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gl g 140  LORD CHESTERFIELD’s LETTERS

an end to this differtation on humour, which is already
AHER | too long, and in which, perhaps, I am as wide of the
; I R mark as your author, and thofe whom he criticifes. Be-
¢ . fides, when I have the honor to write to fuch a one as
: yourfelf, it may feem a very great fingularity in me to
8 fill three whole pages upon no other topic than the
R R R ridicule of characters. Subjects of a more agreeable
{ ' nature might juftly claim the preference, and your epif-
tolary criticiim might here find fufficient occafion to
: . difplay itfelf.

L | I have the honour to be, with the greateft efteem,

; Your moit obedient,

4 and moit humble fervant,

bl CHESTERFIELD,
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o From Count Wassenaer de Twickel, minifter pleni-
bl potentiary from the ftates general at the congrefs
i il 'Sl of Breda, to the earl of CagsTERFIELD *,

‘ MY LORD,

THFZ ear] of Sandwich has juft now called upon
me, to bring me a piece of intelligence, which would,
at all times, have given me infinite pleafure, but more
particularly fo at this prefent juncture. 1 have feen,
my lord, with the moft agreeable furprize, at the
bottom of his difpatches, the name of the man in the
world I moft admire, efteem, and you muft give me
- leave to fay, love, the name of Chefterfield. I was
L . fome moments before I could recover myfelf, and clear

i up the confufion of ideas, which this event raifed In
L my mind. Whichever way T confider it, I fee in it
i e a fource of joy and fatisfaction for every good pa-
! triot, both Englith and Dutch. You are in poﬂbﬂion,
my lord, of the efteem and confidence of both; what

* On his being appointed fecretary of ftate. 'This interefting letter,
which thews in fo lively a manner the fentiments of the republic with
regard to our earl, was, together with the following, given me by
Lady Chefterficld,
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7O HIS FRIENDS, BOOK 1. LET. XCVIIL XCIX. 141

Phonneur d’écrire 4 une perfonne comme vous, il fem-
bleroit aflez fingulier que trois pages enti¢ies ne rou-
laflent uniquement que fur le ridicule des caradteres.
Des matiéres plus agréables demanderoient une jufte
préférence, et votre critique épiftolaire y trouveroit bien
de quol critiquer.

Jai 'honneur détre avec les fentimens de la plus

“ parfaite confidération,

Votre trés-humble
et trés-obéiflant {erviteur,

CHESTERFIELD,

I.EE T RE XCIX,

Du comte de W assenaer de Twickel, minifire plé-
nipotentiaire au congrés de Bréda, au
comte de CHESTERFIELD *..

MYLORD,

DANS le moment le comte de Sandwich fort de
chez moi; ot il a eu la bonté de venir m’apprendre une
nouvelle, qui en tout' tems, mais furtout dans la cir-
conftance préfente, ne peut que me caufer une joye
inexprimable. ~ Jai va, mylord, avec' la - plus: agréa-
ble furprife, au bas de fes dépéches, le nom de 'homme
du monde, que je refpeéte, que j'admire, que j'eftime;
¢t pefmettezsmoi de 'trancher le mot; que. yaime le
plus, le nom de Chefterfield. Il m’a fallu quelques
momens pour me reconnoitre, et debrouiller la con-
fufion des idées, que” cet événement a réveillées dans
mon efprit. . De quelque cbté je- Penvifage; je 'y
trouve que des fujets de joye et de fatisfaction pour
fout bon patriote Anglois et Hollandeis. Vous poflédez,
mylord; Peftime et la confiance des uns et des autres:

Que
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