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120 LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS

I confider, perhaps rather too late, that if you have
at laft received my former letter, and this fhould follow
clofe after it, I may have given you a literary furfeit,
and that, by way of diet, you will be obliged to write
no more to me, for fear of the confequences. I fhall
therefore, break off abruptly, and without telling you
how much I am, &c.

P. S, As marfhal Saxe is now of no fect, he little
cares where his body fhall reft *. The worms will
equally have their fhare, whether under the pro-
teCtion of St. Peter, or that of Luther or Calvin;
but his glory is in fafety : this we can atteft to our
coft, and we do him juftice. Will national prejudice
and party zeal fuffer you to do the fame in France?

b BT E-RXCH
TO THE SAME.
London, Jan: 14, O.8. 1751

INDEED, madam, my gratitude is equal to your kind-
nefs; this comprehends all in one fentence ; two fheets
of compliments would not exprefs it {o fully. My young
traveller is duly fenfible of the civilities you- have heaped
upon him ; he prides himfelf in having received your
commands relating to a dancing-mafter ; he - confiders
himfelf as your adopted fon, and even alludes to I don't
know who in the fable, whofe education the mufes haﬁ
fuperintended. He is certainly in a good {chool, and it
will be his own fault if he does not improve, fince you
condefcend to inftruct him by your advice and example.
He is not only deficient in the manners of the polite
world, but I with he may not haye contracted thofe
of the German and Italian world, having {pent up-
wards of four years in thofe two countries ; and as good
mafters like better to teach fcholars, who have never
learnt at all, than thofe, who have been ill-principled, it
is not impofiible but the German fliffnefs, and the
Italian

% As the marfhal continued to his death to profefs the Lutheran re-
ligion, his body could not be depofited in the cathedral of Paris, or at
St. Denys, where the athes of the French kings lie. Asthe court; how-

ever, was determined to do all paffible honor to that great warriors
RIEmorys




7TO HIS FRIFNDS. - BOOK I. LET. XCL XCIl 131

Je fais réflettion, peut-étre un peu trop tard, que &
4 dernicre lettre vous eft enfin parvenue, et que celle-
ci la fuive de prés, je vous aurai cauf€é une indigeftion lit
téraire, et que par régime vous ferez obligée de ne me
plus écrire crainte des fuites. Je finirai donc brufquement,
et fans vous dire a quel point je fuis, &c.

P. S, Le maréchal de Saxe n’étant a-préfent d’aucune
{ecte, il ne s’'embaraflera guéres ou fon corps repo-
{era*. L.es vers en auront également leur part, foit
{ous la protetion de St. Pierre, foit. fous celle de
Luther ou de Calvin : mais fa gloire eft en fureté,
nous en {fommes malheureufement les garans, nous
y rendons juftice. ~ Les préjugés de nation et de fecte
vous permettront-ils d’en faire autant en France ?

B B XCIE

A LA MEME.
A Londres, ce 14 Janv. V.S. 1758

EN vérité, madame, ma reconnoiffance €gale votre
bonté, ceft tout dire en deux mots. Deux feuilles'de
complimens n’en marqueroient pas {i bien I'étendue ; auf-
fi mon jeune voyageur fent comme il le doit, les attenti-
ons dont vous V'avez comblé. Il fe fait gloire d’avoir requ
vos ordres au fujet d’un maitre 2 danfer; il fe confidére
comme votre fils adoptif; il fait méme allufion 2 je ne
fais qui dans la fable, dont les mufes fe chargérent du foin
de Péducation. 1l eft {firement en bonne école ; s'll n'en
profite pas, ce fera fa faute, puifque vous daignez ¥in-
truire par vos confeils, et par vos exemples. Non feuje-
ment il n’a pas l'ufage du beau monde, mais je crains
quil n’ait lufage du monde Allemand et Italien, ayant
pafl¢ plus de quatre ans dans ces deux pais ; et comine
les bons maitres préferent d’enfeigner 2 ceux, qui n'ont
Jamaisappris, platétqu’a ceux, qui ont eu de mauvais prin-
cipes, il {e pourroit que la-roideur Allemande et la pantalo-
nade-Italienne retarderoient les progrés du bel ufage. Vous
memory, they ordered his remains to be fent to Strafburg, the capital of
the Lutheran province of Alface, at the king’s expence, and 2 fuperb
monument has been erected to immortalize his merits, and the gratitude
of the French.

faxez,
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