London, April 23, 176y.

MY head really fwims, madam, but I cannot tell
whether it is owing to a return of my ufual giddinefs,
or to your laft letter, which is indeed enough to turn g
ftronger brain than mine. Spare it a little more for the
future, I intreat you; for though young people may
fometimes be allowed to be conceited, you will own it
would be rather unbecoming at feventy ; and alas! that
18 the age of your very faithful fervant.

I allow, madam, that you alledge a thoufand good
reafons why I fhould look for a purer air in the fou-
thern climates; and I fhould not want much perfua-
fion, if T were not deaf, impenetrably deaf, and in-
curably fo, as my deafnefs is hereditary. On this prin-
ciple I have made a very exa® calculation, the refult
of which is, that the profit is not worth the coft. Be-
fides, as I am thortly to fet out on a longer journey, it
is not worth my while to pack up for Provence or Lan-
guedoc. fob, with all bis fufferings *, had not more
patience than my philofophy procures me. Reading em-
ploys and amufes me. Befides, I am at leifure to hold
many a conference with myfelf, which I truft I am the
better for, and which T had never thought of whilft I
was hurried away by the whirlwind of bufinefs or plea-
fure; fo that, I thank God, I am neither melancholy
nor peevith, and, notwithftanding all my woes, I know
fome who are more wretched. '

Your little ward fets out next week for Drefden,
where the king has done him the honor to appoint him
his envoy. He goes by the way of Paris, chiefly, 1
believe, to pay his court to your ladyfhip.

¥ The beginning of a famous French fonnet, by Benferade.
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