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LETTER XLL

T0 T HE -5°A"ME;

London, Dec. 6, O. S, 1748.
DEAR DAYROLLES,

BY the death of poor John, you have loft a true friend,
and I a moft affeGionate brother and friend into the bar-
gain. ‘The gout fell upon his bowels and head, and threw
him into the convulfions, of which he died.

I acknowledge now your laft of the 6th, N. S. toge-
ther with your former letters, which my brother’s illnefs,
and a hurry of other affairs, hindered me from an{wering
fooner. E 2 % 8 3 E # # e S * o

The prices of Van-Huyfen’s flower-pieces, notwith-
ftanding the fcarcity of money in Holland, is owing only
to that local phrenzy, which always prevails in Holland,
ﬁ_nf fome pretty trifling objet : tulips, hyacinths, and
pigeons, have all had their days, and now Van-Huyfen
has his.  But while thefe high-finithed finical pieces bear
fuch high prices, the bold and mafterly pieces of the laft
and foregoing century are flighted, and more likely to
come reafonably. Do not, by any means, fuffer that
capital picture of Rubens, which you fay is to be fold at
Bruffels, to {lip through your hands, by the delay of fend-
ing me a drawing of it, if you can; but be fure that it 1s
an original, and not damaged. Wherefore, upon the
two conditions, of its being an undoubted original and
not damaged, buy it me as foon as you can, or fome
other body may ftep in between.

Captain Irwin*, whom 1l believe you know, fon to the
old general, goes by the next packet-boat to Holland ;
he {has got a furloe from his father for a year, during
which time, heintends to fee as much as he can abroad,
I think him a good pretty young fellow ; and cenfidering

:
that he has never been yet out of his native country, much
more prefentable than one could expect. Pray, carry lnm
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to court, and into fome companies, where I think you
will not be afhamed of him, which will feldom be your
cafe with my countrymen. 1 promifed him that I would
recommend him to you. Adien, mon cher enfant. 1am
fo hurried by lawyers, appraifers, and creditors, that I
can fay no more now.

8

P. §. A propos, do not mention to any body, that the
picture is for me, or what it may coft.

LETEER XEI

BT HE g A MR
London, Dec, 13, O. 8. 1748,
DEAR DAYROLLES,

MY former was almoft an an{wer, before-hand, to
your laft letter, which I received the day after I had wrote
mine; I mean, with regard to the Rubens, which I de-
fired you not to flip. But [ am now more confirmed in
that opinion, by the drawing, which you fent me, f}”d
by the affurances that you give me of the picture’s being
a capital one, and in high prefervation, Therefore, fe-
cure it as cheap as you can ; the fubject, as you obferve,
might have been a more pleafing one ; but this admits of
great expreflion,

The family piece, which you mention by Vandyke, I
would not give fix thillings for, unlefs I had the honor of
being of fir Melchior’s family. The feveral portraits are,
I dare fay, finely painted ; but then, where is the action,
where the expreffion } The good man and his wife gene-
rally fit ferene in a couple of ealy chairs, furrounded by
five or {ix of their children, infignificantly motionlefs in
the prefence of papa and mamma. And the whole fa-
mily feem as infipid and weary as when they are really
together. ‘Their likeneffes may indeed be valuable to
their own pofterity ; but in my mind to nobody elfe.

Titian
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