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200 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTERS

to court, and into fome companies, where I think you
will not be afhamed of him, which will feldom be your
cafe with my countrymen. 1 promifed him that I would
recommend him to you. Adien, mon cher enfant. 1am
fo hurried by lawyers, appraifers, and creditors, that I
can fay no more now.

8

P. §. A propos, do not mention to any body, that the
picture is for me, or what it may coft.

LETEER XEI

BT HE g A MR
London, Dec, 13, O. 8. 1748,
DEAR DAYROLLES,

MY former was almoft an an{wer, before-hand, to
your laft letter, which I received the day after I had wrote
mine; I mean, with regard to the Rubens, which I de-
fired you not to flip. But [ am now more confirmed in
that opinion, by the drawing, which you fent me, f}”d
by the affurances that you give me of the picture’s being
a capital one, and in high prefervation, Therefore, fe-
cure it as cheap as you can ; the fubject, as you obferve,
might have been a more pleafing one ; but this admits of
great expreflion,

The family piece, which you mention by Vandyke, I
would not give fix thillings for, unlefs I had the honor of
being of fir Melchior’s family. The feveral portraits are,
I dare fay, finely painted ; but then, where is the action,
where the expreffion } The good man and his wife gene-
rally fit ferene in a couple of ealy chairs, furrounded by
five or {ix of their children, infignificantly motionlefs in
the prefence of papa and mamma. And the whole fa-
mily feem as infipid and weary as when they are really
together. ‘Their likeneffes may indeed be valuable to
their own pofterity ; but in my mind to nobody elfe.

Titian
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Titian has done more fkilfully in his fine piture of the
Cornaro family, which he has put in action.

The Venus and Adonis of Vandyke, of which you
likewife fent me the drawing, I do not care for, as 1t 1s
a fubject already rebattu by fuill greater mafters, and in
my mind better, as far as I can judge by the drawing;
for Adonis, when he tears himfelf away from Venus,
feems fierce and angry, which I fee no occafion for. He
is determined, indeed, to leave her for his field fports,
but thould, in my opinion, foften the rudenefs by all pol-
fible complaifance in his words and looks.

So much for wirtis, which, when 1 fhall have bought
this picture, I have done with, unle(s a very capital Te-
niers fhould come in your way. You will draw upon me
for the money as foon as ever you pleafe. * * =

Could you fend me, in fome of your letters, fome feed
of the right canteloupe melons? I fhould not know what
to do with more than a dozen or at moft twenty of them;
fo that all the feed I fhall want will neither increafe the
bulk or weight of a letter. The canteloupes are, in my
opinion, the beft fort of melon; at leaft they always fuc-
ceed beft here. It is for Blackheath that I want it, where
you can eafily judge that my melon ground is moft ex-
ceedingly fmall. T am obliged to keep that place for
feven years, my poor brother’s lecafe being for that time;
and [ doubt I could not part with it but to very great lofs,
confidering the fums of money that he had laid out upon
it. For otherwife, I own that I like the country up,
much better than down, the river.

As T promifed to fend captain Irwina couple of letters
to the Hague, for Paris, 1 muft put you to the expence
of inclofing them to you, and to the trouble of giving
them to him, not knowing how to direct them for him,

Yours faithfully,

LET-
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