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210 LLORD CHESTERFIELD’S LET'1ERS

upon them are juft. It coincides with, and confirms, all
the notions I had formed of the prefent ftate of affairs in
the republic. I fhould be obliged to you if you would
inform me, who is either the real, or fuppofed, author of
it. Whoever he 1s, he is well informed. I am very
much obliged to you for fending it me : I have laid it by
carefully, with my own predic¢tions of general bankruptcy
and confulion, which I fear a hittle time more will accom-
piith.

General Elliot * ef un dégourdi, et du bon ton. 1 have
not feen an Englifhman more regenerated by being abroad
than he is. 1 met him at Hop’s before 1 knew who he
was; and I was aftonifhed to find a man, who {poke
Englifth fo well, bebave himf{elf fo well.

I differ with you in opinion about the king of Pruflia’s
two very different letters to the two poets ; for I am per-
fuaded that they are both genuine.  Should the two poets
happen to compare notes, {uch is human vanity, and ftill
more fuch 1s poetical vanity, that each would be con-
vinced that the other was the dupe, and himfelf his ma-
jefty’s moft favoured poet. S°il fait bon battre les gh-
rienx, 1l fait auffi bon les tromper (a). In the firft cafe
they do not complain, in the fecond they do not even
fee. % % % # % % % * % K x x *

Yours moft affectionately,

CHESTERFIELD.

bR YT ER L
TO THE SAME,

London, April 25, O. §. 1749

DEAR DAYROLLES,

[ Am now three letters in your debt, which I would
have paid more punctually, if [ had any tolerable current
fpecies to have paid you in: but I have nothing but far-
things

* Lieutenant-general in the Dutch fervice,

(@) An allufion to a French proverb ; amounting to this, that e
nen awill equally bear being drubbed and being deceived.
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things to offer, and moft of them too counterfeit, for,
being, thank God, no longer concerned in the coinage;
I cannot an(wer for the weight of thecoin. I hear, as
every body does, more lies than truth, and am not n a
fitcuation of knowing which is which. % % % % *

However disjointedly bufinefs may go on, pleafures, I
canaffure you, go roundly. To-morrow there is to bey
at Ranelagh garden, a mafquerade in the Venetian man-
ner, It is to begin at three o’clock in the afternoon; the
feveral loges are to be thops for toys, limonades, glaces,
and other raffraichiffemens. The next day come the fire-
works, at which hundreds of people will certainly lofe
their lives or their limbs, from the tumbling of fcaffolds,
the fall of rockets, and other accidents infeparable from
fuch crowds. In order to repair this lofs to {octety, there
will be a fubfcription-mafquerade on the Monday follow-
ing, which, upon calculation, it is thought, will be the
occafion of getting about the fame number of people as
were deftroyed at the fire-works.

I hear nothing yet of lord Holdernefle’s going to Hol-
land, and therefore do not afk you when I may hope to
fee you here, for I fuppofe that his arrival muft be
previous to your departure ; moreover, I am told, that
you are {o bufy in moving from one houfe to another, that
you could not yet move from one country to another.
Where is your new dwelling at the Hague ?

Iam glad to hear that madame de Berkenroodt goes
ambaffadrefs to Paris ; fhe will pafs her time well there,
and fhe defervesit, Pray make her my compliments of
congratulation, and tell her that I am ftrongly tempted
to pay my refpects to her at Paris myfelf ; but that, if I
cannot, I will at leaft do it by proxy this winter twelve-
month, and fend her an ambaflador about forty years
younger, and confequently forty times better than my-
felf. My boy will then be at Paris; he is now at Ve-
nice, goes to Turin till November, and then to Rome
tll the Odober following, when I fhall emancipate him
at Paris. 1 hear fo well of him from all quarters, that I
think he will do. Adien, portez-vous bien, et aimez mol
L0Ufours.
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