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184 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

npatient to fee it, that I may know, as I eafily fhall when
ad 1t whether it is written by order or not ; if it is not,
L fnall not meddle with 1t ; but if it is, it fhall have a reply.
Pray tell my bai on, that [ have received his letter, and
will anfwer it before it is long. He will be able to fend
me all the little French books that come out, when maré-
chal de Saxe, with his army, will be at the Hague ; for
then all the French officers will be at the baron’s levee, and
lad to fhew him thofe little civilities.
The duke of Devonthire will, T believe, refign foon, and
fucceeded by the duke of Marlborough.  Adieu, dear
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Yours fincerely,
8
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L-E T TER- XXX

TO THE SAME.
London, May 3, O. 8. 1748.
DEAR DAYROLLES,

M Y prophecy, as you oblerve, was fulfilled fomsia,
which I heartily congratulate both you and my{elf upon;
for, had not that part of my prediftions come to pafs in
the moment that it did, the other part would, which was
inevitable ruin.  Had not the French politely figned the
preliminaries when they did, but refolved to profit of the
advantages, which they had in their hands, we were un-
done.  Moit people here are aftonifhed at the moderation
of the French court, and cannot account for it from any
known rules.of policy. Deep and profmmd hiftorians,
who muit affign fome great and political caufe for every
event, will likewife, I believe, be at a lofs to aflign fucha
one for this. But I, who am apt to take things in a, more
implelight, and to feek for their caufes more in the weak-
nefles than in the wifdom of mankind, account for it i
this manner, The king of F rance, whos a quiet, unambiti-
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TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK Il. LET. XXX, XXXI, 185
ous prince, was weary of the war, and particularly of acamp
life, which, as he had once adopted, he could not well lay
afide, while the war lafted. The French courtiers are
not {fo untkilful, as not to advife what they know their
prince withes, no matter whether it be confiftent with, or
contrary to, the public intereft, * * * ¥ % € ¥ &

[ donot wonder in the leaft at the general joy, which
you tell me is exprefled at the Hague upon this occafion,
from the princefs and the baron, to the fifherman at Sche-
‘_,d'mg_ﬁ'r*-#ii:#--'#—ﬁk#i%%&ﬁ#-ﬁeiﬁi

When you happen to fee Pami of Amfterdam, tell him,
pray, that I am obliged to him and his ami, and that I
hope they will continue to let me hear from them. In the
hand and the other circumftances in which they write, the
devil cannot difcover them here ; all the care that 15 ne-
ceflary is only to put their own letters privately into the
poit.

I believe the king will fet out from hence next Saturday
fevennight ; I fuppofe that you will be at Helvoet to meet
him, where I defire you will be particularly attentive to
do lady Yarmouth any fervices that you can; fhe de-
ferves them from us both, being much my friend, and
yours.

Adien mon enfant 5 portez-vous bien.

LETTER XXXL
TO THE SAME.
London, May 13, O. S. 1748.

DEAR DAYROLLES,

YOU anfwered the prince of Orange’s quettion, con-
cerning me, perfectly well; far from blaming the peace,
I am heartily glad that it is made. I was for making it
fooner, and confequently better. I forefaw and foretold
our weaknefs this campaign, and would have prevented,
by a timely negociation laft October, thofe evident dan-
gers, to which it muft neceflarily expofe us, and which
we have efcaped, more by our good fortune than our wif-

dom.
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