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138 LORD CHESTERFIELD’ LETTERS

Ll TR R XCNTH,
To Lady * * %4
Xro U will do much better, madam, to truft to your

own judgment than to mine, upon the letters in queition,
as well as upon every other matter ; but your commands
muft be obeyed. I muft, therefore, have the honor
to tell you frankly, that the author T will not find many
perfons inclined to engage for the payment of 200 livres
per annum for two letters, fuch as thofe, which he has
offered us as a fpecimen.

For inftance, when he attempts to prove that thofe
who have treated of the word humour have miftaken the
meaning of it, he makes it but too plain, that he is him-
{elf totally unacquainted with it.

The definition of it, however, is very fimple : bumonr
is a juft and firiking reprefentation of whatever fingu-
larity and ridicule there may be in any character ; and
a@_man of bumour is one, who firongly feizes the diftin-
guifhing peculiarities of that character, and expofes them
in the firongeft colours. Tt is generally imagined that
we Englithmen are folely and exclufively poflefled of
this faculty ; but there is not the leaft truth in the fup-
pofition. No man ever had fo much of it as Moliére,
of which his Mifer, his Jealous Man, and his Bour-
geots Gentilhomme, are convincing proofs ; and French
comedy furnithes a multiplicity of inftances befide thefe.
If, indeed, it be faid, that there is no country in Eu-
rope, which abounds in fuch a variety of fingular cha-
racters, I believe the affertion may be true. But
humour does not confift in this. - The perfon, in
whom the fingularity or the ridicule is, has no hu-
mour, it is his natural characer ; but it is the man
who feels and defcribes this ridicule, or this oddity, who
has the humour. It is time, however, that I thould put

an

T 'This letter was given to me by the lady, to whom it was written,
whofe name I am not at i:'btrty to mention. Whether the c!{:ﬁnfrlﬂjl
of bumour contained in it will be equally fatisfatory to all readers, 15
uncertain. It is however ingenious ; but indeed the word itfelf fcfcn;s to

adait
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