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166 ILORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

Laufanne in three weeks, I fhall be obliged to you, if you
will write to monfieur de Brenles in about a fortnight, t
defire that he will fend you in the utmoft confidence, but
with the greateft freedom, the entirc analyfis of the boy’s
heart, mind and manners; which in all this time he muft
know thoroughly, having feen him every day, and in his
unguarded hours. It will be of infinite ufe to me to know
all thefe particulars.” I have not yet mentioned, either to
the boy or Mr. Harte, any thing of what madame de Bo-
chat writ to you, that they might not fufpeét from whence
it came, or endeavour to fifh it out. But as foon as they
are got to Leipfig, they fhall hear of it with a vengeance,
but {o, as that it {hall be impofiible for them to guefs from
whence I had it.

I am aftonifhed at the not fending prince Waldeck’s
corps into the lines of Bergen-op-zoom, where they would,
with thofe troops that were in the lines before, have formed
a ftrength, which might probably have faved the town,
whereas, divided as they are, I fear that neither corps is
itrong enough feparately for any purpofe. Adieu.

Yours, G
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TO THE SAME.

London, Aug. 11, O. 8. 1747
DEAR DAYROLLES, *

E\V:‘i S in doubt, whether I fhould write to you to-night
or not, it being doubtful, whether by this time you have
a head upon your fhoulders or not.. But upon mature de-
liberation, I determined. to write eventually, knowing, at
worlt, my letter would by no means be the firft that had
been fent to 2 minifter without a head. T confefs the hopes
which I have, that the French will raife the fiege of Ber-
gen-op-zcom, arife from the apprehenfions which they
may entertam of you, and the bifhop of Raphoe; for
otherwife, I fee no one thing, that fhould induce them toit.

= | I fufpect

.~ An excurfion of M. Dayrolles to Bergen-op-zoom with the bifhog
of Raphoe (Twifden) was the occafion of this letter.
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I fufpect that the bifhop of Raphoe has an eye to the
bifhoprick of Munfter, upon the death of the elector of
Cologne, and means to fhew that he will do as well as
Bernard Van Galen (a)

[ am perfuaded, that the new tax *, from which fuch
fums are expected, will either not be laid, from the op-
pofition which it will meet with, eor, if laid, will hardly
be collected without the affiftance of dragoons. Inmy opi-

! nion, when Bergen-op-zoom fhall be taken, the confterna-
tion will be univerfal in the republic, and the tone of the
moft fanguine will be altered. Williamftadt or Zealand
will fall next ; and then what ground our troops will have

toftand upon, and where they will find quarters, Jama
2lofs to guefs. 1 am even in pain for their exiftence, af-
ter the town fhall be taken.

[ have figned your bill of extraordinaries. Pray, what
becomes of Kreuningen? Is he not frightened out of his
wits?  Adieu. '

Y

Yours faithfully,

C:
EE Y-

(2) The warkike bifhop of Munfter, who twice laid fiege to his
capital, and was fo active in the Dutch war of the year 1672.

* This tax, under the name of Liberal Gift or Don Gratuit, Was
rifed in a very extraordinary manner. . Large cafes or trunks were
placed in all the town-houfes in the province of Holland, in which, all
perfons, whofe whole capital did not amount to lefs than 2000 florins,
were obliged to depofit upon oath, either 'in cafh, obligations of the
fate, or plate, to the value of atleaft 2 per cent. of whatever they
poflefled, ejther in cafh, land, jewels, plate, pitures, obligations, em-
ployments, &c. nothing but houfhold good: and wearing apparel to be
excepted. They were alfo obliged to fwear, that in cafe they thould
afterwards find out, that they had not paid in their quotas, according to
A true ﬂn(j juft evaluation of all their effe&ts, they would faithfully make
itup again, to the beft of their knowledge.
rThe fum produced by this heavy impofition was kept 2 profound fe-
ret, and never came to the knowledge of the world with any certainty.
lowever, there is good reafon to think, that the amount of the fame
did not f‘:lll fhort of twenty-two millions of florins, viz. two millions
fterling, in the fingle province of Holland. The public debt of that
province alone, at that time, was computed at forty millions fterling.
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