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LETTER Xevi
To Mr, de Krrunincen*, at the Hague.

Blackheath, July 7, 1255,
%V!—IA T fhall I fay to you, my dear baron ? Deaf

and folitary, and tired of myfelf, I muft of courfe tire
others. This place, which I had intended for the {weets
of {ociety, by collécting a few friends fucceffively, isnow
beceme the place of my banithment from all fociety. A
deaf man isan exile, an outlaw, wherever he is; for ex-
cept the article of guilt, there is not the leaft difference
between the man to hom nobody will fpeak, and the
man who can hear nobody. In vain I have recourfe to
philofophy, and endeavous to make np for the fenfe I have
loft, by enjoying thofe that remain, In vain do [ read,
write, walk, and ride 3 1t 18 no longer a matter of choice,
but of neceffity, and confequently it has nio relifh.  With
all this, I find tnany vacant hours in the four and terenty,
But this is talking too much of myfelf; vour friendthip,
which is the caufe of it muit alfo make my apology.

Deaf people are apt to be loquacious Upon paper, as
they have fo much time upon their hands,  Foy my part,
I never judge of writings, but by the degree of pleafure
they give me; and I wil maintain, to the face of all the
pedants in the univerfe, that Pope’s epiftles and fatires
have all the good fenfe and precifion of Horace’s, with a
thoufand times more wit. I will declare, moreover, that
the French theatre i infinitely fuperior “to the Greek or
Latin. T will fay too, that the divine Homer tires me very
often, that Swift is preferable to Lucian, and that, of all
hiftorians, Tacitus js my favourite,

=" gl L

= A 1 1 ' H
* As that gentleman, mentioned jn
= R .

from thofe to Mr. Dayrolles, to have been lord Chefterfie

4 e Fera Bars
the pre: eaIng ]L“-":CE:, appears
B P

..... il 5 Pl

rrefnondent & TT. A s s - e b
colr_u...-j_.c.'im.m in Holland, T was in hopes their Jetters might have been
nreferver A {= T S = Anth
’4' Crved, <G “uled my avours tg procure theu, Both
Deing men -of parts, of

ng parts,

; : — e g
Aing, and of wit, both enjoying equal
read well, 1t would have been in-

" '1-. T
rerefting

ieilure “to read, and tafte to




	Seite 136

