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96 LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS

LETTER LXXXV.
TO MADAME DU BOCCAGE*
Londen, June x4, O. S. 1750.

LET us {peak frankly, madam. You muft agree
with me, that your merit, and the repufation you have
acquired, will every where prove a fufficient recommen-
dation ; and will, in all countries, procure you the fame
reception, as you have met with in Holland. I have
not pretended fo recommend you to Mr. Dayrolles; I
only told him you were coming. I have acted the part
of a news-writer, and inferfed a paragraph, importing
that Mrs. du Boccage was preparing fo fet out from
London for the Hague. For forme people fuck a recom-
mendation is {ufficient. :

During four days ftay int Holland, yot have framed
the fame notions of the Dutch, as I had cenceived during

more than four years refidence amtong them, and you

recall them all to me in the compafs of four lines. It is
fo true, that the men are flow, that I do not recollet |
ever faw one, who was what would be called young in
any other country. But if you imagine their women to
be as ftill as the waters of their canals, and as cleanly
as their houfes, two thirds of the hufbands would con-
tradict you, and would tell you, though in a whifper,
that they are only fo outwardly. At home they are
mere Amazons, and the hufbands are the wretched cap~
tives, deftined to perpetuate the gynarchy. According-
ly, they people at a great rate, and with all the gravity
imaginable. 'They confider propagation as an article,
that is neceffary to their commeree, and they acquit them-
felves as good patriots.

The epithet of motionlefs, which you beftow on
sny friend Mr. L , is a very juft one. The

good man feems to be rather the keeper than

the owner of his collettion of pictures. He thews
them

* “Thefe letters T received from Madame du Boccage, to whom

they were written by the noble author. He had fhewn uncommon

‘giviliies both to her hufband and herfelf, during their fiay 10
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