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202 LORD CHESTERFIELD’S LETTE
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TO T HE 5A'ME,

London, Dec. 23, O. 8. 17,8.
DEAR DAYROLLES,

I Have received yours, with the inclofed drawing of the
Vandyke, which muft certainly be a very fine one, if the
execution, as doubtlefs it is, be anfwerable to the difpo-
fition : but however, I continue my negative to it, for
the reafons which I gave you before, the price, and that
it 1s a portrait, however fine a one. The Rubens, of
which I have a great notion, muft and fhall, for a time
at leaft, content me, unlefs I ftrain a little for the Te-
niers, which you hint at, which, if it be a capital one, I
will ; and then have done. My great room will be as full
of pictures as it ought to be; and all capital ones.

I gave you, by my laft letter, a very unneceffary trou-
ble, which I now retract. 1had forgot that you had fome
time ago ftocked me with excellent canteloupe melon feed,
which I have fince remembered and found, and given to

my gardener to fow at the proper feafon, I hope to give
you fome of them in perfection next fummer; for I do

not flatter myfelf with the hopes of feeing you here before
that time.

Adieu, dear Dayrolles. 1 am hurried by a complica-
tion of moft difagreeable affairs (2); but always,

Yours,

(a) On account of his brother John, lately dead.
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